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W ELL the lady has nQ intent~ion of stoo~ing to folly. The gyrations
at the Bombay AICC seSSiOn had theIr uses, but the budget is an

altogether differen~ proposidon. Mrs Gandhi continues ,,to travel the
straight and narrow path: it is ;a cautious-conserva(tive budget, and
there is certainly nothing in it to betray a hell.bent 'passion for socio.
economic re'volution, here and today. The stated increase in PYan
autlay by Rs 400 crores is somewhat anti.climactic after the recent fire.
works of promise. 'TIhis will be scarcely 1.5 per cent of the national
income; an any realistic assumptian about! the relationship betw'een
investment and autput, the resultant additional patential af growth far
the econamy would not passibly exceed one-half of 1 per cent:. And
that too an the supposition that prices would remain stable aver the
year.

But will they? Mrs Gandhi has leftl an uncovered deficilt af Rs 225
crores, which is to J;>emet by credit creation. She says that she has the
boldness of heart tb predict that deficit financing of this order would
cause no strain on prices, since agriculture is swinging and industrial
output too is once more on the ascell(!ant. Selective picking of fact's
is the prerogative of politicians; she could thus convenient'ly pass over
the phenomenon of a 7 per cent rise in thet whale,sale price index aver
the last twelve ;mont'hs despite imlustrial land agr.icultural recovery.
Besides, even though fhe general bias of the fresh impost& proposed by

, her is against' the filthily rich ones, an escalat'ion in the cost of living
following th<t rise in railway fares and freight, and in the prices af
kerosene, sugar, soap and similar items seems likely. A tight adminis.
trat'ion would keep the order of price increase consequent to! the increase
in levies with respect to such items within a non.outrageous limit, but
this has to be ruled out in the present context. The ioet effect might
therefore be that, in real terms, the proposed increase in Plan outlay
would be considerably less than the 1.5 per cent of nat'ional income as
per the nominal accounting.

If one were in a secular mood, one could even commiserate with
the Prime Minister. A rational budgetWmaking ,exercise, which could
promote the course of growth with stability, is a near.impossible assign.
ment, given that great unmentionable--the expenditure on defence. A
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nation with as low a per capita in.
come level as Rs 500 per annum, a
low rate of taxation, and as high a
level of defence expenditure as 5.5
per cent of the national incomel- can-
not afford the luxury of outlay for
development. Something has got to
give. If defence expenditure cannot
be pruned something else will be
hampered-such as development-
and something unwholesome has to be
introduced-such as inflation, squeez·
ing the poor. In Mrs Gandhi's bud-
get proposals, there is no abatement
of the insane trend to fritter away
resources on the chimera of defence.
Quite the contrary: defence expen-
diture goes up by Rs 37 crores on
the revenue account' and by another
Rs 11 crores on the capital account.
After Itibis, no defence contraqtor
worth his salt will fail to cough up
money for the Qbngress (R) party's
election kitty: there is no socialism
like defence-oriented socialism, never
mind if the people stay hungry.

After the diverse fiJreworks, a mild
gesture towards taxing urban property
was necessary to serve the interests
of minimum decency, and cutting
out the expense account of firms is a
gimmickry of the same genre. But
nobody will be fooled: what' Mrs
Gandhi taketh with one hand she
more than giveth back with the other.
Thus the structure of corporate taxes
has not been touched at all, and the
exemption limit for taxing income
from approved investments has been
raised further. Private industry will
now be reassured several times over
that, as usual, the judgment of the
Americans is correct: Mrs Gandhi
can be lived with.

Specifically, the tea and jute lobbies
ought to be the happiest'. The ex.
port duty has been completely taken
off from tea, and the duty has been
slashed substantially for jute manu.
factures. But the authorities are
likely to be in for a disappointment:
adjustment ~n lextpord dutiffi is a
game which several nations can play,
and the culmination may be an over-
all lowering of foreign exchange
earning for each and all with gain
for none. Unless certain under.
standings are first reached with
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neighbours like Ceylon and Pakis-
ta.n, surrendering fiscal possibilities
through reduction-or abolition-of
export duties may be an endeavour
of futility.

And yet', it would be grossly unfair
to lampoon, with exclusive relish,
Mrs Gandhi's fiscal declarations
while remaining silent about the
exploits-or rather, the non-exploits
-of the State governments. By now
all the States have revealed their bud-
gets for 1970-71. Such singularly dis-
mal 'exercises in negative .initiative
are rare to come by. That vast! un-
tapped reservoir of investible re-
sources, the wealth and incomes of
the rural rich, continues to be imma-
culate territory, and the Ce.ntre can
only watch silently. A nation attains
only that rate of growth which ir de.
serves, and for which it is .willing to
pay. In this country nobody bothers
to ask the poor whether they are will-
ing to pay for the sake of develop-
ment. It will be an irrelevant ques.
tion in any case, since the' where-
withal for making the payment' will
be missing in their case. But, even
among those with the capacity to pay,
the dominantl sentimen~ ps for let-
ing things slide, and, please, let there
be no taxes. It is little use trying to
tell them about the awesome syllog-
ism of the dearth of tax revenue pull-
ing back growth and pushing forward
the moment of acute social holocaust.
Who cares? At least, not the State
governments. And not even because
some of them may be surreptitiously
liking the culmination.

More On The Budget
Should one work oneself up over

the deceptions of parliamentary de-
mocracy or simply marvel at the
meaninglessness of parliamentary pro-
cedure? For all who cared to listen
to the radio news bulktins the budget
had been duly presented before the
Lok Sabha adjourned on Saturday
evening. Whether one liked it or
not, .Mrs Gandhi's performance was
over. One could only try to figure
out what it meant. But not so for,

our learned legislators. Had the Fin-
ance Bill been introduced exactly
according' to the prescribed form?
Mr Madhu Limaye, the great socialist,
thought not. For a fellow socialist
had apparently injected some con-
fusion in to the sacrosanct proceed-
ings. What could be a graver be-
trayal of the socialist cause than the
slightest technical deviaion from
May's Practice? So began a long-
drawn-out spell of shadow-box.ing.
The Congress (0), Jana Sangh, Swa-
tantra and SSP members were pon-
derously indignant. The Speaker,
apparently scared by the haunting
spectre of May, called an extraordi-
nary night session. Even Comrade
Hiren Mukherjee, true to such values
as he once imbibed from the British
and has fondly cherished since, drew
attention to the "default on the part
of the Chair". Others argued that
since the Finance Bill had not been
properly introduced there had been a
leakage of the budget proposals. Dr
Ram Subhag Singh and Mrs Tara-
keswari Sinha produced the receipt
for Rs 12 charged for ten litres of
petrol saying that the extra tax had
been illegally charged.

For the time being, it appears,
"the common man" was not very
close to their thoughts. In any case,
"the common man", for whom both
Mrs Gandhi and her opponents have
been passiug ~;leepness nights, would.
not have even understood what they
were arguing about. Prices were go-
ing to rise anyway. But the ,burning
question at the Saturday night ses-
sion of the Lok Sabha was whether
they should rise without Mrs Gandhi
having chanted a few formal words
earlier in the evening. What infan-
tile irrelevance! What a waste of
time and money in order to keep
up an unfunny farce! Hardly less
farcical than the solemn exchanges
b~tween Mr Ajoy Mukherjee and Mr
Jyoti Basu about the meaning of some
sub-section of some sub-clause of
the Rules of Business. At the end
of it all, of course, everybody was
forgiving, even relaxed and amuseq.
A pleasant diversion in the midst of
the Requisitionists' revolutionary
tribuhitions.
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Even the general prospect may not
be very unpleasant. Mrs Gandhi has
mollified Mr Morarj~ Desai by
pushing Scotch whisky farther from
the reach of the country's starving
millions, for whom Right hearts bleed
as profusely as those of the Left.
But, apart from Masani who is de-
termined to "educate publ,ic opinion"
on the "savage increase in direct
taxes", opposition seems somewhat
feeble. Mrs Gandhi has confused
economic .interests almost as adroit-
ly as she has introduced political con-
fusion. Why, eVCn cigarette prices
havc not gonc up as sharply as one
feared after thc Budget annOUllce-
ment. Many people with small .in-
comes are having visions of a magical
relief resulting from the higher .in-
come-tax exemption, little knowing

,perhaps that the rise in pr.ices may
be slow but it will be sure. In fact,
it is the poorer sections of the people
who are probably being led up the
garden path. Otherw.ise, there w uld
have been more persistent shrieks
from the Right. Whatever its poli-
tical 'touts I may isay;' no general
gloom has descended upon the hard-
headed private sector. Delusions are
created not only by parl.iamentary
practice but also by financial jugglery.
Wait for a little while more and the
cost of living will have gone up in
unaccountable ways. But by then
the Budget will have been passed and
the great leftist leaders left w'ith no
option but to acquiesce.in policies
they have not even begun to
comprehend.

Disunited Fronts

The employees of the West Bengal
Government never had it: so good,
The UF has been more generous to
them than to any other section of the
community. Their dearness allowance
rates have been raised i:o those of the
Central Government; in the process
a large chunk of the State's revenue
earnings has been mortgaged, while
welfare measures for the community
as a whole languish for paucit:y of
funds. Not satisfiled with this lavish
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do-gooding, the Government is now
about to implement the Pay Commis-
sion's recommendations for revision of
wages of its employees, as is clear from
Mr Ajoy Mukherjee's budget speech
in the Assembly. The Commission's
'recommendations are not unanimous,
but it seems the Government's incli-
nation is to implement those which
benefit the employees most. Once
again, this may have to be done at
the expense of the State's develop-
ment programme. There would have
been some consolation if the cm-
ployees had put some extra zeal in
their work as a token of their appre-
ciation of the windfall that the UF
victory has brought them. But their
will to work is declining in inverse
ratio to the mounting benefits. The
UF regime has practically been a pro-
tracted holiday for them, the only
sign of their activity being demons-
trations and meetings to "protect" the
UFo With about half a dozen such
demonstrations every month, no one
can accuse the employees of being dis-
loyal to the UF, though it appears
that they are trading their loyalty for
quick material gains.

In the State Assembly recently Mr
Jyoti Basu took umbrage at certain
members criticising what they
thought was an insatiable greed of the
government employees. He said it
was unfair to grudge them a raise as
their salaries were well below subsis-
tence level. At the same breath he
pleaded the Government's inability
to provide any relief to the unemploy-
ed, contrary to the UF's glib promise
in the 32-point programme. Only a
token allocation has been made in
the budget for this purpose. It seems
the UF is trying to disown responsibi-
lity for these millions of hapless
young people on the ground that the
unemployment problem has been
created by the policies of the COIl-
gress Government. Apparently, in
the UF's scheme of priorities the par-
tially starved get precedence over the
starving. The partiality is not with-
out reason; the government em-
ployees can be brought out in the
streets at short notice to demonstrate.
the mass support behind the UFo It
is natural that the Front should lean

increasingly on th!s limited set as it
becomes conscious of its growing
alienation from the people. But in
spite of the UF's massive generosity,
the Government employees are no
longer solidly behind it. The dis-
unity of the Front has caught up with
them, and like the UF, they also' are
split in two hostile camps. There had
been indications before, and the split
became obvious over last week's de-
monstration against the "conspiracy"
to break the UFo

1t is not the State Government em-
ployees alone who were divided on
this issue, though the division among
them was highlighted by unseemly
clashes in the Secretariat. The em-
ployees of the Central Government,
mercantile firms, and public ~md pri-
vate sector undertakings were also
affected; in short, Dalhousie Square,
~upposed to be the Red heart of the
city, has been ripped in two. This is
in line with recent trends overwhelm-
ing the mass fronts of the left. The
Kisan Sabha was split long ago; so
was the Students Federation; there
are almost as many peas",nt and stu-
dent organisations now as there are
left parties in the State. The Bengal
Provincial Trade Union Congress is
poised on the brink of a rift for quite
some time; a showdown over the
Guntur session has been avoided, but
the threat still looms large. The
Rashtriya Sangram Samiti, architect
of most of the historic bandhs of the
last three years, is no longer a united
body. With the split in the Twelfth I

July Committee the cup of disunity
is full. Gone are the days when unit-
ed movements of mass organisations
of the left were drawing into their
vortex even the anti-left. Instead of
bringing the left organisations toge-
ther, the UF has driven them apart;
the dissensions within the Front are
steadily corroding the unity of the
left, somewhat precarious always, on
the mass fronts. The UF had long
ceased to be an instrument of united
struggle of the people; it has now be-
come a carrier of disunity.

Our agent at Varanasi
MANNALAL DAS
D-35/321A Jangambari
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allowed to be enraged by the scan-
dalously high prices of drugs. The
fight between the Petroleum and
Chemicals Ministry and the drugs
and pharmaceuticals industry has
brought to light some other curious
matters which also deserve some
notice.

One reason for the high prices
of drugs, it is now known, is related
to the sales promotion activities of
the manufacturers. These activities,
in understandable language, consist
in publishing literature fdr the drugs
manufactured under brand names
and appointing medical representa-
tives for educating doctors about their
special features. According to the
Ministry, such sales promotion activi-
ties are not at all necessary if the
generic names of the drugs and not
brand names are used. The Jndian
Drugs and Pharmaceu ticals, a public
sector enterprise, has all along used
generic names and no representatives,
and has been going along strong.

The manufacturers however feel
that literature and representatives are
essential to explain the special formu-
lations of basic drugs to doctors. Not
that they have a particularly low
opinion of Indian doctors, who are in
fact export quality people of the
country. They have quoted, to es-
tablish their point, from a report of
a committee which invest.1gated
the question in. Australia and reveal-
ed that 97 per cent of the doctors
there admitted that they would not
know how, when and why to admi-
nister the drugs, without technical
services rendered by manufacturers.
Without the literature and medical
salesmen, the doctors would, in other
words, get lost!

Not that doctors are cheap today
in our country. On an average, of
the total cost of medical care, the
prices of drugs constitute only 13 per
cent; doctors' fees and hospital costs
represent the other 87.

Thanks to the drugs-literature-ad-
dicted doctors, there has been in our
country a quick proliferation of firms
manufacturing drugs. Pharmaceuti-
cal production, in India in 1947,
was estimated at Rs 10 crores. Today
it has reached Rs 200 crores. From

Of J?rugs And Doctors
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The attention of Dr Triguna Sen,
our Union Minister who wants to
specialise in ultimatums, has now
been directed to the drugs and phar-
maceuticals, industry. He' gave it ten
days to provide firm principles for
the fixing of prices.

It is not our purpose to' speculate
on the outcome of the ultimatum.
Neither does one feel particularly in-
clined to feel happy at the social
awareness of Dr Sen, who has been'

over the private sugar mills of the
State has been hailed as a socialistic
measure. Even those who shudder at -
the mention of the very word nation-
alisation have congratulated Mr Singh
on his bold step. The CPI too has
joined the chorus. Mr Singh, all
concern for the canegrowers, has been
vigorously persuading the Centre to
raise the minimum price to be given
to them by at least Rs 10 a quintal.
I-Ie is going to withdraw 3 per cent of
sales tax on fertilisers, the high price
of which increases the cost of sugar
production. '

In the background of the miserable
condition of the sugar mills and the
sugar moghuls, a condition which is
not at all a passing phase, the take-
over may not appear to be that socia-
listic. The Government will no doubt,
after the Supreme Court's observ~tions
on bank nationalisation, generously
pay the compensation; or in other
words, the choked moghuls will be
relieved of the liabilities at the cost
of the taxpayer. The depreciated
value of the private sugar mills has
been unofficially estimated at Rs 30
crores.

As is understood so far, Mr Singh
will give over the shares of the mills
to canegrowers with whom the Gov-
ernment will run the business. In
all probability the sugar moghuls will
come back' under the cover of cane-
growers, after the State cushions up
all the losses and liabilities. That
seems to be the gist of the sugar
manoeuvrings of Mr Charan Singh,'
the current CPI her(

U.P. Sugar Moghuls
The production of sugar in 1969-70

will be around 42 lakh tonnes. This
is seven lakh tonnes higher than th'e
1968-69 production, which itself was
a bumper. Normally, the stocks at the
factory are kept at 20 per cent of the
production. Last year the stocks were
13 lakh tonnes, i.e. 35 per cent, which
were carried over into this year's
stock. Allowing 3.5 lakh tonnes for
export this year, which is a doubtful
proposition, the carryover will be
be 19 lakh tonnes, i.e. 45 per cent of
the production. This is indeed a des-
perate situation, from whatever angle
one may see it, whether of the indus-
try, of the canegrowers or of the Gov-
ernment. The Government had re-
cently announced a 5 per cent cut in
statutory quota sugar, but with low
prices on the decontrolled plarket
having already; pushed internal con-
sumption to the maximum, low statu-
tory prices hardly had any effect. The
duties on sugar under the new bud-
get may well again reduce the volume
of consumption. Against this year's
international e.xport quota, which is
3.5 lakh tonnes for India, India has
been able to export only 1 lakh. The
'cost of production of sugar in India
is so high and the London daily price
at which India has to sell sugar
is so low that India has already in-
curred a loss of Rs 2 crores in selling
one lakh tonne of sugar and will
eventually, if she can export,the full
CJuota of 3.5 lakh tonnes, incur a loss
of Rs 15 crores. The industry will
hardly agree to shoulder the loss,
whicn will be certainly reimbursed
by the Government.

This is indeed a miserable situa-
tion. Particulary, in Uttar Pradesh
where the cost of sugar production is
comparatively high. It has been sug-
gested by responsible quarters that a
review should be made of sugar pro-
duction in the country to consider if
it can be restricted when it is so un-
economic. But that is perhaps un-
thinkable-it would cut across many
interests. '

l\1r Charan Singh's decision, right
a[ter flve days of Restoration, to- take



Common Man's,~Charter

SUBROTA SEN
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Struggle In I-Jaos

1'1' was the French who towards
- the end of the 19th century lumped

together the kingdom of Luang Pra-
bang, Vientiene, and Champassak
and called it Laos (the majority of
the people being of Lao origin) and
it was the Geneva Agreement (1954)
that' made the name familiar to the
world. That about sums up the
''''estern contribution to the emet:'
gence of a nation that has been fight-
ing for its liberation for over two de.
cades More than anything else her
geographical situation in the strategic
Indochinese peninsula, on the south-
ern rim ot Communist China, and
later as a buffer between the commu_
nist. North Vietnm and the American
neo-colony of Thailand has made
Laos figure prominently in the Pen-
tagon's strategic calculations in Asia,
making her a subject of ceaseless in-
terference and aggression.

The Japanese invasion of Indo-
China eluring World War II had
given, like elsewhere in Asia, an add.
ed impetus to the growing nationalist
movement. Lao Issara or Free Lao

, movement which came into existence
to fight against the Japanese and their
French collaborators and win inde-
pendence for Laos found enthusiastic
support from communists and other
progressive Laotians under the lead-
ership of Prince Souphanouvong. The
Prince personally led guerilla troops
against the French. But at the end
of ,'" orld "Var II a section of the
Lao Issara settled for an agreementJ
with the French which granted a sham
independence to Laos within the
framework of the French Union.
Prince Souphanouvong led his follow-
ers. to organize the Pathet Lao, or
Lao National, movement aiming at
the overthrow of the present Royal
Lao Government and its French mas-
ters. Assisted by the Vietminh in
their fight against the common
enemy the Pathet Lao relentlessly
pressed forward, bringing the French
and Royal Lao forces to the western
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tional trappings to being a part of
independent Uganda. Secondly, and
more correctly, to keep the people
aware of the UPC's centralism and
Buganda's separatism. The dispute
between Buganda and the kingdom of
Bunyoro over two 'lost counties' de-
,eloped into a coalition crisis when
the Government ordered a referendum
there according to the provisions of
the 1962 Conference. This led to the
dissociation of Kabaka Yekka mem-
bers from the Cabinet, although Sir
Mutesa remained a President of no
consequence. The next challenge to
abate's leadership came from his own
party. And there was also a plot to
overthrow him in which a foreign
mission was involved. Obote could
survive these crises because o~ the
popular support he enjoyed. The
young army officers had also confi-
dence in him. In abate's words:
'It was only when the Army refused to
overthrow me that the old Uganda
ended and the new Uganda began.'

Uganda's preoccupation with survi-
val as a united country did no permit
her to either experiment with new
forms like Tanzania or concentrate
on economic development. Does
Obote's recent proclamatio~ represent
a fundamental ideological shift? He
is modest enough to say that the Com·
man Man's Charter is only an attempt
to put Uganda's national progress in
perspective by stressing non·material
values. For this the means of produc-
tion and distribution should be so-
cially owned. But the prospective
foreign investors could still smell reo
dolence in some of Obote's recent
speeches welcoming them to set up
industries,

to say anything about the price struc-
ture. Since the prices of commodities
have since 1952 risen 211 per cent
and of drugs only 136 per cent, it is
its considered opinion that medicine
prices are not at all high. In the
same breath, it talks of wonderful
achievements in technology, which,
one would have thought, lower costs.
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1£ President Milton abate's deci-
sion to move towards tlle left and de-
claration of a Common Man's Char-
ter have not attracted the same world
attention as the Arusha declaration of
Julius Nyerere or the Mulungushi
Reforms of Kenneth Kaunda, it is
because Uganda's shift has been more
in the nature of emulation. Tqe rea-
son [or Obote's postponement: of
more fundamental economic prob-
lems is not difficult to find. Eradicat-
ing the colonial legacy, which had the
potential of plunging the country in-
to a bitter civil war, took a period of
seven years. This would have gone
on further but for the deft handling
of a complicated situation by the
'gentle' revolutionary, Obote. The
Uganda Peoples Congress could not
be happy with the Constitution which
the British gave the country at the
time of independence. But as the
OPC had already struck an alliance
of convenience with the Kabaka
Yekka (the Buganda tribal party) to
keep the Democratic Party out of
power, Obote decided to mark t~me
to scrap the Constitution which gave
federal status to Buganela and quasi-
federal powers to Bunyoro, Ankole,
Busoga and Toro. There are two
opinions about Obote's move in creat- .
ing a situation which enabled the
Kabaka, Sir Edward Mutesa, to be-
come the President in 1963. First, to
reconcile Buganda with all its tradi-

almost scratch, 2,300 fi.,lrms have
mushroomed 'in this country. An
astounding growth of native know-
how indeed. And an astonishing
growth of native suckers too.

The industry however does not
think that the prices of drugs are too
high. Its argument, of course, is of
the known brand. It would not like

SUNIL KUMAR MAHANTA



limit af the cou':ltry. By the time the,
contestanLs met at Geneva in 1954 an
extensive area in the narth-east af
the cauntry had been liberated and
were under the effective cantral af the
Natianal Resistance Gavernmenjt
headed by Sauphanauvang. The fact
that the Pathet Lao. settled far far
less than they f ~ct)lall:y con tfO'lled
was largely due to. pressure exerted
by the socialist cauntries eager to.
conclude a peace. The agreement
reached at Geneva pravided far the
regraupment and integratian af the
Pathet Lao. into. the natianal cammu-
nity and the return af the Haua Phan
and Phong Saly provinces (at the
time under the gavernment af Na-
tianal Resistance) to. rayal autharity.
N atianal electians were scheduled to.
be held by August 1955 but before
that the interests af the Pathet Lao.
wauld have to. be specially represent-
ed in the administratian af thase
twa pravinces.

But right fram the beginning im-
plementatian af the agreement ran
into. raugh weather. That the Rayal
Gavernmen~ under Premier Katay
Sasarith wauld frantically try to. de-
prive the Pathet Lao. af their due
share was hawever no. wander. Ever
since 1950 when the U.S. signed an
aid agreement' with France and the
Assaciated States (Vietnam, Laas and
Cambadia) af Indachina, American
inHuence aver Vientiane had been
steadily maunting. In fact the Rayal
Lao. army was a direct praduct af
U.S. baunty, ever since maintained
and equipped by them. The U.S.
embassy at Vientiane Ifelt, and so.
did Sasarith, that to. admit the Path~t
Lao. into. the gavernment was
tantamaunt to. inviting a cammunist
take-aver. In August 1955 electians
were held. all aver Laas save the pro-
vinces af Haua Phan and Phong Saly
and wi;thaut Pathet Lao. :par't~cipa-
tian.

Premier Sauvanna Phauma who.
came to. head the new gavernment
was hawever mare canciliatary ta-
wards the Pathet Lao.. After pra-
tracted negatiatians it was \ finally
agreed in Navember 1957 that twa
af the Pather Lao. leaders wauld be-
came ministers af the natiQnal unian
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gavernment, the twa pravinces wauld
be returned to the government and
supplementary elections would be
held in which the Pathet Lao would
participate as Neo Lao Hak Xat (Pa-
tJriotic Laotian Frant). The result
of the electians held in May was ra-
ther traumatic far the right-wing and
sa-called moderates. Despite the slan-
derous campaign against the Pathet
Lao. as agents af Narth Vietnam they
tagether with their ally Santiphab
(Peace) party, palled aver half the
vates cast and wan 62 per cent af
seats. Even the anti-communist cam-
mentatars were farced to admit that
"Pathet'Laa victaries accurred n(~t
anly in areas recagnized as its strang_
halds but also rather Ulnifarmly
thraughaut the cauntry." Washing-
ton promptly reacted by suspending
all ecanamic aid to. Laas. Seated by
talis swing to. the left, anti-cammu-
nists af all hues rallied round twa
newly formed palitical parties 'Ras-
semblement du Peuple' (RPL) and
'Camite de la Defense des Interets
Natianaux' (CDIN). The latter par-
ticularly was a direct creation of the
CIA which was operating under the
cover af the 'Pragram Evaluation
Office'. As the Geneva Agreement
prevented fareign military training
far Laas this particular office was run
by "retired" military persannel who.
were afficially described as civilians.

'Vietminh Invasion'
These twa parties ganged up and

a gavernment was ins~alled headed
by RPL leader Sananikane. Nat
only was the Pathet Lao. kept aut af
the Cabinet but' the American-train-
eu, American equipped army tried to.
suppress the Pathet Lao. foices. In
late 1958 Pather Lao. reopened
guerilla operatians. Beaten by the
Pathet Lao guerillas, Sananikane
~tartedcrying abaut"Viet!minh in-
vasian" and saught U.s. intervention.
Even the Security Counci:l sub-.com-
mittee reported after investigating the
facts supplied by the Laotian gav-
ernment that "the ,ensemble of in-
formatian .. did nat clearly establish
whether there were crassings af the
'frontier by regular traaps ali the
Demacratic Republic of Vietnam."

Failing to. suppress the Pathet Lao.
militarily the RPL-CDIN graup again
turned to. palitical deceptian. In
1960 they agreed to. allaw the NLHX
to. participate in the electians. Ar-
rangements this time were faalproaf.
The electians resulted in a "crushing
victary" af the RPL-CDIN coalitian
with not a single seat for the Pathet
Laa! While the electians were tak-
ing place Prince Souphanouvong and
his assaciates were put behind
bars in Vientiane. Saan after the
electians, hawever, they escaped to.
their jungle hideaut in the narth-
east, and intensified attacks an gav-
ernment pasitians. Liberated areas
were steadily expanding.

Hardly had the RPL-CDIN coali-
tion formed a gavernment in Vien-
tiane when Captain Kang Le and his
Rayal army paratraap battalian stag-
ed a caup d'etat and pra-American
ministers were swept off. Although
Kang Le himself was American-train-
ed he considered the Americans to.
be the principal abstacle to., Laatian
neutrality and formatian af a nation-
al gavernment. Kang Le set up a
new government headed by Prince
Sauvanna Phauma which excluded
Pathet Lao. but included their ally
Santiphab. General Phaumi Nasavan,
darling af the Americans w1'ta com-
manded the Rayal Lao Army, and
Prince Baun Oum, anather notariaus
U.S. lackey escaped to. Savan,nakhet in
the Sauth and set up their head-
quarters. The CIA started airlifting
huge amaunts af arms and munitian
to. Savannakhet. Faced with Ameri-
can-backed attempts to. aver throw his
gavernment Premier Souvanna Phau_
rna entered into. negatiatians with
the Pathet Lao. The Americans stap-
ped the trickle of ecanamic aid that
still Hawed to. the government~ at
Vientiane and brazenly demanded that
Sauvanna Phouma break off talks
with Pathet Lao. At American in-
sistance Thailand impased an ecana-
mic blackade, cutting aff the supply
of vital praducts like faadstuff and
fuel. Finally in December, 1960 Ge-
neral Phoumi N asavan marched ta-
wards Vientiane. Premier Sauvanna
Phauma exiled himself into Camba-
dia and Kang Le's troaps retreated to
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the plain of Jars. Massive flow of
American military aid notwithstand-
ing, Pathet Lao battered the' forces
of N osavan and extended their con-
trol over half the country. The only
way the Americans could avoid a dis-
astrous defeat was either a full-scale
American commitment! or a political
compromise. The first course would
not only have resulted in a direct
East-West confrontation but was
bound to produce strong reactions at
home. Khrushchev took special in-
terest in helping Kennedy out of the
mess he had landed himself in. The
result was the Geneva and Zurich
agreements {or (1961-62) putting an
end to the Laotian conflict.

Humiliated on the battlefield Ge-
neral Phoumi N osavan and Prince
Boun Oum finally agreed to a settle-
ment' with neutralist Souvanna Phou-
ma and the Pathet Lao. A coalition
government with eight portfolios for
the neutralists and four each! for the
rightists and Pathet Lao was to be
set up .. Laos, it was agreed by all,
would "not allow the establishment
of any foreign military base on Lao-
tian territory, nor allow any country
to use Laotian territory for military
purposes or for the purpose of inter-
ference in the internal affairs of other
countries." The Americans alSo
agreed to withdraw all troops and
personnel in the shortest possible time
and in future to refrain from the use
or threat of force, or direct or indir-
ect interference which might impair
the peace of Lao. All this sounded
really fine. But as it! had happened
so often in the past, implementation
of the agreement proved to be an-
other matter.

(By June 1963 ithe Americans re-
moved only GOO of their 1600 mili-
tary personnel in Laos, the rest be-
ing left under sundry diplomatic and
civilian capacity. \Ameri/:'an 'planes
~oon start'ed airlifting Nosavan's
troops to the Plain of Jars. Mean-
while one neutralist mini~ter dose
to the Pathed Lao was assassinated
in April 1963 and the lives o,f other
Pathet Lao ministers were threaten-
ed. Again Prince Souphanouvong
together with his associates slipped in-
to their mountain stronghold of Sam
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Neua. Guerilla warfare flared up in
hill ",wi,ng. iThrowing tfhe Geneva
and Zurich agreements to the winds
the Americans continued 'channelling
arms not only to the Royal Lao
army but, also to the "neutralist"
army of Kong Le. A section of Kong
Le's troops led by Colonel Deuane
Sissipath broke off to form a patriotic
neutralist force to fight against the
American-backed royalists and "neu-
t'ralists". The joint forces of the
Pathet Lao and the patriotic neutra-
lists have since been continuing their
fight against the puppet forces of
Vientiane.

War of Aggression
In the years that ~lapsed since

1963 the war has far outgrown its
original scale. With increasingly dir-
ect American part1icipation' in the
war the difference between the right-
ists and the "neutralist" premier,
Souvanna Phouma, has been wiped
out. The civil war has tUrned into
a full-scale American war of aggres-
sion and the Vientiane-controlled
zone has become an American neo-
colony. William Warren, reporting
{rom Vientiane (New York Times,
\'\Teekly Review, January 4, 1970),
writes that "there are by official count'
I(what mdst people here regard jas
very conservative) slightly more than
20,000 Americans, including depen-
dents, in Laos .. ,The majority of
these are supposedly working for the
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), an
organization that in Laos includes mi-
litary as well as other kinds of aid,
though many of them undoubtedly
have duties not' covered in official job
description." Laos is now the largest
per capita recipient of U.S. foreign
aid without which theVientiane Gov-
ernment cannot survive a single day.
Americans are now, writ1es another
correspondent from Vientiane, "arm-
ing, training, supplying, transporting
and directing approximately 70,000
Laotian troops" (Far Eastern Econo-
mic Review, January 1, 1970). Ac-
cording to the same report, catgo and
military supplies-as well as person-
nel-are ferried throughout Laos by
Air America and Continental Air

Services, private charter firms under
contract to the U.S. Government. They
are better known as the "CIA Air-
lines", and most' of their pilots are ex-
air force officers. To cap it all Ameri-
cans have been bombing the liberated
areas for over five years in the name
of plugging the so-called "Ho Chi

, Minh: trail" al]eged~y mnning/through
eastern Laos. The purpose is to
empty the sea of people so that
guerilla fish cannot· swim. And ac-
cording to American estimates, some
GOO,OOO Laotians have been rendered
homeless by American bombing, not
to speak of the number killed and
maimed.

But neither could the heavy dose
of American 'aid' stem the rot that
set in Vientiane administration nor
could the American bombers and
Special Forces win the war for Sou-
vanna Phouma and his royalist friends.
By the end of 1968 the whole of the
north and the Plain of Jars in cen-
tral Laos were controlled by the Pa-
thet Lao. Even the rest of the coun-
tryside in Laos was hardly safe for
the Vientiane administrators. "The
writ of the government", as Ambassa-
dor Galbraith summed up in his
Joumal, "runs only as far as the air-
port." Since the Plain of Jars was a
traditionally neutralist zone its con-
trol by the Pathet Lao and their
ally, Patriotic Neutralist! Forces, held
the prospect of a change in the ba-
lance of forces in case of a revived
coalition. The whole of 1969 wit-
nessed frantic American efforts tb
nibble away at least the Plain of Jars.
In April "government forces occupied
Xieng Khouang" '(in the Plain of
Jars), reported T. D. Allman from
Vientiane (Far Eastern Economic
Review, June 5, 1969) "only a,£ter
American jet's had levelled the town
and napalmed its fleeing defenders."
But in late April the Pathet Lao and
Patriot1ic Neutralist Forces not only
recaptured Xieng Khouang but drove
on further west and captured Muong
Soui, the last stronghold of the Ame-
rican-backed "neutralists". Faced
with this rapidly deteriorating situa-
tion in September Thailand-based_
American air force resorted to inten-
sive bombing, the heaviest in Laotian.
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FROM A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

View from Delhi
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Bill. The Opposition is attempting a
technical knock-oub as a substitute for
a major 'battIe in Parliament. But
what remains to be seeh now js how
the "sarkari" parties would rationalise
their support to the budget which
leaves the corporate sector untouched
and dares not go anywhere near the
kulaks. All the brave talk of taring
agricultural wealth is no longer there.
What exactly constitutes anti-people's
tax measures in the view of the two
communist part.ies is hard to define
and as long as the definition is open,
these parties can ratjonalise their sup-
port to the Government and embrace
martyrdom in the next elections.
The DMK has opened a new front on
the language .issuc to keep the pot
boiling in Madras and can hope to
win the electjons even without. its
traditional allies this' time.

But then, is the Congress (0) -Swa-
tantra-Jana Sangh alliance reconciled
to stayihg in opposition until Mrs
Gandhi chooses to dissolve Parliament?
The fear of a mid-term election has
been holding Mrs Gandhi's following
together and the defections expected
in favour of the Congress (0) have
1l10tmaterialised largely because of the
initial succ,ess of the Congress (R) in
its Uttar Pradesh and B.ihar mano-
euvres. But if one or both of the
improvised ministries in these States
crash when Parljament is still in ses-
sion, the next swing in the see-saw
battle would begin.

The Congress (0) 's strategy is still
imprecise but what jt seems to have
in mind is not a mid-term election
(though Mr Kamaraj would favour
one) but a minorjty ministry in the
place of Mrs Gandl1i's at the Centre.
Suppose a hundred MPs from her
party choose a leader of their own and
the Congress (0), the Swatantra Party
and the Jana Sangh back it ...

The two communist parties have

Budget Day

THERE is no crisis atmosphere yet
in Parliament. Everything has

conformed to the predjctablc pattern
and the Congress (0) has not advan-
ced an inch towards its toppling objec-
tive. The non-government parties
tried to ambush Mrs Indira Gandhj
over the use of the institutjon of
Governor an'd its powers, for party
ends. The CPI, CPI (M) and DMK
bailed the Government out. Every
Government has used the Governors
to subvert constitutional processes and
those in the Congress (0) who trjed
to make an issue of it last week had
defended such political guerilla war-
fare in the past. But the two commu-
n.ist parties, which had been the
victims of the Governor's discretionary
powers based on .factors wholly sub-
jective, would not be parties to the
overthrow of Mrs ,Gandhi's govern-
ment, on grounds of conscjence one
presumes.

Nevertheless, the Opposition mana-
ged to pull the alarm chain and the
railway budget which ran over the
passengers was a virtual non-starter.
It was not Mr Nanda's budget in any
case because the Railway Board old
guard had prepared it, with the care-
taker Railway Minister, Mr Gobinda
Menon in hospjtal. Mr Nanda did
not know what the budget proposals
really meant until he read all about
it as interpreted in the morrow's news-
papers. The railway budget represents
the first major resource mobilisat.ion
effort in four years and there is little
doubt now that it is going to be shot
down. Intra-party opposition would
force Mr Nanda into a compromise
and the Opposition would claim the
credit for it.

The general budget was also a re-
source mobiusation effort of sorts.
Mrs Gandhi, in her amateurish role
as Finance Minister, cc;>mmjtteda faux
pas forgetting to move the Finance

\

history, of the Plain of Jars, virtually
depopulating this major populatioil1
centre inhabited by 150,000. The
Pathet Lao forces made a tlactical re-
treat allowing the CIA.trained and
equipped Armee Clandestine of Ge-
neral Vang Pao to take l:""ld of the
ruins. But the Laotian puppets knew
better than anyboy that it was going
to be a pyrrhic victory. So in a des-
perate effort to deny the Pathet Lao
the possession of the Plain of Jars the
Americans early this year hurriedly re-
grouped the remaining population in-
to' a kind of strategic hamlets and
turned the area into a free-strike zone
for B-52 bombers. According to a
London Times report, the B-52s have
been flying as many a~ 10 missions a
day and one mission involves between
5 and 12 aircraft, each capable of
carrying 30 tons of bombs. But these
massive assaults notwithstanding, the
Pathet Lao has swept off the govern-
ment forces and their American and
Thai supporters from the whole of
the Plain of Jars. At this writing
they are reportedly besieging Long
Cheng, the most important military
base and CIA headquarters south of
the Plain of Jars.

It does not at' alI come as a sur-
prise that at this hour of disastrous
defeat for the Americans the reac-
tlionaries everywhere would start cry-
'ing themselves hoarse about ' the
"N orth Vietnamese aggression" in
Laos or the 'responsible' members of
the International Control Commis-
sion who had so long been sleeping
over tlhe brazen acts of American ag-
gression would suddenly feel very
much concerned and wake up to their
duty of maintaining peace and neu-
trality in Laos. All this hue and cry
would not deter the Patlhet Lao from
completely liberating the country.
Several times in recent history, they
have won the war and lost the peace.
Wiser by experience they would be
wary of any "peace move" peddled by
Moscow, Washington or lesser capi-
tals.
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communist parties' and the PSP have
got the worst of the bargain. The
SSP is for an alternative ministry at
the Centre to forestall dissolution of
Parliament. Meantime Mrs Gandhi
is trying to 'find herself a new role
through new slogans like higher
growth rate and justifying the budget
in the name of the imperatives of
growth which remains stunted des-
pite the budget.

March 1, 1970

Raja of Ramgarh. President's rule,
imposed on July 20, ended on Feb,.
ruary 25, 1969, after the mid.{term
poll.

But Bihar. faced a rough situation
as the election results were neither
in favour of the Congress nor the
'like-minded' non-Congress parties.
In February lasti, the party position
in the 318.member House was:
Congress-1l4, SSP-53, .lana Sangh
-35, OPI-25, PSP-17, Janta Party
--14, All-India Jharkhand-ll, .Lok
'lIantlfic Congress--9, IHuil Jhar.
khand-7, BKD-6, Shoshit Dal-6,
CPM-3, Swatantra-3 and Inde-
pendents-17.

With this iset.Jup any ministry
could not last long and the Con-
gress-led coalition of the Congress,
the Swatantra, the Janta Party, the
Shoshit Dal and ithe Jharkhand
·Party fell like a house of cards after
114 days. Then Mr Shastri (LTC)
managed to form a SVD govern-
ment, which was ioined bv the
tTC, the IJharkhand, the Shoshit
Dal, the BKD and independents
plus some defectors. Four all.India
parties.-the SSP, the PSP, the CPI
and the J ana Sangh-supported it
while remaining outside. The CPM
had declared the ministry "an un·
principled' alliance bet·ween purely
opportunistic part.\es." But alas this
ministry also proved a nine-day won-
der and President's rule was imposed -

Bihar

through in the Fourth Plan, and one
or two places in the Cabinet, which
Mrs Gandhi would agree to. Mean-
time, its language demand could em-
barrass both the Congress (R) and
the Congress (0) .

State-level part.ies like the DMK,
the Akalis and the BKD have greater
manoeuvrability in the confused phase
of caretaker politics while the all-
India part.ies are foundering. The
middle parties like the SSP, the two

FROIITIER

N. K. SINGH

Return Of the Native

THE political situation in the
State has turned a full circle

during the course of one year. The
Congress is back in power, albeit
with a different type of backing.
The native has returned. The king
is dead. Long live the king.

After seven and a half months of
horse.;trading betwe'eIJ1'varlious! polio
tical parties, on February 16, a Con.
gress-led coalition Ministry headed
by Mr Daroga Rai, leader of the
Congress Legislature Party, and sup·
ported by a six-party alliance was
installed. Other partisans are: the
CPI, the PSP, the BKD, the Shoshit
Dat the Jharkhand Party and a
good many defedors.

This is the seventh ministry after
the fourth general election and the
third after the mid-term 'eledtion.
The first non-Congress UF headed
by Mahamaya Babu fell after ten
months as a result of heavy defec-
tions and a Shoshit 'Dal Ministry
was formed under the leadershi p of
Mr Satish Sinha for three .days only
-unique in the history of parlia-
mentary democracy-just to induct
Mr MandaI into the Assemblv
through the back door. Some of
the important Congressmen crossed
the floor and Mr MandaI went after
46 days. The leader of the fourth
ministry, Mr Ehola Paswan Shastri,
resigned after 96 days on June 26,
1968 following differences with the

set their pnce for support to. the
Congress (R) -.the abolition of the
fundamental right to property as dis-
tinct from the mere' right to property.
It is alright as long as it was a slogan
l;mt the Congress (R) may face its
moment of truth soon. The kulak
support ~t is getting at the middle
level would be lost and how many
·MPs would defect on this issue is
anybody's guess. One cannot help
the feeling that it is just a slogan with
the two communist parties and if
they mean it seriously they should
have set a firm deadline for passing
Mr Nath Pal's Bill.

Hindi
The DMK has spelt out its own

price, under political pressure within
Tamil Nadu. Mr Kamaraj has been
queering the ~tch for the DMK and
it is forced to resurrect the language
issue much to the discomfiture of the
Prime Minister's a.ides who have been
claiming that the Hindi issue no
longer ex.isted because the DMK did
not think it existed. The DMK had
to hedge its support to Mrs Gandhi
at least ·as a tactical manoeuvre, to
refute the charges that it' had sold it
self down the Cauvery. What Mr
Anbazhagan wanted was the restora-
tion of the pre.•1965 position when
Hindi was not the sale offi-
cial language of the Union. The
demand fits in well with the DMK's
time-table. If the issue is raised now
and kepCalive till 1972, it can hope
to win the elections without much
effort. If by any mischance, the de-
mand is conceded (an extreme impos-
s.ibility) before 1972, is would help a
hands down victory at the polls. As
a pressure tactic, it is good and the
DMK can give the country the im-
pression that it .is holding Mrs Gan-
dhi's ministry on a short leash, while
negotiations for a coalition govern-
ment at the Centre can go on. Mr Ka.
runanidhi's demand for greater State
autonomy and a federal set-up at the
Centre just do not mean anything be-
cause the Tamil Nadu Chief Min.is-
ter does not mean anything. All he
wants is his price for support to the
Government at the Centre-the Salem
steel plant, which JS likely to go
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A Retrograde Step
The first step of the 'progressive'

government has been to stay the
notices issued to farmers under the
Agricultural Income Tax Act. There
is general apprehension that the stay-
order would continue for an indefi-
nit:c period. A policy to exempt
small farmers from the .incidence of
the agricultural income-tax is under-
standable. But a blanket-order stay-
ing all taxes on new assessees can only
be interpreted as a surrender to vest-
ed pressure groups who continue to
threaten every government in Dihar
with the withdrawal of electoral sup-
port if their self-interest is hurt.

Ironically enough, the CPI has
supported the decision. After all, the
fifth general election is not too far.
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emerged stronger than before. And
the timing-on the eve of Pal.ia-
ment's budget session-could not
have been better.

In Bihar, the principal preoccupa-
tion of the MLAs has now shifted
from ministry-making to minister-
making. No less than two dozen
legislators along with their support~rs
have gone to New Delhi to press their
respective claims. The game of poli-
tical rivalry is in full swing and
every member is tirying to forestall
another's claim so that he himself
might be included in the ministry .
Besides individual efforts, claims are
being made on the grounds of caste,
community and class.

Fall of the Rai Ministry is inevi-
table; it is the writing on the wall.
But when? Perhaps the day the d.is-
tribution of porlfolios .1Sfinished, the
Government too will be finished.

on February 4-5. The Committee de-
cided by a bare majority of one to
go ahead with the formation of the
SVD. Mr Inder Kumar, deputy lea-
der of the SSP Legislature Party, re-
signed in protest:. But the bombshell
was yet to come. As a sequel to the
adverse verdict of the Aiyer Commis-
sion against former Congress Minis-
ters, Mr Ramanand Tiwari disown-
ed 1e'adership of the SVD within
hours of pu blication of the report.
Next day the Bihar SSP Cha.irman,
~Ir Upendra Verma. issued a show-

. cause notice to Tiwari. A tug of
war started.

The SSP Chairman, Mr Karpuri
Thakur, who was giving silent sup-
port to Mr Tiwari and was 'the man
behind it' also resigned and chQse his
own course of action-'Neither Syndi-
cate nor Indicate'. The pro-Syndi-
cate faction called a meeting of the
Legislature Party and a vague com-
promise resolution was adopted by
32 votes against 14 on Februaryl 1.
The resolution was a queer exercise
in self-contradiction and everybody
was giving h.;s own interpretation.
As Mr Tiwari refus'ed to have any
truck with the Sangh-Syndicate-Swa-
tantra axis, Mr Upendra Verma was
made Chairman of the SVD.

None except a blind and deaf
person can overlook the grave im-
propriety involved in the installation
of the Rai Ministry. There is no
public explanation of what had
prompted the Governor, Mr Nitya-
nanda Kanungo, to revise his first, re-
port to the President within seventy-
two hours of its submission. Doubts
about the political impartiality of the
Governor have arisen before, butJ
never has a Governor's assessment of
political prospect in h;s State chang-
ed so rapidly. On a Wednesday,
Mr Kanungo found the' situation un-
stable enough to propose extension of
President's rule; before the week was
over the Indicate leader was discover-
ed to have an adeguate majority and
fit enough to be invited to form a
ministry.

The answer, without any doubt,
lies in 'New Delhi, with Mrs Indira
Gandhi. From a situation in which
decline: seemed inevitable, she has

for the second time on July 4, 1969.
At firstJ it was given out that the

political parties had been given two
months' time to present a stable
majorifly and for :that reason the

Assembly had been kept suspended.
At that time the Congress Legisla-
ture Party was united but its claim
for ministry-making was not accept-
ed on the ground that it contained
the names of about 30 professional
defectors. The SSP and the Lok
Tantric Congress were also pressing
their claims.

Earlier this year, the Sarvodaya
leader, Mr .J. P. Narayan, put up a
plan for an "all-party government."
But no one was interested in such an
ideal government except the con-
vener himself. In the meantime the
political situation in the State took
a dramatic turn with the split in the
Congress. At the time three parties-
the Ind.ira Congress, the Syndicate
Congress and the SSP-were flexing
their muscles, cbiming that they and
only they could provide a stable gov-
ernment. Later, the Syndicate left
the fiield as its sale aim is to see that
the Indicate doe'S not come to power.
It was prepared to pay any price to
achieve dlis end. A four-party SVD
was forged, consisting of the Syndi-
cate, the Jana Sangh, the Swat antra
and the SSP. As a bonus for joining
the Rightist alliance, Mr Ramanand
Tiwari of SSP was gifted with the
leadership of the Dal. Only a simple-
ton will believe that the Right for-
ces have developed a sudden love for
the SSP, which has always bee'n con-
sidered by them-particularly by
Congress leaders-to be a party of
"half-minds" .
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Split in SSP
There were sharp differences inside

the SSP over giving support to one
or the other faction of the Congress.
These could not be solved even after
their Sonepur Conference. As a re-
sult the party was speaking in many
voices, as before. Contradictory state-
ments by its top leaders appeared in
the Press. The SSP National Com-
mittee too found itself sharply divid-
on the issue of the Bihar unit join-

~ ing the SVD, when itl met at Varanasi

10



Uttar Pradesh

What A Piece Of Work?
FROM A CORRESPONDENT

M R Charan Singh is now firmly on
the saddle. He will continue

to enjoy his present posit.ion, but his
supporters, as we all know, vary erra-
tically. The moment he ceases to be
the hero of Mrs Gandhi's camp the
Syndicate will be there to opt him
and vice versa. Absence of mass
consc.iousness, as is the case in D.P.,
means that the bosses have ample
room for manoeuvring and the break
in the power monopoly of the Con-
gress has pushed the leaders farther
from the masses.

Whatever Mrs Gandhi may have
gained in her mission to usher in
soc.ialisl1.1in the country by winning
the support of Mr Charan Singh, the
State, particularly the working peo-
ple, are in for bad days, if the BKD
leader's past performance is any
gu.ide. He was keen to with-
draw the concessions the poor farmers
had won. He was against the aboli-
tion of land revenue on small
holdings but had to agree to a compro-
mise. He represents the l1ig farmers.
The burden, if land revenue
was lost, could only be met
by introducing agricultural wealth
tax wh.ich means hitting the
big farmers. Will Mr Charan Singh
agree to this? However, a big majority
in his own party favoured exemption
of small holdings from land revenue.
The need to survive made Mr
Charan Singh reconsider his stand.

The working class movement has
never ben a force here. The new set-up
with its total reliance on the police and
the bureaucracy will mark a further set-
back. In 1967, when Mr Charan
Singh came to power, he retrenched
at least 5,000 State employees, in-
cluding some 2,500 women, in the
name of economy. When the wo-
men hcld a demonstration ~n front
of his residence, armed police were
called out. Several women, some of
them with babes in their arms. were
wounded. When the male employees
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protested ag,ainst t11.isattitude of the
government, their leaders were sacked.
The movement was crushed with
brute force. In all this Mr Charan
Singh had the support of the CPI-
it was one of the seven constituent
parties in that government. The
happenings at the Kalagarh project
were no secret. Armed police were
frequently used to deal with the
kisan agitation in the terai area where
big farmers and officials had grabbed
land belonging to poor tribal people.

The first t11.ingMr Charan Singh
has clone after taking over as Chief
Minister is to install his own man as
Inspector General of Police. An-
other senioF police official, who was
in no respect inferior to the one fa-
voured by Mr Charan Singh, went
on long, leave in frustration. A set
of officers loyal to him are happy.

The eM appears to be keen on
maint'aining the "present level of po-
verty." It will be too much to ex-
pect that he will extricate the State
from economic stagna t.ion, a process
for which he himself is equally res-
ponsible. D.P. is Qne full five-year-
plan behind the all~India average of
development.

As for 11.istalk of raising the mo-
rale of the people and character
building, the way he behaved in
the recent political crisis hardly ~ns-
pires anyone: hardly had the ink
on the agreement he had entered
into with Mr Gupta dr.ied, Mr
Charan Singh decided to become
Chief Minister w.ith the support of
the Prime Minister!s camp. In a
record time again he defected from
th.is camp, joined the Syndicate and
then returned to the Indicate. Then
he was faced with the only problem
of how to wriggle out of the agree-
ment with Mr Gupfa and his allies
-the Jana Sangh, the SSP, and the
Swatantra party. He was to attend
their co-ord.ination coinmittee' on
February 12 and 13; he feigned ill-
ness, left the town to avoid meeting
the supporters of Mr Gupta. On
February 15 he .issued a Istatement
saying that he had not entered into
any alliance with the Gupta group.
By that time it was known that he
had defected.

The Permanent
Sickness

A.P.M.

SOME surprises were in store for
the experts' committee ap-

pointed by the West Bengal Gov-
ernment when it began its probe
into the financial requirements of the
local sick textile nulls. In the first
six months of 1969, the committee
,found little to buy itself with. This
was a b.ig surprise. For, it was ex-
pected that since the mills were most-
ly really badly off, the committee
would be almost besieged with fer-
vent appeals for immediate help.
Eleven mills were closed at that t.ime,
and a large percentage of the rest
was reportedly on the verge of clo-
sure. It was by all accounts the
time for grabbing the extended hand.

Yet, the mills scarcely stirred. The
last date for receiving applicat.ions
for government loans expired. Not a
single taker appeared. The chair-
man of the committee was inv.ited
to the annual gathering of the mill-
owners and was told of the latter's
genuine financial needs. Still, the
sick m;j]]s remained strangely un-
concerned. The last date for re-
ceiving loan applications was then
extended.' Soon after, the first ever
applicant appeared, a little more
wait.ing had to be gone through, and
after six months' lack of work the
committee sat down to prepare it~
report concerning the four and odd
sick mills which had come forward.

The next surpr.ise came when pro-
cessing of the applications began.
One mill had submitted a balance-
sheet seven years old. The applica-
tion forms were as a rule replete with
a lot of blank spaces. The .informa-
tion graciously supplied was mostly
unintelligible. The committee was
already discouraged w.ith the quality
of response it had received. The
performance of the mills which had
finally shaken off the strange shyness
displayed by others further depres-
sed it. It was difficult to explain
away the apathy of the mills, for
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there was little doubt that the indus-
try was sick.

The seven-year-old balance sheet
and the blank spaces in the loan ap-
plication forms are merely sympto~l1S
of the sickness wh.ich is by choice
permanent.

The experiences of the committee
explain why. Mismanagement of the
local mills has by now reached such
an extent that the very idea of going
to government officers w.ith books of
account for financial assistance un-
nerves - the management of most
mills. While this is something new
for government officers-the chair-
man of the comm.ittee being one
of them-the banks have known this
for long.
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to care much for public opinion. It
,s~ems lthat after I,the il'ecent volte
face about Netaji and his role, the
Marxists may have started, discover.
ing the virtues of Gandhism also.
The differences between Ajoy Babu
and .Jyoti Babu seem to be narrow-
ing down after all. It is really hard
on the people, however, that they
should be asked to face the crimi-
nals. What about the Red Guards? '"'",
That happened to be the function
of the original Red Guards. But
here a sea-change has apparently
occurred and the main purpose,
whatever'may be said, appears to
be to fight others, leaving class
enemies and criminals in peace to
do what they like.

The moment of truth dawned on
a stunned peope suddenly on Feb.
ruary 18 last when drivers and
guards lof Seald.ah Division. struck
work and were followed by others. -
The incident which sparked off the
lightning strike was no different
from scores of others which had
taken place all over the division
during the past' 2 or 3 years. A
train was late and immediately the

. wrath of the passengers fell on the
poor driver who was beaten, up.
With difficulty he managed to reach
Sealdah and inform his colleagu€s.
ProBably they had it all planned out
but they cannot be blamed fOJ; th€ 0'

a:ttenclanti Imisery:, to thousands of
rihe common people. This thing
has been going on for years, and no
one has lifted his little finger to
stop the assaults on the working
people.

For this the blame must be laid
squarely on the shoulders of the

'left paIfties, and, lsince :it is the
biggest, on the Marxists. It is un·
thinkable that in any other country
w,here a Communist Party is tunc. 1..
dioning, on a Ilarge scale, workers
should be treated as those on the
railways are ~reated. The plain
fact, of course, is that the bhadralok
or the edupted section who control

Calcutta Diary
GYAN KAPUR

pEOPLE are saying that Frankens.
tein's monster has arisen in the

City of Calcutta and the State of West
Bengal. No wonder there is alarm;
but as yet its creators appear 'to be
thinking that their creation may
strike others but will spare them. It
will not be long before they are dis.
abused of their wishful thinking. The
cry all over is for security. Teachers,
students, railway staff and common
people are asking for it. They might
as well ask for the moon on
a platter. They could also do a
Iittle heart.searching and recall the
parts, however small, they have each
supplied to build up the monster.

The gnly happy person today in
the State must be the Chief Minis.
ter, Mr Ajoy Mukherjee. In spite
of the ridicule which his fast invito
ed, one thing must be admitted.
He has, sold the idea that there is
no security. Those who still oppose
statements that law and order has
broken down in the State, are no
less/stridently demanding security,
forgetting that lack of security is
what happens when law and order
break down. Mr 'Chavan in New
Delhi must be watching the fun .
He has only to bide his time, mak-
ing any moves he likes, when he
likes.

Mr Jyoti Basu thinks that release
of goondas with the lapse of the
Preventive Detention Act is respon-
sible for the :increase in criminal
activity all over the State. This is
a classic example' of obfuscating the
issue. It ,can hardly be' believed
that 500 men can create such con-
ditions all over the State. Even if
it were so, the whole issue should
have been thought \, over wen in
time and necessary steps taken ahead
of . lapsing' of the Act which was no
surprise. Among the .steps suggest-
ed by Mr Basu, apart from vigorous
police action, of which there are no
signs, is the creation of public opi-
nion. This is a strange -statement.
Criminals anywhere are not known

j12

More than a year has passed since
the committee was const.ituted. Not
a single mill has meanwhile received
any loan. Similar committees .in
other States, particularly in Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat and Maharashtra, had
long submitted their reports, follow-
.ing which State textile corporations
have been formed and the sick mills
in these States are now being reha-
bilitated. But, like everything else,
th.is project also has become a fiasco
in West Bengal.

/

Doddering Machinery
\ Like many other industp:ies, the,
cotton textile industry also grew on
the banks of the 'Ganges. The tra-
gedy .is that the mills have in most
cases retained, . over the years and
through all kinds of changes, the
doddering machinery of Edwardian
vintage. The very items they pro-
duce, medium and coarse cloth.in
the ma.in, are tokens of the days when
Lancashire reigned supreme. The
maturity of the Indian industry has
occurred largely in the western parts
of the country. The profitab.ility of
the local mills, quite high in the

,Brit~sh period and sufficiently pay.ing
even ten years back, has been allow-
ed all these years either to be wasted
or diverted to other enterprises.
Today's sickness .is the price the mills
are paying for their conscious folly.
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lease, pending a final settlement of
the frontier.

Since then much has happened to
intensify the b.itterness between India
and China. The traumat.ic experience
of the border war in October' 1962
and the forging of the Sino-Pak en-
tente since then created a psychosis of
fear and suspicion in India, leading
her to a frantic search for military se-
curity and raising her defence budget
from Rs 300 crores to Rs 1100 crores
between 1959 and 1969. In this
context, a serious study of the
H.imalayan frontier stalemate is
urgently called for.

Since the publication of the Offi-
cials' Reports on the Sino-Indian
Boundary Question by the Govern-
ment of India in February 1961, a
number of scholars have tried to
analyse the validity of the con-
flicting claims to the Himala-
yan front.iers. Pioneering work has
been done by Dr Alastair Lamb
in his two books The India-
China Border and The McMahon
Line, Vols. I & II. But his work was
not well received.in India,' where
public opinion still refuses to accept

told, is equally snobbish about com·
mon workers. About this I do not
know. But 'at tha. time his com·
plaint was very pitiful, indeed:
After much "talk 10f working class
unity and such things he could bear
it no longer. He pointed out that
at these underground meetings of
the State Committee, while all others
sat on beds or available chairs or
stools. true to the habit of paying
deference to his betters, he sat on
the ground. Though several meet-
ings had been held, no one had ever
asked why Comrade So-and-so
should be sitting on the floor and
asked him to get up and sit by his
side.

Barr,ie and Rockliff.
Price 90s.

DAROTHY WOODMAN

Book Re"iew

the peon book nicely in brown paper
so that no one seeing him on the
road could know he had so much
come down as to accept the jbb of
an office peon.

The other is about a member of
the State Committee of the Commu.
nist Party of India. The member
happened to be the only one from
the working class at that time, in
this party of the working class. It
was some time after the Party had
been banned in I948, and was func-.
tioning underground. The member
later on became an MP and was
effectively absorbed into the class
from which the other leaders of his
party come and as a result, I am

Himalayan Frontier

DOROTI-IY Woodman is a well-
known commentator on Asian

affairs. She, along with her late
husband Mr I(.ingsley Martin, has
long been a staunch supporter of anti-
colonialism and democratic socialism.
She was a friend of Nehru, and has
been very close to h.is daughter. On
several occasions she has commented
on the Sino-Indian bordeI' d.ispute in
the columns of N.ew Statesman. In
an article on March 9, 1962 entitled
"The Smouldering Frontier", she
foresaw the danger of a conflagration
along the Himalayas from continued
!Stalemate and armed conhontation.
She was critical of the anti-Ch.inese
cold war hysteria among some of the
erstwhile disciples of Mahatma Gan-
dhi. At the same time, Miss W ood-
man more or less accepted the va.J.idity
of the Indian border claims in the
NEF A as well as in the Aksai Chin
area, and suggested that China
should have accepted Nehru's propo-
~l that China be allowed to use the
Aksa.i Chin road for civilian traffic on

MARCH 7, I970

everything think poorly of the
working class. Talk of unity of
workers, peasants, teachers and em·
ployees is just one more slogan.
The rowdies who .think nothing
of manhandling a poor driver or
conductolr of ·an electric \tr~in .are

~ also the people who when they reach
their office are very active in their
office unions and would be the first
to gherao their officers at the
slightest hint of disrespect to their
inflatcd egos. But the workers?
Talk of united struggles is one
thing, but they should 110t think of
comparing themselves with the cho-
sen people. The abhorrence of the
educated sections to working with the
hands is well known. They would
much perfer to take a job with less
pay than anotiher in which ltheo/
have to soil their hands. Unfortu.
nately, under economic pressures
some have been forced into other
jobs and those of drivers, conductors
and mechanics are a few such. But'

• the bhadralok cannot help looking
down upon all suc~ of his fellows.
I am reminded of two incidents
which will explain the split perso-
nality of this class when faced with
such issues.

A young man came to a firm ask.
ing for a job, any job. He was
from what is called a good family,
meaning that his forefathers owned
land and some of his present rela-
tives were well educated. Unfortu-
nately this particular young maR
was not even a matriculate, though
he had studie!;l up to Class 7 or 8.
So obviously a clerical job was out
of the quest1ion. Ultimately, after
much hesitation and on repeated as-
surances from the young man, he
was put in the job of an office peon.
All went well but iti was found that
he exhibited a reluctance to go out,
which was quite strange for one in
his position. Other peons wanted
nothing better than to go out. The
thing was explained when one day·
the manager on his way back to
office saw the peon going out on his
job to deliver some letters. While
any other peon would have carried
the peon book with the letters open.
ly, the young man had wrapped up



the bonahdes of any academic who
finds anything favourable to Chinese
cla.ims in the Himalayas. On the
other hand, several authors such as.
Fisher, Rose & RuUenbuk (Himala-
yan Battleground), Francis \¥atson
(Thc Fronticrs Ot China), Professor
G. F. Hudson and Sir Olaf Caroe
have been more or less apologists of
India ~n their writings on the subject.
In this contcxt, Dorothy Woodman's
book, which deals exhaustively with
thc Himalayan frontiers as they de-
veloped histor~cally during the days
of the British Raj, is a highly wel-
comc publication. In preparing th.is
well-documented book, she had the
advantage of looking through the offi-
cial records up to 1938 available in
the India Office Library, London, as
also the private papers of important
British officials (such as Sir Charles
Bell, Sir R. N. Re~d) who had a hand
in formulating British India's policy
toawrds the Himalavan front~e:rs.
(In India, scholars ar~ denied access
to official papers as old as 1913-14
relating to the ' Simla Convention,
while the Government of Ind~a
thought it fit to publish all contem-
porary offidial correspondence with
China dating from 1954). The
Indian ~ntelligentsia, has thus been
long fed on the illusion that the pre-
sent Sino-Indian confrontation-as
bi tter today as the East-West cold war
of the early fifties-was the product
of a diabolical design of the Chinese
Government, coupled with the gulli-
bility of the late Mr Nehru. It is
time they opened their eyes to the
realit.ies of the problem, which could
be the first step towards devising a
path for its peaceful solution.

In Dorothy Woodman's book they
would see how a British scholar,
dubbed an Indo-phile by the Chinese
and who actually started from a be-
uef that India has a cast iron case
In March 1962, has now modified
her earlier five-year study of official
documcnl1s. M~ss Woodman says
"CI 'early any settlement of the Sino-
Indian border .involves compromise."
Being a geographer by training, she
has been able to scrutinise the wide
variety of maps published by the
Governments of India and China to
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support thcir respective claims. While
a senior student of Asian affairs like
Doak Barnett in Communist China
and Asia" (p 310) was misled to be-
l~eve that the Sino-Indian conflict
over the Himalayan frontiers originat-
ed in Communist China's game of
'Map-Mansh~p', Miss Woodman finds
fault with both sidcs in this respect.
Shc says, "the innumberable discre-
pancies in maps might lead the most
naive student of cartography to the
view that the devil can quote maps
to serve his own purpose." (pp 320-
21)

She suggests a possible line of settle-
ment of the dispute based on com-
prom~se: "The fact that China ac-
cepted the Red Line of the 1914
Simla Tripartite maps in her discus-
sions with Burma, suggests .that this
might be a starting point in the case
of India." (pp 321) On the other
hand, she thinks that India. should
limit her claim in the Aksai Chin
sector to the Macartney-Macdonald
Line of 1899, then accepted by Sin-
k.iang officials but not endorsed by
Nanking. In fact, Miss Woodman has
now come to the conclusion that the
starting point of a Sino-Indian rappro-
chement would be the formula
supposed to have been suggested by
Mr Chou En-lai to Mr Nehru in
April 1960. Mr K. P. S. Menon,
the Indian diplomat now ~n retire-
ment, also commended this formula
in his book The Flying Troika.

Three Traumas
Miss Woodman concludes her book

thus: "India to-day seems to be the
victim of three traumas: Kashmir
the Aksai Chin, and poverty. T~
try to resolve the first two by vast
niilitary expenditure can only divert
her funch and energies from the
struggle against poverty. India can-
not afford to play Russia's war game
with China, nor her own war game
with Pakistan ... India is, in fact,
faced with the alterncttives of the
Himalayas as ODe vast radar screen or·
the initiation of an active foreign
policy to re-open talks with Pakistan
and China. To settle for the present
stalemate is to condone a military

. active frontier across Asia." (pp 321)

The Indian people should by now
bc tired of the cold war confronta-
t.ion with her two immcdiate neigh-
bours, and it is hoped that the advice
of Dorothy Woodman, who has
been all these years a champion for
India's cause .in the United Kingdom,
will not fall on deaf ears. She does
not make any suggcstions Us to how
India could meaningfully proceed to
tackle the problem. Like Mr Nehru,
most Ind.ians still believc that even
the handing over of the Kashmir valley
in a platter to Pakistan on the basis
of religious affiniues will not make her
stqp ,from Indiaiba\i~i~g. On the
other hand, it may arouse communal
pass.ions to a high pitch, undermining
the slendcr structure of secularism on
which the Indian Union stands today.
This is why Mr Nehru was never ame-
nable to -arbitration on the question
of Kashmir. Yet, he more than once
expressed himself agreeable to re-
ference to international arbitration of
the Sino-Indian bordcr dispute. A set-
tlement with China should be given
urgen t priori ty. Miss Woodman, •.
howevcr, has not considered the diffi-
culties of mutual suspicion after a
decade of host.i1e confrontation. Bor-
der negot.iations should be the last
item in any proposed Sino-Indian
dialogue, as the problem has been
complicated by such question as
prestige and the like. A start may
be made by the two countries ceasing
their campaign of calumny and vili-
fication against each other. The re-
opening of the mutually beneficial ~
trans-Himalayan trade, stopped by
the Government of Ind.ia's refusal to
re-open talks on Tibetan trade in
early 1962 on the eve of the cxpiry of
the! 1954.-02 Agreement shouldLe
given Q'rgent considcration. Any~
way, Miss Dorothy vVoodman has
written a thought provoking study,
which no student of Indian foreign
policy should miss.

KARUNAKAR GUPTA

For FRONTIER contact
S. P. CHATTERJEE
Statesman Office
Steel Market
Durgapur-4

MARCH 7, 1970



MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY

MARCH 7, 1970

Letter8

slovak. cinema might degenerate into
a fetish.

Vera Chytilova's The Daisiel'i is a
delightful piece of freestyle movie-
making, with two girls, charming
wasters all, Marie I and Marie II,
two self-willed drop-outs, wishing to
be spoiled at the cost of the camera
and celluloid. At one level, it is a
piece of inspired mayhem, like lazie
and the rest complete with the cli.
mactic finale of custard-pie fights.
But we can also view it as a study of
i:ompulsive lesbians in pursuit of
their being in a world of hostile
males or as a case of two fantasy crea.
tures trying to exist in vain on a rea-
listic plane. The viewpoint Chyti.
lova leaves to the audience and the
film remains a rare kind of visual
treat.

15

'·The Comprador Birlas I"~

I shall not exploit your valuable
space by starting anew a discussion
on the semantic nuances concerning
the meaning of the term "compra-
dDr". Bigger men have done it more
than once in your paper as well as
outside. I can only suggest that: you
should be more explicit and cautious
while delivering your better under.
standing of the subject.

'VeIl, the Birlas have secured a
construction (paper mills) project in
Kenya worth about £13 million (com.
ments, Frontier) February 21). "And
this must be great news to the libe-
ral democrats of our country." Truly
so, for obvious class reasons. It is
also great news, as you have rightly

Our agent at Alipurduar

'f\Ir SUBHAS BOSE,

Newtown Library,

Alipurduar, P.O.,

Dist. Jalpaiguri,

'\\1est Bengal.

idiom. Everywhere, everybody was
up in revolt against the traditional
norms. There were Milos Fe>reman
weaving his/way through the blinding
alleys of adolescent minds, Menzel
working out a new form of erotic
comedy, Chytilova, a woman speaking
in a masculine lingo, Nemec and
Juracek investing the screen with a
Kafka·like shudder and anti.estab-
lishment slogans, Jires and Schorm
exploring the melancholy and the
pangs of the common young people.
Added to this was a sudden outburst
of technical virtuosity and aJ.] the
available visual means were' put to
creative use and a new kind of film
language came into being. The reo
cen t crop of Czechoslovak films now
being shown by the film societies in
Calcutta proves that the ferment is
still there and at least four of the
seven films in the programme have
the authentic touch of pure cinema.

Authority and Bureaucracy
A Funny Old Man (directed by

Karel Kachyna) has its hero convales.
cing after a heart-operation and he
has a yearning for the world outside
the cramped confines of the hospital
which seems to symbolize the autho-
rity and an unsympathetic bureau-
cracy. A flock of pigeons tended
by a young girl on the roof of the
house is watched by this patient and
this is a symbol of freedom. Very
obvious, yes, but all the same very
genuine. Kachyna's concern with the
personal freedom of human beings
has come off in .well-conceived tones
and the technical maturity of the
whole scheme is spellbinding. The
colour is flawless and the sepia-toned

. flashbacks add considerably to the
dimensions. The powerful acting by
Vladimir Smeral in the principal role
of Dr Simek brings out the tragedy
of an establishment-trodden intellec.
tual, but at times there is a lurking
suspicion that some day this anti.
authority bias of the recent Czecho-
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Films From! Czechoslovakia

THE Czechoslovak cinema had its
, fun flowering after the Second

World War. After: liberation in May
1945, the structure of a national
cinema began to emerge. Veterans
like Vavra and Fric who had started
work before the war now came to
the forefront, contributing largely to
the making of a new Czech cinema.
During this period, naturally war and
its problems pervaded the movie
scene, and Czechoslovakia was the
country to give world cinema the
most poignant study of the Jewish.
problem in Jiri Weiss' powerful film
Romeo) Juliet And DarknC\5s. The
formal structure of the films of the
forties and fifties was in the classical
pattern, and the technical innova-
tions were quite modest, but almost
all the films had a ring of sincerity
and genuine emotion. Another field
in which the Czechs excelled was the
puppet and animation films and
Truka and Zeman came out as
acknowledged masters in this sphere.
At the beginning of the sixties, how-
ever, a new wave of artistic activitie's
swept over the studios of Prague and
a new generation of film-makers ap-
peared with bold and unconventional
ideas, directly in antagonism to the
established school of well-told-story-
type films. Obviously, they took their
cue from the French and the Poles
who were trying to evolve the new
idioms of cinema. Czechoslovak
cinema during this time had a bum-
per-growth of about a dozen talented
film-makers in search of a personal
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said again, to the ultra socialists (I
don't know why you dither in refer~
ring to the SUC by name) who be~
lieve that the Indian bourgeoisie is
already an imperialist bourgeoisie.
But you have something more.

"The leading communists will pro-
bably have no reason to re.evaluate
their thesis that the Indian big bour~
geoisie condnues to be the industrial
bourgeoisie." And why they cannot
re-evaluate? Because, according to
them, "the big bourgeoisie can never
completely sell itself out."

First, I wonder how you get this
emphatic thesis. The insinuation, I
surmise, is aimed at the cpr (M). If
so, your interpretation of their thesis
i5 vulgar. If not, please be clearer
and let us know which "leading
communists" have gone so low as to
speak about the inevitability of the
b~~ bourgeoisie remaining big ad
infinitum even in a country Jike
India?

Secondly, I would like to learn
from you from when exactly the
Marxists started using the term "com-
prador" and "collaboration" synony~
mously. The Indian big bourgeois
is comprador. Why? Because they
are "collaborating with imperialist
capital" in Kenya etc. But who
does not collaborate? Is Russia a
collaboratorjcomprador? Or if Rus-
sia is itself an (socio) imperialist
country, is East Germany a com.
prador land of the USSR? Nay, East
Germany is an agent of an agent, for
is it not having a trade office in In.
dia (as the Birlas have in the USA).
Is your position theoretically sound?

Thirdly, look at practice also. The
Birlas have gone to Africa because,
as you admit, India is evidently not
as good a pasture as the African States
are. But why should the master al.
low its servan't to have the good pas.
ture while keeping the bad one (that
is India) for himself? Is Uncle, of
late, becoming very kind? Or does
it imply a bargaining power on the
part of the Indian big bourgeoisie? If
a bourgeois fails to become an im.
perialist one, he does not 'per4aps,
become a comprador immediately.

AMRITAVA BANERJEE
Calcutta
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Jadavpur
Your, can1eJSpondent wrote In

'Jadavpur Again' (February 14) that
one of the reasons that led the CPI
(ML) to liquidate some important
front organisat~ons is the inevitability
of inter-party clashes. I regularly
read the party organs of the CPI
(ML) and also other publications but
nowhere do I find ~ny such argument.
If your correspondent goes on argu-
ing th~s way he may say: communists
should not form a communist party
because the parfy may be vitiated by
revi~.ionist infiltration. Next, revo-
lution should be avoided as there is
the danger of ultra-leftism in course
of revolutionary warfare.

Besides not all Naxalites think
that building mass organisations
~s useless. A group of- Naxalites,
known as Communist Revolutionaries,
think that mass organisations can
play a most vital role in revolution if
led by a party oriented with revolu-
tionary theory and politics-that is
the lesson of .history.

VVhat happened on the Jadavpur
University campus is regrettable and
undesirable. If the Naxalite students
want to fight the notion that India
is an independent country, they
should fight politically, intellectually
and through correct analy~.is of the
concrete conditions in the country.

BASUDEV SENGUPTA

Calcutta

Aranyer Din Ratri

I was wondering what made your
Film Critic treat Satyajit Ray's
film Aranyer Din Ratri in such a ca-
sual way (January 24). The film
simply mirrors life as it exists around
us. It is not difficult to understand
from it, that Satyajit Ray, by expos-
ing the life of the so-called elite, has
ridiculed the snobbishness and per-
versity of the upper middle class.
Besides, their intellectual bankruptcy
is clearly shown. For the younger
generation, the qualification for at-
taining social status is to have an
assortment of LP records of pop
music and some paperbacks of Eng-

lish authors. The books and the
streamlined shelves are more or less
a part of the interior decoration in
modern houses. In most cases they
serve no other purpose. These upper
middle class youths are crazy to
im.itate the outward appearance-long
side-locks, unkempt hair etc.-or the
Angry Youth of acf{,anced nations
like the US, France etc. (This as-
pect, however, Satyajit Ray has
overlooked. )

It is not Satyajit Ray who IS

treating sex in a Sunday school fa·
o shion but rather, a vast majority of
us, brought up in a rigid atmosphere.
Out attitude.is the result of the
sexual repression of the early years.
Even if a woman makes advances,
and even if we have the unsubdued
desire to act, the result, in the pre-
liminary stages, is the same Sunday
school behaviour. It takes time to
recondition the already conditioned
reflexes. Of the fo'ur men, three
belong to this category.

In Sharmila Tagore, Satyajit Ray
has found the embodiment of the
modern woman in slacks and with
big round sun-glasses. I doubt if
any other director could have better
exposerl the mental bankruptcy of the
modern woman. Satyajit Ray
knows where to hit the nail. Other-
wise he would not have made Uttam-
kumar the Nayak in an earlier film.
Much has been written about the
performance of Kaveri Bose but I
found nothing superb in her. She
has done her job without pretentions.
That is all. Her physical appearance
itself is enough to make any Casa-
nova's mouth water. Here also it is
Satyajit Ray's vision that bouquets
to Kaveri Bose.

I am sure, Aranyer Din Ratri is a
forerunner of the many socially cons-
cious films to come from Satyajit
Ray. Well, if he is accused of in.
dulging in 'orche'stration of perversity'
etc., the world's literature and art are
nothing but 'vulgar mercantilism'.

K. RAGHAVAN

Calcutta
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teeth of the fiercest opposition "driv-
ing the country to the verge of a civil
war".

With the return of the UF to
power in 1969 there has been a
change for the better on the food
'front. The Cabinet, despite dis-
un.ity or disarray among the consti-
tuent parties, lost no time in intro-
ducing some changes and distributing
surplus and bcnam.i land to provide
relief to the poorer sections of the
peasantry. Despite excesses and not-
withstanding the bogey of law and
order, the peasant movement gained
an unprecedented momentum and
set in motion a process a.imed at
complete deliverance of the peasantry
from the clutches of the vicious cir-·
cles which thrive on human m.isery.

Th.is is evident from reports from
the districts that the big producers,
who in previous years had always
hoarded their own paddy and r.ice
and purchased it cheap from the poor
cultivators to create artificial scarcity,
are in many areas selling large stocks.
The most reveal.ing fea ture is the
pathetic helplessness of the big pro-
ducers who, having lost their grip, do
not dare keep large stocks with them
to sabotag~ the procurement drive.
This is undoubtedly an achievement
of which the "barbarous and uncivi-
1.lsed UF Government may be proud.
Whether the present UF Govern-
ment survives or not, the awakening
among the peasantry is dest.ined to
play a significant role.

SOMNATH BHATTACHARYYA

Santragachi, Howrah
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r.;ots in 1965-66. It was also a severe
indictment of the food policy of the
then Stat-e Government, a policy
which succeeded in converting the
entire populat.lon to "a race of cri-
minals" but a policy which the then
Chief Minister-cum-Food Minister
had no scruple in carrying out in the
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Food For Thought
The main causes of the disquiet

on West Bengal's food front whch
was a prominent feature of the Con-
gress admin.istration were ruthless!)'
exposed in the report of the Lahiri
commission of enquiry into the food
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The Auckland Jute Co. ltd.

~

The Dalhousie Ju.te Co. Ltd.
The Kinnison Jute Mills Co. Ltd.

'" The Northbrook Jute Co. ltd.
. The Union Jute Co. Ltd.

Bird's Export Division. .
:.. Chartered Bank Buildings. Calcutta-'

RESEARCH' .
& DEVELOPMENT

GIVES
VERSATILE JUTE

IG E P T
S

~I~~ I.~~J~E~~;:~;~1· in PVC-coated
pipes, it adds rigidity in the making
of small boats; it is endlessly versatile.
The BIRD-HEILGERS •
GROUP is in the
forefront in winning .
new markets for jute-
the versatile fibre-both here and abroad.

:

Throughout 'ttl8 \.vide range of jute's
applications certain qualities stand out:
~ tou~~n •••• Iightnes ••

resIlience, eCi:onomy,
. ~ That's why jute is

_ ...,~ '~>used for wrapping and
packaging, for p.rovj(;:Iing tough

backing for carpets, for reinforcing
laminated boards.
But that's only part of the jute story.
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT,
key words in the modern
industrial world,
are leading to
exciting end uses
for the versatile fibre. Jute is now woven
as a fi.ne fabric for the glamorous worldr,
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Osram
LASTS LONGER

••YOUR GUARANTEE

O.ram lampa and fluorescent tubes
_do much more than give you just
glare-free liIumlnatlon-they go a
long way to lighten your lighting
problema.
Osram lamps help banish eyestrain
and create an atmosphere where
you can live and work in glare-free
comfort.

12 hours
of:

I

DSram

THE WONDERFUL LAMP
THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. OF INDIA LIMITED
Cllcutta • Gluhatl • Bhuban.shwar • Patna • Kanpur • N.w Delhi
Chandi.arh • 1.lpur • Bombay. Ahmedabad. Na.pur. labalpur-
Had(ll • Coimbatore • Banplore • S.cunderabad • Ernakulam.
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