God's 'Chosen People’
Just because the mass media rarely, if ever, refers it, it does not mean it
does not exist. In fact, Christian fundamentalism is now firmly entrenched in
global politics. With a born-again Christian fundamentalist as President of
America this is hardly surprising. And that this can only further weaken already
embittered relations between the ‘West’ and the ‘Muslim World’ is too obvious to
need any explanation.
Represented by literally hundreds of small denominations and churches today,
particularly in America, Christian Zionism is today a formidable force and a
major actor in global politics. Christian Zionism comes in various shades, but the
core of its message is total, unflinching support to the state of Israel and the
Zionist imperialist project. Christian Zionists today exercise an enormous clout in
the Bush administration. Bush, too, may himself be characterised in some sense
as a Christian Zionist, for his policies in the Middle East and elsewhere clearly
reflect or tally with the Christian Zionist agenda.
War, conquest and imperialist domination, based on a fanatic insistence on the
absolute truth of Christianity and the racial superiority of the Jews lie at the very
heart of Christian Zionism. Christian Zionists believe that the Jews are God’s
‘Chosen People’ and that God has given the Jews the absolute right to complete
control over not just Palestine but, indeed, a vast stretch of territory, extending
from present-day Egypt to Iraq, the so-called ‘Greater Israel’. God, they claim,
has selected the Jews above all other people. Hence, they insist, those who
oppose the imperialist project of the advocates of ‘Greater Israel’ or the Zionist
occupation of Palestine are ‘God’s enemies’, deserving to be crushed by every
available means, including outright war and decimation.
Advocating Israel does not mean, however, that Christian Zionists accept
Judaism as a legitimate means of salvation after Jesus. Nor does it translate into
genuine love for the Jews, a departure from the traditional teachings of the
Church that, for centuries, viewed Jews as ‘Christ-killers’. Since Christian
Zionists believe that Christianity is the only religion acceptable to God, and that,
as the Bible claims, salvation is possible only through Jesus, they insist that Jews
cannot be ‘saved’ unless they convert to Christianity. Yet, because Christian
Zionists are dogged defenders of the state of Israel and are fiercely anti-Arab and
anti-Muslim, they have been able to establish a close nexus with right-wing
Jewish groups and with the Israeli state and are today an integral part of the
American-Israeli axis.
Christian Zionism is a call for global war. The belief that Christianity is the sole
truth, that all other faiths are ‘Satanic’ or ‘false’, that the Jews must all gather in
Palestine to fulfil so-called Biblical prophecies, and that a grand global war will
soon erupt leading to the massacre of hundreds of millions and heralding the
‘second coming’ of Jesus, who will establish his Christian kingdom extending till

the four corners of the world, clearly indicate the hate-driven, global expansionist
project of Christian Zionism.
‘Final Dawn Over Jerusalem’ is one of John Hagee’s major writings on
Christian Zionism. The aim of the book is to defend the Israeli occupation of
Palestine, to denounce those who seek to protest Israeli atrocities, and to
advocate the cause of ‘Greater Israel’, all this in the name of Christianity and
premised on the notion of the Jews as being allegedly God’s ‘Chosen People’.
Racism is integral to the Christian Zionist message.
Christian Zionism, rooted in tradition of the Crusades and a long history of
Church triumphalism, is a recipe for global war and Christian imperialism.
Moreover, it reflects a total lack of genuine spirituality, seeking to reduce the
notion of God into a petty, whimsical and racist dictator who willingly urges the
slaughter of innocents in order to protect the expansionist designs of his
supposedly ‘Chosen People’.
If all the ‘clash of civilisations’ thesis is to be prevented from coming true and
leading the world to the brink of Armageddon, Christian fundamentalist
imperialism cannot be left unchallenged. ???
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