APRIL 15, 1972 PRICE: 35 PAISE

Sk On Other Pages

CONINIENT

Fiew From Delhi
WAITING FOR BHUTTO
From A Portricar. CorRES-
T P PONDEN

MIZORAM : THE STRUGGLE

CONTINUES
BraskaAr BURMAN

Manipuy

INDIRA WAIVED OUT
Fron -\ CORRESPONDENT

A COMMON FRONT
\snok Runra

ON FASCISM==I
S. Roy

FROM BOOK FAIR TO
BOGOKISH TAIR

SANGH SEN SINGH

BIOLOGIGAL 'AND CHE-
MICAL WARFARE
N.. SINGH o

Book Remew
THE ENEMY

LETTERS

Editor : Samar Sen

PriNTED AT MonErNy INDIA  PRESS,
7, Raya SusopEH MULLICK SQUARE,
CALCUTTA-13 AND PUBLISHID, % SERLY
rorR GERMINAL PusLicaTioNs (P) Ltb,
»Y SAMAR SEN FrROM 61, Morr LANE,
CarLcurra-13 -
TeLEPHONE: 243202

~

9

12

CALLING THE BLUFF

AST month the Americans were - claiming that the war in South
Vietnam was going fine, though the news from Cambodia and Laos
continued to worry them. On April 1 they were fooled. Communist
forces struck in the northernmost. province and “within seven days, they
have almost overrun it. Quang Tri, the provincial capital, is in a state of
siege and the fire bases Fuller Charlie 2, Anne and a dozen others, f¢il
to the attacking troops like nine pins. These craggy hilltop bases were
handed over to ARVN, the South Vietnamese army, by the Americans as
a token of their much-touted attempt to Vietnamise the war. Now .it
lies in a shambles. The new attack began ‘with a punch at the north and
subsequently spread all over the country. At the time of writing fighting
is going on on three fronts: in the North, in the Central highlands and
in the Mekong delta area in the South. And American intelligence. is
still groping for the next place where the communists would hit out.
Apparently, the interdicting missions of the American Air Forces
last spring were a flop. Events have shown that those bombing runs ard
the frequent man-hunt by the U.S.-advised South Vietnamese army have
been unable to prevent the communists from building up all along the
DMZ and the Ho Chi Minh trail and re-setting their supply network,
Perhaps in further disdain of their adversaries they this time are using
an unusually large number of heavy armour including the fearsome 152
mm, howitzer. And, for the first time in the history of the Indochina
war, they have used MIGs to blast the enemy position, at least on one
occasion. In the face of the communist thrust the Saigon army has mnot
shown ehough mettle to justify its master’s description of it as a tough
fighting force. Deprived of the American -crutch the ARVN fled the
base like rabble after an initial show of resistance. _ b
Nixon has been put on a hot fZin roof by the communist offensive,
It come at a time when the American armed presence in the peninsula
is at its lowest—it has been reduced trom 555,000 men to 96,000 of
whom only 6,000 are capable of taking up a combat role. Though reports
of a Marine landing in the Da Nang arca have come in, it is uniikery
to stem the high-tide of the Communist offensive unless Nixon decides
to intervene in big way. But any such drastic revision of former pidges
will anger his war-weary voters andy spoil his chances of another term
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¢ L in-theWhitc House.” It is only on Way To The Summit Lo

b~ - -the Air Force~that the President pins ‘ :

{ . his hope of staying in' the war. And . ) . i . -

\‘ he is out to use.it to the full. The Those who suspect Soviet hand be- fGts the victor, the talks will not ;suc- 1
: Amaricans- have brought two .more hind India’s sudden renewal of the ceed. For, there is a limit to which ;2
: carriers in Vietnamese waters and offer of direct talks with Pakistan are Pakistan can be bent; if fJattempts

beefed up their Air Force in Thailand
and other bases by adding to the
existing strength. The Americans are
resorting to weapons of destruction
never before used, But then the Viet-
cong have borne their fire power be-
forc and have held on. Further, they
have this time bolstered up their air
defences by inducting large numbers
of ack-ack guns and ground-fo-air
missiles. Battle scores and reports
of the returning pilots have borne out
this fact adequately.

Nixon has few optiens. If his al-
lies fail to win the war militarily, he
will fail to win it politically, Such a
reverse will reinforce the doubt
among his Asian allies about the ail-

garding the Administration’s handling
of the Vietnam war. On the other
hand, he cannot re-intervene and go
back on all his solemn pledges, particu-
larly when elections are round the
corner. Hanoi and NLF know this
and have chosen the hour to strike.

overtures will be taken till he

not exactly on unstable ground. The
Prime Minister’s \letter to Mr
Bhutto last week was a slide-back on
New Delhi’s declared stance that no
cognizance of the Pakistan President’s
has
formally acquiesced in the Indian pro-
sal for talks without pre-conditions,
How and when this proposal was
made are not known ; Mr Bhutto has
denied having received it. In any
event, the deadlock over the phantom
plOpObdl was very real. The Prime
Minister’s letter, which is designed to
break the deadlock, was sent at about
the same time when she despatched
her Foreign Minister to Moscow.
What pr ecedﬂd what can be a matter

the episode. But the letter was re-
ceived in Islamabad a day after the
arrival of Mr Swaran Singh in Mos-
cow which may suggest that in exer-
cise of her freedom of action India
has yielded to Soviet pressure.

are made to foce it to cross this_li-
mit it may renounce the path of-ne-
gotiations,, however futile and “disas-
trous the alternative may be.

Mr Bhutto has explained in; some
detail why he was not enthusiastic
over a meeting except at the summit.
His lack of confidence in opinionated
bungling bureaucrats is widely shared
on both sides of the bordér ; and
the fear of everything going awry will
persist as long as the summit meet-
ing is not actually held. None of
the problems inhibiting normalisation
of relations between the two countries
is such as can be resolved at officials’

- ing giant's capabilities. At home it for conjecture only, for New Delbi 15 |evels, and the exercise will be"#<Ct
may lead to further depression re- MOIE than usually tight-lipped over yuste of time. This would not have

mattered overmuch had there not been
the concurrent risk of the officials—
and this applies especially to those on
our side—throwing their weight about
and creating a deadlock which would
stall the summit. The morons and
the schemers both may do it, though

They want to destroy -the Vietnamisa- The Prime Minister has suggested 8  for different reasons. Not that the
tion programme. They also want to mecting of emissaries to pave the way .weather at the summit may not be
gain 'a foothold in the northern dis- for a summit. This _gradual ascent foul either. Mr Bhutto has been

tricts dor use it in subsequent staging

was peddied by the Soviet leaders

frank enough to admit that he wants

areas. They have long shown that @uring Mr Bhutto's last visit to Mos- a1 quid for every quo, but at the sum-
they are capable of doing what Ccow. The Pakistan President was mit the bargaining may be for as
they like and licking their enemies shrewd enough to surmise that the many quide as possible for every sin-
when and where they please. They proposal was India’s and the Soviet gle quo. The only safeguard against

have followed up their military gains
by offering to resume the stalled Paris
talks. Both in war and peace
the Vietnamese are consummate
dialecticians.
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Jeaders were merely chanting it. Whe-
ther he was sold on the idea or not
he had to agree for he is practically
without- options, What the Soviet
Union seems to have done is to pet-
suade the Prime Minister to place the
proposal formally before Pakistan.
This gesture is not in accord with the
hyper-chauvinism from = which India
has been suffering since the December
war ; hence the official hush. This

- cannot augur well for purposeful ne-

cotiations. 1f India goes to the con-

sdbotwc at the officials’ level and

breakdown at the summit sppears to,

be that the Big Brother will be watch-
ing, The Soviet Union will remote-
control not so miuch because of its
concern for peace and stability in the
Hindosthan peninsula as because of
its keenness to wean yet another
country in this region from the perni-
cious influence of China, Mr Bhutto
has said Pakistan is not ungrateful
and will ot forget China ; but he is
in too weak a position to resist being

ference table with the determination sucked’#nfp the vortex of the cold
. to speak from a position of strength war that has started raging in this
- Frapur-4 znd without the magnanimity that be- part of the world. ;
2 - ‘
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A Toast To Free And

The West Bengal Assembly is
these days definitely not the pande-
monium it used to be. No table
thumping, no shouts and shrieks, no
hurling of shoes, no exchange of
blows, no scrampering towards the
Speaker, no nothing. It has become
a sort of pantheon, where gods speak.
And they speak sweetly, To take:
stock of what they spoke, unanimous-
ly, in the Assembly last week—or why
should we confine ourselves to the
Assembly—Iet us listen fo the gods
at large : no Minister will recommend
any application for any job or licence
or permit and even for admission to
a college ; people will be given jobs
through the Employment Exchange ;
no photograph of any Minister is to be
published in Government publications
unless direly needed ; the power crisis
in Calcutta and industrial suburbs
will be resolved within a week;
10,000 village tubewells which are
defunct for lack of repairs are to be
made serviceable within, this too, a
week ; distribution of relief to flood-
stricken people, of agricultural, and
cattle purchase and house-building
loans will be free and fair ; time-
bound schemes will be introduced to
provide employment to the educated
unemployed ; travelling by train at
night will be safe ; medical officers
will be sent to health centres in vil-
lages ; no Minister will accept any
private invitation from monopoly in-
dustrial houses; extremists will be re-
leased from ptison if they eschew
violence ; employers who are at de-
fault in making payments and contri-
butions as required under the ESI Act
or Employees Provident Fund Scheme
will be detained ; people retaining
land in excess of the ceiling according
to the relevant Act will also be pre-
vented by detention ; workers should
not be called ‘coolie’ which is deroga-
tory to workers in a , free country ;

bong fide hawkers will be rehabilitat- *

ed but no encroachment on pavements
will be ftolerated ; test relief . to
900,000 distressed villagers will
abandoned but they will be gainfully

o
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employed ; government officials’ _ will
attend office punctually gxd in no, case”

after Jifteen minutes of the start of office
hours ; strictly free and fair exami-
nations will be held ; ghosh emplyees
of Calcutta Corporation will be sorted
out ; pornography and smuggled goods
will not be sold on pavements,

The list is, we confess, not exhaus-
tive. If we had more time to read
newspapers we could have offered a

more lengthy and ennobling charter
of suppliecs. The gist is however

simple ; life in West Bengal, or Bangla
if you like, will be no more rigged ;
it will be free and fair.

Those bright-eyed people in this
State who set store by these gods are
entitled to go back to their angel-infan-
cy. We had listened to such skylarks in
1947, In Pakistan they also listened
to such songs in 1958 too when Pre-
sident Ayub proclaimed Martial Law ;
people there were afraid then of even
dirtying the road. If the Congress-
men here have the honesty and the
capability to redeem their pledges, they
have all the time, five years in the
least, to do so. If the 16-point pro-
gramme helps revive industry, which
it is doing, they say, having already
attracted offers of Rs 108.64 crores
to be invested in the State, in the last
three months, there will be nore, ex-
cept the suicide maniacs, not to re-
joice. If the 800,000 people --get
back their jobs once again, what can
be better news ?

Mr Siddhartha Sankar Ray has dis-
owned the doings of the 20-year rule
of the erstwhile Congress and of
course of the UF interregnum. He
wants to start with a clean slate. Let
us withhold our a priori apprehensions
and judgments, Let us listen to the

s, . "' (../q: - ,
Faif Life “7 *°

be

music of the Ektara of the new /
Bauls, We can do little else any-
way.
Our agent at Varanasi S,
MANNALAL DAS
D-35/321A Jangambari
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ok ~_Waiting For Bhutto

From A.PorLiTicAL CORRESPONDENT

“HE stalemate over a dialogue
with Pakistan has given the
Moscow lobby a much-needed open-
ing to push the plan for an Indo-
Fapanesg treaty as part of the collec-
tive security plan for Asia. If what
one hears is right, u Soviel-Japanese
treaty might be signed first. Last year’s
Indo-Soviet treaty (of which even
the Hindi translation was provided by
Moscow 1) has become the prototype
of the new series of freaties to come,
India i$ being prevailed upon fo sign
a  similar treaty with Afghanistan,
which means India is to be the pivot
ot the collective security system in
Asia and the day Pakistan is psyched
into signing one with India one stage
of the Soviet operation would have
been completed. After a three-year
silence, the Soviet leadership has re-
vived the talk about the security plan
though Mr Swaran Singh feigns total
ignorance of its details forgetting that
as late as February 8 he blurted out
in his interview with Tass that India
had always welcomed the Soviet col-
fective security proposals for Europe
and Asia,

Mrs Indira Gangdhi's letter to Presi-
dent-Bhutto was kept a close secret
from the Indian Press and ironically
the first confirmation of it came from
Racdio Pakistan. By all accounts
the Soviet leadership had assured India
of a favourable Pakistani response to
Mrs Gandhi’s gesture before she
wrote the letter, But the reply from
Bhutto had not been coming as ex-
pecled, civing room for speculation
that Mr Bhutto miight set some pre-
conditions for talks. The Soviet lea-
dership has decided on the ouster of
Mr Bhutto and
‘Wali Khan and this has much o do

—with the reluctance in some quarters

to put off a dialogue with Pakistan
up# after the National Assembly has”
met on _ April 14, Mrs Gandhi’s

o

his replacement by

gesture came oo close to April 14.
Much depends on Mr Wali Khan's

_chances of ousting Mr Bhutto.

Continued Indian pressure on Mr
Bhutto over the dialogue issue with-
out getting down to the brass tacks
has enhancedr Mr Wali Khan's
chances and perhaps Mr Bhutto has
a point when he wailed that someone
was out to topple him. The shift in
Mrs Indira Gandhi's attitude has been
gradual and at onme point she just
wanted proof of Mr Bhutto’s bona
fides as the precondition for talks,
Secondly, India had in the past fa-
voured an issue-by-issue solution to
Indo-Pakistan  problems while Mr
Bhutto had favoured a package deal.
India is no longer keen on delinking
the Kashmir issue from other issues.

The prisoners of war issne would
prove the most complex one among the
immediate issues. It suits Mr Bhutto
to inspire stories of his army streng-
thening itself and create the impression

that Pakistan can still fight. But
without the return of the 93,000

prisoners Pakistan cannot really raise
the new divisions even if the stories
iof massive deliveries of hardware by
other powers to Pakistan are frue.
* L3

The major excitement of the week
was over dialogue with Pakistan and
Mr Jyoti Basu did not get the Press
he expected for his case about poll-
vigging in West Bengal. His case
indeed was convincing to the large
turn-out of Indian and
respondents but Mr Basu seemed to
be more anxious to impress his audi-
ence that his party has not opted ont
of the parliamentary system and did
not mean to do that. The next day,
he spoke at length to a student audi-
ence at the Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity nd formulated the thesis that the
Government at the Centre was not
fascist yet but someone was trying to

foreign cor-

condemn his party to an extra-parlia-
mentary path. From his tweird ari-
thmetic, it transpired that- the po]‘l,
was rigged in 201 constituencies
which should have normally voted for

&

his party and its allies. !

[n Baranagore had his - party at-
tempted to counter terror by tefror it
would
presumably his party does not coun-
tenance. On the whole, onetcould
not help the impression from his 90-
minute speech that the party’s imme-
diate objective was limited to restor-
ing bourgeois norms of a tair election.
Mr Jaya Prakash Narain feels greatly
concerned by the rigging in West
Bengal and Mr Basu met the ailing
Sarvodaya leader to brief him on
what happened.

The Centre would like to keep the
CPI-M within the parliamentary sys-
tem and the bourgeois liberal®spes=t
the Jyoti Basus in the party would
achieve that, But Mr Siddhartha
Sankar Ray is carrying his goodwill
for Mr Basu to the point of embar-
rassment. The CRP protection to his
residence is being deliberately esca-
lated to demonstrate that the Chief
Minister means well by even the man
who called the West Bengal Assembly
a house “full of swindlers” (some
extra-parliamentarism that), Mean-
time Calcutta reports speak of CPI-M
overtures to  Naxalite remnants
which means the party would like the
Naxalites to function as their auxi-
liary to keep them within the-parlia-
mentary system. The Politbureau
seems divided on the poll outcome
and one section refuses to believe that
rigging could explain everthing. Mr
Naniboodiripad’s premium is on anti-
Congressim of the kind promoted by
Dr Lohia in 1967 when one-party
dominance already seemed to be de-
clining. But such a line lacks credi-
bility when the Congress dominance
has been restored in the country.
Perhaps Mr Namboodiripad appre-
hends a smap poll.in Kerala and
wants tg survive the onslaught the
Congress is planning, , ,

April 9, 1972
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have been a civil war, which-—
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Mlzoram : The Struggle Continues

. BriAskAR BARMAN

TEWS from (Mizoram is always
£ gcarce. All we have bave
ha.anns, gbout this new Union terri-
lory is governmental f{reports ; © of
how ‘law and order’ has been finally
restoréd, of the grand work of the
Indian Army and of the break-up of
lh.. rebel © movement. But fill now
ery little Shas been heard from the
This may
be due to a variety of reasons ran-
ging from the inability or lack of

\1 ZOram md se [‘ning" for them-
1 restrictions and
is the weak pro-

i the Mizo un-
case, the fact

out that even Mizoram’s
18 neighbours, let alone the rest
of the country, know very little

about the happenings in this region.
As such, ‘Letter from Mizoram' in
the March 18 issue of Frontier was
interesting reading. Brief ‘though it
is, it gives the reader some hints
about the hidden land which over
the past few years has suffered im-
mensely and almost alone and with-
out friends, at least in India.

Till the outbreak of the revolt in
1966, the people of Assam knew
practically nothing about the Mize
Hills (as it was then known), After
1966 when the Mizos hit the head-
Jines,’ all that the rest of the country
was given 0 undcrslz-lml was that “a
section of the Mizos” had risen in
arms against the Indian- Government
and were being aided and mspnud
in their ‘treacherous moves’ by Pa-
kistan and China. And now we "are
being told that the rebel Mizos are
returning to the padiamentary fold,
that the underground movement has
been practically crushed with the
surrender of most of its leaders.
Every move of the Mizo rebels has
always been meticulously reported in

the Indian Dbourgeois Prgss, every
blow to the movemegt has been a
much, publicised event: But this

APRIL 19, 1972 :

newsmen to wvisit

same Press has never fried to gd in-
to the reasons behind the revolt or
the nature of the movement, Con-
demnation of the rebels and support
for the Government in its successful
‘tackling of the problem’ have been
the consistent role of the Press re-
garding Mizoram, The bourgeois
Press in India is marked for its lo-
yalty to the government and those who
waver are speedily beaten into
submission.

The latest that we hear about the

Mizo rebels is that they have been
creating  terror in  the Chittagong
Hill Tracts and that the Indian
Army s ‘helpiw" the Bangladesh
forces in moppm up operations,

So. two armies are combing to fight
a group of rebels who are alreadly
said to be in retreatl

The history of Mizoram since 1947
has been one of utter neglect and
total disregard of the w1\hu and as-
pirations of the Mizo people: The
revolt of 1966 was the natural out-
come of years of such neglect and
<uppre<sion It s significant that
both the Nagas and the Mizos have
attracte@ attention through armed
uprisings, and these hill districts were
two of the most backward ones in
Assam. Till 1966 the Mizo voice
was never heard, Practically noth-
ing had been done to improve the lot
of the people and this region was
such a diark corner that when the
uprising occurred the Government
was taken completely by surprisc.
Alter the initial successes of the Mi-
zos were halted by the superior
might of the Indian Army, the Gov-
ernment embarked on a two-fold
programme of suppression of the
hostiles and development of the re-
gion, thereby frying to win over
the population by show of force as
well through baits. Development plans
were speedily drawn up and roads
were constructed, if not for the peo-
ple, for the army to move effectively>
Side by side with this, outright sup-

J

.of life

slightest pretext,

7. . \
pression of thee rebels L‘Ollli‘h(ﬂ,‘/\l/.}-f_l'l
would perhaps be difficolt for 3 peo-
ple who have not
army Opxlg\llm‘\ to evén rnlcumg th\,ll
proper nature. Indias JOUHJJ!I\[H
did 10t or were nof allowed 'to wvisit
the area and the counfry was kept

utterly ignorant regarding the ruth-
less  suppression. Hundreds — of
villages are reported to have
been burnt down, populated
areas sirafed and innocent civilians
rounded up and tortured on the
slightest suspicion. The Government

will instantly deny all this, saying
that there is no authenticity whatso-
ever in these reports. But  those
who happened fo bear the brunt of
the oppression would testify 10
their validity. The happenings - in
Mizo Hills apparently did not con-
cern the average educated Indian:
It was only when the Mizos ‘threa-

tened” the territorial integrity of the

country did the Press and the cofs-
cious sections ol the populafion rise
to he occasion, But reports of the

committed en  the Mizo
prick the

atrocities
people did net seem 1o
public conscience. The village “re-
grouping scheme (on the Vietnam
pattern) was unheards of in this part
of the world and was planned to
break the national consciousness of
the Mizo people. Since almost
lousehold  contained at least
population in the vil-
lages had to be reshuffled and the
villagers kept in new enclosed areas
or settlements the villages were
razed to the ground, This was meant
o save the rest of the people, from
being “contaminated” by the
Several My Lais arc reported fo
have becn committedh but there was
no one to report them to the outside
world, Everything went according

plan.‘and the army and the bure-
aucrats.

every
one rebel, the

after

rebels!

and death over the people,
brought the ‘situation under control’.
But at what cost ? The village™ re-
groupings, the conceptration camps,
the burnt-down vrllages, the mass—=ac-
rests and summary trials and execu-
tions and the show of strength on the
were. all meant to

b . -

expes: unuu’ such *

armed with immense powers/

N



.. ed forces could
'powers ? . .

térronze’ a brave people into sub-
mission. Till~ 1966 they were a
‘loyai’ people ; but when they wield-
-ed their guns to make their voice
felt, - it was>answered by govern-
ment guns with terrible vengeance,
The Mizos will never forget those
nightmarish days.

Despite heavy odds, the struggle
is still on. The efforts of the Gov-
ernment to win over the popula-
tion have apparently failed, because
the Mizo rebels were never cut off
from - their people. As- such the
Mizo revolt cannot die off as quietly
as the Indian Government would
have wus believe, It has all the
signs of a people’s liberation move-
ment and, therefore, cannot be sup-
pressed as long as the people of
Mizoram are with it. In this it will
naturally need ‘the support of the
people from the plains as well. It is
time progressive forces in the coun-
try demanded the release of the
numerous Mizo young men rotting
in jails, the restoration of normality
in the area, the cutting down to
size of the power-crazy bureaucrats
and army officers and an end to the
shameful re-grouping scheme. World
conscience was pricked by the hap-
penings in Bangladesh, Those in
Mizoram, though on a lesser scale,
went unrecorded.

The Mizos are reported to be Iy-
ing low for the time being and prov-
ing to be ‘loyal’ to the Indian Gov-
ernment., If all trouble is in the
process of being quelled, as the
Government would have the people
believe, why is it still panicky ?
For whom is meant the latest Armed
Forces Special Powers Amendment
Bill which empowers the Centre to
declare any area in the morth-eastern
region as ‘disturbed” so that the arm-
exercise " - specia

NOTICE

Articles cannot be returned
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Manipur

Indira Waived Oat

FroM A CORRESPONDENT

YOA in the west and Manipur
in the east have refused to
be swamped by the Indira wave.
Regionalism, or local stresses, proved
1o strong for the Bangiadesh excite-
ment to make any meamngiul dient
in the bias against the Congress(R).
Not so much ideology as personalities
were involved. Had there been an
hoc Congress(R) for the State just
on the eve of the election, dispensing
with the old guard, the Congress(R)
would not have a mere |7 seats in
the Assembly with Mrs Gandhi des-
cending here for electioneering and
Sheelbnadra Yaji in charge of the
poll campaign and organisation,

of 60 the Manipur
Peoples’ Party romped home with
15, and, after the initial hesitancy
and uncertainty it formed the mins-
try, Naga Integration Council, So-
cialist Party and Independents lend-
ing it the requisite majority. Now
the United Legisiature Party has 40
MILAs on its side. The threat to its
security is gone for the moment,
But adjourming the Assembly with-
out debating the Governor’s address
marks the uneasiness still haunting
the ULP, though its nominee for
Speakership having been elected with
a thumping majority against the Con-
gress-R nominee should have clinched
the issue.

I'he MPP and some of the Inde-
pendents were, until 1969, in the
Congress. But a clash of personali-
ties between M. Koireng Singh and
this group resulted in a parting of
ways. The Chief Minister, Mr Mohd.
Alimuddin, is a force to reckon
with. Not that the Congress(R)
did not make a try with inducing
rattings. But it did not come off.
The new C.M. is a shrewd political
oparator, popular, responsive to peo-
vle’s urges and an effective adminis-
trator, The bureaucrats who had

In a house

their heyday during Presidént’s Rule
are in dither, :

That the Congress(R) was out of
touch with the people, busy utmost
with distribuling Mrs G’s photo-
graphs and only flaunting a”fleet: of
jeeps, is now dawning on the rank
and file. The clamour for a refur-
bished Congress in the State ° with
generous infusion of the youth is
becoming -strident. The old stalwart,
M. Koireng Singh, and long the
CM., is finding himself isolated and
perhaps gettiing reconciled to an
eventual fading out from effective
politicking. The Congress under him
did not earn people’s goodwill. In
their eyes corruption and highhand:
edness became its synonyms.

The new Chief Minister has chang-
ed the office hours cutting down the
truancy called lunch. He would re-
view the membership / of the N.E,
Council de novo and would not feel
compelled to abide by the decree- of
the Lt. Governor who ruled here
under President’s Rule, He has
stayed collection of raised stall-rent
from the women shopkeepers. These
steps have earned him populist ap-
proval. The Congress(R) is in the
wilderness for the moment. So the
toppling game would remain for
some time in suspended animation.

In any configuration of power pat-
tern here Mr Mohd, Alimuddin is
inevitable, whether or not finally his
MPP and the Congress(R) come to
terms or he joins the Congress(R) on
his own terms. He has a competent
band of colleagues and devoted
friends and followers in the organi-
zation and the Government. The
Congress can at best spend some
time in humble self-scruting and in
functioning as a responsible opposi-
tion in the Assembly, Meanwhile
let it repair its bridges with the peo-
ple. They are -not particularly fond
of either the Congress(R) or Presi-
dent’s Rule and appear to be in no
hurry to invite them to the levers of
power. They have just now a res-
pite from bureaucratic: tyranny. This
they would not jettison. And this
would ensure the continuity of the
Alimuddin Ministry,
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'HAT will the CPM do now 2

A What path of action will it
follow } With what promises of what
future election. will it maintain disci-
pline among its restive cadres ?

The elections have reduced, in the
parliamentary -arena, the parliamen-
tary communists—we mean the CPM
and other units of the Left Front,
for the CPI can hardly be called a
left party any more, let alone a com-
munist phrty—to the position that
they had in the forties. To judge
by the criterion of strength in the
Assembly,, the communists are back
to where they were 25 years® ago.
After this resounding achievement of
left parliamentarians, one may hope
that sense will dawn on the CPM
cadres, "if not the leadership, about
the total futility of the parliamentary
path. The CPM leaders are whim-
pering that the elect'ons were rigged,
that Coneress goondas prevented
CPM volunteers doing electioneering
work, that the cadres and leaders
cannot enter their erstwhile srtong-
holds. All that is substantially true,
but how can CPM IJeaders face their
supporters with such lamentations ?
Whv are they so unprepared ? Has
anything unexpected happened ? Is
resort to fascist methods by the rul-
ing class, cha'lenged by revolutionary
forces, not the rule rather than the
exception ? Can a resppnsible Com-
munist Party talk of revolution and
resort to sporadic violence and not
the ruling class to
try to crush it by what
ever means are found necessary ? If
ths elections were rigged, what sort
of Marxism-Leninism was it that said
that the Indian State would permit
the CPM to get stronger through fair
elections ? If Congress goondas have
been terrorising - CPM  supporters,
ca“res and leaders, what revolutionary
text-books have told themi that it
wou'd not ke so? All these are ex-
pected. What is not -expected is
that a militant Communist Party that
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provokes the implacable hostility of
the bourgeoisie should remain com-
pletely unprepared for self-defence
when the faccist ons’aught is unleash-
ed. A party like the CPM should
have long back made for itself
an underground organisation, It
shou'd have had the capacity to fight
back the violent attacks on its cadres
with its own strencth. Tt is not that
the CPM did not have its own armed
men. But they must have been of
such poor political material that they
abandoned the party and joined the
fascist gangs of the ruling class as
soon as it was opportune to do so,
While not having its own under-
ground organisation the CPM did
everything in its power to bring about
the destruction of the only powerful
underground organisation that there
was, namely that of the CP(ML).
However. the fault did not lie with
the CPM alone. The blame has to
be evenly shared by the CPM and
the ML. Both the parties have been
guilty of regarding the other ! as
enemy agents. This helped above
all the rulng party. It had to do
only a small part of the job of liqui-
dating the cadres of these two parties.

The major part of the work was vo- -

luntarily done by the two parties
themselves. Over a period of more
than one year CPM and Naxal boys
induleed in a murderous sport that
resulted in a steady average of about
half-a-dozen killings per day among
the ranks of the two parties. The
CPM and the Naxals had between
them the cream of the politically com-~
mitted and idealistic youth of the
recion and a large part of this human
material got decimated by this mutual
slauchtering. Of course there was
plentiful and wanton killing by the
police, sometimes covertly and some-
times openly ; but the police took

maximum advantage of the blind, sui-

cidal obsession of the two parties.
It is time the two parties realised
that far from being non-antagonistic,

. Vvities.

" of fear of

" organisatan.

# » ot
the paths pursued by the t\vo',pu‘rtiég
were not even contradictory. but; had ’
po-sibilit'es * of tecoming complemen-
tary to each othet. ’

We have criticised the“CPM for not
having made preparations for armed
resistance. Having done that, fair-
necs demands that it be conceded that
it is not an:easy task to combine mass
front activities with everilla-type acti-
The Tlatter c2ll for an under-
eronnd oreanisation whereas organisa-
tional work among industrial workers
and the peasantry calls for precisely
the tvpe of surface oreaninsation as
the €PM has. The CPM failed -in
this difficult tack and chose to do only
mass organisation work to the total
nec'ect of preparations for armed re-
sistance, The verv inability to open
the front of guerilla warfare could
not but get it bogeed down in the mo-
rass of economism, They could not
so direct the mass orcapisation work
as to lead the working class struggle
beyond economic demands and to-
wards the capture of State power.

The ML on its side erred by neg-
lecting, even in theory, mass organi-
sation work, Its cadres kept away
from all such organisations. As a re-
sult they operated among masses who
had not been ideo'ocically prepared
to support their guerilla activities. Tt
is of course not true that wherever
the masses gave shelter and protec-
tion to the Naxals, that was done out
intim*dation. The very
fact that there were hundreds of Na-
xal bays livine in peasant families in
hundreds of villaces—and there still
are, notwithstandine the complacehce
of the ruling class that it has success-
fully liguidated the movement—is an
indication tha{ they had won their
way into the confidence of the rural
masses. All the same the villagers
who gave them focd and shelter and hid
therh from the policé, were not suffi-
ciently indoctrinated, so that when
the fascist counter-offensive was laun-
ched they could not effer much help
to the Naxals and prevent the almast
total collapse of their underground
That neglect of mass
organisation work was a serious ia-
curia in the party line.of the ML is

- 7
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in the auto-
crifical discussions that are taking
place -among the ranks of .the disor-
ganised party. What, however, is still
not being understood with clarity is
that ‘mass organisation work cannot
be done by guerillas or even by poli-
tical workers in contact with guerillas ;
just as the work of armed resistance
can hardly be done by people who
engage themselves in the surface task
of mass organisation work,

Just as the CPM got bogged down
in economism, the ML also became
victim of some its own cults. The
annihilation programme had a core of
revolutionary sense but it degenerated
in practice and got perverted in
theory. Whereas death sentence pas-
sedh on a village tyrant by a people’s
court and carried out in whatever
manner people saw fit makes sense
and whereas individual assassinations
also make sense in so far as they
are carefully planned to bring about
a situation where people’s courts
would take over from the leaders of
armed squads, many of the murders
carried out by the Naxals especially
in the city areas, were just reckless
manslaughter with no class-war signi-
ficance. If this was the degeneration
in- practice, the perversion in theory
consisted in making a virtue of blood-
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lust, encouraging sheer bestiality as
revolutionary class hatred,

With reservations about these cults,
it may be said that the ML has done
a signal service to the revolutionary
movement of the country by provid-
ing brilliant examples of how to orga-
nise an underground party and how to
train cadres so as to make them suit-
able for guerilla warfare. Likewise,
with reservations about its exclusive
preoccupation  with economism, the
CPM can be said to have acquired
lessons most valuable for tasks of
mass orpanisation. The lessons learnt
by the CPM and those learned by
the ML ate both necessary for any
future revolutionary agdvancement—
none can be done without. This calls
for a rapprochement between cadres
of these two organisations. That how-
ever does not mean that cadres with
the two kinds of experience would
do best to join together in a single
party. A single party will not be able
to combine the activities of the
two fronts—namely the guerilla front
angd the mass organisafion front. It
is absolutely essential that the two
parties remain organisationally sepa-
rate and independent, one to remain
on the surface and do mass organisa-
tion work and the other to remain
underground and prepare for guerilla
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activities. However, insiead ™ of re-
garding each other as aritagonists,
the two parties should act with a close
understanding, If the surface perty
ever comes to participate in oo\"trn-
ment through electioneering its main
task -ought to be to shelter the under-
ground party from the full blast-of
attacks by the Siate power.

In this connection it has to be rea-
lised as a lesson of current events
that no underground party can succeed
in going from the stage of sporadic
guerilla activities to the stage of in-
surrection without the active support
of a surface party working on the masg
organisation front. Reference may be
made to the criticism made within the
ranks of the ML of the leadership of
Charu Mazumdar for his alleged neg-
lect of the formation of base areas
and his encouragement of theé forma-
tion of squads of guerillas rather than
a liberation army. The  danger
in this line of thought lies in the
facile assumption that the failure of
the ML line has been due to any de-
partures it has mwade from the
strict  Chinese ling and  that
what is necessary is to find an
area which would correspond to the
Chingkane H'lls, It is important fo
understand that if it has not been
possible to have base areas, if a libe-
ration army has not marched down the
plains of Bengal, that is due to ob-
jective circumstances and hardly due
to any failure of leadership. Given
the geoeraphical terrain of the region,
the efficient network of transport and
communication, the as yet solid state
of the armed forces and the ramified,
pervasive bureaucracy, there was no
objective possibility of there being any
base area—to try to do so was to
expose the revolutionary forces in
concentration to rapid elimination by
the énemy. As to a liberation army,
it could hardly be formed by recruit-
ing soldiers openly as the State does.
Guerilla soldiers have to be mounted
one by one. bafch by batch, and they
have to operaie secretively and this
process cannot but be exactly what the
ML practised—to start with the for-
mation ~-of squads rather than
batta'ions whe will 'operate without
the shelter'of any base area in the
style of fish in water, 2mong the

MAasses, sy
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HE word ‘fascism’ is being ban-
died about. It is necessary Lo
form 2 clear idea of the various {a-
cets of fascism. Also, to mote the
various -stages of fascism so as 1o dis-
tinguish betwegen : ordinary dictator-
ship of the capitalist ciass, fascist dic-
tatorship, fascist movement before it
assumes Staie Power, and fascist mo-
vements which have yet to be welded
into one-sing.e definite whole i.e. fas-
cist tendencies. To mix up one with
the other would weaken the struggle
against fascism.

To help this process of identifica-
tion some notes prepared from various
writings on fascism are being offered.
The notes from Dimitrov’s classic have
been “deliberately left out since it
should be read fully and also since it
is far too well known,

What is offered here is essentially
derived from European experience,

Brief comments have, therefore been

added within brackets, to link the
symptom of fascism with the concrete

conditions prevailing in India and West

Bengal, All this is offered more as

a witness to my concern than as a dis-

play of scholatship.
Charactleristics of modern capita-

talism as well as fascism, are :

|. Both attempt to maintain capitd-
lism in the face of revolution
which is generated by the ad-
vance of production technique and
c'ass siruggles.
[In India : the Green Revolution,
heavy industries, electricity, com-
munications as well as widespread
poverty, foreign exploitation and
domination of feudal oppression.
Running parallel to this is the libe-
ration struggles in 34 countries of
the world, democratic mass move-
ments in America, Europe and
Australia, the leadership of the
CPC which is stronger and more
revolutionary  after the.” Cul-
tural Revolution , and, of
course, Naxalbari and °the arm-
ed stiygeles of the CPI(ML) as

- ! f

On Fascism—I
S. Roy

well as the increasing incidence of
“jilegality” ini the course of the eco-
nomic struggles of the working class
and peasantry. In short, the in-

tensification of the trend towards
democracy and socialism in India.]

2. Consequently both modern capi-
talism and fascism’ attempt to 1n-
talism and fascism attempt to in-
India: the right to strike is being
eroded, wage slavery is being su-
perimposed upon a semi-feudal
couniryside ; democratic—albeit bo-
urgeois—rights are being destroyed
by the application of both terror
and dishonesty. Foreign
(voth private and Government)
exploitation is being increased and
given greater rights of exploitation.
The various treaties of poiitical
military and economic Co-opera-
tion being forged so as to aid and

abet and intensification of imperia-

list exploitation and oppression. |
3. Both attack and repress the move-
ments of the working class and
attempt to build up a system of
organised; class co-operation [In
India: aggressive economic strugg-
les of the working class are be-

ing forcibly put down, emergency.
and other extra-constitutional laws -

are used to hamstring the working
class movements while at the same
time working class organisations
like INTUC, AITUC, CITU are
being used to subvert class battles
and build up class cooperation].

4. There is increased subversion of
bourgeois parliamentary democracy
[In India: the dismissal of anti-
Congress governments and the at-
tempt to subvert the Tamil Na-
du, Orissa governments those that
are ot amenable to dismissal, Also
the increased use of rigged polls
and terror techniques for elec-
tions]

5. Both extend State monopoly in in--

dustry and finance [In India: the
public sectorisation of—chronolo-
gically—the infrastructure indus-

capital

tries, like roads, transport rail-
ways, post and telegraph, heavy
industries, State trade in grains and
foreign trade, licence controls, min~
ing industries, banks and insurance
plus credit organisations].

6. Both concentrate economic and
political function into single all-
powerful blocks. [In India: the
proposal for holding companies
of the Government is an instance.
Also economic activities are in-
creasingly being linked to the va-
rious ministries.]

7. Both advance to war as the neces-
sary condition for increasing im-
perialist crises. [In India: the
1962 China war, the 1965 Pakis-
tan war, the 1971 Pakistan' war.
The subversion in Tibet. 1971—
Indo-Soviet Treaty. 1972, possibly
Kashmir and Nepal. The situation
is further complicated by the fact
that India is a semi-colonial country.
The Indo-Soviet treaty demonstrates
how India’s rulling classes must
operate within the periphery allowed
them by their imperialist masters.
The Indo-Bangladesh treaty demon-
strates how the Indian Statg¢ and
economy is to be made to bear the
burden of the Asian encirclement
of China]. Cot
Fascism and modern capitalism,

therefore, share common aims and

inclinations. The specific charatter
of complete fascism lies in the means
adopted towards the realisation of this
policy and in the new social and poli-
tical mechanisms built up for their

realisation, .

In the case of fascist movements—
terrorism, extra-legal armed fighting
formations (YC, CP, DYF, SF) anti-
parliamentarianism (rigged and terror

polls) national and social demagogy

(Crush Pakistan, “Great Indian Em-

pire” dream, Bharatmata( “Kalobazafi”
Hatao, Garibi Hatao efc.).

' In the case of fascist governments

—suppression of all other, parties,

violent suppression of all working




SNk class c‘)rglanisations, " reign of terror
-~ singlg-party totalitarian stafe,

Fascism has no doctrine. It deve

-lops as a movement in practice unda

fad conditions ‘of -« thieatening pro’etariav
‘1 revolution as a counter-revolutionary
A mass movement supporfed by the
\ _ bourgeoisie, . employing weapons of

. social demagogy and terrorism to de-

| feat the revolution and build up &

: strengthened capitalist state dictator-
ship. The theory evolves to ration-
alise this practice.

Specific Character
In order to identify the specific cha-
racter of fascism one must reveal its
class basis and the system of class re-
‘ lations wichin which it develops and
\ functions and al:o the role it performs.
1. In the early stages, fascism makes
fake anti-capitaiist propaganda to
attract mass support. [We remem-
ber the anti-capitalist slogans of
4 both the CPM and Congress, with
“ particular reference to the eye-catch-
ing but shalow steps against the
blackmarket taken by the Youth
Congress|. In fact, however, fas-
cism from the very outset is foster-
ed, nourished, maintained, pro-
tected ans subsidised by the rul-
ing classes, [One need only re-
member the backing given in 1969
to the CPM and later, (after the
Congress had been unanimously
accepted as the sole agent by the
ruling classes) the support given to

the Congress|.

2. Fascism is al'owed to grow, is say-
ed from being wiped out in the
early stages by the working class
movement_on'y through the direct
protectinn'of the reactionary state
machinery. It is able to count on
the assistance of the greater pait
of the repressive force : The higher

4 army staff, poice authorities and
et the law courts who exert all their
efforts to crush the working class

opposition while treating fascist
illegality with open - connivance

[One remembers all the occasions
<where the police stood aside while
the legal parties fought against

each other and also when they li+

quidated the cadres, supporters,

10
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relatives of the CPI(ML).
One remembers the court judg-
ments against gherao and land
grab. One remembers with special
nausea the confabalation with and
the dependence upon higher army
staff and police chiefs that charac-
terised both UF and Congress
rule].

3. Fascism never conquers power but
is always placed in power from
above by the ruling classes. The
process is merely the passing of
power from the valvet glove of
many-party rule to the mailed fist
of single-party dictatorship, and this
change is classed as “revolution™ :
[Elections—rigged, terroristic, bully-
ing bourgeois elections are surely
“placing in power from above”,
The CPI(ML) which tried to des-
troy the “above” was mearly eli-
minated by terror and denied even
the right to offer the people 2

cven

choice] _

4. After being established in power
fascism makes a few show gestures
of assistance to small capital [State
Bank loans to small industries and
agriculturists—talked  about, ‘but
never fulfil ed] but in reality fas-
cism initiates a policy of the most
brutal and ruthless exploitation by
moropoly and imperialist capital
and turn mercilessly against those
of its former supporters who had
been innocent enough to expect
some anti-capitalist action in India
the CPI, Bangla Congress ana
such others].

Fascism, in short is a mevément of
mixed elements, dominantly petit-
bourgeois, including also the slum
proletarians and demoralised working
class, financed and directed by the
ruling class in orgder to defeat the re-
volution and the organisations of the
working class.

11

Role Of Revisionism

Where the majority of the working
class has followed the line of revi-
sionism, there, at a certain stage,
fascism inevitably grows and seizes
power., The stage comes when the
breakdown of old capitalist institu-
tions angd the advance of the working

-class -must advance to the conquest

of political power, that is armed
strugggle, but it is held back by re-
visionist leadership.  (1969-1971).
When that happens, ie. when the
working class fails to give decisive
Jexdershp, the discredited old ruling
classes are able to draw the support
of all discontented strata through
false revolutionary slogans and ins-
read of the crisis situation giving al-
lies to the revolution, the ruling class
builds up its forces in the form of
fascism. The continued hesitation
and retreat of the revisionist leader-
ship of the working class at each
point, encourages the growth of fas-
cism. Therefore, fascism steps in and
seizes power, not on its own strength
but because of the failure of work-

ing class leadership. The collapse of
bourgeois democracy is succeeded not
by pro'etarian democracy but by fas-
cist dictatorship.

The world has changed since fas-
cism first bared its fangs in the 1920s.
After World War II, a large number
of countries took the path of socia-
lism. Revolution in China was fol-
lowed soon after by the revolution
and wars of liberation in Korea, Ma-
laya, the Philippines and - Vietnam.
The world of imperialism seemed to
be go'ng up in flames. Battles went
on increasingly. It was at this junc-
ture that revisionism which had al-
ways been present in the ranks of
the working class, launched itself as
an ideology and as a system of poli-
tics, economics and, government ; the
20th Congress of the CPSU. Dis-
covering a world headquarters, revi-
sionists of all countries united around
it and weni down their wretched path
with gréeater brazenness.

Thus revis‘onism, whose ideological
basis is seifishness and keeping aliye

t
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and regenerating capitalist exploita-
tion, took upon itself the task of
“fighting world revolution. It is true
that because of its very ideological
basis as we.l as because of differen-
ces on the tactics to be pursued in
fighting revolution, there is contra-
diction between revisionism and im-
perialism, just as the CPI or CPM
have contracictions with the Congress.
But the basic fact is that they are all
counter-revolutionary.

Faced with the crises of imperialism
and the rising tide of peoples’ revolu-
tionary consciousness, , imperialism
and its hangers-on as well as revisio-
nism had to opt for fascism, more so
where their chains were the weakest.

In India, therefore, revisionism had
not only held back the working class.
This was not its only method to help

fascism capture power. In India
revisionism :
1. Used fascist techniques and

theret;y enriched the armoury of
fascism,

2, Sowed disillusionment
pessimism amongst the people.

3. Prettified fascism by discover-
ing “democratic”, “progressive” “pat-
riotic features” in the Government
and party of Indira Gandhi. It cla-
moured about the “anti-U.S. imperia-
list” stand of Indira Gandhi. In spite
of the vote being totally under the
control of the armed forced, bureau-
cracy and the gangsters of the
Government they held out elec-
tions as a method for the people to
salvage themselves. They  found
friends of “Liberation” in Mrs
Gandhi's Congress. They discovered
socialism in Russian imperialism. By
waving the red flag, using the legal
latitudes allowed by the ruling ¢lass,
Indian revisionists betrayed the Indian
peoples, particularly the people of
West Bengal, into the cruel hands of
fascism., '

4, By failing to see and combat
Indian feudalism, they have betrayed
the peasantry, advanced gommuna-
lism and given fascism its hold on the
countryside, By refusing to accept
that our country is really a 'massive

and

. neo-colony under the economic, politi-

. cal and military exploitation of im-

o
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perialism, they have betrayed our
country. By refusing to accept and

prepare for armed revolution they
have betrayed Marxism-Leninism. By
their purid calumny of MTTT, CPC
and Socialist China, they have sunk
deep the roots of revisionism and
counter-revolution in a large number
of youths of West Bengal, Kerala
and Andhra,

5. Indian revisionism has trained,
indoctrinate, and provided the private
armies waich now fulfil the aggressive
designs of the Indian fascists. They
supported the wars, wars without
which fascists would not have obtained
the mass support which it so despera-
tely needs. They glorified the exploits
of the Indian Army which suppressed
a series of revelutionary movements
within the country—Naga, Mizo, Kash-
miri, Naxalbari, Srikakulam, Musha-
hari Birbhum.

6. The social-imperialists have
strengthened the Indian fascists. The
Irdo-Soviet treaty, arms  supply,
attacks and encirclement of China ete.
They have advanced the cause of
Indian fascists by using them to in-
terfere and exploit other South Asian
countries—Ceylon, East  Pakistan,
Indo-Bangladesh treaty etc. They have
used Indian fascists to herald “a new
form of advancement™ for the exploi-
ted world”.

Without such aid
from the revisionists, fascism would
not have found a foothold in India.
The mass support and the activisa-
tion of a section of the people which
fascism must have, would not have
been forthcoming,

Thus the economic crises of semi-
colonial India (1950 to 1952, 1958-
1962) erupted into political crises
and the semi--colonial had to giye
way to the neo-colonial state. .3t
was on the cards then for India to fall
apart, The 1967 elections were, com-
paratively, the most free elections held
in India. The ruling classes were panic-
stricken, unable to decide upon one
single party to carry out their will.
Between 1967-1970 the ruling classes
experimented with various forms of
united front government by which
different parties could be made to

and abetment

work for the ruling classes in different
areas in India, But the problem of
nationalities which is very near the
surface in India-showed signs of ex-”
plosion, The imperialists want One
India, not separate States which
would hamper the sale of goods, the
exploitation of resources and man-
power. In order to do this, the Con-
gress was the only alternative. No
other party, (J.S., Swatantra or SSP
which were supported by them or the
CPI or CPM which went over to
them) filled the bill, only the Con-
gress had all the qualities :

1. Total loyalty to the imperialist,
comprador and bureaucratic bourgeoi-
sie and the feudals. Proof of which
it had provided over a long period of
time.

2. Capacity for total ruthlessness
in the liqudation of revolution and
support for suppression of wars of
liiberation,

3. An India-wide organisation,

4. Loyalty of the large section of
the army, police, bureaucracy and
law courts.

5. Ability to use “left” slogans in

order to attract a section of the
masses,
6. A totally opportunist leader

who could at the same time be ruth-
less with the left and with other
parties who might shy away from
single-party dictatorship, and be.capa-
ble of mouthing sincere “left” slogans
like “Garibi Hatao’ under the cloak of
which she could concentrate Central
power, both economic and political,
and be tough with those sections of
the ruling classes who would nét or
could not appreciate the necessity for
centralised, one-party, fascist dicta-
torship.

Therefore, the Congress in 1972.
Therefore the electorol wiping out of
ali other parties in 1972. Fascism
is in the second stage of its deve-
lopment. From a movement in the

. streets it has burgeoned into a move-

ment which has been “democrafi-
cally” installed in state power. The
third stage is about to Fegin.

(To he concluded) -
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NESCO has decided to celebrate -
1972 as International Book

Year, “to foster and strengthen links
of understanding among the nations
of the world”. In that connection,
a World Book Fair was held in Wind-
sor Place, New Delhi, by the Nation-
al Book-Trust of India, in collabora-
tion with the Federation of Publishers
and Booksellers Association under the
auspices of the Ministry of Education
and Social Welfare,

Almost all State governments, the
Publications Division of the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting, the
Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research, the University Grants Com-
mission and others joined in a big
way. Besides, an International Se-
minar on “Books for Millions”, a
National Writers’ Camp, an annual
conference of the Library Association
of India, a convention and two train-
ing courses organised by the Federa-
tion of Publishers and Booksellers As-
sociation of India, a seminar on po-
pularising Hindi abroad by the Akhil
Bharatiya Hindi Prakashak Sangh
were some of the highlights of the
fair, Looking into all these and some
more .items synchronising with this
event, one wondered whether the de-
clared objective of UNESCO was
uppermost in the minds of the orga-
nisers or whether they were guided
purely by commercial considerations.
A large number of Western publish-
ers are seriously exploring the pos-
sibilities of getting their books printed
in India on a regular basis. This will
prove to be a boon for the Indian
publisher who wants to attract consi-
derable business from the more ad-
vanced countries where labour and
other charges are excessive. This
basic fact behind this whole tamasha
also explains other factors which
promsted the organisers to hold the
fair in Delhi, a city of babus, sahibs,
workers and a handful of intellectuals,
rather than in Calcutta, Varanasi, Al-
lahabad. Poona or Madras which are

12 -

"may be used by the

From Bobk -Fair To Bookish Fair

SANGH SEN SINGH

known for their intellectual superiority
(as compared to Delhi), If they say
that it was meant not only for the
intellectuals, but also for the public
at large, then why was it held in the
ivory tower of New Delhi ? Besides,
what was there .0 attract the common
man ? Was the huge amount of
money being spent there for the bene-
fit of the common man? The so-
called learned people have always been
pampered by the State at the cost of
the common man. Poets, philoso-
phers and thinkers served their mas-
ters and many were sent to different
lands to pave the way for their rulers
to expand their area of influence. The
great centres of learning like Na-
landa and Odantapuri in Magadha
were run on the annual income of

two hundred wvillages each, Is it an
indication of the likely role of a
“Greater - India® now that the

ruling classes have been reassured by
the capture of Tamralipti (the area
in and around Dacca, as described by
the Ch'nese monk-scholar, Yuan
Chwang) ?

In the past we had a well-developed
manuscript  writing  industry. The
developing ‘publishing industry’ in
India may in the long run success-
fully play that role,

The President inaugurated another
international fair in Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi, in March. It was, not
a book fair, but a bookish fair, Dis-
tinguished Sanskrit scholars of the
world met there to discuss how to dig
out India’s ‘bright past’ from the old
worm-caten manuscripts, Some may
cven venture to prepare a talisman, in
conformity with the age-old practice,
(one such talisman was prepared for
King Laksman Sen of Bengal who
fled to Nadia before Bakhtiar) which
Government of
India for the preservation of its sta-
bility. The present rulers are shrewd
enough to make full use of this class
of people in society, who have always
been at their beck and call in the past.

A study of the motives of Sanskrit
pandits of all ages make this
clearer. When Bana Bhatta, a very
staunch orthodox Brahmin, and a
known anti-Buddhist, showeied praises
on Harsha Vardhana, the ruler of
Kanauj, he knew that he was writing
in praise of a Buddhist king™ (not
born in the family of the traditional
ruling classes i.e. Brahmins and Ks-
atriyas), who had taken a vow to
wipe out the Brahmanic kingdom of
Sasanka, the ruler of Bengal, Pandi-
taraj Jagannatha, the famous author of
Rasagangadhara, lived in the court of

Emperor Shahjahan and served the
Mughal empire, When the British

setiled in Bengal and needed the ser-
vices of Indians to run the adminis-
tration the Sanskrit pundits .did not
lag behind in their zeal for service.
When Macaulay decided to change
the educational policy in the Indian
territory, the Sanskrit pundits -made
such a fuss that the British rulers had
to provide safeguards for the tradi-
tional Sanskrit studics, The Sanskrit
College, Calcutta, produced a chain
of loyal and faithful servants of the
British empire. After the 1857 Mu-
tiny, when the majority of Indian sub-
jects were angry with the British the
Sanskrit pundits were the first to at-
tend the durbars of English officials
in each district, Since 1947, they
have been invariably with the ruling
Congress. During this period a large
number of Raghavans and Dandekars
have made a number of trips round
the world to deliver lectures on the
merits of Sanskritic studies, .

When To Change

The traditional Sanskrit pundit of
India” sometimes baffles even a very
keen observer. Seeing him in the
age-old dress one feels that he never
changes. But, he does. While retain-
ing his age-old outward appearance
his change has always been within
limits and only for the purpose of his
own benefit angd convenience. For
instance, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar
wore the traditional dress of a pundit,
but was keen to impart the knowledge
of Western- philosophies tc Indian

students. .There was a time_when he
- ' 3
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would not, teach the Vedas and Upa-
nishads to a Shudra. TIn course of
time even the teaching of Sanskrit
itself to a non-Brahmin was taboo.
The story of William Jones, the first
European Sanskritist, who learnt Sans-
krit in Calcutta with great difficulty,
wilt remain a classic instance, Even
in the early years of this century a
non-Brahmin - could not dream of
learning Sanskrit. Many episodes are
even now related by old non-Brahmin
Sanskrit scholars about their adven-
tures in learning Samskrit from a
Brahmin teacher by hiding their own
caste and projecting themselves as
Brahmins, But now the position is
totally changed. The Sanskrit pun-
dits are keen to impart Sanskrit edu-

cation to as many students as possible,

com-
some

In fact there is a demand for
pulsory Sanskrit education. In
States Sanskrit has been made com-
pulsory along with Hindi. Where
has gane that sacred injunction of
Manu—*“If a Shudra happens (o
hear Vedic mantras, hot lead be
poured into his ears” ?

A peculiar situation develops when
the interests of this section clash with
the declared policy of the State. How
they react then, provides a very in-
teresting study. One of their methods
is to circumvent the law. For ins-
tance, the Constitution does not per-
mit any community to demand special

privileges on the basis of his birth
(the case of Scheduled Castes and
Tribes is different)., To meet this

situation, they demand special .provi-

sions for the preservation of tradi-
tional Sanskrit teaching (pathshala

paddhati), compulsory teaching of
Sanskrit up to Higher Secondary, im-
parting of compulsory religious edu-
cation in schools and colleges, -up-
gradation of Ayurveda to the level of
Allopathy, so on and so forth, The
governments at the Centre and in the
States are keen to meet their demands.
In fact, they have already conceded
many of them. The Centre has es-
tablished Rastriya Sanskrit~Sansthan
which runs five Sanskrit institutes at
Delhi Jammu, Allahabad, Puri and
Poona. The governnments of U.P.

‘and Bihar have already’ established
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Sanskrit universities. The Sanskrit
pundits of Sanskrit College, Calcutta,
missed their goal during the U.F. re-
gimes, They may attain it now. The
governments of Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh are likely to grant it within
a few years. The Muslim League
Education Minister of Kerala has
gone much ahead in this direction,
allegedly to create a congenial atmos-
phere for the establishment of an
Arabic university. Ayurvedic colleges
on the lines of medical colleges are
being run by many State govern-
ments. There is a demand for Ayur-
vedic universities in each State,

In demanding the retention of age-
old privileges, they advance very
funny arguments. They say that in
the past there used to be kings and
emperors who would go all the way to
patronise them and feed them as
much as they could. But today the
rulers are being replaced by the Gov-
ernment, « hence the Government
should see to it that they are not short
of funds, The Government is keen to
let them retain their parasitic role, in
order to make an utmost use of this
vocal section of society and retain its
anti-people rule, Otherwise what is
the fun in setting up new colleges, ins-
fitutes and universities when estab-
lished universities have already pro-
vided for traditional and modern me-
thods of Sanskrit education? In other
words both feudalists and the bour-
goisic use this tactic. The Govern-
ment has no programme to make use
of the tfalents of those who still are
in the fields of modern science and
the humanities. Only a socialist gov-
ernment can do it.

One more fact merits mention
here. Though the State as a whole
patronizes this section of the people,
they, on their part, do not fail to pick
up their special patrons in the Gov-
ernment. The late Dr Rajendra
Prasad, Dr Radhakrishnan, K. N. Kat-
ju, G. B. Pant, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Sampurnanand, A. N. Jha etc. were
more than ready to shower on them
as many benefits as possible. Today
they have a huge team of benefactors.

The President, Mr Giri, the Vice-Pre«
sident Mr Pathak, Mrs Indira Gan-
dhi, Dr Karan singh, Mr K. C,<Pant

etc. are some of them, Dr Karan Singh _

even wants Sanskrit to be .the official
language of the Union. He has for-

‘med a Parliamentary Sanskrit Forum

in Parliament, It is an inter-party
organisation where a Communist rubs
shoulders with a Jana Sanghi for the
fulfilment of the cause,K of Sanskrit.

The inaugural ceremony of the In-
ternational Sanskrit Conference pro-
vided some additional facts which are
of utmost interest to all Communists
worth the name. The proceedings
of the Conference were conducted in
English, It means that even i the

fanatic Hindiwallahs among the parti-

ticipants (their number was quite
larse) had conceded this privilege to
English. The leaders of the Russian
and East German delegations delivered
their written statements in English
(Stalin’s thesis on language is com-
pletely buried). Both these delegates
showered praises on the contributions

of ancient Sanskrit scholars in the
same spirit as an orthodox pundit

does at such gatherings. One signi-
ficant po'nt in the Soviet delegate’s
speech spoke volumes about Russian
foreign policy. He sa‘'d that the Ma-
habharata, the immortal epic, has
taught us unique methods of estab-
lishing peace. His obvious reference
was to the present peace in the In-
dian subcontinent after the emergence
of Bangladesh as a State, Does it
mean that the Russians on their part
successfully played the role of Lord
Krishna ? What is the role of China
in th’'s new Mahabharata ? That of
Jarasandha or Shishupal ? The East
German delegate adored Saraswati,
the presiding deity of knowledge of
the orthodox Hindus, The way the
gathering gave an _ovation to these
guest delegates (only these two de-
legates spoke at the function and were
seated in the front row on the daid)
shows the level to which the Russians
and East Germans have gone in s&sk-
ing approval from the most obscuran-
tist, self-seeking and reactionary sec-
tion of the Indian community.
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,.B,iologic-al And Chemical Warfare

N. SincH

BESIDES napalm and other iacen-

diaries used for direct destruc-

tion of life and property, various
anti-crop and herbicidal agents and
defoliants have been used by- the
Americany in the countryside of
Vietnam, justifying their use in the
name of tactical weapons to pacify
the consciences of mercenaries (sol-
diers and scientists) and the public
at large. Use of these BC weapons
in Vietnam has caused vast destruc-
tion of food crops, given rise to still-
children as a consequence of terato-
genic effects, and led to incidence of
endemic diseases like plague etc. by
ecological disturbance,

BC  weapons form the potential
armoury of foreign aggressors and of
unpopular regimes supported hy fo-
reign reactionary powers, for use
against patriotic forces and against
guerillas and popular insurgents in
the revolutionary struggles, more par-
ticularly in the agriculture-based so-
cieties in Asia_Africa and Latin Ame-
rica. Vietnam has been the testing
ground and a philesophy of ‘limited
wars’ has gained ground among the
forces of reaction and aggression, bas-
ed on the simple principle of ‘feasibi-
lity’ of use of weapons in the efforts
to defeat the ‘total enemy comprising
the cpombatants as well as the com-
mon people supporting them.

BC weapons are most effective in
agricultural societies, most of which
are semi-feudal and semi-colonial
and therefore, seething with revolu-
tionary struggle. These societies con-
stitute the Third World, in which the
present agricultural research and de-
velopment is largely under the guid-
ance of foreign -experts with the
latter having access to all intelli-
gence concerned with ecological con-
siderations of vital importance for
effective use of BC weapons. In its
CBw programme, the U.S. has given
priority to intelligence on agriculture
in epemy countries, not economic
but ecological in mnature, and sup-
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ported research and development
with thay information in view (see
Carc Lappe in The Social Responsi-
bility of the Scientists, Ed. by M.
Brown, Maemil’an Ltd. 1970, PP-
96-118). The implications of the
research, development and extension
programmes of agriculture in the
Third World countries under the
guidance of foreign experts and un-
der assistance from foreign vested
interests, in a state of ‘limited’ or
‘counter-insurgency’. war or even
otherwise, t)h\"inuxl)' go againsg the
interest! of the re\'olmionm‘y move-
ments in these areas.

In case of movements against BC
weapons, public complaisance, apa-
thy and lack of concern are less easy
to overcome, public conscience less
easy to prick, and public opinion and
pressure less easy to be aroused and
built « up, more so when all mass
media are directly or indirectly in
the hands of vested interests, because
of the following situations :

BC weapons cannot be shown, in
their immediate and killing cffects, as
directly anti-human so as to rouse
the pub’ic conscience and opinion
against them, since they are essential-
ly aimed at systematic destruction of
populations indirectly through star.
vation, diseases and teratogenic
eifects.

It is easy to numb public opinion
by creating confusion with respect to
the effects of BC weapons, since the
backward agriculturist societies have
been constantly shown as suffering
from recurring famines, cpidcmicé
and other natural disasters and ad-
erse living conditions.

The seeds of discrimination, Lased
on colour/race/relizion /ideology re-

- gional re'ations have not so far been

destroyed. Instead, they continue to

be nurtured by mass publicity thro-

uch TV and other med‘a in the form
of reqular drone and hysteria, parti-
cularly acainst communism and for
the superiority of advanced people

of the industrialised societies #nd
inferiority of the backward’ popula.

tions of Asia, Africa and Latin Ame- .

rica. .

The openly racist white regimes in
South Africa and Rhodesia “tBrivé on
slogans of anti-communism and the
superiority of whites over the black
and brown races. Only such feélings
of superiority couid make the Ame.-
ricans commit the crimes of nrassacre
of children, women and.old mén in
rural Vietnam. This attitude can-
not be whitewashed by calling it
‘deranged’, as some of the ‘experts.
would like us to believe. These are
open expressions of feelings of supe-
riority and  hostility. Further, the
massacres were not earlier given cre-
dence just because they were re.
ported by the Vietnamese or other
non-accepatable sources. This fact
and the mass.viewing and acceptance
by these ‘advanced’ people of such in-
cidents and of natural or othe? dis-
asters in the Third World, despite
inadvertent signs of pity and benevo-
lence for the poor and the miger-
able, cannot be called anything but
feelings of superiority,

The attitude of the grea; majority
of sciendsts continues to be irrespon-
sible and dangerous because of their
unconcern with the direct or indirect
implications of their activities, or
because of active efforts to sustain
their mandarin status of being ‘ex-
perts and specialists’. This they do
by issuing judgments in the name of
scientific ‘objectivity’, ‘impartiality’,
‘lack of evidence', etc., and also in
the name of ‘national defence’,

A review of the scientists’ opinion
on use of defoliants and herbicides in
Vietnam and elsewhere, particularly
in the American press, is very reveal-
ing. Read the latest debate and
arguments of a group of scientists
and consumer. representatives  (sce
Seience, Vol, 173, p. 812, 1971).

However, no movements of scien-
tists aTone,N‘gnd led by scientists alone,
can be built un for anmy successful
strugele, incmding that asainst deve-
lonment *and use of BC weapons.
Mobil'sation and involvement of the
common people is essential for in-
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.creasing the public concern and
pressure on the governments and
ruling forces everywhere, and scien-
tists must become a part, an intimate
-part of the, growing struggles. How-
ever, they have a special role in in-
creasing the public awareness of the
danger, because of their present spe-
cialised knowledge and training, The
emphasis in publicity should be on
the reality of present dangers, and
not of dangers for the future gene-
rations, The gtress on future dan-
gers may be - ineffective in arousing
public opinion and may also make
the public indifferent to the present
reality. Ali platforms and mass me-
dia must be utilised for this purpose,
but whether this facility would be
allowed by the ruling interests in the
real sense is not cerfain.

For the scientists in industrialis-
ed countries, it should be a major
probleny; to determine their role.
They have to look anew at their so-
cio-economic and  political structures
which breed the situations erupting
in the present world, and then start
thinking of solutions.

However, the scientists in the Third
World countries have very special
responsibilities in  this direction as
part of the people’s struggles for
rapid economic, social and cultural
development. They have to expose
the implications of investment in
programmes of research, development
and extension in agricultural. and
biological fields with foreign experts
and they have to disociate themsel-
ves from such programmes, and be
alert. They must engage in research
on protective mcasures against the
harmful effects of chemical and bio-
logical weapons. They have also to.
engage in research and production
programmes for self-reliance in di-
verse fie'ds and fight for adoption and
implementation of such policies and
programmes, Of vital importance is,
of course, their active and esnscious
participation in the political strug-
gles of the common people for, libe-
ration from the clutches of semi-
feudal and  semi-colonial” forces sub-

serving the foreign vested interests.
e o ~
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THE ENEMY
By Felix Greene
Jonathan Cape

pages.
66 V ASTERS of arts, on whose side

1 are you ?” Few writers of the
capitalist world have given any cate-
gorical answer to Gorky's question.
Most of them have avoided the ans-
wer and indulged in a kind of self-

48s Net. 34|

delusion. Felix Greene, along with
Snow, Hinton or Burchett, is a not-

able exception. His illusions are few

and his commitment is clear. Any
book written by him, on however
trivial a theme, is therefore worth

reading. This book is doubly so be-
cause it is about the most important
aspect of the present-day world, impe-
rialism and revolution, and, finally,
because it is the outcome of a long
process of self-realisation on the part
of a committed author,

He thought previously  that
he knew much about imperialism.
But as soon as he became en-

gaged in detailed research for this
book, he realisedd that his previous
notion of imperialism was only a
minimum assessment of its actual dread
and horror. ‘It means far more
than exploitation of poor countries by
the rich, It enslaves a whole social
system based on exploitation and
violence, a whole way of thinking
about other people.” (P 11) The
book is an exposure of that system,
particularly American, and is also a
suggestion for its destruction,

The book has been divided into se-
veral well-defined sections, each con-
sisting of few chapters and each deal-
ing with' a definitive aspect of impe-
rialism, again particularly American.
In the first section ((The Face of Ca-
pitalism) the author tries to prick a
few bubbles—myths about American
Society—and thus has been able to
focus on various outward manifesta-
tions of the inner rot in capitalism on
its home front. Deforestation and.
pollution, corruption in high places,
crime and violence, the poor housing
system, excessive addiction to drugs

-

“d
af

among the younger generation, lurid
advertisements—all these vices of«-an
extremely possessive society-have been
categorisedd and tabulated with sta-
tistics_from various newspapers and
official reports. The new piece of
startling information is about the Me-
xican-American labourers in the fruit
orchards of California who are noth-
ing but slaye-labourers .and whose
standard of living falls far below that
of the poorest Negro worker. Greene
has also something to say about their
fight under Cesar Chayves.

The development of American im-
perialism is the subject-matter of the
second section, The author here des-
cribes the contribution of various
factors to the rise of American impe-
rialism, such as the growth of the
philosophy of possessive individualism
and the working of the state appara-
tus for its implementation, huge natu-
ral resources, the use of the Negroes
and the Red Indians as cheap labour,
the bank rackets the growth of fin-
ance capital, the crisis of the old ca-
pitalist countries after the Second
World War and the consequent inheri-
tance of their mantle by the USA as
a form of neo-colonialism.

The third section is confined to the
role of imperialism in the vast area
of Latin America and occasionally of
Asia and Africa, In the aathor's
opinion, foreign aid is the chief wea-
pon for the exploitation of the under-
developed countries, Its main aim is
not to improve the economies but to
make them an eternal victim of Ame-
rican imperialism. Foreign aid sgr-
ves it in various ways ; as a means for
the postponement of depression by
seeking new foreign markets ; as @
concealed subsidy for the U.S, fo-
reign exporting corporations, as a
stranglehold ‘of debts on indigenous
competitive manufacturers who can
compete with American industries: as
a political and economic blackmail over
those countries ; as a method of
transforming them into the dumping
ground of American surplus producs
in times of erisis ; and finally as a
weapon for -military penetration
against a communist outbreak. For
illusiration, the private companies of
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the USA, from Latin America derived
$1Z-8 billion investment in the form
of remitted, profits at a rate of 469,
within 13.years. As soon as its eco-
nomi¢ interest is about to be threa-
fened, all talk of liberalism evaporates
and with all its fangs and claws open,
imperialism resorts to military action,
alien to all human values, Guatemala
has been cited as an example. Des-
pite the talk about liberalism and dis-
suised exploitation through economic
forms, recent events in various coun-
tries show how fascist repression with
the “enthusiastic support of the USA,
which has 3,401 military bases in the
world, is gradually emerging as a re-
curtent feature in the so-called “free
world”, Other old highly industrialis-
ed countries have not escaped from
the tentacles of this huge octopus.
The crisis of the British manufactu-
rers in the automation, cosmetics and
toilet industries is a relevant illustra-
tion of this point.

Sections four and five deal with the
role’ of imperialism, both materally
and psychologically, on the internal
front. To Greene both wealth and
poverly are twin brothers within a
capitalist system. Their interrelation
is due to the very structure of the
system. On the one hand 0.59; of
the population own 259, of all private-
ly held wealth in the United, States ;
the top 209, get 45.8 per cent of the

national income and the top 109, of

incgn‘xe-enrncrs command 729 of all
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savings while at the lower scale only
509, of the adult population own only
8.39, of the national wealth, the lo-
west 209, get only 3.79; of all per-
sonal incomes and the lower 509, of
all income-receivers in 1950 had a
net savings deficit of 18.5 per cent.
By various artifices like dividend
credits, depletion allowances, tax-
exempt bonds_ expense accounts, the
rich in this highly privileged society
pay only 149, of the national income
essive rates of
» of the nation-

lower in-

under so-called “Prog

taxation” whereas 869

comes from the

al revenue
come groups. It 1
due to an inner logic of the system,
the rich become richer and the poor
becomes poorer

is a society where,

Liberal Hlusions

Again, the author castigates various
illusions of bourgeois liberals—their
pacifist attitude, their clamour for

democracy and their world outlook
whose essential characteristic is, in the

me-first™

at  pains to
and
revolutionary character of
and the control of the state power by

attitude. He tak
prove the revolutionary counter-

violence

an essentially narrow  monopolisi
bourgeois class, A list showing

the various relations of the various
personnel in the American state ap-
paratus with specific monopolist in-
dustrialists well serves the last point.
Section Six diccusses the chief anti-
dote to the system-—revolution. The
main theme is the nature and method
of revolution in an industrialised so-
ciety and the role of the author him-
self in it, He, following classical
Marxist arguments, points out that
due to the inner contradiction between
the productive forces and the rela-
tions of production the system has out-
lived its right to exist and a better
world, is long oyerdue. The power of

the ruling elite of America to give
concessions to workers would gra-

dually diminish with the rising eco-
nomic growth rate of new capitalist
counfries like Japan and the growth
of several self-sufficient economies
through revolution. The failure of
the American capitalist to give new

jobs to the unskilled labourers, along
with the revolutionary
Asia, Africa and Latin America marks
the beginning of the end.

Greene is in favour of treating ra-
cial discrimination not as an isolated
Negro problem but as a part of. the
general problem of exploitation of
American masses irrespective of race
and colour. Incidentally, Greene ic-
cludes all professional job-holders
within the proletariat because they are
also subject to the same law of alie-
nation, He criticises the new mili-
tants of America for having their in-
nate motive in an appeal to the libe-
ral conscience of the nation® and hav-
ing no correct analysis of the political
situation, no programme of action
and, above all, no revolutionary theory
angd, political party. He attributes this
anarchic nature to the petty-bour-
geois distrust for discipline, to a dis-
torted notion of freedom, to essential
capitalistic “me-first mentality’, Put
sustained political
work, fight
against this y as the most
important requisite for the coming re-
volution, “Change yourselves, change
this world”—this is his ultimate slo-

ting emphasis on
Greene considers the

mentalit

gan. This continuous  change of
“self” in the process of revolutionary

work is the goal which he himself
would strive for.

This admirable study has, however
many sins of omission, if not of com
mission. The author's analysis i5
weak so far as the working of impe-
rialism abroad is concerned. He has
not mentioned the cultural peneira-
tion of neo-imperialism in underdeve-
loped countries—through its edacation-
al system, films, various cultural pro-
grammes and through a lar

ge-scale

CIA network. The expectation of
this kind of analysis is justified be-
cause Greene seems much bothered

about the vicious

mentality over the I
condly, he has only
out the-link betw
elite and i ial
he has ng

hold of capitalist

(P 164) but

to analyse the com-

plex rel between the comprador
bourgeo and imperia-
lism. As a description of

struggles of

y
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" developed “countries  fails to

* The author

, with capitalist

the role of imperialism in the under-
give a
gomplete picture of a total system of
which he has spoken so much in the
preface. In fact his arguments are
much ‘mofe effective in the analysis of
impgrialism at home rather than
abroad.

Greéne does not say anything about
Soviet  social-imperialism though !
reminds us of the “Not so junior part-
ners [of American imperialism”
France, Britain and Germany.”

Y2
iC

Job-holders

Some objections may also be
on certain theoretical points. For ex-
ample, the inclusion of all the profes-
sional employees within the rank of
the proletariat in the sense Ih:u they
have nothing but their labour to sell.
For the term proletariat has mu;h
more than a mere economic connota-
tion. It is a distinct economic class
with a®particular world outlook. With
the growing economic crisis, the job-
holding middle class having no dirccn
part in the pluduulc N process may
involved in the vicious circle of pn—
verty and economic degradation and
therefore may be the ally of the re-
volution. But they are the very peo-
ple who are more susceptible, due to
their class origin, to the bourgeois
mentality and at any moment can de-
sert the cause of the revolution. Thus
to consider the official job-holder as
part of the proletariat may lead to a
mixing up of the allies with the van-
guard and obstruct  working-class

raised

leadership.
Secondly, to the author the motive
force behind the revolution in Ame-

rica would be a clamour for “psycholo-
gical starvation” lack of “adequte
emotional satisfaction” because the
people of the USA eat more in a day
than those in poorer countries eat in
a week (P. 305). However, this logic
in the Marxist sense, iS erroneous
himself shows a growing
anomaly between the -elations of
pu‘tluumn and the productive forces
in a capifalist sqciety and- this alone
is enough cause for a reyolution
Again, to compare the poor countries
countries is irrelevant

-
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because the author has pointed out

the growing destitution of the Ame-
rican people in the context of their
“fraditional standard of life”. Here

Marx’s criteria of historical tradition
and social habitude in the determina-
tion of the value of labour in a parti-
cular country should not be forgotten
(Va'ue, Price and Profit). Psycho-
logical starvation has a definitive eco-
nomic role and it is more or less uiti-
versal in both underdeveloped and ca-
pitalist societies in varied forms, Thus
it is primarily economic factors which
will be the driving force of revolu-
tion in the capitalist sogieties also

The book with all its blemishes and
without any significant contribution to
i

The author has
luecid \T\]v and said

is very informative.
told the story in a

many simple things in a simple way.
The chief merit of the book is that the
author is intensely sincere and honest

and admits his confusion, This book
may well serve as a pointer to those
Indian “scholar despots” who are so
confused that they don’t know their
confusion ; and it may also appear
helpful to many middle-class intellec-
tuals and students to whom heaven is
almost synonymous with the USA.
G. BuADRA

Letiers

Elections And CPM

Apropos the letter (Apnl 8) of
Mr Bijan Chatterjee, he should know
that when the people become helpless
they may give us a lesson by their
spontaneous action—that action may
be negative or positive. In 1966, the
spontaneous action of the West Ben-
gal people, particularly  during
March, clearly indicated that the
masses were ready for armed struggle
but the so-called communist leaders
were lagging behind and there was no
real communist party in India, Simi-
larly, by totally rejecting the CPI(M)
at the polls, the people have asserted
that opportunism will not do. They
have also confirmed the path of arm-
ed struggle to be a correct one. Gen-

the theoretical analysis of Il’l’lp*‘lid]l\m:

" “*Again,

uine communists mus{ strive’to. realise:
the essence of a thing the kermel of 4
thing or action—not the outer shell.

We must try to understand-sthe mood "

of the p‘.opl The fact is that they
have become anti- CPI{(M), but they
are not pro-Congress to the degree they
are anti-CPI(M). But finding no
alternative (armed ruulut‘unar)' strug-
gle) they have rejected the CPI(M)
and thus sharply pointed. out the path
of armed struggle to be adopted, Be=
sides, it is the people who have been
able to expose the political bankruptey
of the CPI(M) which is still demand-
ing fresh elections while vociferously
protesting against the rig election.

Mr Bijan Chatterjee distorts me by
saying that 1 have asserted © that all,
or almost all, general elections under
a bourgeois pdllmmnul) set-up —are
rigge >d”. ‘What 1 said was quite clears:
‘he ruling classes have done it in
the past and will do so in future
whenever ey deem necessary to safé-
guard their class-interests”. (Emphasis
now) I still believe that barring some

constituencies in Calcutta, Howrah
24-Parganas and Burdwan districts;
the elections were nowhere rigged,

Even Mr Namboodiripad said that
the polling was rigged in 51 consti-
tuencies (Statesman, April 9).

Mr Editor, sir, by onesidely rais-
ing the question of rigging the elee-
tion, you are trying to console the
frustrated, bewildered and non-politi-
cal cadres of the CPI(M) (the wvast
majority are this type) and thus un-
wittingly helping the consolidatioin of
the shattered house of the CPI(M)
which should be brought down in the
interest of the armed revolution of
the Indian people, because this social
democratic party in the garb of Marx-
ism was, and is, a great hindrance to
armed struggle and peopk democra-=
tic, that is, agrarian revolution in In-
dia. In this connection, I request you,
M: Editor, to do justice to me- by
publishing the concluding lines which
you did not publish on March 2Z5.
the communist revolutionaries

should also learn from people’s <er-

dict. The people will not tolerate the
opportunists. They have confirmed

the path of armed revolution by té-

e
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“jecting .- the

CPI(M) at the polls.
Communist revolutionaries go ahead.
Go .deep into the villages and build
up base-areas and people’s army. This
is ‘the only path for the emancipa-
tion. of the Indian people.”

As for the main class enemy, Mr
Chatterjee should know that Lenin’s
“direct and main class enemy the
bourgeoisie” is not the main enemy in
semi-colonial and
Qur chief enemies are imperialism and
feudalism and the latter is the main
enemy. And the character of the In-
dian bourgeoisie is not the same as that
of the Western bourgeoisie. So, there
is a difference between the character
of the petty-bourgeois social-democra-
tic parties of semi-colonial and semi-
feudal India and those of the western
countries. T like to remind Mr Chat-
terjee that those musing dogs of im-
perialism are not the same petty-bour-
geois democratic parties which Lenin
had in mind. The day is not very far
when the united gang of Congress,
CPI and CPI(M) will form a *“genu-
inely progressive” government in Delhi

semi-feudal India. -
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with the open support and direct help
of the Soviet social-imperialists. to
suppress the national liberation move-
ment of the Indian people.

[ cannot understand why the com-
munist revolutionaries should be sorry
for the defeat of the CPI(M). Was
the CPI(M) less fascistic to them than

the Congressites ? Didn't Mr Pro-
mode Das Gupta shamelessly com-

ment, ‘Are the bullets of the police
covered with ‘Nirodh’ so.as not to kiil
the Naxalites ?” Didn’t they declare
that they would finish the Naxalites
within a week.if they came to power ?
[ would like to inform Mr Chattetrjee
that the CPI(M) had prepared a list
to annihilate the rest of the commu-
nist revolutionaries had they won the
election. This information was dis-
closed by the cadres of the CPI(M)
who contacted us after the rejection of
the CPI(M) at the polls.

The CPI(M)’s defeat is a gain for
revolution. The reactionary character
of the Congress does not change whe-
ther it is defeated or wins. The strength
of the Congress is a passing phase and
it will crumble very soon. Its charac-

ter is already exposed. Hence it will

be easier to fight the Congress alone,’

instead of fighting on two fronts.
A SuppORTER OF MCU
Calcutta

—
.

Bangkok Visit

Mr Giri’s  visit to © Thailand has
aroused suspicion among SQmME peo-
ple. The Defence Minister goes on
talking about India’s military supre-
macy in the sub-continent. And there
is talk of taking the South-East Asian
“friends” more seriously. Obviously
these friends are not Communists ;
more or less all of them are under
American military aad economic do-
mination. Russia may use India in
the Third World countries, Surely,
Mr Giri was bent on something more
than ‘trading’. Is it that Russia has
a secret honeymoon with her friend-
cum-enemy, the USA, in one- of the

-

most sensitive strategic points in
South-East Asia ?
AsiT Roy
Uttarpara
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