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HAVANA DIARY 

PERMANENT WAR 

Fidel Castro Ruz 

UNFORTUNATELY, THE UN, through all its history, instead of adding and multiplying efforts in 
favor of peace among nations, ends up supporting, sometimes through its actions and other 
times by omission, the most ruthless injustices. 

From 1945 on, wars have done nothing but inexorably increase and multiply themselves. 

I want to call on the governments of the world to reflect: since September 11th, 2001, a new 
and unprecedented imperialist war began, a permanent war, in perpetuity. 

We have to look directly at the terrifying reality of the world we live in. […] Why is the United 
States the only country that scatters the planet with military bases? What is it afraid of to 
allocate such a staggering budget for increasing its military power? Why has it unleashed so 
many wars, violating the sovereignty of other nations which have the same rights on their own 
fates? How can international law be enforced against its insensible aspiration to militarily 
hegemonizing the world in order to ensure energy sources to sustain their predatory and 
consumer model? Why does the UN do nothing to stop Washington? […] 

Washington knows that a multi-polar world is already an irreversible reality. Its strategy 
consists of stopping, at any price, the sustained rise of a group of emerging countries […] the 
goal is to reconfigure the world so it is based on Yankee military hegemony. 

What is behind this new Armageddon?: the absolute power of the military-financial 
leadership which is destroying the world in order to accumulate ever more profits; the military-
financial leadership which is subordinated, de facto, to an increasingly larger group of States. 
Keep in mind that war is capital’s modus operandi: the war that ruins the majority and makes 
richer, up to the unthinkable, a few people.  

Right now, there is a very serious threat to global peace: a new cycle of colonial wars, 
which started in Libya, with the sinister objective of refreshing the capitalist global system, 
within a structural crisis today, but without any limit to its consumerist and destructive voracity. 

Humanity is on the brink of an unimaginable catastrophe: the world is marching inexorably 
toward the most devastating ecocide; global warming and its frightening consequences are 
announcing it, but their perspective on the ecosystem, which resembles the ideology of the 
conquistadors Cortés and Pizarro, as the influential French thinker Edgar Morin rightly pointed 
out […] The energy and food crises are sharpening, but capitalism continues to trespass all the 
limits with impunity.  



The great US scientist Linus Pauling, awarded the Nobel Prize on two occasions, continues 
enlightening our path: “I believe that there is a greater power in the world than the evil power 
of military force, of nuclear bombs -- there is the power of good, of morality, of 
humanitarianism. I believe in the power of the human spirit”. Let us mobilize all the power of the 
human spirit: it is time now. It is imperative that we unleash a great political counter-offensive in 
order to prevent the powers of darkness from finding justifications for going to war, from 
unleashing a widespread global war through which they attempt to save the western capital. 

The warmongers, and especially the military-financial leadership that sponsors and leads 
them, must be defeated.  

Let’s build the balance of the universe foreseen by the Liberator, Simón Bolívar – the balance 
that, according to his words, cannot be found within war; the balance that is born out of peace. 

…Venezuela, alongside the member countries of the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of 
Our America (ALBA), was actively advocating for a peaceful and negotiated solution to the 
Libyan conflict. That is also what the African Union did. However, in the end, the logic of war 
decreed by the UN Security Council and put into practice by NATO, the armed wing of the 
Yankee empire, was imposed. […]  the “Libyan Case” was brought before the Security Council 
on the basis of an intense propaganda by the western mass media, who lied about the alleged 
bombing of innocent civilians by the Libyan Air Force, not to mention the grotesque media 
setting of the Green Square of Tripoli. This premeditated bunch of lies was used to justify 
irresponsible and hasty decisions by the Security Council, which paved the way for NATO’s 
military regime change policy in Libya. 

As of 2010, 19 UN General Assembly votes confirm the universal will demanding that the 
United States stop the economic and trade blockade against Cuba. Since all sensible 
international arguments have been exhausted, we have no choice but to believe that such cruel 
actions against the Cuban Revolution result from imperial arrogance in view of the dignity and 
courage shown by the unsubmissive Cuban people in their sovereign decision to determine their 
own fate and fight for their happiness.   

From Venezuela, we believe it is time to demand of the US not only an immediate and 
unconditional end to the criminal blockade imposed against the Cuban people, but also the 
release of the five Cuban antiterrorist fighters held hostage in the prisons of the American 
Empire for the sole reason of seeking to prevent the illegal actions of terrorist groups against 
Cuba, under the shelter of the US government. 

For us, it is obvious that the UN is not improving, nor will it improve from the inside. If the 
Secretary General, along with the President of the International Criminal Court, take part in an 
act of war, as in the case of Libya, nothing can be expected from the current structure of this 
organization and there is no longer time for reform. 



It is unbearable that there is a Security Council that turns its back, whenever it wants to, on the 
clamor of the majority of nations by deliberately failing to acknowledge the will of the General 
Assembly. If the Security Council is some sort of club with privileged members, what can the 
General Assembly do? Where is its room for maneuver, when Security Council members violate 
international law? 

 


