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IN 1966, the Congress did not dare hold a public meeting in Calcutta.
In 1971 the storm-troopers of the Congress (R) -the Chhatra parish ad

and the Youth Congress-were riding high on October 13, the bandh day.
Backed by the armed minions of the State, they cajoled and) coerced govern-
ment employees and i'actory workers who had stayed at home to go to
work, forcing many to pledge that they would not participate in
future bandhs; they occupied. vacant chairs, burnt up a bustee, beat up
workers and employees and helped part of the public transport to run.
Their arrogant depredations have continued. It is these people who are
beating drums to liberate East Bengal. A combination of such poopI
and the Awami League would be formidable indeed. But these blessecl
creatures of the ruling Congress also know how to confuse the public
They have now started a 'movement' against rising prices, a task which
should have been taken up long ago by the left parties but which was
ignored, perhaps because the little sha·rks of the market are also voters.

Even if the bandh had been a complete success, the dismissed
employees would not have been taken back. But a partial bandlh, as
it turned out to be. has III demoralising effect on the sponsors and
their cadres. They should. have known that the Central Governmen~
when it instructed the local bosses to terminate the services of 13
employees, had made all-out preparations to meet the challenge of the
bandh-the one weapon whiCh it knew for sure the CPM would
brandish. The Government had chosen a psychological moment-the
eve of the pujas for which we would not mind postponing a revolution,
not to speak of anti-dismissal measures. The pause and the Puj
exhilaration dissipated the energies of the resisters while the Government
went .ahead with the anti-lYanG.h preparations. Then the Centr
Gove~nment itself {struck, in \the ordnance rfactoritjs. Strike whl\ll th
opposite party is ina· state of suspended animation and; when mo
of the left parties are not serious about the whole business, keen as
some of them are· on setting up a democratic. coalition government with
the Congress(R) at the Centre. It must be admitted that the Union
Home Ministry led by Mrs Gandhi has acquired sophistication of a very
high order, perhaps under expert foreign advice. We Indians have never
been so shrewd in our timing-and so ruthless under a democratic facade.
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Counting On~Kulaks

of the dissenters have alrea<ly joined
the Ruling Congress; some others
may seek berth in a party genuinely
opposed to the system over which
Mrs Gandhi presides.

The CPI leaders will not repent.
Their sight is trained on office, which
they know will never be within their
reach because of their own acts of
betrayal. They are determined to ar-
rive, shoulder-borne by the Ruling
Congress. At Cochin they have
cleared the plan for an open alliance
with the Ruling Congress, and in the
States where Assembly elections will
be held next year the CPI will seek __
an alliance with the Ruling Congress
to defeat the forces of right reaction
and left sectarianism. But will the
Ruling Congress oblige even though
it has no reason to take the CPr lea-
ders seriously when they say that the
purpose of their collaboration is to
cause further splits in the Ruling
Congress to separate the progressive
grain from the reactionary chaff?
No party in absolute command wil-
lingly shares power with another,
however servile and inconsequential
the latter may be. Mrs Gandhi's
progressiveness may stop short of
admitting the CPI to her Cabinet or
permitting her party to enter into any
aIliance with the CPI in the States,
The CPI is eager to serve, but it may
not be allawed to serve; after all, the
master's is the deciding voice. The
CPI leaders have slurred over this
possibility, for that would have made
a mockery of their party line. They
hope that in recognition Of their ab-
jectiveness the Prime Minister will)
in a moment of mercy, throw a few
crumbs at them from her overfull
plate.

The case for a salid agricultural
income tax has been sa well establish-
ed, over the last five years, by official
spokesmen on Indian economics, that
the State Chief Ministers, in their
recent meetirig with the Union Fin-
ance Minister, could not think. up

Congress (R) has been condoned.
So when the Congress (R) gangs up
with the repressive forces On a bandh
'day to attack other people-a dange-
rous phenomenon-not many react
with force.

The chickens are coming home to
roost. One way out is to come to
some sort Of a working, tactical un-
derstanding with those who are
opposed to the State forces-not for
the sake of elections, however.
Another is to complain in writing to
the Governor and Mrs Gandhi, as if
they are or can be impartial. At the
moment however the rulers of both
India and Pakistan are busy working
up a war psychosis and patriotism,
the last refuge Of political charlatans.

and the Chhatra Parishad their com-
mon enemy.

Shorn Ofhigh-falutin verbiage, what
the CPI has done at Cochin is to de-
clare itself officially a tail of the Rul-
ing Congress. The characterisation
or the appellation is not new, though
the party vehemently resents both.
The tail can flatter itself with the il-
lusion that it has a will and direction
of its own and a day will come when
it will be in a position to wag the
dog. But illusion is no armour
against reality, and the day may not
be far off when the party will find that
it signed i.ts own. death-warrant in
Cochin. The leaders of the party are
conscious sinners; otherwise they
would not have tried ta present the
party's ignoble capitulation to the Rul-
ing Congress in Kerala as a victory for
the party's new line to make the
Ruling Congress a prisoner of the
left and democratic forces. But it is
difficult to believe that a party which
once believed in the communist path
consists entirely of opportunists and
renegades. There are some sincere,
though naive, members in the party
as was evident from the feeble voice
of dissent at Cochin. It was drown-
ed in the roar of Chairman Dange,
but reservations remain. Pursuing the
party's policy to its logical end some

Longing For Crumbs

What to do ~ Even a child knows
that a divided left cannot face the
fascists. People understand and have
taken part in confrontations with the
forces of 'law and order.' Repression
has bred resistance, but when politi-
cal parties connive with the police
and intensify inter-'party velltd~tas
without caring to find out and expose
the police provocateurs of innumera-
ble political murders, the general re-
action tends to be one of sickened

- apathy. Leftists have formed peace
committees, with the Congress (R)
rowdies against the CPI(ML) in the
name of public resistance. Murder
most foul in Cossipore-Baranagar,
Howrah, Ichhapur, Jadavpur and
elsewhere by the police and the

The ninth congress of the CPI has
provided the party's tactical line of
naked grovelling before the Ruling
Congress with new ideological clo-
thes. The eight-day session was a
bore with self-styled Communists try-
ing to prove in vain their revolution-
ary credentials. The only comic re-
lief was provided by the party General
Secretary, Mr C. Rajeswara Rao, wha
declared in a delirious lfit that the
party would combine ballots with bul-
lets to win its goal. If he could be
taken seriously he would have .been
hauled up for the speech. None did;
perhaps the -Government thought he
was raving in a hangover Of the Te-
Jengana days when he used to lead
the extremist fringe of the party.
Since then he has recanted and pen-
anced and moved to the other ex-
treme; he has amply earned a pardon
for inadvertent delinquency. Anyway,
the cpr is a performing flea only; its
bites and tickles are remote-control_
led by the Soviet Union which is now
the fairy godmother of Mrs Indira
Gandhi's socialistic government at the
Centre. The cpr bullets, if the party
ever finds any, will be used against
the detractors Of the Ruling Con-
gress ; maybe the aging members of
the party will now fight shoulder to
shoulder with the Youth Congres,>



Sadat's Dilemma
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President Sadat has become a big
bore in Cairo. He is not taken seri-
ously by his countrymen since what
he threatens to do is simply beyond
the capacity of Egypt. He said that
1971 would see the beginning of the
end of the Arab-Israeli conflict, either
through negotiation for Israeli with-
drawal or military confrontation.
But has the Nixon Administration the
will to force Israel to change its
tack? Is Moscow ready to make
Sadat's military threat credible? Pre-
sident Sadat has always been only too
willing to complete the process which
his predecessor started by accepting
the Security Council compromise for-
mula-the omission of the 'the' from
occupied territories had made Resolu-
tion 242 sufficiently vague to be
acceptable to both Cairo and Tel
Aviv. He started wooing the Ameri-
cans even before he assumed Presi-
dent's office. Till May when the
15-year treaty of friendship and
co-operation was signed with Mos-
cow, a series of steps were taken by
Cairo to impress upon the Americans
that Egypt was not a client State.
The spell of the treaty did not last
long. The July upheaval in Khar-

toum which brought a pro-Comm
nist Government into power for
days showed how determined Ca'
was not to toe the line of the Kre
lin. Sadat refused to recognize H
shim el-Atta's Government and
operated with obscurantist Gadaffi
bring back Numeiry to power, aJt
against Moscow's wishes. If thee
has been Egyptian outrage at Sudan
relapse into tribalism that should
directed against Sadat also for he
,an accomplice of the savage exec
tion Of the coup leaders and th
sympathisers. While this policy-'h
failed to wean away Washingt
from Tel Aviv it has made the Rus-
sians suspicious of the Egyptians. In
or~r to make the Americans brini
pressure on the Golda Meir Cabinet
Sadat has showed his readiness
personally guarantee a 'genu'
peace' with Israel, recognise the Sta
of Israel, and reopen the Suez C
(as the lfirst stage in a final st:ttl
ment) with the right of navigation
Israeli ships. Last February
Egyptian President put forward
two-phased peace proposal-in
first phase Cairo would start cle .
the Suez Canal while Dr Gunnar J
ring prepared a timetable for
implementation of a complete settl
ment. During this phase 'E
would cross the Canal to assume i
national responsibilities. In the s
cond phase Israeli armed for
would be withdrawn from all Ar
territories occupied during the J
war. Sa.dat even confided to
Americans that he might agree
direct negotiations if Israel was re
to vacate the annexed territories.
fundamental difference between
positions of Egypt and Israel is
while the former wants a limited
tension of the cease-'fire and i
that a partial settlement should 0
be a first step toward a final se
ment the latter is for an ind
Suez cease-fire and refuses to '
any interim settlement with a
peace agreement. Israel will not at
accept cross.call!al movement
Egyptian personnel as part of a s
cial Suez Canal ~greement. In
address to the General Assembly

any objection to imposition of the ful in. bluffing die oommon people.
tax. But they shelved the ,issue, in Mr Chavan is not the man for it.
collusion with the sponsoring Union All he could say in favour of the
Minister, till after the next State elec- agricultural income tax was that it is
tions., The tax, if imposed, would necessary to raise money to face the
have affected only marginally the big Bangladesh refugee problem I As If
peasants of the country, who have the tax was not necessary even if
been profiting from the fat expendi- Bangladesh were not there. If he
tures on building the agricultural in- were serious about the tax, he could
frustructures like irrigation, fertilisers, have threatened the Chief Ministers
seed researches, for which their coun- and taken over, by a constitutional
trymen are paying through their no- amendment, agricultural income tax
ses. Recent advances in agriculture on the Union list. But the fact thai
have been increasingly splitting the he did not do so and abided by the
Indian peasantry into two classes, inclinations of the State satraps shows
the kulaks and the landless peasants. that either he is not a chip of the
That the Chief Ministers are relying In~ira block or that Indira Gandhi is
more on the handful of kulaks than slowly losing her control on the party
on the mass of poor peasants for vote- bureaucracy and the Congress dram\!
catching is one more clear indication / is once again sliding back to its old
that the Indian society is stilI politi- scene of regional factionalism.
ca11y a feudal one when peasants
even if they are exploited by the ku-
laks continue to owe their allegiance
to these kulaks themselves. The
Chief Ministers won't hurt the kulaks
who have yet the manipulative power
to conduct the large mass of the
peasantry. _

The scope of growth in India is
immense even within the capitalist
system and a tax on the agricultural
sector would not be at all anathema
to the capitalist philosophy. Yet the
ruling class is fighting shy of the tax,
which shows that it still has not full
grip over State affairs. An agricul-
tural income tax would not change
the half-feudal and half-capitalist
structure of the country and the rul-
ing class can Safely opt for the tax,
thereby projecing a superficial image
of socialism, a thing in which Mr!.
Gandhi excels. That she has not yet
been successful in building up like-
minded schemers does not augur well
for the ruling class; for the vexed
question remains, after Mrs Gandhi,
what ~ If the ruling class decides to
live from elections to elections, the
structure may totter any moment. If
on the other hand, it decides to take
a long-term view and continues to
take measures like bank nationalisa-
tion, abolition of privy purses, insur-
ance nationalisation, take-over of
coking coal mines, it will be success-



View from_Delhi

policy reftects this. 6n October 11.
he said he "expects to have an ann-
ouncement on troop withdrawal in
November". But he added tha-t "the
American presence will' be maintained
to meet the objectives that I have
spelled out," including the release of
U.S. prisoners of war. The point is
Thieu knows this and dra.ws his
strength from ,this weakness of his
masters.

What is the U.S. up to in South-
:East Asia) Surely Nixon does not
want to pr.eside over the liquidation

f the American empire there. On
the other hand, he has to show to his

ow Americans that he is worth
another term in presidency by ending
the bloody war in Indo-china and
calling his boys back home. He has
also the unenviable task of bracing
'liimself against his erstwhile allies on
the .question of 'money. The occa-

onal gestures of good will and peace
that emanate from Capitol Hill have
a strong empirical correlation with

vthe tight corner in which Washington
s put itself. Things in Vietnam

have not gone as the U.S. would have
!iRed them to go.

:Pr,esident Thieu has won the elec-

ogers h~ suggested that there is
fOom for compromise on the crossing

the Canal by Egyptian soldiers and
o referred to "the relationship bet-
en an interim agreement and an
erall settlement". The Secretary of

tate's six-point sppeech has s'o dis-
~ased the Israelis that they have
~rted mobilising the American le-

, h community against Washington's
'tiative, Even after noting the cri-

tical responses to his plan, Mr Ro-
ps said that the time for a settle-
)Dent has never been more favourable
than noW. His optimism is perhaps
based on the Russia's assurance that
it does not want an outbreak of war
vin the area, for it realises that it
might result in a confrontation with
the USA. Moreover, West Asia no
longer gets topmost priority in Rus-

a's international concerns. Israel is
'n no hurry to conclude peace with
Egypt before the year ends. Will Sa-

t then go to war) Russia has
uipped Egypt to defend itself but

l!S not supplied offensive weapons.
;The Egyptians know well that they

n undertake conventional ~ilitary
operations only at their own peril.

at will Sadat do then)' Perhaps
add one more year to 1971,

douth Vietnam

.lion, of course, because it is impossible
for a man to lose when he is the only
candidate. And though he has tried
to put on a democratic cloak by
pointing out that he acted perfectly
within the meaning of the law and it
is his opponents who have behaved
unconstitutionally by opting out, the
Vietnamese have not been taken in.
Aside from Ky's taunts, students,
monks and war veterans have been
out on the streets to demonstrat~
their 0l?position. Even the modera-
tes and middle--roaders in the As-
sembly which includes many, of
Thieu's political bed-follows could
not but give vent to their disapproval
of his way of election. But he has
little qualms about this universal dis-
pleasure and has humbled his oppo-
nents by his appointees in the Gov-
ernment and the army.

However, his supporters in Wa-
shington, who are eager to have a
stable administration in Saigon, have
accepted his poll victory, though with
initial shows of disaffection. But the
news from the battlefield is sad.
Bombing raids north of the DMZ
have been >resumed· arppare,ntly to
punish the North Vietnamese gun-
ners sniping at the intruding Ameri-
can reconnoissance planes. But the
communists have continued to show
remarkable resilience in fighting. A
sweep operatiori by the Government
troops in the strategic Quang Tri pro-
vince has flopped like many of its
predecessors; terror raids in Saigon
have gone up. In the stalemated
Cambodian war, the initiative cQnti-
nues to rest, with the communists.
Wha.t is worse, the morale of the U.S.
troops has flagged and army revolts
have occurred. If agency reports
are to be believed, a patrol refused
to go for a night ambush on the
Cambodian border in aid of the
government army.

Though Thieu's riot cops have
successfully warded off the rioters in
Saigon, 'his men have been ineffective
against the cpmmunists, as in the
plantation town of Krek where only a
B-52 mission saved them, This is
the most serious problem that is con-
fronting the Americans and Nixon's

Countdown?
FROM A POLITICAL

CO\UlliSPONDENT

"
EVERYONE is talking of a war,

as though it would solve the
Bangladesh problem forever. General
Yahya Khan cannot afford to lose
East Bengal without a w2r. The
hawks around him would see to it.
o.n the eve of Mrs Indira Gandhi's
Moscow visit, Soviet assessments in-
dicateda pre--emptive Pakistani strike
~n India's western front to deprive
India of all initiative on the easteru
front. Ever since, both the super-
powers have been prevailing upon
Pakistani not to embark on anv
~ilitary adven\iure. The .reports 0'£
Pakistani military preparations in the
Soviet press were part of the pressure
tactic to restrain General Yahya
Khan. India has been coming un-
der heavy Soviet pressure and the Al-
giers communique suggested every-
thing short of another Tashkent on
Bangladesh which the Soviets tell Pa-
kistan is a bilateral issue and India
that it is an internal affair of Pakis-
tan, Few noticed that the sunimary
of the Algiers communique put out
by the Soviet Embassy in New Delhi
takes care to keep out the crucial pa-
ragraph relating to India and Pakistan.

In all fairness to the Soviet lea-
dership, it should be conceded that
the Soviet Union never wanted a so-
lution to the Bangladesh issue outside
the framework of the present Paki~-
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tan. The Indian leadership took the
country for a ride by making it be-
lieve that the Soviet position on Ban-
gladesh clearly implied an independent
Bangladesh. The handpicked corres-
pondents who covered Mrs Gandhi's
Moscow visit have not had the ho-
nesty to tell the readers tha,t there are
terminological discrepancies between
tllf Russian text of the communique
and the English text. In the former
the reference is to "Pakistan" while in
the latter it is to "East Pakistan."
Some of the correspondents, possibl)
acting on a government brief, stret-
ched East Pakistan to mean Ea~t
Bengal. They read . a mighty "ad-
vance'" in the Soviet position in In-
dia's favour with every sentence Mr
Kosygin spoke. When New Delhi
could not longer keep the pretence
that there has been complete identity
of Indian and Soviet positions on
Bangladesh, Mrs Gandhi tries to tell
the country that one should not worry
too much about what the Soviets say.
Amen.

Mr Swaran Singh, straight from the
United Nations, committed.a, faux
pas at his party's jamboree in Simla.
He clearly said (he was speaking in
English and the 7()...oddcorrespon-
dents present could not have misre-
portea him deliberately) that India
would not be opposed to a political
SOlutio!}within the framework of Pa-
kistan. The next morning ,the Ex-
~ernal Affairs Ministry was worried
about what a.ppeared in the news-
papers and telephoned Mr Swaran
Singh to ask if he had really s·a,idall
that. For, what he had said seemed
to be at odds with the Government'~
public stance. Mr Swafan Singh cal-
led newsmen to "clarify" the posi "
tion. A few days later Mrs Gandlil
said Mr Swaran Singh had been mis-
reported. Every mess the leadership
lands itself in needs a scapegoat. At
Simla, the party president. Mr San-
jiviah, gave the game away when he
said at the flag-hoisting ceremony
that Pakistan was about to attack
India in August and we forestalled
that by signing the treaty. Which
contradicted everything that the lea-
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dership has been saying in justIfica-
tion of the treaty.

After General Yahya Khan's broad-
cast, it became clear that he was
planning a short, though inw::cisive
war. It would suit Pakistan to in-
ternationalise the dispute through the
Security Council which is meeting
later this month. A pre-emptive}
strike in Kashmir to grab the valley
and a ceasefire imposed by the su-
per-powers would mean the freezing
of the Bangladesh issue. Occppied
territories would be swapped and
India would get the mu-
gees which General Yahya Khan's
best compliments. In New Delhi,
the all-knowing drummer boys talk of
Mrs Gandhi's resolve to resist aU
super-power pressures and fight any
war imposed on India to a ifinish.
What is forgotten is that minus foreign
aid both India and Pakistan are
third-r,ate military powers. Neither
side can fight long. Also not to be
forgotten is the fact that there is a
vast pool of Soviet arms with Pakis-
tan's allies. The Soviet leadership
might not be averse to letting Iran
provide equipment of Soviet origin to
Pakistan.

In any event, a military conflict
before mid-November would be least
advantageous to India and General
Yahya Khan knows this. The mili-
tary advantage India had over Pakis-
tan six months ago has narrowed
down and it is going to be a checkmate
war if it breaks out. Pakistan might·
try to gl'ab the Kashmir valley or even
cut it off from India while India
would have no difficulty moving deep
into East Bengal. If India recognises
Bangladesh before entering East
Bengal, Pakistan might recognise the
"Azad Kashmir" government as a so-
vereign entity and there will be four
-and not two-parties to any cease-
fire to be imposed.

Public opinion in the capital is fa-
talistically resigned to war. Western
newspapers and agencies have moved
in reinforcements apprehending a
flare-up. It is becoming clear that
the Soviet Union will not intervene

on India's side in the event of a w
and the treaty is a deadweight
India because it has 'curtailed the
tions. Ironically, the super-pow
are the best guarantee that no war '
the sub-continent willl~st long thou
the super-powers have been respon..
sible for the arms xace. Either waf'
the super-powers win and no solu-
tion to the sub-coll.tinent's proble
would be possible as long as th
influence rernains.

It is hardly surprising that Mt
Gandhi refrained from saying lUI
thing significant on Bangladesh.af
the Simla AICC. She also avo4led
any reference to the rising price$.
the crisis in the economy and.
party's by-election reverses. A r .
ted war might be in the ruling part~
electoral interests next FebruM'7:
Government economists used to b9m
forth on the consequences of Ba.-
desh for the Pakistani economy wh'
to go by New Delhi's forecasts, wo
haVe collapsed some four months ~
Nobody had the moral courage
talk about the cost of Bangladesh t
the Indian economy. Garibi ha
is no original gimmick. In the U '
ed States they had the poverty war
in which !he poor lost always.

October 17, J 9n

KeTola

f.-Seven Days That
Shook The State"

RAM]I

A T least so the CPI partisans 'felf
vis-a-vis the seven-day-l

Ninth Party Congress which conci
ed on October 10. While it is
the intention to analyse the new p8lltf
line in this article, the general re
tionamongst non-committed elem
here deserves reporting. This s
tion feels that if the Indira CODgr
is new Congress, with the conclusio
of its 9th Party Congre$s the C
has bceome the newer Congress. n
comparative value is because 'of ~



verbal fusillade against the "reac-
tionary" remnants in the Indira Con-

ess and against "monopoly" and
ther stock aversions of the Commu-
·sts. The 'attempt by a few dele-

"ates, like Biswanath Mukerjee from
West Bengal, to prevent the party
from becoming a tail of the Indira
-Congress failed. And Achutha Me-
non 'and Rajeswara Rao had the sa-
tisfaction of winning recognition for
their pro-Congress sentiments which
they had trotted out as early as
1956, at the Palghat Congress of the
undivided party.

The "glorious example of Kerala",
is going to be the pattern for the en-
t~re country, obviously. The Kerala ex-
ample started with sabotaging the
anti-Congress ministry led by the
M.arxists\~ Ithen ~ substi<tuting it
with a CPI-Ied ministry with the sup-
port of such "socialists" as the pro-
landlord Kerala Congress and the
Congress, illlthough Achutha Menon
.resolutely stated in the beginning
that he would not stay in power for
a second if he owed his position to
the support of the Congress. That
did not take in anyone. And now
the Congress has joined the Minis-
try and it is bhai bhai to the hilt
between the Congress and the CPl.

The 9th Congress threw up the
benefits of the alliance with the De-
mocratic Left which has been in ac-
tion in Kerala. For it was a very
impressive display of the immense
resources of the party At a very
modest estimate more than three mil-
lion rupees would have been spent
on the Congress. It beat all AICC
shows by yards. Kerala, 'from one
end to the other, was decked with
red flags and bunting which itself
would. have cost a pretty big sum.
Mills were specially commissioned to
provide the multi-million yards of red
:cloth needed for flags and for the
uniforms of volunteers. It may be
noted that more than thirty- thou-
~and volunteers (mercenaries) were
recruited for the 9th Congress, given
clothes and provided training for
nearly a month. For housing the
thousand odd delegates from all over
India and for housing the two hun-

dred and odd foreign delegates from
twenty countries, the entire hotel ac-
commodation in Cochin City was re-
quisitioned. The boarding 'and lod-
ging followed strict socialist princi-
pIes: it had more than seven tiers I
The most equal among all the dele-
gates, native and foreign, were the
Soviet delegates. They Iwere ,pro-
vided air-conditioned suites, in the
posh Amabalamedu Guest House of
FACf. From this, by regular steps,
down to the ramshackle accommoda-
tion provided to the low-level dele-
gates, like some from Bihar, who
were dumped willy nilly in tenth-rate
hotels with scant elbow room, the
socialist pattern persisted Fabulous
amounts were spent in hiring public
halls in the city, in putting up a big
stage for the seven-day-Iong cultural
function, in putting up a !first-class
exhibition on Communist movement
in and outside the country, in deco-
rations, and in the fabulous illumina-
tions etc. And, above all, more
than three thousand special buses
came to the venue from all corners
of the State and from neighbouring
States. On top of this a special
train from Cannanore, in north Ke-
rala. All in 'all, it -was a fabulous
show and clearly demonstrated that
the CPI line, implemented and work-
ing well in Kerala, is the best, if not
for re~olution, at least for the resour-
ces of the party.

Mr Mohit Sen, who held forth
every day during press briefings in his
highly articulate style, tried his best
to make it appear that the content
matched the form of the Congress.
His. efforts were brillilalDJt. But, all
the same, the impression remained
it was an elaborate and highly ex-
pensive gesture; that everything had
been pre-arranged, pre-determined.
And when ,the speech of Comrade
D. A. Kunayev, the leader of the
CPSU delegation, in which fulsome
praise was given to the CPI and its
new line, was greeted with a stand-
ing ovation by the native delegates,
one wag was compelled to remark:
"standing ovation by sitting ducks".
The ultimate impression was th'at the
USSR was putting across its brand

of colonialism through its servile
cht!las, the CPI.

Tailpiece: The Congress orga-
nised 'a broad-based' literary confe-
ference to delineate the new 'pro-
gressive' line the writers. have to
adopt. It was SO broad based that
the stalwarts of the party and staunch
progressives like Messrs Pavanan and
P. K~ Gopalakrishan were elbowed
out, while rank 'and anti and non-
communists like Messrs P. Kesava
Dev and ponkunnam Varkey and
cinema celebrities like Vayalar Rama
Varma were allowed to hold and
control the stage. The new look
of the CPI was reflected in this, morc
than in anything else. Cash in on re-
flected glory and strength, whether it
be that of the Indira Congress or of
established literary stalwarts like Ke-
sava Dev and Ponkunnam Varkey
That the great multi-lingual scholar,
Mr N. V. Krishna Varier, Director,
Language Institute, who has made
an in-depth study of Marxism-Leni-
nism, was subjected to multi-pronged
attacks by the so-called progressives
for calling a spade a spade, throws
up the fact that the CPI is not bo-
thered about realism. The party is
concerned with convenient assump-
tions; like the- statement of Mr Ra-
jeswara Rao, the indestructbible party
secretary, that the party -has now be-
come a magnet for the dissatisfied
youth in this country I

After The Treaty

SATYA BISWAS

ALL those who thought that the
Treaty with Russia was a shot

in the arm for Indira Gandhi to re-
cognise "Bangladesh", were soon dis-
'appointed. The joint communique'
that followed immediately referred to
East Pakistan and not to East Bengal.

Indira Gandhi however continued
to make the interested ones wait for
the 'opportune moment'. Jyotibabu
therefore chose to be once again loud-
mouthed in JullundJer,! perhaps to
energise the Sikhs, specially those con-
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nected with the armed farces. Sikhs
have been rather cald about invalve-
ment an the East Bakistan frant
(Swaran Singh and such ather duty-
chained anes excepted). The Calcutta-
based Mujibnagar 'gavernment' can-
tinued ta wait an Indira Gandhi for
recagnitian.

Meanwhile Indira Gandhi flew ta
the Kremlin palace. Repartedly, she
infarmedl the Russian leaders abaut
past-monsoan escalatian (The !Ytat~s-
man, 29.9.71). They may nat haye
been impressed but Mr Viswarn hape-
fully wrate that the "Saviet side will
he mare amenable this time ta the
inclusion af a reference ta the national
liberatian struggle af the Mukti Bahini
in the jaint statement" (The States-
man, 29.9.71). The same day's paper
gave aut the joint communique much
to Visw3m's disenchantment. How-
ever, this time a few were happy to
notice the mention of East Bengal
instead. of East Pakistan. That is true
strictly for the English version of the
cammunique. The 'Russian versian,
hawever mentions East Pakistan"
(n'1e Times oj India, 30.9.71). Yet
another social-imperialist fraud and
deceptian.

.Thase wha fell far Indira Gandhi's
ballyhaa abaut cantinued nan-align-
ment (as if it existed) and did nat like
to believe th3t the Treaty was submis-
sian to Russia were rudely shaken at
the 59th Inter-Parliamentary Unian
(IPU) canference in Paris. Thase wha
had cansoled themselves by consider-
ing the Treaty as Russian suppart to
India's pasture towards Pakistan
aught ta have been hurt even mare.
What happened at this ill-publicised
canference?

lndia came with a "resalution ram-
pant with strictures and averblawn
platitudes" and liberally distributed
the text ta the delegates, several af
wham discarded the feasibility af it be-
ing an the agenda. The Russians
"oppased the very idea af India cam-
ing up with any such resalutian" an
East Pakistan. Instead they "backed
a substitute US-resalutian" which
called on both India and Pakistan ta
"exercise restraint"-"a call firmly
opposed by the Indian delegati an" led
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by the Speaker, Mr Dhillan. (Never-
theless, the call was jointly issued by
Rogers and Gramyko on October I,
1971). The U.S. then withdrew its
resolution and "decided ot co-aperate
with the Indians on the final draft",
whase faurth paragraph read: "The
IPU also urges the Pakistan govern-
ment ta take all appropriate peaceful
and democratic steps ta halt the flaw
af refugees and establish conditians in
East Pakistan which will stimulate and
encaurage the safe voluntary return
af the refugees ta their homeland".
Tunisia moved "for the insertian of
the wards 'ta cantinu~'," SO as to let
the text read as : The IPU 'also urges
the Pakistan gavernment to continue
to take all apprapriate peaceful and
democratic steps ... ta their hameland'.
The implicatians were clear as day-
light. The Indians~ppased the move
and then on vating lost by one vate.
The Russians and the Bulgariansabs-
tained: Next day, France retraced
to ask fOr deletion af the words 'ta
cantinue'. India and Tunisia now
vate<;l together "to maintain the text
as it stoad". However, the president
af the canference "painted out, undet
the rules na vate cauld be taken an
the deletian of a ward or a phrase
but members cauld, if they sa wished,
vate far the suppressian af the para- .
graph itself". This time the Russians
vated for the suppress ian af the key
paragraph from India's standpain t.
India last. (Times of India, 23-9-71).
Such is the character af the sacial-
imperialists. Their wards are one,
but their deeds are samething quite
oppasite. It is ta these sacial-impe-
rialists that Indira Gandhi chained
the Indian masses on August 9.

When Raj'agapalachari, the spokes-
man af campradar capital and long-
standing admirer af U.S. imperialism,
dishes aut his junk ta "uphold the
treaty", then there is definitely some-
thing wrang and the treaty cannat
mast certainly be in the interest of the
Indian peaple. .He has however at-
tributed his change af heart ta "iso-
latianism pevelaped and confirmed
as America's policy" (Swarajya, 18-
9-71) Dirty jugglery. Rajagapalachari
and his herd are plainly disappainted

by the categarical setback of U
imperialism. Sa he' has turned t
wards bureaucratic capital, wbi
maintains a nan-antaganistic rel.ati
with the compradar-capital in In
-even pratects it. He has apenly sa'
that "the attacks on the Indo-Sov'
Treaty are a game af Communi
China and the N axalites". His de
rium reaches the peak as he wri
"Weare menace9 by China and
nation af some peaple that India
negatiate for a friendly and help
China is pure illusian. Cammuni
China is aur great rr~enace. Our d~
macracy and our free way of life a
at its mercy".

Stranglehold
The treaty has increased the stra~

glehold Of Russian social-imperialism;
in the name af caaperation, aver nea
calanial India. In an effort ta eul
gise Russian social-imperialism J~
jivan Ram has apenly ,admitted
extent of the Russian grip aver
daus industrial sectars af the Ind'
econamy:

Of the total produc·
Steel 30%
Oil refining 35%
Electric pawer 20%

Electrical equipment 60%
Heavy machines 85%

(Soviet Land Na. 15 af

The picture is nat camplete. The
Russians alsa cantrol :

75% af the tatal production
electricity generating installatians.

80% of the tatal praductian of th
ail extractian and exploration indus~

Besides, Jagjivan Ram aught to
have mentianed his awn ministry.
At least 70% of the tatal defen
equipment is from Russia. Amon
the recent a<:quisitions, 90% are froJll:
Russian armoury. In the wards
Jagjivan Ram the Russo-Indian tl'a
turnover has increased:

1953-54 Rs.
1969-70 Rs 372.4 crores

(Soviet Land No. 15 af 1971)-

The total turnaver 'figure is not SQ

important. India exports very many



.commodities-raw material and fi·
nished goods as well-which Russia
utilises partly and capitalises or re-

ports mostly. As to Indian imports
from Russia-it is overwhelmingly ar-
{mament, which is all that Indian
rupees can buy.

Dhar, the newest of the counsellers,
settled three issues prior to Indira's
recent Moscow visit:

(1) identification of newer items of
Russian consumer needs, which Indian
industry could fulfil ;

';Oi) 1()int Ream :to 'Provide, Rus-
sian technical know-how to Indian
technology ;

(iii) exploration of new avenues
of industrial co-operation involving
third countries. (Indian Express, 25-
9-71 ).

The first is an extension of existing
contracts under which Russia buys
cotton from Sudan and) sends it to
India, which then turns it into fabric
textile and dispatches the same to
Russia. A sinister plot to exploit our
underpaid and deprived labour I Never-
theless our compradors are delighted at
this. (No wonder even our bourgeoisie
recently spilled so much of tears over
the execution of the Russian-engi-
neered unsuccessful Sudanese coup
d'etat masterminds. Communists do
not stage a coup but bring about
armed revolution of the people to es-
tablish the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat). The second amounts to fur-
ther increase of Russian capital in
India's dilapidated economy, which
has not got the' strength to pay even
the interest or kingly. salary to the
Russian technicians. Thus we will
be deeper in debt. The third issue
amounts to using India ,as the stage-
post for Russian social-i!llperialist in-
satiable plunder of whatever is still
left in the poor countries of the world.
Apparently India's export would in-
crease but it is the Russian coffer
that will fill up faster than ever.
Alongside it is worthwhile to recollect
that the Indian Government has an-
nounced that it is planning to export
armaments to other countries.

In the recent joint communique
what has not been spelt out is the
mr.ssive selling of Russian armam'ents

to India. But surely it can be masked
under the broad spectrum of "econo-
mic, scientific and technical co-opera-
tion", for which both Russia and
India have "decided to set up an in-
ter-governmental commission". Rus-
sian arms-selling would most definite-
ly go up-quantitativ,ely and qualita-
tively. However this forms a separate
topic by itself.

As to the threat of an Indo-Pak war
Kosygin has quipped, "Why should
there be ,a,war between India and Pa-
kistan? After all, events are taking
place inside Pakistan. Under what
pretext can Pakistan launch a war?"
Kosygin feels that . Pakistan cannot
reply to the opera,tions from across
the border with an all-out war, since
"events" are taking place inside Pa-
kistan. The process amounts to
bleeding without coagulation ,and is
bound to prove fatal to the Indian
economy and would' help the Russians
to continue their unending transfusion
process.

Unconcerned, Jagjivan Ram says
"independence is the only answer to
Bangladesh". Self-styled 'Prime Mi-
nister' Tajuddin does not want to
fight a conventional wa'r; they want
'guerilla warfare". Can it be at all
called guerilla wa,rfare? Guerilla war-
fare means self-reliance, people's
participation to create a people's army
and not endlessly continued acts of
roving bands. Above all it has to
build up a base area and carry out
an economic programme for the pea-
sants and workers. The 'Mukti Ba-
hini' has not got any programme for
the peasants and' workers.

A good cause Or act invariably re-
ceives support of the overwhelming
majority. Cambodia.'s NUFK and
its government formed about a
year ago, has been recognised
openly by thirty countries and many
more in tadt terms. More than six
months are over and yet not one
country has come forward to recognise
Bangladesh. Nevertheless, dozens of
people are on an 'expensive' trip to
the UN for lobbying. Lobbying is a
modus operandi of cliques.

Our newspapers, having sensed
that the Indian people are fast losing

their earlier worked-up enthusiasm
(specially a.fter <;omingunder the cold
grip of the Kremlin), have now start-
ed to play yet another stunt. "Chin-
ese arming Mukti Bahini secretly"
(The Statesman, 2-10-71); "Bhasani
in Peking" (Hindus than Standard,
29-9-71 ); "China's support to Yahya
regime is more a rhetoric than genuine
commitment" (Hindus than Standard,
5-10-71 ), so runs the endless clap-
trap. The Statesman goes so far as
to quote Pr:king Review No 37 of
1971" tha.t China has recognised the
revolutionary struggles of the people
of. .. Pakistan" (20-9-71)." Pakistan
does not mean East Pakistan alone
and revolutionary struggles can be
bro:dly classi'fiedas anti-imperialist re-
volutionary struggle and revolutionary
class struggle. Which of these two ca-
tegories does t}:leBangladesh struggle
'fit in? Does the 'Mukti Bahini' get
Chinese arms? (Abolition of the
Radhikapur route rules out even this
\absurd possibility at this juncture).
No one really knows to what extent
Bhasani is 'pro-Peking'; but it has
been made known that Bhasani had
to remove his pro-Peking party secre-
tary before the NAP was allowed to
join the five-party Bangladesh con-
sultative committee. Those who think
that the Chinese are indulging in rhe-
toric may venture on aggression. In
the process if they again burn their
fingers, they should blame themselves
for a change.

The fascist Indian government can
wear a tiger-skin to scare the Indian
people, and now doubly armed with
the treaty, carry out bloody armed
suppression of our working people's
struggle. After all, we have not yet
been able to develop a truly armed
mass struggle-we do not have our
army as yet. But before the
governments and people of other
countries the tiger-skin mask just
slips off. To the world, it stands in
its original sheepskin-more so after
the treaty. No wonder that in keep-
ing with the Kremlin brand "collec-
tive" system, the Russians are airlift-
ing 1,000 of their high-breed merino
sheep.
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Big Biz Rolls On

AMIDST alarming reports emana-
ting from the RBI and the

Planning Commission on the state of
the economy, big business is feeling
particularly elated. The country is
he'a~ng toward a war; the Prime
Minister is said to be finalising mea-
sures necessary for introducing a war
economy. New Delhi is fairly de-
pressed over the fact that the Fourth
Plan has almost been scuttled. Only
big business is happy because it has
succeedled in making it clear to Mrs
Gandhi and her associates that without
its cooperation, the Plan cannot go
ahead. . 'l :~,j

Since last year, New Delhi has been
wooing big business to invest more
liberally. Big business was 'first in-
vited to join the core sector, then the
small-scale sector and ultimately to
invest in any field!of its choice. Since
planning began, big business has ne-
ver been shown such consideration.
It was quite another matter if the in-
dustrial houses were able to get away
with huge booties until the Dutt Com-
mittee opened the files in the Minis-
try of Industrial Development. Now,
taking a look backward, the Govern-
ment has been shocked to find that the
successive baits have not been swal-
lowed. While in the first five months
of 1971, 277 industrial licences were
issued, as many as 163 were COB
(carrying on business) licences, 48
were for substantial expansion, 34 for
setting ~p new undertakings and 32
were for manufacture of new pro-
ducts. The clear indication is that
businessmen are sit11not overwhelm-
ingly enthusiastic about sinking more
money right now.

The stand taken by the cement
industry in respect of new investment
provides an example. New Delhi let
it be known some time back that ap-
plications for expansion in the indus-
try would be treated on an urgent
basi.s The 197)-72 cement output
is expected to be around 15.5 million

tonnes against an anticipated! demand
of 16.6 million tonnes. As demand is
expeclted to get up every year, the
Government is naturally anxious to see
a simultaneous expansion of produc-
tion. But the industry has indJicated
that it is not interested in undertaking
expansion, since cement prC5duction
is not sufficiently remunerative. This
is a very effective way of punishing
the Government for retaining control
over the price of cement. The les-
son to draw from the situation is that
there is nothing the Government can
do to correct it except by nationalis-
ing the industry.

The unsatisfactory situation in the
cement industry is symptomatic oCthe
position in the industrial sector as a
whole. Mr C. Subramaniam, Union
Minister for Planning, admitting the
gravity of the situation, said recently
that there had been less investment
and less expendtiure in the crucial
industrial sector. A self-con'fident
Government would have swooped on
the chance being offered by a recalci-
trant private sector to make further
inroads into its traditional area of
activity. The very fact that of the
applications received for expansion in
the cement ind'.ustry, five are from
the government sector and the private
sector appIicaitons are at best negli-
gible should have normally gladden-
ed the public sectorwallahs. Instead,
gloom prevails.

New Delhi watchers believe that
Mrs Gandhi is going to take up the
job of running the economy once
again. She ~s firmly on the side of
bringing big business back into the
fold. During a meeting in the second
week of October, she made it quite
clear that the Monopolies Commis-
sion and the Company Affairs De-
partment were taking a wrong line in
subjecting applications from big busi-
ness to a faithful scrutiny. As a mat-
ter of fact, both the Commission and
the Department have been passing

through a dilemma of the Gover
ment's own making, how to strike
workable balance between the job
remaining faithful to the letter an
spirit of the MRTP ~ct while facilitat-
ing creation of fresh investment.
letter written by Mrs Gandhi, no
circulating among the economic minis.
tries, may well serve in ind\cating
way out. The Prime Minister is re-
ported to have emphasised in the le~
ter that the policies regarding indus:o.:
trial licensing and application of the
MRTP Act should not be so appli
as to curb production but to set
trend toward which the economy
should move, The implication is
clear enough. Don't be a useless stick-
ler for what the MRTP Act require5
of you. Remember that the country
desperately neOOSinvestment in the
industrial sector. Since big busines
alone has the requisite resources, don~t
hinder its expansion in the god-daml1·
ed name of being faithful to the Act
Just mind that the letter of the Adt
is not ignored. Don't bother abo
the spirit.

All this was admitted by Mr Moin
Haque Chowdhuri, Union Minister f
Industrial Development, when he s
that the slow rate of growth of in
trial production, 1.5% in the first s'
months of 1971 compared: to 0

40/0 last year, ~as due not only
some shortages but also to the "r
sal of the big industrial houses to inio:
vest capital in fields where they lui
been allowed to". Curiously enou
however, Mr Chowdhuri added in t
same breath that his Governm~nt
opposed to allownig big business
bperai,te iin Ithe ~anned sic!torS',
"what will happen to the smaller
and our objective of removing
concentration of wealth~" This sur
takes the cake. In June, the Gave
ment had announced that larger bu
ness houses would be allowed to en
those specific areas reserved so 10
for the small-scale sector if t
agreed to export at least 75% of th
production. Afer allowing big b
ness to suck the considerable pro6ta
bility of the small-scale sectOr un
an official policy, it comes as so
surprise to learn that the Minister s .
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educating the masses regarding the
necessity of ch2nging the socio-econo-
mic structure, and thereby fulfilling
the subjective condition necessitated
for the seizure of political power when
the political crisis ripens. To the
Naxalites the situation is already ripe
and an immediate call for seizure of
power is to be given.
. To you "quantity of time has

changed the quality of the situ2tion"
and "non-committed maSs is already
committed in favour of revolution"
and so "arms are to be snatched, gue-
rilla zones created and power cap-
tured". Without giving any room to
ambiguity, you at another place write
that the last midterm poll was be-
ing hel~ in a "near revolutionary
situation". So according to the Na-
xalites it is already revolutionary
situation and according to you at
least "near revolutionary situation".

With this understanding of the In-
dian situation you are able to see the
vitality of Naxalite movement with
your jaundiced eye. You write "the
speed and vigour with which Naxa-
lism has spread in India and the stir

_ and impact it has produced speak
unmistakably of its vitality and vita-
lity is always associated with truth".

But you do not stop here, rather
practise the game of confusing and
distorting some concepts.

According to you, political parties
can be divided only into two-( I)
those who believe in vote and (2)
those who believe in revolution, "this
is the bomb the Naxalites have
thrown in the politics of India" ac-
cording to you. .

Though according to you at least
to the extent Lenin and Stalin per-

'mitted the revolutionaries of partici-
pating in elections as quoted by you
itself (sic) is now ouf of date for that
is quoting scriptures and does not
help.

You have no argument to substan-
tiate your new thesis obviously bor-
rowed from Naxalites' arsenal and
indulge in practising confusion. You
write ;-

"So it is easy to negate Naxalism
with the help of classics but it is not
so easy to answer the que9tions it

The CPM

on the other, an assured market. Jf
Mrs Gandhi deviates from this course,
big business will still stand to gain.
Mr Chowdhuri's words should be
taken with a liberal pinch of salt, and
one may well keep one's ears tuned
to whn Mrs Gandhi chooses to say,
for it is she who is going to take over
the job of deciding economic matters
once again. If she has been consis-
tent with few policy matters so far, it
is at least fairly certain that she is
going to remain faithful to her new-
found love for big business.

king. Quoting scriptures whether
from Lenin or Stalin or Mao has
little meaning where the quantity of
time has changed the quality of the
situation" etc. etc. You further
wrote "the non-committed mass is
already committed in favour of revo-
lution as it has learnt from the historic
events of last 'fifty years. So what
is needed is not so much generatiorr-
of circumstantial pressure to set it on
but to provide the new light and con-
viction; terror is the only d,eterrent
left with the establishment and power
begets terror. So power is to be
smashed and offence is the best de-
rence and so vote may be boycotted, .
arms are to be snatched, guprilla zones
created and power captured. etc. etc."
(page-7).

It is here that you differ and oppose
the whole tactical line of the Party.
According to us as mentioned in the
tactical resolution of the CC in No-
vember 1966, we characterisoo the
situation as the beginning of political
crisis ,and further in the political re-
solution of the 8th party congress
and subsequent C.c. documents as
intensifying crisis. We therefore
stress on quickly developing the eco-
nomic consciousness to that of a
political level by further intensifying
the militant economic struggles and

FromExpulsionAn

ar Com. Arun Kumar Roy,
Member Dhanbad Local
Committee CPT(M)

Our attention has been drawn to
our article "Vote and Revolution"
blished in "Frontier" dated the 6th

ch 1971. We have carefully
amined the article and are shocked
find that it not only goes against

e programmatic understanding of
r CPI(M), (it) repudiates our tac-
al line and election manifesto;
nfuses some concept and leads to

vicinity of crude Naxalite rubbish.
After quoting cJ.assics and adNanc-
g all the arguments in faVour of

ticipation in elections for the
wtb of revolutionary battle in.a
icular stage of development of
s consciousness you nakedly ,ad-
ated theories which find you in

axalite company.
\\out wrote "fifty years back this
ukl Aave been an infantile disorder
the words of Lenin or liquidators

side out' to quote Stalin, but with
man on the Moon and one third

world un~r the Red Flag the
bole thing dese!ves serious rethin-

tains concern fOr the welfare o{ the
smaller man".

ar Economy
If a war economy is introduced ulti-
ately, big business will stand to pro-
enormously. A war economy de-

ands maximum production, particu-
Iy in the industrial sector. The

main buyer of most industrial products
will be the Government. This situa-
tion will ensure, On one hand, removal
of all artificial and temporary cons-

aints on production,' such as licen-
iiig and trade union activities and,

Bihar State Committee CPl (M) office
100 MLA Flat" Patna-I
Dated 5th June 1971



has r~ised·'. And go on summing
up, "the vote can change the minis-
try but not the others. Despite pa-
pular swing the class compositions
remain the same aI1d so th~ class cha-
racter of the machinery etc. etc."

Who has said th~t it will change the
class character of machinery or class
composition? In your enthusiasm to
advocatc the wrong Naxalite line you
are confusing the issue and putting
something in our mOl\!h which we
have not said and which is now the
difference between us and the vote
boycottist.

You will say that you are only po-
lemically dealing with things and
have not mentioned CPI (M). True,
that is the art of deceit which you have
unsuccessfully tried to practisc.

Any way, the real issue is whether
under the prevailing po}itical situa-
tion" under the present stage of cons-
ciousness of the masses the vote boy-
cott slogans will lead a further step
towards the radicalisation of the mas-
ses? According to us no. Accord-
ing to you-yes. According to Na-
xalites it is to be outright boycotted.

We discussed the issue in our party
programme in the context of partici-
pating in certain State Ministries un-
der the bourgeoisie constitution and
limited power to the States and dt:-
cided that we could certainly partici-
pate not because it is going to bring
any "basic transforma tion" in "class
composition or character of machi-
nery" to use your worC.iS,but to edu-
cate the masses through their own
experience regarding the necessity of
the establishment of people's demo-
cracy, to further consolidate their or-
ganisation (para 112).

This job we have accomplished to
'a great extent in West Bengal and
Kerala. I

But to you participation in election
by a revolutionary party is to be
judged only by the fact whether the
enemy wants it or not. You write:-

"The well known Maoist dictum is
-war is to be fought when the enemy
does not want it and is to be avoided
when the enemy wants it. So is the
vote, if considered a type of war, is
to be boycotted when the ruling class
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wants it and is to be fought when the
ruling class wants to avoid it."

Ingenious argument no doubt. But
it betrays the basic Marxist concept
of judging the level of the conscious-
ness of the masses and stage of its
radicalization while considering the
issue of participation in election or
boycott.

The note, I am afraid, on your ar-
tide is already long and there is no
use quoting further passages which
bear a running threat (sic) of N axa·
lite rubbish.

We do not agree with your sketchy
dealing of the concept of the partisan
warfare. You gloss over or conve-
niently forget that Lenin has also
given the concept of partial partisan
warfare at a certain stage of develop-
ment of militant mass struggle and
consciousness.

Thirdly, you repudiate our election
manifesto and according to you in
the near revolutionary situation "the
only issue would have been" tlw slo-
gans that can put this vote to the
cause of revolution is the call to peo-
ph~ to reject the constitution based on
the right to properry as Fundamental
Right and to substitute it by one bas-
ed on the right to work as Funda-
mental right. _

So, Com Roy, you oppose CPI(M)
tactical line, election -manifesto and
yOUr whole understanding is contrary
to our programmatic understanding
and you praise the Naxalites to the
sky.

While doing so you have violated
the orqinary norms of the party.
While discussing your article sent to
the same N axalite paper Frontier last
year the State Secretariat had asked
you not to rush to the press with any
article dealing with party"s policy
and programme without proper con-
sultation. So you violated this also.
And truly speaking dozens of examples
can be sighted (sic) that you have
not cared for party's instructions ju~t
like a typical petty ooqrgeoise
(sic) individualist.

Lastly this is not in the realm of
theory but YOur practice is in keep-
ing with YOUr own erroneous ideas
and notions for which concrete ex-

amples can be sighted (sic)"
The secretariat therefore calls upon

you to submit YOur explanation as to!
why diSCiplinary action should not 1»
taken against you latest by 22-5-71
anm to remain present at Patna from
25-5-71 to 27-5-71 so tbat you may
be in a position to explain in person
before the State Committee which is
meeting on these days at Patna.

With revolutionary greetings.
Yours Comradely,

Si,abar Shrivastava,
Secretary, Bihar State Committee

CPI(M)

The Reply
100 MLA Flat, Patna, 25-6-7\

To Com Siabar Saran Srivastava,· Se-
cretary, Bihar State Committee,
CPI(M) . .

Dear Comrade,
Sub:-Your letter on "Vote and Re-

VOlution" dated. 5-6-71
1 . Misreading of my article has

landed you to the misleading con-
clusion that it "repudiates OUr tactic~
line and leads to the vicinity of crude
Naxalite rubbish".

2. To prove this erroneous con-
clusion some lines from the article
have been quoted but completely mis-
interpreting or misunderstanding the
context. "Fifty years back ... guerilla
z;ones creJated ,and power captured"
is not my' argument, not even the offi-
cially acknowledged Naxalite stand,
but the very logical implication of the
Che-line which we must place honestly
before we face it politically. Simi-
larly, "the political parties are only
reduced to two, those who believe in
the vote and those who believe in the
revolution" is only the "Bomb the
Naxalite have thrown in the politics
of India". We should be honest
enough to a·dmit this challenge from
the left which I have attempted to
refute with the help of Marxism-Le-
ninism. The article should be divid-
ed into the following parts :-
I. Revolutionary should react to

vote with open mind (I and II
para).

2. Historical facts on vote and re-



volution (HI para up to "what
they said").·
Classical Marxism and Leninism
on vote and revolution ("what
they said").
New Left chaIlenge-Che-line, its
direct and indJirect implications
and all possible arguments ("New
Left Varic!ty").
Leninism on Parliamentary De-
mocracy ("Armed Forces").
My conclusion and observation
(Today's compulsion).

I schematise my article not only to
narrow down the realm of difference
ami hence. the present controversy but
to concretise the discussions, syste-
matise the debate and to concentrate
on the alleged differences in the ap-
proaches towards our party line and
programme.

3. It .appears, you do not have
much against part (1). You agree
with parts (2) and (3) but you are
alarmed with part (4), which shows
your crisis of confidence to face Che
line and ideological weakness which is
not logical for a Marxist. In the
"Anti-Duhring" Engels has written
pages after pages praising slave sys-
tem andl bourgeois renaissance and
their historic impact on the progress
of humanity. The same is with the
•Capital" of Marx. The correct ap-
preciation of capitalism helped Marx
in correct refutation of capitalism and
in correct postulation of socialism.

4. You should not feel uneasy
with the sentence: "quantity of time
changed the quality of the situation".
This is "Historical Materialism".
Between the primitive communism of
the past and scientHic communism of
the future what stands precisely is
time which is not only a combination
of second, minute an·dhour but stand~
as a symbol Or yardstick for all \..OIL-

scious and unconscious human acti-
vity to change the face of earth. Mar-
xism is not a dogma but a guide to
action and. a road to truth. In the
"Foundation of Leninism" Stalin cor-
rectly defined Leninism as the •Mar-
xism of the imperialist era and of
proletarian revolution". Lenin en-
riched Marxism which did not mean
Marxism became old or poor. Simi-

larly the mere quoting from Marx or
Lenin like a parrot without taking
into consideration the changech con-
text of the present and the changing
countour of the future is not Mar-
xism-Leninism and so cannot be re-
volutionary. Thi~ does not mean
Che-line is correct. What is only prov-
ed that simply by quoting books we
cannot disprove it. Did not the
world .of Marx undergo the qualitative
change to the world of Mao and the
latter to the present one ~ Is it not_
mainly for that the CPI (M) refused
to accept the Chinese line of revolu-
tion in India and "Chairman Mao's
thought" in toto even cherishing
highest respect for that greatest liv-
ing Marxist of the era? So when I
emphasise the importance of changed
context in applying Marxism-Leni-
nism I simply uphold the CPI(M)
line.

S. You seem to be unnerved even
with the assessment of the present
~ocio-political condition as "near re-
volutionary situation" and very much
interested to prove that revolution is
very far. This is a wrong under-
standing of the party programme
and unexcusable for a man suppsoed
to interpret it. The party programme
clearly said years ago that our eco-
nomic crisis was getting transformed
into political crisis, and each year the
crisis was deepening. Only in near
revolutionary condition it gets matur-
ed or ripens. The said C.C. resolu-
tion of 1966 which you yourself
quoted, "We, therefore, stress on ...
further intensifying the militant eco-
nomic struggle ... thereby fulfilling the
subjective condition necessitated for
the seizure of political power when
the political crisis ripens". This shows,
the c.c. admits the main stumbling
block in the Indian revolution is not
fuUilling the objective situdtion which
is already near knocking at the door
hut that of subjective condition for
the seizure of P.ower i.e. in the words
of Lenin, the revolutionary party is
lagging behind.

6. While putting and explaining
all diredt and indirect logic of the
Che-line under the caption "New
Left Variety", I wrote, "the speed

and vigour .... associated with truth"
only to emphasise the reality and
magnitude of this political challenge
from the left which no genuine Mar-
xist-Leninist should minimise. More-
over this is a hard fact. Naxalites
in India, Palestine guerillas of tbe
Arab world, New Left of Europe
which created a near insurrectional
condition in France in 1968" teach-
ins of America and the revolutiona-
ries of Latin America in general crea-
ted a big impact on the worldl politics
and scare on the Establishment, and
Jastly the Che-Guevarasts' insurrec-
tion in Ceylon where all varieties of
communists were in power through a
Front, should start a serious rethink-
ing. Such enormous sacrifle through-
out the world cannot come if the
cause andl the politics are not having
a strong essence of truth. All these
movements are carried under the ban-
ner and portrait of "Che". This does
not mean that this line i:)
having the whole truth and can give
all the correct. .. answers of the day,
but it is with the day. The recent
support to the insurrectionists in Cey-
lon though keeping reservations about
their line by the CPI (M) shows that
the CPI (M) also acknowledge that.
Moreover, the third communist camp
namely Cuba, North Korea, Vietnam,
nearest to our party's line is being
bracke1ted with Che-Hne (except
Vietnam which has its own revolu-
tionary line) as being obvious by the
expulsions of North Koreans from
Ceylon after the present insurrection.
So the Che-line may not be the CPI-
(M) line but it is the nearest frater-
nal communist trend to us in the pre-
sent worldJ politics of today and this
close relation was unthinkable if that
line did not bear some strong essence
of truth.

7. What completely surprised me,
how part (5) of my I(lrticle i.e. under
the caption "Armed Forces" dealing
plainly with basic Leninism could
find you uneasy. As per our Party's
political analysis revisionism is the
main danger and not the Left devia-
tion. So it, is the duty of all genuine
Marxist-Leninists to reassert .again
and again the fundamentals of Leni-



nism why parliamentary democracy
cannot be an instrument to bring
about the revolutionary change. What
is the basis of YOUrguessing that the
argument "Vote can change the mi-
nistry but not the class character of
the State" is in refutation of the op-
posite iogic being put to the mouth
of CPI(M)? How was the CPI (M)
even indirectly aimed at? All these
zre aimed towards the revisionists
who give that type of impression.
Your susceptibility and in the way
you thought yourself as the "target"
and!hastened to put reason in defence
moving from Kerala to West Ben~al,
reflects a guilty mind which is always
suspicious. Are we guilty of under-
ground revisionism? I believe, we
are not.

8. You are off the gear in deal-
ing with the conclusive portion of
my article [part (6)---Today's com·
pulsionJ where you should have con-
centrated at least to educate me as
that portion contains my views. I am
ltistonished to read in your letter that
I wrote, that in the "present political
situation the vote boycott" would
lead to the "further radicalization of
the people" while my article clearly
concludes:

"Those who boycott elections and
take up arms have their logic. Those
who boycott arms and take up polls
have their logic too. But fOr those
who would take up polls to take up
arms, USe vote in the cause of revo-
lution the task is like 'walking on
razor's edge'. The famous epithet
'walking on razor's edge' has the
well-known connotation of the scrip-
ture: 'The path of truth is very steep.
It is like walking on razor's edge'
which means th,at the 'first two alter-
natives are the easy path while the
last one, i.e. use vote to the cause of
revolution is the difficult path but the
true path.-as the "path of truth is very
steep" and the easy cut is seldom the
best cut. My article starts with the
Naxalite challenge to 'Vote vS Revo-
lution' but concludes with the Marxist
chal*nge 'Vote ilor Revolu~ion vs
Vote for Reform'.

9. Your contention that "the slo-
gans to reject the constitution based
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on the right to property as the Funda-
mental Right" amounts to repudiation
of our election Manifesto shows either
you have not cared to read our Elec'-
tion Manifesto or you have forgotten
its living tenets, and. with all humility
I draw your attention to the very
beginning of the operative part of our
Manifesto. "The Constitution and
the People" page 12 of the Manifestu.

"All of them have been attacking
our Party which declared that the pre-
sent constitution must go lock, stock
and barrel and should be replaced by
a new one enshrining the real sove-
reignty of the people in place of the
sovereignty of the vested interest."

What is the main lacuna of our
constitution?

Our manifesto rightly points out
(page 12-13):

"The fundamental rights are now
reduced to sanctity of private property,
the right of big property holders to
hold private prop~rty while small
holders like the peasants are evicted
by thousands ... every freedom is en-
sured to the capitalists---freedom of
prO'fit, freedom to hire and fire work-
ers as they like, or running Or closing
the concerns".

It may be noted, various aspects of
-the constitution have been shown (to
be) anti-people in later chapters, but
the first and the most basic aspect to
sbart with, the party manifesto
correctly caught, is the problem of
"right to property".

In the "Communist Manifesto" also
Marx and Engles gave the guide lines
to the communists of the world.
"IV. Positions of the communi~~s ill

relation ~o thJevarious existing oppo-
(sition parties (last page)
"In short, the communists every-
where support every revolutionary
movement against the existing
social ~nd political order of things.
In all the movements they bring to
the front, as the leading question
in each, the property question, no
matter what its degree of develop-
ment at the time". .
Com. P. RamaQ1urlthi moved the

only non-official resolution in the last
Parliament on behalf of the ePI (M)
Parliamentary group and that was

against making right to property the'
fundamental right in the constitution.

It may be noted that the articlt
was written from jail and smuggl
also from jail before election wh
our manifesto did not come out. S(j
what should be the main point
attack in our election manifesto was
a mere guess and it is refreshing th
the guess did not fall short of reality.;
by any tangible degree.

10. You contested my criterion.
;ur participating in the election using
the well-known Maoist dictum that
vote is to be fought if our class enemy
wants to avoid it and is to be avoided
if the class enemy wants. In this
scale, participation in the election i
Pakistan was revolutionary. Simi-
larly in West Bengal, in All Indial

though it would not be anti-revolu-
tionary yet,' the effect would not bee
the same as in West Bengal. The:
result of the election has proved m
contention. You have put iorwar
your criterion for participating .
election but could not prove ho\\\
mine was "anti-marxist". The inter
of the working class is always 0Ppos
to that of the Establishment and in
situation when political crisis starts;i
and deepens the zone of "unity of tl1e
opposites" gets extremely narowe

. and the "struggle of the opposites'
only manifests itself, and so whatever
political steps election or anythi
else the Establishment would like to
take to minimise Or get rid of tb
political crisis would be definitel
ag3inst the interest of the work'
class, and should be opposed
contronted by the working class.

II. You are so much scared 0
Naxalites that you see Naxalism .
even genuine u.~erpreta:tion 0If tht
Marxist programme and so you coul
say that my ,article "opposes the
litical and tactical line of the CPI (M
and praises the Naxalites to the sFY'
though it clearly says:

1. Naxalites say that the present
condition in India is a revolutionary,
situation i.e. political crisis h
ripened and' is bursting forth
while my article says it is ne
revolutionary situation i.e. politica



crisis has set in and is in the process
of ripening.
2. Naxalites say, election whether
in Pakistan, West Bengal and India
is to be boycotted. for the cause of
revolution, my article says to parti-
cipate (is) not to avoid but to fur-
ther the same cause of revolution.
3. Naxalites say that they are the
genuine comm..\!.rystsfollowing the
path of Mao ;"1>y a,rtide says that
they are <;:he-Guevaraist and only a
brand of New Left Movement of the
world with all its positive and
negative sides.
The :article endeavours to answer

-tho most burning question the extreme
left throws to our party. It says
that participation in thc election
oes not make a party anti-revolu-

tionary provided the party 'fights the
lection in the revolutionary way as

Lenin did in Russia, and it is the
.correct path, though the task is very
hard like "walking on the razor's
edge".

You attempted to interpret our
~arty's line as only to talk of and par-

ipate in militant economic struggle.
This is wrong. When political crisis
has set in and is deepening day' by
:day no revolutionary party not to

ak of CPI (M) can or should res-
let its activity within only "militant

I!0mic struggle". partial political
struggle should also be started. And
in fact, the CPI (M) has started it
since long back. Series of polifical
strikes in West Bengal with no con-

,tion with economism and gallant
fight of our comrades with the CRP
at the cost of so much blood and
sacrifice are the proof. At thIs latc
hour to talk of restricting struggles
"within militant economism" is to
lIisgrace Our Party and to preach
IIOt even CPI politics but to help

e "INTUC militants" out to disarm
the workers politically by restricting
them withill economic struggle.

12. You question my right to
write arlticles in non;party papers.
This is most unfortunate. Nobody
can restrict 3l communist from preach-
ing and propagating Marxism-Leni-
mm through whatever avenues availa-
ble to him. Of course, he must not

attack the party and the leaders so
long he is in the Party. In this article
nowhere the Party and the leadership
has been named or even indicated.
If your secret information convinced
you that "Frontier" is 'a Naxalite paper
it is even more incredible that even
the vehicle of Naxalism has been used
to carry to the readers the views that
participation in the election in the
present context can also be revolutio-
nary. RighC to preach Marxism-
Leninism is never questioned or de-
nied to a Marxist-Leninist. I have
personally read Com. P. Ramamurty
and Basavapunniah's articles in the
"Mainstream", the acknowledged
weekly of the revisionists. So where
the article is written is not the main
point, the main point is what is
written.

13. While concluding, you made
an uncalled for attack on me regarding
my political :actions in DhanbadJ
which was not the subject for dis-
cussions, without giving any proof and
any instance. This is shocking. This
type of baseless, contextless, point-
less sudden accusation only lightens
your position and attributes a prcde-
termined motive to your letter emitting
more heat than light. After all, we
should not have :any axe to grind
against each other. If you are in-
terested to' review my political activity
you come objectively and methodi-
c.ally, and I hope, I shall be- able to
convince you.

14. In conclusion you have asked
me to remain present at Patna on
25.5,71; 26.5.71; 27.5.71 when the
State Committee would meet while
the letter I received on 9.6.71. I think,
it should be 25.6.71, 26.6.71 and
27.6.71. But this mistake of month
is not the typing mistake but that in
your original script as I personally
heard you dictating the typist. This
shows that you are always behind
time to put it politely.

15. I should not end my explana-
tion without stattng that I never
boast of my infallibility and am ready
to learn and correct myself if proved
wrong. But whatever I do whether
in principle Or in practice, tha t is
considering the best interest of the

party, to uphold its cause and en-
hance its prestige.

So there may be difference, con·
troversy and if I am found unbearable
I shall le:ve the Party with grace
and even remaining outside the party
I shall help the party to serve the
cause of the proletariat.

With revolutionary greetings
(ARUN KUMAR Roy)

26.6.71.

Suspended,
Com. A. K. Rai,

100 M.L.A. fiat
Patna 1

5th August 1971
My Dear Com. Rai,

The Bihar State Committee of the-
Party after fully examining the reply
submitted by you to the charges

There are only two outstanding figures
of the Twentieth Century with a
global impact on history. They are

LENIN and MAO
Vichar Prakashan offers you the origi-
nal works of Mao
"SELECTED MILITARY WRITINGS

OF MAO TSE-TUNG"
English & Hindi-each Rs. 15/- only
(Popular edition in Hindi Rs. 10/-

only)
And also tIle' famous 'Red Book'
'QUOTATIONS FROM CHAIRMAN

~ MAO TSE-TUNG'
English Rs. 3/-, Hilldi Rs. 3.50,

Urdu Rs. 3/-
AND ONLY IN llINDI':-

"SELECTED WORKS OF
MAO TSE.TVNG"

in 4 Volumes (3 Volumes published)
Price: Popular-Rs. 8/-, Deluxe-

Rs. 15/- each
"HO CHI MINH" (Life)

by Hangraj Rahbar
Price Rs. 4/-
Postage extra

Write to us for MARXIST BOOKS

DistributoTS
Current Book Depot,
Mahatma Ga,ndhi Marg

K.\NPUR-l (V.P.) Tndia

•



By A FILM CRITIC

Executive Suite

levelled against you and also hearing
you in person has reached to the con-
clusion that your original ,article "Vote
and Revolution" published in the
"Frontier" dated 6th March 1971 and
the reply of the charge sheet fully
demonstrated that you have propa-
gated anti-party line opposed to
our tactical line, programmatic un-
derstanding, election manifesto and
even to the exted.~ of declaring
that classical Marxism of little mean-
ing in the present condition.

We are sorry to ifindithat there Is
no realisation On your part regarding
the grave harm done to the party, vio-
lation of its ordinary norm and form,
open violation of State Secretariat
instructions not to rush to the press
any article dealing with the aspect of
party policy and programme without
prior approval of the same.

THERE are many instances of
innocuous literary material

h~in& been ItrajIlslate,d ~Dto sjgnifi- .
cant films. Kurosawa has made
High And Low from an Ed Mcbain
novel, Hitchcock has often gone in
for penny-dreadfuls, and serie noire
has been the favourite of many
French new-wave film-makers. So
nobody should grudge Satyajit Ray's
choice when he selects Shankar's ori-
ginal in his latest film Seemabaddha.
But whereas significant '.film-makers
recast their original to suit their own
scheme and extract a theme out of
the sourCe on which they work out
their own plan, Satyajit, for the first
time in his career, has allowed him-
self to be trapped py the limitations
of his source. Shankar's story of a
boxwallah's journey up the official
ladder and the attendant mental con-
flicts sound absolutely vain in the con-
text of our time. The world he por-
trays is a closed, confined world
peopled with wax-dummies bearing
no relation to outside realities.
One had expected Satyajit to do

Therefore the State Committee has
unanimously decided to suspend your
party membership and further to refer
your article, charge sheet and reply to
the P.B. for they deal with party's
basic policies and tactical line for
further consideration and taking any
further action if it thinks necessary.

With revolutionary greetings.
Comradely Your's
S. S. SHRIVASTAVA

Seal for
Bihar State Committee

Communist Party of India (Marxist)
Patna

(Mr A. K. Roy has since been
expelled.

The March 6 number of Frontier is.-
not in our stock.-Editor). (

away with Shankar's romanticised
version of the executive suite and
turn his film into a ruthless satire on
this ,tribe of hybrids, but unfortu-
nately, he has not stressfjd this point.
In the beginning, however, when the
off-screen commentary illustrates the
visuals explaining the gap between
the different socia-economic classes
and describing the hero's gradual
ascent from a middle-class set-up to
the high society milieu, there are
indioations that the film-,maker
would now give us something worth-
while. But very soon that insight is
gone and the film develops into a
banal form of conventional story-
telling and the director is never able
to extricate himself from the fals~
trappings of jthe rou~ine narrative.
Even the wicked machinations and
the rat race rampant. in the mercan-
tile world are portrayed in a pallid
manner and the treatment fails to
lend any conviction. The demands
of the story are stretched too iarand
the manoeuvring of the lock-out in
the factory, a contrived intrigue of

the original. is retained in' toto
the resultant over-simplification of the
issues is too much to bear .The con-
flict inherent in the protagonist is no
always clear. He seems quite hap~
with his own ambition and his sudd
cngst at the Qo!imaxwhen he is eleva-
ted to the director's chair is thoroughly;
inexplicable. Equally ambiguous is
the character of his sister-in-law w
comes as a symbol of the innocence!
lost forever to the executive hero.
But she emerges as a bookish figure,
full of corny platitudes and Sharmila.
Tagore fails to imbibe the deptb
which she is called upon to convey
There are isolated examples of tech-
nical brilliance: the advertising '.film
out-Sukhdeving Sukhdev in its virtuo,
sity, the subtle use of opticals to des-
cribe the administrative hierarchy a
the excellent craftsmanship of cut-
outs and backdrops imparting an
2uthentic look to the studio sett~
There is also superb acting by twu
artistes; Ajay Banerjee as the per
sonnel officer turns in a fine portray
of a cool, calculating schemer and
Paramita Chaudhuri, as the hero'
wife with her doll-like bearing an
charming naivete, offers the vivi
image, as intended, of a contented
cow. But the factors mitigating th
excellence weigh heavier. Apa
from the general weakness of the story:
there are lapses into obtrusive sym-
bolism like the stair-climbing at the:
end. The trivial finale when Sharmil
suddenly pops out of the screen is II
crude visual magic. And to cap •
all, there is horsey clowning by
Harindranath Chattapadhya as a r
tired ICS harking bEck to the conven
tional figure of the England-returned
in the Bengali films of the thirties,
and the listless performance b
Barun Chandra as the protagon'
whiCh has completely ruined the film.

Whenever Satyajit Ray makeli
2ny film which is not significan
the local critics muster to offer an
-apologia saying that on every occa
sion he is not expected to produce a
masterpiece and there would be pot-
boilers from time to time, True, in
every country creative film-makers
often travel between masterpieces an,d



creations. But it is also true
that in other countries there are

enty of good film-makers whereas
in ours we have only a handiul-

atyajit Ray, of course, topping the
list-and we would al~ays demand
something really wortltwhile from
them. For them, there is not a single
moment for relaxation, no "playtime
on Olympus." The country is throb-
bing with many vital issues and we
want our 'film-makers to make films
about them, films of real, traumatic
experience and we refuse to accept
the fashionable souk(earching of
mercantile bureaucrats, an odious
breed of our colonial hangover.

month) is a cool Rs 3 lakhs. Refugee
relief need not be, it seems, a labour
of love I

The other aspect of the question is
the direct draft the upkeep of the re-
fugees constitutes on the Central Bud-
get for the current year. In the cal-
culations that follow we will broedly
take the official norms, of expenditure
per refugee, inflated as they are. Assu-
ming that on an average 8 million
refugees have to be mainta,!ned in the
refugee camps during the financial
year 1971-72, upkeep expenditure on
them will amount to about Rs 350
crores to which may be added another
Rs 100 crores of expenditure of a
mostly capital Or non-recurring kind,
giving a total of Rs 450 crores. Of
this, if Rs 150 crores are taken to be
the foodgrains component, that can
be met by drawing down foodgrain
stocks with the Government without
constituting a budgetary outgo .
Foreign aid in the pipeline or already
committed is reported to be roughly
Rs 100-125 crores, leaving Rs 200
erores or less as the net draft on bud-
getary resources. Of this Rs -60
crores had been provided for in the
Budget. Thus on the whole the
Bangladesh refugees can account for
a net worsening of the Government's
budgetary posiiton to the extent of
only Rs 140-150 crores. If the bud-
getary gap of Rs 220 crotes is indeed
threatening to widen to Rs 600 crores,
(as the Finance Minister is reported,
to have warned) other explanations
have to be sought for the development.

There may be some merit in depict-
ing the burden imposed by the influx
of refugees in the most sombre terms
if the Government's purpose was to
extract the maximum assistance out
of the international community or to
persuade the Indian public to submit
to addiitional resource raising effort.
The Finance Minister has repeatedly
disclaimed any intention of doing the
latter. In the circumstances part of
the reason for exaggerating the bud-
getary eost of the refugees can only
be to camouflage the basic collapse of
planning and Iplan implementation.
(Economic and Political Weekly,
Bombay).

Relief,Refugee

expenditure per refugee per annum.
By reference to the computations of
per capita consumption expenditure
attempted by Dandekar and Rath in
their study "Poverty in India", this
gives the refugees a standard of con-
sumption slightly higher than that
enjoyed by the bottom five d.eciles
(that is, one-half)- of the Indian
population.

Of course, this' is not to say that
the refugees are living it up or that we
are spoiling them with riches. We
are doing nothing of the sort. What
the reiugees are being given is the bare
minimum to keep body and soul to-
gether. The squalid conditions of the
refugee camps is something that no
'one who has visited them is likely to
forget in a hurry. The purposes of
the calculations attempted above are
to suggest that (a) the estimates of
expenditure on the refugees are·' ex-
aggerated or (b) not all the money

. . .What are Ithe refugees really provided for the refugees' upkeep is
costing us? The Ministry of Rehabi- in fact being spent on them. \ Both
Jitation released a pamphlet some time possibilities are plausible. The esti-
back giving, among other things, mated expenditure of Rs 19.33 on
itemised break-up of the cost of main- cereals per refugee per month, Rs
taining the refugees. The pamphlet 5.17 on pulses and R 3.33 on edible
bears no date, but it purports to give oil is definitely high compared to the
the position upto June 22 by when consumption standards of the majo-
6 million refugees had registered them- rity of the Indian or Pakistani popu-
selves with the Indian authorities and lation. Similarly, the estimates of
were living in the refugee camps. The capital expenditure provide for one
paIllphlet estimates the cost of main- latrine for every 2 families when in
taining 6 million refugees for six the chawls of Calcutta Or Bombay
months and puts the 'figure at around: there will be hardJy a family which
Rs 300 crores, which works out to Rs does not have to share a latrine with
t ,000 per annum per refugee. This four others. The estimates also pro-
c6mpares with India's per capita in- vide for sinking one 'tube-well' per
come of~s 589 in 1969-70. Of 10 families I If indeed the actual
,course, the comparison is invalid since ~fiEancialprovisions are being made on
the figure of Rs 1,000 per annum per these bases, then almost certainly
refugee includes not merely the there are substantial leakages flowing
refugees' consumption expenditure but into the pockets of the contractors
also capital cost of things like tents, and( other agencies which receive
hospitals, transport vehicles, etc. The lump-sum allocations from the
cost estimates are presented in the Government on the basis of the num-
pamphlet in two statements, but the ber of refugees under their care. Those
basis of classification is obscure since who have visited the refugee camps
both statements include items involv- know that in fact such leakage does
ing current a well as capital and recur- take place, with estimates of the
ring as well as non-recurring expendi- middlemen's illegal 'cut' as high as 10
ture. However, a rough selection of • to 15 per cent. Ten per cent of Rs
items of personal consumption gives 30 lakhs (roughly the allocation for
a figure of Rs 449 as 'the consumption feeding one lakh refugees for one
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Letters

The Bandh

Perldictably. there is jubi1a!tion m
certain camps over the so-caBed fail-
ure of the October 13 bandh. Let us
examine the facts. No CSTC bus
plied from the ~pOlts (cxcejpt at
Howrah ?). No attendance figures
far the CSTC men have been given.
In Writers Buildings the official atten-
dance figure was 40 p.c.

The ordnance factories, swarmed by
the glorious Gorkha Regiment, sho-
wed good attendance. Durgapur pro-
duction figures are strangely missing.
AITUC controlled production ul}.its
functioned normally.

I contend that the CPM's organisa-
tional solidarity has shown no dent;
that the CPI has cynically taken a
passive role, in spite of its formal
sponsoring of the bandh caB.

Any government with its police,
army and gold, could have put up the
show that emerged. And it was a
poor shbw.
. Of course, the foBowi.qg observa-

hans may also be relevant: that
bandhs as such have degenerated into
mere ritual. 'Successful' handhs in
the past (successful, because of
casual, politically motivated abdica-
tion of formal responsibility by the
government and terrorisation of a his-
torically su~missive people) had
bred and sustained complacent illusions
on the part of the organisers. In a
sense I am happy that the 'successful'
era is over. At least now parties who
believe that they have a programme
should start a serious evaluation of
strategy, tactics and strength before
their organisation is eroded. Politi-

Mr SUBHAS BOSE,
~

Our at:;ent at Alipnrduar

Newtown Library,

Alipurduar P.OI,

Dist. .Talpaig-uri,

West Beng-al.
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cisation seems to have been now-
here in the picture. And in so many
instances the show has become the
start and end point of the movement.

RANAjIT Roy
Calcutta

Geared For War?

Dacca carried out black-out exer-
cise on September 24 (The Statesman,
25.9.71). Bombay did the same on
October 3 (Times of India, 4.10.71).
"Chi".1tagongairport has been made
an air base" (The Statesman 22.9.71).
Even a layman could come to similar
conclusion if he visits Calcutta airport.
"Camouflaged army cars seen in
(Rawalpindi~' (The Statesman
2.10.71). In West Bengal or eve~
around Calcutta we are sick of seeing
,armed forces vehicles of all possible
sizes and capabilities (camouflaged or
otherwise). Evidently India's military
claws are no less sharpened than those
of Pakistan. Our armed forces are
ready for the word GO. To cite just
one example: Kalyani University hos-
tels have been occupied by armed
'guardians'. Even the residents of
Kalyani are waiting for evacuation
orders.

As if all these were not enough,
K. Subramanyam, Director of the
Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses (New Delhi) loudly advo-
cated: "India should consider some
sort of a situation, preferably short of
war, on her western border with
Pakistan to deflect the attention of
Gen. Yahya Khan from Bangladesh
to the western wing of their country
(1i!rrl;esof India, 20.9.71).

Subramanyam's advice is wrong
and militarily unsound. Because
India will then have three directly in-
terconnected fronts to handle-<>ne on
th~ west, one in West Bengal and the
,thrrd on the Assam- Tripura side.
Judging from Indian armed forces'
performances in 1965 and 1962 I3nd
a.Bowing f?r present increased poten-
tIal (marglOal though), it is quite in-
conceivable that they will be 'able to
hear the brunt of all the three fronts.
As for Pakistan, the west wing will

have one front to 'fight on but
eastern wing will have two. In tM
event of war, the east wing will have
to fight virtually without any materiel
link-up with its western wing. I
short, the east wing is a 'death
ground' for the Pakistan army. But
such a situation has an advantage in
that it induces fighting with greater
determination-even lesding to vic-
tory. Sun Tzu had cited an almost
similar case, wherein a smaller arm
had. no option but to win against a
bigger army, since 'a retreat would
have involved crossing a river and the
general of the smaller army had
thoughtfully 'and deliberately burnt
all his boats well in advance. Sucb
can be the hard reality of hard prac-
tice I There have been instances dur-
ing and after World War II to support
such art of war as advocated by SUD
Tzu.

'Politically, there is no country in
the world that supports India on her
stand on East Pakistan·--Do even
Russia. Pakistan on the other haridt

has scored a diplomatic, victory ov~
India on this issue, though not with-
out condemnation.· for its army's.
brutalities. Standing thus in an
advantageous position it is unlikely
that Pakistan would be the first to
launch an all-out war. But then, will
Indira end her military commanders
embark upon such an adventure? It
is we Indaan people that must answer
this grave question.

China And Pakistan

Analyst's rejoinder (September 4)
to Mr .P. B. Ghosh's letter (August
21) raIses some points which find
their echo in the minds of those who
have been watching the Bangladesh
happenings. 'Analyst' seems to have
taken immense pains to defend China's
policy in regard to Bangladesh irres-. ,
pechve of the reactions that such a
policy may have given rise to. He
has said that since China is a believer
in peaceful coexistence 'and has nor-
mal state relations with Pakistan, she
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strengthening the Chinese &fence.
But against whom? Obviously it 1S
against Soviet Russia. Afraid as she
is of the increasing Russian influence
in Asia, China needs American
friendship to contain Russia; and
Russia, on her part, requires India on
her side to demonstrate to the world
that in Asian politics she is a power
to reckon with.

It is clear that a country, which-
ever brand 01 political ideology it
may profess, has two clearly demar-
cated spheres of activities-one domes-
tic and the other international. Despite
an the shadow-boxing it may in-
dulge in at home on a particular in-
ternational issue, ilts diplomatic be-'
haviour abroad is scrupulously guid-
ed by a--careful consideration of its
national interests. It is not that
China as a socialist country has re-
frained from interfering in ~he inter-
nal affairs of Pakistan by not con-
demning the genocide committed by
the Pakistani army, because of her
firm faifh in the principles of peace-
ful coexistence but that Pakistan's
disintegration will strengthen India.
as a rival power on the Asian conti-
nent. India's emergence as a big
power is definitely not to China's.
liking and so the perpetuation of a
tension between the two neighbouring
countries.

No amount of ideological sophis-
try can conceal the fact, painful no
doubt, that all talk of international
brotherhood, humanisn etc, so often
heard in> conferences, meetings and
seminars, is an elaborate hoax. Des-
pite all the ballyhoo, weare where
we have been: selfish, cruel, ruthless
and criminal to the marrow of our-
bones under the facade of a diligent-
ly acquired sophistication.

RINA MITRA
Calcutta

not however invalidate the fact that
the upsurge, unorganised 'and unplan-
ned, was at the initial stage absolute-
ly popular and spontaneous. It was
the students who fought 'and gut kil-
led; it was the dock workers who
refused to unload the military cargoes
and in the process got wiped- out; it
was the commoner who put up bar-
ricades to obstruct the passage of
he!lvy army vehicles and it was the
breakaway groups of the Bengal Re-
giment and East Pakistan Rifles who
resisted the occupation forces. True,
unable to bear the brunt of the Pak
army's indiscriminate reprisals, thou-
sands have fled to India. Thousands
of innocent people have been killed.
Does Analyst want more people to be
killed in cold blood by the Pak army?

Analyst has condemned nationalism
which, according to him, arose along
with the emergence of the bourgeoi-
sie, because it was Bengali nationa-
lism, a product of a cultural heritage
opposed in every way to that in West
Pakistan which sustained ·and streng-
thened the Awami League agitation
for complete autonomy. Nationalism
emerges out of a people's acute cons-
ciousness of the superiority of their
cultural heritage and their do&ged de-
termination to preserve it and has a
limited function to play in every na-
tional uprising. That function it has
played, paving the way for a new
form of struggle which is the ultimate
follow-up of what is going on in
Bangladesh at present. There is no
reason to denounce the Awami Lea-
gue agitation as anti-people just be-
cause it is sustained by Bengali na-
tionalism. No country, whether ca-
pitalist or communist, is less nation-
list than the other. Had the communist
countries been believers in stateless-
ness, there would have been no bor-
der disputes between Soviet Russia
and China ; China would not have
taken So much of trouble to normalise
her relations with the imperialist
Amerioa even at the r.isk of being
misunderstood abroad. Analyst seems
to have done the job of bringing up
to the surface the purpose behind the
recent Sino-American move when he
says that it is chiefly meant for
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as refrained from speaking against
Islamabad. This is as it should be
-this is the correct diplomatic atti-
lUGe, Had this been China's attitude
right from the beginning there
would have been nothing to say
against her. If Peking Radio could
refer to an agitation by several
thousand sadhus against cow slaughter
some years ago resulting in police
firing, deaths and the resignation of
the then Home Minister, Mr Nanda,
as the inevitable sign of an imminent
revolution, it is difficult to accept that
the present struggle in Bangladesh is
'premature' because . it 'contr'adicts
the anti-imperialist cause in its
totality' .

As for the present struggle which
bas brought Bangladesh to the verge
of ruin, it .can be said that it is popu-
lar. though Analyst does not want to
recognise it as such. It is supported
by a substantial section of the people
who are conscious of the ruthless ex-
ploitation to which they have been
subjected during all these years. The
rigidity with which Marxists define a
popular struggle is due to their soul-
killing efforts to interpret every his-
torical -event in terms of class con-
flict. It is true that the Awami Lea-
gue leadership is essentially bourgeois
and the six-point programme on the
basis of which it partly fought the
eloctions did not include any radical
economic measures calculated to im-
prove the subhuman standard of liv-
ing of the peasantry 'and the workers.
There is also no denying the fact that
the masses were .not sufficiently poli-
ticised by the leadership so as to en-
sure their spontaneous cooperation if'
case of an armed confrontation witb
the military junta. These defects of
the leadership which, it should be
noted, is far from revolutionary I do
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. "
Rearing milk cattle has become as important an occupation as agriculture
in many villages in Kaira. In villages with milk co-ops, slightly over half
the income is from milk, as against 20% in -villages without milk .co-ops.
Apart from raising village incomes, milk co-ops have created more jobs
in villages, in collection centres, in cattle feed plants and in animal
husbandry services.With mechanisation of farming displacing people from agriculture,
it is imperative that villages should offer alternative opportunities for
employment. The traditional farmer is under-employed in any case.
Dairying offers a part solution to both problems.

-This survey was conducted by the Department of Economics, Sardar Patel University, VaUabh
'. Vidyanagar• The computed income included remittances from relatives in Africa.

Milk co-operatives
as an instrument for creating new jobs

Survey of
two villages in Kaira

traces half their income
to milk
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