
THE Railway Budget is beastly. But the Prime Minister is a good.
tactician and all revolutionary hopes are not lost. An enquiry was

ordered into Birla firms before the railway budget was announced and,
though forecasts in the last week of February should be avoided, one can,
the first shock to the railway budget over, expect some concessions to the
lower income groups in the general budget. The railway budget is perhaps
meant tio administer a shock to the leftist flock, including the faithful
Mr Dange; but the Prime Minister may appear in the role of a preserver
of socialism a little later this week.

Railway travel is becoming both a luxury and a nightmare, remind.
ing the sufferers of the wartime slogan 'Travel when you must'. There
have been some improvements over the years, but not for the poor.
Third.class carriages are as crowded as ever-the poor do not go in for
sleepers--while air.conditioned coaches in the category below first class
serve the vanity and comfort of the affluenti middle class. BuI,t mark the
discrimination even here: AIC filrst class, Rajdhani Express, is to cost
around Rs. 300 instead of Rs. 280, a rise of less Ithan 10 per centl but
the lower Ale will go up from Rs. 90 to Rs. 100, by more than teIl/ per
cent. The fare structure is still based on the principle that the poor
must pay more in the aggregate so that the rich can tlravel better. With •.
out slaves there can be no civilisation.

Those who travel once a year to spend a holiday will perhaps stm
be able to manage it. But the commuters? They are a different matter
altogether. And any tax relief offered in the general budget may not
be of much benefit to most of them. .
- . One does not expect tTouble from the suburban passengers in Bombay
and Madras. But for the dev.ii's sake, beware of Sealdah and Howrah!
For many reasons the commtIters there are exasperated beyond endurance.
And the presence 0.£ the UF has lent some of them muscle and an air
of bravado. These are the people who can-and do-paralyse traffic at
Howrah and Sealdah at the slightest provocation. They are not so
meek as -ttam or bus passengers.

Higher freight rates will not touch the business class. The load will '
be passed on to the consumers. But it looks as if rises in the prices of
necessitlies do not matter much to them. The way people keep on
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paying through their nases in the
shops and bazaars is incredible.
There is nO' talk of price resistance in
the blessed UF regime. The philo.
sophy seems tiO be that everyone
should be accommodated to' fatten at
the expense of others. What the
people need is inter.partiy intrigue

A Policy

The Union Home Minister has
promptly denied the st1atement ascrib.
ed to' him that law and arder has
'not broken down in West Bengal.
The denial may mean that he thinks
is has, though some may contend to
the contrary on the ground that no
report is confirmed unless denied.
Mr Jyoti Basu was so glad over the
earlier statementl of Mr Chavan that
he conceded th* (there had been
occasions in the past also when he
could agree with the Home Minis-
ter. His reaction to' Mr Chavan's
denial is not knawn; perhaps he re-
grets that Mr Chavan's lapse into
radicalism should have been so short-
lived. However, u certificate fnom
Mr Chavan should make any left gov-
ernment wary. In spite of their pas.
sionate absorption with the parlia.
mentary game, the UF parties will'
not perhaps deny that the law is
heavily loaded against the p<,\ople. In
the past the police were used to make
it more so, to defend the illegalities
of a handful to suppress the aspira-
tions of the overwhelming m~jority.
Mr Chavan's concept of law and
order is perpetuation of this partisan
role of the police. Any praise from
Mr Chavan can, therefore, only
mean that the UF has deviated from
the promised path.

There are parties in the UF which
do not hesitate to echo the views of
t'he Centre, or the Swatantra, or the
Jana Sangh on this issue. When
Mr' Ajoy Mukherjee complains af
disorder and anarchy, he laments for
the old role of the police with which
he found no fault during his minis-

,. /tership as a Cangressman for over a
decade. A fe.f other constituents
also think likewise. These parties
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and clashes.
But the same people in the suburbia

may react violently if railways fares
are raised. Here is perhaps an ap.
portunity for the leftist,s to come out
of their pigsty and face the Centre.
But will the rowdies in their ranks
welcome such a movement?

Vitiated

have their own purposes in joining
the chorus. Some other constituents
of the UF are not prepared to go to
this length, though they are as criti_
cal of the CPM for its' handling of
the Home department as the BangIa
Congress and its satellitles. Recently
in New Delhi Mr Somnath Lahiri
did not agree )With Mr Mukherjee
that there had been a general deterio-
ration in the law and order situation,
but he contended that the frequency
and vehemence of; the inter_parety
clashes gave cause fo~ no less con.
cern. His party does notl, however,
appear to be given to such modera-
tioll; the CPI is as strident in its
tirade against the CPM as Mr Mu-
kherjee and Mr Sushi! Dhara. The
Forward Bloc, another major consti-
tuent of the UF in West Bengal, de-
clared at its recent all-India confer-
ence that the law and order situation
had' "definitely deteriorated" in the
State. The pattern of these allega-
tions is so alike that itl seems the
bogey is being raised to comer the
CPM. These parties believe that the
CPM is determined to cling 00 affice
at any cost and will, whatever be its
public stance, submit to' any num-
ber af constraints; they thiqk the
CPM has learn its lesson in Kerala
and, wan't leave the Front in a huff.

The CPM is not, therefore, altoge-
ther wrong when it says that the law
and order cont,raversy is part af a
bigger palitical manoeuvre. Whether
it will leave the UF 0'1' allow itself to
be blackmailed into a subordinate
pasition to' t,he apportunist combine
af the BangIa Congress, CPI, and the
Farward Blac is' far the party leaders
to decide. But its case wauld have
been stronger if the law and order

situatian was really what Mr Basu
claims it to' be. There is no party in
the UF which does [lot condemn
inter-party clashes; yet hardly any of
the parties lases an apportunity to'
give its rival a good beating wher-
ever it can. The CPI unleashes a
bitter campaign when three af its
supparters are killed in 24-Parganas
allegedly by CPM supporters, but it
tries to slur aver tJhe death af six (13?)
CPM supporters in Asansol allegedly
in the hands of CPI supparters. The
dauble standard of the CPI may be
mare pronounced, but other parties
are also guilty of it in varying degrees.
NO' constituent wants sincerely inter-
party clashes to stop far they have
become part af the palitical weaponry
of every party. All parties are des-
perately drafting known local roughs
to fight their battles in exchange for
immunity against palice actian. As
the party contralling the palice, the
CPM is better placed to exploit this
strategy which makes ather parties
jealous; but every party has its quata
of anti-social recruits. Many of the,
in tel'-party clashes are actually gang
fights, thaugh the parties patronising
the combatants give them political
labels. Dacaits, wagon-breakers and
bullies cannot, hawever, live anly an
their newly acquired party cards qf
one hue ar anather; nor can clashing
with rival graups be their whole-time
accupation. Freed from police fear,
they are rapidly expanding their ape-
rations. Bomb manufacture is now
perhaps the most flourishing cottage
industry in the State; clandestine
trade in fi.re-arms is reported to have
gane up; and forging of lethal wea-
pOonsfrom scraps has becpme an aut-
let for a kind of specialised talent.
The victims are the common peaple
in whose interest the UF claims to be
in office. The growing sense af inse-
curity among the people is no concern
of the UF parties; they know that
this is an unavaidable carollary of
their policy to expand with the help
af anti-social elements. They haye
to close their eyes to brigandage if
they want to retain the allegiance of
many of their recent recruits.
Trouble.making has become a poli-
tical tactic.

FEBRUARY 28, 1970

..



Plain Of Jars

Suspicions Galore

3r

Nixon could now turn to. the more
important job of 'pacifying' the gue-
rillas of the Pathet Lao (Patriot~c
Front of Laos) who. control more
than two.thirds of Laos. In Septem-
ber lastl in a desperate attempt to
snatch the Plain of Jars from Pathet
Lao. control the Americans resorted
to indiscriminate bombing, heaviestl
in the history of Laos, and in the
end took possession of the ruins of
some tawns so long held by the
Pathet, Lao.. The Pentagon was
mighty pleased at the 'success' of this
bombing strategy. But it did not
take much time for the smug confid-
ence to turn into concern abaut retain-
ing the fruits of victory. In the months
follawing the loss of the Plain' of
Jars Pathet Lao guerillas sliced deep
into west and south-west Laos, out-
flanking the capital, Vientiane. With
all the ground communicat'ion net-
works at the mercy of the guerillas,
Vientiane's pretence to rule the pro-
vincial towns hung on the thin
thread of American air support. The
Americans discovered with, dismay
that even if the Pathet Lao could be
bombed outl of some towns no.
amount of napalm or pellet bombs
could stop their relentless advance
into the mountainous countryside
that surrounds the towns. In a <les-
perate attempt to prevent the fall of

But both the countries view each
other with deep suspicions, the in-
fructuous Farakka talks being only
symptomatic. Pakistan believes that
India sought in the past to wipe out
Pakistan by economic blockade and
war. She feels therefore no particu-
lar compassion to serve Calcutt'a by
allowing the 'construction of the
Farakka barrage. The Ganges is al-
most wholly an Indian river £lindquite
possibly East Pakistan is notl particJl-
larly dependent on the Ganges for
her fertility. Still, she would do her
utmost to st1all the construction of
the barrage at Farakka, just to spite
India in order to retaliatle at India's
occupation of Kashmir.

Late last year American Senators
seemed to have suddenly discavered
that the country was slipping into
another Vietnam.' "I knaw we were
doing a little of this and lit'tle of
that", told a surprised Senatar Ful-
bright, but "I had no idea it was a
major operation of this kind." The
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
dtitiflilly he!1d a sedet Ihearing (on
the Americ£lin involvement in Laos
and at the end of t:he hearing the
Chairman of the Committee, Mr Ful-
bright, concluded that Washington's
involvement in Laos was "mostl un-
usual and irregular-if not unconsti-
tutional." President Nixon was in
effect asked to regularise American
aggression and this he solemnly pro-
mised, to do.. No. American troops
will be committied to. Lao~ in an
"unusual and irregular:" manner;
only Thailand-based American planes
would carryon their regular bombing
missions in Laos at the request of
'neutralist' Premier Souvanna Phou-
mao American aircraft used by the
Vientiane admi,nistration will con-
tinue to be unmarked and American
military advisers leading the counter-
insurgency troops against the Pathef
Lao would not wear uniforms. Isn't
it fine? The happy Senators went
home. .

Having pacified t,he critics at home

mge Bridge was built. There has
been no shifting of site on the part
of Pakistan, but the charge has held
up the talks for as long as four years!

It can of course be imagined why
Pakistan has made no effort to dispel
the Indian supicion by simply stating
that the Hardings Bridge is Paksey.
While India suspects that the Ganges-
Kobadak project might inundate In-
dia,n territories, Pakistan suspect's that
the Farakka barrage would dehydrate
Pakistani territory. Such suspicions
could have been removed if either of
the countlries really meant business.
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It is quite possible that India has
<Ii very good case for the Farakka
Barrage but that is no reason to be-
lieve that Pakistan has no .case for
her Ganges-Kobadak project, which
India calls ambitious. The purpose
of the meetings of technical experts
from both sides was supposed to be
thrashing out tlhe assessment of needs
for both the projects. Such talks have
been held since 1960, without result.
People who view such complicated
mat'ters like river projects with awe
and admiir~tion have :.so long ,ima-

~ gined that there must have been very
intractable factors thwarting the
talks. A PIB circular issued by In-
dia just on the eve of the latest secre-
tarial conference on Farakka at Islam-
abad however reveals that such talks
are held in higher air than ordinary
people believe these to be in.

The Indian delegates have joined
the conference table with the gravest
suspicions in their fervently national-
ist minds. The reason for their mis-
givings is breathtaking. They think
that Pakist'an is playing a big trick
in the matter of furni,shing data on
discharge of waters. Pakistan had
given the data based on a site, which
had been so long] the Hardinge
Bridge. For the pastl four years, how-
ever, she has been shtfting the site to.
a place called Paksey.

Where on earth is this Paksey?
Our delegates have no idea. But the
ignorance in geography is no impedi-
mentl to speculations in geopolitics.
The Indi3!ns have no doubt that Pa-
kistan has been shifting the site be-
cause she has come to know that the
flow of water at the Hardinge Bridge
during dry months i~ much more than
at Farakka. Hence it is absolutely
necessary for her to shift the site to.
Paksey.

The wise experts in New Delhi may
not have any idea about East Pakis-
tan's topology but many in West
Bengal would be shocked to learn
that the Farakka talks have so long
failed because of this Indian suspi-
cion. Paksey happens to be the rail-

.•. way colony beside which the Hard-



Now My Khe

the Plain of Jars during the forth-
coming dry season offensive lof the
Pathet Lao the Americans resorted to
their ultimate weapon short of nu-
clear attack-carpet bombing by the
giant B-52s stationed in Thailand.
The whole of the Plain of Jars be-
came a free bombing zone.

But! the desperate gamble did' not
obviously payoff. Late last week the
Patriotic Front swept off the puppet
troops and tlheir American "advisers"
from the Plain of Jars. At the time
of writing the Pathet Lao troops are

No Vietnam horror seems to shock
the world any more; certainly none
shocks the Americans much. When
the national dailies, so )::onceJ1Oed
about the freedom of the Press, main-
t'ain a curious silence about the con-
tinuing American atrocities in Viet-
nam, one can only try to fill in a
few of the more glaring gaps. Last
week, for example, the NLF delega-
tion in Paris disclosed that the USA's
South Korean allies in Vietnam had
massacred more than 800 South Viet-
namese ci"ilians in an allied opera-
tion in the Quang Nam province ,to-
wards the end of lastl year. Not all
in one go, but in a series of mass kill-
ings. In one incident, for example,
7.? elderly men, women and children
were lined up and shot. This happen-
ed on November 12. Next day, tanks
ran over the corpses to make them
unrecognizable.

To our free Press, this communist
account may be suspect. But how
about ,another account iPUt out by
the N at~onal Broadcasting Company
in America itself? According to the
NBC :report, based on 'det'ails un-
covered in the course of the investi~
gations into the My Lai massacre,
American soldiers killed about 100
South Vietnamese civilians in another
village in Quang Nai province on
the same day as the My Lai atroci
ties. And the village, called My Khe,
is only two miles from My Lai. Child-
ren who had gone out to have a look
at the Americans were shot on sight.

L:·
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heading towards Long Cheng, the
CIA headquarters in Laos. Some
other important towns like Muong
Soui continue to slip from the
control of the puppets, though
total victory for the Pathet Lao
may not be round the corner.
But the latest success against the U.S.
has once again demonstrated the effi-
cacy of people's war. However regu-
larised or constitutionalised Nixon
might' like to make it the Americans',
aggression will be punished all the
same. But they never learn.

Other villagers who then hid in
bunkers were killed with grenades.

After the My Lai disclosures, it
was suggested that a platoon com-
mander must have lost his head. But
the platoon which went to My Khe
was not commanded by Lieutenant!
William Calley. How is it that
Captain Thomas Willingham, who
commanded (the platoon thatl went
to Mv Khe, behaved exactly as
Calley? T1he only exphnation is
that the massacres were part of a well-
coordinated plan. And it is difficult
to believe that such a plan could
have been devised and carried out
without the sanction' of the higher
authorities. Obviously the Pentagon
gave a green signal to field com-
manders. In any case, it has long
been known that everything goes in
the so-called free-fire zones. And the
Americans have turned the whole of
Viet'nam into a free-fire zone.

Is anything going to change? Some
commentators see a significant change
in U.S. foreign policy in President
Nix.on's !recent report to \Congr63s.
But in reality the foreign policy
statement presages no shift from the
strategy of aggression-with only this
difference that under the guise of
Vietnamization the U.S. aggressive
role may be less open than before.
Mr Nixon is still talking of only
limited withdrawal from the Ameri-
cans' self-imposed function of polic-
ing the world. What this means is
that, while the USA will encourage,

finance, arm and direct aggressive
campaigns against all radical and
liberal forces, it will expect its pup-
pets to t!ake on more of the dirty and
dangerous operations. Let the South
Koreans. and other allies carry out
future My Lais and My Khes. The
U.S. forces will supervise-when not
raining death and mutiliation from
the air or from relatively secure artil-
lery bases.

Basir hat Misgivin gs
A correspondent writes.'

The BangIa Congress, newspaper
reports suggest, is having plenty of '
misgivi,ngs about the prospects of its
candidate in the Basirhat Lok Sabha
by-election. There is ample reason
for these misgivings. The Basirhat
parliamentary constituency comprises
seven State Assembly seats. In the
mid-term poll, the CPI (M) contested
two out of these seven :seat:s and
won both; the CPI contested three /'~
and won each of them; the remain-
ing two were allotted by the United _
Front to the BangIa Congress-it lost
both. The relative performance of
the parties in the mid-term poll caJl
be j'udged in terms of. another cri-
terion. Party-wise, the number of
votes polled per candidate fielded
worked out to 26,779 for the CPI (M),
23,746 for the CPI, and only 12,765
for the BangIa Congress.

How come then the United Front
decided to sponsor a BangIa Congress
candidate for the Lok Sabha by-elec-
tion? Obviously" the 'principle' ~
which guided the Front in this parti-
cular decision belongs to the genre
of histbrical-hereditary. Mr Huma-
yun Kabir had won the seat: on the
BangIa Congress ticket in 1967, and
since the by-election has been occa-
sioned by his death, Mr Ajoy Mukher-
jee's group staked its proprietory
right to the seat; the right was con-
ceded by the United Front. But the
electorate may have altogether dif-
ferent views of the bequest. The
Kabir brothers had, in the mid-term
poll, fi:eldecl candidates for the seven
Assembly seats covered by the cons- ~'f"

,FEBRUARY 28, 1970



Extension to Residence

5

.. '

/

wield the views of the mas'ses;· in
case they did, Shri Dharma Vira
would stilI have been reigning in
this State and the iCongress would
have been returned with a thumping
majority in the mid-term election.
That is the trouble with universal
adult suffrage I; 'its limitiations not-l
withstanding, occasionally it separates
the wheat of mass sentiment from
the chaff of newspaper balderdash.
The BangIa Congress is already pre-
paring an alibi for its possible re-
verse in the by-election with dark
hints about betrayal on the part of
the CPI (M) rank and file. Butl this

. is as good as an indirect admission
that, contrary to newspaper assertions,
that party has a rank and file. And
even those who scornf\lUy refer to
this category as the lumpen proleta-
riat are perhaps indulging in nothing
else than a grapes-are-sour philosophy.

6137
61II
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not even perhaps Mr Sushil Dhara-
would suggest that these swings have
been towards a direction favouring
the fortunes of the BangIa Congress.
On the basis of its performance in
the mid-term pon :lind subsequent
developments, the CPI (M) could,
have legitimately claimed the seat.
It would have been in order even for
the CPI to suggest that the United
Front nominee should have a sickle
and an ear of corn as the election
symbol. But! the adoption of the
BangIa Congress candidate, was no-
thing short of an affront to the elec-
torate.

Messrs Mukherjee and Dhara have
to continue peI:forming their antics;
without these antics there will be no
reporting in the lI1ewspapers" and
the fuzz will die down. But class-
biased newspapers do not any more

Binj Raj Bhagwan Dass

District DHANBAD

General Order Suppliers
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tituency; all of them lost. It was an
impressive defeat, for, with the ex-
ception of one, they lost their secu-
rity deposits too. The votes polled
per candidate by the Kabir following
were as low as 5,406, way behind the
performance. 0'£ , even the BangIa
Congress.

If one' accepts the jdoctrine thait
turncoats of the world are to be
counted together, and accordingly the
votes polled by the BangIa Congress
candidates and the Kabir followers
are combined, the number of votes
polled per candidate still does not
exceed 7,042.

Time has not quite remained in
equipoise ~ince February 1969;, big
shifts in the political pattern have
occurred everywhere in West Bengal,
and the Basirhat parliamentary cons-
tituency is no sui generis. Nobody-
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Fundamental Rights
The promise now is to enact Mr

N ath Pai's Bill to restore to Parlia.
ment the right to reopen the funda·
mental rights provisions in the Cons-
titution. It would be some vi~tory
if the Government manages a two.
thirds majority on this Bill in the
Lok Sabha. If Mrs Ga,ndhi is sure
of holding her 220 together on this
issue, the majority she needs is possi.
ble. But several members of her
party have gone on record against
taking the right to property out 0'£ <A
the sphere of fundamental rights.
The compensation clause in the banks
Bill and in the privy purses abolition
Bill, together with Mr Nath Pai's
Bill present the biggest threat to Mrs
Gandhi's, survival in Parliament.
New alignments are expected in the
course of the 12-week budget session
and more than a concerted Opposi-
tion move, a snap vote on a relatively
unimportant issue might bring her
government crashing down.

At the weekend conclave of pra-
desh leaders of the "new" Congress
there were frontal attacks on the

connected with banking interests,
flew in here, anticipating nationali.
sation of all banks including foreign
banks to meet the situation the Su-
preme Court judgment was likely to
create. When he met Mrs Gandhi
she is believed to have told him that
she might have to nationalise foreign
banks if her hands were forced. "'"

But the Government seems to have
got cold feet over nation ali sat ion of
the general insurance business, 35 per
cent of which is held by British in.
terests. Besides, there was no refer-
ence to ceilings on urban property in
the President's address because both
the Law Ministry and the Attorney.
General have advised the Govern-
ment that the Lok Sabha was not
competent to enact legislation on it.

rashtra nor Mysore has accepted her
secret master plan. But both the
sides cannot help the feeling that it
was a political manoeuvre designed
to isolate Mr Chavan in Maharashtra
and to spite the Syndicate govern.
ment in Mysore. Her party in
Maharashtra has come to an under-
standing with the Shiv Sena in Bom.
bay about the bundh called for
March 2 and Mr V. P. Naik and
other leaders are using their leverage
with Mrs Gandhi to force a settle.
ment outside the recommenda'tions of
the Mahajan Commission's report.
In her race for popularity with Mr
Chavan in Maharashtra, she seems
prepared to write off Mysore for her
party (the poor Mr K. Hanuman.
thaiya and Mr M. V. Krishnappa can
never join the Central Cabinet at
this rate) to make sure of her base in
Maharashtra' independent of Mr
Chavan. The timing of the Belgaum
move was significant.

If the Government at the Centre
has begun taking decisions, one fails

, to know why the President's address
to Parliament was such a colourless
exercise. ' There was no reference to
nationalisation of general insurance
or ceilings on urban property. Was
it the result of mere circumspection
£ollowing the' debacle of the hastily
drafted banks ordinance in July
which eventually cost the Government
its face in the Supreme Gourt? A
certain communist.turned."progres.
sive" drafted it for her, bypassing the
Attorney-General, the Law Minister
.and others in the Government. When
the Supreme Court judgment came
there were cynical smiles among the
higher.ups at the Prime Minister's
discomfiture. More, the outcome of
the Supreme Courtl case was known
not only in New Delhi but in London
at least a week earlier. So much so,
a former British High Commissioner
in India, Sir Paul Gore.Booth, now
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FROM A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Decisions On The Brink~

MRS Indira Gandhi has taken
quite a few decisions on the

eve of the budget session, if only to
prove that she is not a "prisoner of
indecision", and to secure for herself
the image of a confident Prime Min.
ister who means staying whatever the
attitude of the parties that have been
supporting her.

Yet, the induction of two new
ministers into her Cabinet was some.
thing of a non-decision because her
Council of Ministers still continues
to be a truncated one and she could
not go farther than she did. Mr
G. 1.. Nanda, whom she had ditched
back in 1966 after the cow stampede
on Parliament Street,' was brought
straight back from the political pinjra.
pole to spite Gujarat. Mr Nanda,
who claims to be a Gujarati though
Sabarkantha showed him the door
and he had to seek election to the
Lok Sabha from Haryana, is expected
to build up the "new" Congress in
Gujarat and eventually topple the
Syndicate government there. Mr D.
Sanjiviah was rehabilitated as a gam.
bit towards solving the Telengana
issue amidst Mrs Gandhi's growing
alienation with Congressmen of that
region. But l\1'l7 Sanjiviah is least
likely to help a solution of tne prob.
lem and his inclusion in the Cabinet
might cost her Mr Brahmananda
Reddy's goodwill.

The new licensing policy, the deci.
sion on a probe into Birla and other
concerns (one presumes she has the
consent of the Birlas for it after the
Goa fertiliser deal had been cleared
and the U.S. monopoly that trades in
arms for the Vietnam war has got a
foothold in India) , and the scrapping
of the P form are being hailed as
momentous decisions which only a
socialist Prime Minister could take.

But vast areas of indecision reo
main. Her initiative on the Belgaum
dIspute boomeranged. Neither Maha.



growing bossIsm' in the new party.
The conclave decide<;l on old gim-
micks like padayatras to cover all the
villages and an organisational pro-
gramme to be completed by June-
end. Many think this plan presages
a mid-term election to Parliament.
The plan is to get as many States as
possible, including West Bengal, un-
der President's Rule before the Lok
Sabha poll. At the time of writing
there are reports that a blue-print is
ready for a mini-front government in .
West Bengal that would €xclude even
the CPI.

Amidst the small-time politicking
and toppling manoeuvres, the Foreign
Office is functioning merrily on the
basis of old digits. Mr Dinesh Singh,
after his tiger-hunting mission in
Nepal, is known to have told Mr
VlTalterScheel from West Germany
that the Soviet Union wanted peace
and stability in the South Asian re-
gion but the Chinese attitude con-
tinued to be hostile. New Delhi's
support to- the Soviet stand in the
Sino-Soviet dispute would have been
credible if only it was not based on
blatant opportunism and a conscious
anti.china motivation to rationalise
the rigid attitude. As many as four
official delegations returning from Pe-
king via Hong Kong in the past four
months had gained the impression
that China was prepared for a dialo-
gue with India. But India is known
to have talked of a dialogue with
China only when it wanted to bar-
gain with either of the' super-powers
or was faced with the discomfiture of
something like Soviet arms for Pakis-
tan. If one remembers, the last occa-
sion when anybody in the Indian
Government hinted at a dialogue
with China was on January 1, 1969.
But if anything, the hint (from the
Prime Minister) was followed by a
more rigid stance towards China and
open identification with the Soviet
Union on the Sino-Soviet border
dispute.
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Bihar

Build-Up In Monghyr
N. K. SINGH

SIX thousand troops are ready to
take action at any time. The

place is under the direct charge of a
spec.ial police squad comprising bor-
der experts, senior intelligence officers
and combatant' sections of the mili-
tary police. The local police also
have been 'asked to stand by for any
assistance that the special squad may
need in an 'emergency'. The armed
police an functioning from nine static
camps and a number of mobile units
equipped with wireless vans. But the
guerillas come from nowhere and
carry out ,their mission successfully,
i.e., annihilate the enemy, despite all
the tight security arrangements. This
is not happening in the remote forests

.of Nagaland but in the plains of
Bihar. Naxalites are reportedly creat-
ing 'terror' among the 'people' of the
Surajgarha police station of Monghyr
district. .

After Mushahari (Muzaffarpur) ,
Surajgarha has been declared the most
disturbed area in Bihar owing to the
growing Naxalite influence.

This correspondent does not think
it necessary to tell the readers of
Frontier about the various forms of
exploitation and means adopted by
the feudal class all over this subcon-
tinent, and against which a good
:many peasant struggles, have: taken
place from time to time. Surajgarha
has got its own history of brave strug-
gles. Two of the well-known Bihar
communists, Mr Karyanand Sharma
and Swami Sahajanand Saraswat.i, led
some of these. But the struggles
were directed downwards to econo-
mism, which ultimately resulted in
class cooperation. \

After the famous Naxalbari strug-
gle, when a new group of revolutio-
naries emerged, popularly known as
'Naxalites' many of the Surajgarha
communists also came forward to join
it. In due course the CPI (ML)
came into being. In the case of
Surajgarha the CPI (ML) has one

peculiarity-most of its cadres were
members of the CPI, whereas in other
areas it is the CPM which has pro-
vided most of the Naxalites. .

In the meantime Dr Kailash, a
local Naxalite leader, was attacked by
the goondas of zamindars. He some-
how escaped. As a counter-action the
zamindar was attacked a few days
later but the operation was a failure.
In due course the Naxalites decided
to launch guerilla warfare. Kiranpur
village was chosen as the centre of
activity and a zamindar and his son
were ann.ihilated in Scptcmber last.
Another from the same village met
the same fate in November. An armed
police party under a magistrate was
posted in Kiranpur. After some time
when the Patna Press became. vocal,
the Government sent a 2,000-strong
police party to maintain 'law and or-
der'. Home Guards were also asked
to stand by. Torturc and police zu-
lum stavted. Livestock and other pro-
perty of 48 'suspected' families were
seized. But the reprcssion sharpen'ed
the class contrad.iction, which Decame
obvious from the fact that the gueril-
las annihilated one more zamindar of
Loshihani village on December 21 in

. spite of tight security arrangements.
Another man was killed on January
8. Rich people of the area started
shifting to Monghyr town for security.

The police authorities were alerted
and, as mentioned earlier, 6,OaO
troops were pushed into Surajgarha
with almost warlike preparations.
Meetings were held of mukhias of
gram panchayats and prominent citi-
zens of the area; attended by top po-
lice officials like the DC, the DIG,
and the SP. Pledges were taken to
meet the growing Naxalite challenge.
On January 19, the Commissioner of
Bhagalpur Division, accompanied by
the DIG, the DM and the SP, visited
the affected areas and met mukhiyas,
representatives of political parties (in-
cluding the CPI) and prominent
citizens of the area. But the N axalites
slapped them on their faces by suc-
cessfully carying out an operation in
which one "class-enemy" was anni-
hilated bringing the total to six. It
should be noted that at the time of
the operation there was more than one
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and turned against the Hindu majo-
rity. The Hindus tried their best
to come to terms with them, but
Muslim intransigence and Albion's
perfidy created Pakistan. Of late,
such a simplistic view of the history
of the freedom struggle has come
to be challenged; but by and large,
the view still prevails, particularly
with the overwhelming majority of
the Hindus of Aryavarta.

Was India ever a 'nat jon' in the
sense in which tl}e term is under-
stood in· modern times? It is neces-
sary to tackle th.is question, because
much of the confusion, ambivalence,
even hypocrisy that characterises
Hindu-Muslim relationshjps is the
result of the different ways in which
the majority of .both commun.ities
look at the country. In the nine-
tecnth century, much of the inspira-
tion for the Indian renaissance-
H.indu as well as Muslim-came
from the conscious realization that
India was a nation. But the unify-
ing jdea behind the views of the
Indian nation was conceptual.ized dif-
ferently by the two communities. For
one, jt was Hinduism which unified
India; Sanskrit was the, "national'
language. India was Bharat Mata.
The fact that for a substantial num-
ber of 'Hindus' (partid,ularly those
outsjde the Aryan homeland), those
concepts did not form the nexus of
their culture was immaterial. One
could even argue that even those
'Hindus' who did not .instinctively
respond to those concepts accepted
them, for it gave them a sense ot
self ,respect. The Muslims on the
other hand conceptualized the na-
tiOnhood of Ind.ia on entirely diffe-
rent foundations-mainly the me-
mory of Moghul rule which had in
a way welded together an Indian
nation. Both the groups refused to
accept what should have beenevj-
dent to any objective observer-to
wit, that it was the alien conqueror
who had really welded together

Of Hindus And Muslims

A CCORDING to a report pre-
pared for the Standing Com-

mittee of the Nabonal Integration
Council, 210 communal incidents
took place between January and
October last year. In the first
three months, there were 101
incidents, including seven major
ones. (Any incident with more
than four deaths and involving loss
of property worth Rs 50,000 or more
is termed as a major jncident.) In
the second quarter-from April to
June-the number of incidents came
down to 64, including three. major
riots. From July 1st to September
15th, 44 communal clashes were re-
ported. According to the report, the
trend of deterjoration witnessed in
1967 and 1968 continued in the
first quarter of last year. Since then,
there was some improvement 'until
the Gujarat riots totally reversed this
trend. ('Facts on File', Radiance,
October 19, 1969)

Why do we have communal rjots
in India? One immediately hears
the aggressively defensive reply
by our friend, the Indian; or more
accurately, the Aryan Hjndu. Com-
munal clashes are not peculiar to
India alone: Look at Ulster; look
at Nigerja; look at X, Y, Z coun-
tries. Yes, all this is true. But our
concern is with this country, and

,the killing that has been going on
with frightening regularity since de-
cad(;1s, Before Independence, the
communal clashes used to be attri-
buted to the machinabons of the
imperialist rulers who were alleged
to have divided us and ruled over
WI. The evil-minded jmpetialists
were not content with fomenting
communal clashes; they also made
permanent the vivisection of the
country, in which v.ivisection of
course' had the active and en-
thusiastic support of a large majority
of. the Indian Muslims. Accord.111g
to such a view, the Muslims of
India collaborated with the Brit.ish

Reports are appearing in the Press
to the effect that most of the wanted
Naxalites have been rounded up.
When asked, a Naxalite source said
the arrested persons are not guer.illas
but persons whose names were sup-
plied by zamindars due to animo-
sity. Their' list also contained the
names of a few CPI workers. _Of
course, they have 'surrendered' in the
court. .

The local jute Press and the Raja
Press of Patna arc dubfully reporting
the Naxalite menace in their respec-
tive ways. However the jute Press
does not carry editorials on the mat-
ter. Perhaps it thinks that the danger
concerns only the feudal class. But·
the Naxalites are said to be creating
havoc in the mwns also. Griminals
and "anti-social elements'.' (a term
borrowe~ from Mr Jyoti Basu!)
"have created great stir in the minds
of people of the entire area", reports
one paper.

The Surajgarha struggle was being
carried on under the guidancc of two
leaders, both of whom are said to be
very popular ?mong the poor pea-
sants, viz. Kailash Mahton and Kai-
lash. Kailash Mahton was arrested
On December 31. Accordjng to Press
reports, hc is said to havc stated that
500 fully trained Naxalitc cadres in
Surajgarha alonc had been marshal-
led by him. \Vhen on the - day fol-
lowing his arrest hc was brought
before the mag.istrate in Monghyr,
the police had to use heavy force to
keep oH the numberless peasants who
had come for a 'darshan' of their
hero.

Thc guerillas have lost cadres dur-
ing the struggle. Two of their com-
rades were killed in a bomb explo-
sion jn their hide-outs. One is stat-
ed to havc died under police custody
due to torture.

police camp in every village. In all
these operations, the Naxalites used
no sophisticated weapons, they relied
On hand-grana des jn broad daylight.
Perhaps the most significant phenome-
non is that it is not a war for econo-
mic gains but concentrates on "anni-
hjlating class-enemies."



warring k:'ingdoms and given it a
semblance of administrative unity.
Of course, the 'Indian' has been for
centuries a recognizable character.
But what were the things that con-
tributed to this Indian identity in
ancient times? One has to agree
that it was Hinduism-amorphous
and vague as the term is-that made
the 'Indian' recognisably 'different
from the Arab, the Persian etc. The
early leaders of the Indian Renais-
sance recognized this basis for the
Indian identity and celebrated .it;
even thc most reformist groups
among them ncver questioned the
foundat'iong of Hinduism. LattJr"
when the movement for national
freedom passed under the leadership
of the Congress, the Congress lea-
ders, especially Gandhi, sought to
give a broader definition to the con-
cept of Indian nationhood, broaden-
ing the basis to include 'alien' fa.iths
and ideologies like Islam. But it
should be noted that it was a self-
conscious adaptation of a posture.
The basis of the concept of Indian
nationhood was still essentially
Hindu, though as a matter of un-
avoidable policy, other elements were
also .included. Thus, as Imtiaz Ah-
mad has shown in an article in the
Economic and Political iWeekly
(Spe-cial Number, July 1969), the
whole approach of Gandh.i, the sym-
bols of the struggle, the dramatic
gestures like fasts etc, were all deeply
rooted in Hinduism. The Muslims
in.itially accepted Gandhi, particular-
ly during the period when the Con-
gress supported a purely pan-Islamic
cause. But soon they began to see
that the ideal of Indian nationhood
that they had was vastly different
from the one postulated by the Con-
gress leladership. I-Jere again, both
the communities failed to realize
that' their .individual concepts of
Indian nationhood, while they con-'
flicted with each other, were also
histor.ically untrue. The fact was'
that a vast majority of the people
living in the sub·continent professed
a faith wh.ich can be vaguely defined
as 'Hinduism'. But this did not
mean that a clear national identity
had emerged. A situation roughly cor-
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responding to ancient and medieval
India can be seen in: Western Europe
dur.ing the Middle Ages, when a
common faith did not prevent con-
flicting nationalisms from emerging.
But it was deeply repugnant to the
self-respect of the Hindus (and to a
lesser degree, of the Muslims as well)
to accept the fact that it was the
alien conqueror who united the coun-
try into an 'administrative' unit and
made possible the beginning of a
national identity. The Muslim re-
fused to accept this role of the Bri-
tish, for acceptance of such a
view would weaken the Moghul
claims as the welders of an Indian
nation. The point I aI11 trying to
make is that not merely India was
not a 'nation' before the British ar-
r.ived, but even now, the national
identity has yet to 'clearly' emerge.
One cannot produce a nation by
making a series of laws, or by heavi-
ly borrowing from all the constitu-
tions of the world.

Freedom Struggle
The struggle for freedom under

the leadership of the Congress party
had certain built~in featu'res which
made the exclus.ion of a large body
of nonJHindus almost inelVitable.
Part of the reason, as noted above,
was the overwhelmingly Hindu
nature of the organisation (and more
.importantly, its style), which of
course was natural considering the
fact that the overwhelming .element
in Indian society was the Hindu
element. But a further complica-
tion arose because of the conscious
adaptation of a secular posture by
the Congress, thot\gh this secular
crust hardlv touched the roots of the
body. Further, there were profound
psychological barriers between the
Hindus and the Muslims, much of
it the carryover of past history, and
a considerable part contributed by
the attitude of the Congress leader-
ship towards the 'minority' which
they wanted to include under their
aegi~.

What are those 'psychological bar-
riers 't' Basically, those were due to
the IJnw.ilIin~ness of the majority of

the Hindus to accept the Muslims as
equal partners. After all, the Mus-
lims had been here, not out of cour-
tesy, b,ut by right; at least, as much
right as the Hindus of Aryavarta.
They came later than the Aryan in-
vaders; but how far one has to go
back in history in order to establish
one's credentials? They came; they
made this country their home; they
spread their faith, sometimes by
force, but most often by persuasion.
Thc persuasion was not a difficult
task because the indigenous faith
was so rigid in its h.ierarchical struc-
ture, so much t.ied down to an un-
equal social order that a comparative-
ly democratic faith like Islam had
little difficulty 'in winning over a
large number of people over to its
side. But this group of people who
had made India their home and lived
more or less contentedly for 'centu-
ries-how comc that they felt so
alienated from their environment
that an overwhelming majority of
them agitated for the creation of a
soverign State for ',tJhem, se)Jarate
from the Hindus? Partly, it was due
to the deep horror with which the
Hindu viewed the Musl.im, the ma-
jority of whom he viewed as apos-
tates to their ancestral faith. For
the Hindu, convinced as he was in
the 'perfection' of his ,social order,
it was inconceivable that .anybody
could voluntar.iIy renOunce Hinduism.
So the general attitude of the Hindu
towards the Muslim (and by impli-
cation, vice versa), was one of in-
credulence combined with horror.
There is an interesting saying attri-
buted to Gandhi which, irrespective
of .its authenticity, deserves to be
noted. Gandhi is supposed to have
remarked once: "an average Muslim
is a bully, and an average Hindu is
a coward." Thus, an equal relatio'n-
sh.ip between the two by definition
becomes impossible. Before inde-
pendence, the attitude of the Hindus
towards the Muslims was a mixture
of servility (because the Muslim was
a imember of the ruling' classes),
which itself was a thin facade for
hostility (because he was a con-
queror, or one of his own who made '
common cause w.ith the conqueror).
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snubs and jibes directed against him,
was at ·least a liberal politician of the
mould of Gokhale and. Shastri. But
to get along with Jinnah, it was ne-
cessary to accept him as an equal,
and not expect him merely' to be a
symbol of ,the secularism of the
Congress.

death. To what extent Nehru him-
self contributed to the feeling of
insecurity experienced by the Mus-
lims-again by symbolic gestures of
.;dentification and charming patronage
-this need not concern us here.
But since 1963-64, the pattern of
communal riots has not shown any
slackening. Qualitatively too, the
communal riots began to be diffe-
rent. They were now simply vio-
lence against the Muslims. For a
while Radiance, a weekly paper of
the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (itself a
rather frightening organizat.ion) used
to run a regular boxed item on the
total number of communal riots since
say, a particularly virulent riot oc-
curred. After a while, it too gave
up the practice. The riots were so
regular; it would have been mono-
tonous were it also not sickening.
All the ingredients of earlier riots
were there. New heights of savagery
were reached. Ranchi in 1967 left
Rourkela of 1964 far behind. Indore
in June last year surpassed itself as
it was earlier in January. Every-
thing one could imagine and many
things one could not even imagine
were perpetrated, not equally against
Hindus and Muslims, as in the years
before partition, but in a proportion
inverse to their respective numbers.
Geographically, the riots have always
flourished best in the Aryan home-
land, sometimes extending beyond
its peripheries,. but not too far aw~y
from Home. It is necessary to em-
phasize this aspect; a place like Ke-
rala where the Muslims are organized
under an .explicity 'communal' party
is relatively free from communal ten....
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self-respecting people would want to
be loved: They would want to be
respected, treated as equals, which
is exactly what' the Indian National
Congress, under the leadership of
Gandhi, did not do. Thus, Gandhi
could never get along with a man
lik~ Jinnah, who, a{ ~east before
he revolted against the continuous

II
Hindu.Muslim riots before par.

tition were frequent. But these
were Iby and 'Jarge an equal
affair, and since the administrative
machinery as well as political power
was under the control of foreigners,
both the respdnsibility fw foment-
ing them as well as the responsibility
of con trolling them and suppressing
them were laid at their door. Mu-
tual slaughter on a large scale was
the exception rather than the rule.
TILis was due to two reasons; one,
the common hatred of the foreign
master; two, the presence of that
very common enemy, and his control
of the State apparatus. In the days
immediately before and after parti-
tion, what we had was not so much
a riot as a civil war, followed by
something which only politeness
prevents one from describing as an
exchange of populations. The last
could have been accomplished in an
orr'lerly, civilized manner; but we
Iv dians do things differently, accus-
t()meda.s we are to the Gesture
nramatic. The communal incidents
in the fifties were explained away as
reaction to isimilar happenings in Pa-
kistan. The theory of hostages
,eemed to work with a vengeance.
The last of the communal riots which
even remotely may be suggested to
have occurred as a reaction to what
happened in Pakistan were the riots
of 1963-64 in Eastern India, in Cal-
cutta, Jamshedpur, Rourkela. It was
a frightening massacre, and even
Nehru c::ime to recognize the depth
of bitterness that existed between
the two communities; the recogni-
tion probably hastened his own

Gandhi's advent and his active pro-
motion of Hindu-Muslim unity did
make some impact on Hindu-Mus-
lim relations; but implicit in the
Gandhian approach were certain in-
built shortcomings, which were
among the immediate causes of par-
tition, and which in the long run
are still with us and continue to
make the Hindu-Muslim problem a
practically insoluble one.

10

Gandhi, with all his very genuine
love for the Muslim, with his total
freedom from fanaticism of the un-
pleasant sort, was still essentially
paternalistic in his attitudes-the
paternalism itsclf being an extension
of his worship of the Daridra N ara-
yan. The Muslim, the Harijan-
these were the downtrodden, the
most deprived sections of society.
Even the caste system did not arise
out of nothing. On the contrary,
it was only an organizational mani-
festation of a deeper malaise, a ma-

Jaise which was inherent in the very
nature of Hindu society. Gandhi
never challenged this, but only the
so-called 'abuses' of Hindu society,
without realizing that the abuses
were as much integral to Hinduism
as its more attractive, more .inspiring
aspects. (An elaboration of this
point may be found in the study of
ancient H.indu society made by Ko-
sambi). Gandhi was no. doubt ge-
nuinely attachdd Ito the cause of
I:-lindu~Muslim unity. Some of his
best friends were Muslims. One can
see how deeply offensive such a pa-
ternalistic attitude was for a people
who had after all ruled the country
for centuries, but who due to various
complex historical factors, were now
in the position of a minority depriv-
ed of practically every kind of power.
Gandhi was a shrewd political lea-
der who wanted to unite all Indians,
under the Congress and against the
British. It is only such a political
calculation that can explain his
espousal of a cause which he ought
to have known as not worth espous-
ing (the Khilafat) . But it was a
gesture. "Iswar Allah Tere Nam"

- was equally a gesture. And while
gestures are all right for a while, no .



sion,-whereas Upper India, where cul-
tural assim.ilation has been going on
for c~nturies, always excels itself in
communal savagery. A chastening
thought to th~se who most loudly
promote 'national integrat~on', all the
while having an exclusive and narrow
definition of 'nation' in mind.

Multi-national
The immediate cause of a commu-

nal riot are almost always trivial.
. Slaughter of a cow; music before a
mosque; occupat.ion of a dargah.
Even quarrel around a public tap is
known to havc started a communal
riot. But the immediate causes are
hardly relevant. Sufficient hatred
against each other is bottled up in
both the communities and one even
sometimes wonders why these things
don't happen even more frequently.
No doubt one can always piously
maintain: "Much can be saId on
both sides". But I believe that the
basic reason is the refusal of the
Muslims to accept the definition of
Tndian nationhood as postulated by
the Aryan Hindus. Ultimately, the
question to be fac'ed is: Are we a
multi-national State? And unless
one is completely won over by a view
of Indian history which maintains
tha t perfect social order was achiev-
ed in Puranic times, one has to ac-
cept that we are a multi-national
State. What are the pan-Indian
symbols, for instance, that we can
find in Indian history? Even Hin-
duism is understood and practised in
widely different forms in different
parts of the country. For a while, it
was assumed that the Brahmins
formed some kind of a pan-Indian
sub-culture. If personal experience
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and observation is any guide, I find
it .is not so, except in a purely ritua-
listic sense. One can argue that
even Islam-the supposedly tightly-
knit, fanatical, conspiratorial faith-
even this does not provide a pan-
Indian symbol, and even a compara-
tively unorthodox Musl.im from Ban-
galore would be shocked out of his
senses if he sees the way the As-
samese Muslim society is structured.

We are not a nat.ion, yet: not
yet, except in a purely administrative
sense. Perhaps, in the course of the
coming decades, a clearly distin-
guishable national identity might
emerge, reinforcing the merely bu-
reaucratic unity we have inherited
with something more solid, more
substantial. Right now, what keeps
the country going is sheer inert.ia,
and to a lesser extent, hostility to our
neighbours. It is not without signi-
ficance that we had to have 'aggres-
sions' in order to feel that we are
one. In course of time, Muslims
too, like other no'n-Aryan, non-Hindu
groups, will perhaps form part of the
'mainstream', contribute to and get
enriched by the Indian identity. But
unfortunately the forces at work
promoting an acceleration towards an
artificial emergence of an imposed
identity are strong. These forces,
not exclusive to the so-called 'com-
munal' parties, are . to be found
in the Congress as well, are essential-
ly intolerant of anything that smacks
the least bit of deviation from the
nexus of Aryanism. Thus, the de-
sire of the overwhelming majority of
the Muslims of this country to seek
the promotion of Urdu is seen as a
communal demand precisely because
it conflicts w.ith the claim of Sans-
kritised Hindi as the sale language,
not merely of Aryavarta, but of the
whole country.

Many are the problems of the
Indian Muslims, problems in the
ordinary sense of the term. Discri-
minationagainst them in employ-
ment, general ' economic backward-
ness, other problems which are not
peculiar to them as Muslims but
whkh they share with the majority

of the people of this country-land-
lessness, debt, disease, homeless-
ness, crime. But they have some
special problems as well, problems
peculiar to them as a community.
There are three of them. One, the
continuation of Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity as an essentially Muslim ins-
titution, particularly the overall con-
trol of it. Two, the recognition of
Urdu, not merely in theory as one
of the languages of this country, but
.in practice as well. Three, the ques-
tion of the modification of Muslim
personal laws. On the first two
counts, the Muslims have already lost
the battle, mainly because of the
lack of vigorous support they expect-
ed from the Government. And it is
only a matter of time before a uni-
form civil code .is adopted for all the
people of the country. While the
latter is a most desirab~e step
which would greatly benefit the Mus-
lims themselves, particularly the Mus-
lim women, and ought to have been
taken long ago, it is interesting to
'note that on this issue, the Govern-
ment of India seems to be unduly
sensitive to the opposition of extre-
mely reactionary Muslim groups to
the reformation of Muslim personal
law. On the other hand, on issues
where the Muslim cultural identity
ought to have been preserved and
encouraged (Aligarh and Urdu), the
forces towards the extinction of in-
dividual cultural .identities have been
allowed to prevail and succeed, not
without the active support of Con-
gress leadeI1ship. One recalls- the
extremely active role played.in the
anti-Urdu agitation in Bihar in 1967
(culminating in the barbarities of
Ranchi) by the State Congress lea-
dership, in active and open collabo-
ration with the Jana Sangh. Out of
such events, one presumes, 'nations'
are created.
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III
"Criminal"

By and large, the Hindus and
Muslims of this country distrust
each other. But the Hindus not
merely distrusts and fears his Mus·
lim fellow-c~tizen. The general view
of Muslim attitudes, Muslim 'de-
signs' held by the Hindus, is often
noth.ing short of Manichaean, the
powers of darkness naturally being
represented by the Muslims. The
Indian Muslim is held not merely
guilty of crimes in the past; he is a
continuing criminal, and is prepared
to go to any lengths to wound the
country wh~ch he considers both as
his own and as an alien land. The
fiendish cunning attributed recently
by Mr Jaya Prakash Narayan to
Indian Muslims (later mod.ified to a
section. of the Indian Muslims)
would seem to make them scarcely
human. So diabolic are those peo-
ple, so fanatical in their determina-
tion to hurt this country, that they
would willingly let loose a chain of
events which inevitably culminates
in the slaughter of .thousands of their
own people. Mr Narayan is hardly
what you might call a 'communal'
minded man; yes, some of his best
friends include Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan. But Mr Narayan was only
voicing an attitude which '~s fairly
common among the Hindus. Why
is it that the Musl.im is considered
such a monster? Why is it that the
Muslim society too is implicitly be-
lieved to be so tightly knit, so closely
structured and fanatical, that one by
definition excludes dissent from the
Islamic tdmperament? Scepticism,
self-criticism-these are seen as pe-
culiarly Hindu virtues, and the Mus-
lim by virtue of being a Muslim is
seen to be deficient in these enlight-
ening qualities. Is this really the
case? Part of the explanation for
such an attitude lies in the ethno-
centricism of the Hindu, a quality
which is not a stranger to the Mus-
lim community as well. After all,
practically all religions hold that their
respective weltanschauungs are- the

most perfect. The Hindu too is
convinced not merely of the superio-
rity of his social-religious order, but
also of its ultimate perfection for all
time to come. You name it, we
have it. Democracy? Of course, we
had it in ancient times. Rockets and
nuclear weapons? Pushpak and Pasu-
pa1tha Asthra. Since the Hindu so-
cial-religious order was complete and
perfect, other systems had to be by .
defin.ition deficient. The Muslim's
pe~uliar disability was supposed to
be the absence of an 'open mind',
a capacity for 'critical introspection'.
Much of this criticism would be
justified if we think of the Indian
Muslims. After all, the Indian Mus-
lims are genetically hardly different
from their H.indu fellow-citizens, and
by and large, they share with the
Hindus the same slyness, the same
apathy, the same kind of stupid cun-
ning that characterises both of _them
equally. In some ways, astonishing-
ly little impact seems to have been
made upon them by a millennium
of Islam. and the Indian Muslim is
very much in the 'mainstream', shar-
ing to a large extent even the mur-
derous predilections of his Hindu
brother. Even critical voices are.
being raised among Ind.ian Muslims,
some like Mr Hamid Dalwai's which
are so critical as to be self-defeating.
Muslim society too is passing through
great changes, some even revolution-
ary. Indian Muslim~ are. by the
sheer force of geo-political realities,
fast learning to accommodate them-
selves to a set-up where they are and
are going to remain a permanent
minority. ll1e Muslim society pas-
sed through all the phases that the
Hindu society passed through .in the
nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies: Cultural renaissance, aware-
ness of themselves as a Nation, poli-
tical struggle. The culmination of
this process was Pakistan. Most
Hindus think of it as a terrible tra-
gedy. No doubt the mutual slaugh-
ter that accompanied the birth of

-the nation was terrible. But in es-

sence, it has not changed'things a
bit, except that the administrative and
political control of certain areas of
the country is now exclusively under
the Muslims of those areas. The
same old class continues to rule
there, as well as here.

Whether the Muslims of this
country will be able to continue to
live with safety and security .in a lanel
where they have lived for generations
is a question that depends entirely'
upon whether we accept a multi-
national concept of the Indian State.
Here again, the geo-political factors
cut both ways. Sixty million Mus-
lims are a political reaEty, and no
amount of myth-making about the
glorious past will make them dis-
appear. India can never be a Hindu
State because it was never so. We
never had a 'national' identity, and
we do not yet have one. PerhaPS,
one might emerge, sometime in the
future. What is necessary in the
meantime is to include everyone in
our definition of the Indian, not
merely as a gesture, but.in actual
deeds; not stifle expressions of the
desire to preserve and spread indivi-
dual cultural identities, but encourage
them. This is necessary not merely
with Urdu and Aligarh, but with
other languages, other institutions,
other cultural habits. Sociologists
tell us that groups in Hindu society
have continually moved towards in-
creasing 'Sanscritisation,; perhaps it
is so; perhaps such a movement is
even inev.itable. If the latter: is the
case, there is hardly any need to
politically pressurize the process. But
as Imtiaz Ahmad has noted in his
article mentioned earlier, this trend
towards 'Sanscritisation' in Hindu
society is parallelled by an 'Islamisa-
tion' in'TIle Muslim society. Not
being a Muslim, I would not know
the specific ways in which this 'Isla-
misation' is' taking place among the
Ind.ian Muslims. If it means closer
interest in their past, in the history
and achievement of early Muslim
rulers, .it is to be most welcomed. If
is means isolation and withdrawal,
it would be a sad development be- -~
cause an isolated and demoralised

...



l\Jr SUBHAS BOSE,

Our agent at Alipurduar

it" as it did in Kerala in -1.959. The
P. C. Sen Ministry survived 1966.
Mr Promode Das Gupta should know
that it was not the 'matinee revolu-
tion', the peaceful satyagraha, that
brought about the dismissa~ of the
Ghosh Ministry. It was defectlOns that
did the trick. The city and some
other areas may burn, but as long
as the MLAs are able to fiddle in the
Assembly, everything will seem to be
all right in parliamentary politics.
This cynicism does not mean that we'
dismiss the people as a force. We
think that the politics of the sort go-
ing on now reduces the people to im
potence. Clash struggle is not cl.ass
struggle. This is not the sort of 111-

stability one urged.

But again, in terms of parliament-
ary politics, the CPI (M) should not
despair. Maybe, if it is forced out,
there ;Willnoli be a sustained mass up-
heaval in the State. Workers, pea-
sants and government and office em-
ployees may calI it a day much too
soon, but in the next, elections the
parties which are ganging up now
will have to pay a high price. The
militants may not sacrifice their own
interests and put up a sustained fight
for the Marxists, but they will v?te
for them.

Maybe this sort of, a prot,racted
parliamentary battle is the strategy of
the cpr (M). 'But tlime is a big
teacher and the people are no fools.
Among the ranks of the cpr (M) it-
self, there is an undercurrent of un-
rest.

However, all this speculation is
perhaps useless. The United Fron,t
w:ill 'perhaps quarrel along, ;more
heads wilI be broken, but the hoax
will continue. Dimitrov would turn
in his grave, but that is no great
matter. Or, maybe the UF will
break. If it does, it should at weekend,
so that we can cover the event in this

SANJOY

Franl{ly Speaking

BETWEEN the mi~term elections
and the declaratlOn of results,

Frontier published a plea for insta ..
bility. Jt was an appeal for a shake-
up of the status quo.

Much has happened since. Some
of it ,¥as exciting. Taking a leap
from Naxalbari (without the role
of the police of course) Mr Konar
went ahead with forcible seizure of
vested, and some benami, land, and
the land-hungry peasants ceased to be
somnolent. They have, report-s say,
developed a consciousness of. their
rights and ceased to be docile work-
ers of the j'ot'ewars. But politics be-
came too complicated for them, and
the inter-party clashes have been a se-
rious blow to kisan unity. Bengal has
seen quite a few militant peasant
movements-as was pointed out in the
series 'The Peasants of the Parganas',
bu (seldom such clashes between
groups of landless peasants. On the
working class front, fight for trade
union leadership is inevitable, but
since in many cases it' is not based on
principles and on unity against the
owners, the capitalists as a class are
not threatened.

If the CPI (M) is forced out of
the Min~tsry, what will happen is
not an onslaught on vested interests,
but an escalation of what one saw
in Narkeldanga-it will be a ruthless
fight, for a few days at least, be-
tween the volunteers of different
parties. And leo us calI a spade
a spade-without police neutrality,
the odds will be even. Some of ti l:

police are itching to 'tleach a few
persons a few lessons. They kno~,
after November 21, 1967, at the Bn-
gade Parade Ground, that they will
be safe.

And let us face the realit,y of r.ar-
liamentary politics in India-a mass
movement seldom leads to the fall of
a ministry, unless the Centre wants; I

14-H, Gopalapuram 1st Street,

Gopalapuram,

Madras - 6.

community would hardly be abie to
withstand pressures leading to total
disintegration. The ideal thing is for
these parallel developments to coa-
lesce and make for the emergence
of Indian identity.

There is also a contrary trend
operating among both the groups.
Liberalization, secularization, even
de-Islamisation among the Indian
Muslims. No doubt these trends
are not widespread, but in being ra-
dical departures, even individual ins-
tances acquire immediate and long-
term importance. Among the 'Hin-
dus' too, particularly among those
who are outside Aryavarta, there are
signs of de-Sanscritisation. In some
parts of the country, both processes
are simultaneously at work, as for
instance, in Assam. The only hope
is that out of all these conflicting and
contradictory pulls, an Indian iden-
tity might emerge, ne.ither Hindu
nor Muslim, neither _Brahmin nor
bania. Politically, it would have no
choice but to be a voluntary associa-
tion of different, but not conflicting
nationalities; then, and only then
will the communal problem be solv-
eel. History is hard and cruel.
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Mr A. KRISHNAMOORTHY,
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Uneasy at some unnerving and
close parallels, one re-read John
Reed's Ten Days That \Shook The
World, to get a feel of the glory 01
the October Revolution. This book is
still a masterpiece of reportage. One
sees the eagle of a man mastermind-
ing a revolution with a ruthless dedi-
cation and opportunism in the best
sense of the term. One sees great
anarchy all over the country, but the
steel will of a party irons it out,. But
--one hopes to be excused for this
lJlashphemy--compared to the Long
March of the Ohinese revolution.
aries, the October Revolution in it-
self was a bit of a brilliant brain wave.
What followed of course was different
The revolution started after it had
occurred.

About what' occurred, the ,anti-
communists have a different view.
They can go to hell. That's what
party men and fellow-travellers said
.-until 1956. Mr Khrushchev made
his infamous, secret speech, and com-
munism has never been the same
again. As a wit then put it, Khrush.

weekly. Monday to Wednesday is a
bad time.

'*' '*'
The writer of this article is no

reviewer of books. One of the
reasons is that he has almost
lost his power of memory. Some say
it is because of alcohol, - but absten-
tion does not help in ,all ,cases.
What he retains after reading a book
is a general impression. The Diary
of a Diploma.t (in Moscow 1917-18)
is quite boring in the sum total. The
French diplomat (this writer cannot'
remember his name) sees the Febru-
ary and the October revolutions al-
right, has some sympathy with the
ideals of both but loses his surface
faith, and is very cynical al)out the
heroism of the revolutionaries. He
sees people running away at the first
sight or sound of danger and 11:l~con-
tempt for the indiscipline cowardice
and anarchy of the times. The Rus-
sian character intrigues him. Aft.er a
shooting bout Russian soldiers' jump
into frozen waters to save a cat!
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chev has decided to award. the Stalin
prize to Koestler for his Darknes~
At Noon.

The daughter of the Generalissimo
has come out with her second book,
written amidst all the comforts and
sweet persuasions of her illew found
land. Svetlana's Twenty Let,ters lCtft
a different impression. But in her
second book she goes all out to de-
nigrate her father and the entire sys-
tem. The first book was written
after 1960 when she got valuable in-
formation abou t the great 'monster'
from her relatives. Why then did
she not come out, with some of it in
her Twenty Letters and why does she
pai\nt everything in black in Only
One Year? The plain reason is the
reaction o~ her guests and the rest,
of the bourgeois world to her ITwenty
Letters--'Daughter Defends Father,
Blames Beria' etc. This, it is clear,
did not suit her in the United States.
The way she goes about her new
business of attacking her father i1>

sickening.
The first part:! of her trip to and
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Book Review

American Imperialism

(b) The second contribution made

could under::·stimate the importance
of this lesson.

One of the more outstanding fea-
tures of Magdoff's work is its sweep-
ing compreheQ<:\iveness cQmbined
with mcticulous precision and a sharp
attention to detail. Each and every
assertion is supported by a wealth of
reliable facts whilst at the same time
being an integral part of a logically
reasoned argument. All this, done
w.ith remarkable lucidity and read-
ability, has served to raise and con-
tribute to the answer.ing of several
important and perplexing problems
.in the Marxist theory of imperialism.
Three of these points in Magdoff's
bo~k need to be highlighted in this
reVIew.

(a) The first concerns the impor-
tant question of the relation between
internal 'and external economic po-
licy-the critical but h.itherto neg-
lected subject in both. Marxist and
official economic theory. This ques-
tion seeks to determine not only
the size of foreign investment (which
comprises the central element of
imperialist domination) but also its
·s.ignicance for the domestic economy
itself. Having cleared away the
conceptual debris which has clustered
our understanding· of this relation-
sh.ip, Mr Magdoff arrives at the ines-.
capable conclusion that strategic
sectors of the domestic economy of
the U.S. are today inexorably linked
to a continuously aggressive foreign
policy. Having duly dismissed the
artifacts which deceptively posit an
"isolationist" domestic and an "ag-
gressive" foreign econom.ic policy-
that great anomaly in economic
theory-Magdoff rightly acclaims im-
per.ialist aggression on a world scale
as the true pedestal of the economy
of contemporary U.S. capitalism.

The step from viewing, say, Viet-
nam as an .isolated incident to see-
ing it as a part and parcel to the
gen~ral picture of U.S. aggression
throughout the modern world is for
many a very large one. It is these
people who have the most important
lesson to learn from Magdoff's efforts,
for nowhere in the Marxist scholar-
ship which is presently emerging in
the U.S. is this pos.ition held so per-
sistently and so .cogently as in The
Age ot Imperialism. Only those
who have completely lost touch
with the long and arduous tasks
wh.ich are before the American left

KEITH J. THOMPSON

THE AGE OF IMPERIALISM;
THE ECONOMICS OF US
FOREIGN POLICY
Monthly Review Press, 1969
By J?:arry Magdoff

IN his recent book, TIle Age of
Imperialism, Harry Magdoff

has produced an incisive work on
the nature and impact of American
imperial.ism on the modern world

-and, for this reason alone, it should
not go unnoticed. Not only is his
work a magnificent piece of Marxist
scholarship but also because of this
he provides a firm basis for the out-
right rejection of the numerous mis-
conceptions about recent events in
world affairs. .It is difficult to find
in recent literature (even amongst
so-called Marxist writers) an attempt
to formulate a coherent, consistent
and convincing presentation of the
true charac;;ter of imperialism as it .is
constituted by the U.S. today. Mr
Magdoff has resolved this great and
dangerous enigma Wh.ich turrounds
the topic and has laid bare the mons-
ter as it is; and in its nakedness the
reader finds a living demon which
is even more predatory than our
"leftists" in the U.S. could ever
imagine.

>II< >II<

No use remembering what Lenin
had to sayan a thing like lottery.
According to a good number of au~
thorities on Marxism~Lenini,m, not~
ably comrade Khrushchev, the world
has undergone a profound change
since the old masters analysed it. You
celebrate the birth centenary of the
great Lenin alright, but to tum to
Lenin for guidance would only show
what an antiquarian, if not obscuran~
tist, mind you have. Comrade Nam~
boodiripad must have taken into con~
sideration all the socio~economic fac~
tors and made his dialectical analysis
of the contradictions in Kerala so~
ciety ~fore he introduced State lot~
teries. The progressive UF govem~
ment of West Bengal did not lag be~
hind. Rather, the progressives in
Calcutta seem to have gone f~lfther
than their comrades in Trivandrum.
Far from being a closed preserve of
the State, lotte~y has now become in
a real sense people's lott~ry. In al~
most every street~comer of Calcutta
you will find young enterprising fel~
lows im"iting people to try their luck
by buying tickets worth five paise.
The prizes include wares like glasses,
soap~cases, tiffin~box and what not.
For the twenty tickets sold there is
only one prize. And the prize invit~
ably is a glass worth 20 paise. Blessed
is the winner.

stay in India, some of her Moscow
memories-is clever and interesting.
She knows whom to run down-
Dinesh Singh, Kaul, Benediktov, but
she shows some art in so· doing. But
from the moment of her arrival in
the United States she is insufferable.
All the Americans, both male and
female, are wonderful creatures, with
their comfortable homes and their
smiles. All Amerrcans look younger
than they are. All Americans are
free. Indeed it is a land of hope
and glory.
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What a woman I That th<,;daughter
of Stalin has turned out to be the
creature she is makes one think that
.something indeed went wrong with
the system.



by The Age ot -Imperialism involves
the nature of the connection of mili-
tary and political poticies with the
maintenance and promotion of im-
perialist economic relationships
abroad. Here we are presented with
the tap-root of U.S. political and
military decisions-not so much to
protect and enhance immediate pro-
fiteering but to guard strategic posi-
bons of control and influence
throughout the world; that is, above
all to protect and expand the area
over which U.S. imperial~sm may
freely exercise its economic power.
On what other grounds can the pre-
sent U.S. involvement in Vietnam
and the covert military involvement
in other parts of the globe be defend-
ed against the infinitely more pro-
gressive socialist societies of the
USSR, China, North Korea, North
Vietnam, and Cuba? On this score,
Magdoff's conclusion is incontestaole.

(c) A th.ir\l and final question
which is raised by Magdoff and
which needs to be briefly mentioned
here is that of the role of other
advanced capitalist nations in the
imperialist system. The advent of
large amounts of U.S. investments
in Western Europe in recent years
has been given by some as a sign of
a move from imperialism. For Mag-
doff "this view is of course unten-
able if one recognizes that antago-
nism .between unevenly developing
centres is the hub of the imperialist
wheel." In this light U.S. financial
and industrial penetration into
Western Europe is not accidental or
without purpose. The U.S. economy
is repatriat'ed directly with an im-
mense reservoir of consumer markets
and interminable trading channels to
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Africa, Asia, and South America
other than those which they them-
selves hold. All this is well docu-
mented by Magdoff and unfortunate-
ly true. But there is another as yet
unresolved debate which is related
to this question to which Magdoff
has not directly addressed himself.
Within the "hub of the imperialist
wheel" we are· told of the intense
competition amongst the developing
centres. The U.S. has been able to
maintain its dominance over other
metropolises by its sheer economic
strength compared with that of
France, Britain, or West Germany.
But it is important to realize that
the strength and dominance of the
U.S. is only relative to the weakness
of their competitors 111 Europe. A
realistic possibility which is . being
discussed mainly among European
Marxists is that of the present at-
tempt at consolidating European eco-
nomIC power as evidenced by the
linterna,tuonal concentra)ti~n( }of eco-
nomic power in the EEC. (European
Economic Community-the so-called
"Common Market") and the emer-
gence of supra-national . corporations
and the impact of this on the rela-
tive position of the U.S. in the capi-
talist world economy.

This is not the place to examme
the validity of such an nnage as a
description of the contemporary
scene but from the reviewer's point of
view, in the light of noticeable empi-
rical tendencies for a "united states
of Europe," it seems essential that
such a possibility bc assessed. If
such a possihility were not so imme-
diate or if the implications of such a
discovery were not so important for
the picture we are painting of revo-
lutionary potential in the "restern
world (not to mention its earth-shak-
ing consequences 111 the "third"
world) this possibility need not
bother us too much. The fact that
this large gap remains in what other-
wise is a truly important work I sub.
mit as its major limitation. It needs
to be added that I am comforted by
the fact that the theme of the multi-
national corporation has been the
subject of a series of editorials (H.

Magdoff and P. Sweezy) in the re-
cent issues of Monthly Review Ma-
gazine. Along these lines I anxiously
await more contributions from Harry
Magdoff and Monthly Review to the
Marxist theory of Imperialism.

Films From Archives

MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY

WHEN it first appeared in 1950-
51, Chhinnamul (directed by

Nimai Ghosh) created a legitimate
furore. Definitely, at that time it
did smell of something which was not
quite run-of.the-mill. The story of
the rootless refugees, men without
shadows, who came in search of new
roots, only to be disillusioned and
demoralised by the sordid game of
opportunistic politics, had a sharp
edge. Added to this was a boyant
enthusiasm of the creative team, a
kind of naive sincerity and an at-
tempt to do away with the star sys-
tem and to drag the camera into the
fields and the streets outside the arti-
ficial confines of a film studio. View-
ing this film after a gap of aboutl
twenty years, (it was recently shown
here by Calcutta Film Society) one
could always discem all those elemenM
but the reassessment leads to the ine-
vitable question-what is the h:ilInes-
sing of these energetic efforts for? It
.is a badly scripted, badly acted and a
technically primitive film. Bits and
pieces still stand out. The train jour-
ney from East Pakistan to India
with the changing landscapes inter-
cut with the tired, despondent faces
of the passengers, is really evocative.
Equally authentic are the shots of re-
fugee concent1rations in the stations,
done with a documentary fervour.
Some of the emotions are genu.ine,
especially the scenes with the old wo-
man who would not give up her moor-
ings and leave the ancestral home.
But on the whole the treatment has
gone wrong and the film lacks a co-
herent structure. The cameraJWork
is mostly amateurish, the editing has
been reduced to mere jbining of
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intended to make the film just a pUFe
light comedy. In that case, the film
has notl succeeded in living up to the
film-maker's intentions.

Secondly, I do not agree with
S.T.K. that pulp-fiction is never pon-
derous. Whenever this film deviates
from the comic path, and tries to
acquire a serious tooe, i,'t becomes
hopelessly out of ~epth.

Thirdly, S.T.K.'s ill-concejved gibes
on my remarks about the treatment
of sex in this film only show that
the nuances of such terms as "Sun-
day school" or, "mother-superior"
Ilave gone over his head. Satyajit's
portrayal of sex in this film is, as it
has always been, a pale, thin-blooded
and hush.hush affair lacking' the
vigour of a Bunuel or a German film
where the sex-act has a purifying
effect.

Fourthly, S.T.K. would not allo,w
Sekhar whom he considers an extro-
vert or Hari who "is not an intros-
pective type" or Sanjay who has in
his life "compromised with his prin-
ciples" _t'Ohave their' moments of
soul-searching because he does not
think they have any suffering at all.
But is suffering a monopoly of cer.
tain persons? Are we not all, how.
ever temperamentally different we
may be, assailed by doubt'S and tor-
ments at one time or other? In fact,
.all the four characters in this film
do have the pangs of loneliness but
this agony of their futile existence
has not come off thanks to the in-
effective visualisation of the basic
idea and we are left with a partially
enjoyable dish of broad comedy.

Finally, I have no qU,arrel with
S.T.R. when he accuses me of laziness
in not bothering about the "com-
plexity of either form or characters".
Indeed, T feel too lazy to bother about,
these elements which, I think, are
wmpletely non-existent in the film.

A FILM CRITIC

Calcutta

The publication of the two letters
by Mr Siddhartha Dasgupta and Mr

Aranyer Din Ratri

shots, tihe script has a heavy dose of
undesirable sentimentality and the
acting has failed to strike 'the at.
tlempted balance between stylisation
and a cool, deliberate underplaying.

Another film from the National
Film Archive of P,oona which has
been in the film 'society circuit is
Ruttman's Berlin Symphony of A
City, which is an imprcssionist.ic study
of the varying moods of a big, sprawl-
.ing metropolis. Through fast-moving
visuals and a rhythmic editing with
a remarkable sense of 'tempo and
timing, the film intierprets the city
life in the manner of a symphonic
construction with different movemFnts.
The structure is classic, a dawn-to_
dusk portrait of the city, but the pre-
sentation and the visual innovations
are really revolutionary, retaining
their force even today.

The other gem from the vaults of
tIle archive is a shorli compilation
film on Dadasaheb Phalke, the first
Indian film-maker. The early condi-
tions of film-making, the search for
finance, equipment and acting talent,
the days of hard sell and the rewards
of these pioneering efforts have been
collated with a true researcher's zeal
bv Satish Bahadur in this brilliant
st~dy wit,h snippets from Phalke's films
explained in a genuine silent film
style with tense titles.

Obviously, S.T.K. (Letters, Febru_
ary 7) in his zeal for building up a
case in favour of Satyajit Ray, has
failed to keep track of the reasoning
expressed in my review of the film
Aranyer Din Ratri. When I equate
this fi1m with Barjatri, I do not mean
to compare their qualities, technical
or ot'herwise; what I really iritend to
point out is that it is only at the level
of an amusing piece like Barjatri
that Satyaj'it Ray's film could be mo-
derately eli.joyable, though I have
doubts whether the film-maker ever

FEBRUARY 28, 1970
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Theory And Practice
The polemics in your 'Letters' co-

lumn are interesting and sometimes
more serious' in thought than your
comments. But the recent letters on
contradiction do not point out one
contradiction-the one bet!ween theory
and practice. The principal and
the secondary contradictions can be
found only through practice. Whe-
ther the CPI (ML) is taking the cor-
r¢t path, wheth~r annihil'ation of
j,otedars helps 'the formation of a
people's army can be appraised only
after a considerable period of appli-
cation of these theories in practice.
To what extent playing football with
the head of a killed class enemy
arouses class hatred can be estimated
by those who are engaged in the
action. What seems macabre to the
easy-going urbanites may look differ-
ent,ly to the impoverished rural pro-
letarians who live a sub-human life.
The young men _who are braving
hardships in remote and unknown
regions of the country with sincere
hearts and resolute minds will,
through practice, know what the real
principal contradiction is at present
and the correct path to their goal.

GOUR KrsHoRE MlTRA

Calcutta
R. S. G.

Calcutta

In his haste to <lit,tack, the Film
Critic {Dr his review of Aranyer Din
Ratri, S.T.K. (February 7) tends to
over-rate the most incompetent film
so far made by Satyajit Ray. I en-
tirely agree with the Film Critic that
the film is, if anything, a partially en-
joyable comic pi eve. Since the Bar_
j(ltri type comedy label is galling to
S.T.K. I think he considers this film
as a serious philosophical approach
to life and its problems. But he
equally refuses to accept a Film Cri-
tic's descrip-tion of it as the "story of
four :friends holidaying in a forest!
bungalow and indulging in bits of
soul-searching and self revelation"
May I ask S.T.K. to come out with
his genuine reaction to the character
of the film? Obviously he thinks
much of its "formal complexity and
density" although he has not 'elabo-
rated on these point's, only making
some casual, unsubstantiated and
sweeping comments. Technically,
this film is just an average product
with nothing much to rave about
and S.T.K.'s groping search for "com-
plexity of form and characters"
which, I believe, is completely non-
existent in the film ,is a very weak
defence.

ASSAM BENGAL RIVER SERVICE PVT. LTD.
POWER BOAT BUILDERS & ENGINEERS

26A, EZRA MANSIONS

10 GOVT. PLACE EAST,

CALCUTTA. 1

T. B. Mukherjee, one after the other
(February 21) is something like the
freedom of the Press with a vengeance.
While Mr Mukherjee assumes with
typical middle-brow humility that the

- creative experiments of an acknow-
ledged master in any art form deserve
to be judged by something other than
personal bias or individual task. Mr
Dasgupta soars into the realm of
cliche-ridden commentary in which a
fair critical approach is conspicuous
by i.ts absen,ce. Mr Mukherjee 'seems
to be indulgent to Ray while Mr
Dasgupta is profusely indignant. I
presume the editor is having a quiet
laugh at these two attitudes. I, as a
regular reader of Frontier) feel curi-
ous about the editor's assessment of
this latest Ray venture which, to me,
as yet a student, has been an int!rigue-
ing and often enjoyable experience
and provided me with a peep into
the complexities of many a modern
mind of today, depicted in all serious-
ness but with a veneer of light-heart-
ed cynicism, yet not devoid of subtle
analysis and commentary on the so-
cial .milieu we live in. It may not
be a masterpiece but is certainly a
modem poem in its form and- con-
tent, leading to a new frontier.

RUDRANGSHU MUKHERJEE
Calcutta



E A S·T ERN
RAILWAY

too ·have the j r

source· of pride-

t he modest Ektara

. for instance. For. its
on Iy string s t r ike s

many a profound note.

touchesmiJlions of hearts.
and Is a part of ovr

nat Ion a I her ita g e.

The allstere looking railway

track nestling into the country~

side is our pride. It has

linked the land. joined the

people and enriched the Ration.

AN
HUMBLE

PRIDE ...
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'. THE:-
PUBLIC SECTOR_

Every Indian-individually and collectively-is AN OWNER
of the Public Sector. Today, this Sector is worth over Rs. 10,000 !

crores-Rs. 3,500 crores in the manufacturing and commercial i

enterprises of the Central Government, and over Rs. 7,000 crores
In the Railways, the Posts and Telegraphs, the Ports etc. And it

plays a key role in the country's economy.
The Public Sector is helping our society to shed its

, 200 year stagnation and march forward.
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