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COMMENT

‘‘Never Again’’
THE MEANING OF ‘‘NEVER
Again’’ slogan is being interpreted by Israel and the Jewish
lobby worldwide through the prism of holocaust. Does the holocaust justify the dispossession
of the Palestinian people? The killing fields of 1945 Warsaw and 2008 Gaza do not differ
much in horror movies. The same scenario with identical warmachines committing genocides!
For many the "bottom-line" argument for the state of Israel is this: the Jewish people,
worldwide, need a state to which they can go for protection should another nation take up
Hitler's project of extermination of the Jews.
True, the Holocaust was clearly one of the great crimes of modern history. But on a very
basic moral level: how does a crime against one people (the Jews) committed by the
government of another (the Germans)-no matter how horrific that crime-justify the
dispossession, exile, constant humiliation and oppression, and denial of self-determination to
a third (the Palestinians)? It does not and it cannot. An argument could perhaps be made
that, as part of the post-war reconstruction of Europe and as part of reparations for these
horrendous crimes, provisions should have been made to enable the Jewish people to
choose some form of autonomy or self-determination within Eastern Europe, using German
lands and resources to carry this out; but this argument was not only never seriously
entertained by the victorious powers at the time, but when someone like the journalist Helen
Thomas commits the unpardonable sin of mentioning this notion, as she did a few months
ago, she is immediately subjected to public humiliation and career death. "In the course of
a May 27, 2010 "interview" outside the White House by a pro-Israel rabbi, Helen Thomas
said Israel should "get the hell out of Palestine..." Within hours, the 89-year-old Thomas long
known as Dean of the White House press corps, had been forced by media pillorying, proIsrael organizations, and the Obama administration into retirement.
The Holocaust was part of a "larger project." The Nazi regime conflated Judaism and
communism; that is, the Nazis rolled them into one big enemy, the so-called JudeoBolshevik conspiracy. The Nazis regarded the communist project of emancipation-which
included the abolition of anti-Semitism-as utterly intolerable and evil; the participation of
some Jews in this project only added to their hatred. As the Nazi forces invaded the Soviet
Union, the counter-revolutionary forces from among the Soviet citizenry which supported
them were the same ones who eagerly assisted in the extermination of the Jews and the
murder of communists.
Few people know that, in addition to the six million Jews pitilessly exterminated by the
Nazis, the German army was responsible for the deaths of some 28 million Soviet citizens.
So long as this unjust world order exists, the majority of nations and peoples will be
oppressed by a relative minority of dominant nations. It is important and valuable and justin fact, it is absolutely necessary-that people stand up to that oppression, refuse to tolerate
it, resist it, and work to abolish it. But if that turns into a fight for national rights at the
expense of another people's rights, then it is not so fine. 
[contributed]

