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BEHIND THE CURTAIN
W ESTERN observers complain of curtains that hide happenings in

communist countries. Certain things are of course shielded by
secrecy-not unnaturally" considering the kind of interest the Free World
takes in communist affairs. That the curtains are also compounded of
avoidable ignorance is conceded only by a few people, who are almost
invariably branded 'as conduits of communist propaganda. The most
impenetrable, however, are the curtains of incomprehension, b?rn of a
combination of ignorance and prejudice. And it is this incomprehension
that communist-watchers in the outside world are most anxious to deny.
They complain that they are not allowed sufficient knowledge, but that
does not deter them from pronouncing most pontifi~ally on what IS

happening and what is going to happen.
••• Over Vietnam, for e-Gmple, many self-styled experts \predicted a

vicious power struggle after Ho Chi Minh's death. "\Then (the prediction
proved false, they turned their speculation to the relative pro-Soviet or
pro-Chinese leanings of the leaders in charge. One [acile ,conclusion was
that a so-called pro-MoscQw faction, represented not only by Pham Van
Dong and Giap but also by Party Secretary Le Duan, had gained the
upper hap.d. Why any of these leaders should be neatly: put into a pro.
Soviet, and by implication anti-Chinese, category is difficult to see.· Or
why, for that matter, should Truong Chinh be regarded as. so pro-Chinese
as to try to upset the balance that Hanoi has maintained in its rela~ions
with both Moscow and Peking? .

In the event, it was Pham Van Dong, <l<ndnot Truong Ching,' who
not only went to Peking to finalize an aid agreement but also!- publicly
acknowledged the primacy of Chinese help for the Vietnamese struggle.
His expression of gratitude was unequivocal. Had the North Vietnamese
Prime Minister SUddenly changed his views? as he speaking under
pressure? Speculation on such questions can engage only those who
want to see the Vietnamese struggle collapse over disputes within the
communist world. But tlley must have been disappointed to see that
man after his visit to Peking, Pham Van Dong went to Moscow. ' Nothing
[lad happened to rupnire relations with either the Chinese or the
Rus5ians.

Again, before ·the October 1 celebrations the Ch,ina-watchers in the
West discovered that Mao Tse-tung was gravely ill, and there was feverish
speculation on the shape of an impending power struggle. But the
ageing leader refused to oblige; by all indications, he is in as good
health as can be expected in a man of his ag'e. Even Lin Piao- aJnd
Chou En-lai, believed to be both ideologically and personally far apart,
offered small comfort; they spoke in one voice. But much ~re up-
setting must have been the nuclear tests in the last. week of September.
rhe China~watchers had told us about <;lislocation in every area of mttional
effort as a restJIt of the,Cul~ural Revolution. 't\Te had even been given

..graphic -accounts of Red Guard harassment of scientific personnd.
British experts reported a disastrous disruption of the nuclear weapons,
programme. They were almost sad, in their condescending solicitude.

•.Yet the confused and chaotic Chinese managed to test two nuclear
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run with the hare and hunt with the
hounds. The only straightforward I

c~lrse for Mr Mukherjee is to resign' .•
and lead the satyagraha.

But such forthrightness cannot be
expected from any of the UF parties.
There is a big measure of opportu.
nism in the alliance which keeps on
showing now and again. More than
the desire to give some relief to the
people, what keeps the panies toge-
ther is love of office and all that it
can brmg. None of them is prepared
to go out of the government however
strained its relations may be with the '
other panners. This gives 'the cons·
titu~nts a feel iug of security and en-
cOUl-agesthem to resort to unrestrain.
ed slandering of which the BangIa
Congress resolution lis an '>example.
If the parties were really concerned
over the situation in the State, they •
would have refrained from making
fantastic charges and confronted, in.
tead, the CPI (M) with a cast.iron
case. This they have not done so
far, probably because they also are
guilty, maybe to a lesser extent, of
the excesses of which the cpr (M) is
being accused. There is no doubt
that the administration requires to
be toned up; there is too much of .
inefficiency, negligence, and shirking;
too many things are being allowed
to pass as democratic movement;
and the CPI (M) 's handling of the
departments under its charge has not
always been deft and impartial. In

)spite of months of mud.slinging, no
steps have been taken in these dir-
ections. On the other hand, a state
of tensiDn has been created in the
Front which serves as an excuse for
further inaction. The effect of the
BangIa ICongress resolption wm be
no different. The Congress is still
a non.force in the State, and what.
ever may be the inclinations of the
Gandhia~ parties of the UF they'
have to hold their ;patience. The
empty threat by the BangIa CQngress
will merely accentuate groupism in
the Front and cripple the little ca-
pacity for action it still has.
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indictment of the cpr (M). The one-
day boycott of the UF by the cpr
was a s.i nal for the other parties to
join the chotus. Perhaps to demo~s.
trate that it was an all-India party,
the Forward Bloc took the quarrel
to New Delhi where a dignitary of
the party indulged in a diatribe
against the CPI (M) . Obviously, it
does not strike the parties that as
coalition partners they must share
the blame for the failure of the UF
Government in any direction. The
government departments are not pri.
vate empires of the Ministers and
parties, and their apparent autonomy
does not make them independent Qf
Cabinet supervision and control.

To make up for lost time the
BangIa Congress has gone ahead of
others. It has put the cpr (M) n a
three.week notice at the end of which
it proposes to organise a resistance
movement on Gandhian lines if the
cpr (M) does not mend its ways
meanwhile. Of course, the cpr (M)
has not been named as the villain of
the piece, but none is left in doubt
by the manner in which only depart.
ments held by the cpr (M) have
been singled out for pillorying. In
his unmade statement of 2 October
1967, drafted in co]laboration with
the Congress, Mr Ajoy Mukherjee had
complained that' disregarding the
fundamental democratic principle of
joint Cabinet responsibility the
CPI (M) had criticised him and Dr
P. C. Ghosh for the food situation in
the State, though the policy pursued
by them had been unanimously
adopted by the Cabinet. It wou[d
seem that he has clean forgotten
everything about the unwholesome
episode and has allowed his party to
commit the offence with which he
had charged the cpr (M) two years
ago. It does not strike him as sin.
gularly odd either that a party of
which he is the president should de-
cide to start a movement against a
government of which he is the Chief
Minister. Even if the movement is
of purely Gandhian variety, whatever
that may mean, he cannot be a party
to it. for the movement is directed
against his Ministry. No hon'ble Min.
ister, far less a ·Chief Minister, can

The BangIa Congress last week
joined the tribal war in the United
Front of West Bengal with a bang,
though at the Cabinet meeting it
emitted a whimper. Its past associa·
tions should have propelled it long
ago on the side of the CPI and the
Forward Bloc, but it seems to have
chosen to temporise out of expedi.
ency. The party was riven with dis.
sensions, and the group against an
immediate confrontation /with 1the
CPI (M) had been Qn top so l~ng.
But the infighting continued, and the
balance of forces in the party, it is
clear now, has altered. In the mean
time, the cpr and the Forward Bloc
have stolen a march by their strong

4

The October Itch

weapons 'within a week before the
anniversary celebrations. One, it
appears, was a respectably powerful
hydrogen bomb.

But the pundits are untiring. They.
must go on telling us what is what
--and what is going to be what.
Somehow they had failed to predict
the Peking announcement about bor-
der talks with Russia. But the spe.
culators got busy as soon as the an-
nouncement was made. Mao must
have lost control; the Chinese must
have got cold feet; a power struggle
must have push~d to the top people
who wanted a safe compromise with
mighty Mother Russia. But, again,
Peking refused to offer such easy
comfort. It has not changed its basic
position on the question of a border
settlement. Frontier friction should
not be allowed to involve the two
countries in a total and disastrous
armed conflict, but a compromise
need not mean capitulation. This is
true on both sides. Not every Chin.
ese claim is necessarily sacrosanct, but
Peking has at least suggested means
by which all claims could be reason-
aply examined and a new overall
settlement reached. A failure of
communication can reassure only
those who look forward to a calami-
tous conflict. But basic socialist sanity
may yet deny them such ready ~atis-
faction. Let us hope it will.
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A correspondent writes:
A super-star hotel was opened in

Calcutta last week; half of its capi.
tal was supplied to a private sector
hotelier by the LIC, a nationalised
corporation, whose chairman receI}t-
]y stated that its investment in the
private sector was being steadily de-
creased. Statistical jugglery apart,
the fact remains that, after all the
airy talk of nationalisation for the
poor, the LIC continues to invest
money in projects having no connec-
tion with the poor. The viability of
the investment can be a good argu-
ment, the earning of foreign ex-
change be another; but neither re-
quired nationalisation of the corpo-
ration-both purposes could have
been served by the LIC un-national-
ised. By lending money to a private
hotelier, the LIC encourages accumu-
lation of profit by yet another private
enterprise-for hotel business in Cal-
cutta is good business. Not that
foreigners will stream into the hotel.
Five-star hotel visiting foreigners are
few and far between and even those
who come to India, after insuring
their health three or four times over,
find any hotel in .India or, for that
matter, any Indian 'or ,any bu,fF;tlo
as good, or bad or identifiable as the
next. But the hotelier should have
no worry. Too m3Jny businessmen
of the country find it difficult to
spend their money because foreign
travel is at the moment restricted.
They will no doubt console them-
selves with the imitation night clubs
and swimming pools of these super
hotels where they can live foreign
and carouse.

It is no use blaming the LIC alone.
The "'Test Bengal Government, to
take another instance of derangement
of theory from practice, is collabo-
rating with the Union Government
in organising a Calcutta Festival dur-
ing the Pujas. -Will the UF explain-'

sundry factions increases as the im-
portance 'of the husk of the Congress
steadily diminishes.

strident to be unmotivated; and Mrs
Gandhi's firm refusal to oblige her
opponents, within the Congress and
outside, may have done the country
no great harm. It is, of course, ridi-
culous that she should head the Con-
'gress Parliam<,;ntary Party and depend
mainly on support from the disparate
Opposition; Mr Karunanidhi, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, promised
all support for Mrs Gandhi's "pro-
gressive" policies, whatever that may
mean, and the Comrpunist Party of
India so hates its partners in the
United Fronts that it loves Mrs Gan-
dhi; but the Prime Minister still has
to find a solid political base for her-
self; and this she has not yet suc-
ceeded in doing. The reasons are
obvious. She does not know what
she wants to do, apart from remain-
ing in power. Perhaps her suppor-
ters, in the Congress and without, are
no clearer in their thinking. A mass
meeting on the Marina Beach is no
substitute for a clear lead on matters
of immediate interest. Nationalisa-
tion of fourteen banks does not make
a summer. Subsequent speeches by
the Prime Minister have been rather
like salad dressing with the non-
existent chicken on the plate blushing
rather unconvincingly.

Events on Thursday, October 9,
however, showed up the limits of
mere public relations efforts. The
Congress President, Mr Nijalingappa,
had gone into action against just
about all who had been guilty of sup-
porting the Prime Minister in the re-
cent presidential election. The move
to oust Mr C. Subramaniam from the
Congress Working Committee clearly
shows' again that the Syndicate, now
apparently led by Mr Kamaraj, is no
dead force yet. It will have been
noted by the discerning that, in
fighting the scum of the Syndicate,
the Prime Minister may herself be
creating a syndicate. Mr Subrama-
niam in Madras and Mr Tripathi in
Uttar Pradesh are only straws in the
wind in which Mr Nijalingappa has
been caught rather uncomfortably.
It is far too early to conclude that
Mrs Gandhi's calculated offensive will
decide the issue either way; but
interest in the mock fight among
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Syndicate Agaiu
The Prime Minister has embarked

upon a calculated programme of mass
contact; and so far she appears to
have been a moderate success des-
pite contretemps here and there. I In
West Bengal opposition from the

. caucus led by Mr Atulya Ghosh was
no secret; yet attendance at the
BrlO'ade Parade Ground was more

t>
than impressive. 'In Assam ' there
was trouble of a sort, which had little
to do with the Indira v Syndicate
battle that Mrs Gandhi has been
f1ghting with her limited forces and
resources. Madras seemed a tougher
propo~ition, for Mr Kamaraj " had
made clear that Mrs Gandhi had
better not go south. The timely re-
signation of Mr C. Subramaniam
perhaps prevented the emergency of a
Siddhartha Sankar Ray and the
Atulya Ghosh of the s~)Uthattended at
least one meeting, in Madras but
nowhere else, at which the principal
speaker was Mrs Gandhi. There
w re unpleasant incidents in Madurai
and the popular response in Coim-
batore does not appear to have been
very enthusiastic.

These tours, no doubt to be follow-
ed by more, show how -,strong the
Syndicate still is-and how weak. If
Mrs Gandhi is out to capture the
Congress machine, as she legitimately
,can be, she has an uphill task ahead
of her, for the Syndicate is nothing
if not determined, although battered
more than somewhat in recent
months. It has also to be remember-
ed that Mrs Gandhi has to play with
what in terms of soccer might be
talled a B team. Dinesh Singhs and
1. K. Gujrals are, after all has been
said and not done in New York or
Bucharest, lightweights in Indian poli-
tical terms. The kitchen cabinet can
at its best cook a, mulligathwany
soup and that hardly makes a feast.

Mrs Gandhi's problems have been
insufficiently appreciated in the
largely hostile Press in India. Her
own follies have been many ;.and no-
body still knows just what she stands
for, if anything. But demands for
her immediate resignation were too
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election as the Congress President
when Mr Dhebar had to retire.

But in the past, neither Mr Kri-
palani nor Mr Tandon was contend-
ing for the Prime Ministership in the
sense the Syndicate did recently, Nei-
ther of Mr Nehru's alleged detractors
could have thought of a clandestine
deal with the non-Congress parties to
bring the Prime Minister down. The
conflict therefore was entirely on
principle, unlike the one witnessed
recently. The ultimate in sophistry
is to project the Mrs Gandhi-Syndi-
cate conflict into one between the
left and the right or the progressives
and reactionaries to rationalise the
entranglement of the left parties in an
intra-party war of attrition. \"rhe
communist left had always been given
to the escapist temptation of equat.
ing individuals and personalities
with policies and the right picked up
the weapon and secured the ouster of
the two "crypto-communists" in the
Nehru Cabinet, Mr 1(, D. Malaviya
and Mr V. 1(, Krisooa Menon, when
the CPI was gunning for Mr Morarji
Desai and Mr S. 1(, Pati!. It was al-
ways the so-called left that lost in
such bargains.

Even the phoney confrontation bet.
ween the Congress left and right just
does not exist now. Mr C. Subrama.
niam, a political untouchable in
CPT eyes until 1967, is now the very
model of socialist virtues. Mr Kama-
raj, who Moscow thought had a
brighter political future after 1967
than Mrs Gandhi, is the instrument
of reaction now. The barriers are
merging politically and only the fac-
tions remai,n. The Marwari big busi-
ness would like Mrs Gandhi, the
West Bengal United Front Ministry,
and the Kerala United Front Minis-
try to continue, in tbat order, to be
precise. 'One of the ubiquitous Birlas
told an East European diplomat a
few days ago that the Swatantra party
was dying and on his part he would

View from Delhi

FROM A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Contours Of Power Struggle

I.I" the Congress rift had anything
to do w,jth ideology, the party

should have split vertically with the
Presidential election. The fact that it
is still a viable quantity; at the Centre
has to be explained in terms of factors
other than ideology. In a Congress
factional fight, the winner takes all
and the bandwagon is the thing.
But the stage has come when the
Congress has to face a new question:
can it lose power at the Centre in
]972 and still be viable? Does it
have the resilience needed for this
built :into it?

The contours of the power struggle
witnessed between July 12 and August
25 hardly indicate anything. But
there is little doubt that what was
unmistakably a power equation was
vested with the trappings of a prin.
cipled fight by interpreting the Mrs
Gandhi.Syndicate war as a contest
between the parliamentary wing of
the Congress and its organisational
wing for supremacy. In the past,
the Prime Minister, Mr Nehru, had
clashed with two Congress Presidents
-Acharya Kripalani aIIld Babu Puru-
shottam Das Tandon-and had won
on both the occasions. But the Con-
gress was a much stronger party than
it is today. Once Mr Motilal Nehru
could hand the Congress President-
ship down to his son without any
compunction. And later, Mr Jawa-
harlal Nehru could take over the
Congress Presidentship from Mr Tan-
don and combine in himself the lea~
dership of the organisation as well as
of the par~iamentary ,wing. Thereby
he could devalue the office of Con-
gress Presidentship before handing it
over to a relatively junior Congress-
man, the Chief Minister of an obs-
cure Saurashtra State, so that the
Prime Minister could still wield effec-
tive control over the organisation.
But even a worm turns. Mr Nehru
had· .to manipulate his daughter's

76

26, Main Road Jamshedpur~l

for whom the programme is scheduled
and how it is linked with the prole.
tarian or-if the word is too strong
for the Ministeli in charge 'of Tour.
ism-poor people's--culttt;re ?;, The
communists here may not accept the
mu,h too hot slogan of the Chinese
Cultural Revolution, Destruction Be.
fore Construction) and allow the
bourgeois superstructure to stand for
the time being. But why sponsor a
bourgeois programme and that too
under unnecessary co-sponsorship?

What made the Government, to
take another instance, resort to lot-
teries? Not that the idea has mini.

. mally fattened the excheque,r ~u~
even then what kind of a taX: IS thIS.
The rich do not buy lottery tickets
because they consider becoming rich-
er through luck infra dig. The clever
do not buy either because they know
that even the small price of the
tickets is worth more than the chance
of winning a prize. It is the poor
who buy tickets in their desp~rate
hope of becoming rich ov:rmght.
Seeking socialist precedence III the
USSR would not hold good. The So-
viet leaders instituted lottery 'to meet
war expenditure by issuing free lot-
tery tickets along with war bo~ds.
Nevertheless it was a compromIse,
.albeit for a good cause. If the UF
Government Iseeks to ihide the fact
that it is unable to create job op-

. portunities and so accusto.m the .masses
to expect improvement III theIr ec.o.
nomic situation through luck, let Its
Information Minister concoct a plau-
sible theory of lottery first. What
the, Government has been able to do
is spewing forth a new band of
suckers-Jmndreds of lottery booths
are ImushToom)ing \a11 around, ihun.
dreds of printing presses are busy
turning out :counterfeit Itickets and

. shady looking cars are used as 1m·
provised booths to avoid taxes.
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GYAN KAPUR

THE Hindu festive season is al"
most upon us. But the inter- '

party mud-slinging in West Bengal
continues and will be intensified
should the Kerala United Front
br~ak up. All the accusatiQns and
counter-accusations, however, will
not be able to explain away the
failure of the experiment.

There are political explanations of
the phenomenon in which all parties
who decry the Centre are prepared to
leave everything to the self~same
Centre rather than agree amongst
themselves. But we are too' much
obsessed with politics. As we, are, so
is our politics. It is inconceivable
that Jaced with the same choice a
British coalition would break up"and
leave the country to be ruled by the
Queen, even in spite of the quaint'
British love and affection for the
Crown.

For an explanation of our beha-
viour we have to look elsewhere. It
is our chronic need for depending on
someone else which is the root cause
of, all this trouble.

Though Indian leaders, irrespective
of party, talk of self~reliance, it is all
smoke and no fire. The difference
in approach is not whether the nation
should'do without outside help but
where the help has to be asked from,
to get over our poverty.

Poverty is not the curse of India or
Indians alone. Even the most afflu-
ent 'Western nations have individuals
who fall down on evil flays imd ar~
reduced to destitution or those whom
the good life gives the slip for no fault
of 'theirs. The Western down-and~
out,. however, even while he is prac~
tically begging, tries' to salvage his
self-respect by putting up a show. He
either "borrows" or trie~ to sell some
small useless knick~knacks. In' India
on t~e other hand there is no such
pretence. Begging, in fact, has the
sanction' of Hindu mythology and
scriptures. The Hindu beggar does
not feel obliged to you for giving
him alms. In fact, according to an

(This was written (before the latest
exchange of letters between the Prime
Minister's camp and Mr Nijalingappa over
the position of Mr Subramaniam in the
Congres~, Working Committee,-Ed,)'

Again if the split takes place at the
Cen tre after the 1972 elections, it is
a fair guess that even the MPs who
have not been with her in the past
would jump on to the bandwagon
if it commands the larger faction at
the time of the split. What the
country might get in 1972 would be
a bizzarrely unprincipled power ad-
justment at the Centre, with Mrs
Gandhi heading an Indian version' of
J<'ront Populaire, backed by the COil1~
gress and communist organisational
machinery and big business money.
Call it national democratic, people's
democratic front, or just a national
government.

regional parties like the AkaIis, DMK
and the breakaway groups of former
Congressmen a,nd attempt to secure
a majority or near majority for her
faction. 1£ the split takes place after
the elections, it would be a process
of power adjustment based on post-
election factors. Mrs Gandhi's fac-
tion should command at least 180
members in the Lok Sabha so that it
could secure the support of about
100 members of the CPI, DMK, Akali
Dal, Bharatiya Kranti Dal and Inde-
pendents and former Congressmen be-
longing to splinter groups. Even the
CPI (M) would have lined itself up
behind the instant socialist leader.

Through Mrs Gandhi, her faction
in the Congress would have achieved
a detente with the communist left,
with the regioNal parties, and with
the parties of minority communalism
like the Muslim League and the
Akalis. It would be the kind of
power adjustment both President
Nixon and Premier Kosygin would

'welcome, an <f'l'ljustment that would
ensure for all times to come adequate
U.S. economic aid and Soviet mili-
tary aid for India. It would also be
the kind of adjus~ment that would
emasculate the embourgeoised'left.
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like Mrs Gandhi to continue as
Prime Minister even .if it, be with
CPI support I

How long would the present gov~
ernment at the Centre last is still the
question asked and answered in New
Delhi. Ambassador Chester Bowles,
before he left India, confessed to a
group of correspondents that the resi-
lience of the Government of India
was amazing. At least on ten occa~
sions he had expected it to come
crashing down but it did not. To go
by such a yardstick, Mrs Gandhi
should last indefinitely because of
the mere circumstance that she is al-
ready in power and once you are in
it is easy to perpetuate yourself in
power. But what if the Congress it~
self goes in 1972-or earlier?

Congress Elections
Between now and 1972, the POSSI-

bilities are limited. If there is ano-
ther confrontation between Mrs Gan~
dhi and the Syndicate, will the Syn~
dicate be able to replace her? The
Syndicate has no leader yet who can
be used to topple her. So the battle

.shifts to the Congress organisational
elections to be completed before the
end of 1970. At best the Syndicate
can attempt to hold her on a short
leash using its strength of 60 or 70
members in the Congress Parliamen.
tary Party. If Mrs Gandhi manages
to capture the organisation and pack
the Working Committee and the Par-
liamentary Board with her nominees,
she can go for fresh elections for ,the
Lok Sabha. If there is no
mid-term election for the Lok
Sabha the next confrontation in
the Congress would be over the

,e ,party tickets for the 1972 polls
If the party still survives the crisis
and stays united until the elections,
it would have to face another crisis
after the elections. This assumes that
the 1972 Lok Sabha would be dead~
locked and the Congress cannot form
a ministry on its own.

This is the eventuality Mrs Gandhi
seems to be preparing for, without
leaving anything else to chance. If

, the Congress splits on the eve of the
1972 elections, her faction' might seek
electoral adjustments with certain
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down deep into any particular plant
and you will find that it is basically
dependent on some other country,
and not of necessity. A little thought
and the will to be free of this de-
pendence on others could solve the
problem but no, this would be foreign
to the national spirit.

Most definitely the lndian people
as such are not young, though the
Indian Republic is of recent birth. It
is painful for an Indian to say, but
the present state of the Indian peo-
ple is like that of an individual in
the process of senile decay, pitifully
dependent on others for even the
normal functions of the body, unable
to decide things for himself, irritable
and petulant, clinging to the past and
having only fits of clarity.

If this is too dismal a picture let
us remember that though there are
similarities, there are also differences,
in the lives of a people and an indi-
vidual. In the case of an individual
up to now the onset of decay and
death can be put off only for a few
years and methods of rejuvenation
have not met with much success. For
a people or a nation there ate ways
of rejuvenation not open to the in-
dividual.

The Indian people comprise a
varied lot. In breeding in the same
caste, not to speak of the same pro-
vince, seems to have induced a sort of
genetic fatigue with a basic in •.born
'feeling of tiredness for real living and
all it implies. There are wide dif.
ferences in the various castes, regions
and States of India. If the barriers
to real integration of all these peo.
pIes into one nation are removed,
then it is more than likely that a
fevival may take place. But this
would be possible only if there is
inter-marriage between all Indians of
whatever caste, region or State, for
only in this way can succeeding gene-
rations grow up with a new vitality.

But then is one big snag ;. too many
times in the past, has a new caste
risen from the efforts of those who
tried to break the caste system and
the new caste in course ot: time has
become as hidebound as any of the
other older castes.
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one and everything is responsible 'for
his plight but himself. The climate,
as far as we know, has not changed
during historical times in India and
no people could have started their
history without a strong feeling of
independence. If the climate in the
beginning couM not depress, there is
no reason why it should through suc-
ceeding generations. On the other
hand we ·can take it that those who
come afterwards are more adapted to
live and survive in a particular
climate.

It is fashionable amongst certain
in tellectuals to blame all the ills of
the coun tryon foreign rule and the
joint family system. This may help
the Congress as it absolves it of the
responsibility for the dismal 'failure
to make much progress after Btitish
Rule. British rule lasted less than
a century, if we take it that it was
really consolidated after the Sepoy
Mutiny of 1957. This is too short a
period to bring about a basic change
in the life of any people. The pre-
vious Muslim rulers, though they
came from outside, never remained
foreigners for long, being absorbed
in the social fabric of the country.

The joint family system of course
is much older and on the face of it
might appear to be the cause of the
aversion to independent thinking and
acting in the life of the average In-
dian. On the individual plane, the
joint family did away with the res-
ponsibility to fend for oneself, put-
ting everything squarely on the
shoulders of another.

All action is first thought, conscious
or unconscious. Even reflex action
may be said to be the result of crys-
tallized thought, thought imbedded
in the bones, muscles nd nerves, as
it were. Indian thought is ham-
strung at the beginning by the almost
pathological need for finding ways of
solving a given prc;>blem by depend-
ence rather than indepen~nt action.
After struggling for a,ild obtaining in-
dependence from British rule, there
seems to have occurred a throw-back
leading to an unconscious revulsion
against the concept of independence
in the national mind.

In industry the rot is glaring. Go

involved ideology, you are obliged" to
him for giving you an opportunity
to earn a little piety. This is res-
ponsible for the unseemly spectacle,
which would be unthinkable in any
Western country, of beggars abusing
householders who refuse to give any-
thing.

"
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Take' a look around the streets of
Calcutta, dubbed "nightmare city."
Its problems are numerous and near-
insoluble. But the problems are not
peculiar to Calcutta alone. They
beset some of the largest cities of the

, world. New York, for instance, is no
ideal city. It has even been called
"a city dying on its feet."

What sets Calcutta apart from
other problem cities is the attitude of
its citizens and their representatives
to the problem. Everyone expects
some one else to solve the problems,
that' of water, for example. While
water is scarce in the taps of the rate-
payers, it gushes out from the
street hydrants and goes into the
drain. The hydrants are provided by
the Corporation for those who do not
pay any water tax or have no water
connections in their slums. To re-
pay the generosity of the Corporation
the slum dwellers tie up the spri1ng
action hydrants so that water pours
whether anyone wants it or not. No
one lifts a finger to stop it.

For removing the many ills of the
city, the citizens look .to the City
Fathers, the City Fathers look to the
State Government, and the State
Government in turn lo()ks to the
Ford :Foundation and the Union
Government. Meantime the Corpo.
ration can meet and adjourn without
anything more strenuous than passing
a resolution to congratulate a
swimmer.

Perhaps the climate has something
to do with it all? Perhaps, it is the
legacy of years of foreign domination
or the joint family system which held
sway for thousands of years? But
these are theories which should be
looked upon with suspicion, on a
par with the hard luck story of the
beach bum, according to whom every-
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It's their willingness to die beyond our
willingness to kill. In effect, they've
been s'ayi'ng, You can kill us, but
you'll have to kill a lot of us; you
may have to kill a lot of us; you may
haye to kill all of us. And, thank
heaven, we are not yet ready to do
that.

Yet we have come a long way to-
ward it-f'ar enough to sicken many
Americans, far enough to sicken even
our fighting men. Far enough so
that our national symbols have gone
sour. How many of you can srng
about "the rockets' red glare, the
bombs bursting in air" without think-
ing, those are our bombs and our
rockets, bursting over South Vietna-
mese villages. When those words
were written, we were a people strug-
gling for freedom against oppression.
Now we are supporting open or thinly
disguised military dictatorships all
over the world, helping them to con-
trol a'nd repress people struggling for
their freedom.

But the Vietnam war, shameful and
terrible as it is, seems to me only an
immediate incident in a much larger
and more stubborn situation.

Part of my trouble with students is
that almost all the students I teach
were born after World W,ar II. Just
after World War II, a series of new
and abnormal procedures came into
American life. We regarded them at
the time as temporary aberrations.
We thought we would get back to
normal American life someday.

But those procedures have stayed
with us now for more than twenty
years, and those students of mine have
never known anything els,e. They
think that we've always had a Penta-
gon, that we have always had a big
Army, and that we have always had a
draft. But those are all new things
in American life, and I think that
they are incompatible with what
America meant before. ..

How many of you realize that just
before World War II the entire Ame-
rican army, including the Air Corps,
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than they do. What}s more, I share
their uneasIness.

What's bothering those students?
Some of them teU you it's the Vietnam
war. I think the Vietnam war is the
most shameful episode in the whole
of American history. The concept
of war crimes is ian American inven-
tion. We've committed many war
crimes in Vietnam- I'll teU you
something interesting about that.
We were committing war crimes in
World War II, before the Nuremberg
trials were held a'nd the principle of
war crimes was stated. The satura-
tion bombing of German cities was
a war crime. Dropping those' atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
was a war crime. If we had lost the
war, it might have been our leaders
who had to answer for such 'actions.
I've gone through all that hist'ory
lately, and I rfind that there's gimmick
in it. It isn't written out, but I
think We established it by precedent.
That gimmick is that if one can allege
that one is repelling or retaliating for
an aggression, after that everything
goes.

And, you see, we are living in a
world in which all wars are wars of
defence. All War Departments are
now Defe'nce Departments. This is
,all part of the double-talk of our
time. The aggressor is always on the
other side. I suppose this is why
our ex-Secretary of State Dean Rusk
went to such pains to insist, ,as he stilI
i'nsists, that in Vietnam we are repe-
lling an aggression. And if that's
what we are doing-so runs the doct-
rIne-everything goes.If 'the conoept
of war crimes is ever to mean any-
thing, they wiII have to be defined as
categories of acts, regardless of alle-
ged provocation. But that isn't so
'now.

Secret Weapon
I think we've lost that war, as a

lot of other people think, too. The
Vietnamese have a secret weapon.

OCTOBER 18, 1969

ALL of you know that in the last
couple of years there has been

student unrest, breaking at times into
violence, in many parts of the world:
in England, Germany, Italy, Spain,
Mexico, Japan, and, needless to say,
many parts of this country. There
has been a great deal of discussion as
to what it all means. Perfectly
clearly, it mea'ns something different
in Tokyo from what it does in this
country. Yet, unless We are to
assume that stude'nts have gone crazy
all over the world, or that they have
just, decided that it's the thing to do,
it must have some common meaning.

I don't need to go so far afield to
100k Ifor that mean(!ng. I an1 a
teacher, and at Harvard I have a class
of about three hundred and fifty
students-men and women-most of
them fr~shmen and sophomores.
Over these past few years, I have felt
incn~asingly that some'thing is terribly
'rong-and this year ever so much

more than last. Something has gone
sour, in teaching and in learning.
It's almost as though there were a
widespread feeling th'at education has
become irrelevant.

A lecture is much more of a dialo-
gue than many Of you probably
realize. As you lectUI1t:1,you keep
watching the faces, and information
keeps coming back to you all the time.
I began to feel, particularly this year,
I was missing much of what was com-
ing back. J tried asking the students,
but they didn't or couldn't heIp me
very much.

But I think I know what's the
matter. I think that this whole gene-
ration of stude'nts is beset with a pro-
found uneasiness, and I don't think
that they have yet quite defined its
source. I think I understand the rea-
sons for their uneasiness even better

This speech was made at a group meet-
ing of sci,<ntists, students and others at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Mr
Vvald is Professor of Biology at Harvard
and a Nobel Prize winner.
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since the nearest testing seemS to
have been thirty mil~s away.

As fOr Vietnam, the .expenditure
of firepower there has been frighten-
ing. Some of you may still remem-
ber Khe Sanh, a hamlet just south _
of the Demilitarized Zone, where a
force of United States Marines was
beleaguered for a time. During that .•
period, we dropped on the perimeter
of Khe Sanh more explosives than
fell on Japan throughout World War
. ~
II, and more than feU on the whole
of Europe during the years, 1942 and
1943.

One of the offioers there was
quoted as ~aving said afterward, "It
looks like the world caught smallpox
and died."

The only point of government is to ~
safeguard and foster life. Our gov·
,ernment has bet:ome preoccupied with
death, with the business of killing and
being killed. So-called defence now
absorbs sixty per cent of the national
budget, and about twelve per cent ,of
the Gross National Product. .

A lively debate (this address wa~
made before the Senate vote-Ed) is
beginning again on whether or not we
should deploy anti-ballistic missiles,
the ABM. I don't bave ,to talk
about them--everyone else here is
doing that. __ But 1 should like
to mention a curious circumst-
ance. In September, 1967, we had
a meeting of MIT and Harvard peo-
ple, including experts on these matters,
to talk about whether anything could
be done to block the Sentinel system
-the deployment of ABMs. Every-
one present thought them undesir-
able, but a few of the most knowled-
geable persons took what seemed to
be the practical view: "Why fight
about a dead issue? It has been de~
cided, the funds have been appro'-
priated. Let's go on from there'.

Well, fortunately, it's not a dead
issue.

An ABM is a nuclear weapon. It.
takes a nuclear weapon to stop a nu- ~
clear weapon. And our concern must I
be with the whole issue of nuclear 1
weapons.

There is an entire semantics ready
to :deal with the sort of thing I am
about to say. It involves such phra-

Militarization
Yet there is something ever so

much bigger and more important than
the draft. That bigger thing, of
course, is the militarization of our
country. Ex-President Eisenhower,
in his farewell address, warned, us of
what he called the military-industrial
complex. I am sad to say that we
must begin to think of it now as the
military-industrial-labour-union com-
plex. What happened under thc plea
of the Cold War was not alone that
we built up the first big peacetime
army in our history but that we ins-
titutionalized it. We built, I suppose,
the biggest gov,ernment building in our
history to run it, and We institution-
alized it.

I don't think we can live with the
present military establishment, and its
$80 billion-a-year budget, and keep
America anything like the America
we have known in the past. It is
corrupting the life of the whole coun-
try. It is buying up everything in
sight: industries, banks, investors,
scientists--,and lately it seems also to
have bought up the labour unions.

The Defence Department is always
broke, but some of the things it does
with that eighty billio'n dollars a year
would make Buck Rogers envious.
FOr example, the Rocky Mountain
Arsenal, on the outskirts of Denver,
was manufacturing a deadly nerve poi-
son on such a scale that there was a
problem of waste disposal. Nothing
daunted, the people there dug a tun-
nel two miles deep under Denver,
into which they have injected so
much poisoned water that, beginning
a couple of years ago, Denver has
experienced a series of ,earth tre-
mors of increasing severity. Now
there is grave fear of a major earth-
quake. An interesting debate is in
progress as to whether Denver will
be safer if that lake of poisoned water
is removed or is left in place.

Perhaps you have read also of
those 6,000 sheep that suddenly died
in Skull Valley, Utah, killed by ano-
ther nerVe poison-a strange and, I
believe, still unexplained accident,
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though ma~y more were preparing
,emigrate.

numeered 1,39,000 thousand men?
Th~n World War II started, but we
weren't yet in it, and, seeing that
there was great trouble in the world,
we doubled this army to 2,68,000
men. Then, in World War II, it
got to be eight million. And then
World War II came to an 'end
,and we prepared to go back to a
peacetime army, somewhat as the

'American army had always been be-
fore. And, indeed, in 1950-you
think about 1950, our international
commitments, the Cold War, the Tru-
man Doctrine, and all the rest of it-
in 1950, we got down to 600,000
me'n.

Now we hav,e three and a half
million men under armS: about
600,000 in Vietnam, about 300,000
more in 'support areas' elsewhere in
the 'Pacific, about 250,000 in Ger-
many. And there are a lot at home.

. Some months agq, we were told that
300,000 National Guardsmen and
200,000 reservists-so half a· million
men-had been specially trained for
riot duty in the cities.

I say the Vietnam war is just an
immediate incident because a's long
a.s We keep that big 1311 army, it will
always 'find things to do. If the
Vietnam war stopped tomorrow, the
cha'nces- are that with that big a mili-
tary establishment we would be .in
another such adventure, abroad or
at home, before you knew it.

The thing to do about the draft is
not to reform it but to get rid of it.

A peacetime draft is the most un-
American thing I know. All the time
I was growing up, I was told about
oppressive Central Europea'n coun-
tries and Russia, where young men
were forced into the army, and I
was told what they did about it.
They chopped off a finger, or shot off
a couple of toes, or better still, if
they could manage it, they came to
this country. And we understood
that, and sympathized and were glad
to welcome them.

Now, by prese'nt estimates, from
four 00 six thousand Americans of
draft age have left this country for
Canada, two Or three' thousand more
have gone to Europe, and it looks as



dous to me than iny O\~n. So it
isn't just their generatIOn ; it's mine,
too. We're alI in it together.

Are we to have a chance to live ?
We don't ,ask for prosperity" or se-
curity. Only for a reasonable chance
to live, to work out our destiny. ~

Population
And it isn't .only nude,ar 'war.

Another overwhelming threat.is in
the population explosion. That has
not yet even begun to- come un.
der control. There is every indi-
cation that the world population will
double befQre the year 2000, and
there is a widespread expectatiotl' o~
famine on an unpre~dented soale
in many parts of the world. The,
experts tend to differ only in their
estimates of when those famines will
begin. Some think by 1980; others
think they can be staved off until
1990 ; very few ~xp_ect that they will
not occur' by the year 2000. -

That is the problem. Unless we
can be sur;er than we now ,are that
this generation has a future, nothing
else matters. It's not good enough
to give it tender, loving care, to sup-
ply it with breakfast foods, to buy it-
lexpensive educations. Those things
don't mean anything unless this gene-
ration has a future. And we're not
sure that it does.

I don't think that there are prob-
lems of youth, or student problems.
All the real problems I know about
are grown-up problems.

Perhaps you will think me alto-
gether absurd, or 'academic,' or hope-
lessly innocent~that is, until you
think of the alternatives-if I say, as
1 do to you now: W,e have to get
rid of those nuclear weapons. There
is nothing worth having that can be
obtained by nuclear war-nothing
material or ideological-no tradition
that it can defend. It is utterly self-
defeating. Those atomic bombs reo
present an unusable weapon. The
only use for an atomic bomb is to
~eep somebody else from using one.
It can give us no protection-only
the doubtful satisfaction of retaliation.

. Nuclear weapons offer us nothing
but a balance of terror, ar..d a balance
of terror is still terror.
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poisoned, 'and otherwise doomed. A
lot of them took a long time to die.

That's the way it would be. Not
a bang and a certain number of corp,-
ses to bury but a nation filled with
millions of helpless, maimed, tortur-
ed, and doomed persons, and the SUr-
vivors huddled with their families in
shelters, with guns ready to fight off
their neighbours trying to get some
uncontaminated food and watel.

A few months ago, Senator Ri-
chard, Russell, of Georgia, ended a
speech in the Senate with the words
"If we have to start over again with
another Adam and Eve, I want them
to be Americans ; and I want them
on this continent and not in Europe."
That was ,a United States senator
making a 'patriotic speech. Well,
here is a Nobel laureate who thinks
that those words are criminally insane.

How real is the threat of full-sc~le
nuclear war? I have my own very
inexpert idea, but, realizing how
little I know, ,and fearful that I 'may
be a little paranoid on this subject, I
take every opportunity to ask reput-
ed experts. I asked that question of
a distinguished professor of govern-
ment at Harvard. J asked him what
sort of odds he would lay on the pos-
sibility of full-scale nuclear war with-
in the forese~able future. "Oh," he
said comfortab~y, "I think I can give
you a pretty good answer to that
question. 1 estimate the probabi-
lity of full-scale nuclear war, provided
that the situation remains ,about as it
is now, at two per cent per year."
Anybody can do the simple calcula-
tion that shows that two per cent per
year means that the chanCe of having
that full-scale nuclear war by 1990
is ,about one in three, and by 2000
it is about fifty-fifty.

1 think 1 know what is bothering
the students. I think that what we
are up against is a generation that is
by n'0 means sure that it has a future.

1 ,am growing old, and my future
so to speak, is already behind me.
But there are those students of
mine, who are in my mind always ;
and there lare my children, the young-
est of them now seVen and nine,
whose future 'is infinitely mOre pr~-

ses as 'Those are the facts of life.'
No-these are the facts of death. I
don't accept them, and I advise you
not to accept them. We are JInder re-
peated pressure to accept things that
are presented to us as settled-deci-
sions that have been made. Always

, there is the thought: Let's go on from
- i there., But this time we don't see how

to go on. We will have to stick with
these issues.

TNT Per Capita
We are told that the United States

and Russia, between them, by now
have stockpiled nuclear weapons of
approximately the explosive power of
15' tons of TNT for every man, wo-
man, and child on earth. And now
it is suggested that we must ;nake
mOre. All very regrettable, of course,
but 'those are the facts of life.' We
really would like to disarm, but our
new Secretary of Defence has made
the ingenious proposal that now is
the time to greatly increase OUr nu-
clear armaments, so that we can dis-
arm from a position of strength.

I think all of you know there is no
adequate defence against massive nu-
clear attack. It is both easier and
cheaper to circumvent any .known nu-
clear-defence system than to provide
it. It's all pretty crazy. At the very
moment we talk of deploying ABMs,
we are also building the MIRV, the
weapon to circumvent ABMs.

As far as I know, the most conser-
vative estimates of the number of
Americans who would be killed in
a major nuclear attack, with every-
thing working las well as can be
hoped and all foreseeable precautions
taken, run to about 50 million. We
have become callous to gruesome
svatistiCs, and this seems at first to
be only another gruesome statistic.
You think, Bang I-and next morn-
ing, if you're still there, you read in
the newspapers that 50 million people
were killed.

But that isn't the way it happens.
When we killed close to 200,000
people with thOSe lfirst, little, old-
fashioned uranium bombs that we
dropped on Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, about the same number of per-
sons were maimed, blinded, burned

, .'



KAREL B.*'

Czechoslovakia: A New Struggle

sodiers have been repeatedly attack-
ed". After this nothing is left to us
but to take revenge for the dead who
have fallen just because over the years
we have not learnt to fight effectively
our principal enemy.

Those of you who have admired
our "pacific revolution" blossoming
with the flowers of spring-do you
understand what I mean? Read the
letter sent to me by a friend of
Prague before the bloody anniversary
and you will understand.

I am afraid of August 21. We
run the risk of having a violent
demonstration. There is a risk of
death. Then there will be more
ruthless repression. I don't deny
that something should be done but
certainly not uncontrollable action
which will damage the work of
political education in the long run,
a thing which remains to be done.
I doubt, moreover, if not the purity
of emotion, at least the clarity of
political ideas of those who would
like to come down to the street.
I am afraid of prov9cation.
The writer of this letter is honest

and his courage is unquestionable.
He is a communist for over 20 years.
He has reasons too: those who died
on the streets of our cities did not
have clear political ideas. But how
could they acquire them? In the
schools of Novotny? What, for ex-
ample, did we give them? We,
the intellectuals, people charged with
political responsibility, have cease-
lessly temporized and reduced social-
ism to a clumsy waltz of arthritic
patients. These youngsters do not
perhaps know well how to fight ac-
cording to the canons of pseudo-
Marxist orthodoxy with too much of
which we shall burst one day. They
well might be mistaken. But their
resistance, even if it appears today
to be desperate, was necessary. It
marks a new period in our political
history: the struggle of all those ex-
ploited in "socialism" against their
exploiters. Not the Zionists, not the

WHAT do you want to tell a Cze-
o choslovak militant who has

participated only in the struggle of
his people without ever being either
a minister or an editor-in-chief or
who has never been in jail nor has
sent his comrades to jail? What do
you like to tell a brave (even if vain)
soldier of the international commu-
nist movement, moreover an intellec-
tual? You already know everything.
Your reviews have picked up our
writers, your journals have headlined
the deaths of our people.

Please let me tell you that the in-
dignation of the Western world does
not concern me. 1 appreciate the
tradition of your country-when it is
not cast aside for raison d'etat. I like
the courage of your intellectuals,
ever in search of a new Dreyfus
affair. But for the moment their
sympathy appears to me as one of the
luxuries indulged in by an affluent
society. Because for me the reality
is more than a tragedy. Those who
have died were my comrades, vain
brave soldiers like me. They did not
fight for "socialism with a human
face", thanks to which the old ad-
mirers of Novotny and the defenders
of Israel are once reconciled. They
wanted to crush their enemy-at first
the occupiers and also the breed of
soul-less scoundrels who survive only
with the rumbling of tanks.

Just know this fact that for me, and
thousands of Czechs and Slovaks
August 21 would remain a day of de-
finite break. To observe the death
anniversary of those who fell before
the invaders in 1968 our government
has spilled the blood of a number of
people at Brno. The circle is com-
plete. With perfect cynicism Rude
Pravo (August 23, 1969) declared
without comment: "Police and the

* Karel B. is a commtU1ist militant of
Prague who wrote this piece during his
sojourn in Western Europe. Published in
the Paris journal Front (September, 1969).'
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We have to get rid of those atomic
weapons, here and everywhere. We
cannot live with them.

I think we've r,eached a, point of
great decision, not just for our na-
tion, not only fOr all humanity, but
for life upon the earth. I tell my
students, with la feeling of pride
that I hope they will share, that the

~ carbon, 'nitrogen, and oxygen that
make up ninety-nine per cent of OUr
living substance were cooked in the
deep interiors of ,earlier generations
of dying stars. Gathered up from the
ends of the universe, oVlerbillions of
years, eventually they came to form,
in part, the substance of our sun, its
planets, and ourselves. Three billion
years ago, life arose upon the earth.
It is the only life in the solar system.

About two million years ago, man
illppeared. He has become the domi-
nant species on learth. All other liv-
ing things, animal and plant, live by
his sufferance. He is the custodian
of life on earth, and in the solar
system. It's a big responsibility.

The thought that we're in competi-
tion with Russians or with Chinese is
all a mistake, and trivial. Weare
one species, with a world to win.
There's life ~l over this universe,
but the only life in the solar system
is on earth, and in the whole universe
we are the only men.

OUr business is with life, not death,
our challenge is to give what accQunt
we can of what becomles Of life in
the solar system, this corner of the
universe that is Our home; and, most
of all, what becomes of men-all
men, of all nations, colours, and
creeds. This has become one world,
world for ,alI men. It is only such
a world that can now offer us life,
and the chance to go on.

Our Agency in Madras:

o Ananth Agencies,

Mr A. KRISHNAMOORTHY,

14-H, Gopalapuram 1st Street,

Gopal,apuram,

Madras - 6.



residue of the owning classes--they
.count little here. Against the bureau-
crats who have taken over the na·
tional State and its property. At the
threshold of this new class struggle
we should make our choice, know our
position. J myself was with the demon-
strators as I was with Jan Palach
even if his suicide is not listed in the
catalogue of a communist's duty.

We are then going to launch a new
struggle. And _you, comrades of
France and Europe, should under-
stand this. Make an effort, because
till riow you have not understood
much. You are enthused by the re-
volt of the intellectuals. You have
reasons to be, because they were ins-
pired by noble sentiments. But be-
hind this common demand for liberty
divergent tendencies manifested
themselves. Some wanted the right
of free expression and nothing more.
They were ready for all concessions
the moment they wer~ given the right
to work freely or receive foreign
books. Others--Iess in number no
doubt-wanted ito go £arther. FtOr
them culture, in which they are pro-
fessionals, could only have meaning
if it was of the masses and by the
masses. And for this organs of a re-
volutionary democracy should be
created as defined by a generous
bearded old man in a book which
would ever remain operative-State
and Revolution. But those who
thought this way could not--ar dared
not specify their ends.

The whole movement took the
same course as the struggle against
dictatorship under the leadership of
writers and artists had once followed.
We have been soft, level-headed and
responsible humanists. And we, the
fervent Marxists who laugh at the old
seniles of 1848 who were always ready
to confront the guns of counter-revo.
lution with blossoming words, have
behaved similarly. We thought that
good sentiments and abnegation could
defeat the powerful apparatus of the
repressive bureaucratic empire that
reigns in Eastern Europe.

We did not know what exactly we
wanted. Everything was confused in
a welter of words.

'Democracy? It was one of our
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dearest Objects. But tell. me, what
was there common between our desire
to see workers running the factories,
people deciding collectively the orien.
tation of the whole society and the
prudent calculations of our Big Four
-Dubcek, Cernik, Svoboda, Smr-
kovsky? They talked of integrating
the masses with functions of a mo.
dern State and revolted against the
negligence and repressive nature of
the Novotny rule. But they agitated
only to rearrange the structure while
respecting all the taboos and etiquet-
tes of the bureaucracy. Were they real-
ly serious? But they did not follow
the same star we did.

Economic reform? Was it a work-
er who wanted to preserve the absurd
autocracy of incompetent planners
and unfit directors? Obviously no!
There was not probably anyone
who for' a moment wanted the in.
stallation of omnipotent technicians.
Yet we did not think of opposing
certain propositions of Ota Sik,
portent with dangers for the working
class. It was only late in the day
that the question of self-management
and workers' control came up.

Liberty of the country? We want.
ed it aU, together with respect for
autonomy of the Slovaks. We con-
sidered it to be a step in the direction
of a free association of the peoples of
Europe. For Husak it was a means
to obtain, in the name iof chauvi.
nistic nationalism, a free hand to
establish the domination of his class
brothers-the communists belonging
to the apparatus.

Class Origins
In a word, some of us who tried

to be genuine communists strangely
forgot the ABC of Marxism. Why
did we not apply to our society,
which is based 011 class exploitation,
the criterion of old Marx: 'look for
the class origins of aU social pheno-
menon"?

"Ve would have seen that our so-
ciety was divided between exploiter
and exploited and that to be against
the crimes of Stalin did not by the
same token mean that one was on
the side of the working class. We
would not have thought it possible

to turn over the wall of bureaucratic
conservatism by simple pressure. We
wouLd not have taken simple libe-
rals as possible leaders of revolution.
Not that it was unnecessary to ally
temporarily with responsible people
on the spree, but we would not have
identified ourselves with them, and
respected the plans of their party
which has never played any role ,f; .
extinguished the energy of the mass s
-a party which is now the refuge of
people suffering from the paranoia of
counter-revolution. .

But who are this 'we' that flows
spontaneously from my pen? It can.
not be defined without specifying
what remains to be done today.

''''e are those who will fight to- •
morrow for working class power;
in the factories, in the cities, in the
countryside, at all the levels of social
activity and at the same time for
the destruction of the society of the
'[ich speaking of socialism.

We are those who will head the
struggle of the workers and students
against all the limits that the power
of Husak and Bilak would try to im.
pose on them.

''''e are those who will organise
the workers, intellectuals, the avant.
garde peasants outside the official or-
ganization and the dirty den of their
,sacroSanct "party" where numerous'
people are crushed under the weight
of servitude.

We are those who will restore in.
ternational solidarity with all the

. exploited people. With our brothers
in Vietnam or Venezuela. With our
comrades in Paris and Milan. With
our exploited brothers of all East .•
ern Europe and the Soviet Union.

We are those who will start right
away discussion on the programme
of a new proletarian revolution which
by putting an end to the inheritors
of Stalin well mark the end of all
exploitation.

'For the I moment /we are weak.
Today many of us die unsung. But
watch out for the revenge; And if
you want to prove your solidarity do
not hesitate to joint us in the rejec-
tion of aU bureaucracy.

Thus our comrades of • Brno will
not have died for nothing.



The Walls Of Paris
/ -

KIM CAMERON

THE walls of Paris. You read ab-
., out, you hear about the walls of

Paris. But' you . have to see them.
Along every road, every avenue the
sl ans stare at you beckoning ....
U'S=SS Or NLF VAINCRA I or
BOYCOTTEZ LES EXAMENS! or

~ POMPIDOU=NIXON=TRAHISON
or a simple' LIBER TE. The bill·
:boards end their grotesque contents
have only a few hOUTSof Madison
Avenue flair before the man adver-
tisirtg underwear, with a child on his

• back, muscles bulging, is suddenly
saying "If you want workers' coun-
cils, collective decision .making, free
universities serving the people, vote
KRIVINE!" (befOre the Presiden-
tial election) or, if the anarchists got
there before the Trotskyists, "Kid,
will you get off my back I'm
getting an erection."

It is the superficial !manifestation
of a political climate which can bring
two different groups of ten thou-
sand people to a stadium for revolu-
tionary socialist meetings; which can
call a demonstration, bring 500
people together for speeches, and dis-
appear befor~ the cops arrive; in
which flourish every left group ever
conceived ot and others which don't
even have a conception of them-
selves. The walls of a city are the
barometer, I am told, for all of this.
In Rome, in Berlin, in London, in
PariSI they reflect the keystone of left
victory--Contestation.

Contestation is more than a word.
It is called here "contestation perm a-
nente" and that comes closer to hav-
ing meaning. But this word is so
dynamic, so dialectical, cast at so
many levels ; and the more dynamic
it is, the better OUr politique. It is
the essence of Left politics. It em-
bodies "struggle on all fronts;" it
rei1fies"all power to the imagination."
It is a counterstructural idea. It is
"atlJlthing is possible" given form
today. It is where we begin and where
we end : it ~ the means to socialism and
socialism is its means. That is, contes-

tation is the' .means' of achieving the,
highest form of socialism, and socialism
is the means of achieving the highest
form of contestation. This is mOre
than pen-pushing dilettantism: it is
crucial to all political work.

First, contestation has a content.
What do we contest? We all know
wh,at should be contested, and this
must be integrated with what should

. most be contested iri a given context.
Our theory gives us the ends, the
results we look for; it tells us in what
directions we want people's concep-
tions to be oriented-those directions,
that is, which lead to the dissolution
of capitalist structures.

But what does it mean concretely?
It means contesting bourgeois ideo •
logy, bourge.ois structures; b01,)rgeois
constrictions; bourgeois relations,
production, repression, bourgeois vio-
lence. At every level, wherever ,they
exert themselves-on us, or on others
around.

Second, it has a form-difficult to
describe, but perhaps best thought of
as total-in time, in space, in mode.
It must be constant in every way, or it
loses its effect and is turned against
us (Elections, June 1968, in
France). It is in this sense that the
bourgeois most fears the Left YOllth
here. They don't know when, how,
where, on what issue they are sud-
denly going to be deluged. They
become paranomic. It is fundamental
to polarization-which is the battle-
field delfined by us, and on which we
can in the end, win. The bourgeois
ideology is delfined precisely as being
against polarization: we are all one
big happy (even if exploited) family
and we can talk it out.

Whether it is with leaflets, or
posters glued to walls and doors, or
class-rooms nailed shut some morning,
Or demonstrating, or guerilla theatre,
or jamming a radio station, or
heckling a professor, or taking over
a class, or a manifestation in the
subway at rush hour, Or perpetual
paper-hawking, or soap-boxes, Or
pinning badges ("I hate the police")
on the back of a policeman's jacket,
or writing unbelievable -phrases on
biIIgoards, this is what the Left here
does constantly. In the university,

in the unions, in the factoric-s, in the
streets; ,everywhere, against every
bourgeois institution; at 6 o'clock in
the morning one day, at 12 at night
another. Now serious beyond belief,
now sending even their enemies into
laughter-however short-lived-that
is the &ame maIljifestation. SDS
Germany stealing a missile from
NATO and sending it to Russia. ~Ligue
Communists (Trotskyists, formerly.
TCR) stealing a police van in France.
It is all the same phenomenon:
contestation.

Day in; day out, the pamphlets
come out, the posters go up, the
20 meetings of 30 people ea~h are
600 people. If ten groups do that it
is 6000 people. Millions are made
out of the few in a deliberate, non-
linear way. They don't worry about
the size of meetings here as much as
they worry about the intensity-how
often, how many, where?

By breaking out of the staid bou(-
geois forms and moving the battle<
onlto' OUr battlefield, they double,
triple, intensify incredibly their effect.
They keep popping up, here, there,
everywhere. How many crusty deba-
tes can equal the contagious effect
of Cohn-Bend it, forever banned from
France, popping up at a political
meeting, and popping out, leaving the-
police in coitus interruptus? They
mock, satirize, expose the bourgeoisie,
and is t~is not the essence of com-
bating powerlessness, the energy of
bourgeois complacency? And yet
they provide their own power, a dis-
<:jiplined ,alternative, thus differing
from the really crass anarchists.

Ten people here do what looks like
the work of thousands. They use
the megaphone of a proper under-
standing of contestation. Remember
this : contestation \permanente is
used even in virgin territory by the
militants who open the struggle on
new frontiers. It is not just a mode
of action for socialists who want 10
win ; it is the mode, a mode which we
have to learn.

"Continuons Ie combat 1" The
slogan of revolutionary France today,
and fOr good reason.
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For a person reared in a puritani-
cal background, this type of emphasis.
on nudity and sex in art is likely to
appear shocking and disgusting. If
you're good-humoured and tolerant,
you may find this so-called sex phe- '
nomenon amusing. The reactions, of
course, vary. I'm usually bored or
mildly amused by pornography, whe-
ther or not it is packaged as

Ape and Nun
As we turn our attention from the

printed material to the footlights of
theatre, we see the same emphasis on
sex and naked bodies. The smash
hit musical, Hair,' described as a
"tribal rock musical", now being
staged on the west coast, shows nude
actors and actresses on the stage.
Che, an off-Broadway play, which
was terminated by the police, featur-
ed, among other things, an ape rap-
ing a nun and what was apparently
an act of coitus on stage. Oh, Cal-
cutta, drawing record crowds, is the
most talked about stage production
in the so-called "underground" tra-
dition of art. It uses extensive nudity
and simulated sex acts to produce, in
the words of Kenneth Tynan, "an
intellectually titillating ~vening:'

Two points are worth mention
about Oh, Calcutta. It has nothing
to do with Calcutta; the writers pick-
ed Calcutta for its supposedly exotic
sound effect. Second, a ~orps of
well-known writers collabo:rated in
the production of the play. Besides
Kenneth Tynan, Jules Feiffer, Samuel
Beckett and Tennessee Williams lent
their creative talents to the produc-
tion of Oh, Calcutta. I wonder how
the residents of Calcutta would reo
act to this strange and somewhat irre-
verent interest of so many Western
literary figures in the name of their
city.

ed recently, the flood-gates in porno-
. graphy have op~ned and the, inunda-

tion is now a matter of fact, in the
hinterlands as well as the big cities.
News-stands ~ell; ~,tterly irank {new
publications with' names like Screw,
Pleasure and the New York Review
of Sex.

Shortly before I went to see Lone-
some C~wboys, I happened to read
Portnoy's Complaint, a novel in the
form of a Jewish adolescent's -mono-
logue dealing with almost every as-
pect of sex, including some hilarious
passages on masturbation. The book
has come the fastest selling hard-
back novel in history. 'It has al-
ready sold more than 330,000 copies
at $6.95 each. Some libraries bought
over a hundred copies of the novel to
cope with demands of subscribers.

Lonesome Cowboys and Portnoy's
Complaint are not isolated events.
I Am Curiolls (Yellow), a Swedish
film with its explicit scenes of love-
making, drew long crowds to a 57th
Street theatre in the heart of New
York City. Book and magazine stalls
in drug stores, supermarkets and the
lobbies of respectable hotels display
softcover books that titillate sexual
fancy. The Miramar Hotel on Ocean
Avenue in Santa Monica is a famous,
classy hotel. Glancing through the
titles of the books in the little stOle
in the carpeted lobby of the hotel.
I recently picked these at random-:
Sex in a Crystal/Ball, Not'esof <0

Dirty Old Man, iBeyond the Kama
Sutra, and The Demon Lover: a psy-
chosexual history of witchcraft
and de;nonology. Walk -down - the
Market Street in San Francisco's
downtown and you'll come across
book-stores openly selling pornogl~-
phic picture magazines and books.

As the Newsweek magazine report-

The most interesting thing about
the Lonesome Cowboys is not that it
is pornographic, but that it passes as
art in some circles and its director is
lionised by many, including young
radicals. The film was shown not in
shady theatres, specialising in "blue"
films-often called "pussycat" llihea-
tres-but in legitimate movie halls
acr0ss the country.

ROB! CHAKRAVaRTI

Sex Americana

Letter from America
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A few weeks ago, I went to see
Andy ''''arhol's Lonesome Cow-

boys. ''''arhol is advertised in the
press "as an avant-garde movie direc-
tor; in advertising jargon of the radi-
cals, he makes what is sweepingly
called "underground" movies.

The term "underground" is, thus,
misused to describe films and litera-
ture o[ pornographic nature. To be
labelled "underground", however, the
film has to be something much more
than merely liberal in dealing with
sex; it must' also contain a message
which mayor may not be earth-
shaking, or alternatively, there must
be sequences with t.~ick shots such
as· montage effects to convey strange
experiences and emotions. The line
between a frankly pornographic film
and an "underground" one is often
thin, and can be smoothly crossed by
promotional techniques.

Take. for instance, Lonesome COW'-
boys. The opening shot before the
titles shows a naked male, bronzed
<lind muscular, cuddling a female
body. The hands pass on the necks
and breasts which are fully shown.
And, they don't stop there but con-
tinue caressing downward. The sex-
ual foreplay is shown in lingering
details and in colour, too. The only
discretion that this "underground"
director observed is avoiding a close-
up of the intercourse. Beyond this.
very little is left to the imagination.

This was not the only sex scene
in the film; there were many others,
including some which were frankly
homosexual, such as a dancing scene
where partners were male and one
of them kissed the other not only on
the face but also on the chest and
on the zippers of the pants. In an-
other scene, a sheriff was shown put-
ting on a woman's dress, complete
with padd~d bras and a skirt. There
was not merely sex, blatant and clear,
but sex for all seasons and tastes.
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'!\That is more significant is t e ,
liberalisation of the attitude ta
sexual promiscuity. The statistics in
this respect reflect a change. There is
now more openness about sex than
ever before. A sociologist described
this change in attitude as a move·
ment away from the orthodox double-
standard toward a standard .of what
he calls "permissiveness with affec.
tion", which means sex is O.K. if you
like a person. Formerly, sexual res·
traint resulted from taboo, and al-
though, as recards show, a great num-
ber of people brake this taboo, there
was usually a hangover .of guilt,
shame or self.deprecation. Now, the
taboo is breaking down. If you do _
not sleep with a person, it's not be.
cause it's immoral to da so, but be.
cause you choose not to; perhaps,
you do not like the person well
enough to do it or you do not have
the desire. Far a large number of
people, to have .or not to have sex
is no longer a Hamletian question . .of
great magnitude, it is now a question -
of preference and opportunity.

with the same girl or other girls. Tn
other words, the frequency of sexual
acts outside marriage is not caught·
in the statistical picture. A psycho •.
logist writing in the respected journal
of the American Academy of Politi~
cal and Social Sciences last year said
that there is good reason to believe
that not only the number of persons
breaking the sexual taboo has increas.
ed but that "the number of times that
American females in the 1960's have
premarital and extramarital unions is
higher than the number .of times they
participated in such unions half a
century ago."

A number of factors have contribut.
ed to this breakdown of the sex tabao,
and these factors may operate in ather
societies as well as they are moder-
nised. First, there is urbanisation and
the individual anonymity that it
brings about. If yau're living in a
small town, everyone watches your
mavement and your awareness of this.
fact restrains your actions. In a big
city, you can lose yourself and do
your own thing without bothering

Statistics by itself do not tell the
whole story. The fact that there has
been an increase in the number ot
people who have sexual relations out-
side marriage does not reveal, for
example, whether these sexual rela.,
tions were casual or form a steady
pattern. If you've slept wi~ a girl
once or twice before marriage, you
become a part of the statistical ac-
counting system, but there is no'
knowing whether you did this often

The recent figures show an increase
in this trend. Dr Paul Gebhard,
head of the Sex Research Institute at
Indiana University which Kinsey
founded, recently reported that ac-
cording to his estimate, sixty per
cent of married men and thirty-five
ta forty per cent of married women
have affairs with partners other than
their spouses.

Not So Recent
Kinsey, who pioneered studies of

sexual behaviour in the United States,
showed that sexual permissiveness
which we regard as a recent pheno-
menon began in this country quite
early. His data, already thirty years
old, show that more than fifty per-
cent of American females have pre-
marital intercourse and about twenty-
five percent engaged in adultery.
Among those born between 1900.
1909, only 48.7 percent had been vir-
gins at marriage. The figures for
those born two decades later, that is
in the 1920-1929 generation, remain.
ed virtually the same-48.8 percent.
In other words, according to Kinsey,
there has been a strong current of
sexual promiscuity in the broad sense
of the term since the thirties.
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before Inarriage or admired the bare
legs of women. In a country where two-
piece bathing suits, mini,'Skirts and
see-through dresses are in vogue and
where, according to all accounts, sex
outside marriage is supposed to be
popular, the fad for pornography
raises a different set of questions. In
trying to answer these questions, I
found a clue to the sexual permissive-
ness in this country-its extent,
character and consequences.
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. It's not, therefore, the mere exist.
ence of pornography but its exuber.
ant spread in thi~ country that is
worth investigating. As novelist Gore
Vidal pointed out some time back,
pornography was a small cottage in.
dustry among the grinding mills of
literature (and, we may add, other
forms of art, too). But, now, creat.
ing and packaging pornography has
become big business. •

Big business cannot exist without
a big consumer market, and the most
intriguing and, I suppose, the unique
aspect of the current fad of sex. in
art and literature is that it exists at
a time when sexual taboos are crum-
bling ta the dust. Pornography in a
puritanical society is a different thing
from pornography in a sexually per-
missive society. Years ago, an Ame-
rican magazine writer said that India
is a strange country where men show
their legs and women hide theirs. In
the strange country that is Bharat,
sneaky pornography is stimulating ta
people who have not touched a girl

Emotional reactions, whetber of
disgust or amusement-or approval
--do not, however, explain the cur-
rent widespread fad for sex packaged
as art or pornography. It is easier to
condemn it and follow up the con-
demnation with a glow of self.right-
eousness. It is not that easy to ex-
plain it in terms of what iSihappening
in this country. To understand what
the Newsweek called the pornography
revolution, we must remember that
pornography is not a new thing here
or any other country. Sexual fan-
tasy is as old as civilization and one
of ~its 'dramatically visible signs is
pornography, which, incidentally, is
usually a middle-class phenomenon;
lower classes seldom rely upon sexual
fantasy for additional stimulus. Most
researches on sex behaviour bear
this point out.

art. 'When I went to see Lonesome
Cowboys T took a friend of mine
not knowing what I was getting into.
She sat through the film grim-faced

.... and on coming out of the theatre,
asked me if I was carrying aspirin.

I.
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about what your neighbours think.
Second, the decrease in the influ-

ence of religion and increase in em-
phasis on rationality. Third, the
shift from extended families to nu-
clear families. This, in turn, has led
to a greater emphasis on individual-
ism, which, with the greater spread
of education and possibilities of eco-
nomic independence, emancipated
women from the shirttails of men.
Finally, birth control pills which des-
troyed the fear of pregnancy, perhaps
the most powerful restraint on sexual
freedom.

A cigarette advertisement, aimed at
women customers and currently be-
ing shown on television networks has
a slogan which sums up this emanci-
pation of American women: "You've
come a long long way, Baby. Now,
you've your own cigarette." And, we
can add, your own economic freedom
and birth control pills.

No Smooth Passage
This picture of social change and

the concomitant change in sexual at-
titudes, however, ignores one thing.
Attitudes on matters as imRortant as
sex do not change without turmoil,
confliCt and tension. There is no
smooth passage from one set of long-
standing beliefs to another. You do
not change your attitudes as easily as
you change your clothes.

The change in attitudes toward sex
in this country shows this turmoil.
The change is going on and has not
been stabilized yet, nor is it rmiform
in all segments of the population.
The young are sexually permissive in
a different way from the old; the
middle class breaks sex taboos in a
different style from the upper class.
The rhetoric and rationalisations are
also different.

There are also exuberant excesses
at the margin of the, sex movement.
Some young people, particularly hip-
pies, have emphasized group love as
wen as group sex patticipation.·
Their rationalisations are different
from those who participate in perio-
dic sex orgies or wife-swapping par-
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ties that are held in isolated homes
of upper class or upper-middle subur-
bia of big cities. The hippies ration-
alize their action in the name of
greater consciousness; non-hippies
say that periodic x orgies help them
in saving their marriage from dull-
ness.

Group sex, let me repeat, is not the
rule, but the exception, and I men-
tion this to dramatise the fact that
there are exuberant excesses at the
fringe of the current movement of
sexual permissiveness. What is im-
portant to remember is not these
stories of excesses, but the fact that
sex taboos are breaking down and a
new standard of sex behaviour is
emergmg.

'Obviously, when a major change in
attitude is taking place, the focus is
on the object of change. It's here
the hucksters enter the scene. As
permissiveness in sex becomes more
and more widespread, this new spurt
of enthusiasm in openness about sex
lends itself readily to commercial ex-
ploitation. As a writer in the Nation
magazine recently wrote, "Sex sells.
So what is now taking place is an
industrialisation of .our ideas and
dreams. In case you've not been
paying attention, your subconscious
has become part of the Gross National
Product." The change in sex atti-
tudes spreading throughout the
country has stimulated a commercial
movement presenting sex as spectator
sport or, if you prefer, art.

Part of Bigger Movement
There is another aspect of the so-

called sex revolution in this country
which is worth noting. It is, in a
deep sense, the by-product of a bigger
movement. Social movements, a noted
sociologist once said, can be of three
types: General, Specific or Expres-
sive. The illustrations of the first
two are labour union movements and
political movements, whether violent
or not. The ExpressiVe movement
involves fads, fashions and :morals.

The sex movement in this country
is part of the overall movement for
political and social change. It' is .

significant to note that people who
are liberal about sex also tend to be
radical in political and social think-
ing. This is particularly true among
the youth who go for drugs, love-ins
and rock and roll music. I can bet
there were few virgins among the
300,000 or odd young people who
swarmed in August-into a small
town in the Catskill mountains in
New York to listen to rock music
.--and fewer political conservatives
among them.

There must be thousands more
like these rock music fans across this
country and they can be a formidabl~
force for broad social change. Many
of them, I assume, did participate in
political movements of a revolution-
ary nature on the steps of the Pen-
tagon in 1967, in the streets of
Chicago in 1968 and around People's
Park in Berkeley this year. .But
these political movements wer~ frus-
trated by conservative forces, and
while they may surface again, the
chances of their success in bringing
about radical changes in the political
and economic system seem remote.

Expressive movements, such as
breaking the ancient sex taboo, are,
however, another matter. You do
not need a King or a Kennedy to
lead this kind of movement. Ener-
gies, thwarted i.n political movements,
can find fulfilment in expressive
movements. Steven Marcus, an Eng-
lish professor of Columbia University
who wrote a book on Victorian por-
nography, rightly called the current
pornographic revolution as a form of
pseudo-radicalism. "Po.rnography", he
said, "is just a small symptom of a
crisis connected with the Vietnam war.
There is no longer any moral legiti-
macy to suppress pornography. All
the moral forces in the country have
been leaking out in the war. If you
can see the Vietnam war on televi-
sion, wh.y can't you see people mak-
ing love in a magazine?"

I believe it was Mao Tse-tung who
said that revolution is no picnic. But,
in an affluent society, if you fail to
bring about radical changes, you can
always have a picnic,-sexual and
cultural that is-and pass it as the
real thing.
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966.2
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727.8

Real wages

The growing impoverishment of the
working class within the perspective
of increasing inequalities jn the urban
areas is marked by a similar pro-
cess in the villages. In West Pakis-
tan the development strategy, so ac-
tively promoted by the US anq World
Bank advisers to the government, is
committed to the promotion of the
landlords and big farmers. This stra-
tegy is pred,icated: on the need to
canalise the fertilisers, insecticides
and high yjelding seeds to those far-
mers who can afford to invest in tube-
wells, which provide the guaranteed
water supply necessary to m<lke this
package work. In the last 8 years
about 45,000 tube-wells have been
privately installed. Gjven the high
costs of investment and installation it
follows that only the landlords or
r;ich farms can affOrd to invest in
them. Estimates reckon that 77.% of
these tube-wells have gone to hold.
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ings of 25 acres or more. Since only
8% of the farmers in West Pakistan
have holdings of this dimension the
class foundations of the tube-well re-
volution are apparent. It should be
no surprjse to note that the poorest
50% of the rural population in West
-Pakistan earn only 26% of farm in-
come whilst the top 10% earn 28%.

It is interesting to note that these
same tube-wells are giving .a special
dimension to the prevailing feudal
relationship. By selling water supp-
lies surplus to the,ir needs to the
smaller farmers they are forcing spe.
cial additional levels of social depen-
dency on the poorer kisans who now
lfind that in ,an already feudal socjety
the landlord has acquired an additio-
nal m'easure of control over their life.

However, apart from its social jm-
• plications, the prevalent development

stmtegy for rural West Pakistan is
designed to 'accentuate exis~ing ine-
quJalities in - the rural areas. Thu~

127.4138.0

Changes in Industrial Wages in Pa~stan.
(The figures are in rupees)

Cost of living index
E.P. W.P.

101.2 96.8 (1955)

for a genuine socia! revolution.
We may begin by looking at the

industrial labour force. Our manu.
facturing sector has indeed been the
most dyna~ic in the whole economy
and its performance has elicited the
claim that Pakistani manufactures are
one of the fastest growing in the
world. It ~s thus appropriate to see
how far the workers in these
booming enterprises have been able
to share in the affluence of their mas-
ters. A study carri(,d out recently
shows that in both wings of Pak~stan,
whilst money wages have risen bet-
Ween 1954 and 1964, they have risen
less than the workers' cost of living
This may be seen from the followlng
table:

These 'figures serVe to h,ighlight the
fact that whilst there is appreciable
disparity in average wage levels in
the two w~ngs of Pakistan, in both
wings workers have been faced with
a visible decline in their level of liv~
jng over the decade examined. This
decline must be seen in the context
of the already low wages of the work-
ers. The most recent figure ensures
a monthly income of Rs 78 per
working class family in East Pakis-
.an which COmes to an ~ncome per
head of just under Rs 17 per month.
In West Pakistan the position is bare-
ly an improvement on the East with
a monthly income per head of
Rs 17.4. These figures must be seen
,in contrast to the rise in business pro-
fits in both wings of Pakistan.

In East Pakistan the ratio of labour
income to total factory income fell
from 0.37 in 1957 to 0.26 ,in 1962-
63. In West Pakistan labour's share
fell from 0.38 to 0.34.

1109.2

W.P.
980.9

E.P.
819.1

1057.3

Money wages
1954
1962/63 for

(E. Pakistan).
1963/64 for
(West Pakistan).

This article was written during the five-
month-old mass movement that convulsed
Pakistan. The article, taken from Holiday,
Dacca, has been abridged.

Emerging Forces In Pal{istan
RAHMAN SOBHAN

. THE widespread unrest in the
country was initially urban and

middle class in its composition and as-
pirations. Resentment was directed
against the suppression of accepted
freedoms and opportunities for politi-
cal participation. To this might be ad-
ded the resentment of the petit bour-
geoisie against the manifest accentua-
tion of social ~nequality in the urban
areas. One such study of bourgeois
inequality showed that 34.5 % of ur-
ban income was earned by the top
10% of the urban tax paying popula-

tion whereas only 23.5 % of urban in-
come was earned by 50% of the ur-
ban population. This inequality was
however, much more acute for the
whole urban population where the top
5 % earned 26% of the income and
the 50% earned only 21 %of the
inCOme.

However, even this class cons-
titutes a m,inority in the population.
The real indices of progress are re-
presented in the fate of the manual
labourers and farmhands who consti-
tute the buik of the urban and rural
population.

It is thus appropriate to look more
closely at the pred,icament of Pakis-
tan's forgotten millions to see exactly
how they have fared. Having done
this one can examine-the social forces
at work w~thin East and West Pa-
k,istan which have contributed to
their subjection over the years and
the balance of forces in society which
w~ll tend to condition the struggle
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would not spread to the village. The
student demand for' resignation of -
BD's by March 4 was the occasion
for accumulated peasant discontent to
surface in a bout of arson and killing
directed at· BD's, corrupt local offi-
cials and village gangsters who acted
,as musclemen for the regime whilst
battening on the villagers. The ten-
sions of the village always carried the
seeds of peasant revolution. Its tim-
ing and intensity were thus the only
occasion for surprise in the absence .
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of effective political direction and
organisation a:t the village level.

No Real Roots
The :essentially urban character of

the movement as much as the middle-
class antecedents of the opposition has
cut the parties off from the villages. In.
deed had they any real roots there the
present tensions created by the regi-
me's development strategies could
have been exploilled to threaten the
system from within. A movement of
party workers into the villages with a
view to making - the peasant under-
stand the social forces which condi-
tion his life could have educated the
rural poor about their interim power
and could have, at least in East Pa.
kistan, mobilised them to seize power
within the union councils. This how-
ever was never on the cards. It was the
awareness of this reality which has
committed the regime to the system
of indirect elections by the BD's in
the knowledge that in a politically in-
sulated village the richer farmers
will dominate the !elections.

In West Pakistan of course the old
feudal tradition adds a dimension of
its own which makes the hold of the
zamindar much more entrenched COm-
pared to the rich farmer in the East.
However, even here thie complete
lack of political penetr.ation by pro-
gressive forces into the villages in
these 20 years ha kept the peasant
bound to the landlord and subject to
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landlessness, which according to cen-
sus reports increased by 66% between
1951 .and 1961. Earm budget stu-

dies in 1963-64 showed that 50% of
farmers' controlled only 26% of farm
income whilst 10% controlled as
much as 27 %. A survey in 1963-64
pointed out that 62.2% of f.armers
had less' than 2 acres of land which
marked a deterioration within the
short time which has lapsed since the
t960 census when 5 I% of the

farmers owned less than 2.5 acres.

Table II
East Pakistan per capita farm income (in Rupees at constant prices of

1959/60).
1949150 - 53154 54155 - 58159 59160 - 63164 64165 - 67168

228 201 202 198

As in the West wing, development
str'ategy is designed to favour the
rich f.armer. He however, has shown
even less capacity to benefit frOm this
compared to his counterpart in the
West. Over the years he has grown
idle through living off his income
from leasing surplus land on "Barga"
and moneylending at 70180% annual
interest. As a result this strategy
has failed even to promote its original
objective 'of increasing overall out-
put in agriculture as it did in West
Pakistan, so that rural inequalities
are increasing within the perspective
of a stagnating farm sector.

The electoral compulsions of the
regime made them even more com-
mitted 11:0 this strategy of promoting
rich farmlers. The bulk of the Basic
Democrats come from this class of
rich farmers. In the 1965 election,
for instance, 62% of rural BD's in
East Pakistan could be so classed;.
Since the system was based on secur-
ing the votes of the BD's, development
strategy made their class interests
parallel to the political survival
Of the regime so that developm!cnt
strategy remained inflexibly commit-
ted to perpetuating these inequalities
in the village.

The uprising initially bypassed
the countryside. But it was incon-
ceivable that within a densely popu.
lated land area of only 55,000 sq.
miles, where 95% of the population
are classi'fied as rural, the flames
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those farmers who have tube-wells
and can afford to USethe development
aids will prosper whilst the rest of
the peasantry w,ilI remain committed
to 'their traditional methods and in'
case of rising numbers may even
face a deterioration jn their levels of
living. It was no .turprise that
between 1959 an~ 1963-64 average
family income in the rural areas
stayed unchanged in real terms, which
implies that at the base conditions
must have deteriorated.

Whilst inequality between rich and
poor will continue to be accentuated,
that between the farmers of the cen-
tral Punjab, and others in NWFP,
Baluchistan and Sind and even in the
drier regions of Punjab will also in-
crease. The tube-well revolution can
only apply to that part of the Indus
plains which has a reserve of sub.
iSurfaoe wate~ This is .1imited by
nature to only a part of the Punjab.
This was already shown b)'l the
growth of farm output during the 2nd
plan.

In the heart of the Indus Plain this
was 6% per annum ; in the Frontier
regions it was 1.8% an in Sind/
Baluchistan it was 3.5%.

, The growing influence of the Natio-
nal Awami Party in these regions may
thus OWeas much to the feeling of
economic alienation felt by the farmers
of Sind, NWFP and Baluchistan in
comparison to the prospering Punjab
peasant, .as it does to dissatisfaction
with the one-unit system.

In the East wing, even the facade
of progress, however unequal, which
has infected the West is not ,apparent.
This may be seen from the following
figures for per capita income of the
agricultural population.

The 'figures in T,able II have been
given added authority by evidence
drawn from farm budget studies.
These showed that between 1961 and
1963.64 when rice production was
supposed to be booming and the
works programme was at its peak,
farm per capita real income in the
rural areas declined from Rs 27.3 to
Rs 24.7.

Evidence points to growing impo-
verishment of the small farmers and
landless labourers and ,an increase in
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Middle Class
The tradidonand ethos of East

Pakistan politics has always been
middle class. In the .absence of a
signi'ficant Muslim feudal class, poli-
tical leadership in the course of the,
Pakistan mOvement came to rest in
the hands of the middle class, unlike
the Punjab and Sind where it was
the landlords who dominated pre-
partition politics in the region. The
growth and success of the Muslim
League in pre-independence Bengal
was evidence of nascent middle-class
Muslims aiming to wrest power from
their Hindu counterparts.

Partition frustrated the basic as-
sumptions on which the Bengali mid-
dle class had fought for independence
when political power passed from the
Hindus to the West Pakistani domi-
nated Central Government. The rea-
son for the paradox lay in the foun-
dations of the present regime.

The bureaucracy from the beginn- .
ing exploited their technical and intel-
lectual superiority over the politician.
They used the personal divisions and
lack of organisation amongst politi-
cians to dominate the decision making
process. It was the possibility of
restoration in the balance of power

velopment strategies under the Ayub
regime. The faqt that this growing
discontent has found no political focus
merely heightened the sense of frus-
tration in the village ,and threatens any
regime in the future with a convulsion
which would make the present upris-
ing seem mild in comparison.

Having spelt out the nature of so-
cial forces in the vi41ages,tbe disparity
in their development in the two wings
of Pakistan and the potential for so-
cial change in the future we can
understand why the villages remain
relatively less involved in the struggle
at this moment. From an adequate
understanding of the social basis of
the present uprising we must turn to
the social forces at work within the
urban societies of East and West Pa-
kistan where we must direct our at-
tention in order to interpret the na-
ture of the struggle and evaluate its
possibility for social change. We will
begin with East Pakistan.
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his political dictation. The bogus Contradiction
land reform of lhe Ayub regime left In the absence of a peasant-based
the economic base, and hence the po- political movment the only hope fOr
litical power of the landlords, quite the peasant lies in the contradiction
untouched. between the rising urban middle clas-

At the time of the land reform sesand the zamindars. A middle-
there were, according to the Agricul- class movement aiming to capture
'tural census, 2 million farm house- the balance of power from the zamin-
holds tilling land owned by zamin- (lars, could aim at a genuine land
,dars. This came to 42% of all farm reform which gave land to the tillers,
hous'eholds in West Pakistan. Ano- a move which would at one stroke
ther 17% had to rent land in order cut the economic base from under the
to supplement their own holdings, so landlord class by destroying the de-

o that three-fifths of ,all farm house- pendency of the tenant l"m the owner
holds in West Pakistan were under of his land. This in itself may not
the control of zamindars. Twenty- solve the problems of 90% of the
four million acres or 59% of the farm farm households who own under 12.5
,area of West Pakistan was thus own- acres of land. The experience of
ed by zamindars. Of these 24 mil- East Pakistan and even India has
lion aCves, only 7.75 million or 31% shown that th:e; subst~tution of the
was declared as under the provisions of feudal relationship by the emergence
the land reform law, which ,applied of a kulak or rich farmer class can
only to holdings of 500 acres and still ke~ep the small farmer and "land-
above. Out of this, 5.4 million acres less labourer in a state of subjugation.
were retained by zamindars under one Unless zamindari abolition is not
or other of the escape clauses provid- accompanied by redistribution of land
ed by the law, sO that in fact 'only and a well developed system of co-
2.35 million acres or 9.8% of the operatives to enable E-conomic utilisa-
to·tal area ownied by zamindars was tion of tube-wells and farm machin-
resumed by the State under the law. !ery, land reforms can create ·a diffe-
The resumed land was of the worst rent order of problems. It may be
qualitY' and in fact only 700,000 acres too much to expect that reformers
of marginal land were ever under will learn from the lessons of East
ct!ltivation. The balance was waste Pakistan and move from a feudal to
land, virtually beyond reclamation. a socialist ,and co-operative agricul-
In consequence only 150,000 sitting ture in one step. But certainly West
tenants were given ,title to the Pakistan must get to the first stage
700,000 acres of cultivated land of breaking the power of its land-
which meant that only about 5% of lords if even conventional bourgeois
the households coming under zamin- democracy is to em(;rge. Till then
dars' control were fully emancipated. the rural areas will continue to be
Given the trend towards inequalhies outside the mainstream of W~st Pa-
in the last eight years it is likely that kistani politics and rural opposition to
even this minor gilin has been eroded the regime will continue to be domina·
as more small farmers are forced by ted by individual1andlords in conflict
poverty to sell their ancestral lands with one-man rule.
,and become tenants of the rich farm- East Pakistan having already elimi-

nated its zamindars is ripe for gra-
ers Or zamindars.

Th
. d ' . d' duation to the next step of the strug-

e zamm ar s economIC omma- gle where the political and economic
tion of the village was reflected in his power of the village kulak is broken
continued political control. In the and passes into the hands of the small
1962 election to the National Assemb- peasant and landless labourer. The
ly 58 out of 78 members were zamin- 20 years since the abolition of zamin-
dars. The class relations in the viI- dari has merely heightened the frus-
lages of We~t Pakistan were not just tration of this submerged class which,
left intact under the Ayub raj, but reached a highly explosive point
str,engthened.. J ,as a result of the inequalities in d:e-
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resulting from the impending general
elections in East Pagistan where the
Awami League and NAP were likely
to sweep the polls, that persuaded
General Mirza to call in the army.
Unde~ Ayub Khan thie struggle for
power between the bureaucracy and
politicians ended in the unchallenged
victory of the executive, which has
ruled the country with the physical
~~anctions of the army, for the last
decade.

The fact that this central bureau-
cracy was West Pakistan and that the
strength of the political forces lay in
the Bengali middle class made the au-
tonomy issue particularly central to
East Pakistan politics and in the
Ayub years converted it into an over-
riding concern. For Bengal the bour-
geois revolution, when the middle
class seized power following the in-
dependence of a country, has not
been realised to this day. Th'e auto-
nomy movement is generally an at-
tempt to ~f1alise a stage in the coun-
try's development which has been
achieved in 'Vest Pakistan, as in

. so many othler countries, at the time
of independence. Decision making by
the West Pakistani dominated Centre
was made the more objectionable by
ilie much slower rate of government
sponsored developmernt in the East
wing. Thus disparities in levels of
living and ecop,omio opportunities
which stemmed from this unequal
development directly involved all seg-
ments of the middle class.

The alienation of this clas9 of
East Pakistanis produced a traditional
bourgeois nationaUst response. The
demand for parity was a demand by
the middle class for the jobs and
economic opportunities they had been
denied, as much as the natural res-
ponse of a homogeneous cultural and
social group to rule itself with a
minimum of interference from outside
'elements.

1fuis traditional response however
tended to involve a rather stereotyped
response from progressives in both East
and West Pakistan who saw this as a
distraction from the more fundamen-
!al struggle fOr social revolution.
What made the East Pakistan situa-
tion unique was itself a legacy of the
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disparity problem. The earlier indus-
trialisation in West Pakistan had built
up a class of entrepreneurs there with
considerable liquid reSOUrces, a net-
woirk at working relationships with
the "Vest Pakistani civil servants who
presided O""'r the development process
and some commercial experienoe.
When in response to political presSures
for accelerating development in the
East Wing, commercial and indus-
trial licences were being earmarked
for use there, it was this same class
of entrepreneurs who surfaced in the
East to underwrite those projects.
Where they did not dire·C'tly appropri-
ate the bigger projects it was their
money which sustained the dummy
Bengali entrepreneurs whose local con-
nections were instrumental in getting
the permits. Thus in a matter of time
the leading industrial and commercial
concerns in the region came to be
owned or controlled by the same
social groups w)ho were dominating
the economy of West Pakistan. In
1959 it was estimated that 2.50/0 of
industrial assets in the private sector
were owned by Bengali Muslims.

Bengali Bourgeoisie
The Bengali bourgeoisie had been

slow to manifest itself. Prior to inde.
pendence it had been non-existent.
All the commerce of the region rested
either in British Or Marwari hands.
After independence the initial neglect
of the region and the growth of a
West Pakistan bourgeoisie denied the
local bourgeoisie the opportunity to
fill the entrepreneurial vacuum left
by the departing Marwari and expan-
ded by the spread of industrialisation.
This phenomenon has affected both
the character and prospects of capit·a-
lism in East Pakistan. The limited
opportunities in the field of commerce
tended in the first decade of our his-
tory to drive the most able of the
middl;e-class Bengalis into govern-
ment service. The academic and
other professions remained the second
option. It was only those who tried
and failed in their pursuit of better
options that tried their hand at busi·
ness. This means initially petty trade
Or low-grade jobs i foreign or West
Pakistani concerns based in the region.

But when the flow of licences began to
pick up under the Awami League re-
gime and subsequently after the faster
tempo of development in the country
under the second plan this rather
pathetic collection of businessme;n
found unprecedented opportunities.
Those who did not sell their licences
to West Pakistanis for quick gain for-
med the basis of the new bourgeoisie.

Sustained by heavy loans from
banks and institutional credit agencies
and more recently by the EPIDC, they
b.egan to enlarge their operations.
This process has however still a long'
way to go before it approximates to
the situation in the West. Indeed
one of the reasons for the persistence
'Of disparities today lies in the paucity
of entrepreneural skills and financial
resources in East Pakistan to respond
to a private enterprise oriented deve-
lopment strategy. This same lack 01"
resources and experience has fostered
a sense· of insecurity in the Bengali
entrepreneurs both as to their present
position in society and their future
prospects. In tneir background and
thinking the,y are essentially petty
bourgeois and even /today lack the
con1fidenqe to defend their gains
against a sierious popular onslaught.
In its absence they back East Pakis-
tani nationalism to the hilt,' thereby
hoping to pick up the additional loaves
and fishes which are thrown in the
direction of East Pakistan by the
Centre with a view to forestalling
more fundamental demands from the
people.

This has left the bastions of capi-
talism in East Pakistan still very
much in West Pakistani hands. Any
economic concessions to the region
and even the threat of more political
autonomy do not disturb the reality
of their hold and even promise to ex-
tend the frontiers of their business
empires. More growth in East
Pakistan means bigger markets for
enterprises situated in both regions.
More business means m'Ore indigent
Bengalis looking for West Pakistan's
money to pay up the equity necessary
t'O even qualify for a loan from the
credit bodies. Thus within a conti-
nuing capitalist framework political
autonomy and even the basic goals



Autonomy
All this however remained a remote

prospect as long as the iron hand
of the regime restricted demands even
for the more basic freedoms. In join-
ing hands with West P,akistan politi-
cal groups the local political leader-
ship may have merely seen the pre-
sent struggle as a means to an end
and were thus willing to temporise in
the more fundamental issues of auto-
nomy. It is here that recent events
opened up an entirely new dimension
to the struggle which made it impera-
tive fal.: East Pakistan. to re.define
its relationship to the movement. In
order to understand this development
one must attempt i3 brief social ana-
lysis of the struggle.

As we how the initial confronta-
tions were led by the students. But
anyone who has examined the anato-
my of a demonstration or riot knows
that whilst students may give the lead
and slogans to-such an assembly they

they could Jom hands in a struggle
for a socialist and autonomous East
Pakistan.

EIPC·PR·l
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Despite the fact that we're an ~fficient,progressive
pharmaceutical manufacturing and marketing

~ complex, we're human enough to believe,implicitly -
" in that old saying "A Healthy Home Is A I-hippy

Home". And we like to think
that we've been contributing in
our own small way-to health
and happiness for the last 33
years. For example, we manu-
facture 125 items such as phar-
maceutical drugs and injections,
specialities and chemicals each
one of which helps to keep
people healthy. Many drugs,
essential for the treatment of
common diseases in the tropics
are manufactured by us
from basic-chemicals. And, in
addition, we have an effective
Re search Division that is
constantly developing new
ways to fight old problems.
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wanting social revolution one has the
basis of a unified political movement
in the region. As it stands, the au-
tonomists need a socialist pattern
to realise their programme whilst so-
cialists need the support of all those
elements of the urban areas who have
been educated in the idiom of paro-
chial politics. Faced by a concerted
front neither the capitalist nor their
bureaucratic backers could hold out,
against the pressures generated by
these combined forces. Once the no-
tion of public ownership is established
it would be much easier to widen the
net of public ownership at successive
stages. The capacity of the local capi-
talist to mount a resistance would be
largely ineffective gi'Wenhis modest
numbers and his immediate lack of
self-assurance. Ten to 20 years from
now he may grow into a different
animal but today he remains a push-
over fOr progressive forces. All this
makes the prospects of social revolu-
tion in East Pakistan a vi,able reality
if the contending political groups
could be persuaded to recognise the
basic identity of their interests so that

We've been
marketing

it for
33 years

Happiness

dfai& EAst India Pharmaceutical Works Limited
~ 6, Little Russell Street, Calcutta-16.
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of parity stand to be frustrated
by outside control over tl}e comman-
ding heights of the regional
economy.

The unique circumstances of East
Pakistan have thus made it possible
to merge the bourgeois stage of its
development with its socialist phase.

•True :autonomy fOr the region must
imply the seizing of the command-
ing heights from the West Pakistani
bourgeoisie. As long as Pakistan
remains one country this could only
be done by extending public owner-
ship into this domain, since it is not
possible to expropriate West Pakis-
tanis in order to hand their enterpris-
es ov,er to local capitalists. Even if
this were to be done, conditions of
efficiency may dictate against putting
major indus'rial enterprises into their
hands. The v,ery fact that the ablest
elements in the society are in public
service makes them in the present con-
text better custodians of the big in-
dustries than the newly elevated petty
bourgeoisie of East Pakistan.

Once the forces supporting regional
autonomy could be harnessed to those
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our Brethren on

Best Wishes to All

in East Pakistani society which in the
normal. caurse Of events may take
years to be realised. The authority
of the regime is in shambles. Its
class backers, the alien capitalist, are
booking plane tickets to Karachi and
beyond to sit out this conflagratian.
In this present mood and in the power
vacuum which is widening daily in
the province the long cherished goals
of autanomy and social revolution are
within the grasp of the people .. If the
Awami League and the NAP join
hands and identify themselves with
this mood and give it the political
direction which is vital for it to ac-
quire general ,acceptability they can
draw upon the support Of the entire
population involvd in the struggle and
many of those who are silent but not
unsympathetic spectators. If this mo-
ment slips past, not only will the
pursuit af the twin goals of autonomy
and social change be the mote diffi-
cult to realise but the senSe of dis-
illusion fastered by the gap beween
the popular mood ,and leadership at
the top will promise darkness and
uncertainty for the future.

PATANWALA

The House of

from

the Happy Occasion of Puja
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th'ey can na longer be ignored as a
political eleme!lt or last in the inter-
stices of urban' planning.

This element was of courSe joined
by the factory wC?rkerswho tended ta
mount their own assaults against the
regime and the social order. In
Chittagong and Khulna workers from
the industrial areas not only partici-
pated in the meetings called by stu-
dents and opposition parties but at-
tacked industrial establishments at a
heavy cost in lives. In Memra, an
industrial suburb of Dacca, 50,000
workers participated in a frontal as-
sault on the Adamjee Jute Mills, the
largest industrial enterprise in the
cauntry. From the industrial estates
in and around Dacca at Tejgaon and
Tongi workers emerged to block rail-
way lines, participate in demonstra-
tions, 'fight alongside the students and
other elements of the urban pOOr in
the streets. Whilst their declining le-
vels of living underlined their lack of
participation in the benefits of pro-
gress their explosion marks a mili-
tancy which was also directed against
the class of exploiters whose origins
merely aggravate their alienation from
the workers. The newly discovered
use Of 'gherao' gave them an appra-
priate weapon with which to make
long suppressed demands. There is
nothing to prevent them frOm extend-
ing these demands for better wages to
a complete expropriation of the enter-
prise. Public workers' contral of in-
dustry is no longer a fantasy and only
requires the correct political direction.

This new pressure on the streets
has been a unique and exhilarating
experience fOr the students whose
generally radical rhetoric has always
included reference to the' sufferings of
krishak (peasant) and sramik (wor-
ker) but who in practice had appeared
as mere abstractions to the largely
middle-class students. Their common
struggle has forged a bond sealed by
the blood which both have shed in
the streets. The more articulate stu-
dent has at last found a reality in his
radicalism; which can turn his slo-
gans into realisable political objectives.

This is East P.akistan's moment of
truth where correct political leader-
ship could produce a radicalisation
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rarely make up the body of the de.
monstrators. Fram the nooks and
CornerS gf th~ city emerge the urban
poar. This as a group is distinct
from the more easily identifiable urban
factory workers. In any city ar town
there always remain an uncounted
number of people who in the euphe-
misms of 'clubland' are dismissed as
"riffraff" and 'hooligans.' They in-
clude the unemplayed, casual day la-
bourers, street urchins, news vendors,
pickpockets, professional beggars ar
anyone Of Ian amorphous group who
hang around cities waiting for some-
thing to turn up which will give them
a more durable stake in the life· of
the city. LA SZI

They live in hovels, pavements or
wherever they tfind a nook. Within
them resides all the pent up frustra-
tion and hatred against ,a society
which owes them no place and flaunts
its wealth in their face.

It is nat really possible to statisti-
cally distinguish this class but any
quantitative lanalysis of urban power
would equate those at the bottom of

: the poverty scale with this same
group. The CSO family budget stu-
dies af 1963-64 showed that in the
urban areas of East Pakistan 65.3%
of the households had, on laverage, ta
live on a per capita income of less
than one rupee a day. As i(l group
this 65.30/0 of the urban population
received o.uly 29% of the total in-
came of the urban areas. In contrast
those earning Rs 900 and above per
month covered only 3.30/0 of the ur-
ban population but earned 23.1 % af
its income. TheSe figures of poverty
hawever, da not even include the
very pooJ:est of them who have no
'fixed abode to bring them within the
disposition of the sample, so that one
may reckon that more than 65% are
within Re 1 per day and those at
the battom Of the scale live on under
one-half of a rupee.

This class has for the first time in
memory not rUn at the tirst sound of
gunfire ·but has stayed by the side af
the students in ,their pitched battles
with the police and faced arrest and
death as the price of their courageous
resistance. They have at last made
their presence felt and shown that
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Collective Security

a

SPEAKING at the Second Congress
of the Communist Internation-

al in 1921, Lenin warned the dele-
gates that a perversion of principles
could reduce the most revolutionary
theories to banality. The architect
of the :Bolshevik Revolution and the
first leader to formulate the princi-
ples of socialist foreign and internal
policies ended his speech with a plea
for greater mobilization of workers
for accomplishing world revolution.
It is ironic that in the year of the
52nd anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution, his words should sound
no more than a faint and distant
echo. The Soviet proposal for col-
lective security in Asia, initiated as
a foreign policy move at the June
international communist meet in
Moscow, has perhaps highlighted
more than any other recent Soviet
move the wide chasm that exists be-
tween the )goals and vision of the
contemporary Soviet leadership and
those projected by the founder of
the first socialist State.

Mr Brezhnev, First Secretary of
the C:PSU Central Committee, told

- the June conference that "the burn.
ing problems of the present inter-
national situation do not push into
the background more long-range tasks,
especially the creation of a system of
collective security in those parts of
the world where the threat of the
unleashing of a new world war and
the unleashing of armed conflicts cen-
tred." He referred to the specific
case of Asia and said that "we think
the course of events also places on
the I agenda the task of creating a
system of collective security in Asia."
(Emphasis added).

Reporting to the Supreme Soviet
almost a month later, the Soviet Fo.
reign Minister, Mr Gromyko, reite.
rated the proposal and pointed out
that "the Soviet Union which is both
a European and an Asian power
wants all the peoples of Asia to live
in peace" as they had "common in.

terests". He made a plea that the
proposal "will be studied by the gov-
ernments of the interested States in
all seriousness."

However, to understand the politi-
cal implications of the Soviet propo.
sal, an analysis of the concept as well
as the intentions is warranted.
First, the concept of "collective secu·
rity" is based on certain assumptions.
When a proposal of this kind is
mooted, it is basically assumed, for
right reasons or wrong, that the
sovereignty and independence of a
nation or a group of nations is under
threat from an external- source. Se-
cond, it is also assumed that to coun-
ter this threat it is necessary to offer
protection to those nations in one
form or another. That is to say,
providing, security also implies that
the country to which it is offered is
not capable of defending itself from
any possible aggressor. These as-
sumptions broadly lie behind any
collective security proposal, and the
Soviet proposal is no exception.
Thus the need for a collective secu.
rity arrangement in Asia or the irre.
levance of it depends on the validity
or otherwise of the basic assumptions
that lie behind such a proposal. In
[act a review of -the Asian scene be-
comes necessary tn order to evaluate
the Soviet proposal.

Whose Threat?
First, taking up the problem of

"threat" to the Asian countries, one
may ask, from whom is the threat
received? If the Rl~ssians had as-
serted that the cardinal threat to the
independence of Asian nations comes
from the United States and its mili.
tary bases and its economic offen.
sive, then at least one could have
vouched for the correctness of the
Soviet assumption. But on the con-
trary, the Soviets seem to take for
granted that it is China and not im-
perialism that is the threat to Asian
nations. An article published in the

authoritative Soviet journal Izvestia
(May 28) a few days before the in.
ternational communist meet asserted
that "Mao and his henchmen enter.
tain quite definite designs on anum.
ber of countries in this [Asia] part of
the world." The author, V. Matve.
yev, further said that "the main
thing is that the Maoists are inten-
sively exploiting the numerous Chin-
ese communists in several Asian coun.
tries for purposes that have nothing
at all in common with the sovereign-
ty of these countries." One is also
surprised to learn that "there is a
dismantling of foreign military bases"
in Asia. He adds that a collective
security system backed up by Russia
would contribute to the security of
this region and prevent any aggres-
sive Power from filling up the
"vacuum". In short, the views noted
above very clearly present the Soviet
view of "the threat" and the need
for security of Asian nations. In
plain language, Moscow is simply
saying that in the event of the weak.
ening of the hold of imperialistic
power in Asia, Peking would step in
and assume a hegemonistic role and
that this has to be prevented. It is
on the foundation of some of these
arguments that the Soviet concept of
collective security rests. '

F~rst, the Soviet charge that the
Chinese have designs on a number of
Asian countries-a page from a USIS
handout--is nothing startlingly new
to many Asian countries. Others
have said it earlier. Ever since the
founding of the Chinese People's Re-
public, China's "threat" to Asia has
been a recurring theme in all West-
ern propaganda. In fact the Rus.
sians have proved to be late-starters.
The Western propaganda was done
with a view to roping in all the Asian
countries on the Western bandwagon.
N ow the Russians are doing the
same: seeking to create a bloc of
Asian nation~ dependent on the So-
viet Union and helping it extend and
perpetuate its super-power role. It
is willing to make a compromise on-
revolutionary principles and enable'
the super-powers to exercise duopoly ,
over the world. China, for the Soviet
Union, is dangerous because she is

24 26 _



FRONTIER

27

Business Manager
Frontier

communist. That is ,to say, the
theory is against any radical move-
ment which has mobilised people be.
hind it for coming to power because
such movement erodes the strength
of imperialism. The Soviet version
has certain similarities with the West-
ern version in that it is also by im-
plication against armed rebellion by
mabilised peasants against the ruling
elite. This is evident from the en-
thusiastic 'suPPOrt provided by the
Russians to the various reactionary
governments of Asia. The most strik-
ing instance \perhaps is the recent
Russian initiative for re-establishing
cordial relations with the Suharto
regime of Indonesia which mowed
down more than 500,000 cammunists.
Despite the fact that Vietnam has
successfully exposed the spurious cha-
racter of such theories, the Russians
are picking them up.

The common Asian peasant of to-
day is not in need of any security
pact from a super-power. He wants
ta be made safe from the ruthless_
ness of his feudal landlord who ex- .
prapriates his labour, wife and child_
ren. He wants to be protected fram
thase wha go abaut with flaming
torches to burn him alive, He does
not want to remain an unperson.
But then to an obtuse and conserva.
tive super-power obsessively pre-
occupied with its narrow interests
perhaps these are irrelevant issues.
That Lenin's country should come to
such a pass is an unparalleled
tragedy.
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needs today is not "stability". There
is an urgent necessity for demolishi.ng
the existing, atrophied socia-economic
political strtlcture~ .for purposes of
national salvation, If this is the
goal, then the Russian concept of
"peace and stability", like its Ameri-
can counterpart, is, in an objective
sense, the anti-thesis of the ideas of
.progres& (visualised by some of the
great leaders of Asia. On this score
itJelf the Russian propasal deserves
to be rejected.

"Common Interests"
Amplifying the Saviet proposal on

collective security, Mr Gromyko point-
ed out, as noted earlier, that it is
also meant to safeguard "the common
interests" of Asian States. However,
we have not been told how,the Rus-
sians define the operative expression,
"common interests". It is crystal
clear that such interests as the Rus-
sians perceive are not in any way
base.d on class analysis-the method
to which the 'Russians advance a
monapolistic claim. One may ask:
Is it possible to see any common
point between, say, revolutionary
North Vietnam on the one hand and
the feudal Thai monarchy on the
other? If one were ta go by. the
Marxist theory of the role of the
State, then certainly not. Probably
such thearies have no impact on
Russian thinking of today. For it
appears that the Russians look at
the world scene not from the point
of view of revolutionary internation ..
alism, but simply from the angle of
a super-power. In fact, the Russian
Foreign Minister has admitted this.
In his speech to the Supreme Saviet
of the USSR nated earlier, he said:
"The situatian in the world is deter-
mined to a great extent by the state
of relations between the big powers".

Further, the Russians also seem to
believe in the theory of "the fragile
countries": That is, some countries
are weak and need protection for
achieving peace and stability. This
is originally a Western concept de-
signed to achieve imperial ends.
According to the Western version,
some countries have to be safeguard-
ed because otherwise they will go
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not willing to remain a slave. It is
common knowledge that there is not
a single Chinese soldier outside what
the Chinese consider their rightful
borders, and most of their border
questions have been settled . Under
these circumstances, where do the
Russians discover qhinese "designs"
on Asia?

It also follows from the Russian
\<lrgument, however much the Krem-
lin may try to deny it in public,
that if some nations have designs on
others, then these designs have to be
frustrated and destroyed. In the
Russian scheme of things, since the
Chinese have "designs" they have to
be contained through a collective
arrangement. This is what the
United States has been saying since
the beginning of the cold war, and
marc so since its deep involvement
in Vietnam. The Russians are just
repeating all the tricks that the Ame.
ricans have tried. Presumably, Kosy-
gin and Brezhnev have become the
spiritual heirs of John Foster Dulles.

Moreover, the collective securi.ty
proposal, the Russians argue, is alsa
meant to ensure "peace and stability"
in Asia, But what exactly do such
well-meaning phrases like peace and
stability mean in the Asian context?
For the developing nations of Asia
the advocacy of stability is to a large
extent irrelevant and erroneous be-
cause "stability" has invariably meant
the status quo. In the context of
the increasing gap between East and
West-the appalling paverty of the
East and the affluence of the West-
wards like orderly progress or a
peaceful transition would only mean
a prolonged period of continuing

. misery. It will only contribute to
strengthening the power of the status
guo oriented leaders and provide
them with a legitimacy. What Asia
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Some Influence
So foreign big business magnates

have only some influence over Indian
big business magnates but nothing
more. Similarly, the latter have only
some inffuence on the Indian state
power but not contral. That des-
pite turns and twists, the grip still
remains with the national bourgeoisie
is proved by the Five Year. Plans and
rhe increase in the share of the State
sector in the national economy from
one plan- to another, nationalisation

powerful and consolidated "haves" in
entire Afro-Asia, comparable only
with those of Japan. They not only
hold small or medium-scale indus-
tries, bu t alsa giant basic industries
like iron <lnd steel. They keep today
an army of technical experts and run
standard research institutions for
indigenous development. The big-
gest of the Indian capitalists has
the "accounted capita.!" of nearly
Rs 500 crores which is definitely a
cl,ignified figure. Here . industrial
capital has already combined with
banking capital ta give birth to big
finance capital which is not only as-
sertive on the native market but also
out for international exploitation,
i.e., assuming a small imperialist
ch:1facter. The Indian capitalists are

. au t to set up industries like soap,
textile, rayon and chemicals in the
underdeveloped countries of Afra-
Asia and not less than Rs 100 crores
has' already been invested. Are all
these respectable achievements possi-
ble for a comprador bourgeoisie?

So, the CPI maintains, there may
be inherent tendencies within the
Indian bourgeoisie to collaborate
with the imperialists as a junior part-
ner but not to 'be their subordinates.
The Indian bourgeoisie accommodate
many desires of Western business in-.
terests, but they are als.o in a bargain-
i;g position to. force some of their
own desires on them. Did not In-
dia play an effective role in prevent-
ing Britain from joining the Euro-
pean Common Market?

-on' the other hand the CPI (M)
holds that the state power essentially
rests with the big bourgeoisie and their
junior partner-landlords-who are
in the process of surrender to the
imperialists. The national bourgeoi-
sie, if any, are of only subsidiary im-
portance. That means, both Desai
and Indira Gandhi are only the two
c.ontainers of the same content or that
Indira Gandhi is mere enamel on
Desai. So the struggle will be not
for sharing power but for wresting
power from the present ruling class
and for putting the workers not as a
partner but at the leadership as con-
ceived in "Peoples' Democracy". But
as the reactionary big bourgeoisie
have not yet surrendered but are in
the process of surrendering, so there
is still some bourgeois democratic
freedom left, permitting a limited
scope to parliamentary methods,
though the ,laws of diminishing re-
turn have' already started operating
so far as constitutional means are
concerned. So the obvious line of
action would be a cauti.ous mixture
of parliamentary and extra-parlia_
mentary methods with the latter
steadily increasing.

The CP (ML) differs with the
CPI (M) though intensely but only
in tense. What the CPI (M) "conti-
nues" to say in "present continuous",
Ithe CP (ML) "claims to perfect in
"present perfect". T,here can be no
two .opinions that the big bourgeoisie
are firmly saddled in the country but
the process of surrendering has reach-
ed its end and they have in essence
a comprador character. There is no
independent bourgeoisie; so there is
no bourgeois democratic freedom.
And so election is treason, Parlia-
men t a farce. There is no scope or
utility of election politics. The line
of action should be solely extra-par_
liamentary. The organisation is to
be built only underground.

Each of the three varieties seems
equally confident about the correct-
ness of its stand. The Indian bour-
geoisie are the most sophisticated,

Communists-Simple, Marxist And Revolutionary.
A. K. Roy

pERHAPS the number three has a
special sanctity in India. We

have the tri-coloured flag, Tin-Murti-
Bhavan, tri-figured defection-Ban-
gIa Congress-BKD-Lok Dal-rule of
three, and so there are three
varieties of communists - simple,
Mafxist and revolutionary. Each
denomination has its own profound
meaning. The term "Marxist" is to
be added because there may be a
communist without being a Marxist;
the qualifying word "revoluti.onary"
is absolutely necessary because there
may be a Marxist without being a
revolu tionary.

The three varieties of communists
proclaim three lines and claim
three cheers. In the words of Lenin,
"The main question of every revo-
lution is the question o~ state
power" and in the words of Stalin,
"In the hands of which class or which
classes is power concentrated, which
class or which classes must be over-
thrown, which class or which classes
must take power-such is the main
question of every revolution". Accord-
ing to the CPI, the state power in
India is essentially concentrated in
the hands of the nati.onal bourgeoisie
-may be represented by Indira Gan-
dhi-who are under increasing pres-
sme from the big bourgeoisie-may

.be represented so far by Morarji
Desai-who are in turn progressively
collaborating with foreign imperial-
ists. So the CPI advocates 'National
Democracy' in which it would share
power with the 'first' by displacing
the second. So yesterday there was
the Gandhi-Desai Government, next
would come a Dange-Gandhi Govern-
ment and then a pure Dange Gov-
ernment. This spells a stepwise sub-
stitution process, through partial
struggles as the road to socialism. As
the national bourgeoisie have the
state power, there is bourgeois demo-
cratic freed.om in the country, and
the scope of parliamentary politics
negates any need for extra-parliamen-
tary methods and underground acti-
vities.

, OCTOBER 18, 1969
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of transport, the Imperial Bank, LIC,
ban~ing, etc., and the continuation of
the Industrial Policy Resolution of
1956. The Planning Commission may
not lead the countJ;y to socialism, yet
it constitutes the organised brain of
the national bourgeoisie to find indi-
genous capital to counter the thrust
of the big bourgeoisie and to 'com-
plete the bourgeois democratic revo-
lution. That is why at every annual
general meeting of chambers of com-
merce" the spokesmen of the big
bourgeosie pour venom on the Plan-
ning Commission. But the very fact
that despite the dislike of the cham-
bers of commerce the Planning Com-
mission p~'evails is a clear indicator
that the national bourgeoisie prevail
over the big bourgeoisie in India.

This ecopomic analysis can also be
substan tia ted by various poli tical
data. India is no less than one of
the big three of the non-aligned
world, Hanked only by the UAR and
Yugoslavia and outflanked only by
Pakistan. Even our Minister without
portfolio always has one of the busi-
est foreign tour programmes, indi-
cating our political respectability.
India has always maintained very cor-
dial relations with the socialist world,
braved Western displeasure from Suez
to W'est Irian, and earned praise for
her peace efforts, from Korea to
Indo-China. India scrapped the

'VOA deal, refused a nuclear um-
brella, opposed bases in the Indian
Ocean, asked for the cessation of
bombing of North Vietnam, aspired
to fill the gap likely to be created 15'\'
the probable British withdrawal from
the Far East, and lastly sent. her
beaming Prime Minister to the top of
Lenin's tomb on no less an occasion
than the 50th anniversary of the
October Revolution. What .more do
Y9u want?~

All this logic makes the Marxists
smile and the Maoists laugh. They
confront this stand with their theore-
tical analyses. It is not the nine.
teenth century, but the latter half of
llhe twentieth. Gone are the golden
days of capitalism. It is the era of its
crisis and decadence which is a world
phenomenon. Last year's turmoil in
France and the march of the poor in
Washington indicate that the wealth
of the West is not the barometer of
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its health. Even 1Jhe classical and
assertive inliependent bourgeois coun-
tries of the West are moving towards
inter-dependence through various
forms of economic bondage. The
house of the West is a house with
one pillar and that pillar is the USA.
Between the socialist bloc and the
USA, various capitalist countries con-
stitute an intermediate zone, all de-
pendent on the USA, though in va-
rious degrees-perhaps France the
least, South Vietnam the most.

In India beGause of British colo-
nial rule the growth of an indepen-
dent bourgeoisie could not tak~ place
in a real sense even during the in-
dependence movement when the bite
of the internal class struggle was less
and emergence of capitalism was a
world phenomenon. So when the
thing did not grow properly when it
should have grown, how can we
expect its growth and developmen~
at such a late hour when Great Bri-
tain, our previous master,' herself is
being called the 38th State of the
USA?

Political Economy
This theoretical analysis can be.

tested by examining the political eco-
nomy of the country and any such
inspection must start with a correct
evaluation of the State sector. This
sector as such does not carry much
meaning if it is not clearly explained
which class or classes control the
state power. The State sector means
socialism if state power remains with
the working class, it means "national
capitalism" if it is in the hands of
the national bourgeoisie, but it me am
only taking an industry from an in-
dividual capitalist 'and keeping it
with a bureau of capitalists parading
as the Government if the state power
lies in the hands of the big bour-
geoisie. That the state power vests in
the big bourgeoisie is explained from
the fact that even the State sector
has been formed to serve them only.
Keeping the real authority of the
State in the hands of the big bour-
geoisie, this so-called State sector gives
a unique handle to tap the people's.
money as a compulsory indirect tax
which was tn the 2nd Five Year Plan
Rs. 11,000 crores, 3rd Five Year Plan
Rs. 2,880 crores.. and in the 4th Plan
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PLAN

Total investment III Rs. crores

I II III IV for 65·66

2100 4800 7200 2225

Foreign aid in Rs. crores

188.0 1049 2200 669

%9.6 22.5

First Five Year Plan to the proposed
'Fourth constituting now, even offi-
cially, 30% of the total wished in-
vestment.

While our foreign exchange reserve
came down [rom, some Rs. 1,40b
crores, our foreign debt increased
from nil in 1948 to, this day, R~.
4,000 crores (U.S. loans alone R~.
2,600 crores) without considering de.
valuation. This is 35% of our gross
national income. It is calculated that
20% of our total foreign exchange
earning tkrough our dwindling export
market is sucked out as interest on
our loans.

The myth of a self-generating
economy can be clearly exposed by
examining [closely each individual
item. At the annual general meet-
ing of the Indian Statisti al Institute
in Madras in December, 1956 Mr P.
C. M ahalanobis explained the thesis
of self-generating economy as: Sup-
pose 'We are ,importing six miHio)1
tons of foodgrains a year, i.e., some
8% of our total production at the
cost of foreign exchange. This would
employ our people only in loading
and unloading it. If instead we
would import I ton of fertiliser
for 10 tons of food grains, we might
have to wait for a year before we
can use that fertiliser on the soil and
get the additional crop but that
would cost much less foreign ex-
change and employ a series of per-
sons froml port to field. If, in-
tead of importing fertilisers we im-
port all the equipment making a
fertiliser factory to produce that ad-
ditional fertiliser, we would spend
still less foreign exchange and em-
ploy more people though we might
have to bear hardship for five years.
But we might go even further by

crores out of the total private capital
of Rs. 2,300 crores. From 1953 to
1961, the Reserve Bank of India has
shown, while the top 10% of the
people have, increased their share of'
the national income from 28ro to
37%, for the bottom 40ro it decreased
[rom 20% to 13%.

The same dismal figure of mono-
polistic concentration is also visible.
in respect of land where, despite
various caricatures of reform and
legislation, 58% is concentrated
in the hands of 10% of the top rural
families while the bottom 20% of the
agricultural families own less than
I% of cultivable land. This is be.
sides the huge army of landless la.
bourers who constitute no' less than
22% of the rural population. Bet-
ween 1950 and 1960 there was not
even any marginal change in this
abnormal picture of land concen-
tration.

The so-called controversies between
the chambers of commerce and the
Planning Commission are mo·re a
show than a reality. On every preci-
pitated issue where the big bour-
geoisie mean business the chambers
of commerce can get their object
throug;h-think, for instance, of the
djJution of the Industrial Policy Re-
solution of 1956, the fertiliser deal,
liberalisation of import licences, free
hand in investment etc. The routine
cry of the Planning Commission for
land reform could not give land to
the tiller because the big bourgeoisie
did not want to annoy their junior
partners, ,the landlords.

Foreign Monopolists
The relation between the big bour-

geoisie and foreign monopolists comes
out from economic data which show
that the penetration of private foreign
capital increased threefold, from Rs.
255.80 crores in 1948 to Rs. 750
crores in 1960, au t of which 64 ro
was British and 27.6% American.
Britain increased her investment two-'
fold after "leaving" her Empire.
Today the percentage of foreign capi-
tal in the Indian economy is, mineral
oil 97%, match box 90%, jute 89%.

.Even our economic planning could
not make us economically indepen_
dent. The proportion of foreig'n
"aid" has steadily increased from the
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4- expected to be Rs. 3,000 crores, to
strengthen the position of the big
bourgeoisie by compensating the in-
herent weakness of the country's ca-

, . pitalist economy. So nationalisation
of the consumer goods industry,
whether paper mill or sugar factory,
takes place only in cases of losing
concerns which may be again hand-
ed back to the private owner after
the take-off stage, i.e. after it again
becomes profit making. The public
sector may be started with heavy in-
dustries which require high initial
capital but whioh, because of the low
return on the capital in the begin
ning, do not attract any big private

'- enterprise. The design is also there
~:-_ to hand over these mammoth public

sector projects' to the individual capi.
talists after they become profit mak-
ing. Even bourgeois philosophy per-
mits the freedom to purchase shares
or not, but ,here one must be a share-
holder with no share in the profit or
in the authority. The sole purpose
is to nourish the limping capitalism
and feed the inflated officialdom or
the board of directors who corne in-
variably from the class of the big
bourgeoisie, sometimes being their
direct relations.

Secondly, the public sector may be
utilised to corrode the very fOlll1da-
tion of socialist philosophy by de-
monstrating its discouraging perform-
ance. The public sector is based on
socialist principles but in India it is
governed by capitalist principles, so
naturally it is found uneconomic, less
efficient, wasteful and what not. Ul-
timately, nhis discredited a'nd ! dis-
torted show would make the people
shudder at socialist economy.

That t,he public sector is nothing
~ but a political wing of the big bour-

geoisie, that the state power is firmly
concentrated in their hands, with
the landlords as the junior partners,
becomes obvious if one reads the
Monopoly Commission's report head-
ed by Mr P. C. Mahala-nobis. Be-
tween 1947 and 1964 the paid-up

_ capital of the joint stock companies
, increased from Rs 480 crores, to 1,400

crores; even in 1960 five big capital-
ist families, Tata Birla, Mafatlal,
'Valchand and Mahindra, controlled
539 companies, and 10 leading fami_

~ lies in 1958 used to have Rs.' 1,600



* Source: Third Five Year Plan.
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"Inherent Cracks"
But things are not so simple as

they seem, the Marxists caution. The
spectre of class struggle may be suffi.
cient to compress the big bourgeoisie
into a 'Coherent class but not enough
to conceal their inherent cracks.
There a.re contradictions -at every
step. First, there is the contradiction
between an individual 'monopolist
and the group guiding the Govern.
ment:. As pauperisation unites the
'have-nots' property divides the 'haves'
so that even within the chambers of
commerce the members look at each
other with suspicion despite repeat-
ed assertions of- "solidarity". So
whenever the bureau of the big bour-
geoisie is forced to keep certain vital
industries under its collective control
in tlhe name \O~ the'pulJlic 5ector,
that puts all the constituent members
under very uneasy strain, each fear-
ing that the other will get the upper ~
hand in the ,I melee, ~ndangering
permanently their future, specially
when they are sure that this show is
n-ansitory while the rule of the big
fish swallowing the small ones is an
eternal truth of capitalist economy.
The second contradiction is between
the native big bourgeoisie and their
foreign masters. No doubt the "sub.
sidiary alliance" is certainly for sur.
vival, but in fixing the degree of ser.
vility there are always differences.
While from this side there is an
ambitious preference for the British
type of refined inter-dependence, from
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Our dependence has become so bad
that even today our whole Plan is
drafted, not keeping in view the
needs, either present or future, of the
country, but the designs of others who
are supposed 'to give us -"aid" and
our draft Plans always lead to foreign
tours to finalise the pattern of in-
vestment, i.e. fixing the proportion of
light and heavy industries etc. With
the Fourth Plan we have faced a
climax-owe are 'having a "plan holi.
day" because we did not get the green
signal from "outside". The Indian
Republic now is no more than a pri-
vate limited company like the ICI
(India) whose immediate manage.
ment is the chamber of commerce
while the real shareholders are across
the ocean, exercising remote control.

"
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refinery at Barauni, each public sec·
tor industry has come to this coun-
try as a gift, not as a starting point
of technological independence as
was the case even in the era of evo-
pution of a capitalist economy in
Japan at the beginning of this cen·
tury. Bhilai was the first steel fac-
tory in the public sector built by
Russia, Bokaro will be the fourth
one, also by Russia, but the contri.
bution of indigenous ingredients and
talent has not made any qualitative
headway and the coming up of the
fifth steel plant would depend again
on the availability of foreign help.
The same is the case with fertilisers.
Durgapur is the seventh fertiliser
plant coming under the State sector
but it would require Rs. 13 crores
foreigm exchange out of a total invest-
ment of Rs. 37 crores, i.e. in the
same proportion as was needed' for
the earlier units, while expert opi.
nion says that not more than Rs. 2.25
crores of foreign exdhange should be
needed for a same capacity plant at
present.

"
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Total
Iron & Steel
Machine Tools
Heavy Machinery
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Rourkela
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Total
R.ourkela
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Bhilai
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Total Investment Foreign Exchange
II Five Year Plan 47 crores 17.5 crores
Trombay 25 13 "
Gorakhpur 18 " 8 "
Nahal' Katiya 12.00 " 7.00 "
Neiveli 15.60 " 11.50 "
Barauni 35 " 18.40
Cochin 31.25 " 11.05

•
importing fertiliser equipment making
machines. This would produce the
equ'ipment first to make a factory.
employing more people at various
stages and using even less foreign
exchange but one will have to wait
[or eight years. Lastly and the
best way, would be to import only
those !machines I wihich 'wou Id firSit
produce the machine producing ma.
chines, i.e. multiply itself, which
would produce the fertiliser equip.
ment which would go to make the
factory and the factory would pro.
duce the fertiliser equivalent to the
additional food to be grown in the
field. For this one has to wait for
ten hard years, but the country will
have a completely self-generating
economy, giving ,large-scale, employ-
ment and using minimum foreign
exchange, and the food problem
would be solved once for all.

But twelve years (1956-68) after
the ushering of the Sewnd Five Year
Plan what has happened to this self.
generating economy? 'Whether it is
a steel factory at Durgapur or an oil
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the other side invariably there is de-
cisive insistence on the Saigon model.

,Though a farce, even this limping
public sector discomfits the foreign
financiers who often look at these
heavy industries as a potential threat
to their capital goods.

The third contradiction is between
the theory and practice of the public
sector. While it is still declared
from the house tops that it is an
exercise in social'-istic pat~,ern, in
practice it is designed ta feed and
strengthen the big bourgeoisie only.
This is aways dangerous, specially in
view of the extremely infectious na-
ture of socialist ideas. However
limited the "liability" and however
insignificant the authority, the un-
suppressable fact that such giant in-
du'strial concerns can grow and run
an the small savings of the people
gives them a sense of respectability
and confidence in their own means,
always feared by the bourgeoisie.
Moreover, the inherent contradictions
within the big bourgeoisie and the
inevitable lack of individual interest
·render these concerns less oppressive,
giving the working class breathing
time to consolidate itself for strug-
gle so that, paradoxically, in the
public sector there is more "labour
unrest". T.his again helps the pro-
pagation of socialist ideas.

The fourth contradiction and per-
haps the most important one is that

. between the public sector units built
with the help of socialist countries
and those by the capitalist countries.
The image of socialist construction
combined with the efficiency of the
industries made by socialist countries
in -India, the behaviour of their tech-
nical experts with the workers of
this coun try, the liberal business terms
and rate .of interest, their readiness
to take up heavy industries like
Bokaro left by the USA, all this has
constituted the biggest check on
complete surrender by the Indian
bourgeoisie, providing them with bar-
gaining power against the West and
by creating public opinion against
such surrender.

No wander India "sends Telco
trucks to South Vietnam, sugar to
the USA at the cost of Cuba and so
on and so forth; nevertheless she
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has always kept good relations with
the socialist countries. India may be
doubly obliged 'but the two sides are
at loggerheads with each other pre-
venting complete surrender to either
side, because even in this changed
context, among all the contradictions
the maximum one ~sstill that be-
tween the socialist and the capitalist
warld.

And it is here that the Maoists
thunder. If the ep.! logic is a re-
volting over-simplification and so bad,
the CPI (M) thesis is disgraceful de-
cejt and so even worse. The pilgrim_
age to Moscow means nothing be-
cause today Moscow comes only en
rou te to the \tV est of Air India In-
ternational. The Soviet Union and
all the East European countries (Al-
bania excepted) today co'nstitute the
revisionist world and cannot be taken
as a socialist force. What is more
the CPSU is no longer a communis~
party and the Soviet Union has only
become another imperialist country.
The \Soviet Union ,is also an ex-
ploiter. If Soviet participation tin
th.e State sector had contributed real-
ly to a self..generating economy,
after fifteen years we could have got
Bokaro simply out of Bhilai wi;th-
out spending a farthing of foreign
exchange, as was the case with China
whose production of steel today,
after starting from scrap-she had
na ]amshedpur before liberation-
is four times that in, India. So In-
dia is a neo-colonial country with
two masters, the USA and the USSR,
who are working in close collabora-
tion ta exploit the men and mate-
rials of this great sub-continent.

Strategy and Tactics
The controversy is even lnoore in-

teresti,ng in practice, in determining
the actual strategy and tactics of the
Indian revolution. The simple com-
munists or the CPI have carefully
put revolutionary means as an alter-
native in their pragramme, but even
a cursory glance at their conception
of National Democracy shows Ithat
they do not actually mean it. Some
of them will even argue that the
original ,conceptian of prole,tarian
~ictatorship may he adjusted to par-
lIamentary democracy which has be-
come an alternative path to a socialist

revolution. True, "defeudaIisation"
in France took the heads of kings
and many others in 1779. But later
the same process, with. the passing of
time, was more or less peaceful in
other European countries. Similarly,
the fight against the bourgeoisie can
proceed now, after fifty years
of the socialist revolution, with
less tears. If the unreasonable
kings could be made to abdic'ate
their thrones or reduce them-
selves to canstitutional figureheads,
why cannot the capitalists and land-
lords be made to reconcile them,
s~lves to their inevitable "wither-
ing away". through elections? Th€,'
police and the soldiers also come from
the peasantry, and so when peasants
yote the communists to power how
would the armed forces behave differ-
ently ? Conventions iand ~raditions
have their hold. Can anybody ima-
gine a military coup in England or
America? So in India, which is said
t.o abhor violence, if the democratic
tradition is allowed to take root, the
communists can come to power' in
the whole country. not only in a few
States, and fulfil their mandate, spe-,
cially when the bourgeoisie of the
country are still weak and comparell
to their counterparts in the West and
would never find at such a late hour'
a suitable cqlonial market to dampen
the heat of the class struggle. Mon,-
over in India prospects of the parlia-
men~ary way are even brighter
because of her proximity to the so-
cialist world; any military revolt,
unlike what happened in Spain in
1936, can be put down if necessary,
with the help of the fraternal social-
ist countries. Did not three small
States of Europe embrace socialism
through the parliamentar way, on
the eve of World War II? Of course,
this does not diminish the role of
mass struggle.

The stress on "People's Democracy"
shows that the cpr (M) at least
thinks that the road to socialism in
India is noisy. There is one funda_
mental difference between the de-
feudalisation of the eighteenth cen-
tury and the fight against the bour-
geoisie of the twentieth. ,In the for-
mer, one exploiting class replaced ano-
ther but here the system of exploita-
tion itself is supposed to end. The so-



ties, whether communist or Kuomin_
tang, were formed with arms, but in
India only on alms (subscription).
The people here are disarmed .while
the ruling class operates through the
military and police as a more or less
smooth, centralised power. Commu-
nication facilities are infinitely better
here than in China. There is hard-
ly any "remote villager,t which the
government machinery is unable to
reach with its full might within
twenty-four hours. Moreover, in the
pre-war China there was practically
no centralised industry, b)uti this !is
not the case here. India today looks
more like pre-revolution Russia in
the growth of the industrial prole-
tariat.

Isolation
In short if the Communist Party

wants to seek a seclusion of the Chin-
ese type in India today, a Chinese
type revolution would not occur. The
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est, and then developing a peoples'
army for an armed showdown .. In
the town area, the party should work
underground, concentrate only on
political propaganda, and recruit
cadres to be sent to villages. Armed
political bases are to be established
in villages to encircle the towns, the
concentrated points of reactionary
might. The revolutionary rings
would be gradually assertive around
the reactionary points leading to their

-ultimate elimination. Participation
in elections is decried so as to focus
attention on the harder path of arm-
ed struggle, to dispel illusions about
bourgeois democracy and also to keep
the organisation unexposed, which is
impossible in election campaigns.

Though this path is straightfor_
ward, easily understandable and
clear-cut, the Marxists reject it, point-
ing out its over-simplifying nature.
India 1969 is qualitatively different
from China 1929. In China the par-

cialist world is still in a minority ,in
the globe. It may be the position is
qualitatively different from the pre-
war era of capitalist encirclement,
but it is definitely far from socialist
encirclement of the non-socialist
world, not to speak of India. So the
particular situation on the eve of
World War II which led to the assi-
milation of the three Baltic States in
the Soviet Union does not operate in
India. Moreover, the drag of inertia
of exploitation is still today much
stronger than the dynamism created
by the motion of fifty, years of social-
ist construction.

"When forcible overthrow of the
'haves' is still the g,eneral line for the
emancipation of the 'have-nots', the
question is how that overthrow is to
be effected. The N axalites suggest
the Chinese way, i.e., concentrating in
the remote villages, preferably en-
circled by hills and forests where the
limits of administration are the weak-



Government has helped to create a
third communist party. So the N axa-
lites should perhaps be grateful to
the UF or the Marxists or at least
should not have much to quarrel
with them. On the progress of one
the publicity of the other depends.
Naxalbari is a force and even Chavan
is disturbed it the Marxists rule.
N axalbari is a mere curiosity if the
Congress comes. So if the Marxists
remain in the cities and villages for
general mobilization and for creating
a speci flcaHy progressive poli tical cli~
mate and the Naxalites go to the re-
mote parts of the country to concen- ••
trate on serious politicalisation and
selective militarisation, then there is

'no problem, as the two operating
among difIerent l~yers of people and
zolles would not physically meet each
other to quarrel. But there would'
be trou ble if the three communist
parties simultaneously start an 'agra-
rian revolution in the towns and
armed struggle in the same univer-
sity or institute or follow the easier
way of duplication of the conven- ~
tional politics of meetings, rallies and
slogans.

Apart from possibilities of mutual
adjustments in the communist move-
ment, which may come as a compul.
sion because of the sharp political
polarisation, the correctness of indi-
vidual lines can only be tested with
the coming events. If the bourgeoi-
sie still have the power to yield can.
cessions, the present show of limping'
democracy would continue, the
CPI (M) would come near to the
CPI in its actions. If the owning
class does not have the means it
would steadily start disintegrating
and the political crisis would deepen;
taking a fascist turn, with all the con-
sequences. The CPI would be caught
napping, the CPI (M) would have to
go underground, and the difference
with the N axalites would be lessened.
But if the cou n try is already in the
neo-colonial stage, then at any time at
one stroke the present balance would
go and then the CPI completely an
the major part of the CPI (M) woul
be eliminated and only the under
grormd Naxalites would surface t
direct the communist movement i
India.

Let us wait and watch.
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party would be isolated from the fissures of bourgeois society. The
people and t.he current. of polit.ical part.y that cannot force the bourgeoi-
life. Marxism never advocates abs- sie to abandon their deceptive demo-
tentionism. '!\Thy should we abstain? crat.ic veil will be far from ousting
"'\!\Thyshould we boycot.t elect.ions? them from power by inviting an open

Though there are major elements showdown.
of deception in bourgeois elections, So the main task of the communists
they are not a farce. Had the whole is neither to participate in elections
thing been a farce the bourgeoisie nor to abandon them but to mobi-
would not have fought it so serious- lise, politicise and militarise the
ly, spending crores of rupees through people. 'Any action contributing to
their agents. Even elections do po- this may be adopted.' The mid-term
larise the people, politically dividing election in Bihar taught the peopl~
them into two or more antagonistic armed mobilisation and exposed the
groups, generally the have-nots fav- ugly character of the owning class
ouring the left, the haves the right. much more than any Naxalbari.
That is why every victory of the left People have realised that they need
enhances the' 'people's movement, arms even to get a vote, that those
making the ruling class panicky. who profess most by non-violence can
Even N axalbari could become a reali- adopt the worst form of violence if
ty and a political force in India their interest is affected., The main
because the UF was in power. positive content. of Naxalite politics
There is a vast difference in is its stress on the villages, and if
physical strength between the 'haves' one, per cent of what is preached is
and the 'have-nots' of the country, dis- practised that would fill a long
couraging the latter from any large- standing gap in Indian politics. The
scale showdown with the former be- slogan "boycott elections" has also its
yond some economic bargaining. By progressive bearing if it does not aim

, victory in elections the working class only at discouraging the voters of the
cannot wrest power, it is true, but it CPI (M), thus paving the way for
can definitely weaken the grip of the Congress to win. This slogan,
the owning class, creating some addi- if used without malice and with pru-

'tional contradictions. \ The Congress dence, can very well engrave a big
party of 1969 is qualitatively ,differ- question mark in the people's mind
ent from that of 1947. And the weak- about the whole process and can
ening of the main pillar of reaction- show them that the owning class
ary politics in India through four would never abandon its vested eco-
elettions has definitely helped rev 0- nomic interests simply by losing in
lutionary po1i~ics, ;and this process elections, and if the progressive forces
of erosion must continue at least for remain unprepared India may very
some time. /' well turn into an Indonesia, sparing

It is true Lenin objected to the nobody.
participation in the Duma election Meditating III the forest-the
of 1905 in the midst of a nationwide Burmese way or dancing in the town
political strike and armed str-uggle. --Indonesian style could not save
But he criticised boycotting the either Thakin Th<!n Tun or D. N.
Duma election in 1908 and asked his Aidit from physical annihilation.
party to participate in elections even Though they are far from the work-
in February 1917, i.e. eight months ing class and peasants, the Marxists
before the October Revolution. and the Naxalites are fighting among

That means the ,<:ommunists sel- themselves in College Street. Is Eden
dom boycott election's. When the re- Hostel the starting point of the In-
volutionary situation comes it is the dian revolution? The two can very
bourgeoisie who abandon elections well supplement I each other, even
or at 1cast prevent the communists keeping their separate ,entities pro-
from participating. , This revolution- vided the gap between the professed
ary situation can only be created by line and practice, typical of the
aggressively participating in the va- middle class, is ?ridged. The first
rious political avenues available, by UF Government.1O West' Bengal
progressively widening the cracks and, created Naxalban; the second UF.. ' .32



37J

something imported from the moun-
tains of Chingkang.

But this is merely an outward
symptom, an impatient adventure
growing out of the failure on the
part of the most important revolu.
tionary groups in the country to study
and discover the specifi'c Indian.
characteristics. The present paper
lays no claim to having found them,
but merely presents a view for' the
consideration of those interested In
the Indian revolutionJ

Five Conditions
That Red political power can exist

in a liberated zone, and that such a
zone must necessarily be created for
protracted civil war, and that such a
zone is an inevitable feature of colo.
nial revolution, can no longer be dis-
puted. Bu t the five conditions listed
by Mao for the emergence and sur.
vival of such parallel Red power in
China must be carefully studied, and
differences with our country taken
note of, rather than-as a wag com-
mented recently-"passing off dung.
heaps in Sonarpur as mountain hide.
outs".

The first condition was China's
semi-colonial state and that she
was under indirect imperialist rule-
a condition fully satisfied in the In.
dian s~tuation today. But Mao goes
on to qualify this condition with re-
ference to "prolonged splits and wars
within the White regime" (See "Why
is it that Red Political Power Cart
Exist in China ?"). Chinese revolu.
tionaries took brilliant advantage of
these splits and wars. Now, even by
stretching sophistry to its limit, one
cannot find a parallel of the wars
among the Chinese warlords in this
country. The splits and miniature
coups of the Indian ruling classes
hold no promise yet that an uprising
will not immediately unite them.
The sinister unity at all levels from
Delhi to Calcutta in suppressing
Naxalbari and brutally murdering
Women and children proves that the
reactionaries also learn from experi.
ence, and the. Indian rulers today
need not behave as their Chinese
counterpilrts did in 1927.

Mao's second condition refers to
the strength of the bourgeois-demo_
cratic revolution in the areas where

in Indian style and Indian flavour.
[Of course this does not' mean the
gYlnnastics we had to watch recently,
when, in an effort to find an "Indian
Way", every principle of people's war
was sought to be abandoned on such
ridiculous pretexts as the extent of
railways in India and the numericfll
strength of workers here as compared
to China in 1927. On the other
hand, a large section of the genuine
revolutionaries today appear to be
infected with what can only be called
"yellow fever". Their speeches and
writings revolve in a groove of worn-
out phrases; their slogans are quota-
tions from Mao's works translated in
language that is fit only for the intel-
ligentsia; their propaganda among
peasants consists in allusions to Yenan
and "the Chairman" which the pea-
sants do not understand. These com-
rades, far from adopting an Indian
style, appear to be foisting a Chinese
style on the Indian working masses.
Their job, as revolutionary intelli-
gentsia, is to bring the thoughts of
Mao Tse-tung close to the Indian pro-
letariat. In effect, they are alienating
them. The present author had the
experience once of being pulled up
by a British comrade; after listening
to my tirade for half an hour on
Mao's thoughts about to sweep the
Indian countryside, he remarked,
"That is very good, but the duty of
the Indian comrades is not to show
what a great leader Mao is; that the
Indian masses know already; what
you have to prove to them is how
Indian Mao is--that Mao is the best
of Indians-that Mao is an Indian
revolutionary." A glance at the walls
in our cities and a visit to any village
where some of the sincerest and best
revolutionary elements !;are !workitng
will convince anyone that we are fail.
ing in this task. Far frQm discovering
"fresh and lovely" images of "Indian
flavour" to clothe our ideas in, we,
are presenting what is most natural
and indigenous to our people as

RAFiQUL ISLAM

'The C'erieral I~ine In Colonial
Revolution
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MAO Tse-tung's leadership over
the revolu tionary war now

being waged in Asia, Africa and
Latin America has been firmly estab-
lished through the experiences of the

-people themselves. The general prin-
ciples of the Chinese path to revolu-
tion have been found to apply equally
to all colonial countries and any at-
tempt to evade them has inevitably
led the revolutionaries to defeat or to
capitulation.

But that does not mean that all
colonial revolutions must be carbon
copies of the Chinese revolution,
Marxism doe5 not permit this kind
of ritual. As Mao himself said:

" , . ,how to turn Marxism into
something specifically Chinese, to
imbue every manifestation of it
with Chinese characteristics i.e. to
apply it in accordance with China's
characteristics, becomes a problem
which the whole Party must under.
stand and solve immediately ... for
the fresh and lovely. things of
Chinese stvle and Chinese flavour
which the' common folk of China
love to see and hear." ('The Role
of the Chinese Communist Party in
the National War').
Similarly the Indian revolutionary

must of necessity "imbue every mani.
festation" with Indian characteristics,
and clothe the theory of revolution
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Red power rose, the. formation of
trade unions and peasant associations
"on a wide scale" prior to armed up-
rising. This lis, an aspect almost
entirely rejected by several groups,
and notably, the CPI (ML) . Their
resolutions refer to "guerilla warfare"
as the "only" form of struggle.

[ They attribute it to Lin Piao,
who had merely used the expression
in the military sense, describing
guerilla warfare as the only method
of mobilizing the masses when~the
peoPle's army is already in action.]
They have repeatedly declared
through their organs that they con-
sider the economic struggle of the
peasantry to be a "revisionist" diver-
sion of revolutionary energy; current-
ly they are dubbing trade unions part
of the capitalist establishment. But
Mao Tse-tung never said that armed
struggle is the "only" form of strug-

.• gle. He said:
"Our Party was able to co-ordi-

nate directly or indirectly the arm-
ed struggle, the princiPal form of
struggle, with many other necessary
forms of struggle ... the struggle of
the workers, the struggle of the
peasants (this is the main thing),
the struggles of the youth, the
women and all other sections of the
people, the struggle for political
power, the struggle on the econo-
mic front, the struggle on the es-
pionage front, the struggle on the
ideological front, and other forms
of struggle."

(IntrQductory Rem-arks to the
'Communist'. Italics ours.)

Thus, Mao Tse-tung has been sur-
reptitiously revised; the word "prin-
cipal''' has been removed and the
word "only'" slipped in; and this
has been done in order to justify the
total rejection of work on all other
fronts, the virtual withdrawal of our
comrades from mass organisations,
and the disastrous tendency, care-
fully cultivated, of "starting action"
somewhere, somehow, even though
no preliminary work has been done
there to turn the "action" into a
struggle for building a base area.
The precondition for Red political
power in any area is "peasant asso-
ciation" etc, according to Mao. By
rejecting all frontal work, our com;
rades here have openly announced

FRONTIER

that they do not want the so-called
"actions" to lead to Red political
power. Or they are trying to tell us
that Mao Tse-tung is wnmg and that
they have discovered a new method
of jumping over frontal work straight
at armed struggle and Red power!

While Mao's' third condition-the
development of nationwide revolu-
tionary situation-obtains even more
acutely today in every country, the
fourth and fifth conditions are cons-
picuous by their absence in India:
the existence of a Red Army, and a
strong and correct Communist Party.
We have no Red Army yet, and we
have the beginnings of a Party that
has already begun to revise Mao.

But does this mean that Red poli-
tical power cannot be established in
-India? Certainly not. However, the
conditions for the rise of Indian
Yenans must be calculated from In-
dian conditions and the present
epoch. Herein is the first necessity
of looking for Indian characteristics,
the study of peculiarly Indian con-
tradictions.

Misquoting Mao
The CPI (ML) has once more solv-

ed this question by misquoting Mao ..
It has declared:

"In the present stage, the prin-
cipal contradiction in our country
is between feudalism and our
peasant masses. In this stage, the
Indian revolution is the new type
of democratic revolution-people's
democratic revolution.:." (Tran-
slated from Bengali.)
Two misrepresentations in one para-

graph! Never has Mao said that at
a stage when imperialism is indirect-
ly exploiting a country the principal
contradiction is between "feudalism
and the peasant masses". On the con-
trary, he explicitly states that at such
times the principal contradiction is
between "the masses" on the one
"hand" and "the alliance of imperial-
ism and the feudal classes'" on the
other. ("On Contradiction"). Lin
Piao also stresses "the Chines people"
as a whole, and probably never ima-
gined that anyone caIling himself a
revolutionary could distort this into
"peasant masses", (See "Long Live
the Victory of the People's War'~).
Mao's "masses" has become "peasant

masses" in our comrades' formula-
tion, and "the alliance of imperialism
and feudal classes" has become simply
"feudalism"! How they can talk
about a semi-colonial country and in
the same breath exclude all reference
to imperialism as an enemy is a
mystery.

Furthermore, it is gross distortion
of the thoughts of Mao to say that
"in the present stage ... in the stage
of people's democratic revolution",
the principal contradiction constantly
remains the same. Mao has pointed
out, how the imperialists will inevit-'
ably pass into direct aggression and
then the principal <COr1)tradictionof
the previous period will become non-
principal, and the contradiction bet-
ween imperialism and the entire peo-
ple will become principal. To
assert that the "feudalism-peasant
masses" contradiction will remain
principal right through the stage of
people's democratic revolution is to
deny <.that 'imperialism is bound to
pass into naked aggression when its
lackeys fail to suppress revolution.
Once more it appears our comrades
are trying to shield imperialism. from
the scrutiny of the people I

Why has it been necessary for them
to replace Mao's. "masses" with "pea-

, sant masses"? Naturally to exclude
all other classes from the struggle, to
deny the necessity of a democratic.
revolutionary front, wi,thout .·which,
according to Mao, there can be no
revolution. It is obvious to anyone
that the entire crisis in India springs
from the feudal system. It is obvious
that this system keeps about seventy
per cent of the people of India de-
prived of purchasing power, with the' .
result that industries retrench and
close down, the worker is thrown out
of employment, the student faces the
prospect of starvation and the com-
muter that of losing his job to-
morrow. It is ohvious that even the
smaller producers cannot market their
goods ,and the shopkeeper cannot .-.
sell his ware, as long as the vast ma-
jority of the people, the peasants,
do not buy. It is obvious therefore
that feudalism is the enemy 1l~)tonl y
of the peasants., but of all classes, and
therefore the broadest possible front -
can be built against this common
scourge. That is exactly what our
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tation, imperialism is still the enemy, ment whereby imperialism /ex-ploits
the hidden enemy behind the feudal India is the Central Gavernment, and
classes, but that during direct aggres- the retention at all costs of the fe-
sion by imperialism, deral structure is meant to serve the

"foireign !.imperialism and domes. interests of imperialism.. The armed
tic reaction stand quite openly at forces, with which a parallel Red
one end of the pole .... " power must at .once come into con-
Clear, one would think. The differ- flict, is under- the control of the

ence between the phases of indirect Centre, and even talk of secession
and direct aggression is not .one of can be punished by 15 years in pri-
absence .of imperialism from the prin. son. It is obviaus that the disinte-
cipal contradiction, but only as far gration of this ,federation will im-
as it is hidden and as far as it is mediately force the hidden imperialist
"standing .openly". inta the open, and we shall enter the

To the ML comrades of course all phase of national patriotic war against
this has no meaning. To· them the imperialism. The Communist Party
eqtire peopI:e's democratic ;revolu- .of China has repeatedly come aut
tion can be completed without any in support of the Naga and MilO
thought of 'imperialism. \ To rth~m peoples' struggle, in support of the
Lin Piao's clear instruction that any Kashmiri people's rights and even
country that wants revalution, free. the Telengana struggle. Our com- •
dom and peace must necessarily aim rades in Calcutta have merely repeat-
his spearhead at U.S. imperialism, is ed these declarations, but have scm-
nonsense. To them, the Chinese pulously refrained from applying the
Communist Party's repeated warn- lessons in the country at large. They
ings like the following are mere have nothing to say about the Pun-
phrases: "' jabi, or the Maharashtrian, or the

"Two outstanding facts since World Bengali peoples' rights. In fact, the
War II are ~t:hat the Jimperialists ML political resolution has not a
and the reactionaries are every- word to say about national rights and
where reinforcing their apparatus the role of communists in a people's
of violence for cruelly suppressing struggle for self-determination, in
the masses and that imperialism spite of the clear general line of colo-
headed by the United States is nial revolution.
conducting counter - revolutionary If the communists fail to seize the
armed intervention in all parts of leadership of these mov<::ments, the
the world." ("The Proletarian Re- fascists will. But the .leading theore-
volution and Khrushchev's Revi. tician of the CPI (ML) has declared
sionism") . in print that communists should not
The ML comrades are not interested lead movements for national self-

in such assessments of the role of the determination (Deshabrati Weekly,
imperialist "gendarmerie". They are May 30, 1968, p. 5). What has this
s?re there will be no direct aggres- in common with Mao's teaching that
SlOn, and, while there is only indirect "in the final analysis national struggle
exploitation, feudalism is the .only is class struggle" (See Peking Review,
enemy I No. 16 of 1968, p. 13)? What has

this in common with the general line
laid down by the Chinese party:

"History has entrusted to the pro.
letarian parties in these areas (i.e.
Asia, Africa ,and Latin America)
the glorious mission of holding
high the banner of struggle against
imperialism ... of standing in the
forefront of the national democra-
tic revolutionary movement. ...
It is of primary importance for
advanced members of the prole-
tariat to work in the rural areas,
help the peasants to get organized

Another Contradiction
But if we were aware of imperial-

ism as the real master behind the
feudals and the big bourgeoisie, we
would at once be conscious of an-
other major contradiction 'which is
peculiarly Indian-this is a multi_
national federation of States, and
the people's struggle. is increasingly

. assuming the form of asserting the
right of self-determination .•.of strug-
gle against the central power. It is
obvious that the principal instru-
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CP (ML) comrades have all along reo
jected~the necessity of building a
united fran Hence their abstruse,
negative slogans scribbled on city
walls: Agricultural revolution is the
way to liberty I Naturally therefore
the petty bourgeois of the city fails
to understand how the peasant's
struggle concerns him. Noone is
bothering to ,tell him that his i}bb
depends on the victory over feudal.
ism, that he should joint this strug.
gle not to help the peasant to a plat
of land, but for his own economic
survival.

Why have our comrades, twice in
one paragraph, tried to shield the role
of imperialism ~n the ~orced back-
wardness of India? Why are they
going to the length of revising Mao
to obliterate all references to "the
alliance between imperialism and the
feudal classes", when everyone knows
the sordid history of American fer.
tilizer.factories to strengthen the feu-
daIs in India? Everyone knows the
disgrace of a. Five Year Plan held up
at U.S. orders. Everyone is familiar
with the abolition of export duties
Qn iron, manganese and jute, for the
sake of American exploiters. Every-
one knows the economics of food
'shortage :so that the USA can sell
wheat to India. It is obvious that
the feudal economy in India is pri.
marily in U.S. interests so that she
remains a supplier of raw materials.
And therefore the principal contra-
diction, according to Mao, even
when imperialist exploitation is in-
direct, is -always between the people
on one side and "the alliance be-
tween imperialism and the feudal

"".classes" on the other, and. never abs-
traCt "feudalism".

Distortions of this nature are be-
'" ing peddled about because our com-

rades have not studied Mao's "On
Contradiction" with the attention it
requires. It is being frequently said
that only during direct aggres-
sion by imperialism (a phase totally
ignored by ML theoreticians) does
imperialism make its appearance at
one end of the contradiction; and.
that during indirect eXploitation it
is only feudalism that is the enemy ;
and this kind of mush .is passed ~Jf
as Mao's theory. Mao never said so.
He said, even during indirect exploi-
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the hopes and aspirations of an en-
tire people, and the people themselves
will become a bastion for the defence
of that zone. With~ut a people's
army the people have nothing, said
Mao. Such an army is not created
by so-called inoblle units "starting"
something somewhere; the glferilla
grows out of the people and is sus-
tained by the people, sheltered and
nurtured by them. The guerilla must
symbolize the highest aspirations of
the people, in order that the people
may rally round him. In short, the
guerilla, and finally the soldiers of
the people's army, must be the man
who defends not only the people's
home, land,. food, democracy, but
also their "national self-respect".

The struggle in Srikakulam fills us
with hopes that the party which is
leading it will sooner or la ter estab-
lish itself on the road to revolution'
which has been lit up by the thoughts
of Mao Tse-tung. But their activi-
ties and quixotic tilts at Mao in this
part of the country stand in sharp
contrast to the war cry of the guerillas
of Andhra.

EASTER~ RAILWAY

Nature sends hermessage through
various agencies~the clear
blue sky, the white clouds, the
golden sunshine, the ripening corn,
the lush green meadows.
The gentle air brings the news-
the festive season has begun.

It is time to forget yesterday's
weariness and go out on a

,pleasure-packed holiday.
For those away from home,
it Is time to return.

We wish them all a happy
and comfortable journey.

FRONTIER

but have also sold the country's free-
dom to the imperialists. Class strug-
gle and patriotic struggle then merge
into one, under the hegemony of the
proletariat. It can then take the
road-a road already taken spon-
taneous1 y by the masses-of organiz-
ed destruction of the federal struc-
ture that serves the interests of im-
perialism. Only in this manner can
people's democratic revolution be the
continuation of the long freedom
struggle against British tyranny; only
in this manner can the present revo-
lutionary fighter claim succession to
the great fighters and martyrs of the
past; only in this manner is it pos-
sible to release a mass upsurge of all
exploited classes in defence of
national interests. Only in this
manner can guarantees be created
for the emergence and survival
of Red power in liberated zones
in India. Armed struggle must be

-the spearhead of a vast movement
of the masses, led by the working
class, for people's democracy as well
as national independence. Only in
this manner can the liberated terri-
tory in India become the symbol of

and raise their class consciousness
and their national self-respect and
self-confidence.

(General Line of the Interna-
tional Communist Movement,
CC, CPC, 1963. Italics added.)

But of course, if imperialism does
not even exist in our assessment of
the whole period of democratic revo-
lution, naturally China's lead will fall
on deaf ears and the ML Party can
set itself up against Mao Tse-tung.

But if at the present stage we re-
cognize "the alliance of imperialism
and the feudal classes" as the enemy,
and if we are sure that direct a~gres-
sion by imperialism is inevitable in
the near future, a little more humi-
lity 'Will assert itself, and we shall
not have the audacity to reject out-
right the experiences of the Com-
munist Party of China. Vie shall
then see that the feudals in the In-
dian countryside. can be exposed be-
fore the peasants not only as class
enemies, but also as national ene-
mies; not only as exploiters, but also
as traitors. All classes then will rally
against the reactionaries, who are
not only impoverishing the masses,

·10
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not the point, though we should not
decieve ourselves with such expressions
as 'Father of the Natian'. We should
more clearly realise the role of Gan-
dhiji in the political development of
India. More than any other man he
was the shaping spirit during the
most eventful years (1920-1945). But
the father had his father, whoever he
be, Gokhale, the liberal coaperator
and constructive worker, or Tilak,
tb.e nationalist leader and redoutable
fighter against foreign rule-not to
take into consideration the forefathers
of the political clan like Surendra
Nath Banerjea of the Making of a
Nation or the Swadeshi leaders of
more militant outlook or the non~
political nation-builders like Viveka-
nanda and Rabindranath Tagore.
The point is Indian political life was
in several respects well started, though
it was slow moving before Gandhiji
actually stepped into the arena and
took up the leadership. The birth
of the Indian National Congress
(1885) is certainly the important
landmark, though there had been a
distinc.t growth of political activity
since the foundation of the "Bengal
British India Society" in April, 1843.
The founding fathers of the Congress
desired nothing more than "greater
association of Indians in the adminis~
tration of India" (a larger share in
the ICS etc.), and 'their technique
was 'agitation', virtually one of
prayer, petition and deputation. The'
Swacleshi Mavement (1905) marked
a departure. It meant the rise of.
nationalist challenge. But 'it was con-
fined to Bengal, and the rest of In~
dia rejected it at Surat (1907). The
secret revolutionary movements that
followed were limited to even mpre
small sections of Hindu bhadralog
youth. So, when Gandhiji threw
himself into the movement, in the
wake of the Rowlatt Act agitation
and on the eve of the spontaneous'

'popular outbreaks in the Punjab
(1919), the Congress was the only or~
ganisation of national prestige; and
yet the Congress had, so to say, no
organisational basis; na regular mem-
bership, and its leadership was con-
fined to what has been aptly called
'aristocracy and barristocracy'. It was
a 3 or 4~day annual gathering with-
out any programme or activity the

years, and these are Gandhiji as the
Father of the Nation in the imme-
diate context of Indian life, and
Gandhiji as the 'apostle of ahimsa'
or non-violence in the wider context
of history. Needless to repeat that
the two are inter-connected and can-
not be studied in complete isolation
from the deeper problem of his per-
sonality which we have referred to
above. Yet the web of public affairs
and history has its own existence
and its own story to tell, and it need
not allow itself to be lost in unravel~
ling the personal questions, for exam-
ple, to mention only two, Gandhi the
man of hearty laugh and unfailing
humour; and Gandhi the fetish-wor-
shipper, i.e. of the cults of the char-
kha and brahmacharya. Certainly,
such aspects are less relevant to his~
tory or human destiny as far as we
see them.

There is an element of unconscious
irony in the title 'Father of the Na-
tion'. Is there any such nation of
which Gandhiji can be called the
father? The pre-I947 ideal of the
Indian nation was destroyed by Mr
Jinnah, and the 'two-nation' theory
negated a century of Indian struggle
for nationhood. The 'Father of the
Nation' was no partner in that vivi-
section. 'India that is Bharat' was
fathered not by Gandhiji but by his
fellow workers who disowned him.
He was already relegated to the past,
and our cammunal blood~bath made
a mockery of his mission. The loud
declaration of reverence for the
'Father of the Nation' is probably an
Oedipik .repentance, and more a
ritual at that than real. The ghost
.of a nation that we have since 1947
is yet of uncertain shape and charac-
ter. It keeps on dividing itself and
the leadership is far from realizing
that· the Indian nation has to grow
on the basis of 'unity in diversity',
and that mahajati can possibly come
into existence when the exploiting
classes and interests lose their domi~
nation.

For our present purpose that is

GOPAL HALDAR
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'Father Of The Nation'
~J.1l

'FATHER of the Nation', that is
how we Indians by general

consent refer to Mohandas Karam~
chand Gandhi (October 2, 1869-
January 30, 1948), the centenary <:>f
whose birth !s bei ng :obsel~ved )thlS
year throughout India as well as in
other parts of the world. Mahatma
Gandhi as an 'apostle of ahimsa' or
non-violence was a world figure even
in his life time and is even so now,
more than twenty years after his
death, ta a large section of serious~
minded men and women all over the
world.

No man can probably be summed
up easily; much less a man <;>fS?
unique a nature and of so multlfan-
ous activities as Gandhi. Paradoxi-
cally no doubt he is a study in sim-
plicity; his life and thaught were
almost joined in organic unity, and
his ideas and practices appeared to
form all one pi~ce; in each phase
they were rooted in what he conceiv~
ed to be Truth and God. But that
very conception or faith required to
be affirmed and reaffirmed by Gan-
dhiji through what he called his 'ex-

. periments with truth'. He never
shirked them; on the contrary, he was
unnecessarily keen to seek occasions
and situations for such experiments.
And the very process made that life
fuller and existence variegated, and
his personality in spite of all its
purity and integrity, a complex and
undefinable phenomenon. The reality
of the twentieth century, as he lived
actively through the first half of it,
'like a dome of many-coloured glass
stained the white. radiance' of that
eternal Truth of his conception, and
his 'inner voice' spoke sometimes in
incomprehensible accents. It will not
be an easy story to tell in these days
and naturally it will be approached
from many directions to reveal the
different facets of his life. But all
facets are not equally important and
some should better be forgotten as
time is already helping us to do so.
In the main, two significant aspects
appear to be emerging through the
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to Gandhiji, who was against the
machine age; but he was ready to
suffer its development under nation-
al capital. Neither was the national
capital prepared to take big risks,
much as it demanded scope for de·
velopment. Yet the historical forces,
since 1918, were too big to be crush-
ed either by the imperialists or toa
uninitiated to be 'disciplined' to his
satisfaction by Gandhiji.

For in spite of his own very effi-
cient businesslike habits and me-
thods of work--Jhe was 'a better'
"European" in many respects than
Nehru-Gandhiji's ideolagy was a
hatch-patch so far as historical evo·
lution is concerned. He was in
many ~rucial respects a traditional-
ist (Sanatanist), and in some .athers
a refarmer at best. He was tied
firmly ta the past, and was eager to
reform the present in order to make
of the future as idealized past (.of
non-machines, of a simple, decen •.
tralised economy). iHe was the
man in India, like Tolstoy in Russia,
wha knew the Indian peasants; but ,
he was not the man to release them
from their feudal shackles and lead
them forward to an age of tractor and
scientific agriculture. He had built
up the best organised labour union
of his time in Ahmedabad but he
would never throw them into the
socia-political struggles he led. More
than anybody a robust believer in
the good sense of man, his very belief
would direct him to prevent men
fram playing their historical role and
he turned their discon'tent into re-
forming channels.

So it was that though the Congress
under him was turned into a fighting
organ he would never allow it to go
in for revalutionary upheavals. In-
surrection was not on its carq; even
seizure .of power was not thought of,
as it was a negation of the spirit of
satyagraha. He threw the masses in-
to struggles, but only in that spirit,
and halted them repeatedly' (in 1922,
1931.33) as they appeared to go out
of his control. The only time the
people had their way was in August
1942, when he was out of their reach
and imprisone9. in the Aga Khan
Palace. The spontaneous revolt met
its inevitable fate, at least for the
time being.
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ture with a central .office, with its
branches throughout the length and
breadth of India, with branch offices
and cadres and functionaries, a body
of paid whole. time workers to push
its programme amang the peaple.
Thirdly, far the first time the Con.
gress had really a programme of ac-

'tion to work out. It shed its passi-
vity and developed its active charac.
ter on the idealogical basis of what
Tagore might call atma.sakti or na·
tianal self-reliance. The programme
was one .of direct action, of struggle,
of preparation for struggle, and of
wholesome constructive wark like
Hindu-Muslim unity (later, removal
of untouchability as well), socio-
economic improvement of the pea.
santry - and the poor on the basis or
the revival of the old village indus.
tries, (Incidentally, the 'constructive
programme' of Gandhi ji was the
nearest approach to what Tagore had
pleaded for in his "Swadeshi Samaj"
of 1907. Tagore's Swadeshi Samaj
would have possibly led to a "State
within the State" while Gandhiji
probably visualized 'States within the
States' with decentralised economy
plus struggle against the dominating
foreign State).

Any way, since 1918 (if not No-
vember 1917), the world had entered
a new period of history, and a na-
tional democratic revolution appear.
ed to be in the offing in India. The
colonial bourgeoisie apparently also
got (by 1920) their awn organisa.
tion for national revolution, and
their awn leader too. The anomalies,
hawever, are too patent to analyse
here. In the peculiar conditions of
India, a typical bourgeois ideology
and a typical bourgeois leadership,
which 'could satisfy th~ canons of
classical bourgeois reYo~u Gion, ,were
out of the question. Everything was
a hatch-patch. National bourgeois
development, if it was seriously de.
sired, could be ensured with liqui-
dation of the feudal and semi-feudal
conditions and creation of at least
peasant proprietorship and ~velop-
ment of I modern 'industries. The
former was neither seriously desired
by Gandhiji nor by :the colonial
'bourgeoisie, who were closely linked
with the feudal forces. Industriali.
sation was theoretically 'unwelcome
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Transformation
To count briefly the main points

of this change: First, the Con-
gress was transformed into a national
democratic organisation broad.based
on the masses, opening its doors wide
with a anlll,lal 4-anna membership.
This was' a change of revolutionary
potentiality, and showed the unmis-
takable faith \Gandhiji had in the
masses. Secondly, it was given a de.
finite organisational shape and strue·

year round, except that of prayer and
petition. The people were left alone,
at best counted as passive supporters
of the ideals, aspirations and endea-
vours of the microscopic minority.

Gandhiji appeared in India with a
rich experience of direct action, pas-
sive resistance and popular move-
ments; means and methods which
were quite foreign to the Tndian N a-
tional Congress so far. He had un-
limited faith in ,the good sense of
man, and he relied on the people in
all his fights, in South Africa, Khaira
and Champaran. As the imperialist
crisis deepened, the imperialist war
(1914-1918) unleashed new historical
forces even in India, and with its
wartime oppression and exploitation
lashed the Indian peasants (as in the
Punjab) and the common man into
spontaneous p'rotests and revolts. In
that widening field of national strug.
gle for Swaraj (1919-20), Gandhiji
saw the field of destiny, and in the
rising tide .of the Indian movement,
after the Punjab atrocities, he felt
that the hour of destiny had come for
his ideals to be put into practice and
he was also sure that with his faith
and caurage and his weapon of non·
violent action, ahimsa and satyagraha,
he was India's man of destiny. Like
every shrewd political leader he took
advantage .of the very laaseness .of the
Congress arganisatian to "capture" it
by bringing in the masses .of dele.
gates to swamp that body at Calcutta
and Nagpur (1920) and carried
through his programme of nan-vialent
nan.coapetation. The Congress, he

,was quick to see, must became equal
to the new task as an organisation.
A new constitution was provided and
a near.,Tevolutionary orientation
given (1920-21) ta the .old Christmas
show of :the leisurely politicians.

•
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dictated by the abjectives af plan-
ning. ,

One wishes that the measure had.
been taken under better auspices.
Considering the haste with which it
was dane and the circumstances
that surrounded the promulgatian af
the Ordinance ane wauld surely pan-
der if the mativatian was at all eca-
namic. The Draft Faurth Five Year
Plan (1969-70) which is still under
cansideratian af the public has a
paragraph supparting the palicy of
sacial control as an instrument which>
"is expected to. help pragress in the
directian af sacia-ecanamic dema_
cracy" (p. 25). It is certainly 'add
that the Prime Minister who., as
Chairman af the Planning Cammis.
sian, gave her blessings to. the palicy'
anly two ar three manths ago., is naw \
so. canvinced af the failure af sacial
cantrol .that she thaught it praper to.
intraduce the nationalizatian measure
by an Ordinance! It is true that
mativatian behind a measure shauld'
nat he a matter af concern, so. lang as
the measure itself is apprapriate an
ecanamic graunds. Yet, the manner.
and pracedure af natianalizatian daes
seem to. be relevan t to. the questian
as to. whether it is suggestive af a
change in the trend af ecanamic
thinking af the Gavernment tawards
sacialist planning which it accepted
fifteen years ago.. It is because ane
may daubt that it is that ane must
remind aneself that bank natianali.
zatian by itself is nat a revalutianary I
step.

Let us see what we have gat. Faur-
teen majar banks have been natian-
alized, carrying a tatal depasit af the
arder af Rs 2,740 crares abd paid
up capital af the arder af Rs 28.5
crores. Whereas the paid up capital
used to. be compased af shares awned
by private individuals, naw the shares
will be baught up by the Gavern_
men t. The sharehalders have to. be
campen sated, because the Canstitu_
tian guarantees campensatian. Apart
fram the compulsian af the Cansti_
tutian, there is a further argument
that in a scheme af sectaral natian-
alization straightfarward confiscatian
is an act af discriminatiall against a
particular class of praperty awners
far which there could nat be any
ratianal sanctian. Now, ance com-

\

A. K. DAS GUPTA

Objective Rote On Bank NationalizationWhat was then Gandhiji's pasItIve
rale? Laaked at from a typical class
paint af view, he was abjectively the
leader af the Indian capitalist class
(in spite af his idealagy), af its na- NATIONALIZATION of the ma-
tianal sectian which came into. its awn l jar banks af the cauntry has
with his service (but withaut" his '-been a step ~n the right directian.
idealagy) and withaut the risk af a It is an impartant step also.. But it
demacratic revalutian-withaut the is certainly nat a revalutianary step.
natianal demacratic farces getting The banking system af any country
their share in the transfarmatian. But needs contral. But the kind of con-
that is not the Wlhale stary and a trol that a liberal ecanamy wauld
mechanical applicatian af class views permit is af a general character de-
is mere stupidity. III the peculiar signed to. check averall credit infla-
canditians af India, Gandhiji was tian ar deflatian. A planned ecanamy
the best passible leader that India needs control nat anly aver the ag-
had. His leadership af the masses gregate valume af credit but also
(nat far revalutian thaugh), his lite- aver its allacatian and hence aver
lang elfarts far cammunal peace and the interest rate structure, so. that it
far the uplift af the suppressed may canfarm to. the strategy and
classes, his braad humanism (which pattern af planning. Nat that the
shauld nat be equated with 'baurgeais Reserve Bank af India has nat fram

. humanism'), his message af fearless- time to time in traduced measures in
ness and caurage (ane af the 'five these directians. Selective credit can-
-pillars' af his satyagraha) , and even trol is a case in paint. . Yet given the
his simple ideal af life (in a land af mativatian af private bankers and
starving millians) and effarts at faund- given their trad!tianal assaciatian
ing saciallife an ethical values (haw- with big industries, these central bank
ever puerile in its externalities) and measures praved to. be inadequate.
even his theary and practice af Same af us indeed felt, since at least
ahimsaJ in layalty to. which he resist- the Second Five Year Plan which
ed mass upsurges and revalutian_ adapted the concept af a sacialist
are paints to. remember, and practise pattel1ll af saciety, that na-tianaliza-
with a sense af reality, even as it is tian af the Imperial Bank was nat
Illecessary to. farget his many 'fads', enaugh and that a mare comprehen-
his needless concern far same exter- sive measure af natianalizatian was
nalities af canduct (lain clath, the called far. There were indeed spara-
sikha, the. experiments in brahma- die demands far natianalizatian
charya) and, in particular, his dis_ af the banking system as a whale.
trust af science and civilizatian. The institutian af sacial cantral was

Lastly, haw to. evaluate his fanati- a reply to. these demands. Sacial con-
cism far ahimsa ar nan-vialence? tral, hawever, wis no. substitute far
Even at the risk af being misunder_ natianalizatian, and the aperatian af
staad, it may be stated that, if fan a- the pal icy af sacial cantral during,ticism far anything is excusable it is the last ane year ar so. has proved
that for ahimsa. Gandhiji was 'fan a- that there is nathing that it carried
tic' in the sense that he desired to. which was autside the purview af the
have results fram ahimsa immediate_ Reserve Bank af India. The Natianal
ly and in all conditians. Ahimsa is Credit Cauncil was destined to. be a
undaubtedly a farce; vialence is nat failure. It was idle to. expect the
the anly farce that decides issues. custadian af sharehalders to. willingly

.• accept a sacial palicy which ran
For FRONTIER contact counter to. the interest af thase far
Shri PABITRA KUMAR DEKA, wham he staad. One shauld have
Assam Tribune, knawn that the entire mativation had
Gauhati-3 to. be changed if investment palicies

were to. be directed tawards the ful-
Assam. filment af a sacial purpose, such as, is
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pensation is allowed, to what extent
the Government will gain or lose in
terms of mobilization of resources
will depend upon the price at which
shares will be bought, and that will
depend upon how far !the Govern-
ment will go towards showing "jus-
tice'" to shareholders. At the mo-
ment the rates of dividend offered by
the banks that have been nationalized
range between 7.5 per cent and 22
per cent-the "big five", with a paid
up capital of Rs 16 crores, yielding
on the average more than 18 per
cent. 1£ the compensation is based
on these high dividends, much of the
ground fo - nationalization. will be
lost. 1£ the Government is to make
profit out of the nationalized banks,
·the net return on investment must
be high enough to more than cover
the interest on the amount paid out
as compensation.

Investment Policy
This leads us to investment policy,

which is the crux of the entire prob-
lem of nationalization. The raison
d'etre of bank nationalization indeed
is that it opens up possibilities of al-
location of ·finances more in confor-
mity with the objectives of planning
than would be expected from a pri-
vate banking system. The tie-up of
big business with the banking system
is ruptured and finance is made free
to move over to smaller industries
and smaller farmers, It is not that
nationalized banks should be indif.
ferent to profit. They cannot afford
to be so. W'e have already seen that
the net return on investment must be
enough to more than cover the in-
terest on the paid up capital of these
ba<nks purchased by the Government.
The net return on investment, on the
other hand, is the return after allow-
ance is made for interest on deposits
and the cost of administration. These
set a kind of constraint on the lines
of investment, and it will be a disas-
ter if the nationalized banks are al-.
lowed to overstep these constraints.
If we advocate, the policy of bank na-
tionalization, it is because we believe
that within a framework of "normal
profit" it is possible to evolve an in-
vestment \Scheme which would serve

, the purposes of economic planning
more effectively than a private bank-
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ing system, wJth an altogether dif-
ferent motivation, would be expected
to serve. The old inhibition con-
cerning the loan ,rates would now be
removed, and nationalised banks
would be free to pursue a policy of
higher loan rates and lower deposit
rates, with discrimination, if neces-
sary, in favour of the small client, be
he a depositor or a borrower. Such
discrimination :is not unknown in
banking practice and could be j'usti-
tied on economic grounds. Let it be
noted that such discrimination may
add to the volume of deposits and
also the range and total of investment.
Marginal depositors are attracted to.
wards banks by higher rates, but there
are certainly big depositors who
would bank even if the rates of in-
terest were low for them. Similarly
while big industry will accept a high
rate, so long as it does not come up
to the level of that prevailing outside
financial institutions, small firms and
small industry would perhaps need a
more favourable treatment if they are
to be brought within the fold of the
banking system, given the usual res·
trictions on the nature of securities
attached to loans.

Could such decisions concerning
the pattern of investment be left to
the old management, or should we
have a different kind of manage-
ment to direct the operations of the
nationalized banks? This is an im-
portant question on which we have
seen different plans since nationali.
zation was announced. We started
with the device of an Apex Body and
have ultimately come down to a de-
centralised system with Advisory
Boards attached to each unit consist-
ing of representatives of depositors,
farmers. small industries, employees
etc.

There are two things involved in
this question-operations as such and
direction of policy. The creation of
an Apex Body was a misconception;
it would be useless if it were not a
nuisance, So far as general policy
ditection is concerned, the Reserve
Bank of India can continue to have
its usual role. If we need an Advi.
sory Board, it is not to dire~t policy
but merely to watch if policies for
which nationalization stands are effec.
tively implemented. Decentralization

of management is essential for the
efficient functioning of the banking
units, as indeed it is in, respect of any
pu blic sector organization in so far
as the units are economically divisi-
ble. It is also inevitable that the
members of the Advisory Board will
be rrominees of the Government. But
it seems odd that depositors should
be represen ted on these Boards. Who
are these depositors and whose in-
terests would they watch? Their own
interest is only safety, and that surely
is guaranteed by the Government
backing itself. It is not quite clear
either how the Government will no-
minate representatives of farmers or
small industries and how the repre.
sentatives of the employees will be
chosen. It looks as if the Advisory
Board, as contemplated by the Gov"
ernment, will be a hotchpotch to
answer whose demands the custodian
(as he 'is now called) will have to
spend more energy than he will have
for looking into the techni~al opera.
tions of the bank-which indeed
should be his main concern. The
custodian Of the nationalized banks
must be, as he is, a banker. One does
not see why the Advisory Boards
should be at all different from the
Board of Directors of the State Bank
of India, except for the fact that the
Government being the sole owner of
the banks, the members will be nomi-
nees of the government alone.

One must take lessons from our
previous 'expelVments in nat·'ionalj,.
zation and beware of transfering
crucial posts to civil servants, so far ,
as internal operations are concerned;
the personnel should remain the
same, including the custodian. It is
a good augury that the bank officers
have welcomed nationalizajion. It is
not wrong to expect that they will
adjust themselves to the changed si-
tuation and maintain the same
degree of efficiency, consistently with
the policies that the new situation
would involve.

There is, however, one aspect of
the matter which is somewhat alarm-
ing--the excessive enthusiasm which,
as newspaper reports go to show,
the general body of workers are exhi.
biting in support of nationalization.
Is it not possible that such enthu-
siasm is only a prelude to the workers'
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taok Urdu literary circles by starm.
The canference, held at Lucknaw,
was presided over by Munshi Prem
Chand. At that time it was gene-
rally assumed that the aim of the
canference was nathing beyand pra-
pagating cammunist ideals. But the
presidential address by Munshi Prem
Chand and certain banks written
later, such as Sajjad Zaheer's· Rosh.
nai and Ali Sardar Jafri's Taraqqi
Rasand Adab (Pragressive Litera-
ture), make it clear that the cantent
and purpase .of the conference was
much wider than simple prapagatian
of communism. Munshi Prem Chand
in his presidential address saught
ta give a new definitian .of literary
creatian. He maintained that "lite_
rature must be satisfying spiritually
as well as mentally. It must awa-
ken a sense .of beauty in the reader."

At the ifirst Progressive Writers'
Cnnference (1936) Maulana Hasrat
Mauhani, the famaus revalutianary
and a distinguished Urdu poet, insisted
that .only writers having a firm com-
mitment to sacialist ideals shauld be
enralled as members .of the Pragres-
sive '\t\Triters' Association. But he was
overruled by the majority who were
essentially Nehruites parading them-
selves as Marxists. Sajjad Zaheer
criticising Maulana Hasrat Mauhani
writes: "The aim .of the pragres.
sive movement· was ta appo e the
ideals and notions acting against
democracy and the cauntry. In our
view the progressive movement had
a plaCe not .only fnr those wha belie-
ved in socialism or communis!ll but
fnr thase writers alsa wha believed
in same ather ideals". Hence it is •
clear that what the progressive mave-
ment demanded fram the writer was
a £i-rm commitment to bourgeois
fr,eedam and demacracy. Ta sacia-
list ideals and ta the struggle of the
warking peaple against social injus-
tice, it .only paid lip service.

47

Urdu Literature : A Defence Of,
.',L'iterary Extremism'-

URDU literature has a lang
traditian .of politioally .oriented

writing. Mr Jafar Zatalli, a 17th
century poet, wrate pungent s,atires
against .oppressive Mughal institu-
tions. He did not even spare Aurang.
zeb, the EmperOr himself. He was
put ta dleath by Farrukh Siyar in
1712 far campnsing a cauplet ridicu-
ling his .oppressive acts. Fram the
time of Zatalli dawn ta 1875 many
a pae>t wratA lan;g narrative paems
criticising and attacking sncial com-
plicatians resulting from the policies
.of the successive emperars and their
nnbles. These paems are knawn as
Shahrashobs i.e., poerfis depicting
the sacia-ecanamic and palitical can-
ditians of 'the ~ge. Through th'ese
paems we came ta knnw the mise-
rable canditian .of the .oppressed
sectians of the people, such as cobb-
lers, barbers, petty shopkeepers, han.
dicraftsmen, saldiers. After the fail-
ure of the revalt .of 1857, the British
hanged and butchered thausands, .of
peaple in Delhi alane. These atro-
cities are described in a number of
Urdu pnems in mast tragic calaurs.

Towards the end .of the 19th cen-
tury Urdu literature became a vehicle
far the papularisatian .of the mnve-
ments far neligiaus and sacial re-
farm which included, an. the one
hand, the intensely anti-imperialist
and revivalist Wahabi mavement ,and
an the ather, the essentially moder-
nist mavement .of Sayyid Ahmad
Khan, which laaked up an the British
autharities fnr patronage. Hali land
Iqbal were the twa distinguished re-
presentatives .of this tr,aditian whase
writings left a deep mark an the
literary developments in Urdu during
the 19th and 20th centuries.

It is in the perspective .of such a
tpaditian that the rise .of the pragres~
sive writers' ma ement during the
thirties shauld be viewed. In 1936
the conference .of progressive writers
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demand for. higher salary and targer
amenities? The Governmen~ has to
move a bit cautiously in this matter,
lest the cost of administration of the
nationalized banks should not be too
high to sustain. A better alternative,
from the point of view of its effect
upon the psychology of workers,
would be rather to persuade the top
officials to get their salaries reduced
to the level of their counterparts in
the State Bank of India. Both the
top officials and the general body of
workers of the nationalized banks will
serve the cause of nationalization if
they combine to keep the cost of ad-
ministration 1.0 the minimum.

Let it be understood that bank
nationalization is not a panacea for
our economic evils. From the point
of view of mobilisation of resources
for planning, not much should be
expected; obligation to pay compen.
sation takes the edge out of any act of
nationalization in our country. De.
posits no doubt will be within the
dii'ect control of the Government, sa
that the pattern of investment may
now be al tered to suit the require.
ments of planning. But here again
the scope for 'Tnanoe~uvring is not
lik.ely to be very large; the banks'
have to see that their i nvestmen ts
yield normal return. It is also res-
tricted by the [act that there will
still be banks operating au tside the
nationalized domain. The present
act of nationalization is a mere con.
tinuation, not yet a consummation,
of the process that was initiated
about fifteen years ago by way of the
conversion of the then Imperial Bank
into the State Bank of India. 'IVe
have nat had nationalization of the
banking system as a whole. Foreign
banks are still to operate u ndisturb-
ed, and there are the smaller banks
ready to accommodate transfers.

Finally, "big business" remains,
and the personal link between it and
bankers also remains. How far, there.
fore, this piecemeal act of nationali_
zatian will succeed in overhauling the
direction of investment on socialist
lines one would have to wait tei see.
] t is too premature to be excited over
the prospects .of bank nationa1ization
in the form in which. it has been
done.



~

The Auckland Jute Co. ltd.

~

The Dalhousie Jute Co. Ltd.
The Kinnison Jute Mills Co. Ltd.
The Northbrook Jute Co. ltd.
The Union Jute Co. ltd.
Bird's Export Division.
OI1artered Bank Buildings. Calcutte-f

RESEA CH'
& DEVELOPMENT

GIVES
VERSATILE JUTE

I E
o ST

~ ~ f~:ni~~~~~~~Ju~:1~ is u.rnd
:~~ ~t~~~~~~

pipes, it adds rigidity in the making
of small boats; it is endlessly versatile.
The BIRD-HEILGERS a
GROUP is in the
forefront in winning
new markets for jute-
the vers~tile fibre-both hereand abroad.

Throughout the wide range of jute's
applications certain qtlalities stand out:

toughness, lightness,
~ resilience, economy •

. ~ That's why jute is
•..•...:.,'" '~'used for wrapping C!Qd

packaging, for providing tough
backing for carpets, for reinforcing
laminated boards.
But that's only part of the jute story.
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT,
key words in the modern
industrial world,
are leading to
exciting end uses
for the versatile fibre. Jute is now woven
as a fine fabric for the glamorous world,.

L
BC-a

\.

)



Such was the state of affairs during
1936-47, when in the name of an
anti-fascist united front the com-
munist movement in India was re-
duced to the level of a ginger group
of the Congress.

No Sense of Purpose
In short, it would not be an ex-

aggeration to say that the progressive
writers' movement in its formative
years did not have a sense of purpose

• or ideal. For the Urdu progressive
writers of the thirties and early for-
ties "revolution" and "social justice"
were simply catchwords which they
repeated parrotlike. No doubt dur-
ing this time progressive Urdu writers
through their poems, short stories,
novels and other pieces of literature
contributed to the stirring up of
feelings of patriotism and anti-impe-
rialism. But they failed miserably
to provide a new ideological basis to
Urdu literary tradition.

• The early progressive writers had
very romantif notions about revolu-
tion. Most of them were quite igno-
rant of the realities of the class con-
tradictions which pervaded the Indian
society under the cover of caste,
family and other parochialities. They
were hardly aware Of the magnitude
,and ruthlessness of feudal exploita-
tion. Neither can they be accused of
any acquaintance with Marxism or of
first-hand knowledge about the strug-
gle waged by the Indian working
people. The village of their concept
was some kind of rarefied paradise
where streams of milk and honey
flew, fruits and corn grew in abun-
dance and young people loved, sang
and danced. The hangover of these
notions can still be noticed in Hin-
dustani films. Many of them were
unconsciously adhering to certain
feudal notions bordering on inhu-
manity. For example, one would
'find the recurring theme of counter-
posing labour and beauty. Progres-
sive writers like Josh, Majaz and
Sahir sincerely belieVied that beauty
is something abstract and is only
meant for love. There were vtery
few pieces created during the pelriod
1936.1947 which really stirred emo-
tions against feudal and capitalist
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exploiters. The wri!~rs preacned
'universal love' and such other liberal
notions.
. Take Ali Sardar J afri. In
December", 1946 hie! completed a
poem entitled Jamhoor (People).
At this time the whole of India was
seething wHlI restlessness, a deep
sense of fru§tration was gnawing in
the heart and .mind of every Indian
and above ~1l the fires of armed
struggle were raging all over South-
East ASIa. But Ali Sardar Jafri,
considered the most militant progres-
sive writer in Urdu, ,a communist of
long standing, was singing hymns of
patriotism and universal love in the
vein of the Urdu poets of the early
1880's.' He writes in Jamhoor:
"India is more beautiful than para-
dise, its land produces gold, clouds
rain pearls and even wastelands look
like gardens, mountains are made of
precious stones and down the water-
falls flows molten silver". Further:
"We shall awaken the feelings of
love; we shall arrange the di[ihevel-
led· hair (of the damsel that is
India); the smoke will be trans.
formed into clouds from which the
stars will pour down like water
drops; We shall dress OUr children
in precious clothes; we shall cons.
truct a new stream which will bring
down milk from the Himalayas;
We shall c'over the heads of OUr be-
loveds with golden cloth adorned
with trappings of stars". This ro-
mantic typ~ of patriotism, this mys-
tique of universal love, this uncons.
cious craving for the feudal age, this
urge for restfulness was all that was
offered by the early progressive wri-
ters of Urdu to the people under the
garb of revolution.

After Partition
In 1947 the creation of Ind1a and

Pakistan brought untold miseries to
millions of people, a majority of
whom, Muslims as well as non-
Muslims, were brought up in the
literary tradition of Urdu. To them
freedom brought nothing but sorrow
and destruction. They were natural-
ly the lfirst to be disillusioned with
the bourgeois-landlord leadership and
their hypocritical ideology of patrio-

tism or commu,nal solidarity. It was
this which in the years immediately
following indeps:ndence made a large
number of educa,ted Urduspeak'ing
young men, Muslims as well as
Hindu and Sikh refugees, turn to-
wards the h-ft. Thd' militant and re-
volutionary posture adopted by the
CPI after 1948 struck sympathetic
chords in their hearts. It was pre.
cisely during this time that a genuine
revolutionary upsurge took place in
Urdu literature. A large number of
poems and short stories written by
progressive writers like Jazbi, Sardar
.Jafri, l{tishan Chandra, Bodi etc.
during 1948-5 I, despite a romantic
hangover of the earlier phase, were
essentially revolutionary in content.
But for the abandonment of the
revolutionary course by the CPI lea-
dership and the ideological somer.
saults by the leading progressive
Urdu writers, this intellectual ferment
would have brought rich divi •.
dents in due course. In short, not-
withstanding the often repeated cri-
<ticismof 'literalY extremism' of this
period by the reactionaries and! the
revisionists, some of the most signi-
ficant contributions t6 the Urdu
literary tradition, giving it a new
orientation, were made precisely
during this time.

Owing to the sudden shift in the
CPI policies in the early fifties and
the consequent demoralisation, and
the subsequent growth of Soviet
revisionism, the progressive move-
ment amongst the Urdu speaking
people oollapsed. like a hOUSeof
cards. The pe'ay-bourgeois ideolo-
gical predilections of the progres-
sive writers came to the' forefront
once again. By their behaviour they
demonstrated onCe again that the
starry-eyed petty-bourgeois N ehrui.
tes would always remain potential
renegades to the revolut~on. They
attributed their earlier militancy to
their ignorance and offered to apolo-
gise publicly fOr the 'wrongs' done by
them. But it is significant that their
antics were of no avail. They were
contemptuou~ly discarded by the peo-
pte. These worthies. now started
writing on such inspiring themes as
India's claim over Kashmir, Indo-
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Marxists On Freud,

LACK of unanimity characterises
the contributions of Marxists

on Freud and his school of psycho.
analysis. Of the leading theorists on
the subject, Leon Trotsky, Christo_
pher Caudwell, Dr Arnold Hauser,
Paul Baran and H. K. Wells, Caud.
welI should be regarded as an out.
standing contributor. His approach
to Freud is on a higher philosophical
level than that of the rest. Broadly,
he does not restrict himself to analys-
ing any particular aspect of Freud's _
theory, and, in evaluating the signi.
ficance of the psycho-analytical school,
unlike others, he strives to bring his

.profound knowledge of modern bour.
geois social sciences to bear on the
subject. '

While Paul Baran approaches
Freud only in so far as he has any
relevance to the understanding of tIfe
psyche of an individual living in an
era of monopoly capitalism, Dr
Arnold Hauser (Introduction to the
Philosophy of Art History) 1959) has
something interesting to say about
Freud only in connection with the
phenomenon of creation of art works.
T{otsky had to content himself with
pleading tolerance for Freud's views
(see Issac iDeutscher's The pro.Phet
Unarmed) 1959 and Trotsky Antho.
logy by George Novack), and H. K.
Wells (2nd volume.of his Pavlov and
Freud: Freud, a Pavlovian critique)
subjects Freud to a persuasively de-
vastating criticism with the aid of
Pavlovian concepts and ultimately
prepares an excellent brief for the re-
jection of Freud as totally unscienti.
fie.

Dr Hauser has some utility for
Freud and even finds certain elements
of dialectics in some of his basic con.
cepts. CaudwelI also recognises that
Freud's merits lay in his emphasis

,on the vital role that the unconscious
plays in human life and his discovery
of the !me~hod to probe into ;Iits
working.

But, unlike the other commenta.
tors, Caudwell calls into question

who write for the consumptio of the
official committees in the Soviet
Union a~ w~l1 as in India resp'1nsible
for distributing 1it<erary awards. :rhe
rise of a new generation of anarcho- .
revolutionary writers in Urdu litera-
ture should be regarded as a welcome
development from a revolutionary
poQint of view.

The Urdu speaking people are s'ee-
thing with discontent and, sinc¢
they have a loQngstanding progressive
tradition, they are easily receptive to
progressiVe ideas. During the last
three or fgur years they have again
tried to align themselves with the
progr'essive (the left) parties. But
they are still hesitating to do so fully
and finally. They still remember
that they have belen betrayed at
every crucial juncture. They re-
member that in 1964 Mr S. A.
Dange, Chairman of the Communist
Party, was gpenly echoQing some of
Mr S. M. Golwalkar's ideas. It was
such a sham'eless exercise that he
was condemned by his own party
man and polit-bureau member, Mr
Bhupesh Gupta. They were again
betrayed after the 1967 General
Elections wnen all the pledges made
toOthem were thrown into the waste-
paper basket ,and when they in-
sisted on their rights, the protection
Of which was pledged by 10,e demo-
cratic alliances, they were made vic-
tims of murd~r, arson and loot. It
was frustrating to see Mr Rajeshwar
Rao, General Secretary of the CPl,
justifying collaboratioQn of his party
with fascist Hindu forves in Bihar
and u.P. despite the Ranchi
incidents.

But Kera1a and' West Bengal are
creating a new hope among the peo-
ple. A new poQlitical awakening is
taking place. At this critical hour
it is the duty of the revolutionary
and progressive writers to impart a
sense of direction and socialist ideals
to them. Through their writings they
must kindle the fire of revolt against
imperialists, neo-imperialists, their
collaboQIators and communal-fascists.
They must also assure the people
that ,this is a fi~t ~o the fi:Uish.
THere would be no turning back.
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Soviet friendshir, HinCli-Cruni Bhai
Bhai (which they repented in 1962)
etc. Another popular prog~essive
.theme of this period was world peace
and opposition. to a third world war.

The djsilIusionment of the~Urdu
speaking intelligentsia with the op-
portunistic and anti-struggle orienta-
tion of the progressiVe writers move-
ment after 1953 resulted in the sharp
decline of progressive Urdu litera_
ture as such. For sev,eral years a
depr~ssing s~tuation prevailed. Many
r.evolutionaries of yesterday were at-
tracted: to classicism. Some of them
even turned revivalists. This was the
periOd when the styLe of the great
Urdu poet of !he 18th century, Mir
Taqi Mir, became very popular in
Urdu circles. So far as the politi-
cally co~mitted writers, especially
belonging to the right wing 0" the
CPI, were concerned, their attitude
was far more reactionary than apo-
litical. They propagated illusions
regarding the bourgeois-feudal regime
and presented an apologia for the
anti-people policies of the ruling..
class in the name of patriotism, pro-
gress and peace and friendship with
socialist countries.

The situation r,emained such till
1960. HoQwever, in the past eight
Or nine years new forms and trends
have emerged in Urdu literature
which are together taken as the
manifestations of 'modernity'. The
'moQdern' writers are more preoccupied
with the spiritual, psychological and

. sexual problems of an alienated in-
dividual. Their writings seem to
impart a senSe of contemptuous re-
jection of society, lack of ideals and
pessimism .• Sometimes alI theSe new
writers are described as reactioQnaries
and agents of the ruling class. This
would be a very sweeping judgment.
One must differenti,ate betWleen the
conscious reactionaries Or charlatans
and those who stand against the
established order and want to des-
troy it. Both these trends are clear-
ly discernible in this new movement.
The ,anarcho-revolutionaries of the
latter, category are men of great
honesty and artistic sensibilities. To
,a revolutioQnary tradition these people
should be mOre acceptable than those

,
I.
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Baran's Contention
Prof Baran seeks to establish that

Marxism, by assimilating the true in.
sights of Freud, is the only scientific
school of human ~hought which is
in a position to elaborate a rational
theory of human activity. His paper,
while pointing a way towardssuoh
a synthesis, recapitulates some of the
rna jor though scarcely applied strands
in the Marxist theory of social
dynamics.

Marxism shows the necessity of re- .
jecting the concept of human nature
as eternal, unchanging and unchange-
able. Marxist thought starts (from
the premise that human develop.
ment must be taken account of in its
only true context. The correct ap-
proach, therefore, is to proceed from
the social to the "individual, keeping,
of course, in view what can be re-
garded as the biotic constants of man.

Prof Baran r.eviews some of the
major trends in bourgeois psychology
and groups them into two broad cate-
gories termed as pschol(}gism and
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Society, etc.), IDr Horney, Sullivan
and Helen Deutsch. The psyche,
according to Caudwell, is the organ
of adaptation to social relations.
Therefore for psychology the laws
determining social relations are fun-
damental.

Paul Baran, in an important paper
on "Marxism and Psychoanalysis"
(the Monthly Review, New York,
October 1959) addressed himself to
the task of exploring the potentiali.
ties, if any, of Freudian psychology in
so far as these can aid him. in his
efforts to understa-nd the behaviour
of man living under monopoly capi-
talism. Hence his analysis, though
it contains many new and valid ge·
neralisations, has only a limited ap-
plication. As contrasted against those
of Caudwell, Prof Baran's conclusions
essentially hold good only' for the
highly advanced present-day Western
monopoly-capitalist system. But he
cannot be blamed for this when we
take into acco'unt the narrow matrix
(of an evening after.dinner lecture)
within which he had to prese.nt his
exposition.

,

FRONTIER

vironment, the individual and society.
The concept of interaction between
genotype and its environ - and
his proximate social milieu-is a
distinguishing feature of Caudwell.
In Illusion and Reality he employs
this concept to explain away Freud's
thesis of a genotype being perennial-
ly confronted by an inimical social
milieu. Caudwell suggests that in
fact genotype or an individual can
develop his individuality only in and
through society. Society is an instru-
ment of liberation, not suppression
of instincts. This point has been
urged by Caudwell alone amongst all
the Marxist critics of Freud.

"His ability to integrate his know-
ledge of the social sciences with the
basic postulates of dialectical mate-
rialism remains unexcelled and even
unrivalled because for the most part
Marxists seldom care to read the so-
cial sciences at all. This is evident
in his study of Freud in Studies in
a Dying Culture. While its ~rst
part discusses merely the individual,
ignoring societal influences on him,
in the second part he evaluates Freud
for an understanding of the indivi-
dual psyche in relation to its imme-
diate social clime. He says that socio-
logy must serve as a foundation for
psychology. Since an individual be-
comes what he is, in and through so-
ciety, his psyche cannot be studied
without having an adequate ground-
ing in sociology. Freud's utter neg-
lect of sociology is nowhere more
mani (est than in his rejection of so-
ciety as an over-riding benefice)'H in-
fluence and his thesis that instincts
tortured by society when sublimated
give birth to culture. .

Caudwell interdicts every school of
psychology for this lacuna when he
asserts that "no modern sohool of
psychology has even studied social
relations as primary." No one studies
concrete society and its non-psychical
basis. Here Caudwell has anticipat-
ed the later developments in the in-
ternational pschological movement
which culminated in the creation of
a social school of psycho-analysis re-
presented by Dr Eric Fromme, (his
books: Fear of Freedom, The Sane
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,Man and Society
Caudwell's-distinctive merit lies in

his efforts to comprehend and discuss
and define with clarity the distinc-
tion between genotype and the en-

certain basic postulates of Freud-
his assumptio·ns of, "free will" and
its inhibition and suppression by
society and his efforts to make abso-
lute and irreconcilable, the contradic-
tion between instinct and environ-
ment or subject and object.

Caudwell is the only contributor
who defines the ;sense in' which
Freud's ·school should be considered
a bourgeois school of psychology. He
argues that Freud's basic premise
that the individual is inhibited by
his social environ is merely a reflec-
tion of the early bourgeois ideology
that the individual is inherently free
and his i,ndivicluality can develop only
when he is unfettered by any social
mores. Tlhis idea was essentially a
part of the drive against feudal con-
trol on the growth of productive forces
and technique. Freud had to con-
clude that the liberation of the ins·
tincts is conditional upon man's
forgoing the achievements of society.
Thus he is shown by Caudwell to re-
present the classical bourgeois stand-
point of "the individual in a civil
society."

Caudwell does not reject Freudian-
ism in toto. He argues that psycho-
analysts have, in general, misunder-
stood the social basis of conscious-
ness. He does not discard the con-
cept of instincts as yet, in his Illusion
and Reality. Pavlov considers the
concept of instincts unscientific and
replaces it wi th the concept of "re-
flex action." Camlwell agrees that
man is born 'with certain basic ins-
tincts which in Pavlovian jargon
ought to mean unconditioned re-
Hexes. Caudwell still bel ieves that
unconscious men ta tion also forms an
inseparable component of conscious
innervation patterns. To this extent
he may not be regarded as thorough-
ly Pavlovian. Later on, in Further
Studies in a Dying Culture, he ?p-
proaches that position to a much
greater extent.
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tent, on the notion that hi~: abiding
concern with the irrational under-
pinnings of the conduct of men, led
him, as it were, to glorify irrationality
and to elevate it to the status or the
ultimate, inexplicable, irreducible
determinant of human activity. Be-
cause the omission of even a passing
reference to the part played by the
Stalinist ban on attempts at compre-
hending the implications of Freud
and his theory, in forming. such an
attitude of neglect and indifference,
amounts, in my opinion, to an at-
tempt by Baran to render a disguised
apologia for the Stalinist policy to-
wards Freud.

Any serious Marxist student of
bourgeois psychology who has not re-
acted favourably to the influences of
the Stalinist policy of culture would
have at once recognised that Freud's
originality consists in his portrayal
of the role which the irrational ele-
ments of the psychic make-up of man
play in his daily behaviour. The
one-sided emphasis or rather over-
emphasis which the irrational com-
ponents of man's psyche received at
the hands of Freud was entirely due
to a lack of a consistent materialist

Cbarge Against Marxists orientation . lin 'his J entire ap-
Here the 'charge levelled by Prof proach. All the same, a Marxist

Baran against Marxists that they analyst would distinguish this epmha-
have sought to do away with Freud sis of Freud as historically progres-
by marshalling arguments which are sive because (1) for the first time in
applicable merely to old psychologi- the history of human thought his
cal schools must be examined. He emphasis 'on the iunconscious ele-
says that Marxists do not regard the ments showed to what extent man's
Freudian contribution towards the daily behaviour is governed by irra-
understanding of the human psyche tional and subconscious elements,
as anything but an ideology void of thereby dealing a death blow to the
scientific content. previous metaphysical psychology

There is, of course, no denying the with its memory, reason and cona-
fact that Prof Baran's indictment does tion etc.; and (2) for the first time
contain some element of truth. But in the history of experimental psycho-
the reasons he adduces for such a' logy, his emphasis sought to prove
significant lacuna in the body of Marx-· that mental phenomena (including
ist thought seem unconvincing to a unconscious ones) are not' inaccessi-
student of Marxist thought, aware of ble to experimental approach.
the fierce controversy waged in Soviet
Russia in the early twenties on the
issue of tolerance towards Freud.

It is difficult to agree fully with
his statement that the attitude of
neglect and indifference towards
Freud has been based, to a large ex-
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partial rationality solidified, as It IS,

into a system of rules, procedures and
habits of thought, in short into a
system of "kn?w how", is largely
directed towards mostly irrational

.ends. Hence even partial rationality
does not lead to an overall advance
of human rationality in a direction
where the pre-requisites for human
health, happiness and development
can be found. Max Weber's pursuit
could have been more productive
had he been able to proceed along
this path by employing a correct in-
tellectual perspective.

Prof Baran's merit lies in that he,
in a rem~kably brief and compact
exposition, within a very short en-
compass, covers the gap left after
Caudwell, at least in one of the most
significant aspects of contemporary
\social reality. He defines J<1reud's
theories as an attempt at a rational
understanding of irra,tional motiva-
tions. But due to the very narrow
limit to which he had to confine him-
self in his exposition, he cannot show
(except for an allusion to this effect)
that Freud's attempt turned out to
be mystical to a very great extent.

. 23/CJO Connaught Place

New Delhi-l
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socio-psychologism. Those schools of
psychology whioh reduce the social
process to the behaviours of indivi-
duals and which treat "human na-
ture" as essentially stable and bioti-
cally determined structure fall into
the first category. An amalgam of
Freudian psycho-analysis and sociolo-
gical notions has been christened as
socio-psychologism.

Prof Baran, as is usual with him,
then proceeds to investigate the basic
factors which determine human exis-
tence under the prevailing social

_ order by employing the criterion of
rationality. He observes that modern
society is characterised by a tremen-
dous increase of rationality in the
productive process as well as in the
mental habits of men. In this re-
gard, he reminds the student of so-
ciology of the pioneer academic ideas
of Max Weber on rationality. But
a_sa Marxist he differs from him in
two respects. He cannot envisage,
as a Marxist ought not to, an in-
crease in rationality apart and separ-
able from the growth of productive

. forces under capitalism. And he does
not replace the total irrationality in-
herent in the capitalist order by this
rationality-he terms it partial ra-
tionality-which is confined to some
aspects of social life such as the effi-
ciency of industrial and agricultural
enterprises, the rationality of their
administration, etc. He demonstrates
how partial rationality gradually
comes into conflict with total irra-
tionality. He als9 points out that
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Talks with Mao
As it turns out, the volume is a

coIlection .of a number of autobio.
graphical tracts, relating to dates re-
ceht and past, the recent dates refer.
ring to a voyage around the world he
undertook as de Gaulle's official re-
presentative, and the past periods to

days, but we failed .. There are none
now". The few that pass as intellec.
tuals in this country are either pe.
dants or mere clever writers of anec- ~
dotes and belles-lettres. I cannot
think of a sing'le writer in India who
has got Malraux' vast knowledge of .'"
history, much of which he has lived
in his own person, whase own crea •.
lions in the field of literature match
his superior connoisseurship of all
forms of art of all cauntries and ages.

But why anti-memoir? We have
had an ti-hero, anti-art, anti-poetry-
what on earth now is anti-memoir?
The answer however is more satisfac-
tory than the vexing question would
have prepared us to expect. In the
author's own words, "Almost all the
writers I know love their childhood:
I hate mine I do not find myself
interesting why shauld I remem-
ber ?"

Then, the ancient formula, "Face
to face with the unknown, some of
our dreams are no less significant
than our memories". The Anti- ..•.Memoirs therefore is a melange of J

memories and fancies, mixed in the
expert manner of a connoisseur mix.
ing drinks, in the style in which
Resnais made his Last Year in Marien-
bad. The fancies are in the form
of excerpts from his own novel.s:
" ... sa ] return to· certain scenes
which I OIice transposed into fiction.
Often linked to memory by inextri-
cable bounds, they sometimes turn

- out, more disturbingly,. to be linked
to the future too ... Nobody needs to
be reminded that Victor Hugo wrote.
Marion Delosme before mating ,-;/ ,
J'lbetta Dronet."

"] have called th'is book Anti-
J\lIemoirs because it answers a question ~
which memoirs do not pose, and does
not answer those which they do; and
also because it is haunted, often in
the midst of tragedy, by a presence
as shadowy but as unmistakable as a
cat slipping by in the dark ... "

his psychological fixation with death.
The direct evidence lies in the fre-
quency with which he uses the word
death, frequently with a capital D.
It is almost disconcerting. One
would have ,thought that he has
said all that one can possibly say
about death many times over. In
any case one wauld have though that
despite Malraux' preoccupation with
violence and death in his novels, a
su per:-cul tured, su per-inte llectual like
him would be too bla·se ta spin
phrases about Death and Eternity
and Destiny and Fate in the way he
does in incredible abundance
from cover to cover. Some of them
are really cheap-like "Fate, with its
blind man's gestures, has never ceas-
ed to shuffle the daminoes of the
sarcophagi of the kings" or "In the
Cairo museum it was the dead who
spoke"-but even when they are not
cheap, how long can one take in pro-
nauncements of the order of "No
doubt, every civilisation is haunted,
visibly or invisibly, by what it thinks
about death" or "And the language of
Truth, of the eternal and the sacred"
or "All sacred art is opposed to
dea th ... " or "I like eccentric muse-
ums, because they seem to be play-
ing a game with eternity" or "I am
as profoundly ignorant of ancient
Egypt as a man would be .of love if
he had not experienced it ... as pro-
foundly as each .one of us is ignorant
of death" (But 6Urely Andre, some
of us in India do like our Shelley, but
did'nt. you French intellectuals scoff
at. such stuff produced by the English
romantic poets?)

It is however far removed from my
intention to run down either Mal-
raux or his volume; on the contrary,
my admiration for him is boundless.
In India we do not understand the
term "intellectual'.', for we have none
amongst us. I remember D. P. Mu-
k herjee, only a few weeks before his
death, sadly commenting on this state
of affairs. "Some of us tried in our

AHOK RUDRA

Book Eeview

NOT with easeful death, and not
merely half in love. In La

Condition Humaine (translated as
Man's Fate) Malraux gave what are
probably the most powerful por-
trayals in literature of the terrorist
character, the psychological type that
finds the meaning of life only in rela.
tion to murdeJ~ and suicide for a
caus. It is as a psychological type
of this kind that Malraux reveals
himself in what he caIls his Anti-
Memoirs. The amazing thing is that
he is stiIl alive to write his memoirs
or rather his ami-memoirs. His en-
counters with deatq were not of the
order of car accidents or moun-
taineering hazards; he has faced the
firing squad more than once and got
saved at the last minute in almost
miraculous fashion. That apart, he
was once caught, while flying
a single-engined plane in search
.of the Queen of Sheba's capital, at
the very centre of a\ cyclone; and he
describes over the space .of two pages
the harrowing experience of finding
the aeroplane completely out of can.
trol and rotating like a top. In ano-
ther place he describes a nightlong
struggle inside a tank, with bombs
dropping all around, that had fallen
into one of the pits dug by the enemy
for the express purpose of trapping
and destroying tanks. And many
others, as may be expected of a man
wha has partici ated in his· own
person in revolutionary movements
in China and Spain and of course in
the French Resistance and whose
participation as a Minister of Cul-
ture in de Gaulle's government can
be understood .only as yet another
existentalist adventure, of a different'
kind: whereas in his earlier adven-
tures he risked death and torture,
in the last one his stake was some-
thing more, namely his honour and
reputation.

But it is not only because of the
various occasions he went out of his
way to face death that we talk about

•

In Love With Violent Death



his earlier experiences in the different
regions he happened to pass through.
No attempt at completeness of
comse: the bulk of what will be his
memoirs or anti-memoirs has already
been kept aside for posthumous pub-
lication. Fifty-nine pages are devoted
to China, where he links up first-
hand experience of the Red Army of
the days of the Long March with his
interviews, as de Gaulle's ambas-
sador, with Mao, Chou En-lai and Liu
Shao-chi. Mao, even though describ-
ed physically as a "bronze emperor"
walking with "the uncertain equili-
brium o[ the statue of the Commanda-
tore, and walks like a fegendary
fig'ure risen from some imperial
grave", is quoted extensively as
speaking in a strikingly familiar fa-
shion, which gives a certain value to
the reported conversations in which
Malraux speaks exactly as if he were
himself a Marxist revolutionary. The
most interesting part of the interview
(which took place in 1965) to me is
the one at the end of which Malraux
was left definitely with the anticipa.
tion of the Cultural Revolution
which was yet to be launched. "I
know that he is about to intervene
anew. Through the young? Through
the army? No man will have shaken
history so powerfully since Lenin.
The Long March portrays him better
than any personal trait, and his deci.
sion will be brutal and ruthless. He
is still hesitating, arid there is some-
thing epic in his hesitation whose
object I do not know. He wanted to
recreate China, and he has recreated
it; but he also wants the 'uninter-
rupted revolution' with the same
determination and it is essential to
him that youth shohld want it too
.. ." There is no boasting in any fobt-
note about the way the words proved
to be prophetic.

But I find the part dealing with
India the most entertaining if not the
most interesting. It is characteristic
of Malraux' versatility and..the shift-
ing moods of his artist's personality
that while during his sojourn in China
he talks the language of an old revo-
lutionary, during his passage through
India he seems to be engulfed in a
state of trance. At least I for one
would never have believed that a
French intellectual o[ the existentia-
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list vintage could have so much awe·
struck admiration for India, not only
the timeless India as represented by
the ghats of Banaras but also the

. modern India, represented by Nehru
for whom personally he reveals great
admiration. I have always thought,
on the basis of insufficient evidence
as it seems to me now, that the
French intellectual, who cares above
all for lucidity ("I am interested in
lucidity, not sincerity", Malraux
quotes Valery) could have precious
little patience for Indian metaphysics.
But Malraux describes himself as
wandering in India in die same dazed
state in which Somerset Maugham's
hero walked on. the razor's edge after
his encounter with the IMaharshi.
It is not that Malraux fails to notice
any of those things which other
authors who visit this area of dark-
ness describe with such abject horror,
but he sees in all of them a certain
mystery of life and death which ap-
parently he does not see anywhere
else.

Not only sacred cows and starving
children and garbages and. muddy
streets; but he sees beauty even in
a leper WOffi'fln: " ... that beautiful
leper woman who held out one of
those garlands to me with a poignant
smile ... " One who can. do that
must surely be in a state which "men
call love". A master in the art of
seductive use of words it may not be
surprising after all that he should let
himself be seduced by the rich music
of' the Bhagavat Gita and he allows
himself the indulgence of giving ex-
tensive quotations from that song of
songs. But it is amazing that the
drugged state which he gets himself
into when facing the Tri.Murti of
Elephants ("What is Zeus, compared
to Shiva?") seems to continue to affect
him even when attending a reception
in Rashtrapati Bhavan. We can
imagine the kind of people he must
have met there and the only artisti.
cally acceptable way of pdr'traying
them-I repeat, only-is of course
the way Shankar. does every week,
that is, with donkey's heads; but
such is the permanent state of serious-
ness into which Malraux gets him-
self while in India is that he can
waste such lovely prose on such a
characterless occasion. "This chap-

tel' of Proust .had pot developed in·
to a tale by Voltaire ... when had I
ever been so conscious of being pre.
sent at a spectacle when the guests
could disappear at dawn."

A private dance recital that follow-
ed is described in the following tre-
mulous words: "Stately figures slow-
ly unwound their sinuous convolu-,
tions to melodies of an ageless nos-
talgia". And yet it must have been
somel;>ody like ~ndrani Rahman or
Yamini Krishnamurti, who are ac·
complished artistes no doubt and at.
tractive young women too, but surely
they never evoked in us anything so
eternal or ageless as that?

Genuine Respect
Malraux' respect [or India seems,

however, genuine and deep and not
to be classed with that of the latest

. hippy. He finds our country ... "the
most religious and surely' the most
affectionate country in the world".
He finds "something at once bewit-
ching and bewitched in Indian. •
thought, which has to do with the
feeling it gives us of climbing a sacred
mountain whose summit. certainly
recedes; of going forward in darkness
by the light of the torch. which it
carries'''.

"For centuries yet, the prayer of
India will say: 'Lead us from the
unreal to the real, from darkness to
light, from death to immortality;
while the vVes~ where forgiveness has
been reduced to either rancour or for.
getfulness, will chant: 'Forgive as
our trespasses as we forgive them
thei r trespass against us".

A singular thing about the book is
its total lack of humour: the over-
much seriousness about life and death
becomes soon tiring, as we have said
at the very outset. But there is one
place-a single paragraph in the·
whole book where the prevailing
gloom cracks to give way to an ex-
pression of the gallic spirit af!.d then
one is left with no doubt that we are
after all dealing with a jaded absin.
the drinker. Would you believe that
this is the then French Minister for
Culture speaking about our then
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs-
yes, yes, it is that lady from Kerala,
Lakshmi Menon, that Malraux is
speaking about! "Her name was
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The echo of this music rings all
through the reminiscences, But one
also hears all along the mu(Hed cry
of a tormented soul. What is this
hidden torment planted 'deep inside
the heart of this restless wanderer?
If it is true that "the truth about a
man lies first and foremost in what he
hides,'" is this secret sorrow due to .
his repeated failure to consummate
his love-that for violent death in
the fight for some cause?

of Malraux' success, in the present
volume, in his other literary works
and in his life lies in a certain feeling
he has got for life which he admira.
bly expresses in the following words:

"In the multifarious forms of that
which drives 'us on, in all that I have
seen of men's struggle against humi-
liation, and even in that sweetness
which one can scarcely believe exists
on this earth, life, like the gods of
vanished religions, appears to me at
times as if it were the libretto for
some unknown music."

(

THE BANK
WITH

SERVICE
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del'stand what he means or even
knowing that nothing~ very much is
meant, and I am reminded of Mal-
larme's theory that words are not to
be used in poetry as vehicles of mean-
ing but, are objects to be set out as one
sets ou t precious stones on a piece of
ornament. Thus, "How many cen.
turies between these savage architec-
tures and those vaguely Roman, Par-
thian, or. Palmyran faces whose
labels innocently vaunt their 'finesse' ?
And what does it matter? These
are the last envoys of the queen
whose perfumes pervaded the Bible,
and of whom there remains only a
burst of laughter across the wilder.
ness: Laugh then, <{air hermit I"
Or " ... the blue figurine that women
wore around their necks, with the
inscription: 'Rise up and bind him
whom I behold, that he may be my
lover.' (It bears the date:' 1965,
XIlth Empire. Time's symmetry has
often haunted me ... )"

But despite all his obsession with
violence and death and his enchant.
ment with his own words, the secret

FRONTIER
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Lakshmi. A Western Secretary of
State might well be called Mary, like
the Virgin, but the goddesses of other
religions provide more food for
dreams", And iIi this absinthe
drinking mood he continues about
his own ambassador in India;
"Count Ostrorog, a descendant of the
Mogul conquerors, an illegitimate son
of Pierre Loti according to Quai
d'Orsay gossip ... his distinguished
pirate's face ... during an austere
prime ministerial speech, Ostrorog's
hands seemed to be caressing the boot
of Italy like a dancing girl's leg."

Despite the interesting conversa-
tions with Nehru and Mao quoted
extensively, do we find the book in-
teresting? I wonder. I have the
feeling if one could read the book
to the end that would be less because
of any interest in what Malraux says
and more because of the effect of a
kind of spell he casts with his verbal
manipulations. There are many

• places where I find myself charmed
by a string of phrases without fully
understanding or even caring to un-
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