
Vol. 2: No.9 JUNE 7, 1969 PRICE 3S PAISE

On Other Page~

COl\IMENTS 2

THE NINTH CONGRESS AND
THE CPI(M)

By A CORRESPONDENT 4

J.;erala
HLCKERING AND BRINK-

MANSHIP
RAMJI 6

A LETTER IRO?\I BOMBAY
SHAHUL 7

Bihar
R:HIGARH AGAIN!

N. K. SINGH 8

CALCUTTA DIARY
GYAN KAPUR 9

The Press
COMMUNIST PARLEYS

r
KAJAL SEN 12

THEATRE OF THE FUTURE
Z. H. KHAN 14

A FINE SHOW
By AN ART CRITIC 16

LETTERS 16

Editor: Samar Sen

hunu AT MODUN INDIA Puss,
7, lUJA SUBODB MULLlClt SQUAD,
CALcuTrA-13 AND Pt11lLISBU WaKLY
••. SAKAa Sa noK 61, Kcm LAn,

C4LcmTA-13

THIRD PARTY RISK
SO Mr Kosygin, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of thc Soviet

Union, wants "tranquillity, detente and peace" in the Indian sub-
continent. So, it appears, does Mr Rogers, U.S. Secretary of State, who
had had talks with President Yahya Khan of Pakistan only a few hours
earlier. On Kashmir, it is well known in both India and Pakistan, despite
the stances taken by both countries, there is more than one opinion,
although expression of the different views is forbidden in both countries.
It does not appear to have occurred to either the Russians or the Americans
that there might be more than one opinion on some of their problems.
What were the Russians up to in Czechoslovakia? What is happeniD&
in Sinkiang? What are the Americans doing in Vietnam? May India sa
that she would like "tranquillity, detente and peace" in these regions?

The USA and the USSR seem to have appointed themselves sol
concessionaires of peace; their might and wealth make the others their
most obedient servants. Not all of them, though. China has told the
super-Powers where they get off. So has Israel. Cambodia has not
been afraid either. A sort of Gaullism became part of the international
air; both Washington and Moscow began to learn how to behave-
themselves. Tashkent was a reversal of the whole process; there both
Ayub Khan and Lal Bahadur Shastri were made to sign a document neither
cared for. There is little doubt that Mr Kosygin's initiative had
Washington's blessing. Had Shastri died of a heart attack? One reporter
present at the proceedings told us that Shastri had died only of an unknown
disease called "Tashkent", this immediately after the agreement had been
signed.

Neither India nor Pakistan can afford to be rude to Messrs Rogers
and Kosygin; both countries are so pathetically dependent upon aid from the
USA and the USSR. Is there a grand design behind the joint Russo-
American move to make India and Pakistan drink dirty water at the sam
ghat, as the Indian saying goes? If so, what is the price tar? Whethe
India is required to abandon her claims on Kashmir or Pa}l~d:.fi.is expect
to accept the present uneasy frontiers will not be k".~Nn until all parti
involved have started being moderately truthful. Both India and Pakista
however, have a vested interest in being wary of Russo-American mov
These are inspired by the two countries' national interests and not



1967, despite the pal ice camps set up
by the then Harne Minister, created "-
the base far a much bigger elect ian
victory this year. And faced with the
Naxalbari challenge, it decided to
carryon the process further this time.
Twa bighas far a family is not
enaugh, but same thing is better than
nathing and the process af seizure, at
first under the auspices of a party,
might have given the peasants other,
mare radical, ideas in due caurse-
perhaps to. the discomfiture of the pre-
sent Home Minister. The situatian,
ane may say, affered possibilities af
setting up peasant against .j'otedar be-
yond vested lands. But the other par-
ties are nat compased af foals, they
also. wanted to have a finger in the pie,
and what was a necessary step has
turned into inter-party rivalry, set.
ting up peasant against peasant, with
jotedars in SOme cases transferring
their allegiance to same canstituen t
0.1' the other af the UFo The clashes
which started aver land and fisheries
are now spreading to other frants.

All this is a great pity and cannot
be explained away as the birth pangs
af a new arder. On the cantrary it
laaks like an abortion. No. new hari-
zons have apened after February.
Cassipare, CRP, canfrantatian with
the Centre--all these slogans are far-
gotten things. There are no. indica-
tians af a breakthrough. One can-
not blame it all on anti-social ele-
ments. Samething is wrang with the
United Frant itself-and that is the
lack af a pragramme of change.

In this stifling atmasphere bureau-
cratic duplicity takes over. What is
the difference between the Ghosh Mi-
nistry's justificatian of palice atroci-
ties in Uttm"para and the press note
issued on Manday by the UF Gavern-
ment an the palice action against
students in Durgapur? The latter is
even warse, because both the District
Magistrate and the SP say that they
did nat order the firing.
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can be transfarmed into canscious
palitical workers. Think of the
Casbah in Algiers, where the revalu-"
tianaries changed same of the pimps
and croaks into fighters for freedom.
Before, during and afteIJ a revolu-
tionary upheaval even "criminals",
the dispassessed, may undergo a
change and serve the cause. But they
do. create complications when power
is being cansalidated, as also. do same
party warkers. When the mass base
af a revolutionary party is extended,
when the need is for more and mare
manpawer to fight the enemy, the
rigid tests far activists are relaxed
and unknawn elements sneak in. In
China, when the war and the civil
war were on, such elements, even if
they had served the cause, were ex-
posed in village meetings and had
to. undergo. a severe process of self-
criticism in the liberated areas. Po-
wer gaes to. head, and the CPC exer-
cised-and still daes-revalutianary
vigilance.

It wauld be puerile to. equate the
situatian after the mid-term pall
with that in China 0.1' anywhere else
where a vialent seizure of pawer had
taken place. What has happened in
'Vest Bengal is that a cambinatian of
parties have austed the Congress
from the Secretariat with the help of
vaters who. loaked farward to radical
change. But since it is clear that the
raad back to pawer is clased to the
Cangress, partners af the United
Front are aut to strengthen them-
selves at the cast at' athers. The de-
sire to acquire more pawer and in-
fluence is natural and legitimate, but
quantit)' in this case-an increase in
membership-will nat change into.
qualit)', unless pawer is sought to. be
gained thraugh the implementatian
of a pragramme. Spheres of influ-
ence are hard to. demarcate and hard-
er to. maintain if the enfarcing agents
are recruited fram amang the un-
scrupulaus, who. are by no means dis-
possessed.

The trauble first started with some-
thing which held out prospects af
progress· in the countryside-seizure
of illegally occupied vested land by
the landless. The CPI (M) knaws
that the limited redistributian in

what is gaod far the people af India
and Pakistan ar even the peaple af
the twa parts af Kashmir. /..I.Ithough
rigid attitudes have been taxen an
bath sides, India and Pakistan may
possibly arrive at a settlemeIl'::,,--s'Jme
time. Jntefjventian from· Mr l~asy.
gin and Mt Ragers can anly com-
plicate a q~estian already camPi~at-
ed enQugh. Mrs Gandhi's ma~ate
is to. take care af the interests af
her awn cauntry.c_ Others' RUarrels.
are none af her business. Messrs
Kasyginand Rogers cauld easi,Iy
have been told to mind their awn
business if this cauntry had not been
reduced to the pasition of nan-
chaosers by definition.

Kasba, Casbah
There was a time when CPI (M)

warkers used to. be called anti-natianal
and anti-sacial. Saan after the mid-
term pall it seemed that the descrip-
tian wauld be restricted to. the
Naxalites; that the United Frant, 0.1'

its daminant unit, had at least one
palitical task well defined: the sup-
pressian of anti-natianal, anti-sacial
elements. The target was fixed,
what mattered was target practice.
On the ane hand Intelligence wauld
cancentrate an the Naxalites, an the
ather the pal ice wauld launch ope-
ratians Kasba or Tiljala. But, as
the Russians say, the facts af life
have upset the pattern. It is being
realised that after the Cangress de-
bacle the erstwhile intermediaries of
vested interests have ingratiated them-
selves with t,he canstituents of the
UF-there is a Kasba naw at the
base af every party. Backed by their
lang experience of thuggery and clase
assaciatian with the crafty palice,
they pase a danger to. the parties
t hemsel ves. The CPl (M) also sees
Ihe CIA behind the ,I1ecent inter-
party clashes. After so. much knaw-
ledge, what fargiveness? If one can
diagnase every illness, can't one cure
it? ~

There has beel! .ame debate abaut
the character af anli-sacial elements,
whether same af them have been or
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Middlemen's Heyday
It is almost mid-summer, and with

procurement of wheat gathering
momentum in north India, traders
and dealers are .having a field day.
The entire quantum of wheat
purchased on the account of the
Food Corporation of India is being
bought through these dealers and
traders, and the procurement price
'fixed by the Union Government is
the price being paid out to them.
What is more the State Government
in Punjab ha~ issued a directive to
the Corporation that it must not,
repeat and, buy directly from the
growers, and only through these
traders. Where the big producers
themselves have set up shop as trad-
ers, this directive will be devoid of
significance. For the small produ-
cers, however,_ the consequences are
going to be disastrous. The traders
will receive the procurement price
from the Food Corporation, but what
they in their turn will pay to the
weak and ill-organised small pea-
sants is anybody's guess.

What a lovely arrangement it is,
sure to gladden tbe heart of Mrs
Gandhi and other members of the
Planning Commission, otherwise wor-
ried about social inequalities. At
the end of the year, the Cor-
poration can show a high turn-
over, but for which it has laboured
little. The traders and dealers too
will be sitting pretty, since despite
the presence of a State trading appa-
ratus, their own interests will not
even be marginally affected.
, Pace the susceptibilities of the
United Front Government, when the
consumer in West Bengal pays a
high price fOr wheat, it is to
shore up the rich and unscrupulous
trading community in Punjab. The
incongruity of the Food Corporation's
operations does not quite stop here.
In West Bengal, the Corporation has
been appointed as the agent of the
Government for the collection of the
p!1oducer levy for paddy and rice
from the big growers. The Corpo-
ration, true to style, has in its turn
appointed the private dealers as its
agents for the collection of the levy.
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As long as the dealers and the big
producers are hand in glove, there is
thus in'finite scope for circumventing
the very intent of the levy, namely,
to force the rich producers to dis-
gorge a part of their stocks at reaso-
nable prices. At a consideration,
a trader would issue a certificate
that a particular big producer has
met his obligations in regard to the
payment of the producer levy. But
the physical stock that is shown as
realisation of the levy on the big pro-
ducer might, for all one knows, re-
present the sales on the part of an
indigent small farmer, who does not
himself come under the purview of
the levy, but who has been iiorced to
sell his crop early in the season to
the trader, either because he was .in
need of ready cash or because of
prior hypothecation. With a little
connivance on the part of the Food
Corporation's agents, the plush far-
mers can thus easily get by the nui-
sance of the producer levy. In the
lean season he can then use his held-
back stocks to sp.eculate in the mar-
ket ; it might even happen that a
small farmer, whose sales have been
shown in the record as levy from the'
big producers, has equally to buy
back grain at exorbitant prices from
the latter.

This kind of chicanery will conti-
nue till private intermediaries are
not rooted out wholesale. In any re-
formulation of food policy in this
State, the elimination of such mid-
dlemen should have absolute prio-
rity. Even without being frightenin-
gly radical, this is something which
can be done if only the Government
would dare to se~ up an apparatus for
purchasing grains directly from the
producers. After all, a beginning has
to be made some day some time, and
the plea trotted out, in season and out
of season, of the lack of organisation
and skilled personnel cannot be allow-
ed to subvert for ever the obligations of
a more equitous social policy. Unless,
of course, it is to be concluded that,
in issues which really matter, there is
nothing to choose between an Akali-
Jana Sangh regime in Punjab and a
UF hegemony in Kerala or West
Bengal.

Telengana
Mr'~ Indira Gandhi's painstakingly

elaborate plan on Telengana notwith-
st,Jnding, Andhra is steadily moving
t~~'iards a mini civil war. The pola.
ri~ation of forces is almost complete.
T';te role of political parties in this
stTuggle has been at no time signifi-
c!.lllt; they 'have joined sides only
after people themselves speIt out the
issues and launched the struggle.
That the BKD has joined the sepa-
ratists does not change the complexion
of the struggle; it is simply following
the Jana Sangh and the Swatantra
for political dividends.

Meanwhile the highest level of the
biggest political party in the State
has split into two. Separatist Con-
gressmen have formed a Telengana
Pradesh Congress Committee with 31
executive members and requested the
AICC to give it due recognition. The
Telengana Non.Gazetted Officers'
Union with its 60,000 members has
announced its decision to work to
rule from June 4. The Telen-
gana Praja Samithi, after offering
5000 satyagrahis for arres~, called an-
other general strike on June 2. The
Students' Action Committee actively
supported the strike. As many as
three all.lndia leaders from Andhra,
Mr Chenna Reddy, Mr J. Chokka
Rao and Mr Kanda Lakshman Bapu-
ji, are now actively working for a
separate Telengana.

On the other hand, Mr K. Brah.
mananda Reddy has been as adamant
in repressing the movement as before.
Six separatist MLAs have been ex.
pelled by the Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee; 47 office.bearers of the Te-
lengana Non-Gazetted Officers' Union
have been suspended because they or-
ganized the April 15 strike. Hard.
ened criminals were alleged to have
been let loose on the Telengana satya-
grahis. To foil the Students' Action
Committee, an integrationist Osmania
Students' Forum has been propped
up. The State Teacl1F.rS' Union
which supports the se~aratists has
been derecognise<;t . ';l~h~Government
announced its uetermination to hold
the hight school examinations, schedu-
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the USA and the USSR 111 recent
years. But then Hitler's Germany
was able to reach limited agreements
both with ''''estern Powers as well as
with Stalin's USSR; yet Hitler fought
,lgainst both camps. The fundamen-
ta I differen ces in the social systems
of the USA and the USSR are bound
to generate, at least from time to
time, acute tensions between the two
countries despite all attempts to pro-
mote permanently a Glassboro spirit.
Similarly, however, unpalatable the
internal developments in the USSR
may be, socialist property laws have
not been, and are unlikely to be,
tampered with; the relations of pro-
duction may not be fully socialist,
yet to equate them with those pre-
vailing under monopoly capitalism is
rather confusing, to say the least.

If the CPI(M) is thus happy
to proclaim its own indepen-
dence vis-a-vis the Soviet and the
Chinese parties, it is extremely odd
011 its part to at tack the Chinese for
their aim of building up a self.relian t
society. Using the resolutions of the
Second Congress of the Com intern
held in the early 1920's to reassert
that every socialist country must of
necessity forge a close alliance with
the USSR, appears of doubtful rele-
vance today. If any socialist govern-
ment wants to create a new type of
social relations fundamentally differ-
ent from those in the USSR, it is
bound to meet with resistance, overt
or covert, from the latter. Excessive
reliance on the USSR even at the
initial stages of socialist construction
may become, as the Chinese found, an
extremely painful and risky business
later on; socialist governments of the
fu ture can ignore it all on Iy at thei r
own peril. For similar reasons over-
dependence on China may also bring
in its wake unforeseen difficulties. Con-
tinuing the argument, the CPl (M)
as well as the governments of North
Vietnam, North Korea and Cuba, it
can be said, are in fact aspiring (with

By A CORRESPONDENT

The Ninth Congress & The CPI(M)

EGC~HEADS are proverbially noto-
flOUS for their ambiguity and

vacillations, for hairsplitting argu-
ments about pros and cons, and for
their scholastic attachment to histo-
rical parallels, precedents and pre-
sumptions. That the revolutionary
vanguard of a proletarian party can
fall prey to similar foibles seems to
be well illustrated by the CPI (M)
Politbureau Resolution on the Ninth
Congress of the Chinese CPo

Ambiguities are not to be deplored
ul1<;onditionally. Sometimes they arise
out of genuine difficulties which can-
not all be ironed out with a clear-
cut formula for a~tion. The cpr (M) .
is precisely in some such predica-
ment. At its birth it proclaimed
allegiance to the militant general line
held forth by the Chinese as against
the soft alternative peddled by the
Russians. The logic of the Sino-Soviet
conflict, like all other internecine
fights between Marxists, has gradually
driven each side to extremes where no
further dialogues are possible except
for the most empty game of name-
calling. The CPI (M) like certain
other "independent-minded" CPs fail-
ed to foresee this kind of develop-
ment and are forced to make uncom-
fortiable retreats from their earIi()'f
stand of full commitment to one
side. In itself the effort is quite
commendable and should perhaps be
welcomed. The Soviet leadership is
in many ways deviating from the so-
cialist norms; it has done so for a
fairly long time. Even then to cha-
racterize it as 'social imperialist' or
'social fascist' may be a dangerous
over-simplification: from this it fol-
lows that the contradiction between
'social imperialism' and 'bourgeois
imperialism' is non-antagonistic, that
the Third World must wage a relent-
less struggle against both forms of
imperialism and should count only on
China and Albania for fraternal sup-
port. In practice there have been
many cases of collusion between

in
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led to start on June 3, although schools
in the State have not been functioning
for the last five months. An Integra-
tion Front has been formed to rhobi-
lise people and persuade students to
appear for examinations.

The second phase of the Telenganil.
movement has again taken a violent
turn. The first phase, started in
January this year, involved officiaWy
24 lives and numerous cases of con:,
ifincment, assault and arson. Are
Monday's clashes the prelude to a
bigger upheaval?

But the State Chief Minister has
full faith in his own capabilities to
run the State which now thrive on
prohibitory orders. For the last five
months, meetings and processions are
banned. The Central Ministers,
Prime, Deputy Prime and Home, have
no less faith in the CM's capabilities
--they have not yet considered it ne-
cessary to go and see the face of the
struggle. In a bid to divert the
nation's attention from the Teien-
gana imbroglio, Mr Reddy is franti-
cally inflating the damage done to
coastal Andhra by cyclone, rains and
flood. As it is, the damage was too
severe to be exaggerated. But Mr
Reddy seeks to make political
bonus out of human misery, taking
his cue from his neighbour, the
Tamil N adu Government, which dis-
torted the drought in the State out
of all proportions. Rejecting all re-
ports from the district collectors, Mr
Reddy states that he has personally
witnessed the damage-a thousand
lives and one hundred crores worth
of property lost I
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may not live forever and wants the
Chinese Party to avoid the same mis-
takes. Here again the Chinese can
nip in the bud a lot of idle specula-
tions, if they simply care to be a little
less tight-lipped. On the other hand,
th,e cpr (M) 's contention that the
selection of Lin Piao as successor is
undemocratic does not hold water
SInce the Party constitution itself
was adopted in a democratic manner.
Further Lin Piao cannot hold on to
his position if a later Party Congress
decides to the contrary; after all the
constitution makes the Party Con-
gress, and not Mao or Lin Piao, the
supreme arbiter.

Finally, there is a significant gap
in the Chinese Party document which
one cannot overlook. While pledging
its firm support to the Vietnamese
people, the document makes no ana-
lysis of the tremendous impact of
their struggle on world public opi-
nion, including its revolutionary sec-
tions. Along with Mao Tse-tung's
Thought, the Vietnamese Liberation
"Val' is the greatest catalyst of the
modern epoch which has not only
heightened the crisis of monopoly
capitalism but has also acted as a
brake on the collaborationist tenden-
cies in the Soviet leadership. Curious-
ly, the CPI (M) Resolution fails to
point out this.

for
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established in power. If the cultural
revolution is unique, the theory that
guided it could not be derivative 01

second-hand.
Leaving aside these maladroit doc.

trinal faux pas, the CPI (M) docu.
ment raises one or two valid ques-
tions. Firstly, while one may admit
that by 1966 a parasitic, privileged
stratum had emerged in China, one
is still insufficiently informed of the
factors that caused it. The CPI (M)
critique here is close to the one voic-
ed by Togliatti and Ajoy Ghosh
when they were confronted with the
Khrushchevian formulation of the
personality cult under Stalin. Aft.r
all, how was it possible for Liu Shao-
chi and his group to have held power
so long? How can one gll,>arantee
that a similar phenomenon will not
recur? The CPI (M) might have
gone one step further: although Lin
Piao's report to the Ninth Congress
gives a long catalogue of Liu's er-
rors and crimes, no outsider has any
conclusive evidence of Liu's compli-
city. Liu may have indeed been
guilty of these and much more, but
the Chinese party has a duty to fur-
nish more convincing proofs to the
outside world. Or else, Liu's prose-
cution may resemble Stalin's 'trials',
Secondly, the CPI (M) is undoubted.
ly correct when it asserts that the
twin ideas of life-long leadership and
of predetermined succession are alien
to Marxist practices. But before
turning to rebuke the Chinese, one
may well ask whether there is a valid
'succession model'. In fact, the revo-
lutionary leader in most countries
remains unchallenged to the end of
his days; the latest constitution of
the Chinese Party (like the earlier
Yugoslav constitution making Tito
the life-long President) merely spells
it out in words. As for succession,
the famous Testament of Lenin was
nothing but an attempt to grapple
with it; had Lenin lived a bit long-
er in good health, he might have
exercised a much greater influence.
In any case, the succession crisis
created a whole number of problems
for the Soviet State in the 1920s and
again in the 1950s; Chairman Mao
cannot be blamed if he feels that he

varying degree of success) to model
themselves after the basically Chin-

o ese position on national self-reliance
which, in its turn, follows directly
from Mao Tse-tung's Thought. To
put it differently, what China did
yesterday, is now being repeated by
the former group of governments.

Unaware of these implications, the
CPI (M) Politbureau indulges . in
cheap sectarian denigration of Mao
Tse-tung's Thought. Classical Marx-
ism-Leninism did not envisage a
world where socialist states would
contain enormous contradictions
among themselves while imperialism
assumes an ever more vicious charac.
tel'. Chairman Mao mayor may not
be infallible, but that is again be-
side the point. The fact is that no
one provides as much inspiration and
thought as the Chairman does to the
revolutionary vanguards not only in
the Third World but even within the
imperialist countries. Thus to charac-
terize Mao Tse-tung's Thought as
the Marxism-Leninism of our time
does in no sense amount to a deifica-
tion of Chairman Mao as a person
or to endorse every twist and turn
in Chinese official policy.

It is unfortunate too that the
CPI (M) suddenly finds a lack of
originality in Chairman Mao's ap-
proach to the handling of contradic-
tions among the "people" in a socialist
state. There may have been earlier
statements from the great Marxists to
the same effect (the ones given in the
cpr (M) text do not bear it out clear-
ly), but the immense significance of
the 'hundred flowers' speech can hard-
ly be belittled by any sane person
who had some awareness of the purges
carried out in Stalin's Russia. More-
over, Soviet official writ.ings since the
1940s have been singularly devoid of
any serious analysis of contradictions
between the different classes and
strata under socialism. China's Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution cons-
tituted a new landmark in the his.
tory of class struggle in a socialist
country. The CPI; (M) had given its
full support to this revolution which,
according to them, provided (not in
its details, but in its essence) a mo-
del for most socialist regimes, long



should not interfere with the work and
powers of other Ministers, etc. Both
the Chief Minister and the Marxist
Party have held these demands up to
scorn and ridicule. Yet the CPI
clings on to the Ministry, stating
that the Chief Minister has promised
to consider the demands, even though
he has ,Iopenlybrushed them aside.

All, except the Chief Minister and
the two Ministers of the Muslim
League Party, have been accused of
corruption. The manner in which
E.M.S. has gone about his enquiry
into the corruption of his colleagues
has failed to satisfy the other part-
ners at the Front and the general
public too. It is justifiably felt that
the Marxist party is forcing the Chief
Minister to adopt double-standards.
The Chief Minister was able to find
:prima facie evidence of corruption
against the Finance Minister belong-
ing to the SP (previously the KSSP)
and the matter has been referred to a
judicial enquiry and the Finance
Minister has been denigrated and
compelled to resign. There has been
a distinct element of high-handedness
and impropriety in the whole proce-
dure. The Chief Minister says he
has been empowered by the Co-ordi-
nation Committee to go into the
charges and take a decision. But
this fact is not recorded in the mi-
nutes of the Co-ordination Com-
mittee meeting. Even if he had been
empowered by the Committee, he
should have placed the 'findings before
the Committee. Instead, he, has taken
unilateral action. At the same time
he has exonerated the other Ministers
accused of corruption. This has dis-
credited the Chief Minister and his
party to a considerable extent.

There are grave charges of corrup-
tion and favouritism against Mr
1mbichi Bawaand Mrs K. R. Goud
(Marxists) and against Mr B. Wil-
lingdon (KTP). The decision of the
Chief Minister to brush aside the
charges as baseless has created quite
a lot of ill feeling among the partners
in the Front and this is going to prove
a big handicap to its smooth joint
functioning. The Marxists seem in-
fected with the arrogance of power
and they are in no mood to permit a

sings and one resignation, the strength
of the Marxists in the Legislature

.has been reduced to 50. Along with
this the Marxists can rely on the
support of two members belonging to
the KTP and the KSP parties.

Excluding this 52, mathematically,
it is :possible to form an alternative
Ministry, with the support of the
Congress, in the I32-member Assemb-
ly. With this reckoning as the basis
of its conspiracy, the CPI has been
working day and night behind the
scenes to form what is glibly termed
a Democratic Front, which would
include the Swatantra party and the
Kerala Congress. But both the Mus-
lim League and the newly named
Indian Socialist Party, formerly the
KSSP, the breakaway group from the
national set-up of the SSP, have failed
to respond to the overtures of the
CPI since they do not have much faith
in its honesty. And this, in spite of
the fact. that the CPI has offered the
Chief Ministership to the Muslim
League.

The frustration over the failure of
their conspiracy has induced the
CPI leaders to Qome out with fantas-
tic accusations against the Marxists.
Mr T. V. Thomas openly declared
that E.M.S. cannot be trusted. And
he has complained that the Marxist
Ministers are encroaching on' the
portfolios of the CPI Ministers. Mr
M. N. Govindan Nair, another CPI
Minister, has accused the Chief
Minister of discourtesy. In spite of
their vituperative attacks on the
Cabinet set-up and' functioning and
their stance of injured virtue, the
CPI has not mustered sufficient guts
to quit an association which it pro-
claims to be insufferably degenerate.
And now that it lfinds its plans to
scuttle the Ministry are of no avail, it
has decided to cling on to power with-
out any sense of shame. The CPI Se-
cretariat gave a 13-point ultimatum
to the UF Ministry, a highly se]f-
righteous exercise which implied that
if these were not met the party would
quit the Front. The demands,
among others, laid down that the
Chief Minister should not be in
charge of enquiry into Ministerial
corruption; that Marxist Ministers

RAM]!

Bickering And Brink-
manship

THE' United Front Ministry
during its 26-month tenure has

been dogged by constant bickering
and brinkmanship tactics by its com-
ponent parties. The bickering has
tended to belittle and becloud the
significant popular measures imple-
mented by the Front on the indus-
trial and agricultural fronts, which
previous governments were reluctant
or unwilling to implement. The
university and land bills provide out-
standing examples. The Front has
made education, including secondary
education, free. Above all there is
the sense of security and freedom
among the underdogs from the feuda-
listic tyranny of the privileged clas-
ses. But all these have never had a
chance to stand out, thanks to
the incessant mutual mudslinging
by most of the united fronters.
The CPI, in particular, seems to
have specialised in this as a day-to-
day exercise, maybe because it is a
party which has only professional
leaders with no following worth the
name in this State and which would
hardly have won a single seat with-
lout the help of the front, particularly
the Marxists. It has been trying in
a clandestine manner for the over-
throw of the Marxists and the acces-
sion of a non-Marxist Ministry with
the covert support of the Congress
itself. The recent developments over
enquiry into corruption at Ministerial
level provided the CPI with an
impetus to make determined moves
for promoting their operation sabo-
tage of the UF Ministry. Mr M. N.
Govindan Nair, the CPI Minister in
the Cabinet, highlighted this move
wherl he met the Union Law Minister,
Mr Panampi.l~y Govinda Menon at
the Guest House; Ernakulam, at the
beginning of April, evidently for
secret parleys.

With one death, two floor cros-

Kerala
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A Letter From Bombay
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in building up the SS. They have
. managed to shape it into an anti-
communist tool for all occasions and
the Shiv Sena organisation is now co-
operating with the Jana Sangh and
Swatantra Party in their latest poli-
tical move-the outcry on Rabindra
Sarobar. We had been hearing a
great deal of respectable young wo-
men being molested etc. en masse,
a11 naked and wailing for protection,
running all over the place and jump-
ing into lakes and ponds to save their
honour from goondas who were pre-
sumably Qommunists, the communist
Home Minister refusing to offer them
protection, refusing to hold a judical
enquiry of an impartial type, and of
the total absence of the thing called
law and order under the rule of
communism in Bengal. The SS
weekly, Marmik, published cartoons
of disrobed women wailing for pro-
tection and hair-raising accounts of
happenings in Calcutta. Mr Atulya
Ghosh passed this way and made an
authoritative statement from Goa con-
firming our worst fears. The honour
'of Indian womanhood was involved,
and this was the talk of the town for
some time, so much so that we had
forgotten all about the demand for a
judicial enquiry here into the Feb-
ruary riots.

On May 20 about 160 Jana Sanghi
dames were lined up at the Santa
Cruz airport waving saffron flags to
be photographed and to meet Mrs
Indira Gandhi. Their demand: Dis-
miss Basu-Hold an Impartial Judi-
cial Enquiry-Establish Governor's
Rule in Bengal, to save the Honour of
Indian Womanhood. The PM re-
ceived their memorandum and along
with our CM, Mr Naik, proc;eeded
towards Kala Nagar where another
show was waiting. The Shiv Sena
had brought in two lorry-loads of wo-
ment to protest against the atrocities
committed at Rabindra Sarobar where
two lorry-loads of women's garments
were found three days after the event.
After garlanding a specially arranged
Shivaji bust under a pandal the PM
received their memorandum, the con-
tents of which, it is a safe guess to
say, very few of the simple women
assembled there had understood. It

passed, and they formed the "Maha
Gujarat Adivasi Autonomous Asso-
ciation" to agitate for this purpose.
Adivasi delegates from the Thana dis-
trict of Maharashtra-the Warlis-
expressed their solidarity and offered
full support. Earlier, on the opening
day, Smt. Godavari Paruleker (CPI-
M), who along with her husband,
the late Mr Shamrao Paruleker, had
done pioneering work serving the
Warlis, was accorded a reception by
the Daangi Adivasis and taken in ;l.
procession. Paruleker is a name re-
called with affection in the "short and
simple annals" of these poor. folks.

Meanwhile, leaders of the Mahara-
shtra Congress are reported to be
taking effective measures to 'prevent
the communists misleading the Adiva-
sis of Thana district. Recently the
Indian Express gave the alarming news
on the front page that "Kanu Sanyal's
men have sneaked into Thana" and
that Naxalite activity had started
among the Adivasis.

¥o ¥o

The daily newspapers of Bombay,
especially the Marathi dailies, con-
trolled by the Marwari section of big
business, had played an important role

FRONTIER

the National SSP. Out of the 20
SSP members in the Legislature, 14
broke away and formed the Kerala
SSP which recently called itself the
Indian Socialist Party. The remain-
der, six strong, formed the National
SSP which is trying to undermine the
ISP and oust its two representatives'
from the Cabinet. The ISP has cut
a ridiculous figure of late. It had
threatened to quit the Cabinet if ,ac-
tion was taken against its member,
who is he Finance Minister. But
though the Finance Minister has been
forced to resign, the ISP seems to
have forgotten its threat and still
clings on to the Ministry in which it
has now one representative.

HOW many people know that
Adivasis constitute about 13

per cent of India's population? Al-
most a forgotten people, their struggle
for survival is never reported in the
Press until s,omewhere they start
slinging arrows in reply to the high-
handedness of the "civilised" people
and their police. The other day a
two-day conference of the Adivasis of
Southern Gujarat was held at Ahwa,
Dangs district, to protest against the
barasahebs who take their land, labour
and money. It appears, the Collector
of Bulsar has served notices on the
Adibasi residents of Saputara, a 0001
hilly place, to vacate so that it could
serve the sethias of Surat and Ah-
medabad who do not find their air-
conditioners good enough. The land-
grabbers and moneylenders have been
taking their lands all these years and
their simmering resentment found
some expression at the conference.
In fact they were in a mood to fight
for a separate State for themselves
like the Nagas and Mizos, but it was
a multi-party conference, and their
demands had to be toned down.
However, a resolution demanding full
regional autonomy was unanimously
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sub-committee of the Co-ordination
Committee to be set up to go, into
.charges of corruption against Minis.-
tel's. This is likely to lead to open
clashes between the followers of the
different parties : from verbal accusa-
tions at top level to street brawls at
cadre level, seem a logical develop-
ment. If the Marxists accept a for-
mula approved by other partners in
the Front in regard to the procedure
of enquiring into allegat~'Ons of cor-
ruption, it should be possible for the
United Front to have a smooth pas-
sage in future. But it is a big If: the
Marxists, at present, are intransigent.

The United Front tangle has been
further complicated by the activities
of a comparatively new splinter group,



was more or less a copy of the first
memorandum, now expressing the
great concern of the Shiv Sena for
law and order in Bengal and demand-
ing an "impartial judicial enquiry".
Photographs showed our genial CM
amidst them, but not many remem-
bered his distaste for the "time-tak-
ing" judicial enquiries. The next me-
morandum on the same subject was
presented to the PM at Raj Bhavan
where ordinary women do not go.
There the Sethanis who would not
like to get mixed up with the middle-
class females were waiting; wives of
big bankers and big industrialists, who
call on the Governor not infrequently
to while away their time, were there,
and since no one could take a second
place there was a goodly number of
memoranda, of course representing
different women's organisation~.

Since the Maharashtra Congress
had set its face against a judicial
inquiry after the Shiv Sena riots, the
opposition 'parties who were never
concerned about the fate of the mino-
rities here shifted their attention to
the border issue; there were how-
e~er a few public-spirited souls who
would not give up. Not having any
particular axe to grind in local poli-
tics they were bold enough to form
a "Bombay Riot Legal Aid and In-
quiry Committee". This unofficial
inquiry committee was constituted by
a former judge of Bombay High
Court, Mr M. V. Paranjpe, and a
retired judge of the City Civil Court,
Mr N. S. Sbrikhande, and assisted by
the well-known lawyers, Mr Rajni Patel
and Mr Ram Jethmalani. The Maha-
rashtra Government, much to the sur-
prise of many, took a hostile attitude
and issued a circular forbidding Gov-
ernment employees from offering any
co-operation to this committee. Apart
from the Government ban, the com-
mittee was faced with a situation in
which the victims of the riot were
afraid to come forward to give any
evidence because the Shiv Sena had
revived its activities; it called for no
ordinary boldness to give evidence
agllinst the ;police or the SS and
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"Please don't reveal our identity" was
the common demand from those who
were willing to speak out.

H so happened that the 'first wit-
ness narrated the burning and loot-
ing that had taken place with the full
approval of the local police, when, a
few miles away from the Bombay
Union of Journalists' Hall, the Shiv
Sena women were expressing their
worry about the law and order situa-
tion in Calcutta; the committee had
started examining witnesses on May 20
at the B-U-J Hall, and witness after
witness stated how the colossal des-
truction and orgy of looting could
have been prevented if only the police
had responded to the SOS from the
public. Social workers, shopkeepers,
hoteliers and a number of middle-
class employees gave evidence on the
first day, and reports show that' every-
body had the same story of police in-
difference to narrate. The highlight
of the second day was a revelation by
a former Home Guards Comman-
dant, one Mr Gadgil, that the Gov-
ernment had prevented the Home
Guards from doing their duty during
the riots. It appears that Mr Gadgil
resigned to record "his ;protest against
the failure of the organisation to pro-
tect the lives and property of the
people".

One should imagine that there are
many conscientious officers in the City
Police also, who like Mr Gadgil,
would have revealed a lot of facts
now hidden from the public, if only
the Maharashtra Government had not
adopted such a hostile attitude to-
wards a judicial probe. And how is
it that Mr Nijalingappa and so many
others who had cried out for a judi-
cial inquiry in Bombay immediately
after the riots, have chosen to forget
all about it? Speaking to an admir-
ing crowd of "Jaycees" (Sethia-1ets in
the Junior Chamber of Commerce)
the other day, Mr S. K. PatH, MP,
emphasized the importance of mak-
ing the judicial inquiry at Calcutta
absolutely impartial and free from
politics; somehow Mr Patil forgot to
mention that his own BPCC had cal-
led for something like that in Bombay
too, not so long ago. Now it is sauce
only for the goose I

Bihar

Ramgarh Again

N. K. SINGH

THE long awaited third-rouild
expansion of the Congress-led

coalition Ministry if} Bihar did not
reach the target of 40 Ministers.
Only 1 7 names were on the list but
at the last moment an MLA of the
Hul-Jharkhand Party joined the Cabi-
net, giving the political situation a
new turn. Till nOw the Hu1-Jhar-
khand members were sitting on the
opposition benches, though they never
opposed the Congress openly.

Till now the percentage of Rajputs
is high in the Ministry. Bhumihars
are in the dissident camp and there
is a complete absence of Momins and
Kurmis (lower castes) among the
Cabinet rank. On the other hand
Cabinet posts have been distributed
much too freely. Of the 40 odd
MLAs who have been roped in so
far from as many as six small parties
to back the coalition, more than a
third are already members of the
ministerial team. What is worse, more
than 43% of the Janta Party (or in
the words of the late Mr Nehru-
helicopter party) MLAs are Minis-
ters. Both the Shoshit Dal and the
Jharkhand Party have received a big-
ger representation in the Ministry
than they deserve. So the Ministry is
in the cesspool of instability. No one
knows who is going to get what port-
folio or when. Even those who have
got the portfolios are not sure that
they will remain in their posts.

Mr K. B. Sahay is once reported to
have said that he would either be the
head or headache of Bihar. Gone
are his days, and the Raja Bahadur
of Ramgarh, Mr Kamakhya Narayan
Singh, is now-a-days in his full
strength. He is both the head
and headache-head through Sardar
Harihar Singh and a headache for the
people. He is the best all-round
defector in Bihar politics. Actually
his ambition is to be the Chief Minis-
ter of Bihar. So far his Janta Party
has had 11,IOthingto do with the janta

JUNE 7, 1969



GYAN KAPUR

Calcutta Diary

described it as communist propa-
ganda; the opposition (LTC, CPI,
CPI-M, SSP) urged the Government
to dismiss the Advocate General; the
AG himself has threatened to resign.
He says his action was in the interest
of the State (perhaps, by giving a free
hand to Ramgarh I) and in his opinion
it' was not necessary to consult the
Cabinet about withdrawal of the
appeal.

At the instance of the Union Law
Ministry, the State Government has
referred the entire issue to the Attor-
ney General of India. The Chief
Minister's attitude towards the State's
Advocate General should be clear by
inference: the Congress President
(who favours privy purses) has re-

primanded him for permitting the AG
to do what he liked in the matter.

9

Congress in West Bengal is very
much a dying force and capitalists as
a class are not known for their loyalty
to those who. have outlived their utili-
ty. So. no. help can be expected from
that quarter directly. As a result the
Congress has decided ~a let out part of
the premises to same business houses,
the last resort of the householder
fallen on evil days. Perhaps,
some one will be found to have
a little charity in his heart and
for old times's sake bale out
the Congress from a difficult situation
by ,paying the amount necessary to tide
over its difficulty whether the rent is
justified by the current market (ate or
not.

Even then it is possible that the
Congress might be faced with the prob-
lem of a surplus staff. With the
changed political situation in the
State, there may be hardly work for all
of them. Already ten cars have been
garaged and presumably their drivers
will be laid off before long. In the
present Gilbertian situation it is not
unlikely that tl).ese threatened em-
ployees might approach the Labour
Minister to help them keep their jobs

FRONTIER

THE unbelievable has happened.
The Congress in West Bengal

has gone broke, literally, and there
is nothing in the kitty. There is
something funny in the situation and
also a little sad. After the continu-
ous run of success for the last 20
years (during which many fortunes
were made) the vultures it seems have
left nothing for the party which nur-
tured them.

Misfortunes .proverbially never
come alone. Election reverses in the
mid-term poll were followed by the
severe defeat in the Calcutta Corpo-
ration and now even the satisfaction
of having a comfortable bank balance
is denied the party. Not only that,
the new office-bearers of the West
Bengal Provincial Congress Com-
mittee are worried how to meet the
housekeeping expenses, thus falling
in line with thousands of ordinary
people and big and small industrial
establishments whose better days are
past.

With the passing of the Act against
company donations there is nothing
to hope for from that quarter. More-
over, rats desert a sinking ship. The

Bahadur himself fild a suit as the
managing director of the Ramgarh
Farms and Industries Ltd., which con-
cerns about 3 lakh acres of land.

The Bihar Government instituted
suits against Ramgarh to protect its
rights and interests under the LR Act
in the Court of the Subardinate Judge,
Hazaribagh. It also moved the court
for the appointment of a receiver for
the properties in dispute. A receiver
was appointed by the Subordinate
Judge, Hazaribagh, but his order was
set aside by the Patna High Court.
The State Government then 111Pved
the Supreme Court. While the ap-
peal was pending the Advocate Gene-
ral of Bihar withdrew it.

Once again voices were raised in
protest but nat from all quarters this
time. The Jana Sangh and Swatantra
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(people), It is a home-made party
which contains only the family mem-

.bers of the Raja.
This helicopter leader, (he used to

make his speeches from helicopters
in his canstituency) has brought some
of the names of central top figures
also in Bihar politics. It is said that
he has the blessings of Mr Ram
Subhag Singh Dr Karan Singh and Mr
Dinesh Singh. After giving so many
jerks to Bihar he has pravided a new
bombshell. The State Government's
appeal (pending before the Supreme
Court) seeking appointment of a
receiver for the landed property and
mines of the Ramgarh Raja which form
the subject matter of protracted liti-
gatian between the State of Bihar and
the Raja of Ramgarh, has been with-
drawn by the Advocate General of
Bihar.

Disclosing some of, the facts, Pandit
H. N. Mishra said that 246 suits were
pending for disposal in the court of
the Sub-Judge, Hazaribagh. Raja
Bahadur K. N. Singh was the record-
ed proprietor of Ramgarh Estate and
Serampur Estate, which were notified
under the Bihar Land Reform Act's
Section 3 ( 1) in the Bihar Gazette,
dated November 3, 1951. But prior
to the notification the Raja had set
up 23 limited companies and sold to.
them different parcels of his estates
and also created a number of main-
tenance grants and trusts in favour of
his family members and agnatic rela-
tions. These transactions became the
subject-matter of litigation after the
estates of the Raja were notified
under the LR Act.

Out af the 23 companies which
were set up by the Raja, 13 instituted
suits against the State of Bihar; seven
of them agnatic relations of the Raja
concerned the trust created by him,
five by the family members of the
Raja relating to maintenance grants.
His cousin, Mr P. N. Singh, also ins-
tituted a suit claiming to have pur-
chased the Serampur Estate from the
Raja of Ramgarh; 246 suits were also
filed by Mr B. N. Singh, brother of
the Raja, as chairman of the 246
trusts created by his brother. These
suits were filed in 1948. The Raja



.or for the Minister to take it up with
the Congress.

The inexorable march of bloody
events has at last brought some half-
hearted realism among the UF part-
ners, or at least some of them. While
meetings have been held among 'the
so-called 'Big Five', clashes of
course, have continued, with fresh
murders thrown in for a good mea-
sure. The number of parties in the
UF is too many for any cohesive
action to be planned without some of
them taking the initiative. Otherwise
it could only remain a debating so-
ciety. As such it was inevitable that
developments should take place lead-
ing to some arrangement to this end
and the meetings of the 'Big Five'
are the result. They are so to say,
the 'Cabinet' of the UF .outside the
Government.

It is well and good that the dan-
gers to the Front and its carrying out
its programme have been realised
by the Big Fl1ve. Time alone 'will
show, however, how far they mean
to act on their professions. Already
the leaders talk as if they had been
united all along and it is the rank
and ;file who will have to be pulled
up and made to toe the unity line.
Facts, to \which we may close our
eyes, remain facts all the same. The
last general election only about two
years back was fought by two sepa-
rate Fronts and it was only the pres-
sure of the people which brought into
being one United Front. The common
people, which does not always
mean the party faithfuls, in fact were
more advanced in their understanding
of the immediate tasks than the lead-
ers who had got themselves bogged
down in particular parts of Marxist
treatises. Ultimately the people did
win and went on to record a resound-
ing victory in the mid-term poll, which
was just like telling the leaders, "Now
we have put you there, do the best you
can." But present events show that
their best does not amount to much.
They have forgotten little and learnt
much less. For it is inconceivable
that the rank and file of the different
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parties could become .so hostile to
one another unless the leaders looked
on benignly, even if they did not acti-
vely support such things. From their
public postures no one possibly could
be left in doubt which way the wind
was blowing, much less the rank and
file.

The large mass of UF supporters
who are not committed to any party
did not really bargain for this in-fight-
ing which helps no one but the entren-
ched vested interests and makes a
mockery of the United Front. The
neces,8r,ty at carrying Ion ceaseles,'8
ideological warfare against one ano-
ther by the UF partners leaves them
cold. If the belated realization has
dawned on the UF partners that they
were sent in with an overwhelming
majority to do what little they could
and not for thrashing one another, it
is a good augury.

It is refreshing to hear that the
UF partners have at last admitted
that some anti-social elements 'or
rowdies had entered their parties. If
this is a genuine admission, and there
is no reason to suppose otherwise,
this may be the beginning of a differ-
ent approach to the problem. At
present the whole issue of political
murders appears to have become
heavily clouded. As writers like Nai-
paul, and Nirad Chaudhari have ob-
served, the influence of caste is all-
pervasive in India and it lfinds new
expressions. The fanaticism moving
different brands of Marxists has in it
something of the elements of religious
and caste bigotry which inflames pas-
sions and leads to killing on the flimsi-
est grounds. On the other hand it is
a peculiarity of this fanaticism that
whatever the objective conditions,
everything else is forgotten and only
the caste or religion of the victim is
remembered.

With two elections in two years and
some movement Or the other going
on, it is unavoidable that all sorts of
persons will come in touch with the
different parties and locally may be
known as belonging to these parties.
It is a political mistake to take any-

thing happening to any such person
as against the party. For then any
mischief done by such persons will
also recoil on the party.

Barring a few incidents, where local
units of different parties were involved,
most of the others were isolated ones
of an individual nature. Direct clash-
es between party units can certainly
be avoided by agreement and if the
perspectives are not lost sight of. As
for the others, nothing is to be gained
by looking for a political slant to plain
murder which is bad enough. Isolat-
ing the anti-social elements in itself
might reduce the problem. But then
everythng here is controversial. Mr
Jyoti Basu might have said the last
word on the subject. As reported, he
was not sure why a rowdy could not
change for the better. A very noble
sentiment, no doubt. But if rowdies
wanting to reform are attached to
different parties, there will always be a
few drop-outs. And so we are where
we were.

From present indications, the West
Bengal Government is going to have
its hands full with offers for take-over
of running firms. While the affair of
Westinghouse, Saxby and Farmer .(P)
Ltd. goes on dragging, the Govern-
ment has been saddled with a distillery
which owed Rs. 2,50,000 and no
means to do so. And now, hard on
the heels of the clash between CPI
(M) and SUC elements in the
Krishna Silicate and Glass Works
Ltd., Jadavpur, has aome the offer to
hand over the factory to the workers
or the Government, whoever cares to
take it. The Birp,n Mitra spirit seems
to be rampant. Apparently some of
the bulk shareholders of the company
do not even want Re 1 and are
prepared to hand over their shares to
the workers, free of all charge. In his
letter making the offer, a director of
the company is said to have stated
that inter-union rivalry has aome to
such a pitch that the very existence of
the factory is threatened. A lock-out
has been dedared.

It is to be hoped that all this will
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ElectrIcity is indispensable to industrialisation. A better example of this can hardly be found thatl the
developments in India over the past decade and a half. .
Since 1951. when our great cycle of five year plans was launched. electricity generated in India has
grown from 1.8 million KW in 1951 to about I I million KW4ca 1965-a 600 per cent Increase. As the
pace of our industrialization quickens and its scale enlar~. the figure is estimated to touch
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sober the workers and make them stop
their mutual fights. But one can't be
so sure, judging by the past. As Lor
the Govf>mment, it has either to take
over the company or take steps to
ensure some sort of an uneasy truce
among the warring sections of the
workers, neither of which is going to
be easy.

The affair of Krishna Glass brings
home again one aspect of the trade
union movement-its utter unreality at
times. It is one thing to press for and
try to get demands accepted when the
p'lrticular industry is in a position to
pay. It is suicidal when the industry
itself wants to close down, and any
precipitate demand might provide
just the required excuse to the
management. Unfortunately, trade
unionists have refused to see the
difference between the two, leading to
untold and avoidable misery for
thousands. Or maybe it is just that
many of them are incapable of know-
ing the difference.

To return to Krishna Glass. It
happens to be one of the important
suppliers of bottles and phials to the
pharmaceutical and oosmetics industry
of Calcutta. Any closure of this fac-
tory is going tp have a chain reaction
affecting many units, big and
small, more men may be laid off
than just in the glass factory. No
doubt some Minister or the other will
request the company directors for a
little more time and until then to keep
the factory open. Our militant trade
unionists would do well to remember
that the greed of industrialists may be
unlimited, but being made of flesh and
blood, their capacity for facing trouble
is elastic. After a certain limit, the
hardiest of them and their henchmen
decide to call it a day and look for
greener pastures. In this case they
have already prepared themselves by
having a factory in another part of the
country. Wisdom lies in knowing
where to stop.
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Communist Parleys
KAJAL SEN

AS could be expected the CPl-
. CPI(M) meet in Calcutta over

the last weekend evoked considerable
interest in the Indian Press. And not
without reason. Since 1964 the com-
munists with their in-fighting have
always made good newspaper copy;
the going became particularly good III

Kerala where from] 967 onwards the
two parties while staying in the same
Ministry have never lost an oppor-
tunity to unleash vicious attacks at
each other, giving the Press ample
scope to point out the ilIogic~lity of
having United Front governments.
The Calcutta summit, far from causing
any apprehensions about the 'danger'
of communist unity> only had news-
papers reiterate that fundamental
differences stilI remained. The joint
communique which spoke of the need
to consolidate the United Fronts was
interpreted as a vague document which
evaded the basic issues that "divided"
the two parties. In fact going through
the newspaper reports and comments
one could not help feeling that all the
talk about differences was rather
laboured, that the big-business con-
trolled newspapers were looking for
differences where none really exist.
The parties themselves almost acknow-
ledged this when by mutual agreement
they chose to keep Mr Ranadive and
Mr Dange out of the talks, which
shows that any difference that might
exist is more personal than anything
else. The acceptance of the UF as
a tactical line by both was indicative
of the absence of any real difference
on a major issue.

In dealing with the matter, the
Hindustan Times has also taken into
consideration the Swatantra-J ana
Sangh-BKD parleys which ended ab-
ruptly as the Jana Sangh leadership
was divided on the subject. The paper
feels that talk of unity or merger
among political parties, be they of the
Left or the Right, is based on the
shaky assumption that the Congress

will not be returned to power at the
Centre, in the ]972 genera] election,
'even though recent election trends
have revealed the opposite, that
several States have thrown out United
Front governments and reinstalled
"Congress-]ed ones". About the unity
talks themselves the paper says that
the apparently little difference bet-
ween the two communist parties has
turned out to be a heavy wedge and
the talks aimed at narrowing down
differences in the United Front Gov-
ernments in West Bengal and Kerala
have also largely failed. In fact the
two parties have found that they were
using a comm,on tactic one against
the other, the tactic being to use the
United Front as an instrument for ex-
panding communist influence at the
expense of allied parties. The CPI-
(M) applied this tactic, often through
vio]~t means, on the CPI which left
the latter no alternative but to stand
by smaller parties of the United Front.
If the CPI stuck to the Indian Socia-
list Party in Kera]a during the Kunju
affair, it was because the party felt
it would be its turn to get the same
treatment next. Warning against at-
tempts to forge artificial unity, the
paper at the same time assures that
while such talks might continue noth-
ing signi'ficant was likely to emerge as
long as the Congress maintained its
health.
The Statesman is more guarded in

its appraisal of the talks. The pro-
duction of an agreed communique is
considered enough success, particu-
larly considering the circumstances
since ]964. It wilI be too early for
the two parties to merge and forget all
their disputes and an agreement ,on
common specific programmes should
be enough at this stage. And it
seemed clear from the Calcutta talks
that both parties have realized that a
certain amount of co-existence was
essential for the survival of either.
At the same time, however, one should
take note of the fact that s,ome pro-
minent members of either side were
absent from the talks which suggests
a deeper rift than is already apparent.
Again whether the realization for
greater unity has percolated to the
rank and file is a matter of doubt,
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particularly in the context of recent
happenings at a number of places in
West Bengal where rivalry among
Front members, for control of trade
unions and kisan sabhas, is growing.

But, the paper hastens to point out,
even single-party and homogeneous
governments are not always unani-
mous on all issues and differences
among the diverse units of the United
Fronts should surprise nobody. Also,
the semblance of unity arrived at in
the Calcutta talks (the paper is not
willing to comment on whether the
CPI's initiating the talks had anything
to do with a directive from Moscow)
between the two warring groups should
not sadden people with differing poli-
tical views; while United Fronts with
some cohesion are not incapable of
doing good, the United Fronts that
are divided can do immense harm to
the people. It is hoped the two par-
ties would concentrate on implement-
ing the agreed programmes instead of
wasting everybody's time by getting
engaged in pointless disputations.

Basic Conflicts
The recent clashes between the CPI

and the CPI(M) betray, according to
the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the exist-
ence of fundamental conflicts which
the Calcutta talks did little to end.
The absence of some senior lead-
ers of the two parties from the
talks might not also have been acci-
dental; the paper believes it was due
to their refusal to fall in line with the
trend of thinking that led to the talks.
It should also be noted that the Cal-
cutta talks were preceded by a bitter

. attack against the CPI from the other
party's Central Committee and ended
with a counter-attack on the CPI (M)
by a secretariat member of the CPI.
Inter-party recriminations and clashes
are not con1finedto the two communist
parties only. The paper takes note
of this and wonders whether an agree-
ment for smooth working between
these two parties would solve the
problem. Incidentally, it is interest-
ing to note that the paper feels the
two CPs have joined he United Front
governments to prepare the path for
capture of power through revolution.

The Patriot finds the issuing of a

MAY }J, 1%9
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JOInt communique by the two parties
encouraging. The paper says the
meeting in Calcutta was a good augury
for democratic unity among the peo-
ple. The meeting recognized that
radical movements would suffer if the
United Fronts were allowed to col-
lapse because of disputes between the
two premier partners. The two should
sincerely accept that at present the
development of the United Front con-
cept was more important than work-
ing for partisan advantage. The
understanding arrived at in Calcutta
will have to be strengthened, fOr which
a "moratorium" will have to be declar-
ed on the kind of wrangling that one
noticed in the last few weeks.

Lucky Ministers
Of all State Ministers, those belong-

ing to West Bengal are perhaps the
luckiest. With the State continuing
to be in the news, hardly a day passes
without one or other of the 31 Minis-
ters featuring in the country's news-
papers. Inner-party wrangling brought
Mr Sudhin Kumar, the Food Minis-
ter, to the fore and the Council abo-
lition Bill, Mr Jatin Chakravorty. But
the luckiest so far (apart from the
big guns) has been the Commerce and
Industries Minister, Mr Sushil Dhara.
His four-day hunger-strike in protest
against the gherao at Jaldhaka, hit the
headlines in almost every daily in the
country. The Times of India carried
the news on its front page with a pic-
ture of the Minister. Three Calcutta
dailies carried longish editorials on the
subject. Incidentally, it might be re-
called that in 1967 also Mr Dhara had
managed to shoot into prominence by
raising a lone voice against gherao.
Then also he was the Industries
Minister.

However, what happened at Jal-
dhaka was really strange. The
workers should have known that a
gherao (they, however, called it a sit-
in) of the Minister would not lead to
any fruitful result, particularly when
the demands included such issues as
reinstatement. The Minister's action
on the other hand was equally point-
less. He was proving his allegiance
to Gandhian principles, he said, but
to what effect? Even had he taken

his hunger-strike to the end that would
have hardly helped matters as the
workers seem to suffer from genuine
problems.

Mr Dhara's stand has evoked little
sympathy even among the members
of ,his own class. The Hindustan
Times wondered what was the point of
it all? Was it to show business exe-
cutives how they should counter
gherao that Mr Dhara went on hunger-
strike? The hunger-strike by the
Minister might, however, be taken to
highlight the helplessness of the UF
Ministry where gherao is concerned.
In fact while the Chief Minister has
made it clear that his Government was
against gherao as a legitimate trade
union weapon, the Deputy Chief
Minister has been somewhat ambigu-
OllS in his statements and there has
been a hilarious attempt to distinguish
between legitimate and illegitimate
gheraos.

The Hindusthan Standard sees ad-
venturism even in gheraos. And
since adventurism cannot be coun-
tered by legalistic methods, the three
parties to the dispute, the employer,
employee and the Government must
evolve a formula by which the workers'
demands can be settled. In the Jal-
dhaka incident, no private business-
man was involved, that a Minister of
the State was gheraoed by his own
employees.

Applauding Mr Dhara for his stand
the Amrita Bazar Patrika urges the
immediate need for finding a solution
to end gheraos which continue in the
industrial field despite a Calcutta High
Court ruling on the subject. And the
solution hardly lies in hunger-strike,
which, though praiseworthy, may not
be a succesful strategy in every case.
The Statesman which finds the

whole affair very strange wondered
why the Deputy Chief Minister, who
is also in charge of Home affairs, who
could release the Naxalites, found it
unnecessary to do anything for four
days. If this is allowed to happen
to a UF Minister then what will be
the fate of other, ordinary people?
(Commentator is on leave.-Editor)
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Theatre Of The Future
Z. H. KHAN

WHATEVER else might have
changed, the relationship bet-

ween actor and audience has remained,
for there can be no theatre unless both
these elements 'find a common interest.
From the days when drama was, a
ritual part of religion to today's ico-
noclastic society, many changes have
occurred on both sides of the prosce-
nium arch. The theatre then (as the
theatre now) had its counter-attrac-
tions but was able to survive not only
because it was able to change its
content and its form, but because it
presented man in an epic stature. If
the early Greeks, like Homer and
Sophocles, represented a society based
on slavery and Shakespeare and Mo-
liere a feudal class relationship, their
works live today not for anything else
but the discovery of the greatness in
man and that his potentialities are un-
limited. The works of Ibsen and
Chekhov reflect the decay of feudalism
and the rise of capitalism. As the
class forces began weighing against
capitalism, the theatre produced a
theorist and practitioner like Bertolt
Brecht. With the crisis getting deep-
er, there is evidence of greater po.lari-
sation to the extent where playwnghts
"entertain" a specifically proletarian
audience, for example Luis Valdez in
America and Daria Fa ip Italy.
Bertold Brecht wrote, "Our theatre

must encourage the thrill of compre-
hension and train people in the plea-
sure of changing reality. Our audi-
ence must not only hear how Prome-
theus was set free, but also train

Read:
EPIC THEATRE
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Brecht Society of India
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themselves in the pleasure of freeing
him. They must be taught to feel,
in our theatre, all the satisfaction and
enjoyment felt by the inventor and
the discoverer, all the triumph felt by
the liberator."

Although Brecht pointed out that a
work of art in a class-ridden society is
forced by prevalent values to suppress
social differences and conflicts and
present society a:; a whole, the true
artist ·finds himself more and more
critical and more and more rebellious.
It is perhaps for this reason that even
in America where capitalism is still
comparatively confident, the "new"
theatre is no longer limited to the
complacent strata of society but has
moved off-off Broadway, in the ex-
periments of Peter Brooks, in ha:ppen-
ings on street corners and dis-
cotheques.

All this points to one thing. It
may be a labour camp in California
or a tiny village in Italy, the theatre no
longer waits for an audience to come
to it-it goes where it can find it.
Among all this "formlessness" we can
see perhaps some shape of things to
come.

Polish Experiment
In Poland, perhaps the most far-

reaching experiments are being done
by Jerzy Grotowski in his Theatre
Lab. His main' approach rests on the
discovery of what is unique in the
theatre: something that cannot be
achieved by its mechanised counter-
parts, the cinema or television. He
started off by denuding the theatre of
everything that was superfluous-
make-up, costume, scenery, etc. Un-
fortunately the initiation, training and
development of the actors are stre-
nuous and long-drawn-out so that his
work is still more experimental than
"entertaining". One of Grotowski's
main planks is based on giving up the
formality of the stage and auditorium.
As in off-ofl-Broadway experiments,
so in the work of the Theatre Lab,
productions are staged amopg the
spectators, making them a !part of the
action, as it were.

This intimacy between actor and
audience. has to come because the
working man will come to the thea-

tre, in the words ,Of 1 Brecht, to
"enjoy, as entertainment, his own
terrible and never-ending labours b¥
which he is meant to support himself,
and suffer the shock of his 'own inces-
sant change. Here he may produce
himself in the easiest fashion; for the
easiest fashion of existence is in art."

It is becoming increasingly obvious
that the new reasoning, the radical
content which is attracting dramatists
and actors into its orbit, can no longer
be held within the perimeter of thc
old well-constructed play. The Thea-
tre of the Absurd" is perhaps one
trend which the present revolt has
thrown up. There are others not yet
fully crystallised.

One can easily see that old forms
are in the process of decay, and
although new forms have not taken
any positive shape, every conscious
and committed artist must take it as
his duty to give serious thought to
these things, take note and work to-
wards the new theatre.

In our city signs of this struggle are
very much in evidence. Theatre peo-
ple are no longer fearful of experi-
ment and some bold ventures have
ben recently witnessed. In the last
six months the boldest experiment was
Kalmaspad Natak, presented by the
Pavlov Institute. It reflected many
developments that have taken place in
the West. It carried ·the influence of
Brecht as much as that of the "Ab-
surd". It attempted a new idiom,
and although it got its "metaphors
mixed", its challenge to existing forms
was clearly articulated.

Another commendable effort was
Squad 31's Headline. Here, too, the
revelt agaip.st existing forms was
easily discernible, and although one
cannot yet see the emergence of any
definite trend, there are sufficient
indications to show that producers in
Calcutta are straining at the leash to
change over to a new form.

What has not yet been tried with
any consistency is the m~ed for the
new audience. Under local political
conditions a middle-class spectator
may applaud the new experiments, but
the real audience, the audience which
Brecht had in mind, has yet to be
approached, has yet to be entertained.
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to help the (.revolutionary movement
but what he has riot grasped is that

. the form of 'help should vary and oe
c.ommensunite with the strength of the
giver country. Was China really
silent? Contrasted with the Russian
loquacity her reticence was eloquent
enough. Two facts may be recalled
here. First, when the Ayub regime
in the first days of the revolution
sought to misuse the statement of a
Chinese official in a partisan way in
its favour, it drew a sharp rebuttal
from the Chinese Embassy in Pakis-
tan. Secondly, the pro-Peking ele-
menls were the most advanced fighters
against the Ayub regime. Had China
not been in opposition to the reac-
tionaries, the dominant secti.on of the
rebels would not have remained pro-
Peking. This is simple logic. But it
is true that China was not loud
enough. With the USA, the Soviet
Union and India (the Indian Govern-
ment allowed \men and material to
fly across to East Pakistan to suppress
the rebellion there.) trying to draw
Pakistan into an alliance against
China, should she consent to facili-
tate her own defeat and destruction by
allowing the enemies to unite on her
border? The imperialists and the
social-imperialists are trying to pro-
voke the Chinese and lay a trap for •
them. Should they childishly fall
into the trap instead of skilfully
manoeuvring against the crafty and
at the present moment, stronger
enemy? The ~arxists, for tactical
reasons, make a difference between
the colony-owning bourgeoisie and
the colonial bourgeoisie, between the
capitalist-imperialist countries and
their running dogs and those countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America
belonging to the intermediate zone.
Regarding the latter countries, China
does not attack, unless she is attacked.
Flexibility based ~m principle is not
opportunism.

A socialist China surrounded by
imperialists, revisionists and reaction-
aries should not, from the purist view-
point, conclude any economic trea-
ties, should not compromise, in fact,
should not exist at all. The problem
is to be able, through all the com-
promises imposed- by the force of

His IVfanasha, on the other hand, ha5
a simple quaint charm that is remi-
niscent .of .old .ole.ographs, particular-
ly the praducts .of the well-knawn
Calcutta Art Studio which went out
.of existence six .or seven decades aga.

The exhibitian includes a number
.of non-religious paintings. Amang
these is an .oil .of a little girl fallen
asleep while seated, a campetent job.
The mast appealing are hawever the
pen-and-ink sketch .of a flack .of craws
an a naked branch and twa Chinese
style flower studies.

Altagether the paintings, neat and
well executed, add up ta a fine show.

Letters

But far the Pravda article an Pakis-
tan reproduced in your paper (~ay
I0) I could scarcely kn.ow that the
Soviet Union toole such a reactionary
stand in favour 9f-jg.e Ayub regime.
And many of your readers must have
shared my astonishmen:t at .Mr Jyotir-
bikash Kundu's lack of' appreciation
(~ay 24) of this act of journalism.

The contribution by A. Filipov
answers in a way the oft-repeated ac-
cusation with which ~r Kundu ends
his letter. Why are the 'genuine
~arxists', i.e.' the Chinese commu-
nists, silent on the Pakistan revolu-
tion, sarcastically asked The States-
man, and now Mr Kundu repeats the
refrain. .This prompts me to ask-
does he want China to do away with
the! theory of peaceful c?-existence and
interfere in the internal affairs of
another country? Of course, this
theory of peaceful co-existence does
not and must not require the people
in capitalist countries to follow suit
and compromises at home. The
people will continue to wage dif-
ferent struggles in accordance with
their different canditions. External
war by a socialist country is never a
substitute for revolutionary struggle.
The emancipation oE the people of
each country is their own task. ~r
Kundu has grasped well that it is the
bounden duty of a socialist country

FRONTIER'
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A Fine Show

By AN ART CRITIC

PAINTINGS of gods and godde~ses
and exploits of mythologIcal

figures like Krishna and the P~nd~vas
done in 'Indian Style' may Justdla-
bly been suspect to many. M,ore
often than not such paintings .of re-
cent origin look like bloodless, sex-
less imitations of the so-called Ben-
gal School at the Academy of Fine
Arts.

The exhibition of the late Deepen
Basu turned out to be a surprising
exception. Basu's temperas of gods
and goddesses have both strength and
beauty, the happy result of fine drafts-
manship backed by intensity .of feel-
ing. Admittedly, a few paintings,
particularly a Durga and the Shakun-
tala in lovely lines, remind .one .of
Nandalal Basu. But they are far
fram pale imitatians. They stand an
their awn merit.

The late Basu's farte was the line
which he used with cunning sensi-
tivity ta give his paintings their for-
mal grace and loveliness. One .of the
best in the shaw is the painting call- .
ed Rudra Bhairav, a depictian .of
fury and frenzy thraugh the use ..of
decorative lines. It is the same skill-
ed use .of decorative lines and strik- .
ing colaur that .invests three .of Basu's
four Durgas with resplendent beauty.
His Kalis are also good to loak at.
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Tagore. It
can-(ng on the

Tagorean traditio,:!... TI1Qugh mod-, ..•.
ern, self-c<:)Jilscious and full: of ~ri-
~ions, he is rooted in the Ind~;!Il" tra-
dian. Hence he is the most signifi-
cant poet at present, and not the
much publicised ]ibanananda.

ARJUN BANDHOPADHYAY
N aihati, 24.parganas

Mr Abheek Dasgupta (May 31) has
tried hard to stun me with a ponde-
rous display of erudition. So far as
I can see, however, he has not said
anything that rebuts the essentials of
my argument and he encores a strain
that cloys. Italicising the word
"alone" he said, "He was not alone,
but had with him 0tto Riihle." Now
if Mr Dasgupta were a schoolboy ans-
wering a question about the meaning
of a word, his answeT that "alone"
means "single" might pass off al.
though it would not gain him a good
mqrk from a serious teacher. For,
"alone" not only means "single" but
also, alone of its kind: of itself, or
by themselves. It is to explain the
essence of the lproblem that Lenin
himself coined the phrase 'remaining
alone like Liebknecht', and I took it
from him. Mr Dasgupta claims to
have studied Marxism well, yet he
gives a schoolboy's answer to a serious
theoretical questIOn. Could there be
anything more ludicrous?

PROBODH CHANDRA DUTrA

" Alone"

For FRONTIER readers in
West India can contact

S.D.CHANDAVARKAR
10, Kanara House
Mogal Lane, Mahim
Bombay-16
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Assam Tribune,
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lem of compromises. The revolutionary
proletariat must take advantage of
all the contradictions in the life of
society, of every weakness of its ene-
mies or of the intermediate strata, in
order to prepare for a new revolu-
tionary struggle, to repeat the struggle
in a broader arena, with the popula-
tion more developed. In his Left-
wing Ccmmunism-An lnfantile
Disorder, Lenin pleaded with the
German communists to go to parlia-
ment only to disperse it from within,
and not to win mare seats and form
a government. They were asked to
go to Parliament in order to hasten
the Soviet revolution in Germany and
not to compromise it. That is the
crux of the matter. As on the do-
mestic scene soon the international
scene Mr Kundu falls into the error
of capitulationism at once el)d and
of adventurism at the other.

A Reader,
Calcutta.

Poetry, East Bengal
Apropos Mr Rathindra Chotto-

padhyay's rejoinder (May 31), his
article 'Poetry Across the Border'
(May ]0) was 'pointless', not because
of the subject.matter but because it
'was full of contradictions-is 'pessi-
mism' the tradition of Tagore and
Bengal?

As for the subject-matter, Mr
Chattopadhyay is not the first com.
mentator. Mr Bishnu De had dealt
with it admirably in a series of radio
talks and articles. Ashim Roy also
wrote about it. The influence of the
language movements, the achieve-
ments of East Pakistanis in linguistics
their fight for social, cultural and
political freedom-all these had been
analysed.

It seems Mr Chattopadhyay does
not know the meaning of tradition.
In a loose sense all those who write
in Bengali are caught in the Bengali
tradition .. But in a significant sense
tradition is much more complex and
dialectical. ] ibanananda, in his tech.

_ nique and his content a static poet, is
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circumstances, to preserve, streng-
tHen and develop the revolutionary
consciousness of the people. China's
peaceful co-existence with Pakistan
evidently helped precisely this pro-
cess, while the Soviet revisionis~s' long
association with India just did the re-
verse. The allegation that China sent
huge military supplies to Pakiston is
largely unsubstantiated. But even if
she did send certain supplies, that
is understandable in the context of the
Soviet, American and Indian pressure
on Pakistan (so manifest in 1965),
to badger her into joining the anti-
China gherao.

Mr Kundu is a revolutionary abroad
but a conservative at home. Revolu-
tion is all right for Pakistan but for
India mid-term election and parlia-
mentary battle is the medicine. In
an earlier letter to the Editor 'quoting
Lenin' he ridiculed the so-called Na-
xalite attitude of no "compromise',
but he wants China to be doctrinaire.
It seems he has not read Lenin's
book from which he quoted to this
end, a~d still less understood the prob-
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in the modern industrial world, are le~ding to exciting end uses for the versatile fibre.
Jute is now woven as a fine fabric for the glamorous world of fashion and
furnishings. Jute is used for strength in pvc-coated pipes; it adds rigidity in the
making of small boats; it is endlessly versatile.

The BIRD-HEILGERS GROUP is in the forefront in winning new markets for jute-
the versatile fibre - both here and abroad.

Regd. C 2026
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