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THE LAST SUPPER ?

TV\TENTY-TWO yca.rs ago .t~e strongr~an of t!1e Congres:, Sardar Patel,
- produced what his admull1g chromclers saId was a miracle when he

bro~lght about the integration of the princely States with· the Dominion
of Indi:;r. Now Mr Chavan, excellentlv aln heir to the Sardar, is striving
to produce another miracle by persuading the princes to voluntarily agree
to abolition of their privy purses and other privileges. One of the princes,·
who attended a lunch given by the Union Home Minister recently, had
;ippare-ntly all the reason to observe that it might have been their last
suppei-. It is not known whether the joke clicked.

What Sardar Patel succeeded in doing, and to that extent credit must
be given to him, was to lend an obsolescent institution a new lease of li,fe
by streamlining the princes with liberals of the newly independent India.
The contradictions between the feudal princes and the new bourgeois
class of India were small and nominal. When the interests of both were
threatened duri~ the revolt of the Telengana peasants, they lost no
time in joining hands to crush them: The Hyderabad liberation move.
men.t.came as a handy cover and the Indian police collaborated with the
Nizam's army to burn and loot peasants' property and murder hundreds of
them, conveniently dubbing them anti-national communists.

After the integration, the princes have been allowed two decades to
get themselves squarely on the bourgeois saddle. The form of exploita_
tion has been gradually changing but not the content. Mr Chavan will
do precious little by simply abolishing the privy purses. What he is seek-
ing to do is not abolition either; he wants merely to payoff the purses
at the cost of taxpayers. Another institution, zamindari, was similarly
abolished after the interests of the zamindars had been duly hed~ed in.
The zamindars, as a result, were not pauperised. Neither will be the
princes. Maybe they will not be treated to any more sumptuous suppers,
but they can reasonably expect that they will not be left out 'of the gov-
ernmental bada khanas hereafter.

The controversy on the privy purses, in this background, is too fatuous
to be taken much note of. It matters little if the privy1 purses am abo.;
Iished by a constitutional amendment or by an executive order. All the
political parties except the Swatantra being predominantly in favour of
abolition, Mr Chavan could safely opt for the amendment. But after
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floating the proposal for" a consider~
able time, he may choose to adopt
the executive order. Not that it will
matter much. Either of the two
courses is destined to lead to the
Supreme Court and to some legal
fun for those who thrive on suits. A
raging debate on' whether by the
unilateral decision to abrogate the
previous pledges the Government of
India is setting a darngerous precedent,
has started. Also have started claims
to the fathering' of the idea of abo-
lishing the privy purses. Mr Ashoka
Mehta considers that the history
books should print the name of Mr
Atulya Ghosh as the possible be-
getter.

'!\That is really significant is how-
ever a comment by the Maharaja of
Dhrangadhra, the Intendant General
of the Concord of Princes. The privy
purses were of secondary interest, he
said; give or take a few crores of
rupees, it matters little; what matters
is the political face-saving. The Con-
cord of Princes must not be publicly
humiliated; ie must be allowed a
smooth merger with the concord of
explo~ters of the country.

News From Biafra

At this wntlllg reports are that
Owerri, the provi~ional capital of
Biafra, has fallen and the vital Uli air-
field-the funnel through which food
and arms supply reached the starving
Ibbs-has been bombed into ruins.
The shrunken Biafran enclave of
about 3,000 square miles facing on
all sides the hostile Nigerians, ac-
cording to a Libreville report, has
surrendered. But there are rumours
that even now it is not going to be
a walk-over for the Nigerians. The
Biafrans have not slackened their re-
sistance in the north. The ill-fed and
underclad Ibo tribesmen have shown
legendary enterprise in withstanding
multi-pronged enemy attacks for over
two and a half years. War and fa~
mine have claimed two million lives,
but this had, if anything, steeled the
will of the Ibos to maintain a dis~
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tinct Biafran identity. They may
now decide to turn to other forms of
warfare. The latest news has star~
tied those who believed that there
would be no 'outright victory' for any
side. 'What went wrong?

Two decisive factors seem to have
been the airlift to Lagos of several
]20 mm. mobile guns from Russia,
which cansed havoc, and a heavy air
raid by Ilyushin-28 bombers, flown
by DAR pilots, which rained ],000 lb
bombs on the Uli airstrip. General
Ojukwa seemed to have overestimated
the capacity of France and others to
supply arms and ammunition to his
army. What internal factors brought
about the sudden disorganisation of
the Biafran army as such are not yet
known.

Meanwhile General Ojukwu is said
to have left Biafra to discuss some
peace proposals. On December I he
had said that in the interest of peace
and good neighbourliness the Biafrans
would concede "certain attributes of
sovereignty." But General Gowon's
refusal to revise his original stand
that all peace moves must be based
on the September resolution of OAU,
which specifies the precondition of
maintenance of Nigerian unity, has
frustrated Biafran peace' overtures
and underlined the intention to im-
pose the federation militarily on the
Ibos though the OAU Secretariat no
longer insists that peace talks must
be on the basis of a united Nigeria.

Some commentators on the African
,cene with sympathy for the numer-
ous ethno-cultural groups on that
continent have found it difficult to
snpport the Biaftan cause. They
think that some power maniac Ibos
have played on the tribal sentiment
to make Biafra secede from Nigeria.
The actual position, however, is that
the institutions with which Nigeria
achieved independence in 1960 were
found wanting in coping with the
social complexity and comp?sing the
competing claims of tribes. The
facade of unity began to wear down
:as the 'country jhopped from oiisis
to crisis with the army taking over
the regime in January 1966. Taking
advantage of their numerical superi-

ority, the northerners entrenched
themselves in power, reducing to al-
most total insignificance the more
educated southerners (which include
the Ibos) in administration. The
January coup was mainly a southern
backlash, bu t the north soon regained
its position through a counter coup
in July. The systematic massacre of
the Ibos throughout the north in
September and October in which ,the
army joined the civilians forced the
survivors to flee to Biafra. Thus the
east went into a "physical and psy-
chological" isolation.

In January ]967, Joseph Ankrah
arranged a meeting between Gowon
and Ojukwu at Aburi where a subs-
tantial measure of agreement was
reached. While there was a reaffir-
mation of faith in a united Nigeria,
the need for increased regional auto-
nomy was accepted. Gowon's re,fusal
to implement the agreement clause by
clause by March owing to pressure
from the federal military clique forc-
ed Ojukwu to seize federal properties
in Biafra and the war began. Days
of further torment now haunt the
encircled, emasculated Biafrans.

Eruption In The Hills
The sudden eruption of violence

in several Darjeeling towns should
chasten the UF constituents and make
them realise that far more urgent
tasks demand their attention than a
continuous slanging match. The
trou ble in Darjeeling district had a
small, though tragic, beginning. It
was just a coincidence that the vic-
tim of some anti~social elements in
Siliguri was a Gurkha. The anti.
socials rarely distinguish between
majority and minority communities;
they choose their victims on other
considenitions, and this is not the
first time that: a member of a mino-
rity community has been done in.
But what happened in consequence
does not appear to be spontaneous.
The UF leaders of Siliguri were said
to have been quite alert; they led a
demonstration to the SDO's bungalow
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demanding immediate arrest of the
culprits and calle~ a hartal on
the following day in condemna.
tion of the crime. Obviously, they
wanted to ease tension and prevent
a communal clash; but they failed
totally as was apparent in the next
few days. Ignoring sane counsel,

~ communities resorted to loot,
arson, and assault on a somewhat
grand scale; repercussions spread fast
to some other towns of the hill dis-
trict, and the situation threatened to
develop into an ugly clash between
hillmen and people in the plains.

-Prompt requisitioning of the army,
which, according to Mr Jyoti Basu,
di.-9a "good job", seems to have saved
the situation. A common feature of
the incidents was attack on govern-
ment buildings and offices, irrespec-
tive of the community on the ram-
page. Possibly this is a measure of
the estrangement between the people
and the government in Darjeeling,
though less than a year ago the dis.

ict had chosen four of its five MLAs
from the UF candidates.
- Only after the trouble had started
did the Government wake up to the
dangerous potentialities of the situa.
tion. In the disturbing geo-politics
of the Himalayas, Darjeeling has re-
mained an island of tranquillity des-
pite the appalling poverty of the hill
people and the all-pervasive domina.
tion of the people of the plains. Not
for long will the hill people submit
to this lot stoically; the ferment in

_we contiguous hill areas of Assam
and elsewhere will catch up with
them. But that day can be deferred
if the Government can arrest the
growing sense of alienation of the
hill people of Darjeeling. The 32.
point programme of the UF contains
a special provision for the hill areas
or- Darjeeling; the Gorkha League,
which enjoys the allegiance of the
majority of the hill people of
the district, is a constituent of the
T F, and its representative in the
Cabinet is in charge of the Tribal
Welfare department. But none of
these ,has been able to bring the hill

- people in rapport with the Govern-
!Dent. They continue to suffer from
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old disabilities, while natural calami.
ties in two consecutive years have
added to their economic woes. The
UF had promised to move the Cen.
tre for amendment of the Sixth Sche.
dule of the- Constitution so that the
hill people of Darjeeling may enjoy a
measure of autonomy; the Govern.
ment has yet to find time to approach
the Centre.

It is clear that some people are
waiting in the wings to exploit poli-
tically the disenchantment of the hill
people with the Government: in spite
of the Gorkha League being a part
of the ruling coalition. Maybe, the
same people had a hand in the reta·
liatory hooliganism in Siliguri of the
other community. Though a bigger
tragedy has been averted by calling
out the army, it cannot be overloo~ed
that the problem remains unresolved.
The Government should also realise
that frequent requisitioning of the
army may create an impression that
it. is afraid of taking stern action
even where justified and is repeatedly
shifting the responsibility for unplea.
sant tasks to the army and consequen-
tly to the Centre. Too much depen-
dence on the army is suicidal for a
civil government; for it begets an
idea that the army alone can ensure
order and stability. Further trouble
is in store for the State Government
if it mistakes peace in the hills for
normality. It would have to live up
to its promise to the hill people. The
Darjeeling incidents are a warning.
By their constant quarrel the UF
constituents are disr~pting the unity
not only of the Front but also of the
people who had come together in sub-
stituting the Front for the Congress.

Nazis All
Those who are infatuated by the

doings of the New Left in America
seem to have got it all wrong. True,
there are some heroes among the New
Lelf, many who have the boldness of
heart to push their conscience and
convictions across the frenzy of the
so-called middle-America mainstream.

But when the crunch comes, as the
Time-Louis Harris sample poll has
now proved, they do not matter: not
more than 22 per cent of the good
citizens of the United States admit
that there was any wrong perpetrated
in My Lai; the rest-the Great Silent
Majority by implication, put the
seal of approval on.what went on in
Vietnam, in the name of saving de.
mocracy, during 1965 a>nd 1966 and
1967 and 1968 and 1969, and on what
--presumably-is going on now.

Nazism got started in Germany on
frailer support. In the last election
held under the Weimar Constitution,
Hitler's hordes, it will be remem-
bered, could ma>nage to obtain only
38 per cent of the votes. Even after
the puny lance-corporal had been
installed as Reich Chancellor and
the rest of the parties had been sub-
jected to gruesome persecution, in the
fresh election, the Nazis could barely
claim 50 per cent of the votes; nearly
half of the electorate had the courage
to say nein to Hitler's rantings. In
the United States, in that quintessence
of civilisation, not more than 22 per
cent' of the population can he found
to dare to stand up and be counted
against the bestialities in Vietnam.

This raises some basic issues about
the conditions and consequences of
human progress. The level of per
capita income as an indicator of civi-
lisation is bunk. An excess of mate.
rial comfort goes to the head, and,
via not an altogether devious route,
leads on to My Lai. The Thomas
Manns and the Bertolt Brechts could
not save Germany; it is an even more
hopeless venture for the Mark Rudds
and the Joan Baizes. The Nazis
finally succeeded in destroying them.
selves, in the course of a bare decade.
Looking at the contemporary scene,
one cannot, alas, quite collect the
courage for prognosticating a similar
fate overtaking Nazi America.

The difference may not entirely lie
in the chasm between ,the near-50
per cent of the population who detes.
ted the Nazis in Germany in the mid-
1930's and the minuscle 22 per cent
who disapprove of M}'i Lai in the
jJ.S. today. It is the reactions from
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the rest of the world which matter,
and about equally. The fascists and
the Nazis struck terror, bu t the feel-
ing of terror was accompanied by
one of deep revulsion among the
overwhelming majority of the other
nations. This is hardly the case
with respect to Nixon's America,
circa January, 1970. Jawaharlal
Nehru wore out his heart over Guer-
nica in 1937; his daughter has not
expended one word over My Lai.
The Audens and the Stephen Spen-
ders of yesterday have turned into
today's court jesters, on retainer from
the trans-Atlantic Nazis. The bug
of consumption standards has bitten
all and sundry, and ordinary human
decencies are dead. The Americans
buy our ration; how dare we there-
fore demur if they kill twenty chil,o
dren and disembowel a lIleat dozen
pregnant women before lun.ch? It is
no good calling only the Americans
the Nazis; we, each of us, are equally
Nazis-we are a part of the. 78 per
cent who see no wrong in the killing
and raping and burning and pillag-
ing in Vietnam. A My Lai a day
kee'ps the conscience away ..

The Reckless Race-
.--••_.,•••. ·"L.--"""', I_~_._

Perhaps in no other field is Big'
Power hypocrisy so shameless as over
the issue of so-called disannament.
So-called, because whenever disarma-
ment is mentioned, all that is meant
is some limitation on further develop-
ment of arms; there is no question
of the existing- arms being- dispensed
with. Even in this limited sense,
disarming- intentions of the Big- Pow
ers, particularly of Almerica and
1:' 11001<1. have never meant much.
'W'hile urging or forcing other coun-
tries to pledge themselves never to
tread the dangerous path of nuclear
weaponry; these two countries have
gone on piling horror upon horror in
their atomic arsenals. Yet the ·Hel-
sinki talks led some people to believe
that they might agree to slow down
the race after having- acquired enough
lethal capacity to destroy the entire

world several times over. Statements
that the preliminary talks had gone
well and the announcement that
more substantive negotiations on the
limitation of strategic arms would
begin in April 10rtified this notion
in many gullible minds. Perhaps
even the more sceptical did not ex-
pect the illusion to be dispelled so
soon. Mr Melvin Laird, the Ame-
rican Defence Secretary, has now
made it quite clear that, let alone any
limitation, the USA's nuclear striking
force is going to be substantially ex-
panded. Preparations for anti-balIis-
tic-missile defence and long-range
missiles with multiple nuclear war-i
heads are going ~ahead anyway; in
addition, the USA may develop new
strategic bombers and a new under-
,vater 10ngHange missile ,systeyn.

The excuse, of course, is familiar:
the Russians have increased the de-
ployment of land-based long-range
missiks, including a number re-
portedly capable of carrying multiple
warheads. So ,the AmericaJns \must
take steps to maintain, or recover,
their superiority in strategic arms,
which in lurn will probably. goad
the Russians into further arms deve-
lopment. Not that either. side is un-
aware of this inevitability; two years
ago, Mr McNamara himself remark-
ed: "It is precisely this action-reac-
lion phenomenon that fuels an arms
race." It may even be doubted whe-
ther any action is atJ all needed to
produce a reaction, whatever science
may say. Why this sudden publicity
to intelligence reports about Russian
ICBM development? After all, as
early as last May, Mr Laird stated in
CongressIonal hearings that the Rus-
sians had "in being or under cons.
truction" more land-based ICBMs
than the 1,054 possessed by the USA,
that a large number of the Russian
ICBMs were of the 55-9 type which
could be converted into missiles car-
rying multiple warheads, and that if
the Russians. continued to deploy.
ICBMs at the rate of 1967-68 they
CQuld have as. many as 2,500 by the
mid-seventies.

No new element has now. been
added to this picture; then why this
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Reshuffle
The expected Cabinet reshuffle

will come, a Iititle later if not on
January 13, the Prime Minister's
most auspicious day as they say. The
reports about Mrs Gandhi's plans to
deprive Mr Chavan of Home lack
credibility because she just cannot
afford to do it now. Mr Chavan has

land:'based ICBMs, the US force or well-knit group of Rajput MLAs in
su bmarine-based l.bng-ra,nge missiles [) ttar Pradesh whom he can line up
is about twice as large as Russia's. behind Mr C. B. Gupta to spite the
Besides, for nearly 25 years the USA Prime Minister. After all Mr Dinesh

r had a considerable lead in strategic Singh might yet !$urvive the next
weapons; if that lead is now threat_ Palace Revolution. The disintegra.
ened in one particular area, the total tion of the kitchen Cabinet has gone
picture is hardly affected. Not that virtually unnoticed and with the dis-
the Russians have shrunk from a integration came the political dec.
steady development of terror either. line of Mr Dinesh Singh. At the
It is only when the Chinese explode Azadnagar session of Mrs Gandhi's
a nuclear weapon that the twO',super_ party, he made his first and last open
Powers become so righteously con- bid for a party position and found
cerned about the nuclear threat to llis effort thwarted by the Prime
mankind's future. Minister. Worse, the Prime Minis-

ter was furious at his reported at.
tempts to seek election to the Work_
ing Committee as the "Prime Minis-
[er's candidate".

The cold war between the Kash.
m.iri coterie (around Mrs Gandhi_
principally Mr T. N. Kaul, the Fo-
reign Secretary, and Mr Haksar of
the Prime Minister's Secretariat-and
Mr Dinesh Singh is an old story. The
Prime Minister's Secretariat has
grown in its power into something
of a super-cabinet with the Prime
Minister's own say in things declin-
ing in inverse ratio. The Nehru
family's weakness for Kashmir has
cost the nation a good deal and what
New Delhi is witnessing is just in-
consequential in the total context.
Except that the Left EstabJishment
had found itself divided between two
sets of Prime Minister's advisers in
the past-the kitchen Cabinet and the
Kashmiri coterie of officials. The bu-
reaucrat wins over the· political tyros
always. Mr Kaul has been running
the Foreign Office in his own fashion
und Mr Haksar is credited with the
execution of Mrs Gandhi's political
manoeuvres with ex-communists turn.
ed "progressive" intellectuals and
efficien t managers of public sector
undertakings.

the Vietnamese is only one aspect of
the episode. The delegation failed
in its political mission too, notwith-
standing the CPI's direct hot-Hne
with the External Affairs Minister,
Mr Dinesh Singh. Why are the Peace
Council junketeers and the party
hatchetmen silent on two intriguing
facts? The Government bluntly re-
fused permission for a special plane
to bring the delegation from Hanoi
to Calcutta and it had to travel by a
commercial flight. Secondly, Mr
Dinesh Singh told the delegation
point-blank that there was no ques-
tion of India recognising the Libera-
tion Front Government in South Viet-
nam.

Soviet bitterness with Mr Dinesh
Singh over the Svetlana episode not-
withstanding, he is still the most ac-
ceptable External Affairs Minister for
the large body of "progressives". But
last week, New Delhi was humming
with rumours of Mr Dinesh Singh's
imminent exit from the Cabinet when
the long-predicted Palace Revolution
gets into the newspaper headlines
one of these misty mornings. To
Mrs Gandhi, Mr Dinesh Singh is now
an expendable political quantity but
the Raja has his leverage through a

Revolution ?Palace
FROM A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

V iew from Delhi

new alarm? Perhaps the Pentagon
is concerned lest any kind of agree-
ment at the SALT talks should res-
train its hands in any way. Hence
the talk about America's need for
more offensive weapons-in order to
forestall any possible move for limi-
tation. The military-industrial com-
plex is the most powerful pressure
group in the USA. Perhaps it does
not need much pressure to convince
the averagie American )of Jhe Ineed
for undisputed American superiority
in military might. But a fact or two
may have to be concealed. Though
the Russians may now have more

TO New Delhi's abounding shame,
the reception to the South Viet-

nam Liberation Front delegation
was a casualty of the CPI-CPI (M)
cold war. It was a bigger fiasco here
than in Calcutta, all because the
CPI, through its control of the Europe-
centred, vulgarly affluerlt All-India
Peace Council, sought to manage the
delegation's programme as an -exclu-
sive party affair to spite the CPI (M) .
As the public relations outfit of. the
Soviet fatherland, the CPI :is un-
matlched yet in its elIkiency. The
same set of slick operators who pay
their homage to virtue through their
b!atant hypocrisy (it does not cost
you anything to ''Support (liberation
wars far away from your frontier as
long as the Home Minister keeps the
insurrections in India in check I) were
in tevidence all over. The visiting
delegation must have gone home dis-
gusted at the clammy realisation that
someone has taken it for a ride in
the name of Vietnam solidarity. No
wonder the North Vietnamese Con_
sul-General asked a West Bengal
MLA of the CPI: "Is this how you
run the United Front too ?".

The CPI erecting a barrier be-
tween the people of the country and

5
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would like to see Mr Jyoti Basu an
Company out of the United Fio~t.
If the hardliners eventually, win, the
CPI (M) would have to range itself
against Mrs Gandhi in Parliament.
All this can happen within the 13
weeks of the budget session and the
budget itself would provide the occa-
sion. Mrs Gandhi has to ml\,Ste
261 votes on every ,important divi~
sian. Mr Chavan and Mr Jagjivan
Ram would together have a larger
following _in the Oongress Parlia.
mentary Party than Mrs Gandhi waul
have three months from now and -the
power struggle within the new Co:g.
gress WOt(ld have ,entlered another
dizzy round in less than four weeks~
Beginning with 1966, it has been -ene
palace revolution after another and
the last of them is not over yet.

January 11, 1970

when ~t failed to adopt the draft
resolution On the political situation,
even after eight hours of discussion,
as it was sharply divided over the
policy to be adopted towards the
Congress. Madhok's group felt that
the Sangh was nearer to the Syndi-
cate Congress and an all~ance should
be formed with it, but Vajpay(!~
group maintained that there was ve
little difference between the two Gon-
gresses before and after the split. -'As
a result the Working Committee had
to redraft the offiFial resolution.

Although the leadership of the
Sangh had gone far to meet Mr
Madhok's line on various issues, he
was conspicuously ~ndifferent and ge-
nerally absent from the delegates'
session and deliberations. He never
addressed a single meeting during 'the
whole session.- Once he was even
detained at the gate of Chanakya-
nagar, the session-city, bec;;ju~e the
volunteers "did not know him" (tIre

JANUARY 17, 1970
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volt within Mrs Gandhi's party.
Either way, the Govehnment cannot
last long. The princes would be lost
to the new Congress for ever and
over Chandigarh, Mrs Gandhi has to
lose either the Akali support or the
Haryana Congress support, or both.
The SSP cannot support Mrs Gandhi
any longer and the Sonepur resolu-
tion marks the end of the detente.
The CPI (M) and the CPI are the
two strategic groups in Parliament
now.

The contradictions between the
Kerala and West Bengal units of the
CPI (M) are growing. The West
Bengal leadership has been insinuat-
ing that Mr Namboodiripad handed
the. Kerala Government to the "revi.
sionists" on a silver platter. Piqued,
the Kerala leadership now wants a
tough line against Mrs Gandhi and

N. K. SINGH

The Sanghis In Session

THREE big, expensive conferen-
ces were held in December by

different political parties. Millions of
rupees were spent to stage the poli-
tical dramas of the Syndicate at Ah-
medabad, the Indicates at Bombay
and the Hindi chauvinists plus Mar-
wari businessmen's party-the Jaba
Sangh-at Patna. All came out with
attractive slogans and a hypocritical
"No for Status Quo". No wonder
Mr G. D. Birla declared the other
day that w~th so many political par-
ties in India now, he has "plenty of
choice".

The main outcome of the 16th'
session of the Bharatiya Jana Sang11
was perhaps the sharpen~ng of the
Madhok-Vajpayee rift. Mr BaIraj
Madhok arrived one day late and
left, one day earlier, tIl(; session along
with some of his Punjabi fr~ends
such as Mr P. N. Dogra. The first
symptom of controversy appeared in
the Working Committee meeting

been given a free hand to deal with
the princes, and, perhaps the extre.
mist communists. The rest of the
country's political problems are be.
ing handled not on the basis of any
principles but through !public rela4
tions, in the name of a political ap.
proach to things. Mr Jagjivan Ram
is stilI on a stay-in strike refusing to
vacate the Food Ministry even after
he had been installed as !the Con-
gress President. A few innocuous
changes in the Cabinet may not! add
up to anything in terms of streamlin-
ed governmental functioning but
Mrs Gandhi has to fear a revolt by
disgruntled elements once they know
that their support to her leadership
had been secured on false promises.
Even Mr Dinesh Singh who played
an important role in whipping up
the support is fading out as quickly
as he rose from a junior ministership
to the rank of External Affairs Mi.
nister. The present balance would
have to be maintained and the
wrangling over the Congress Work.
ing Committee membership under-
lines the need for another long spell
of tight-rope walking.

One is struck by the demoralisa-
. tion in the Prime Minister's camp
at! the realisation that there has been
no tangible accretion of strength _ to
the new Congress after the Bombay
session. On the other hand the
Syndicate, with nothing to lose, is
pressing its offensive, seeking alIiances
right and left--with the CPI (M) in
Kerala and now with the SSP in
Bihar. Dr Ram Subhag Singh has gone
to Patna to offer the Chief Minister.
ship to the Samjukta Socialists with
the Syndicate's participation. Official
assessments in New Delhi rate the
chances of Mr C. B. Gupta's survival
high and expect Mrs Gandhi to re-
gain Bihar. But the Syndicate is
out to thwart this attempt by offering
the Chief Ministership to the SSP.

The total picture is still far
from clear. In the budget to come
even a tax burden of Rs. 50 crores
would force the Communists and the
SSP to vote against the Government.
If the entire burden is on the upper
income brackets, there wilI be are·



it severely. Mr Madhok said what-
ever the parly may do, nobody will
take it to be a socialist party till it is
integrally linked with the RSS. "In
our love for being called progressive,
it is necessary that we should not
lose aur distinct ident.ity". Mr Mad-
ho.k left Patna primarily on the point
that thc JS should not fall for 'C0111-

'petit~\'e radicalism' and rehl1ain 'in
the right block. Because of strong
eVfferenccs in the vVorklng Com-
mittee, the economic policy resolu-
tion was held up for three days.

TrucJy speaking, thc economic re-
solution of the Sangh has similarities
on too many points with those of
the ruling Congress, Opposition Con-
gress and other partie~ like the PSP
and SSP: Need for rapid land re-
forms, enforcement of ceilings on -
land holdings, ensuring the rights of
tenants and share-croppers, need for
developing agro..industries, uplift of
backward classes dnd so on.

Thc resolution called, among other
th~ngs, for: credit facilities to pea-
sants, strict implementation of land
,ceiling laws, dish.ibn,ton of land
among landless, fair share to batai-
dars, a min~mum wage act for agri-
cultural workers, irr~gation facilities,
jobs to the jobless, co-partnership for
labour management and profits, In-
dianiz.atian af foreign-owned tea-
drugs-&oap-matches-vege,tables pro-·
ducts and cigarette .industries and
nationalisation of foreign banks.

In total 151 amendments to the
resolution were received by the JS
President. An Andhra delegate wan-
ted a ceiling on urban property and
abolition of privy purses. The Raj-
mata of Gwalior was on the dais
(taking act.ive intercst). Many of the
delegates demanded a curb on mono-
polies. On the other hand, some
delegates insisted on a spec.ific men-
tion that urban property rights would
not be disturbed and the land of b~g
landowners would not be seized.

The resolution will not ~mpress
anyone who. goes through It care-
fully, for on none of these issues has
a plan of action even been vaguely
hinted at. On the other hand, a de-
mand for peaceful agitation on the
bild distribut~on issue was rejected

FRONTIIRR

4iIndianize" Muslims
Dur~ng the heated debate on the

Ahmedabad massacre in the Lok
Sabha, the Home Minister, Mr Cha-
van, had posed the question how to
put down communal riots? B.efore
he could reply, the CPr's irrespressi-
ble Mr S. M. Banerjee had quipped:
"H umanise Balraj Madhok". The
cry for 'Indianization of Muslims' in
the Patna session was actually ra~sed
by Mr Madhok, who had prepared
the 6-point draft resolutio.n on the
internal situation. His passage which
called for 'Indianization' of 93%of
the Musl.ims was deleted to soHen
the anti-Muslim tinge as it came un-
der sharp attack from Muslim dele-
gates. (There were 53 of them).

'What is this 'Ind~anization'? Ac-
cording to Guru Golwalka'r, ",fhe
inonJHindu people in Hindus.than
must adopt the Hindu culture and
language, must learn to respect and
hold in reverence Hindu religion,
must entertain no ideas but those of
the glorification of the Hindu race
and culture.... or may stay in the
country wholly subordinate to the
H.indu nation, ela~ming, deserving
no privileges, far be any preferential
treatment-not even citizen's rights."

The entire proceed.ings left no
one in doubt that the JS and the
RSS are on the war path against the
religious minoriues· in India, especi-
ally the most numerous among
them. If there are differences among
the Sangh leadership in th~s regard,
it is only in relation to words, not in
respect of ~ntentions.

The only amendment accepted to
the internal situation resolution was
Mrs 1. Mehta's 'ouster qf foreign
missionaries'. Amusing was an amend.
ment from a Punjab delegate who
wanted the Akalis to be ineluded for
'Indianization' as some of the.ir lea-
ders also talked of secession from the
country. It was a dig at the Sangh's
opportunistic albance with Akalis
and in response Mr Baldeo. Prakash,
leader of the Punjab JS, tried his
best to. save the skin of the Akalis.

The Jana Sangh has got an econo-
mic policy at last after 19 years. And
the policy is so. much 'progressive' that
a sectian af the party had to. criticise
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The main political slogan was the
call for an all-out anti-communist
fron t and a determined potitical
offensive against the Indira Gandhi
Gov·ernment. The Sangh leaders
also wanted to keep their organisa-
t.~on in trim to face the mid-term
poll which they felt was round the
corner. In his presidential ad~lress
~Ir Vajpayee urged all parties and
indiv.iduals to beware of the danger
from the communists and the Indira-
Dange alliance and to fight Jhem at
every level. It was the main theme
of the political resolution, whose
draft was prepared by Mr S. S.
Bhandari, and almost every speaker
veered round it. One Mr S. N.
Singh from Bihar even suggested the
creation of a one-mill~on-strong "li-·
beration force" for West Bengal
and Kerala.

Although there was no mention of
it in important speeches and resolu-
t~ons, there was an underourrent at
the session th~t every effort should
be made to bring a section of the
SSP and the PSP, if not the whole
organisation, into the~r front against
the Congress (R) , CPI, CPI (M) ,
CPI(ML) and Muslim League and
the leaders were very hopeful about
it. About the Swatantra and the.
BKD there were very casual refer-
ences. They also hoped to continue
their all.iance with the Akali Party
in Punjab.

Bihar JS is ~n the Vajpayee bloc).
Mr Vapjayee did not remain silent
and in his conCluding speech he
attacked !vIr Madhok's ideals severely.

Actually the Madhok-Vajpayee rift
is nothing new for the Sangh. They
have had many tussles on the issues
of bank nat~onalisation, Presidential
election, alliance with C. B. Gupta
in D.P. etc. Mr Vajpayee, who is
relatively a moderate, not only en-
joys the confidence of Guru Golwal-
kar but has also the major~ty of the
Jana Sangh \Vorking Committee in
hi~ favour. In the rank and file, he
cnjoys full-fledged support from
V.P., M.P., Rajasthan and Bihar.
NIr Madhok is more miutant and has
a good hold over his partymen m
Delhi, Haryana and Punjab.



offhand. Mr Vajpayee's announce-
ment of the Jar a Sangh's total oppo-
sition to abrogation of the right to
property as a fundamental right left
no one.in doubt about the basic
structure of the party. '1'he basic
economic principle of the JS .is that
socialism .is not a product of this soil.
"It is not in OUlt blood and traditions.
It has absolutely nothing to do w.ith
the. traditions and ideas of thousands
of years of our people here". (Mr
Golwalkar) .

The RSS
It became quite clear at the Patna

session that the hold of the RSS
over the Sangh continues to be as

,strong as ever. The party President,
Mr Vajpayee, tr.ied to make out that
the RSS had nothing to do with the
murder of Gandhi, while Mr Maclhok
categorically said that thq Sangh 'can-
t.inues to be a part and parcel of
the RSS, and .it has to continue like
that in future also". One feature of
the session was the RSS Shakha
which was being attended by a large
number of delegates every morning.

Thc Sangh's Ilindi policy was ironi-
cal. Mr Vajpayee was roaring from
the dais, "No English" while all the
lidfom1ation bull#.ins distl1ibuted
among prcssmen werc in English.
• The General Secretary, Mr S. S.
Bhandari's claim that the Patna ses-
sion was "thc biggest sess~on" atten-
ded by over 20,000 delegates is in
contrast w.ith the fact that the pri-
mary membership of the Sangh has
gone down by 1.5 lakhs. The dec-
l~nc in membership (from 11 lakhs
to 9.5 lakhs) was recorded mainly in
U.P., Bihar, Raja~than anc! Andhra.

:Most of the delegatcs . were
youths; seven of the 11 office-bearers
are bachelors. Bihar, Eastern U.P.
and North-Eastern M.P. produced
most of the JS delegates. l'or our
West Bengal readers it \vill be amu-
sing to learn that 1045 delegates from
the.ir Red Slate (mostly Calcutta
Marwaris) attended the conference.

But you do not need to worry
about the class determination of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangll. Ask any vil-
lager and he will tell you that it is a
'Marwari-Bania party'.

Andhra Pradesh

The Reddy Game
V. NARAYANMURTI

SLOGANS like President's rule
or dism.issal of Brahmananda

Reddy, so frequently heard in the
streets of Hyderabacl and a couple
of other towns in the Telengana re-
gion as also in the Prime Minister's
room at New Delh.i, are swept under

. the carpet by the anti-Brahmananda
Reddy group in the Congress and
the CP 1. 1£ one says this much
only, it is not news; the real news
is the coincidence of the w.ithdrawal
of these slogans with the announce-
ment of a "socialist" programme by
thc Prime Min.ister from Delhi.

One should thank the CPI for
sparing the people and the Press the
exercise of predicting how the CPI's
policy of support to the Prime M.in-
ister can be implemented in States
where the class that dominates the
government is different. The CPI
State council has announced withdra-
wal of the two slogans given at the
height of the separate Telegana move-
ment when regional chauvinism was
let loose by a section of the Congress
party as a trump card to settle its own
political scores with the Chief Minis-
ter. Mr Brahmananda Reddy would
be thankful to Mrs Gandhi, if not for
anyth.ing elsc, at least for having an-
nounced a programme and spared
him this nuisance.

The CPI believes in a process of
change of heart to start in the Slates
ruled by the Prime Min.ister's fol-
lowers. That is why the CPI State
Secretary, Mr Rajsekhar Reddy, told
a Press conference that it had "deli-
berately" held itself back from pro-
nouncing any judgment on the
State Government, antic.ipating a
change "in view of the changed poli-
tical situation".

And how did Mr Brahmcl1lJnc1a
Reddy go about .implementing the
'socialist programmes' of Indira
Behn? Within a few days of the
CPI decision, he made known his

Government's .intentions to fix a ceil-
ling on the rental payable by the
tenant to the landlord at 25 per cent
of the produce in the case of wet
land and 20 per cent in the case of
dry land. By itself it might be a
measure of sccurity for the tenant,
provided of course .if any tenants are
left to enjoy such security. Way
back in 1955, the then Revenue
.t\Iinister, Mr Kala Venkat Rao, made
an innocuous statement asking the
landholders in the State to declare
lanel .in their possession in excess of
20 acres. The landholders may be
mugheads in other respects but not
in the case of lanel. They saw the
writing on the wall, caught the hint
of the Revenue Minister and prom-
ptly div.ided the land among the
members of their families, including
children in the womb, to escape the
com.ing ceiling. And by the time
the measure was! passed there was

no excess land to distribute. Simi-
larly, all the landholders, particular-
ly the absentee landlords, will be
grateful to the prescnt Revenue
Minister. Mr Th.imma Reddy, and
his chief, NIr Brahmananda Reddy,
for having forewarned them about
the impending legislat.ion to fix a
ceiling on the rcnt, for they can
throw out tenants, if there are any
left.

This "social.istic" piece of legisla-
lion should be read together with
yct another "socialistic" announce-
ment by the Andhra Chief M~nister
about a "crash programme" to dis-
tribute all government cultivable
waste land before the Tclugu New
Year's Day in March. The principal

/ fca~ure of implementat.ion will be,
first, to evict lakh~ of agricultural la-

. l;ourers .-vho were in 'illegal' occupa-
tion of these lands but werc paying
penalties year after ycar. They w.ill
klVe to apply to the government for
allotment of th.is _ land to them and
wait in hope. One would expect
jusifiable anger in any quarter that
is remotely left at this announce-
ment, but the CPI-controlled agricul-
tural labour organisat.ion promptly
withdrew its month-old agitation and
said that it would continue .its
struggle to see that poor people



The Peasants Of The
Parganas--V

ASHIM ~fUKHOPADHYAY

THE lessons of the countrywide
_ Tebhaga movement proved fruit-

ful. The tension and unrest among
the peasant population heightened
every day.- They became more ag-
gressive and assertive. So far as the
Congress Government was concerned,
the movement also influenced its po-
licies. Even the over-zealous Can.
gressites, who had so long believed in
bullets and batons as good remedies
for all problems, realized the futility
of further repression. They decided
to hoodwink the people in a way
which would not involve them in
further trouble. Other Congressites,
who were rather peace-loving but
equally unscrupulous, expressed the
same views. So in April 1953, the
people of W'est Bengal came to learn
that Dr B. C. Roy's Ministry had
adopted a "revolutionary resolution".
It would pass the Estate Acquisition
Act and thereby abolish permanent-
ly the age-old zamindari system. The
emotional Bengalis were quick to hail
the Congress as a true lover of the
peasantry, and the prestige of the
Roy Ministry rose. The pro-Congress
newspapers worked very hard during
this period and it was mainly due to
their propaganda that' the people
did not doubt the sincerity of the
Government. They failed to see the
inner truth of the resolution, - that
it was nothing but a farce, pre-arrang-
ed by the Gover,nment in collabora-.
tion with the landlords.'

In reality it turned out to be so.
The Congress, as has Ialready been
said, emerged as a party of the rich,
controlled by the rich for the rich
and therefore, apart from occasional
loud-sounding resolutions, it could
not go far. Dr Roy and his Cabi-
net had no intention to lose' the pat-
ronage of the big landowners and the
latter also knew it wen that the
puppet Roy Ministry would never-
injure their interests. So when the
Bill for Estate Acquisition was still

int~rests and, in any case, take the
whole region from out of the con-
trol of Mr Brahmananda Reddv.
\"',jth more powers to the Region;l
Committee, what would emerge i5
almost the substance of a separate
Telengana.

That this is the line of their think-
ing was proved when the meet.ing of
Congress legislators from the Telen-
gana region and attended by Dr
Chenna Reddy, Mr Kanda Laxman,
Mr V. B. Raju and other leaders
passed a resolution urging only a se-
parate Pradesh Congress Committee.
They kept quiet on the separate
Telengana issue and merely stated
that the "Telengana tailgle" should
he solved.

W.ith the announcement of the
Syndicate Conp'ress conceding a se-
parate PCC for Telengana and with
the hope that the Indicate would
aIso concede it, Telengana leaders of
different hues have heen going about
quarrelling as to who should control
this new hody. While Mr Konda
Laxman, who floated such an orga-
nisation some months ago, would
],ike his organisation to be recognised
as the PCC, Dr Chenna Reddy, wllO
is his rabid opponent, suggested
another procedure for electing an
entirely new body. Mr V. B. Raju.
who .is now sitting on the fence.
advocated a third method. Mr
Brahmananda Reddv's group announ-
ced that three-fourths of the' present
PCC members from the Telengana
region are opposed to a separate
PCc. If really three-fourths of them
<lre sl1pporting him, then whv should
not he allow the formation of a
senaral-e PCC?

Then. within the Praia Samit.i it-
self. the bogey that it is being domi-
nated by Reddis has been ra.ised and
<1section led by one of the vice-
presidents of the' Samiti has walked
out.

It is in the background of all th.is
that the threat to restart the agit<l-
tion in January has to be iudged.
The calculation of the leaders is that
students will complete the~r examina-
tions and be free to jump into the
:fray. VV'hether .they wm do so 'is
highly cloubtful.

would get land on the lines of the
crash programme of the Chief
Minister! "

The CPMcannot be accused of
any such deviat~ons for the simple
reason that it does not take part in
any mass activity that could give
them any scope to deviate one way
or the other. Of course, they are
talkirig ~n terms of marching the
agricultural labourers and poor pea-
sants to the Assembly in February
(after accusing JVf r Dange of gim-
micks like marching people to
Parliament) .

Telengana Camp
The, separate Telengana camp is in

a hopeless mess. After spitting fire
and fury for a few months, the agi-
tators turned off the heat but con-
tinue to blow hot to give an impres-
sion that they remain as serious as
before. They have placed themsel-
ves in the embarrassing position of
supporting the Prime Minister at the
Centre and opposing her follower,
Mr Brahmananda Reddy, at the
State level. Secondly, now that
people's response to their calls for
agitations and bands is thinning out
(since they (10 not see a separate

Telengana here and now) they want
to pull out of the agitation honour-
ably, without giving the impression
that they have given it up.

The present aim of the leaders of
the movement is not a separate Telen-
gana here and now but a sepa-
rate Telengana Pradesh Congress
Committee. Dr Chenna Reddy has
convened a Telengana-wide conven-
tion for January to elect a new body
of the Praja Samiti with authority
and direction. The purpose is to
take off the movement from ag.ita-
tional rails and place it on the organi-
sational loine. -Th,e plan is simple:
a separate fPCC will place in its
hands the power to select candidates
for the 1972 general elections and
this would make it poss.ible to choose
such candidates as would suit their

Ollr (lgent at Varanasi
MANNALAL DAS
n-~.l)/~21 A T;!n(!';!mh;!ri
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under preparation, its contents did
not remain secret to the zamindars or
perhaps the Ministry itself informed
them of what was going to happen.
Within a short time illegal transfers
of land properties shot up in every
district. The zamindars and their
revenue officers invented numerous
tcchniCJues of illegal transfer. False
documents were prepared and lands
were shown even in the names of dis-
tant relatives, serva'nts and pets. In
North Bengal, a zamindar kept seve-
ral acres of land in the name of his
favourite anima!.1 In the Parganas
a khet majur made a ,ery biting
comment on such transfers. He said:
"Although my master has raped my
wife and kept us in starvation, in
his document I am, now an owner of
ten acres of land, good heavens 1"2

Throughout these years, the Gov-
ernment intentionally remained silent
and when the zamindars gave the all-
cIear signal, it started a mock fight
against the wind. Thus by 1955,
when the Estate Acquisition Act was
actually put into operation, most of
the landlowners had succeeded in
dispersing their land through fake
transfers.

Although the Act fixed the ceiling
of cultivable land and homesteads
no limitation was placed on orchards,
tanks and fisheries and this encourag-

, ed the landowners to evict unwanted
bargadars. In every district evictions
went on' unabated. Knowing that, the
Government would never react, the
zamindars or jotedars forced their
rack-rented bargadars or neighbouring
small peasants to sign labour con-
tracts or "rna jur kabuliat". Those
who refused to YIeld to such pressures
were either killed or driven out. In
the Parganas, the N askars, the Baghs,
the Rays and other notorious jote-
dar families evicted many small pea-
sants and bargadars and flooded
thousands of acres of land wi th the
saline water of the Vidyadhari and
thus became owners of vast fisheries.H

'Interview: M11zaffar Ahmed (CPI-M).
~ Interview: Villagers of Dattapukur

(24-Parganas) .
" Interviews: Kshudiram Bhattacharya

IP
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The peasants of the scheduled castes
and tribes suffered most. According
to the Tenancy Act of 1885 none
could purchase their land without
the consent of the district magis.
trate or subdivisional officer. But in
both parts of the Parganas, the j'ote-
clars and rich peasants deprived them
of their land in a very inhuman way.

In almost all cases those people,
rommol}ly known as the Adibasis,
were offered liquor, drinking which
they temporarily, lost their mental
balance and signed sale deeds of
their land. In such documents they
were always shown with the t.itles of
higher castes. This ugly eXploitation
still continues in the Bongaon sub-
divisio'n and there the peasant orga-
nizat,ions of the CPI (M) and the CPI
are trying to fight it out.4

Apart from evictions, the miseries
of the landless peasants increased
manifold. In October 1952, the Go-
vernment imposed a levy on the pea-
sants for collection of foodgrains.
Outwardly there was nothing sinister
in the proposal but when the actual
operation began, almost all big jote-
dars and rich peasants hoarded their

'paddy and escaped the levy. Only
the small peasants and poor barga-
dars were victimised by the collec-
tors. Everywhere they were tortured
by the police. The words, "levy"
and "seize" created a stir in rural
Bengal and the Congress became
more unpopular. Thus eviction and
levy or the landowners and their
puppet Congress Government became
the peasants' targets of attack. On
July 17, 1952, the entire West Bengal
observed a 24-hour hartaI. Move-
ments against eviction and hoarding
continued. In the Parganas, skir-
mishes went on between the peasants
and jotedars at Haroa, Sandeshkhali,
Gosaba, Canning. Bhangar, Sonarpur,
Mathurapur and other Sunderban
areas. In some cases the jotedars
were force(f to surrender. For ins-

(CPI-M). Hemanta Ghosal (CPI-M). Sib-
das Bhattacharya (CPI-M) Yaqub Pailan
(SUC), Dcshhitaishi, July 11, 1969.

, Interview: AHt Ganguly and Gohillda
Dev (CPI).

lance, Debi Roychoudhury of Gur-
guria,:i who had so long oppressed
his peasants, this time tried to appease
them by throwing some concessions.
The latler forced him to leave his
estate. He then came to Calcutta
and in utter frustration committed
sUJicide.6 As the situation was tak-
ing an awkward turn, the Govern-
ment hurriedly passed an ordinance
against evictions in June 1954. Next
year it passed another Bill on land
reform. In both cases the peasants
were granted certain privileges but
they were not given any guarantee
against eviction and the declaration
regarding sixty-forty division of the
food-crops also proved to be a bluff,
because the Governmenti gave no
assurance that during the harvesting
season it would help the bargadars to
get their legitimate share (60 per
cent of the paddy). So jthe situa.
tion tended to deteriorate. In the
Parganas the jotedars carried on
evictions in a subtle way. They did
not drive out the bargadars but forc-
ed them to enter into labour con-
tracts whereby the latter would have
no claim over crops and henceforth
would work as ordinary day-Iabour-
ers.7 One typical characteristic oL
the Congress Government was that
its ·sense of duty was reawakened
only on the eve of the general elec-
tions. The same thing happened in
1957. As the general elections near-
ed, the number of "promises" also
increased. At a meeting Dr Roy, the
Chief Minister, said: "We the Can.
gressites believe in socialism. But we
do not want to hit the rich. We
however expect Ilha,t they will give
up a major portion of their wealth
in the interests of the poor. This
.is the eternal preaching of India".s
At Delhi, the then Congress Presi.
dent, Mr U. N. Dhebar, said: "The
Congress is serving the Indians with

• See Part 3 of this ~erie~, Frontiel', J anu-
ary 3.

• Interview: Yaqub Pailan (SUC).
7 Krishak Sabhar ltihas by Md. Abdulla

Rasul, p. 192.
• Jugantar, February 11, 1957.
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In spite of their best efforts -the
Congress leaders failed to win the
election and gave way to the United
Front, a composition of dlifl1erent
opposition parties, including the
cpr (M), CPI, RSP, SUC, BangIa
Congress, Forward Bloc etc.
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fresh movements broke out 111 Feb-
ruary, 1966. On February 16 about
2,000 students and peasants demons.
trated at the Bashirhat court and de.
manded supply of food rations and
kerosene. They also condemned po.
lice raids on hats and bazaars. The
police chased the demonstrators and
injured six by firing and causing the
death of Nurul Islam. \Vithin two
days trouble spread over the entire
Pargants. At Bongaon, Gobardanga,
Chandpara, Naihati, Baduria alld
Garia. violent crowds consisting most-
ly of students and peasants clashed
with the pol.ice, attacked the thanas
and set fire to the "black vans".
From March 5, the people of Nadia
also started a similar movement. o,n
that day a serious clash took place
at Krishnagar and the local .. DM
sent an SOS to Calcutta. As a result,
the city was placed under the army.
The Government arrested 30 oppo.
sion leaders, including Mr Jyoti Basu,
Mr Somnath Lahiri and Mr .latin
Chakravarty. On March 9 the peo-
ple observed hartal in every district.
On that day tension reached its clio
max. Fierce f.jgl1ting betlween the
police and people caused many
deaths. In industrial areas, hundreds
of factory workers joined the demons-
trators and a large number of them
sacrificed their lives.l3 The move-
ment continued up to the middle of
March. The Prime Minister, Mrs
Indira Gandhi" instructed Mr Sen
to appoint a high power commission
to enquire into the causes of the "dis.
turbances" .14

The fourth general election was
approaching. In order to influence
the ignorant voters of rural areas,
the Sen Ministry withdrew levy, cor.
doning and other restrictions on food.
grains. But the villagers did not
b,enefit from the measures. The jote.
dars, rice' mill owners, hoarders and
blackmarketeers had Jucr<ttive busi-
ness in paddy. Naturally the food
problem became more acute and the
deficit in the government's collection• Ibid, February 18, 1957.

10 Memorandum of the Communist Party
ofJndia, 1959, p. 78.

U Jugantar, ,september 2-4, 1959.
1.Ibid, August 25, 1959.
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the devotion and sincerity of a de-
voted wife."l1

However, the devotion of the de.
voted wife disappeared affer the elec-
Lions, and she again turned into a
prostitute.

In 19:>9, the Communist Party of
\Vest Bengal sent a memorandum to

,-~ the President of India and warned
him about the ill.faLe of the Can.
gress in the State. The memorandum
also contained charges against some
Ministers. It said: "Among those
who have resorted to benami trans-
fers are Sri Hemchandra N askar,
Sri Ardhendu N askar, Sri Hrishikesh
Tripati, a near relation of the Ca-
binet Minister, Sri Ajoy Mukherjee,
a near relation of Sri Jadabendra
Panja, the President of the West
Bengal PCC, Sri Khagen Das, Con-
gress MLA and Srimati Ila Palchou-
dhury, Congress MP." ... "They have
effected fakc transfers of thousands
of acres of land in the names of their
friends and relations."lo

From August onwards fresh trou.
ble broke out all over the province.
Up to September 2, at least 7,776
persons were imprisoned in different
districts. On September 3, the city
of Howi-ah was placed in the hands
of the army and there 17 people
died of bullet injuries. The people
of Calcutta also experienced some
ghastly incidents.ll

As a result of Dr Roy's misrule the
number of dependents on test relief
increased from I ~ lakhs to 5 lakhs and
the deficit of food grains showed a
sharp rise.12 Nothing concrete was
done for tht'l common people.
On the contrary they were left to
suffer and starve. During the follow
ing years jotedars, hoarders, black-
marketeers and other anti-social ele-
ments turned the State into a paradise
of their own choice. Mr Prafulla
Sen, who had meanwhile succeeded
Dr B. C. Roy, pursued the same old
policy of 'see and sleep". As a result,
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Violence is the order of the day.
Specially in a city which has turned
wmmunist. This is what we are told.
And that is something to think over.
There are some people who -justify
violence as the communist way of
life. Marxists preach violence, and
the anti-Marxists are happy to note
tha,t Calcutta, the stronghold of the
communists is stewing .in its own
juice. These people do not count,
because they are anti-Marxists with.
out knowing Marxism. But there are
some, avowedly Marxists, who too
justify violence as the necessary way
of life. They are not worried that
the test cricket boisterously continued
even when half a dozen of k~ds
were trampled dead. They are not
botheTcd that people killed an old - .~
woman on the flimsy suspicion that
she might have been a child-lifter.
It is good, they say, that Calcuttans
are being toughened up, that they
do not: get sentimental over a few un-
happy deaths. Violence is to be wel-

~(udenti and the police or between
student. and students; near offices
between political affiliates; near fac-
tories betwecn unions; near cinemas
between workers and management;
near restaurants between strikers and
customers; in residential areas bet-
ween dubs and clubs. But nobody
minds. unless directly hit. One does
not even report the incident: back
home. The reporter does not remo-
tely' expect that his story will be
frontpaged unless the police succeed
in murc1er.inghalf a dozen. Thc policc
wait to see if the violence dies down
by itself. The hawkers refuse to be
unnecessarily panicky and lose busi-
ness. Only the public buses are the .•..
only indicator these days of violence;
when one sees a double-decker squeeze
through a bye-lane, one suspects that
somewhere in the city it is happening.
But that doe~ not mean that life has
stopped. The roads are chockful of
people even if two hundred yards'
away acid bulbs are being merrily
thrown in. Even girls, unlike Mr
Sushil Dhara's confidantes, go by the
opposite p'avement while on the other
a fellow is being slogged by iron-rod- ' "-
wielding crooks.

*

the police detected persons deta.ined
under the P.D. Act in all the inci-
dents between January 3 and 7.
,The release of the suspects was not

however an isolated matter in "Vest
Bengal. All the persons detained
under the Act wcre released over
thc length and breadth of the conn-
try. But leaving aside the ferocity
of the clashes in Calcutta, not a
single incident involving P.D. sus-
pects has been reported from any
quarters other than West Bengal.

What should be the deductions?
Judging by the record in the rest of
thc country, can't it be said that the
criminal procedure code is quite effi-
cient to keep a check on criminals?
There are enough ways provided in
the code for restraining the anti-social
elements. How come they are given
free hand-bulbs, bombs and all in
Calcutta? It is difficult to suddenly
draw a conclusion that the Calcutta
Police have become fossilized, as
The Statesman reports a Home De-
partment spokesman as saying. There
can be only one hypothesis. The
police are giving the anti-socials an
indulgence so that the Home Depart-
ment is led to think that an oreli-
nance substitut;ing the 'P.D. Act is
absolutely n'ecessary to control the
miscreants. Since the P. D. Act or
ordinance is operated by the Home
Department itself, the next inference
cannot but be that the Home Min.is-
ter is himself g-uilty of the ihdulg-ence,
After all, his fondless for the extant
Act is not unknown; it had been so
handy for rounding up political r.ivals
outside the front.

* *
Calcutta. is a violent city. No use

denying it. And the city has grown
accustomed to it. The forms that
this violence can take are all old.
The reports it produces, however
creative the reporters are, are old.
The dry humour of the columnists
it provokes is old. The callousness
with which the cityfolk view it is old.
'Vhat is something new is that it can
occur anywhere in the city. No loca-
lity, as in the past, is today immune
from violence, whether it is Sunny
Park or Darjipara. This :is haopening
everywhere; near colleges between
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Calcutta Diary

JAN 3. Members of the clubs,
. Running Bullet and Pragati

Sangha, clashed near Chitpore. Soda-
watcr bottles, brickbats, crackers used.
Shops looted. Belongings of pas-
sers-by snatched. Public transport
diverted. Pol.ice fired 21 rounds of
tear gas. 20 hurt!, 16 arrested.

Jan 4. 10 men armed with daggers,
bombs, iron rods, attacked a house
near Dhapa where peasant leaders
were preparing a list of peasants in
Dhapa. One died, 8 injured. Retal.ia-
tion. Gunfire from a house. Shops
looted. Two houses burnt. Police
fired tear gas. A gun, 17 cartrides,
a dagger seized. 13 arrested.

Jan 5. Severe clashes at Burratola,
Goabagan, Shovabazar, Be1gachia. Cra-
ckers, acid bulbs, lathis used. Com-

.plete disruption of 1.ife.Streets black-
ed out. Public transport diverted.
Police lathi-charged, four arrested.

Jan 6. Clashes, started yesterday,
continued.

Jan 7. Two groups clashed at
Sankar Basu Road, Chetla. Two

. young men died.
This list is not meant to corro-

borate the BangIa Congrcss charge
that Calcutta or, for that matter,
West Bengal has gone lawless.
Neither is' it intendcd to facilitate the
Organization Congress Ito observe a
Bengal Day. All the same, it re-
mains a fact that Calcutta witnessed
raw violence for five consecut.ive days,
wh5ch is something unusual, even 'for
Calcutta, espedally because one inci-
dent was not connected wit11 the
other. There is one facet in addition
which is common to all these inci-
dents and that does appear to be
significant.

On December 31 the Preventive
Detention Act lapsed and all the
detained persons were released. The
incidents in Calcutta as detailed
above occurred immediately after. It
could have been a fallacy of post
hoc ergo propter hoc to say that the
v.iolence was causally related to the
release were it not for the fact that



an enormous increase in employment
and accumulation, and hence, in the
rate of growth of capital. "It is
striking", as Reynolds remarked
(Oxford Economic Papers, March
1969), that a LDC which adopts a
socialist form of organisation (as
Cuba, China) moves quickly from
labour surplus to a labour shortage
position",

We have already seen that if the
wages are reduced below a certain
low level, the proportionate decrease
in output is more than that of p~o-
portional decrease in wages. Simi.
larly at h.igh wages the proportion-
ate decrease in output is less than
the proportionate decrease in wage.
Thus, there. happens to be a level
where the cost of labour inputs is
minimum and hence, the surplus is
maximum. Let us assume that the
wage in a certain sector of the eco-
nomy is 100% higher than this level.
If wage in the sector is reduced by
half, the fall in output will be less
than half. This loss of output can
be compensated by creating addi-
tional employment in the sector at a
wage level which gives minimum cost
of labour inputs. The wage bill for
the additional employment will ob.
viously be less than what is saved on
account of reduction of wages. Thus,
a redistribution of available jobs
among a larger number of persons in
this manner not only creates addi-
tional employment but also increases
the rate of accumulation. It is need-
less to emphasize that high wages are
conspicuous in the government sec-
tor in India. "Many an overpopu-
lated country deserves to be
censured", says Georgescu-Roegen
(Analytical Economics), "not because
it has a large bureaucracy but be-
cause its entire government class has
a high standard of living amidst
poverty".

Increasing Nationalisation
Since only a part of the surplus is

invested in the private sector while
the whole of it is invested in the
public sector, ari increasing nationali.
sation (without compensation) of
the material means of production,
ceteris paribus, will mean a higher

does not lead to a revolution. Vio_
lence without an achievable purpose
is anarchy that defeats violence amI
revolution. No Marxist welcomes
violence; he has to accept it when
he exhausts all the other alternatives
to obtain his goal. That he turns
violent i:; because the exploiters leave
him no other al~ernative. It .is not
his choice.

FRONTIER

ance by the latter is understandable
because of the subsistence level of
wages .in the underdevclopccl econo-
mies. The employers on their part
would not like the wages to decline
below a certain level becJtlse the pro-
portionate decline in output will be
greater than the proportionate decline
in wage costs due to a sharp decline
in efficiency following wage-cuts.
Such joblessness as is due to the in-
equitous economic system is 'involun-
tary' unemployment which in general
usage is termed as unemployment.
Hence, given the institutional set-up,
employment is an increasing function
of the stock of material means of pro-
duction and hence, ending unemploy-
ment and disguised unemployment is
a long-term process. Here the short-
run employment objective comes in
sharp conflict with long-run employ-
ment objective. It isno wonder then
that in almost all plans and pro-
grammes of underdeveloped econo-
mies, employment creation has come
to be looked upon as a by-product 01
the growth of capital (i.e., ma terial
means of production).

However, if an organisational and
institutional 'change is brought about
so that employm_ent is not restricted
by the conaition of maximisation of
individual profits but is allowed to
increase till the total output in the
economy is maximum, and if per
capita consumption is kept constant
(in the shoft period), there will he

A Plea For Growth Tllrough
EmploYlnent

comed, even when one is trying to
get in or out of a public transport.
There are slogans written on walls
over the city thatl there cannot be
revolution without violence. But the
question is, ~vhat good violence if it
slices off heads without disturbing
the existing set-up? There cannot
be a revolution without violence,
true enough. But mere violence
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PRADHAN H. PRASAD

INDIA h~s an underdeveloped eco-
nomy 111 the S~l1SC that there IS

predominance of the phenomenon of
disguised unemployment. When a
person finding that there arc no johs
outside his own business, shares the
work on the family farm or firm
(without bringing about· an increase
in the output of either), he is said
to be disguisedly unemployed. Out.
put does not increase as the family
farm or firm is saturated with family
labour. The owner of the material
means of production (one who em-
ploys labour from outside his own
family) refuses to take on an addi-
tional person not because output will
not increase but because the addi-
tional output will be less than the
wage cost of the additional employ.
ment. The owner, in a capitalist

. set-up, is interested not in maximis.
ing the output but in maximising his
profit. If he were to get (or say, ac-
cumulate by way of saving) additional
material means of production, it
would result in I,additional iCmploy-
ment only to the extent it brings him
maximum profit. Thus, there is a
certain demand for labour in view
of the stock of material means of
production but if supply of labour
exceeds the demand a situation of
joblessness (at the existing wage rate)
reJ1J.lts. Even then the wages (price
'of labour) do ·not tend to decline be-
cause of the resistance both by em-
ployees and employers. The resist-
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produced for export alone. The eli.
mination of the use of luxury goods
and luxury use of commodities is one
of the strategic requirements for the
cause of development. It is tragic.
that this aspect of developmental
planning has altogether been neglect-
ed by our planners in India. During· -
the two decades of our so-called plan-
ning, there has been conside>rable
waste of resources in the government
sector in the shape of stately man-
,ions, air-conditioning and the luxu-
rious furnishing of government build-
ings, the use of luxurious cars and
television, etc. A strong case can also
be made out in favour of efforts to
develop such technological innova-
tions as are of capital-saving nature,
unlike in the Western countries
where the innovations are of a labour-
saving nature.

Such a policy for growth with full
employment involves a complete ins-
titutional transformation of the eco-
nomy. Yet we believe that tinkenng
with economic planning, as is brIng ,..,.~
done by the Planning Commission
and our government, will make nei-
ther for adequate employment nor ..,
adeyuate growth. An equitable wage,
structure, elimination of non-wage iIl-
come, substitution of luxury goods
by wage goods, adjustment of tech-
nique of production to relative scarci-
ties of labour and capital-these are
essential conditions of growth with
full employment in an under-develop-
ed economy. When these conditions
are fulfi.lled, one will be able to look
forward to a non-corrupt system as
well as a non-corrupt administrative ,..
set-up which is so essential for econo-
mic prosperity and the existence of
an organised society.

cess gives a premium to acqulSltlve-
ness which happens to be a contri-
butory factor in causing widespread
corrupt practices. The system, thus,
finds itself operating in th~ ..absence
of an incorrupt administration: The
much talked of inefficiency with which
the public sector in India is saddled
today is a by-product of the institu-
tional set-up within which the sys-
tem operates.

All these lead up to the conclusion
that there need not be a conHict bet-
ween short-run employment objec-
tive and development. Employment
creation need not be looked upon
only as a by-product of growth of
capital unless one accepts the insti-
tutional constraint. If no such cons-
traint is there, the institution of pri-
vate ownership of the means of pro-
duction happens to be the first
casualty. A redistribution of employ-
ment among a larger number of per-
sons mainly by reducing wages and
narrowing down the wage differen-
tials is one of the musts in ,the realm
of economic policies. It is said that
the principle of fixation of salaries
ill the government sector in India in
the post-independence era has usually
been based on the principle laid
down in the report of the British
Royal Commission on the Civil Ser-
vice (1953-55). But this is a princi-
ple which is meant for advanced capi-
talist economies. The: principle whi!;;h
is more relevant as well as more ob-
jective in a situation such aSIours is
th€: one which was referred to by the
Varadachariar Pay Commission 1957
and the Bihar Pay Revision Com-
mittee (1961-64). According to this
principle, the extra wage which is
paid to skilled labourer (over and
above the wage of unskilled labourer)
is such that it leads to repayment of
the total cost of training plus thel

wages forgone (during the period of
training). On this basis the highest
salary worked out by the Bihar Pay
Rivision Committee comes to about
Rs. 307 per month whereas Rs. 75 is
taken as the' average monthly wage
of an unskilled labourer. There is
also a strong case for the elimination
of the production of luxury goods
except those labour intensive ones

rate of growth of capital. Lastly, it
also follows from economic analysis
that a reduction in the consumption
of luxury goods and luxury use of
commodities increaser> the rate' of ac-
cumulation.

Existence of the institution of
capitalism is a drag on accumulation.
Apart from those disguisedly unem-
ployed, there are others who (in the
absence of employment oportunities)
for their survival engage in produc.
tion activities where the gross output
is invar,iably zero and the net output
always negative. The manufacture
of spurious commodities and imita-
tion and adulteration practices are a
common feature of such economies.
All such manifestations (where the
net product of labour is negative)
due to absence of gainful employ-
ment opportunities are an obvious
drag on accumulation and economic
prosperity.

Absence of gainful employment
opportunities also gives rise to a class
of out-of-work-thc class that is asso-
ciated with anarchism and violence.
An additional use of resources
(which otherwise could have aug-

mented accumulation) is required to
guard organised society against such
anarchism and violence. In India
over the period 1960.68, the propor-
tionate increase in the per capita ex-
penditure over 'police' has been equal
to that of proportionate increase in
per capita income.

Anarchism and violence, apart
from being a drag on accumulation,
pose a threat to any organised society.
If the existence of an organised so-
ciety is a norm, the case for eradica-
tion of unemployment also stands on
its own and is not merely incidental,
to accumulation. The existence of
the situation of joblessness is the
major cause of the present-day chaotic
social condition in India. Regional-
ism, tribal unrest, caste tensions,
communal riots, increasing lawless- .
ness and student indiscipline etc (lea-
ding to destruction of wealth and pro-
perty) can be, by and large, traced
to the absence of job opportunities.
It also contributes :to favouritism
and nepotism. The sense of inse-
curity that is generated in the pro-
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Oh ! fro Be In Bangalore !

u

Name it, we have'it
Bangalore is a place where one ~an

do all the things one has dreamt of'
dO,ing, Golf? ~ishing and boating?
Wmdow shoppmg? just throwing:
mone,y about? Get roaring drunk?:
Formcate? You name it, we have
it. But do everyth.ing decorously.
Bangalore is about the only place
where one can go to the devil like a ~
gent~eman, Behold this distinguished,
lookmg old man, wearing old-fashion-
ed tweeds with a waistcoat, the tie.
rather worse for the wear, but someJ
how adding to his distinguished ap}
pearance. He speaks perfect Eng~
lish. and informs you that his wife'
and six of his children have not'
eaten anything for a week, and could
you help him to buy some bread?
Even the substance of his demand:
li~e his dress and speech, is Edwar~
dIan, a situation almost OUt of a'
'Wodehouse novel. Our city cherishes
s,!ch characte,r~ even when they tell'
~Ifferent stones on different occa.
SIOns. The. beggar in this touris~
1a~d plays hIS role. When you pare
WIth your rupee (nothing less, fo~
that would be against the touris'
ethic), ~ou feel grateful, gratified.

SometIme back, the Government a
~ysore bought a lot of space in'some
Calc~tt.a ne;vspapers to tell us thaC
the clImate of Bang<;tlore,till theri
k.nown to be bracing in the conveni
tIonal sense, was equally beneficial t9
large industries as well. Th~s is in ~
sense true; Bangalore is about the
only 1ar?"e city with a considerabl(!
populatIOn of industrial labour thaI
h~s been singularly free from an1
km? of serious unrest. Since it it
llQI~kelythat capitalists (of the Stat~
vaf1~ty, ~r the private variety) ar~
te,rnbly m love with the people oj
Ba?galore, the reason for this tran;
qUII ~tate should be found not in the
espeCIally favourable terms of em.
ploy~ent, but in the very nature 0:
the CIty, and to SOmeextent, in the
nature of the people of the city. I:'

old, weatherbeaten, faithful native
bearer, picturesque as hell, might res-'
pectfully inform you that his uncle's"
,uncle-in-law was Winston sabih's ~
personal orderly. I

in Bangalore, and the clubs ha"e ad-
mitted only the elite. Bangalore, the
clean city. Whatever way you maKe
the trip, neither the road from the
airport to the city, nor the immediate
enviorns of the railway station and
the bus stand provide the kind of
eyesores that make the good tourist
feel so bad. You do the rounds.
Visit the parks and the museums.
Gawk at the architectural monuments.
vVe even have a Rabindra Theatre
th~ugh I,have never heard of any
gomg-on m the place which would
shock Mother. But perhaps, you
would prefer to spend most of your
time ~n the 'cantonment'. area? Parts
of the cantonment were au t of bounds
to the natives in the not so remote
~ast; jim Crow operated efficiently
m. Bangalore in those days, and the
eVIdence remains even to this day in
the. very structure and organization of
vanous parts of this cantonment. Oh,
how terribly English the names are I
The very names of these suburbs
shoul~ make ~ member of the English
Speakmg Umon glow in nostalgia-
Cleveland Town, Richards Town ,
Murphy Town, Cox Town, Fraser
!own, Richmond Town, Campbell
Town, Langford Town, Austin Town,
Maclver Town-we have all of them
W~lsh, Scottish, English, Celtic, eve~
a feW'good hundred per cent Anglo-
Saxon names. ,Villas and bungalows
a?d lodges and parks abound in our
cIty; so f?r that I!1atter, crescents, cul-
de-sacs (If that IS the right plural),
courts and chambers. We have cathe-
drals , for the chosen faithful, St.
Mark s for the Protestants, St. Patrik's
fo~ the C~tholic. One of the signs of
thIS EnglIshness of the city is that it
has never served as the starting point
of anecdotage in Cheltenham; Ban-
galore is not associated with the
path~ticaIIy ~omic 'Anglo-Indian' of
the lIghter kmd of English fiction.
O~ the contrary, even now, you
ll1.1ghtcome aCross reiVerent whis-
pers about Winston Sahib, and the
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OH 1 To be in Bangalore And
drink Bangalore beer 1" Thus,

one might sing, and the original song,
even translated thus, would lose noth-
ing of its nostalgia, its travel-pustel'
slickness. Bangalore is a lovely place,
particularly if you are on a short
visit, lovely still, if you are rich, or
even middle class. So many people
have spoken to me about the beauties
of Bangalore, about the cIednliness,
the order and discipl)ne you see in
the crowds there, the politeness of the
people and their hospitality, that I
sometimes wonder if they are speak-
ing about the same town that I, lett
ten years ago.

Bangalore, the city of parks and
gardens; the city where every trafhc
Island is a lovely little garden, with
neat, well maintained fIowerbeds
with verbena and phlox and huge:
heavy daliahs pendantly swingmg.
Bangalore, the city with the nicest
kind of weather outside California.
A city where water never logs, where
garbage dumps do not offend your
eyes, where innocent people are not
beaten to death on suspicion 01 be-
ing child-lifters. In fact, children are
never lifted in Bangalore, except - tu
be shown affection, and given a non.
drugged lolly. We are very decorous
there. Extremely well behaved. Po-
lite like hell. Even the idiom of our
l'anguage is specially structured to
ooze politeness. Fortunately, most of
my readers don't know Kannada, so
I can spare the details. But even
without my boosting, Bangalore pros-
pers, progresses forward.

Bangalore is also terribly English.
Pukka sahib town. One of the
towns, incidentally, to have figured
in The Times crossword puzzle, fea-
tured regularly for us by our own
pukka English newspaper of another
pukka English town, But Calcutta is
no more the Calcutta of the good old
days, what with mobs swarming all
over t?e place, villagers swimming in
exclUSIvepools, But we are exclusive
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numbers, by the inevitable contradic-
tions among them, would c~use .c n-
flict, chaos; in a very prosaic sense,
even slums. And our city does possess
the slums, notwithstanding the image.
Take a bus to Blackpally (known as
Shivaji Nagar now), and head north,
north west from the Russel market,
just along the beef market; or walk
around the stretch of lanes east of -rt1'e
City bus stand, along and into the
area known as tho Bamboo bazaar; go
to Shoolay, down the bund, beyond
the arrack shops; or even, close to
that cynosure of all the tourists. The
Lal Bagh, there is a village called
Kanakana Palya, a village which ~s
now swallowed by the suburb of _
J ainagar. But we hide our sores de-
corously, and we try harder to Im-
prove. But why do I complain? It
is certainly not personal gripe, for I,
left the place voluntarily. What I
think annoys one about Bangalore is
the sheer smugness of the place, the
way the place seems to burst at the
seams. I was there last year; but
could stay for a day before the place
became unbearable. One felt suffo.
cated. The extremely condescending
kind of enquiries one received, f
other places; the constant drawing of
attention to signs of opulence ail
around; the proliferation of architec-
tural monstrosities, next only to
Delhi, the crowds, so vacuous. I
bought the Diwali number of a popu-
lar magazine and found that the
smart intellectuals of Kannada
Land had written light verse on
'Gherao'. Gherao', one was given to
understand, was the latest thing front
'out there'. It was thought to be very
funny, you could see the sides of aill
the smart people splitting in laughter.

Bangalore is in many ways admi-
rably suited to be the capital of a
State. Like New Delhi, a city which
it resembles in many ways, it IS the
never-never land. If the function of
the administration is to be as little
as possible in contact with the people
for whom it is supposed to adminisi~r,
Bangalore has indeed achieved the
apotheosis of this concept. Sociolo-
gists have noted the dominant role
caste plays in the politics of tJm..State;
ideology, if any, as our editor once

Smug City
But is this the whole of Bangalore ?

Bangalore is one of the seven cities
in India with a population exceeding
a million. A million people, people
of every kind, by the sheer weight of

and b_eing led by the people of the
State, except for Kagod. Part of the
explanation of course lies in the in-
tense feudal loyalty that prevailed
there; Mysore State is still one of the
places where you cannot get away
with criticising the Maharaja. We
did believe in degree' there, and with.
out going into \ the question whether
such devotion to 'degree' was justi-
fied or not, it is nonetheless true that
it has left a mark upon the character
of the people, particularly the middle
classes. And so, except in ~he rare
instances where a movement is led by
the people outside the middle classes,
all other movements have only. been
characterised by different degrees of
loyalty to the ruling interests. The
fact that now the Congress party has
displaced the old royal dynasty has
not meant any change in the nature
and substance of politics, there; one
still swears by the King, metaphori-
cally speaking. Bangalore is essen-
tially, a town belonging to- this old,
tradition of loyalty, and not all the
new immigrants have ever been able
to make any impact. One sometimes
hears complaints from the 'original
inhabitants' of Bangalore-to wit,
that they have been displaced, that
their city swarms with outsiders, that
Kannada is the language of amino.
rity in the city etc. All this is true;
but the Kannada speaking minority
has itself achieved a kind of sweet.
revenge upon those 'outsiders'; these,
in many respects, are even more Ban.
galorean, more peacable, more bovine,
than even the natives. Take the
most fier)' revolutionary from a place
with a glorious revolutionary tradi-
tion, and transplant him in Banga-
lore; within five years, you would

. see him anxiously 'trying tv improve
his lot, extremely well.informed about
real-estate values, casting envious eyes
upon a \corner~side', his mind full of
designs' for the most 'ultra-modern'
domestic architecture.

FRONTIER

is difficult to generalize about the,
latter, for, for one thing, the labour
population of the city is not homo-
geneous. Large chunks of 'outsiders'
are employed in the factories, though
these are all mostly from other south-
ern States. Still, I will put my neck
out and make a few observations
about the people of the city, parti-
cularly its natives. I cannot claim to
belong to Bangalore, or even, strictly
speaking, to Mysore State. 1 lived
and worked in the city only for six
years, and I am not a native speaker
of the language. But even during
those six years, both as a student and
as a wage-earner, what struck one was
the almost' total absence of any kind
of radical thinking among the people
one came into contact with. Not that
there were no issues; but -instine;..
tively, one played safe. YoU' take,
say a State like West Bengal or Assam;
the struggle in these areas is not
merely a current one, it has a long
tradition, not) all of it later-day crea-
tions of -convenien,t tricks of memory.
In the Kannada Land, the only strug-
gle I could remember of pre-indepen-
dence days was the 'peasant struggle
of Kagod, and the essence of that
struggle was the peasant demand that
the landlord -should accept 60% of
the produce, while till then' ills
customary share had been 70 %.
The - demand- was considered ex-
tremely radical and the movemenl-
was suppressed with great violence.
Another peasant agitation I remem-
ber, for the abolition of the jodidar
system, according to which a si~ge
individual or a ~mall group owned
whole villages and lands coming un-
der their revenue juristiction; a no-
minal tax would be paid to the gov-
ernment by the jodidar, and he m
turn could levy exorbitant taxes from
peasants; who of 'course did share-
cropping as well, according to' terms
scarcely advantageous to them: But
this agitation was mainly confined to
a part of the State which, though ad-
ministratively part of Mysore, was cul-
turally outside it; so was the rank
and file of the movement as well as
the leadership. But I cannot remem-
ber any completely indigenous radical'
movements, having their orgin in,
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'·Funny" Language

quence in which Humphrey Bogart
and Tim Holt sit awake to keep vigil
on one another is astir with pa,ssion.
'With the chilling Sierra "wind bel-
lowing in the' backgroundi_the. scene
casts a hypnotic spell on the audience.
The violence in this film has almost
a purifying eITect and the visual
building_up is always lithe and re-
freshing, with the Mexican landscape5
put to most effective use on the
screen. The music, a bit overdone at
places, has a haunting quality_ The
performances of the trio, Humphrey'
Bogart as the tough guy, Tim Holt
as the suave, delicate young fellow
and "Valte'r Huston as the mature,
experienced gold-hunter, and also of
the minor characters, specially the
Mexican types, are absolutely flawless.

Out For The Kill

BAAZI (directed by Moni Bhatta-
charya) has been advertised as

the adaptation of Murder In The
'Cathedral, Although it has a host of
murders and a couple of cathedrals
in it anyone attempting to stretch the
similarities between this gushing non-
sense and Eliot's period tragedy' any
further is sure to be misled. An
ordinary murder storY' told with
tedious lack :of pace, it has Dhar-
mendra as a po1ic~ official called
upon to investigate the death of the
uncle of 'W'aheeda Rehman whom he
loves. The murder has an insurance
angle and it soon turns out that the
whole thing has been faked to pull
a fast one over the insurance com- Letters
pany. Much misunderstanding and
suspic~on follow, leading to the fiery
finale of a machine-gun duel between
Dharmendra and the crimillals, at
the end of which the real culprit is With the full knowledge that the
unmasked. Johnny Walker as the in- public reception to the visiting dele-
surance detective, the nosey parker gates from Viel!nam was organised
of the piece, does his bit with the by the Communist Party of India,
usual horsey gusto and Helen- I went to the meet.ing to have
Waheeda in the Snow-White ballet is a glimpse of the heroes of a small
a perfect summing up of the_Bombay country fighting so heroically against
absurdities. the US imperialists. 'TIhe whole show
~hn Huston's The Treasure Of had the appearance of a film shooting

Sierra Madre (recently screened in --girls dressed in the traditional
Calcutta) is a, terrifying saga of h11- Hindu way with lighted lamps in
man greed told through compelling their hands were waiting for the dele-
images with a harsh, virile style. gates. At the other end the famed
Three America,ns, all of them bums KPAC (controlled by CPI people)
of varying kinds, go in -for gold_ were blaring out popular filmi songs,
digging in Mexico during the early perhaps to heighten the revolutionary
twenties and the story is built on the spirit of the audience. At last the
development of their characters guests along with the Chief Minister
through their contact with the yeJIow came to the dais. The Chief Minis-
metal. Paradoxically enough, Huston ter, while praising the V.ietnam peo-
has succeeded in putting across the pIe's fight, scrupulously abstained from
tragic undertones of the story. in a denouncing the USA in strong terms.
cheerful comic style. - The powerful It was perhaps in keeping with the
portrayal of the gradual, cree\ilin~ mood of 'the audience that when
and menacing growth 'Of gold-lust the chief of the delegat.ion began to
inside the human souls' and "the con- • speak in Vietnamese, the CPI revo-
sequent breakdown of communication lutionaries began to laugh. You
between the characters are a remark. ~ know why? To them the language
able example of Huston's"deep' psy- sounded funny. No wonder. They
('hologic'll insight. In fact, the se- _came to see the fireworks at the end

te, is strictly for the birds. Thus,
it is appropriate that the present
president of the Congress party should
be from this State, indeed from that
region of the State of which Banga-
lo~e is the 'spiritual' centre; appro-
pnate .that the greatest disaster the
. has had to endure in many years

.has been the death of some -race horses.
In modem Kannada literature,

Bangalore has no place. I can
think of only two writers who
wrote about Bangalore creative-
ly, and both these (Kailasam
and K. V. Iyer) were imm.igrants. For
excellence in writing, one not merely
has to leave the physical locale of
Bangalore, but even its people, and
go to other areas, North Karnatak
the hilI areas, the coast; which anI;
reinforces the point I am trying to
~ake about the general debilitating
Impact of Bangalore upon its people.
The bracing climate itself might in-
duce the indifference, this soulless-
ness. It is not as if there is a lot of
. • and big money; money and sin
r~ there, but in genteel proportions.

Conspi~~lOUS consumption is against
the clvlhzed ethos of Bangalore, its
phoney Englishness.

Oh I To be in Bangalore I To at-
tain release from the tensions of
modern India I Vietnam is not even
a name for the majority of people in
.Bangalore; gherao is a joke; Assam
IS a land where you have naked
N agas prancing round you, or where
you grow tea in your backyard. There
~ht be violence upon the roads
lsewhere; but in our city, the vio-

lence is only to horses. In the past
couple of years, fascism has taken
root, but this too may be expected
to blend into the Bangalore land-
scape, attain true decorousness the
dec?r?usness of a bepowdered,' be-
pen wIgged Regency pimp. Industria
diM, .is the motto being followed in
BangaIOl:e, an? if unpleasant things
h~l?pen 111 neighbouring States, or in
d.]s~ nt forbidden territories the
smart thing to do is to invite the
capitalists to come and invest ~n our
Own bc;fJ.!Jtiful city, our Own model
State. Oh I To be in lEangalore,
to work hard, to make money to
attain Nirvana!! '



JANUARY 17, 1970

Newtown Library,

Alipurduar, P.O.,

Dist . .Jalpaiguri,

West Bengal.

Our agent at Alipurduar

Mr SUBHAS BOSE,

different levels of the political sys-
tem since the conflict with China
illustrate the sort of capricious balanc-
ing-always accompanied by morali-
sing-which is characteristic of a poli-
tical structure more dependent upon
personal pulls than institutions. Ins-
itutions which could have countered
the pressure of personalities have not
yet struck deep enough roots to create
conditions in which the dumb milli-
ons will play a more positive and do-
minant role in the organisation of
political power. This has been res-
ponsible for growing frustration and
uncertainty among the politicians and
the people and explains many of its
other features such as lack of self-
confidence in the exercise of legiti.
mate power, personal corruption, avo-
idance of accountability and commit.
ment and a resort to high-sounding
jargon in explaining away issues of
major concern.

It is in this context of an eroding
and unstable structure of politics and
government that the political deve-
lopments since the fourth general
elections culminating .in the split in
the Congress and its impact on all
levels of the national hierarchy should
be viewed. It now rema.ins to be
seen if in a developing nation yet
struggling for political matur.ity and
exhibiting a loss of nerve in the exer-
cise of power, the changes flowing
from the split in the monolithic party
will provide proper correctives, lead
to a consolidation of the political
system, raise its sense of confidence
and efficacy and enable it to face the
mounting problems with courage
and determination.

SOMNATH BHATTACHARYYA

Santragachi, Howrah
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DANIAL LATIFI

Muslim Progressive Group
New Delhi

No Grass-Roots
Independent India inherited two

considerable national frameworks of
authority, an administrative bureau.
cracy and the Oongress organ~sation.
But neither of them had penetrated
to the lower leve~s of the national
hierarchy which had not been ex-
posed to politics. The country tried
to reach these levels through the
complementary instruments of go-
vernmental author~ty and patronage
and the ballot box. But it gave rise
to the dominance of a single party
incorporating within ~ts fold innume-
rable groups,. claims and pressures,
and mediation by important .indivi-
duals at various levels. .

These aspects of the. Indian polity
led to the absence of specific issues
and the abundance of genera1.ities in
our politics on the one hand and on
the other to an important role by in-
dividual personalities. It is not that
issues have never been firmly dealt
with. Many of the measures for
tackling the issues were the result of
intense pressures {it various levels
both from outside and within the
ruling party. But these pressures
came. not . so much from social
groups and i~terests as from within
the ranks of the politic.ians themsel-
ves. The autonomy -of politics from
social pressures and the predominance
of indiv.iduals and factions withiri it
are not simply a feature cif our poli-
tical life of any' one level. In vary-
ing degrees they characterise the en-
tire hierarchy,' with the personality
of the first Prime Minister setting
the pattern for the -organisation of
political power, asserting and reasser-
ing itself whenever it became neces-
sary to build new balances.

The story of shifts and purges at

This system is suitable of applica-
tion to other languages. We pro-
pose, ~n due course, to bring out in
the same script a rendering of some
"Bengali classics e.g. of Tagore and
Nazrul Islam.

Latinisation

One should recall Lenin's famous
phrase addressed to Comrade Aga-
maty..Ogly, Pres.ident 1 of tho All
Union Central Committee for Na-
tional Alphabets, that,

"Latinisation-the re~n lies the
great Revolution for the East"

Unfortunately this has been forgotten
in the land of its origin.

However in India many of us still
believe, as Subhas Bose did (v~de his
Presidential Address to the Indian
National Congress, 1938), that for
the solution of our problems of in-
tegration, illiteracy and backwardness,
latinisation or Romanisation of our
alphabets is imperative. The Hindi
typewriter has less than half the
speed of the Roman one, besides be-
ing bulkier and more expensive.
About Hindi linotype the less said
the better. The Hindi alphabet also
distorts the sounds of languages (like
Urdu) to which it has been applied.

Hence our effort to popularise the
Roman script for Urdu, and the-
product,ion of GazaLiAte GALlE.

The scheme 'of transliteration de-
serves notice because, for the first
time in the world, capital letters in-
stead of diacritical marks or special
symbols have been used to denote
long vowels and special (hard or
modified) consonants. Thus with-
out travelling outside the ordinary
fam.l1iar typewriter or Linotype key-
board a satisfactory orthography for
Urdu has been attained.

of the meeting and listen to the fam-
ed KPAO singers, not to the Viet.
namese delegates.

It was not strange either that when
the leader of' the delegation can ..•
duded his speech' with the slogaon
"Down with U.S. Imperialism", there
was nobody in the audience to pick
up the slogan, nor did the Chief M~n-
ister think it fit to get up and shout
through the mike "Down with U.S.
Imperialism". Perhaps he thought
that it would not be correct on his
part to shout like that.

M. N. D. NAIR
Trivandrum
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This is Milburn.
He was started on
Amulspray when he was
one month old.
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Amulspray Is made by the superior spray-
drying process (used for all baby foods in
the U.S.A.), which preserves milk protein
better.
Small wonder Amulspray has become
India's largest-selling baby food. within
just two years of its introduction.

Amulspray
an excellent substitute for mother's milk

,', .".~.:.:.:<.:.~.:.~.:;:;:.:.~.::~::.:.:.:.:-:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:................... , '"..........•.....................................•........................................••............ ..........................................................................•
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"Milburn took to Amulspray at once.
He doubled his birthweight by three months
and has kept up his progress ever since,"
says Mr. Melvyn D'Souza, proud father of 13-month-old Milburn.

Thousands of mothers are using Amul-
spray as a substitute for breast milk or
for supplementary feeds-right from
the first week.
Amulspray is a well-balanced. easier-
to-digest baby food. It contains more

\ growth-promoting "irotein for better
body development. It also has vitamins.
carbohydrates, minerals-in short
everything your baby needs for fast,
healthy growth.

)
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