Dual Power

Truth is dranger than fiction. The ruling authorities throughout the world seem to
have accepted the redity of dua
power, a least as a draegy of mantaining their officid presence in a desperate
gtuation. Insurgencies without marxis tag are increedngly getting powerful in most
third world countries by chdlenging traditiond pattern of governance. Faced with
harassment and uncertainty, the rulers everywhere would like to drike a ded with
insurgents, deliberatdy dlowing their adversaries to exert control hoping somewhat
agang hope that one day they could be pacified. True, some insurgents are regularly
returning to wha they cdl mansream by continudly surrendering ams but many
more are joining the rebels.

Indians have been witnessing this dud power syndrome for no less than five
decades in Nagdand. Also, in many pats of North-East padld adminigration
continues with different degrees of control despite massve date represson. And in
Kashmir, whether they admit it or not, in some areas government writ does not exist. It
may be short of dua power but government is hardly in a podtion to exercise its
exclusve authority. That maoists in India have crested some pockets of dua power is a
fact of life though New Dehi’s security drategists downplay the dternative scenario.
As for Asom ULFA is not just a state of mind, it makes its presence fdt by thwarting
cvil adminidration from time to time. It is agan a case of dud powr of trangtory
neture.

In truth the concept of dua power gets a fresh lease of life after the escdation of
war in Lebanon where lsrad and Hizbullah—a shiite militant outfit—trade deadly
drikes a the moment while the people of southern Lebanon can do little except to
minimise  sufferings in dlence. The Lebanese people of southern provinces of the
country have somehow reconciled themsdves to live with two centres of authority.

Pekigan is now a cdasic example of dud authority in the tribd bets aong
Pakistan- Afghenistan border. The British faled to tame the fiercdy independent
Pusthuns living in tribd agencies bordering Afghanigan. They used to rule nomindly
these areas through their politicd agents (mdiks as they are cdled locdly) without
ever trying to intefere in day to day adminigtration. With 80,000 Pekistani troops
engaged in confrontetion with idamic radicds adong PekistanAfghanistan border,
Wazirigan—the much disurbed triba agency—today looks like Pakistan's own
Kashmir, plagued by continuing violence and blood-letting. Not only are the Pakistani
militants now dronger than ever, ther dliance with the resurgent Afghan Tdiban has
been subgantidly dorengthened much to the dismay of the trouble-shooters of
Washington and Idamabad. The depth of insurgency vis-a-vis the absence of
Idamabad’s controlling authority can be gauged from the fact that Pekistani army
convoy can move through Wazirigan only with an escort of hdicopter gunships. And
in Afghanigan the ousted Tdiban are virtudly the other rulers in the rugged mountains
where Kabul’'s mandate does not work. Fighting is a way of life for most young
Afghans today though after 30 years of fighting ‘Afghanisan has lost two generaions
of middle class tdents. For dl practicd purposes US troops are leaving the Afghan



theatre leaving it to NATO forces to manage this unmanagebde land. Not that NATO
forces will be ale to abolish dud power dructure in Afghnisan anytime soon unless
both sides agree to compromise.

Duad power ds0 exigs in Indids another cose neighbour—Sri Lanka  Truce
between Tamil Tigers and Colombo government may be fragile but the very idea of
initiating peece process under internationd monitoring suggests among  other  things
tha Colombo cannot exert its influence and adminidrative authority over a Szedble
portion of the territory. In Iraq it is not yet a case of dud power but the way insurgency
is developing will soon plunge much of Sunni Irag into a duad power arangement.
Russans may not like it but they have no option but to tolerate a dtuation of dud
power in Chechnya.

Dud power essentidly sgnifies degpening political criss for a society that has to
face such a tragedy. The problem is that ordinary people in most cases die in cross-fire,
But lager redity remans aound. When lage segments of population reman
disstisfied and margindised dud power through insurgency or otherwise seems to be
thelogicd culmination. e e



