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~.M R Richard, N'ixon has promised the world some pieces o[ rock
two of his countrymen picked up on the moon. Obliging Gover~

ments will prob bly treasure and exhibit them as symbols of the supreme
American {:ontributioJl to human civilization. But human affairs con-
tinue to be messy, as the U.S. President must have noted when. some
naughty communists .in Manila threatened his life. And he could not
have forgotten the American troops who had somehow failed to kill all
the communists in Vietnam and were getting desperate to return home.
What happens when they dq rej:urn? Mr Nixon has been trying to find
out from some of his Asian estate managers. Will they be orphaned when
Washington discontinues its paternalistic role, as he said it would? But
there is really no such danger. Mr Nixon has made 'it quite clear that
the USA may give a new look to its presence in Asia, but its il11tentlions
will not change. Whatever changes may occur will be in tactics, not in
strategy. Peace in Asia, he has itOltl his Asian hosts, will not come from
the USA, but must be ensured by the Asians themselves. Of course, with
American help.

So Asians must fight Asians. This has been the American policy [or
a wng time. The only tactical change now is to encourage it fur,ther and
to reduce the American responsibility for direct involvement in the. fight-
ing. Vietnam ha.s shown that direct participation can be unbearably costly
in terms of precious America; lives. As far as possible, the Americans
hereafter would prefer to· be on the sidelines, but making sure that Asians
go on killing Asians with increasing frenzy. The fighting will not only
be instigated but also aided with the necessary lethal supplies. If, of
course, there is any danger of th~ game coming to a stop or of the wrong
side winning it, the Americans iwill have to step in. But this time they
would prefer not to risk their Gwn lives. Mr Nixon has given a plain
enou?;h warning of nuclear intervention.

Mr Brezhnev has no reason to be unhappy at the new America.f) ini-
fiative. Its outcome cannot be different frot; the consequences that would
flow from his own formula. But the Russians have to pretend otherwise.
So, on the eve of the Nixon tour, Izvestia published an article making a
great show of indignation over a suspected American plan to create a new

. military grouping to replace SEATO. The idea, it was noted with some-
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b /.Government should ne"er ~ 6wen
up in favour of the Tariff. Co~mis-
sion, which accepts the mIllers ac-
counts at their face value without
seeking to expose their hidden. prac:
tices. Neither should the Blbhutl
Misra Committee, as announced lately
by t)he Centre, should cause the UF
any hesitation-the announcement -
bas come too late. The proposed
strike, the second one in the jute in-
dustry in thirty-two years, cannot but
bring the millers and their patrons to
their senses. It has already caused a
minor surprise-the INTUC is sup-
porting the strike call even though it
has the blessing of the UF Govern-
ment I
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Credit Allocations

A correspondent writes:
- Some second thoughts on bank na-

tionalisation are in order. The
Banking Companies (Acquisition and
Transfer of Undertakings) Bill does
not quite explain how the fourteen
nationalised banks are to receive the
guidelines of poliC):. from above.
Nor is there as yet much indication,
apart from newspaper gossip, of the
nature of the working relationship
to be struck between the Reserve
Bank 9f India and the' acquired
banks. Perhaps the Prime Minister
will speak her mind as the debate on
the Bill proceeds; perhaps she is still
trying to decide on the appropriate
blend between discretion and mone-
tary daring. But unless she cares to
dissipate the goodwill she has created
for erself round the country she
must guard herself against some par-
ticular entrapments. The farm lobby
has turned out to be one of the most
enthusiastic groups supporting the
fait accompli of bank nationalisation.
The gleam in the eye of each kulak
is easy to understand. Bank nation-
alisation, according to the aspiration
of the gentlemen-farmers, is excellent,
since they expect to receive a major
chunk of the credit bonanza which is
now supposed to flow towards the
direction of agriculture, and small in-
dustry. To rob Paul to pay an
equally obnoxious Peter could hardly

FRONTIER

to appoint a /IState Commission to
probe the jute mille~s' infamous
trade practices. The Jute. workers
have tumed down Mr Hathi's pro-
posal to hold bipartite talks on their
wage structure.

The IJMA may ask itself a few
questions before it ventures further
ads. How is it that the, expoH
figures given by the association and
by the Government do not tally?
\<\Thy does the association speak more
about the loss of markets in hessian
and sacking and less about carpet-
backing, which constitutes fifty per
cent of the export?

According to the IJMA, the duties
imposed on jute goods are penal, be-
cause they have !>een crippling the
industry. How does it explain then
the phenomenal increase in jute
millers' profits--an increase of thirty
crores-in the last twenty years? If
Pakistan and synthetics have been
posing so grave a problem for the last
ten years, how did the exports rise
to Rs 242 crores from 40 crores in
1950-51? ,,'

The IJMA has agreed on principle
that the workers' wages should be in-
creased. What prevented it from im-
plementing the joint agreements
reached in 1967 under the auspices of
the Union Labour Ministry? It was
agreed at that time that dearness
allowance was to be readjusted to the
cost of living index every three
months, Rs 24 paid as ad hoc
compensatory allowance, extra wages
paid to night shift workers and
a committee was to be formed to fix
wages, gratuity and permanence of
badli workers. The committee was
to submit its findings within six
months. Nothing happened.

It seems that the IJMA is seeking
an ally in the West Bengal Govern-
ment in its mock battle against the
Centre. The Central Government
has done all it canl to help its
protege, the jute mIllers. It has
fixed! support prices at an abysmal low,
exempted them from taxes, offered
subsidies, allowed the millers to de-
posit their profits in foreign banks
and overlooked under and over ill-
voicing. The commission con-
templated by the West Bengal

StoryMillers'The
The IJMA, it appears, is a chari-

table institution and not just a jute
millers' association. In the press ad-
vertisement released on Monday, it
has made several statements which
could flatter Oxfam or Mother
Teresa. For example, it appears
from the ad that the association. has
been paying to the jute growers more
than the support price fixed by the
Central Government so that the jute
growers can live honourably. It is
full of love for the jute mill workers
and would pay them more if only it
was not'so overwhelmed by the irra-
tional taxes levied by the Govern-
ment. It is striving hard to earn
foreign exchange for the benefit of
the dear country, sacrificing its own
share of hard-earned profit. It is
losing on the world market because
of Pakistan and syntheti<;s and there-
fore it should not be laboured with
further commitments; on the other
hand it should be given a free hand
~o that it can hold its ground on the
international market, just for the
benefit of the workers.

The release of the ad has been
timed well. The call for the indefi-
nite strike to start on AUgllst 4 is on.
The West Bengal <Government has
turned down the Centre's request not

what overdone concern, was to rope
iJa even the nominally non-aligned
countries in the name of protecting
them from the Chinese v'ariety of
communism. Since China provided
an excuse for American intervention,
"here is another proof of how Maoist
policy is advantageous to the impe-
rialists". The Russians offer no such
advantage; their policy causes no
American anxiety and hence do not
make the Americans meddle in other
people's affairs. Nor .does American
policy ruffle the RussIans, who are
now unperturbed even by the U.S.
President's visit to Rumania

Meanwhile, we shall wait and see
how the Indian people-not the
O"overnment-react to Mr Nixon
~hen he sets foot in India.



, be ,a saun.d rationale for the bank
:l.ake:'over. Mrs Gandhi herself would
<comprehend the absurdity of allow-
ing the resources .of the nationalised

'.banks to shore up the exploiting rich
farmers if she would remember the
a'est .of the programme enunicated in
11er Bangalore statement, where much
is made of the need ta pratect the
,small farmers against the aggressive
.designs .of the kulaks. The latter
must therefore be warned, truly and
well, befare certain types .of expecta-
tions get built up.

Bank nationalisation offers t{le
Gavernment the appartunity for the
first time, since independence, ta put
inta shape a coherent scheme for allo-
(:ation .of credit among the different
ections and parts of the community.

H is not even enangh to work aut a
Tough allacation ofr aggregate credit
over the different sectors; Iabout
.equally important is the need ta
evalve a socially appropriate rate
:structure. The principle which the
private commercial banks in the
country have follawed till now,
namely, the lusher you are, the larger
the ad-vance yau will obtain from the
banks, and at the lowest possible cost,
11asto, be reversed all the way. There
(:an be no question .of depriving maj'or
industries of necessary credit; but
they must be ma e to pay the requi-
site price for it; the phenomenan .of
tycoans obtaining credit from com-
pliant banks at 6 per cent and mak-
ing a return of 26 per cent on the
basis .of that credit has to end .once
and for all. The price .of credit
must be jacked up in such instances
in conformity with the parallel prin-
.ciple of what the market would be

I able to bear. A rich kulak, if in need
<offunds, should similarly be made to
pay a rate of interest commensurate
'with the fabulous returns he is cur-
rently reaping from agricultural pur-
suits. At the other end, it should be
:among the discretionary powers .of the
banks under the reorganised set-up to
.offer credit to a small industrial or:
ganiser or farmer, if he so deserves,
:at a rate which is below cost. In the
,overall, such types of transactions
,could still provide an ample surplus
from the banking sector for being
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channelled towards socially desirable
directioils in case the rich borrowers
are soaked as much as ,is feasible.

A discriminatory rate structure
should thus be the pivot of the ope-
rational principles to be enunciated
for the natianalised banks. This is
however an instrument which can
cut both ways. If the right men are
in charge, such a policy could bring
about a large measure of egalitarian-
ism in the distribution of credit; but
if what takes place is a mere shuffling
of the old bunch of civil servants
having strong links with the estab-
lished business houses, the apparatus
could be twisted, and twisted to serve
altogether perverse ends. This is
also the lesson which emerges from
the Report of the Industrial Licens-
ing Policy Enquiry Committee. The
Committee has cavered several old
grounds as well as a number of new
ones; its 'suggestion to bring back
under industrial licensing items
"liberalised" during the laissez faire
years of 1964-68 is in pleasing contrast
to the pusillanimity displayed by the
so-called Planning Commission. But
what stands aut is the Committee's
implicit observation that it is not so
much codes and procedures, as the
men who are assigned the responsibi.
lity for enforcing them, who deter-
mine the actual econamic process i~a
country. As the Committee points
out, despite the clear directives of
State policy, financial institutions in
the public sector itself-for example,
the Industrial Financial Corporation
of India-have followed a systematic
policy of discriminating \in favour of
the leading industrial houses.

It is men who matter, men who
are ta be entrusted with the job of
ttJrning the tide of socio-economic
policy away from the Sw~tantra high
waters .of recent years. Such men
have to be chasen with care. Mrs
Gandhi, at this late stage, cannot
possibly chaose individuals who. will
support her with their acumen as
the rope supports a person who is
going to be hanged. This them~
needs to be repeated over and over
again. Gimmickry or nat, she is now
launched on a course of economic
policy which IS not easily reversible.

#"~ " ;'.'~. "}'-'

A failure of this policy\ will be, more
than anybody else's, her funeral. She
must chaose well the individuals who
are to translate her poliey into eco·
nomic reality. In this task, the con-
ventional group of pragmatists will
scarcely do; she is in need .of men
who have the right ideological con-
victions. It will be a great pity if
she misses the point. I

What A President!

With Presidents-elected, self-ap-
pointed, vice and acting-resigning
all over it is heartening to find at
least one digging himself in. Sou th
Korean 'President' Chung Hee Park's
concern for the well-being of the
country does not allow him to step
down at the end of the second term
.of presidency in 1971-as required by
he 'constitution'. His Democratic

Republician Party would rather suit.
ably change the 'constitution'. But
immediately after the news got wind
40,000 uyiversity students came out
on the ,treets of Seoul to stage de-
monstrations. In weeklong clashes
with the police hundreds of them
were injured and arrested. To estab.
lish 'order' South Korean universities
and colleges have been closed down.

In demanding 'constitutionar con-
duct fram 'President' Park the students
showed themselves to be more royal-
ist than the king! After all the pre-
sent 'constitution' was a gift from
General-President Park after he seized
power by the military coup of 1961.
And obviously he does not regard

. 'constitution' to be a sacred cow. He
rigged in a cavalier fashion the elec-
tions (June, 1967) held under his
constitution. In the following month
he smuggled out .of the country
troaps to be hired by the Americans
for service in Vietnam-that too in
violation of his constitution. 'With
such a record of independence, 'Pre-
sident' Park can only have a hearty
laugh at the efforts of the opposition
parties to form a national struggle
committee to fight against constitu-
tional amendments. In their mani-
festo adopted late last month the

1
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tract with the South Korean army. curred to New Delhi, newly indep
To soften the Americans Seoul has dent, that an altered caste system was
already offered Cheju island, 50 miles being devised for the world after
off the south-western coast, as a nu- "Vorld War II. In those confused
clear base after U.S. withdrawal from days, rendered more confusing by the
Okinawa. There is no reason how- Cold War, Nehru, if not all New
ever to think that their talks would I Delhi, got a wholly exaggerated no-
be confined to problems of military tion of India's role in world affairs.
collaboration. Chung Hee Park's Illusion persists, as can be seen from
'presidential inauguration' in. July the frequent foreign trips maGe by
1967 was blessed by the presence of Mrs Indira Gandhi, 1fr Dinesh Singh
American Vice-President Hubert and some not made at all, after all,
Humphrey. During his coming visit by Mr T. N. Kaul. It does not do
to Washington this month 'President' New Delhi much credit that it had to
Park can reasonably hope to get some wait to be told by the British where
necessary tips about how to bulldoze it got off, somewhere far and far
the amendment through Parliament. away from Heathrow.

Commensurate rethinking around
Palam or Dum Dum is indicated be-
cause some of ,India's permanent
friendships have proved rather tran.
sient; equally unhappily, some of
her transient animosities are proving
rather obsessive. Perhaps the ori-
ginal sin of Inelian diplQmacy was
that it started with that misbegotten
child of the British Empire, the In"
dian Civil Service, with its political
wing, and grew with the Indian
Foreign Service, which is more caste-
conscious than the most orthodox
Hindus could ever think of. It was
Beecham who first told the British
railways how to get out of the red;
Duncan is apparently doing some-
thing very similar f9r the Foreign
Office, which already has a handful
from the merged Commonwealth Re-
l~tions Office. It is amazing how
none of these things ever happen to
South Block which is plainly modelled
on the British pattern-of perhaps
a hundred years ago. Nehru was
sometimes fond of saying that India's
foreign policy grew out of India's
traditions and history; that the po-
licy and the service would so soon
acquire some of the worst indigenous
qualities was perhaps unknown to
him.

Time was when nothing delighted
Nehru more than dubbing Britain or
France a second or third rate Power.
It did not then occur to most of us
that this circumstantial demotion
broke few hearts in France or Eng-
lanel where the Empire had already
become something 0t a stage joke.
There is a certain poetic justice, and
perhaps dramatic irony, in Sir Val
Duncan's recent report to the Foreign
Office that most of the British mis-
sions abroad are useless; and those
in the so-called Commonwealth coun-
tries are qui te unnecessarily expen-
sive. India is thus, for the British
Foreign Office, a member of what Sir
Val calls the "outer area". In spite,
or because, of India's growing irrele-
vance in international affairs, Lon-
don has now the pleasure of telling
New Delhi that, diplomatically, India
is no longer a Brahmin. A vq.isya
st;:itus, with a few commercial dele-
gations visiting now and again, will
do. The enormous High Com(nis-
sion in New Delhi will have fewer
Rolls-Royce cars and be a little less
high. :~'

This / again is the British habit of
understatement all over the place;
and around it can be seen the old

. and incorrigible Hindu habit of
Manager swallowing a whole cow and then be-
Frontier 1ng choked by the tail. It never oc-

Business
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committee said that the proposed
amendment to give the 'President' a
third term would lead to 'perpetual.
dictatorshi p'.

Irrelevant questions of constitu-
tional propriety apart 'President'
Park has an impressive record t-o his
credit-enough to earn him a couple
of Presidential terms. Although after
the coup of 1961 he removed his uni-
form to become a 'civilian" President,
he did not .ditch the army which,
now 620,000 strong, is the fourth
largest in the world. Apart from
annual budgetary increases in the
Army's share, 'President' Park has se-
cured for it American aid of $150
million per annum. Close bonds
with that great power across the
Pacific have not only provided South
Korea with affluent customers in the
shape of 50,000 American troops sta-
tioned in her territory but also se-
cured for Korean products a fabulous
market in South Vietnam.

~rticles cannot be returned
unless accompanied by return
postage.

The U.S. Secretary'of State William
Rogers visiting Seoul this week would
certainly discuss about the next con-

FRONTIER

Thanks to the 'Presidents' business
acumen, he has turned the Army into
a good commercial proposition. Fifty
thousand Korean troops now serving
in Vietnam are Seoul's best foreign_
exchange earners. As &e Korean
paper bluntly stated, "we can earn
foreign exchange through the export
of idle manpower". Thus by a single
stroke the 'President' could end un-
employment, boost the 'national' eco-
nomy and supply cannon-fodder in the
war, in the words of President Park,
"to implant freedom and peace on a
foreign land".

••
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also by "non-socialist" (read "capi-
talist") countries and, on the other
hand, the present act was "a continua-
tion of the process whiCh has long
been under way". In the con-
text of the increasing difficulties of
reSOurce mobilisation (within the con-
fines of the existing property rela-
tions)_it seems quite normal for the
Prime Minister to declare, in the
second place, that it was a step. to
"mobilise adequate resources for de-
velopment" (read "capitalist deve-
lopment"). Thirdly, this measure
was aimed at providing better credit
facilities to agriculture, export and
small-scale production. This, again,
shows that the act is an attempt to
widen the basis of capitalism in order
to strengthen the position of the capi-
talist class as a whole. All this is
done without in any way affecting the.-
existing relations of production and
without, touching the foreign mono-
poly capital which plays a vital role
in our economy.

The political context of the mea-
sure in question is also important.
It is the context of the
increasing radicalisation of the
Indian people and the utter discredit
in which the Congress has fallen
beginning with the 1967 elections.
As this proves, it is no longer pos-
sible for the ruling party, represent-
ing the exploiting classes, to behave
in the old (way and some new illusion
of "progressiveness" must have to be
created on its behalf. This necessity
is perhap's not yet fully understood
by everybody in the ruling party and-
as a result the differences in the rul-
ing party manifest themselves through
different stands taken on the one
hand by Morarji Desai and his fac-
tion representing the so-called "con-
servative" elements and Indira Gan-
dhi and her faction, on the other,
representing the so-called "progres-
sive" elements. .•.

We must also note among the big
bourgeoisie the absence of any signi-
ficant sign of being unduly upset by
this act, though there might have been

. some initial reservation about it on
the part of individual representatives
of the class. That there is already
a change even in this reservation is

to bestow upon the State-its official
representative-an increasingly larger
share in the national economy there
have been sp~cific factors in India
contributing towards the same end.
There are reasons to believe that the
Indian bourgeoisie who, in the main,
had led the national movement against
imperialism, wanted to develop India
along an independent capitalist path.
'".\hismost mature bourgeoisie in Asia
oll\side Japan was very much cons-
cious of the economic difficulties fac-
ed by an underdeveloped country like
India and it was specially aware that
private enterprise alone, given the
meagre financial and technical re-
sources at its disposal, 50uld not de-
liver the goods. Hence it consciously
opted for an active and in,creasing
intervention by the State in the Indian
economy. There was also a second
reason-to limit the excessive con-
centration and monopoly of econo-
mic power-that too in the interests
of the capitalist class as a whole.
(Juridical anti-monopoly measures
are quite common in contemporary
capitalism). The big bourgeoisie, by
itself very weak in such a backward
country, . could not afford to alienate
itself from the middle and the small
bourgeoisie as far as possible. Thus
state capitalism was .instituted and
strengthened in order to serve the
interests of the capitalist class as a
whole even though it might go against
the interests of particular capitalists.

Revealing Broadcast
It is in this background that we

should examine this particular mea-
sure of nationalisation. We must say
that in this respect Mrs Gandhi's
short broadcast on the theme is infi-
nitely more revealing than all the
pompous and high-sounding -declara-
tions on it indulged in by the neo-
Social Democrats. She stressed that
what the government was doing was
nothing new. On the ODehand bank
nationalisation had been undertaken

Banking On What?
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THE bank nationalisation measure
has once again shown the

ideological bankruptcy of the Left
Establishment. The basic question
that it has not tried to face in any
serious scientific way is the follow-
ing : w'hat are the class forces working
behind this measure, and, in the in-
terest of which class has the measure
been undertaken ?

It should, in the first place, pe clear
that bank nationalisation will stren-
gthen the state capitalist sector of the
economy, exactly in the same way as
the nationalisation of the Imperial
Bank and life insurance had done.
It should also be clear to people hav-
ing an elementary sense of objecti~ty
that state capitalism has, in the main,
served the property owners rather
well during the last two decades.
Before showering fulsome praise on
the "progressiveness" of the particular
act in question the neo-Social Demo-
crats should have done at least two
things-look back on the evolution
of modern capitalism and return to
some of the well-known classical texts
of Marx.ism-Leninism. Then they
would have seen that at a certain stage
of the development of capitalism the
contradiction between the social char-
acter of production and the capitalist
character of appropriation creates a
situation where the productive forces
themselves g.ress forward to 'p'ut an
end to the contradiction, "to the ac-
tual recognition of their character as
social productive forces"-in the clas-
sic phrase of Engels-and it is this
pressure that leads, ultimately, to the
direct ownership and control of the
means of production by the state, as
the official representative of the capi-
talist society. Marx had such a de-
velopment in mind when he spoke of
"the abolition pf ca:pital as private
property within the limits of the capi-
talist mode of production itself".

Apart from the general factors that
have pushed contemporary capitalism
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Waiting For August 16

party bosses out to ruin the nation.
On the surface it is a lull and wilJ

be so until after the Presidential poU
on August 16, after which Mrs Gan-
dhi is expected to undertake a crash-
campaign tour of the country to re-
furbish her 'image and put the Syn-
dictate in its place. The hypocritical
crowd which was promoting the Syn-
dicate against Mrs Gandhi is the one
now on _the Prime Minister's band.
wagon trying to tell everybody that
the Syndicate is finished. But in a
war of attrition 'Of this kind no side
is going to be finished so easily.

Part of the war of attrition was the
story inspired in a daily about a
move to reorganise the Home Minis-
try, stripping it of political intelli-
gence and Centre.State relations. It
was certainly aimed at embarrassing
Mr Chavan. If anyone lost in the
whole drama, it was poor Mr Chavan
whose chances of becoming the Prime
Minister some d~ are receding fast.
He backed the Syndicate over Mr
Sanjiva Reddy but when it came to
forcing a "resignation crisis" in the
Cabinet, he backed out quietly. Mr
Kamaraj's bluff is also called.

Between now and August 16, nei-
ther the Syndicate nor the Prime
Minister is likely to attempt any ad.
venture. Both the sides are content
to lie low because Mr Sanjiva Reddy's
election involves big stakes. There
are wild rumours afloat about immi.
nent and massive defections from the
Congress side in favour of Mr V. V.
Giri. The two communist parties
.look absolutely convinced about this

against !he Indian bourgeoisie ancYlts
allies (or masters) for a single mom-
ent, under any pretext whatsoever,
till they' have built their own state
['Ower after smashing the existing
state machinery.
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View from Delhi

feudal elements at home and imper-
ialism abroad. Needless to say, "this
condition is no longer present in
India today. Hence it is incumbent
upon the working class and its allies
in India not to relent in their struggle

ITwas time someone knocked th~
Stray Thoughts of Mrs Indira

Gandhi into a handy volume for our
edification. One stray thought led
to the nationalisation of banks. Ano·
therJ to go by the political grapeyine,
will affect foreign trade. But na.

..;i6nalisation of foreign trade is a pro-
position her communist friends and
even Pravda would find hard to swal.
low because that would close the only
channel through which proceeds of
the rupee trade. could be pumped
into the lndian political system to
hasten the progress to socialism with-
out tears.

The conflict between Mrs Gandhi
and the Syndicate is not over iss!les,
despite Mr S. K. Patil's ranting at
the Rotary Club luncheon, and the
hardened cynic should be pardoned
if he sees something sinister in the
surreptitious campaign of certain busy-

.bodies to conjure. up visions of a
conspiracy against lndia that is Bha·
rat that is the Prime Minister.- There
was very little conviction behind the
bank natiopalisation decision, if one
has any knowledge of the circums-
tances in which the snap decision was
taken. The name of a certain offi-
cial of the Prime Minister's Secre-
tariat is linked with the politicking
that attended the decision. And now
you will hear in New Delhi talk of
Mrs Gandhi announcing many dra-
matic decisions-not out of a passion
for socialism or any conviction but
to checkmate the Syndicate. The an-
nouncements, we are told, would be
timed to counter the moves of the

/
6

seen from a report on commodity
dealers in Bombay appearing in the
Economic Times of July 23. It says
that "a cautious attitude is being
adopted by most commodity dealers
but the general working of the mar-
kets does not appear to have been
affected much as a sequel to the week-
end ordinance .... The trade received
considerable comfort from the fact
that the banks had been working as
usual. The later belief that the nation-
alisation of banks would hit the
smuggling activities hard was virtual-
ly discarded today".

It is signi1ficant that the measure
was unanimously accepted by the
Central Cabinet and men like Chavan,
S. K. Patil and Atulya Ghosh, hitherto
dubbed "reactionary'" by the Left
Establishment, went out of their way
to congratulate Mrs Gandhi on her
taking 1his "bold step". Did not
Morarji Desai himself 'point ·out that
it was he who had moved the relevant
economic resolutiol! a1 the Bangalore
AICC "without any reservation"?

It is also not surprising that the
most vocal political opponents of the
measure are Jana Sangh and Swatan-
tra leaders, connected, on the whole,
with the most backward segments of
the economy like the semi-feudal ele-
ments in the countryside and small
capitalist elements engaged in trade
and commerce in towns.

Of course there is no negative with-
out the p'Ositive. In a historically
objective sense measures of national-
ization, including ~he '1resent one, are
progressive inasmuch as they create
the material conditions for consolid-
ating the power of the proletariat once
it has &eized political power. But
this is independently of the will of
the bourgeoisie resorting to national-
isation and such acts do not 1'n any
way make it progressive, far less revo-
lutionary. The workers remain wage-
earners, proletarians, after national-
isation as they were before. Even
then the working class can, in a ,semi-
feudal, semi-colonial economy like
ours, forge a provisional united front
wi,th the bourgeoisie resorting to
nationalisation provided this latter
class wages struggle against semi-
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ling attention motion when it was
ready for a full debate.

The statement perhaps was issued
to impress the restive following of the
leadership's revolutionary bona fides
and needless to say Mr N amboodiri-
pad will offer an elaborate, philoso-
phical explanation to the Home Min-
ister. In the first place, there is
nothing objectionable in the state.
ment and the party would do well to
limit itself to saying that it stood by
it. Mr Gopalan is taking this stand
while Mr Namboodiripad's reaction
to the Home Minister's summons fur
talks is not too commendable.

One recalls a similar controversy
some ten years ago, when in a parti-
cular context, Mr Namboodiripad as
Chief Minister of the CPI,.led Minis-
try said if the Congress and other
forces in the State continued to do
what they were doing, it would lead
to a civil war situation. Mr Nehru
wrote to Mr Namboodiripad at length
and the Chief Minister replied at
greater length and no one remembers
how the controversy ended.
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would be from the rightist parties and
none of them are for Mr Giri. The
bulk of these votes therefore would
go to Mr Sanjiva Reddy and are as
good as first preference votes for him.

The Syndicate seems to be playing
it cool, leaving Mr Sanjiva Reddy's
campaign in the initial stages to Mrs
Gandhi's charge, to add to her em-
barrassment. The bosses will step in
in the later stages to shepherd the
votes at the Pradesh level.

Durgapur Union
It was an uncomfortable week for

the Marxists in Parliament. The in-
terrogation of the Government on
the recognition of the union in Dur-
gapur revealed that it was a matter
for the State Government, which
means the extremist streng~h in the
union is one of the reasons holding

, up the recognition and i~ anyone is
responsible for the non-recognition it
is the CPI (M) and its Ministers.

The greater embarrassment was
over the "wreck-the~Constitution
speech". In the first skirmish, in the
Rajya Sabha, the Marxi'st argument
was that the statement in question
had been distorted by the Press.
When Mr Bhupesh Gupta tried to
defend the CPI (M), Mr V. C. Shukla
silenced him by gently reminding him
that after all the two CPI ministers
in Kerala were the first to take ex-
ception.. to Mr Ranadive's speech in
London. The N amboodiripad-Gopa_
ran statement had been issued in de-
fence of Mr Ranadive's speech.

T.he next day in the Lok Sabha,
the party seemed to be on a slightly
stronger ground. Mr Gopalan was a
member of the. House and his case
cannot go by default. Mr P. Rama-
murti's contention was that the news-
paper reports of the statement were
garbled versions ot the Malayalam
original and the authentic text should
be taken into account. But it trans-
pired that the published versions
were not substantially different from
the text made available by Mr Gopa-
Ian. At this stage, Mr Ramamurti
demanded a full debate on the issue.
Wha t one failed to understand was
why his party should object to a cal-
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and seem to base their calculations
on the Prime Minister's rc:adiness to
engineer :a sabotage of Mr Sanjiva
Reddy's election. If Mrs Gandhi
were to attempt such sabotage (there
is evidence of some of the junior
memb'ers of the Kitchen Cabinet en-
gaging in such sabotage using the
communist Press) it would be a des-
perate gamble. For in spite of all
this, Mr Sanjiva Reddy might win
and the Syndicate would get even
with her sooner than she expects.

Short of a miracle, Mr Sanjiva
Reddy should win hands down. To
defeat him, as of now, the Prime
Minister would have to organise the
defection of about 30 per cent of the
Congress value vote, which she can-
not. There is little doubt that there
would be large-scale cross-voting in
the contest and defections are not a
Congress monopoly. In the last
minute, the rightist parties, if they
find Mr Giri is getting support from
Congress sections, would quietly jet-
tison Dr Deshmukh and vote for Mr
Sanjiva Reddy.
. Arithmetically, Mr Sanjiva Reddy
should have no difficulty in winning:
the Congress has 52.5 per cent of the
value vote in the electoral college.'
Mr Giri's hard core support will not
exceed 25 per cent and Dr Desh-
mukh's, 18 per cent. The rest is
floating vote and even if there is sub-
stantial cross-voting from the Congress
side in favour of I Mr Giri, ithe
second preference vote of the rightist
parties will go to Mr Sanjiva Reddy.
It is certain that Dr Deshmukh will
be eliminated in the first count if Mr
Sanjiva Reddy does not win outright.
In the second cbunt, the second prefer-
ence of Dr Deshmukh's voters would
be distributed between Mr Sanjiva
Reddy and Mr Giri. The Congress
whip requires its voters to exercise
only the first preference vote and
most of them will not exercise their
second preference. The same will be
the case with the leftist parties be-
cause none of them would favour giv-
ing the second preference vote to Mr
Sanjiva Reddy or an opponent of
bank nationa1~sation .like Dr Desh-
mukh. The second preference votes
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thaugh they have been strictly warned
nat to. giv~ him any platfarm and nat
to. have any truck with him. A cam-
·paign far suspending such disabedient
cadres and 10.cal Yauth Cangress
leaders is in full swing in several
districts, particularly in Trichur Dis-
trict, at the time af writing.

The Kerala Students Unian, the
students' wing af: the Cangress, is also.
split a~~r the issue af Mr Jahn. While
the leadership has bawed dawn to.
the dictates af the KPCC and issued
strictures against him, a big sectian
af the rank and file have revalted
against this. This develapment is
likely to. affect the farthcaming cal-
lege unian electians.

~nti-Malappuram Move
In spite af the fact that the Jana

Sangh imparted big guns fram aut-
side, like a retired Brigadier, and a
sizable number af valunteers tao. far
their \campaign against Malappuram
District which had also. the benefit af
suppart by the Sarvadayite, Mr Kela-
ppan, the agitatian fizzled aut mast
ridiculausly with a demanstratian in
Trivandrum, during the third week af
July. All alang, at all centres, the
agitatian was the abject af public-
ridicule and thaugh the papers
bIa:zaned farth impressive - reparts,
the demanstratians were at best a
p'erfun~ary . farmality. And the
biggest laugh was raised at the final
demanstratian in Trivandrum led by
a retired Brigadier and th~ final
ep.isade af. the farce came with a high
saunding statement by the Secretary
af the Jana Sangh that the ~gitatian
had achieved its abjective and tha.t it
had been a' success. However camfart-
ing these assumptions might be, the
agitatian did nat achieve its main,
co.vert, abjective which was to. em-
barrass the Gav~rnment by pravoking
Hindu,.Muslim riats. It is a tribute
to. the restrained and liberal outlaak' of
both these communities in the State
that, in spite of the insensate cam-
munal progaganda whipped up by
the agitatian, they refused to. ablige
the Hindu cammunalist movement
hea;ded by ,a so-called ~rue-blue
Gandhian Sarvadayite.

As indicated already, the CPI has

appeals at the slightest pravacatian.
He called upan them to. functian like
dign~fied, responsible men.

The KPCC President stated public-
ly that the party was gravely cansider-
ing the Law Minister's remarks and
that actian wauld be taken an these
at the next KPCC meeting. After
this the Law Minister, in an effart to.
mallify them, issued invitatians to.
the leaders to. a dinner meet at his
hause. No. KPCC leader accepted
the averture. On the ather hand they
trie3 to. maunt a case against the
Union Minister. They asked the
Students Unian· President to. give a
written repart af the speech at the
meeting when~ he had presided. The
Unian President went back an his
usually abedient rale and refused to.
do. so., abviausly feeling that, as be-
tween the twa, Panampilli was hle
stranger. '

At the KPCC Executive meeting it
was decided to. call far an explana-
tian fram the Unian Law Minister.
This is likely to. tum into. a dauble-
edged sward. Panampilli, ar far that

I\ll1atter" any han est Cangressman
cauld trat aut any number af paints
to. substantiate the allegatian. It is a
fact that even thase who.dislike the Un-
ian Minister (and this sectian ts can-
siderably big inside the Cangress),
have welcamed his speech which was
anlyplain, unvarnished truth.

The Pradesh Cangress leadership
has all alang been blind to. 'P-opular
issues and their effarts nave always
been d}rected at re,taining a strangle-
hald an the arganisatian by fair means
ar faul.

The fate af the KPCC leadership,
in getting mare and mare alienated
fram the rank and file af the Can-
gress, seems to. have avertaken the
Yauth Cangress leadership also., since
they have elected to. play it safe by
allawing themselves to. be staages af
the KPCC leaders. Over the issue af
the suspensian af Mr M. A. Jahn, .a'
KPCC member, far vaicing radic'al
views, the Yauth Cangre'ss has been
split into. twa' camps. The tap lead-
ership. sided with the aId guard af the
KPCC while a big sectian has gane
against them' and have been acknaw-
ledging Mr Jahn as a leader even
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THE Kerala Pradesh Cangress
Cammittee Executive an July

18 discavered a bigger and mare
insidiaus enemy than the Marxists, and
that is Mr Panampilli Gavinda Men-
an, the Unian Law Minister. Mr
Menan, in a Sipeech, an July 2, at a
meeting canvened by the Yauth Can-
gress and Kerala Students Unian
elements, near Trichur, campared the
KPCC to. an aged prastitute who. is
naw farced to. make a living by rent-
ing aut her daughter far the aldest
prafessian an earth. He camp.ared
the KPCC to. the braken baw / af
Kamadeva. . He charged it with
lack af imaginatian and inability to.
arganise any sart af effective palitical
wark ar agitatian and stated that the
leadership was naw abliged to. rely
mainly an the yaunger elements af the
Yauth Cangress and the Kerala Stu-
dents Unian. He cited examples af
pop.ular issues and welfare pragram-
mes which, thaugh fully financed by
the Centre, had been systematically
neglected by the State Administra-
tians. The KPCC had nat taken up
any papular cause far agitatian. They
had nat even canvened a meeting
during the last twa years in which he
cauld have had a chance to. meet· and
address the Cangress warkers.

These remarks, heartily endarsed
by the rank and lfile af the Cangress
and by the general public, tauched
the KPCC leadership to. the quick.
They sent petitians to. the' Cangress
President and the Prime Minister,
stating that Panampilli was helping to.
damage the image .af the <Cangress.
Receiving no. respanse, they represent-
ed the matter again, persanally, to. the
leaders at the AICC Bangalare meet.
This also. did nat praduce any result.
But it pravaked a justified remark
fram the Unian Law Minister, wha_
campared the Pradesh Cangress lead-
ers to. a pack af spailt children who.
made it an inveterate pracedure to.
pester the Centre with their tearful
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Truly the power o~ the Press is

great. Specially when it has the
mighty dollar behind it. Otherwise
how come that even those who swear
by Marxism and anti-American.im.
perialism have gone wild in lauding
the landing of the American astro.
nauts on the moon? It is no doubt
a great victory of science and tech-
nology but, to slightly misquote Mrs
Gandhi, for what purpos~? The
idea of science for its own sake has
finally, it seems, been sold to the
world, Marxists et a!. Practically nO
one of any consequence has ques.
tioned what it means or why billions
of dollars should be spent on this
race to the moon when the USA
even now has a large percentage,
not blacks alone but whites even, of

friction between the examinees and
the examiners will be removed. Only
one point will remain: it may be
asked why in a democracy three
failures should be necessary for
a pass? It may be all right in a
country ruled by a military dictator,
whatever he may chose to call him-
self. We should certainly do things
a little better. Why not pass them
after a second failure? It may even
be asked, why not after the first
failure?

Nineteen ejghty-four is still a de-
cade and a half away. But Orwell's
strange phrases, it seems, have s~art-
ed appearing much ahead of time.
Thanks to Big. Brother Yahya Khan
from now on it can be said with
truth: Fail is pass.

All this has interesting possibilities
which democrats can work out in
detaii. Ticketless travellers caught a
number of times can be given free
season tickets. Smugglers, aftelI' be·
ing hauled up twice or thrice, can
be handed out permits. Doctqrs who
bungle and kill patients can be award-
ed MDs. Food and medicine adul-
terators can be given licences.

And to be fair to the poor depriv.
ed politicians, would-be ministers
who cannot get into the legislatures
or Parliament after a certain number
of· tries should bel given the mem·
bership. /

GYAN KAPUR

Calcutta Di~ry

MlLIT AR Y commanders are alw_ays
supposed to be men of .direct

action :anci sim~licity. In spIte of
all the tall talk of democracy there
is an undercurrent of feeling. among
the votaries of pemocracy in ~his
country that since it is no~ workmg,
the alternative is the PakIstan way,
and they make no bones about. it
that th-ey consider it a good .thmg
too.' The latest pronouncem~nt of
the Pakistan President, General.Yahya
Khan, can therefore be commended
to these votaries of military dictator-
ship. The General in his wisdom
has commended that all those stu-
dents who appear at examiflations
thrice' but still fail to pass can be
straightaway given their diplomas.
This is the General's solution to the
problems of student unrest in his
kingdom.

Of course even in the gagged Press
of Pakistan protests have been voiced
by those who think they know better
than the General. But the students
themselves may welcome it, though
their reactions are yet to be known.
In time unfortunately two classes
would surely come up. There will be
those who passed and got their dip-
lomas or degrees or whatever it may
be called and those who got t~m by
a system of 'fail-pass' which of course
has nothing to do with the 'fail-pass'
of the Strategic Air Command of the
US, the dear friends of the General
and his ilk.

Whatever the final outcome of the
issue in Pakistan, it is sure to have
sympathetic vibrations in our coun-
try. Here at least is one issue on
which large bodies of people, eyen
if students only, can' agree whole-
heartedly. In any case it is nowadays
nobody's guess when most examina-
tions are going to be held. Nor can
one be too sure that the results' when
announced will have any real relation
to the answer papers handed in by
the candidates. 'Once the system of
fail-pass is introduced, most points of
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decided to give up its heroic, holier-
than-thou stance and eat the humble
pie. They now ~tate that they did
not issue any ultImatum and that
they had only the interests .o~ the
United Front and the Admmistra-
tion at heart. The Marxists, in an
unrelenting mood, were insisting on
a categorical assurance of. better
behaviour in future before It could
aoree Ito convene the Co-ordination
C~mmittee which toe CPI deman-
Ided. The Marxists (alleged that
this was a suspicious move by t?e
CPI intended to rope in some parties
of the' UF to gang up against the
Marxists. An assurance to the
contrary was being demanded by
the Marxists as precondition to any
Co-ol1dination Committee meeting.
The CPI meeting with all the natio-
nal big guns headed by Mr Dange,
at TrivandruIIl.) did not cause even
a tiny ripple in this State and the end
result happened to be abject surren-
der. This mood is not likely to last
long. During the. nex~ Assembly
)ses~ion, commencmg m August
the .local CPI leadership is -likely to
resort to Marxist-baiting.

The Marxists scored a big victory
over the CPI over the issue of the
transfer of the Managing Director of
'the rrravancore Cochin ~hemicals,
the premier State undertaking. But
this victory has been at the expense
of the interests of the' State. For,
nmder this i Mana~ing Director, the
moribund unit had develqued vigor-

, ous signs of life and- development.
Unfortunately, he became a bone of
contention between the Marxists and
the CPI and with the Marxists'. vic-
tory, he has been ditched and along
with him, the unit too. .

This illustrates the price toe State
has ha to pay for toe interminable
political dogfights between the part-
ners of the United Front. Develop-
ment and welfare programmes of the
State are all in cold storage; the
positive, people-oriented aspects of
the Administration have become at-
rophied and massive funds allotted
by the Centre for vital needs like
roads and bridges etc. are allowed to
lapse time and again.
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ment by the Deputy Chief Minister
was at all reported. The mystery
was cleared up only on Sunday night
when I heard the actual words of
the Deputy Chief Minister when the
radio reported the event.

Mr Basu's comments should have
read as follows: "We're }\'eO.laware
that mostly we'll be criticised and in-
deed, it'll mean we've gone wrong
in our policies somewhere if this does
not happen. However, we can't in. _
sist that all people will think as we
do." A mere matter of punctuation
no doubt. But it made a world of
difference to the meaning. The
paper cannot plead the excuse of the
much-maligned printer's devil for
such lapses.

The editorial of ;the Hindwsthan
Standard of Monday is also based on
a statement which the Deputy Chief
Minister never made. To quote the
relevant portion: "If newspapers
operate without outside interfe{rence
and editorial comments are taken in
the spirit they are made that will
only help the Government-it will
come t6 know where it has gdne
wrong."

Mr Basu in fact should not and
indeed, has no such touching faith
in the Hindusthan Standard or any
such newspaper's ,editorial! com-
ments in guiding the United Front
Government. He in fact assigned a
purely negative role to the editorial
comments of such newspapers. If
they do not criticise, it would show
the Government was going some-
where wrong in its policies. Perhaps
it is too much to expect that these
ne~spapers would accept such a role.
So they have chosen to ignore or slur
over the whole issue.

the light of this achievement no one
should laugh at the idea of a; nuclear
base on the moon, may be manned,
may be unmanned. This will ensure
that in the unlikely event of the en:
tire V.S. nuclear armoury on this
earth being dest oyed by another
power, the U$A can still hit back
and destroy the enemy whoever he
may be. That is what we are all ceo
lebrating. __"',-",..z...:

'*' '*'

Much has been made, recently by
the Ananda Bazar group of papers
about the different versions given
out by CPI, (M) leaders and organs
of the incident involving the paper
and which led to a big furore in the
name of freedom of the Press. It was
implied that this group was always
factual and gave the only true yer-
sion. Without going into the de.
tails of this controversy, it is instruc-
tive to see how the speech of the
Deputy Chief Minister at the Press.
Club function has been reported and
commented upon by the English
paper of the group, the Hindusthan
Standard.

Not being present at the function,
1 was completely puzzled by the fol-
lowing comments attributed to Mr
Basu by the paper: "We're well
aware that mostly we'll be criticised
and indeed, it will mean we've gone
wrong in our policies somewhere. If
this does' not happen, however, we
can't insist that all people will think
as we 'dQ."

I was e}(tremely puzzled to read
this. It was an incredible statement
to come from Mr Basu. On the face
of it he was admitting in the first
sentence that all criticism from what-
ever source 'it might\.come would
show that tlie United Front had
gone wrong in its policies. The next
sentence was completely confusing. If
it meant anything at all, it showed
a touching Gandhian preference on
the part of Mr Basu for criticism and
regret lif it did no come.

I was comple:tely mystified, refu-s.
ing to believe all this was what Mr
Basu had actually said. Going
through 'The Statesman was not of
much help either. No such state-
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those who have to get free rations
from the Government just to eat.
Prof. Sat yen Basu was an exception
in his reaction, but his is a lone

. . ~~
VOIce. .~ j t' III

Public memory of course is pro-
verbially short. But at least Marxists
should Istudy American imperialism
a little more closely and not cast
the problems of yestery~ar to the
dustbin ,of his-tory. The race for
space mastery was never started in the
interest of pure science. In any case
whatever others might think, science
for the sake of science is not much
in vouge in the,.-USA. Each and
every programme has a definite end.
The space race had definite military
ends. The VSA has made no secret
of its belief that whoever wins the
race to the moon is going to dictate
his terms to the world. The land-
ing of the astronauts on the. moon
marks the victory of the USA's pro-
gramme for world domination. In

10



* I think t~at in' the analysis of a social
formation two kinds of "errors" (i.e., of
ideological \approaches) are readily made ..
One is to "limit" the "analysis" to juridi-
cial for,ms (this is the error you denounce) ;
tbe other is to "limit" the "analysis" to
economic forms (this is the error which
you make, and which is also present in any
discourse on political economy concerned
only with forms: exchange, money, prices,
market, etc.). In both cases no tnle ana-
lysis takes place, since the emphasis is P1e-

II

Market Relations
To list as the primary factor-as

you do--not class relations (the exis-
tence of a bourgeoisie which "collec-
tively" owns the means of produc-
tion) but marl<et relations is due, it
seems to me, ~ an error in :principle,
and leads to a number of other
errors. ,

The error in principle is the very
one you denounce at the end of the
note on p. 7 of your article j there
you say that in order to. understand
the nature of a mode of production
(or of a social formation), "one must
dig deep' below the surface to un-
cover underlyiI?g relationships and
processes." But to put emphasis on
the existence of a "'market" (and
therefore also on the existence of
money and p,rices) in defining the na-
,ture of a social formation, means
precisely to put emphasis 0'0 the
surface, on what is immediately "ap-
'parent" -it is consequently a failure
to come to grips with underlying rela-
tionships. These exist at the level of
production i.e., at the level of basic
social relationships. It is 'the system
of these relationship'S that produces
determined effects (economic, politi-
cal, ideological) on the agents of pro-
duction. bne of these essential effects
may be to divide the agents into social
classes and place these classes in det-
ermined objective relationships (of
domination, exploitation, etc.).

The -pnictice (economic, politi-
cal, ideological) of t~e agents and
particularly of the political leaders can
be understood OIily in terms of the
place they occupy within the system
of social relationships.

The error in principle-putting em-
phasis on surface phenomena,:{. on the

erroneous, and which I would like to
discuss. I shall limit myself to two
basic problems: (1). the problem of
the nature. of socialism, and (2) the
problem of the roots of the trends
toward the restoration of capitalism
(hence, of the origin of this restora-
tion where it has already clearly taken
place, as in Yugoslavia).

I begi~ with the second point.
Your thesis seems essentially the

following: the trend toward the res-
toration of capitalism has its "origin"
in the role attributed· to the market,
in the reliance on material incentives,
and in 'organizational forms (what
you, on p. 6 of your article, call con-
trol of the enterprises "in the enter-
'prises themselves").

I think, however, that this list only
designates "secondary facts"-indices
Or results, and not the decisive factor.

In my opinion, the decisive factor-
i.e., the dominant factor is not econo-
mic but politica~.

This decisive political factor (the
importance of which you unfortunate-
ly a:ppear to deny in the last pages of
your article) results Ironi the fact
that the proletariat (Soviet Or Czech)
has lOst its power to a new bourgeOI-
sie, with the result that the revisionist
leadership of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union is today the ins:
trument 9f this new bourgeoisie.

It is impossible to explain the in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia, the inter-
national political line of the USSR
(the character of its relations with
the United States and With.China), or
the "reforms" and the results toward
which they tend (the' full develop-
ment of th~ "market," and the eco-
nomic, political, and ideological do-
mination over\ the masses made pos-
sible by market forms), unless it is
recognized that the' proletariat is no
longer in power.

CHARLES BETrELHEIM

On Transition Between Capitalism
I

And Socialism
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(In our issues of February 15 and 22 we
reproduced an article by Paul M.- Sweezy
on _Czechoslovakia from the Monthly Re-
view. The fojlowing is the text of a letter
addressed to him by Charles Bettelheim and
publishe1 in the March issue of M~ Mr
Bettelheim is the ))irector of the Centre
d'Etudes de Planification Socialiste at
the Sorbonne in Paris.

Mr Sweezy's reply will be reproduced
next week.)

IREAD with great interest your
article on "Czechoslovakia, Ca-

pitalism, and Socialism" in MR. It
contains many important and accurate
statements-especially those)n which
you say that the Czech reforms were
strengthening the existing system, and
stress the fact that what was involved
was a new step along the road of
capitalism (you say "in the direction
of capitalism"). Your denunciation
of the confusion of "juridical cate-
gories" with "real relations of produc-
tion" is similarly an indispensable
correction. This applies equally to
the remark that capitalist ownership
is not necessarily "private" owners~p
(personally, I think that it may be
more appropriate in this context to
speak of "individual" ownership, since
capitalist ownershi1> as a social rela,.
tionship is always "private" ownership
-that of a class-even if it assumes
a "social" juridical form; I think

• that when Marx' sp-eaks of "the abo-
lition of carpital as private property,
within the boup.daries of capitalist
production .itself," his target is pre-
cisely "private" ownership in the
juridical sense). Some of your con-
clusions also strike me as very cor-
rect, particularly your statement that
"in the lfinal analysis .... the invasion
of Czechoslovakia was a sign of
weakness in 'the face of a growing
crisis in the bloc as a whole."

Your article, however, also con-
tains elaborations which strike me s



existence of a market, money, and
prices (which existed also before the
Twentieth Cogress and which exist in
all the socialist countries), and on the
practice of the leadership with respect
to the "market" (a 'P·ractice which
precisely should be explained)-leads
inevitably to other errors.

You very correctly condemn the
use of the term "market socialism",
chiefly because this term places a one-
sided emphasis on the existence Of

market forms in socialist society. It
is here that this term reveals its ideo-
logical character; it indicates an ideo-
logy which favors a considerable deve-
lopment of mark~t relationships, when
in fact such a development (which is
'Possible only -under the domination of
a bourgeoisie) leads tQ the full restor-
ation of capitalism.'

But your criticisms are of a different
nature. IJ

On the one hand, you denounce not
the development, beyond a certain
point, of mark~t relationships,1 but the
very existence Of market relationsh~ps;
moreover, you isolate this existence
and therefore disregard the social and
political conditions which make the
full devs:lopment 9f market relation-
ships possible. You thereby grant a
"privileged" status to these forms,
which are posed without reference to
the conditions without which it is
impossible to give a "description" of
their significance. In doing this-and
here I repeat the statement I have
made earlier-yo~ grant! a privileged
status to a secondary fact, a surface
fact, and obscure what is essential and
primary: the b.asic social relationships,
the class relationships.

On the other hand-and this fol-
lows from th~ preceding point-
your argument, in my opinion, rests
on an important confusion. , You say
that the term "market socialism" is
"-contradictory." Formally this is
obviously not an argument, since all
reality is contradictory. The only
problem then is to know whether the

cisely 011 forms, i.e., on what is "manifest,"
whereas analysis' must reach the ·'~u.nder-
lying" elements which the manifest content
dissimulates (while at' the . same time
"revealing" them):
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verbal expression of a reality and
of the contradictions which chaJ:"-
acterize it, is adequate or not-i.e.,
whether these contradictions are ana-
lyzed in scientific te!"msOr only shown
in ideological terms.

Plan and Market
With respect to the contradiction.

which forms the subject of this discus-
sion and wlJich yqu designate as one
which assumes the form of a contra-
diction b~tween "plan't and "market",
the very fact that this is a contradic-
tion in practice indicates that it is
neither a "ver.bal" contradiction no!
an "ideological contradictiqn" (in the
sense of a contradiction inherent in a
certain ideQlogical "conception" of
socialism), but that it expresses, in
terms that are still_ideological, a real
and effective contradiction. "

Moreover-and I believe that here
lies the root of our· disagreement-the
contradiction "plan" -"market" desig-
nates an essential contradiction in
socialism viewed as a transitional or
passing form; this contradiction is the
surface effect caused by a deeper con-
tradiction, by the basic contradiction
in the transitional fomi which is obvi-
ously situa~ed at the level of the.
production relationshiP'S. and produc-
tive forces. In certain cases this sur-
face contradiction becomes the prin-
cipal contradiction, but it can neve~
be correctly dealt with if it is not view-
ed in relation to the structure of the
productign relationships and ~he pro-
ductive forces.

The preceding means that the con-
tradiction between "market" and
"plan" will continue throughout the
transition from capitalism to commu-
nism.

What characterizes socialism as
opposed to ca'pitalism is not as your
article suggests) the existence of mar-
ket relationships, money, and prices,
but the existence of the domination of
the proletariat, of the dictatorship of
the proletariat., It is through the
exercise of this dictatorship in all areas
-economic, political, ideological-
that market re1atio~~ can be progress-
ively eliminated by means of concrete
measures adapted to concrete situations
and conjunctures. ' This elimination

cannot be "decreed" Or "proclaimed".
It requires political strategy and poli-
tical tactics. When these are lacking,
the 'tinest proclamations may lead to
the opposite of one's stated (and
hoped for) goal.

The notion of a "direct" and imme-
diate" abolition of market relations is
as utop'ian and dangerous as the
noti0l1 of the "immediate abolition" of
the state, and is similar in nature : it
disregards the specific characteristics
(i.e., the specific contradictions) of
the period of transition which consti-
tutes the period of the building of
socialism.

The trend of the evolution at the
level of forms (the development or
retreatOf market forms) is an index
of the evolution of social relationships,
but it is no more than an index. To
"limit" oneself to this index-without
elucidating the movement of the con-
tradictions that determine this evolu-
tion-may therefore be completely
misleading. In certain circumstances
the proletariat which has assumed
power may also be forced into strate-
gic or tactical retreats on the economic
front. --

It goes without saying that in order
for these retreats not to be transformed
into defeats. the first condition is that
they be clearly understood as such and
not understood (and "presented") as
"victories," for the uItimat,e aim is the
complete elimination of market rela-
tionships; there can be no doubt that
this isposs'ible only with the dis:.
appearance of the state, and this can
be achieved only through the estab-
lishment of communism on a world
scale.

If in the Soviet Union the restora-
tion of bourgeois domination is accom-
panied by an extension of the role of
the market, this is evidently because
this domination cannot be complete
("accomplished") except through the
full restoration of market relationships;
this is, moreover, the reason why
this restoration can be understood
only as an effect, as a secondary phe-
nomenon, and not as a primary pheno-
menon.

Impelling Force
Another errrOr (and it is a "trans-
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formation" of the preceding one), it
seems to me is the assertion that the
existence of the "marketlplan contra-
diction" is an impelling force leading
towards the restoration of capitalism
(this is stated in YOur note cited
above).

In reality, at the level of forms this
contradiction is not an impelling force
leading toward anything. Everything
depends on the manner in which it
is dealt with, and this manner depends

.itself on class relations, including those
existing at the ideological level. \

I wish to add that I consider it use-
ful to present these criticisms because
the formulations you advance-and
which you are not alone in ,advancing
(they are found especially in the
speeches of Figel and the writings of
Che) -result objectively in producing
effects of ideological obscurantism.

These formulations in effect mask
the essential problem of socialism, that
of power, the defence of which under
certain conditions may even require,
as I have recalled earlier, retreats on
the economic front (e.g., the NEP).
If your tormulations were taken liter-
ally, Lenin, in favoring the NEP-Le.,
in "strengthening the market"-sup-
posedly "promoted' capitalism".

The effect Of ideological obscurant-
ism stemming from the formulation I
am criticizing manifests itself particu-
larly in YOuranalysis of the "economic
reforms." Reading this analysis, one
has the impression that at the time
they decided on these reforms, the
Soviet leaders supposedly could have
made a "choice" between two "tech-
niques" :-"One would have been a
cultural revolution in the specirfic
sense that the Chinese have given to
that term .... The other response was
to rely increasingly on the discipline of
the market and the incentive of
profit."

But what is involved here is not a
"choice" between two techniques that
would enable the economy to "pro-
gress," but a line of demarcation be-
tween two political courses, between
two classes.

To be sure" the problem that re-
mains to be solved on the, historical
level is that of the concrete process
which made possible th~ reconstitution
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in the Soviet Union of a powerful
bourgeois class and its accession to
political power. The Twentieth Con-
gress as a matter of fact could not
have had its particular content Or eff-
ects if there had not already existed
social relationships unfavourable to the
dictatorship of the proletariat. This
i!l also a good indication of the fact
that the development of these social
relationships was not "determined" by
the development of the market, but on
the contrary was anterior to it.

On the theoretical level on the other
hand (and here too I lfind my-
self in disagreement with your article),
the decl&r~tions of the Communist
Party of China concerning the Cultur-
al Revolution, its objectives and me-
thods, clearly elucidate the ideological
and political .~onditions that must be
realized befor( the threat of a bour-
geois restoration can be successfully
opposed. These declarations, to be
sure, are not only theoretical; they
contain also numerous concrete discus-
sions of concrete conditions in China.
These declarations therefore cannot
be "applied" mechanically, but their
theoretical core has universal value.

I wiIl add that in given historical
circumsatnces the effect of ideological
obscurantism mentioned earlier is in-
creased through an effect of displace-
ment. This occurs when the ideologi-
cal positions which provoke this effect
of obscurantism "feed" a political
practice. Such, I think, is the case of
the political practice of the Cuban
leadership (which I consider it neces-r
sary to discuss briefly at this point).

If this leadership attaches so much
"importance" to problems of market
relationships-to the point of making
them the "center" of its ideological
conception and political practicer-
this cannot be the result only of a sub-
jective 'error." In my opinion, this
is the effect of an ideology and a
political line which concentrate all
power in the hands of a ruling group,
which therefore do not create the
necessary conditions-ideological, or-
ganizational, . and political-for the
democratic exercise of proletarian
power.
Class Significance

On th,e one hand, this political prac-

tice has a class significance which can-
not be analyzed here ; I shall say oniy
that it is related to political domi-
nation by a "radicalized" section of
the petty bourgeoisie. On the other
hands, it produces necessary conse-
quences-Le., consequences that force
themselves of necessity on a govern-
ment that "appeals" to socialism.

One of these consequences is preci-
sely an ideological displacement:
the identification of socialism not
with the dictatorship of the proletariat
(consequently with the power of the
laboring -masses, with the domination
of the Marxist-Leninist ideology, with
the practice by the revolutionary
leadership of a mass line, etc). but
with the "disappearance" of market
relationships.

This "disappearance" is evidently
purely mythical, fOr it cannot take
'place under the given concrete condi-
tions which include of nece~sity the
existence of money and prices, so that
the fact of "denying" this existence
leads to the opposite of the desired
aim-notably to the development of
a black market. In spite of speeches ,
and repression, the effects of real re-
lationsh.ips always end by imposing
themselves.

The substitution of the myth of the
"disappearance" if the market,
money, etc., for the necessary dictator-
ship of the proletariat obviously invol-
ves a political line-a line correspon-
ding to precise social forces and a
precise ideC?logy.

The speeches of the Cuban..leader-
ship,~ especially Fidel's speech of

* Political' a1lalysis, of course, must never
interpret ideological speeches literally. Here,
too, analysis takes place only when one goes
beyond the surface of the speech, conse-
quently beyond its manifest· "meaning," in
order to uncover its latent meaning, the
meaning which the terms of the speech at
one and the same time dissimulate and re-
veal. Such an elucidation must first of all
locate those passages of the speech in which
"masking" occurs; such passages constitute
"critical points." These are naturally of
various jinds, depending on the ideologies
involved; but they present themselves fre.
Quently in the form of "myths," which are
signs of the unthollght, of obsessive and
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In real political practice it is clearly pos-
sible t~ distinguish between a proletarian
practice and a non-proletarian practice.

The former is constantly preoccupied
with "financial strictness," stable and dec-
ling prices, with raising the standard of
living of }he masses by lowering, the prices
of widely used consumer goods. This was
one of the concerns of Soviet policy until
the Twentieth Congress. This is the con-
stant concern of Ohinese policy. Such a
concern is not "fetishism"; it stems frol11(
respect for the labour furnished Iby the
masses, and for their rights.

The seoond practice is indifferent to in-
flation or shortages, and conceals this in-
difference by speaking contemptuously of
"economic, monetary, and financial" pro-
blems. This contempt, however, is in ac-
tual fact contemnt for the labour of the
masses and their rights. It has therefore
the same character as contempt for prole-
tarian aemocracy, fo;:- the free expression of
opinions by the masses. If this second kind
of contempt cannot be expressed but must
be repressed, the first kind, however, may
assume an ideological form enabling it to
affirm itself openly. This form thus reflects
a double signified--one "thought" in ideo-
logical terms (i.e., in reality not thought),
the other strictly "unthought."

..
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The Press

The Ordinance

THE Prime Minister struck
again on July 19 when she "-

introduced the .t\ank n~tionalisat~on
issue at the Umon Cabmet meetmg
and had it promulgated as an Ordin-
ance. Those who had thought that the,
economic policy resolution adopted
at Bangalore would be just another
exercise in words (as had n ppened
earlier with the pious Bhubaneswar?
resolutions) were mistaken. No little
dismay was caused at the realisation
that Mrs. Gandhi was prepared to
play the game to the end irrespective
of the consequences.

For the game will have its conse-
quences. The Prime Minister is al-
ready two up against the Syndicate
and it is extremely unlikely that the / .
club of five big organizational heads /
(Messrs Nijalingappa, Kamaraj, Patil,
Morarji and Chavan) will take it
lying down. If they are quiet at the
moment, it is only because of ~he
impending Presidential election where
the Syndicate-sponsored Sanjiva
Reddy is opposed by Mr Giri who,
though an independent, enjoys the
sup'port of Mrs Gandhi and quite a
few others-it has been heard both in
Calcutta and New Delhi that the
Prime Minister has issued instructions
to some Congressmen on how they
should vote. What happens on Aug-
ust 16 will determine the fate of the
Congress party as the result either
way would cause a breach. The
Bangalore session made it clear that
the Congress could no longer play-
a double game, that the time had
come to choose between the right and
the left. 11 now remains to be seen
who goes where.

Thus the Congress Party is doom-
ed. Strangely enough some people
think, so is the country. . Particularly
the big newspapers. Used to a system
which grew and developed during 22
years of Congress rule, these people

"feel that the death of the party would
~lso ,be the end of the country. What

If I have insisted on emphasizing
the ideological effects of the central
role which you attribute to the
"market/plan" contradiction, this is
because the fact of granting such a
role to this contradiction (which is
no more than a contradiction at the
level of forms) makes it possible, in
ideological representation, for this
contradiction to occupy the place
occupied, in Marxist analysis, by the
fundamtintal bourgeo.1sle-proletariat
contradiction.

Under given IPolitical conditions,
this displacement also makes it possi-
ble to mask the real 'p'roblems of the
transition from cap.italism to socialism,
since these problems involve above all
the development of the proletariat-
bourgeoisie contradiction. This "dis-
placement" consequently produces at
one and the same time ideological ef-
fects and political effects.

August 23, 1968, con1firmthis: what-
Cuban leaders "criticize" in the deve-
lopments which took place in the
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact
countries is not the restoration of a
bbu'rgeoh ld~Ctators~ip, or even 'the

absence of proletarian democracy and
a mass line, but only certain effects
of a class domination which, precisely,
remain unmentioned.

These effects are not mentioned
because the Cuban leaders themselves
do not see them. They do not see
them because their ideology makes it
impossible for this crucial problem
even "to present itself" to them. In
their eyes, the "dictatorship of the
proletariat" is "assured" by the exis-
tence of certain "forms" (a certain
juridical form of ownership., a certain
organizational form of the Party, a
certain form of expression, etc.) and
not by concrete social and political
relationships.
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passionate themes that must be analyzed,
so that a meaning may be uncovered other
than the apparent one-a meaning which is
no more "present" in the oonsciousness of
the author of the speech than in the cons-
ciousness of the listener or the reader who
naively responds to the literal meaning.

In the speeches of the Cuban leadership,
especially since 1964, !these obsessive and
mythical themes are constituted by the
"market," "money," "prices," the "calcula-
tions" of economists, etc. On analysis,
these themes appear to be the "signifieds"
by means of which very different "signifieds"
are "repressed" (and "represented"); wbat-
ever "threatens" a highly concentrated po-
litical power which has raised itself above
the masses. These "threats" (thought of as
"threats against socialism") present them-
selves in the'manifest form of the "market,"
"money," etc.; but beyond this form they
"represent" the masses, their l~bour (which
must be properly accounted for, if this labour
is not to be arbitrarily wasted), their aspi-
rations, their always possible spontaneous
movements (the speech of August 23, 1968,
which denounces precisely the "spontaneity"
of market relationships is quite "significant").

It is the presenc~ or absence of these un-
thought "signifieds" which fuels the vehe-
mence of the speeches against money and
market relationships.
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conITl'littal. One wonders if a section
of the Swatantra Party is having sec-
ond thoughts after the support which
the ordinance had even from Syndi-
cate members like S. K. Pati!o Per-
haps like the Syndicate it has chosen
the period from now till August 16
to lie low.

Politics is always in command in
the newspapers; so far as The States-
man is concerned, the previous stance
of an 'independent, impartial and
non-party newspaper' has been given
up and Swatantra politics is now most
marked both in editorial policy and
relations with the staff. A leaflet
issued by its union employees says
that they "cannot any more _be silent
spectators of the distorted presenta-
tion of struggles of workers and pea-
sants in the columns of the news-
paper, for producing which we have
to toil day and night". The employees
have their own grievances-non-
paymen1!of strike period money, over-
loads etc-which have forced them,
so they say, to intensify their agita-
tion. But they are seeking to raise it
above the l~vel of mere economism.

It seems that the Parsis, though
lfit -to run furnaces and towers of
silence, do not know how to manage
newspapers which are a sort of tower
of babel, and fall back upon a kind
of/McCarthy ism. The si;dies have
struck heavy blows indeed at the
myth of editorial independence. To
do away with the pretence altogether,
the proprietor should always be the
editor ; if there is more than one
proprietor, they should. be editor by
rotation. How nice it would be -to
have a newspaper whose editor, by
turn, is J.R.D. Tata, A. Mafatlal or
Sir Biren Mookherjee! It would do
away with the costly business of appo-
inting an insurance expert as mana-
ging director whose presence is always
felt like that of Tagore's King of {he
Dark Chamber.

For FRONTIER contact
Shri PABITRA KUMAR DEKA,
Assam Tribune,
Gauhati-3
Assam.
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positive disadvantage for practising
politicians saddled with vast res'pon-
sibitities. In the midst of all the ser-
monising, however, Mr Reddy appar-
ently forgot to say how the country
was heading for instability. He spoke
of the party perhaps because the party
and the country to him are synonym-
ous.

The political commentary in The
Statesman has been for some time
now in the nature of a gossip column.
One reads it to know many stories
from the capital, who met whom and
who said what, rather than to find
any attempt at serious appreciation of
events. It wasn't much different last
week when the political correspond-
ent informed us that Mr. Atulya
Ghosh quoted Eliot at the Congress
Working Committee meeting, that
1\.11' Desai was hurt, Mr Chavan un-
happy and Mr Kamaraj angry. Mr
Nijalingappa, one further learnt, be-
came unwell, so he ha~ to go to a
hill resort. Mrs Qandhi's followers,
on the other hand, seemed t6 have
been amusing themselves with count-
ing heads at the CP'P meeting .

. After the grave discourses in other
papers, on,efound The Statesman quite
refreshing. The heading spoke of an
encounter but on reading the com-
mentary one felt the term was being
used to mean social meets-more
than half of it gave a detailed account
of the members of the drama tis per-
sonae meeting one another. And ilt
the most unexpected moment Mr
Atulya Ghosh featured as somewhat
of a Lord Shiva, now discoursing on
the moon, now thinking of the Presi-
dential election, remaining unruffled
throughout-one can't help remem-
bering 111ateven a few years back
this man's name was mud in The
Statesman and he had never conceal-
ed his dislike for the paper. But
that was in the p·ast.

Indeed on reading the commentary,
one could not help feeling that what
had. been written had been done on
purpose. It was a strange departure
from the earlier editorial where
Mrs Gandhi had been denounced in
real Swatantra manner, following the
nalionalisatidn of banks. This time
it was almost impartial, certainly non-

else could have inspired at least four
leading dailies to come out with edi-
torials and articles last week announ-
cing critical days ahead because of
the imminent split in the Cdngress ?
And this at a time when lfive States
do not have Congress governments.
Maybe operating in the plush com-
forts of Delhi, these newsmen have,
like their patrons, begun to consider
the States as colonies. What matters
is Delhi, the numerous advantages it
offers to the chosen few of the news
world. It's crisis indeed.

In Churchillian fashion, the
Hindustan Times calls the recent
developments in Delhi as the En~ of
of \the Beginning. The power struggle
going on within th~ Congress party
since Mr. Nehru's death has intensi-
tfied with Mrs Gandhi relieving Mr
Desai of his portfolio. Since then
there has also been a bid from her
to give the Government a socialist
orientation and there are chances of
the party splitting ideologically. At
the same time the paper talks of a
chance that the party will not split,
power being the strongest ideology in
the Congress camp-it almost sounds
like wishful thinking since for that very
reason those out of power would be
prep·ared to 'fight to the last. Perhaps
the writer also realised that, for, in
the very next paragraph he concludes
that the process of change has only
started and. not ended. Confusion at
a critical moment ?

The Hindu has viewed the situation
seriously. Mr G. K. Reddy writes
from New Delhi that the country is
heading for a period of political in-
stability. It had a foretaste of inevit-
able catastrophe when the Prime
Minister decided to nationalise banks.
Mrs Gandhi has undoubtedly won the
first round and the Syndicate is in
disarray. It is a sad commentary that
a simple and predictable manoeuvre
could have caused such confusion in
the ranks of stalwarts. Visibly dis-
appointed with the Syndicate's per-
formance, Mr Reddy reminds its
members that they cannot think any
more in terms of eating the cake and
keeping it too. The Prime Minister
is also reminded that while extremism
can be a virtue for agitators it is a
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known as the Mudaliar Commission, . '\0
suggested this 15 years ago. At least
5 % of the school budget and a mini- /'
mum of 6.5 % of the polytechnic,
college. and university budget (the

Central Education Commission, 1964-
66, suggested up to 100/0 in case of
universities) should be spent for
libraries.

A Masters' Degree course in Library
Science should be opened so that
librarians in different spesial and uni-
versity libraries could serve in a more
scientific manner.

I Library legislation fOr the State of
West Bengal should be enacted, as in I.-

four States-Madras, Mysore, Maha-
rastra and Andhra. In Kerala, such
legislation is under way. For really
useful co-ordinated library service,
legisl.ation is essential. There saould
be provision for a separate Library
Directorate to be headed by the Direc-
tor of Library Services who must be a
professionally trained perSOl'l. Under
him there sho~Jld be a hierarchical
order of State, central, district, sub-
divisional libraries and the like; ?J:;"-- •

There should be a separate library
structure for Calcutta. Onder a cen-
tral library there should be 100 ward
libraries similar to the Delhi Public
Library System. At Jeast 2.5 % of
the education budget should be spent
for public libraries.

Until and unless the public are
made more and more library-minded
any education policy, / however
progressive, is bound to flop.
Without 'p·roper stress on libraries we
shall be pouring water into a leaking
barrel.

For FRONTIER readers in
West India can contact

S. D. CHANDAVARKAR
10, Kanara House
Mogal Lane, Mahim
Bombay-16

FRONTIER is available from
CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY
23/90 Connaught Place
New\ Delhi-l

contrary to the recommendations
of the Library Advisory Committee of
the Government of India (1959),
while the professor in charge is ex-
empted from it.

The libraries in the different polyte-
chnics face the same difficulties as in
college libraries. The students derive
little benefit from these. ,

The university libraries are there for
definite, specialized service to the
readers. But library workers have
little scope to acquire higher profes-
sional qualifications, such as M.Sc. in
Library Science. GenerafIy, univer-
sity library buildings are construct~d
at a heavy cost, but the authorities do
not think it necessary to consult the
librarians about the construction of the
library building. The result is redu-
ced functionality of the building, and
bad service, thllnks to the 'ul)planned
planning' of the building.

There are more than 600 libraries
ll!l1der the sponBor sY9tem. Tpese
are also marked by lack of co-ordina-
tion, red-tapism and poor pay packets
fOr the staff. Many of these do not
get any grant for buying books. Be-
sides, there are many libraries which
receive grants (better call them 'doles')
which are inadequate to cope with the
rising price of books, 'binding cost
and the demand fOr equipment.

There are some research-type libra-
ries such as Asiatic Society, Bangiya
Sahitya Parishad etc. which should be
regarded as treasure houses but tae
authorities seem reluctant to take suffi-
cient care of the valuable collections
there. Soon many valuable docu-
ments which can never be replaced will
be lost.

In all these libraries, the most im-
portant factor-'book selection'~ is
mainly based on whims, personal ac-
quaintance with the author-9r on some
other arbitrary thing. Librarians have
little to do with book selection.

As education does not depend on
class lectures alone but also on
libraries, wewould like to suggest
some specific courses to the
Government.

There should be a full-time trained
librarian in every high and higher
secondary school. The Secondary
.Education . Commis~ion, 1952~53,

the

Re. 0.60t paisa
(per annum)

Q'-6"x 10'-6' (in-
~luding rack space)

Average expendi-
ture per student

What About Libraries ?
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THE West Bengal Government has
announced {its decision to {im-

plement certain urgent primary tasks
of education reforms. neglected by the
20-year-old Congress regime, thanks
to whose indifference West Bengal
has gone from the 3rd to the 6th
place in literacy, while some back-
ward States have made much head-
way. But it is a pity that libraries
have no place in the much-publicised
education policy.

Let us take a glance at the prevai-
ling conditions. Recently the Bengal
Library Association conducted a
samp1e survey on school libraries in
the State. The data show a deplora-
ble picture :

ARUN RAY

Library with ful-
time librarian 3.3%
Average student
strength 637
Average number of
books/journals 2,300
Average expendi-
ture far a library Rs.380 .('p'er

annum)

In colleges the conditions are not
any bettl::.r;there are trained librarians
with inadequate sp·ace, poor budget,
scant stationeries and insufficient staff
with unsatisfactory salary and status.
There is a peculiar system of having a
professor-in-charge in a college library
who, though he has no liability to in-
cur or any responsibility to shoulder,
draws his rrmuneration. For loss of
books the librarian is often taken to
task by the authorities, but not
the professor in charge of the library.
In many cases the librarian has to
deposit security money, which is

Average issue of
books to a student 3 (throughout

year)
Average floorspace
per library
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Office: 22-3945
Gram: 'SUBIKRI', Calcutta

year's polic~ budget, recruit police
forces on such an unprecedented
scale, give special powers to police
officers and men of all grades and
instal numerous sets of intricate
wireless apparatus in police stations
throughout the State? If all these are
not meant for suppressing the legiti-
mate political expression of the
peop.Je, what else are they meant for?

The people of Kerala have chosen
a new path to solve the innumerable
problems that crush life out of them
inch by inch. This is the path
opened in 1967 by the revolutionary
peasants of Naxalbari and the pro- --
1etarian revolutionaries of Darjeeling
district-the path of peasants' armed
struggle.

To counter this totally unexpected
development the reactionaries are
entering the arena with many a 'new'
tactic. With armed iP,easaItt strugg-
les raging all the way from Srikaku-
lam in Andhra Pradesh to the length
and breadth of the subcontinent, we
see Indira Gandhi donning in haste
the socialist grab with bank nationali-
sation, we see the diehards in the
Congress and other extreme decadent
parties, under the leadership .of Patil
and company of the 'Syndicate',
waving the tattered flag of military
dictatorship ; we also see the leader-
ship of the 'Marxist' party masking
their reactionary revisionist features
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Charges Withdrawn ?

Letters

man.
/Much of the fi'lm, particularly the

last sequences, remain an enigma.
Only an inkling of a superman in
,the womb of time representing a
higher stage of consciousness in the
evolution which seem! thel ultimate
saviour, is gathered from a view of
this marvel of a space odyssey made
by Kubrick.

"etnotion". An agreement follows
with the only surviving occupant who
in desperation destroys its "faculties".
The rest of the journey to the un-
known in search of the likely source
from where the slab comes, un-
folds the atate of time-space conti-
buum. The pace is now breakneck,
through an interminable array of
riotious colour. Soon it pierces
through a haze of glorious light till
a stage is reached where the things

'.resemble a not unfamiliar scene of a
planet in gorgeous green. It seems
that the lone voyager reached the
dead end of his existence. He meets
his own self-old, decrepit and dying
-an indication of the tricks time
plays on mortals who overreach them-
selves in the vain pursuit of the eter-
nal which eludes and even defies

Press and radio reports recently
put ou't that the charges framed
against the majority of the accused
in the TeUicherry-Pulp·alIi Station raid
cases are being withdrawn by the
Namboodiripad Ministry. The Press
release says in this context: "It
is not the accredited policy of this
Government to suppress the different
political expressions of the people of
this State". Since when did this
become the 'accredited' policy of
this /government? Was this their
policy during November-December
1968 and the months following? If
so, why was it that they let loose
terror in the countryside, why there
was reckless manhunting and even
jail repression? Why did they
allocate such a fabulous sum in this

I

'A Space Odyssey
PRABODH KUMAR MAITRA

AUGUST 2, 1969

By a coincidence the week in
which the astronauts descended

on the moon for a brief spell, the
very much earthbound Calcuttans
were treated to a longish big-screen
version of man's journey beyond the
moon, the destination being Jupiter
in 2001: A Space Odyssey.. Stanley
Kubrick took four years to complete.
this film of the Arthur Clarke book,
obly half the time NASA scientists
needed to land their men on the
moon. The scale here is fabulous
and its execution leaves one a little
awed. Clarke's account of the uni-

"verse beyond Cll ts down man to a
minisized maestro in the vast. expanse
of the univeTSe. The first half of the
film has a semblance of a narrative
continuity though it encompasses the
whole range of evolution 1;9 space
age. The apes in the opening se-
quence give an essence of the distance
mankind has travelled. Their dis-
turbing pfelsence gives one an un-
comfortable feeling about the for_
bears. A rectangular slab appears
and when it is flung in the air by
one of the apes it becomes a space-
ship in splendid slow motion. Per-
haps it is intended to signify know-
ledge and its continuity.

The spaceship in its voyage now
opens up a new vista inhabited by a
few men and women. The range of
gadgets, the details of the spacecraft,
the way of living inside, take some
time till the viewer gets accclimatis-
ed, as much as the men up there,
to the ways of living in space. Kub-
rick's 'magnificent command is evi-
dent in effects produced in these se-
quences as if he operates the whole
thing from remote control. ,/

Not till the second half does one
realise that what disturbs the author
and the director is the fact that the
machine created by man (takes on
the role of his master. A giant com-
puter is in control of the spaceship
in its voyage beyond. It is invested.
with human "f~elings". It enjoys
"working with people" and even has



In last weeks' issue, Page 14,
Col. 3 "To remove the defects and
inequalities of bourgeoius society."
should read "To remove the defects
and inequalities of socialist society."

Correction

the Calcutta University $erious char-
ges of corruption, and favouri-
tism we!e made by students as well
as by several senior professors of-the
department and a 'p'rimafacie case was
established for a thorough enquiry.
Even the Vice-Chancellor had to ad-
mit that the charges were not baseless.
That is why all the answer scripts are
said to be in his personal custody.

The percentage of failure-80<;1o-
exposes the utter bankruptcy and
hollowness of the present educational
system that operates in the interest
of a privileged few and victimises
the vast majority. We demand a
total re-examination (not a sample
analysis) of all answer scripts by
teachers from universities outside
West Bengal to be selected in con-
sultation with the students. An
enquiry commission must be set up
to go into the various problems and
difficulties of the students regarding
syllabus, scholarships, and favouritism
practised by the teacher-bureaucrats.
Those found guilty should be sus-
pended for a. couple of years.

Standard text-books at chea'l} rates
should be made available to the
students as well as cyclostyled copies
of the synopses of class lectures.

There have been efforts on the parr
of some bureaucrats in the depart-
ment to threaten, bully and intimidate ~_
students for participating in the
movement of protest. If these do
not stop immediately, the conse-
quences will be felt by the bureaucra-
tic "authorities" of the university.

B. S.
S. G.

Calcutta

FRONTIER is available from
SUNIL KUMAR MAHANTA
Colleetorate Compound
P.O. Balurghat, W. Dinajpur
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Soon after the publication of the
results of the 1968 M.A. examina-
tion in Political Science of .

products they are selling mineral
turpentine and asphalt in considera-
ble quantities; they :have installed a
grease plant at the Ramnagai Ins-
tallation in Calcutta. The Company
at present are selling 12,000 cylinders
of cooking gas, making a net profit of
Rs. 72,000 per month at the rate of
Rs. 6 per cylinder-which is more
than t,he total monthly payroll of
the employees whose services have
been terminated.

Caltex threw the employees out
when the issue of job security was
pending beforj a Commission of In-
quiry appointed by the Government
of India. They did so in connivance
with officials of the State and Central
Governments during President's Rule
in West Bengal. The most passive
attitujde of the Union_ Labour
Minister also encouraged the com-
pany to exploit the helpless condition
of the employees.
. Now that iCaltex ihave re-opened

the office and the Inquiry Commis-
sion has sumitted its findings to the
Government of India, the issue of
job security should be re-opened to
meet the demands of the oil workers
in general and that of re-employment
of the affected Caltex workers in
particular.

S. S. Bose
Action Committee of those affected

by the "closure"
Calcutta.

Unfair Examination J

FRONTIER
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FREE
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Story Of A 'Closure'
The American Oil Company, Cal-

tex (India) Limited, have reopened
their office at 10, Camac St., though
they announced a closure in news-
paper advertisements on 8.11.68.

In their agreement with the work-
men on this issue, the management
said that the closure of their office at
Chittaranj'an Avenue, was, !n~t a
pretended closure but a real and
bona fide one and that they had
validly terminated the services of all
clerical and labour employees located
at this office and there was no scope
for re-employment or reinstatement.

Now by reopening the office at
new premises the company has proved
that the closure was not genuine and
that the termination of services was
unfair, improper, illegal and mala fide.

The monthly payroll of the
employees, before the closure
was Rs. 60,000. But Caltex
are doing the business to the extent
of Rs. 50 lakhs per month in Calcutta
qty alone. 'The annual busine5s
done by this Company in West
Bengal is to the extent of nearly Rs.
10 crores. During the last one year
Caltex bave considerably expanded
their business; apart from the usual

with 'revolutionary' slogans. It
matters little to the Indian revolutio-
naries. The Indian peasants and the
proletarian revolutionaries will march
forward along the path opened by
Naxalbari, the path of armed struggle.

K. Ajitha
Calicut, Kerala
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-- "'AGMARK is the official
guarantee given by
the Government after
exhaustive tests in well·
equipped laboratories.
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Quality-conscious consumers'

always insist on the AGMARK
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TO GUNNY BAGS

FROM FINE
FURNISHING FABRICS'

Throughout the wide range of jute's applications certain qualities stand out: toughness,
- lightness, resilience, economy. That's why jute is used for wrapping and /

packaging, for providing tough backing for carpets, for reinforcing laminated boards.

But that's only part of the jute story. RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT, key words
in the modern industrial world, are leading to exciting end uses for the versatile fibre.
Jute is now woven as a fine fabric for the glamorous world of fashion and
furnishings. Jute is used for strength in pvc-coated pipes; it adds rigidity in the
making of small boats; it is endlessly versatile.

The BIRD-HEILGERS GROUP is in the forefront in winning new markets for jute-
the versatile fibre - both here and abroad.

THE BIRD-HEllGERS GROUP
Chartered Bank Buildings, Calcutta 1
The Auckland Jute Co. Ltd .• The Dalhousie Jute Co. Ltd .• The Kinnison Jute Mills Co. ltd.
The Northbrook Jute Co. Ltd•• The Union Jute Co. Ltd•• Bird's Export Division

Itegd. C 2026
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