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DESPITE all the paraphernalia of two separate organisations the two
Congress parties have not yet anything on record to show that the

split in the undivided party was more real than apparent. The tall pro-
mises of the Congress (R) have been so watered down in the past few
months that the party has become indistinguishable from the Congress (0) .
The battle over the t,wo yoked bullocks in symbolic; both are seeking
identification with the Congress that had a monopoly of power at the
Centre and in most of the States for two decades and is, therefore, wholly
responsible for the present pass. In Calcutta last week the Prime Minister
took umbrage at her party being called the new Congress because its
policies are no different from those of the undivided party. But the new
life she claimed to have been able to infuse in the party is yet to manifest
itself. The potitical impact of the selective natlionalisation of banks has
worn out and expectations of foiIow-up actions in multiple directions
withered away even before the Supreme Court verdict. In some of the
States where the Congress (R) is in power the Government remains as
despotic a' before and popular movements are being suppressed with no
less severity. The party is as much riven with factional quarrels and
personal ambitions as the parent organisation, and its difference from the
Congress (0) has been reduced to one of labels only.

. The bluff of a so-called split has, however, worked with the left
parties. They have allowed themselves to be caught in the / cleverly-seu

- trap and are engaged in a grand debate on the extent of radicalism of
the Congress (R). Almost all left parties barring the Naxalites are split
on this issue, and whatever may be their official lines, each of them has
developed a dissenting fringe. The CPI alone may be· an exception, for
it had prepared the ground for collaboration with the Congress long ago
by its discovery of progressive Congressmen who could be admitted to
the fold of a national democratic front. In the antics of the Congress (R)
the CPI finds a vindication of its thesis, and it is natural that the party
should be. all set to rally round Mrs Indira Gandhi. 1£ there is any
dissent in' the party, it is only over the timing and conditions of ~olla-
boration. But the left parties which have no such policy commitment
are also in a quandary. The SSP, which used to pride itself in being a
wholehogger in its opposition to the Congress, finds nothing wrong in
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collaborating with the "'Congress (0) ;
an influential section of the party
disagrees and would like a tie-up
with the other Congress. The rift in
the PSP came out in Baroda where
some of its leaders threatened to
quit if the dominant group carried
outJ its intention to cooperate with
the Congress (R). Even the CPM is
not unaffected, though it would seem
that after the support: extended to

. the mini-front government in Kerala
by the two Congress parties itJ should
have had illusions about neither. The
CPM continues to pledge its readiness
to climb on the overcrowded band-
wagon of Mrs Gandhi provided she
lives up to the Marxist trust in her
leadership. There are reports that
the CPM Politburo is no longer a
united body and the sudden air-dash
of Mr Sundarayya and Mr Jyoti
Basu to confer with Congress (R) lea.
ders in New Delhi was necessary to
impress the recalcitrants in the party.
I t does not strike the CPM leaders
that' their politics becomes suspect if
meetings of their highest policy.mak-
ing bodies are preceded by confabu.
lations with the Prime Minister and
the Union Home Minister.

'iNhether the split in the Congress
is genuine is open to doubt. But the
Prime lVlinister has eminently suc.
ceeded in splitting the left opposition
which is the biggest triumph of her
political career. Her success under.
scores the weakness of the established
left movement in the country. All
left parties barring the N axalites be.
lieve that the choice before them is
between the Congress (R) and the
Congress (0) : none is bold enough to
think that an altogether different
course can be pursued, that both
should be shunned as political un·
touchables. The days of anti·Con-
gressism are over. There could be
some justification for this change of
attitude as a political expedient,.
But the mere fact that left opinion is
overwhelmingly in favour of the Con-
gress (R) suggests that lure of office
is a far greater determinant. The
left parties are vying with one ana.
ther to share office with the Con.
gress (R), and a competition in cringe
has ensued. They are all caught in
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t~e pitfalls of parliamentary politics
and are . trying to come to power
through manoeuvres in Parliament.
The old faith in mass movement has
been _ discarded and a new reliance
placed on unprincipled alliances as
a means to political power. The
dangling carrot of office has exposed
the hollowness of leftJ professions.

Two Events
There is always a difference be-

tween the supreme court of the people
to which beloved Gandhians refer
and our Supreme Court, the uphold-
ers of a Constitution drafted by eld-
erly and tired men to whom pro-I
perty was one of the fundamental
tenets of life. For whatever it was,
partial bank nationalisation excited
even those who had never had.a bank
account. Mature politicians of the
left also went ga-ga over the mea-
sure which, at one stroke, seemed to
mark out the 'progressive' wing of
the Congress. But now even the
Prime Minister will, like the CPI (M) ,
speak of the limitations under which
she has to work her way towards so-
cial and economic justice and she will
receive some sympathy from the left.
It will provide another excuse to
rally round her.

The bank nationalisation act has
been struck down on the grounds of
'hostile discrimination' against the
14 banks and inadequate compensa-
tion. It is the latter thal! lies at the
crux of the matter because it involves
the right to property. It would be
wishful thinking to expect that, the
present composition of Parliament
being what it is, the Constitution
could be amended, though the de-
mand for such an amendment will
provide a militant battle cry. ''''hat-
ever principles are involved will have
to be compromised somewhat. Princes
will be heartened over their privy
purses and privileges. Meanwhile,
the less said about the upholders of
the Constitution the better: because
there are contempt laws.

The verdict of the Supreme Court
is serious, but what has happened in
Uttar Pradesh, the province of the

Prime Minister, is almosll a body
blow to her. Even an astute
tactician like her could not guess
the cynicism of Mr Charan Singh and
the desparate gamble of Mr C. B.
Gupta. It is almost a coup, within
the parliamentary framework. It was
Mr Charan Singh who had initiated
the fascinating game of defection and
had been welcomed too for his break
with \the diehard {Con~e<5S. His
latest act makes it clear that what
matters is power, not principles, in
the process that Mrs Gandhi set with
partial bank nationalisation. Uttar
Pradesh, being a key province in 4he
current battle of consolidation, the
ruling Congress will tread the gound
with more caution. Bihar too has be-
come an altogether uncertain propo-
sition, and the stability in Delhi is
crossed with question marks. But
will the lesson be learned-that it
would not do to waver between the
old and the new Congress, that the
situation in many parts of India is
ripe for a more radical alternative?
The two events, the Supreme Court
verdict and the palace revolution in
UP, will perhaps achieve the opposite
by strengthening the illusions about
the new Congress, now in danger.

Drafting The Plan
Itl is an anniversary of sorts. This

month will complete five years of
Fourth Plan-drafting. Draft, di~lft of
a draft, considerations towards the
formulation of a fresh draft, outline
of a further draft, and so on has his-
tory proceeded on itls remorseless
course. Other nations may move for-
ward to put economic plans into ac-
tion; not Indians. The preaching of
the Gita being the preflching of the
Gita, we are not interested in the
fruits of our endeavour; the be~aIl
and the end-all o~ our pleasure is in
the writing of economic plans.

Take a look at the latest specimen
which the Planning Commission un-
veiled last week, a near-Rs 25,000
crore edifice, and the internal ba-
lance of which has been, by some
s~eight of hand, swung violently. in
favour of the public sector. Given
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brute force, the -most effective way
of fighting him is to wear out his
patience. Time and again, the Viet-
namese revolutionary leaders have'
stressed. the need -to persevere with
unflagging determination. A Hanoi
message on the Tet celebrations,
which coincided this year with the
40th anniversary of the Lao Dong,
said: "The enemy has the strength of
steel. We have the power of perse~
verance." The Americans know this.
too, and there is already some doubt
abou t the, efficacy of the so-called
Vietnamization. The Foreign Rela-
tions Committee of the U.S. Senate
has released a report: by two special
observers waming against unduly op-
timistic assessments of the military
situation. That the Pent,agon itself
is not so sanguine is borne out by a
further disturbing fact. Several in-
cidents in the past few days have con-
firmed the suspicion that under the
prgtext of aerial reconnaisance the
USA is again bombing strategic tar-
gets in North Vietnam.

Aerial'reconnaisance itself is a clear
violation of the so-called bombing
halt, apart from being 'f violation o,f
North Vietnamese air space; indeed,
a plain act of aggression. One may
even wonder whether the bombing
was ever completely terminated. The
U.S. Command in Vietnam has, in
fact, admitted that si,nce the so-called
bombing halt there have been a num-
ber of attacks on North Vietnamese
anti-aircraft sites. The argument,
of course, is that the att,acks were in
response to anti-aircraft fire, but sus-
picion is deepened by the fact that
neither the reconnaisance flights nor
the aerial 'attacks were made public
until after the shooting down oJ a
few U.S. bombers and helicopters
over North Vietnam. While it is be-
ing claimed that the bombers strike
only at anti-aircraft sites from which
the reconnaisance aircraft are attack-
ed, there is little reason to b~lieve
that the ilfitruding aircraft do in fact
observe even this limited restraint.
Lyndon Johnson indicated laSti week
that he regret'ted stopping the bomb-
ing of North/Vietnam, adding that
little had been achieved as a result.
The sentiment seems to be shared by

the blizzard. of socialism we are pas~
sing through, iti could scarcely be
otherwise. In reality, however, the
financial arithmetic remains what it
was. Certain hypothetical resources
have been nominally taken away from
the jurisdiction of the pri.vate sector,
and equally nominally presented un-
der the category of public sector out-
lay. And since the public sector

~-. covers the eminence of the State gov-
ernments, it; has suddenly been made
to appear as if the States will now
have more funds to spend under the
Plan. Hurrah and hallelujah. Every-
body, just about everybody, is happy
beyond words, Chief Ministers and
Shri Jayaprakash Narayan included;
even Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha has
been temporarily rendered speechless
by this remarkable piece of sleight
of hand on the part of Mrs Gandhi's
only-Iukewarmly-committed bureau-
cra ts.

Hut the mess remains as worse as
ever. Resources [or development, in
particular for the public sector, can
be raised only by following one or
all of the following courses: raising
addi tional taxes, floa,ting additional
loans, squeezing additional profits
from the public undertakings, cutting
down current expenditure, including
expenditure on defence, and delibera-
tel y creating inflation through print-
ing additional money. Public enter-
prises are a mess and continue to re-
main so, at least till so long' as tbe
Prime Minister's dedicated managers
are interestecIr more in having con-
[rontations with labour than in push-
ing production to the hilt of capa-
city. While jingoes and the Ameri-
can lobby which calls itself tJhe PSP
are thinbng in terms of a Rs 8,000-
crore nuclear bomb, any pruning oJ
the defence budget would be straight-
away bracketed with seditlion. Mrs
Gandhi and her Planping Commis-
sion are committee! to lower the pro-
portion of foreign loans--including
"aid"·-in the Plan estimalies; even
if this commitment was not there,
President Nixon would have in any
case seen to it that the flow of re-
sources from outside gradually trickles
down to insignificance. Credit crea-
tion too has to be ruled out, and not

FEBRUARY 14, 1970
~

FRONTIER

because it would affect the poor grie-
vously; without a proper control over
the food supply in the country, chaos
would descend if money is circulated
indiscriminately and things start,
getting out of hand.

The residual source is fresh taxa-
tion: tapping the rural r!eh, and
blocking some of the lush avenues of
tax exemption, such as blanket tax
holidays to each and all industries in
the name of development. But, clear.
ly, Mrs Gandhi is in no position to
bell the cat: despite the brave talk
of recent months, she is no fool to
tax the powers-that-be in haste and
su bsequently repent at leisure. The
policy of survival, aftler all, is the best
policy, which means that perhaps we
will continue to be in the business of
drafting the Fourth Plan for some
more years.

Resumed Bombing,

After what ,happened almost exactly
two years a~o, some people seemed
to have formed the curious notion
that the North Vietnamese and the
National Liberation Front were un-
der a special obligation to launch a
genera 1 offensive at the time of the
annual Tet festival. When there is
no such major attack there is much
speculation about the communists'
capacity to mount' one. Yet the most
importan t element of the 1968 offen.
sive was tbe elemen t of surprise. Why
should the NLF a'nd its supporters
from the North oblige the enemy by
striking' when a strike is expected a,nd
prepared against? This year, the
communistl side did step up the fight.
ing a little a couple/of weeks before
Tet, making the enemy wonder whe-
ther another general offensive was
in the offing and forcing various pre-
cautions. 1lhis suspense is p~rt, of the
tactics of guerilla warfare combined
wjth occasional set-piece attacks.
That the suspense was not, broken in
the manner anticipated proved little,
except that the NLF and H;moi are
still in a position to choose the time
ror operations.

''''hen the enemy is superior in

\
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Restless Students
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way of celebrating the centenary an.
niversary of Lenin-and that is to
follow Leninism, Let the cadre study
what Lenin had to say about secta· This is not particularly a season of
rianism during the Second Intema- agitation. Yet students--Burmese,
tional. , Filipino and Indonesian-have chosen

Take the recent incidents on the to come out on the stlfeets. The
Jadavpur campus. The Naxalites issues on which they have been agi-
quite some time ago realised the fu. tating, it will be noted by responsi-
tility 6f inter-party fights. One of the ble people, have nothing to do, at!
many reasons why they boycott elec- least directly, with education. But
tions in colleges, offices or factories with a solcl-out or non-existent' legal
is that these elections inevit,ably lead opposition, the rulers of these coun.
to useless inter-party fights. That is tries would not care for education
why the Naxalites boycotted ~he Jadav. either. And so the students whose only
pur students union last year and allow. duty is supposed to be adhyayana
cd the CPM-Ied BPSF to capture the can't help dabbling in politics or for
uniqn. But it is a facti. that some of that matter turning violent, against
the Naxalites raised anti-CPM slogans the oppressive regimes.
during a meeting at the campus In December last the Burmese stu.
when Mr Satyapriya Roy, the West dent demonstrators were fighting with
Bengal Education Ministers (CJ>~M), the army and police, called out to
was addressing a ?;athering,' It is suppress them. The reason, accord-
also a fact that a BPSF member was ing to agency reports, was the failure
st'abbed there and the inference, na- oL-the students to obtain tickets for
turally, was that the Naxalites were the SoutJI East Asian Peninsular
the mischief-makers. -It is true that Games held in Rangoon. But reo
the next day one lone Naxalite ·was ports filtering out of Burma show
dragged out of a bus and but for the that the students shouted slogans de-
presence of three teachers would have nouncing' the Ne Win regime and its
been killed. - It matters little that the secret police. Shrewd political' ob-
mob that moved about bandying servers have not failed to notice that!
CPM slogans comprised students ~lso, the Burmese students, supposed to
Joy Engineering and Krishna Glass be passionate admirers of the Ne
workers or known goondas released "Vin regime, timed their demonstra.
after the expiry of the P.D. Act. It tion to coincide with the presence of
matters little that the BPSF members a large number of foreign visitors,
tried to slog some Naxalites even when gu'ite unusual for a closed country
peace talks were in progress. It is also like Burma. This may not have
true that the polict did not, come so caused even a chink in Ne Win's
long the BPSF were on the offensive. armour but at least! his guests now
But the fact that the BPSF is vitiato know that opposition exists within
ed by big-power arrogance or more Rangoon itself, beyond whose peri.
by stupidity does not wipe out the phery his writ hardly runs.
original Naxalite mistake. It! is quite Late lastl month thousands of In-
possible that the BPSF members are donesian high school students came
trying to scare away the Naxalite stu. out on the streets protesting against
dent leaders and keep the hold on Lhe price rise and corruption of
the union at a time when the UF is at General Suharto's 'New Order'. It
breaking point and thus vindicating is largely these students- who were
the Naxalite atback on the UFo But once carried on army trucks to spear.
the BPSF has little chance to win the head the attack against! Bung Kama
sympathy of stludents if it goes about and the communists. Freedom from
the way it hjas been going on the poverty, unemployment and hunger
campus. And the success of the then appeared to be two streets away,
peace talks show,S that there are It has taken just four years to turn
still some sane elements left in the their dream into a nightmare. In'
BPSF there. his urge to develop the country

Jadavpur Again

•
Nixon who appears to have resumed
the aerial war, even if in a more selec.
tive manner than before. But, if
little was achieved by the so.called
halt, much less will be accomplished
by the renewed attacks. The Ameri.
cans never learn. _

4

A corre.spondent writes:
Nothing possibly shows more clear.

ly the bankruptcy of leftism in West
Bengal than the fact that members
of each and every leftist party have
chosen to annihilate members of
rival leftist parties physically. The
ferocity with which they seek to
maim and even kill the rivals should
make their sober comrades hang their
heads in shame. Bu t their leaders
are so infatuated with the idea of
making their party the only revolu-
tionary party in the country, even if
by killing co-t'ravellers, that they have
no desire to control the exuberance of
the young revolutionaries. They are
not worried that when the real strug-
gles begin these recruits will have
little energy left in their 'revolution.
ary minds.

Internecine fights have reached a
critical point in West Bengal. Every
single cadre has to judge for himself
right now whether he considers the
cadres of other left parties his class
enemy. What is his logic? He be-
lieves that the political line to which

. he .adheres is the only line that can
bring about the proletarian revolu.
tion. All the other lines are wrong
and therefore followers of those lines
are ultimately anti-people, reaction-
ary and covert agents of th~ class
enemy. But if he cares to see for
himself he may find that he repre-
sents the same class to which the rival
cadres belong. TIley do not belong
tO'the exploiting class .rust as he him-
self 'does not. He ought to devote
his energy to fighting the real class
enemy. The idea of making one party
the only party in the country and
then starting the revolutionary strug-
gle' is disastrous, ~s was amply de-
monstrated during the Second Inter-
national. There can be only one
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er he called on was Mr Swaran Singh.
The wagon deal has been on and off·
these two years. Last week, an ins-
pired story succeeded in exerting suffi~
cient psychological pressure on New
Delhi. The report that the Russians
may go to Italy for the wagons did
the trick. N o'w that the aircraft deal
is definitely out of the way, the Rus-
sians have tried to link up the wagon
deal witll military !hardware. The
latest plan Mr Skachkov and his team
is trying to sell is for half the number
of wagons originall~ conltemplaited.
The protocol signed is for over 50,000
of them but now they would take
just over 20,000 and there is pressure
on the Government to supply them
from the public sector workshops at
a lower price. Over Rs. 300 crores of
military hardware is involved in the
bargain and the Government cannot
be too businesslike or price conscious
where defence is involved.

But Mr Skachkov seemed to have
chosen the wrong moment to visit
India. The Government's priority
task is toppling the C. B. Gupta Mi.
nistry. If everything goes according
to Mrs Gandhi's plan on February
16, that is if Mr Gupta is voted out.
the chances of her survival are greater
and she need not bother unduly
about the CPI (M) and can afford
to give the go-ahead signal for a
mini.front ministry in West Bengal.
At the moment, she is not for taking
any initiative in the matter because
the CPl (M) I'has been 'iJven some
time to behave and an assurance that
she would not topple the UF minis-
try has deliberately been withheld.
But there could be no mistaking
about her plans. She is for the revi.
val of the 1967.type of United Front
with two distinct components, to be,
gin with. So oddly enough the
CPI (M) 's survival in office in West
Bengal is linkelf up with the fate of
the C. B. Gupta Ministry. The cal-

Taxing Thoughts
FROM A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

View from Delhi

PERHAPS the colourless, prosaic
and often indiscreet:· Mr Ken-

neth Keating is the kind of ambassa-
dor that would meet the State De-
partment's needs in New Delhi more
than adequately. When he said in
Bhopal the other day that his coun-
try would not like India to raise the
level of its diplomatic mission in
Haonoi without according similar
status to the Saigon regim~, he was
not only voicing the State Depart-
ment's views; he was echoing what
New Delhi really thinks. U:S. oppo-
sition is cited as a convenient excuse
by the policy advisers her_e to justify
the failure to upgrade the mission in
Hanoi.

One cannot help the feeling that
the United States could not care less
what the regime in New Delhi did
or what happened to Mrs Indira
Gandhi and her party. When the
ba,nks were nationalised six months
ago, the State Department thought
it coule! back a real "leftist" Prime
Minister in New Delhi, if only for a
change. Mr Keating seemed to have
taken this new stance rather serious-
ly and begun filing voluminous re-
ports on Mrs Gandhi's non-socialism
and the developing threat to her lead-
erstiip. As the joke goes, the State
Department was sick of the long-wind.
ing reports and asked the ambassador
to slash it by two-thirds. The State
Department does not consider Mrs
Gandhi any more leftist than the
Swatantra Chief Minister of Orissa.

But not the Kremlin. It indeed
thinks the survival of Mrs Gandhi
means everything to "world revolu-
tion". Mr Skachkov chose to lead a
delegation in connection with the 15th
anniversary of Indo-Sovi~t economic
co.operation because with the Fourth
Plan taking shape, in a truncated
form though, this is the time for a
little friendly arm-twisting in the true
bhai.bhai spirit. And the first lead.

Ceneral Suharto' has farmed it out to
the Americans and their cohorts.
Thanks to Caltex an<;iother oil mono-
polists the production of oil has seen
a great leap. And now as a price for
this development consumers are be-
ing asked to pay more for petrol and
kerosene I The country's foreign debt
is rising to a new height and so is
the affluence of the generals. By try-
ing to protest against! this, the stu-
dents now find the armoured cars
and tanks deployed on the other side.
However, the way demonstrations
have been spreading to other cities in
spite of a government ban, the stu-
dents do not appear to 'be very
frightened of their erstwhile ally.

The resignation of the police chie,f
or the promise of' President Marcos
not to stand for a third term would
provide small comfort to the Filipino
students who recently lost five of
their comrades tlrying to protest
against spiralling prices, corruption
and the brutality of the regime. Mar-
cos, who lost no time in discovering
in the demonstration a Maoist plot
to overthrow his government, evi-
dently ,helped strengthen the hands
of the subversive elements by drop-
ping the police chief. But with the
economy of the country at the mercy
of the Americans, and the army and
the bureaucrats piling up fortune, the
students know that things will be
same with or without a police chief.
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culation in her camp is that the de.
feat of C. B. Gupta would be a major
psychological breakthrough for the
new Congress and the Syndicate fol.
lowing would be demoralised and the
defections in Parliament, expect.ed
from her party, would not come off.
The 19-member CPI (M) group in
the Lok Sabha would then be an ex-
pendable quantity.

Moment of Truth
The CPI (M) would have to fact'

its moment of truth during the bud.
get session. In the past the party has
been demanding a cut in defence
expenditure but if we have to buy
20,000-odd ,wagons worth of military
hardware fr'om the Soviet Union in
addition to the other undisclosed
deliveries, the Govel1l1ment would
have to justify the expenditure. The
Syndica~e's ',strateg!ists /think I lthat
whatever the outcome of a division
on the defence budget in the Lok
Sabha, the CPI (M) would have been
forced into an awkward dilemma. Its
dubious role would stand exposed.

The budget deficit is expected to
aggregate Rs. 750 to 800 crores and
no leftist party can support taxation
proposals involving even Rs. 100
crores. A tantalising package of po-
'pulist concessions and reliefs is be-
lieved to be getting ready but how

, would the Government go about
.Part B, that is proposals, of the bud-
get? There is no organised party in
the country, right or left, which can
demand taxes on the new rich, the
middle businessman and the middle
trader who is now the repository of
black money. There is no party that
can stand up to the kulak blackmail.
o.n a closer analysis it would be found
while the Syndicate's lhardccore is
strong and the periphery limited, the

l hard-cof(~ of the new Congress is'
weak but the periphery large. There
are more capitalists of various cate-

For FRONTIER <\.ontact
/ Shri PABITRA KUMAR DEKA,

Assam Tribune,
Gauhati-3
Assam.

gories, more landlords, more princes
and more kulaks in the new Congress
if _the claim that it is the larger of
tlH~two Congress parties is conceded.

The CabiRet discussion on the
Plan and the DutJ Committee Re-
port ,on,'industrial licen:;ing under-
lined the new Congress' solicitude for
the vested interests. It is made to
appear that it was all the mischief of
the cussed bureaucrats who did not
prepare all the answers for Mr Fakh-
ruddin Ali Ahmed to reply to the
objections from his colleagues. How
serious are Mrs Gandhi arId her col·
leagues about their socialist preten-
sions? Even the Prime Minister's
supporters admit that when Mr Cha-
van, Mr ]agjivan Ram, Mr Ahmed
and Mr Bhagat talked about schemes
to ameliorate the condition of W"eaker
sections, attention to baCkward areas
and the like, it was no more than
chea p gimmickry topu blicise the
Pl<l!n. By this token, Mrs Gandhi's
clap-trap about choosing some 150
districts for intensive development is
gimmickry too. There is no convinc-
ing answer yet to the charge that
the implementation of [the Dutt,
Committee report is being scuttled to
give even the middle sector to the
Birlas and Tatas by keeping it out-
side the purview of licensing.

With the Tatas falling in line,
Mrs Gandhi has liquidated all big
business opposition to her leader.
ship. The revised p1<l!nfor the Mitha-
pur fertiliser plant will be okayed
soon and other major. conces~ions to
big business are in the offing in the
name of meeting tIre fertiliser gap.
As many as 15 new fertiliser plants
are to be set up <l!ndno big business
house can now afford to fight the
party in power. an the other hand
it is more likely that big money has
begun flowing to the new Congress
in anticipation of a snap mid-term
election. The Young Turks migbt
wear themselves out fighting the
grant of licence to the Birlas forf the
Goa fertilizer plant and this is what
the Government wants because the
larger issue on which the party has
compromised-private property-has
be<::-nforgotten.

February 8, 1970

Kerala

Bigger Perspective

RAM]!

THE Marxist-led 'land-grab' move-
') ment is a month-and-a-half old

.at the time of writing and it is pos-
sible to make a rough assessment of
the results. The movement for imple-
menting the provisions of the Land
Reforms Bill was announced by the
Marxist,s while they were in power,
on the assumption that such measures
could never be implemented through
the bureaucratic machinery alone and
that popular act<ion in depth was
absolutely necessary. Maybe, if they
had been in power when the Bill
received the assent of the President
and became law by the end of De-
cember, the popular move would
have received government ibackJing,
or at least the government would
have remained neutral in the struggle.
But, with the anti-Marxist mini-front
Ministry in power, it has become a
political issue betlween the Govern-
ment and the opposition. The mini·
fronters naturally are all for law
and order and complete reliance on
formal administrative machinery
with all its red tape. This was in-
evitable as all the mini-front parties,
including the CPT, are professedly law
and constitution abiding. While the
mini·front has been trying to boost
its public image and popular con-
tent through these legalistic methods,
in an effort to whitVle away the
Marxist hold on the masses, the
Marxists, out. of power, had an add-
ed compulsion to push ahead more
vigorously with a plan of actlion whIch
they had intended to implement even
while holding administrative power.
Thus, though the political compul-
sions on both sides were similar the
techniques differed. And this, while
creating an unusually ~ense situation
in the State, has, in addition, helped
to push .the rival groups into extre-
mely intransigent positions and P?S- _
tures.

The 'land-grab' has been met rwith
brute force. The Marxist-led land-
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even, is being employed to crush the
movement. A very shortlSighted ac.
tion indeed, since history has proved
that such bruta..! repression will only
help the growth 'of the persecuted
partlY, To this extent, the Marxists
are gaining more and more following
among the agricultural workers and
peasants, who are now fighting a des.
perate last-ditch fight. For, apart
from "de-grabbing" the grabbed land
and t~rrorising the 'black men' (the
agricultural workers and peasants are
drawn from the so-called low classes
and are black in colour through ex.
posure to wind and weather, gene-
ration after generation), the police
have been playing an act~ve role in
supporting black leg operations. Par.
ticularly in Kuttanad, the landlords
are now importing outside .la:ba ur,
dutifully labelled "loyal workers" by
the press, and depriving tihe tradi.
tional workers of their legitimate
right to work in particular fields.
For this, they have police assistan.ce
always on ·tap and in very generous
measure. And when the regular
workers resist the attlempt to use black
legs, they are beaten up both by the
"loyal men" and the police, their
huts destlroyed, their womenfolk mo-
lested and their men folk battered
up in lock-up and terrorised in many
other ways, right round the clock.
And these are dut,ifully reported as
police action against Marxist-led ter-
rorism. But, in spite of the' police
terror. the workers remain and figh~
in guerilla fashion, easing off a bit
under police pressure' in one area,
but erupting soon in another area
where police bandobust has not been
so securely enforced.

less peasants and homestead dwellers
started implementing the land reo
forms by fencing off what was legally
due to them under ·the ~w Act.
Mainly, this campaign has so far
been confined to the rice bowl· area
of Kuttanad arid partls of Ernakulam
and Trichur districts. There have
been some actual physical g<:tins
through this movement. Apart from
the land 'grabbed' here and there in
these areas, quite a large number of
landlords, in the Malabar area espe.
(ially, sensing the resolute nature of
the movement and bowing to the in-
evitable, have come forward volun-
tarily and parted with chunks of
land to their tenantls on the basis of
the provisions of the Act. This has
been a distinct gain for the move-
ment. As againstl this, the partici.
pants in the movenient and Marxist
party workers have had to pay a very
dear price, thanks to the unprece-
dent~cl police brutality unleashed. on
them by the Muslim League Home
Minister, Mr M. Koya. After 1957
Kerala has not witnessed such police
brutality on the masses, main-
ly peasants and agricultural work-
ers. And the practice of torture in-
side police lock-ups has been revived
with vigour. The CPI has now the
unenviable role of acting as the apo.
logist of the Muslim League and
,Kerala CongreSlS party J.eaclers [\Who
l)ave no popular image at stake and
whose interests are biased in favour
of the propertied classes. It is sig-
nificant that police brut:ality has
been strongly displayed in the Kutta-
nad area, the stronghold of the land-
ed vested interesDs who support the
Kerala Congress. A sizable section of
opinion inside the CPI is aghast over
the manner in which erstwhile com-
rades and co-su fferers in similar po.
lice repression are getting a similar
inhuman deal while the CPI is in
power. .:,:..'t

There has been no atltempt on the
part of the ruling parties to meet the
situation politically. The reliance is
on police force and more and more
of it. The local police force is
&1spect and so the CRP, with
no roots in the State and with
no knowledge of the language
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Do or Die
The Marxist party, willy nilly, has

been forced tv assume a do-or-die
radical stance under the force of this
situation. Even here, there is differ-
ence of opinion among the Marxists
themselves. It is reliably learntl that
about 30 per cent or so of the Marx.
ists are for less radical, less dangerous
and more 'regular' methods. But
the majority are for a do-or-die
stlance, determined to fight at all
costs the organised repression 'that

has been let loose on them and their
following. Things are moving so fast
that very soon the Marxist party in
Kerala is likely tlO reach the point of
no return, after which all parliamen.
tary methods, action ;md reform seek-
ing would be jettisoned for good.
Indications of this are evident even
now. The scorn with which the
Marxists treated the Assembly during
the speech of the Governor and again
on January 28 when they invaded the
Speaker's dais and compelled him to
adjourn the Assembly thrice are pos-
sible examples.

A change in values and techniques
seems to have come over the Marxist
party. It is learnt from reliable
sources that while tlhey would weI.
come the downfall of the present
Ministry, they are not going to strain
overmuch to bring it about. And
they are not paying much attention
to two by-elections in the State which
are due to come off soon. According
to authoritative Marxist> sources, their
land grab plan is going to be a sus-
tained campaign of mass action, tac-
tically managed in stages, to encom.
pass ultimately the entire State'. They
are working towards this end and it
is too early to state whether the plan
has misfired, since it was never
their intention to implement it in
one shout, swift sweep all over the
State. The fight is likely to continue
and if the present technique of meet-
ing it is persisted with by the Gov.
ernment, the Marxists would certain.
ly move closer to Naxalit~ techniques
than to the reformist ones and the
movemen t headed by them now
would be a prelude to a revolution
which is bound to have snowballing
effects transcending the scope of the
present struggle. Already, the Marx-
ists have been forced back from the
sophisticatiion and security and com-
fort of the parliameJ;1try technique of
agitation and popular action, and
compelled to adopt metlhods of direct
confrontation and intensive militant
action at the grass rootis level. This
will cost the party a sizable number-
of its cadres, including MLAs, but in
return, will secure for it tlhe active
support of the quiescent militant sec-
tion hitherto inactiive for want of

7
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the fanatical Ansar militia, eased out
of power one party after another,
starting with the 'extreme' left down
to the mildly liberal. By December
1965 the Communist\ Party, which
had played a key role in the popular
rising, was declared illegal. The
Supreme Court, then presided over
by Mr Awadallah, found that the
government measure was unconstitu-
t.ional. But the government paid no
heed; 11 MPs belonging to the CP
were thrown out of Parliament
which, in any case, represented barely
20% of the electorate. Mr Awadal-
lah now lost faith in bourgeois de.
mocracy and his resignation in May
1967 created a big stir. From then
on he began to wait for the right
moment to st,eer the country along
t,he road marked by the 1964 October
Revolution.

He was not aware that an army
junta of young progressives was mak. -,
ing preparations along the same lines.
They too had nourished great hopes
about the October events; operating
from their back rooms they had pre-
"vented Marshal Abboud from tlaking
bloody reprisals against the popular
insurrectionists in 1964. Within
three months, however, they became
disenchanted with the new regime.
But then they did not lose heart.
Many of them were old hands at the
plotting game; one had escaped
hanging by a hair's breadth while
five of his accomplices were not so
lucky. Another was imprisoned' four

encies awaltlJ.flg by-election. Instead
of contesting from one of these, Mr
Menon is obliged to jockey and horse.
trade for a safe seat, which is far
away from his home constituency.
Comment is superflous. At the same
time the "safe seat" might not turn
out to be as safe as all that. If, as
expected, the Syndicate Congress de-
cides to contest this seat, the Marx-
ists stand a good chance of winning
the seat in a triangular contest.

* Based on Eric Rouleau's "Le Soudan,
ou les militaires a l'epreuve du socialisme",
Le M onde H ebdomadaire Nos. 1090 & 1091.

Long live the October Revolution 1
Long live the May Revolution 1
Down with Reaction and l\eligious

Sects I
All power to Workers and Peasants!

rf1HUS spoke the leaders, General
J.&t Gaamar El N emeiry, the Pre-
sident of the Revolutionary Council,
and Prime MinisLer Babikir Awadal.
lah, at a large rural gathering some
100 km. from Khartoum. The enthu-
siastic crowd responded:

Hang the reactionaries 1
Socialism, socialism I
We shall intensify production 1

Despite the characteristic Arab
flamboyance these slogans sum up the
mood of the country since the mili-
tary putsch of May 1969.

To all appearances this was a coup
with a difference, not merely because
of its slogans. The men who master-
minded it acted in a defensive man.
ner to stem the cancerous growth of
religious bigotry and political reac-
Lion. v\Thile the masses came out
into the streets in October 1964 to
topple Marshal Abboud's military
regime they had expected a "national
government" to be set up composed
of trade unions and all the political
parties. In hardly six months' t~me,
the conservatives, actively helped by

N.C.
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The CPI Chief Minister, Mr Achu.
tha Menon, is going to seek an As-
sembly seat from the Kottarkara con-
stituency, now filled by a Cpr. mem-
ber. This member is going to resign
to provide a 'safe seat' for Mr Me-
non. In return, he would get a
Rajya Sabha seat. Apart from the
propriety or impropriety of such a
ueal, the procedure is certainly very
unusual and curious. There are al.
ready two vacant Assembly constitu.

Sudan : A Coup 'With A Difference ?~

suitable scope for organised, militant
work.

The Naxalite elements in Kerala
are now split into fivel different!
camps, each claiming to be the path-
finder of true revolutionary action.
A curious sidelight in this context is
the sudden change in tactics of Mr
K. P. R. Gopalan, the veteran ex·
Marxist MLA, who had broken away
from the party and who, to suit his
revolutionary fervour, had been boy-
cotting the Assembly. He has now
de'cided to participate in the Assem-
bly proceedings and his partl)' has
adopted this as one of the lines of
revolutionary struggle.

8

Muslim League

The tactics of the CPI in entrust-
ing the Home Portfolio to a Muslim
League Minister seems to have
boomeranged. While this has not
helped to diver,t from it the fire of
uiticism over intem per1Jate use of
police force, it has made the party a
helpless onlooker of the mad reliance
of the Muslim League Home Minis-
ter on police might. The Muslim
League is sitting pretty. The Home
portfolio is a tremendous windfall for
this communal party which has in-
variably been getting a raw deal at
the hands of the police. Through
it.s Hom'e Minister the Muslim
League feels it has acquired un.

- dreamtl oE prestige along ,with un·
limited power. This has induced the
Leaguers to assume cocky, overbear-
ing attitudes. Its leader, Mr Bafaqut
Thangal, went to the extent' of an-
nouncing that the Muslim League
volunteers would henceforth function
as a second string to the police force.
The prestige and following of the
Muslim League have gone up in
Muslim minority pockets. At the
same time in Muslim League strong-
holds, where the Marxists had secured
st'rong footholds, there has been no
shift of Muslims towards the League.
The Marxists wield their influence in
these areas, as of yore and if and
when the 'land grab' movement
spreads to these areas there would be
a big swing of the Muslim peasantry
in favour of the Marxists.



times but had to be let oITfor lack of
evidence. More than their miliLary
background, the members of the junta
share a common ideology. They are
all committed socialists; one belongs
to the CP, the others are either inde-
pendent Marxists or left Nasserites.
As Commander Hamadallah, now the
Home Minister, remarked: "if we
had acted in concert with the peo-
ple's organizations, the revolution of
October ]964 would never have fail-
ed. For, only an alliance between the
progressive civilians and soldiers can
sustain radical and durable reforms
while resisting the assault from the
reaction".

Acting with rare prudence the
junta did not involve the civilians in
their plot for reasons of security.
Since, however, advance supportl was
equally necessary they contacted
Awadallah who had been chosen a
few months earlier as the presidential
candidate of the entire Left. The
latter agreed not only to act as the
bridge between the army and the
civilians, but also to head the future
popular-front-type government; the
other prospective members of the
government were not even informed
of the plot that was brewing.

Thus early on May 25, 1969 the
new ministers belonging to the CP
and other left parties learnt over the
radio that a coup had taken place
and that they were designat,ed as
ministers. Only two portfolios relat-
ing to defence and internal affairs
went t.o members of the j'unta. The
gamble paid off; eventually all the
new ministers agreed to participate in
the government. The prestige of
Awadallah and General Nemeiry and
the tone of the first proclamation
were sufficient to convince all parties
but on~.

Communists' Attitude
The recalcitrant CP, however, took

not more than 24 hours to throw in
its lot with the putschists, even if the
Central Committee was far from un-
animous. One group wondered
whether it was not another coup in
the Indonesian style with all the dire
consequences that followed there.
The other group, including the two
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mmlsters designate and the General
Secretary, argued that the axis link-
111g- feudal-cum-religious barons and
t.he imperialists could be broken only
through an alliance between the toil-
lng masses and the healthy sections
in the Army. The majority finally
agreed to participate in the govern-
ment on condition that! the CP is not
asked to dissolve itself.

'While the CP is in favour of a
united front, it still wants to main.
tain its own identity within the front'.
The powerful Trade Union Congress
with half a million supporters claims
the same freedom for itself, although
t.he CP, in its view, should be inte-
grated totally within the front. De-
bates are still continuing on the
nature of this front within the Revo.
lutionary Council as well as o~tside.
Some, would like a united front as
outlined by the CP, while others
want the creation of a single party
which will aDsorb cadres from all the
Left parties.

Without waiting for the final out-
come of this momentous debate, the
new government has taken a series of
measures to consolidate its progressive
base. First and foremost, it has been
trying to smash the reactionary state
machinery from the top to the bot-
tom. Ruthless purges are being car-
ried ou t on a large scale in the Army,
police, administration (including
local bodies), the judiciary, the diplo-
matic corps, management of public
sector enterprises, etc. About one
hundred politicians have been sent to
prison; some of them will have to
face a "people's court". Many in-
famous army generals have been sum-
marily sacked while common soldiers
will soon have their lot bettered. As
General Nemeiry said: "Tt is not
with good intentions that good revo-
lutions are made. This tlime we
shall be pitiless, for we wantl to des-
troy once and for all the old system".

Although several members of the
new government are practising Mos-
lems or Christians, yet a holy war
has been launched against the feudal-
cum-religious leaders. Thus the
sacrosanct mausoleum of the redoubt-
able. Madhi family who led the
struggle against the British imperial-

iSIS in the 19th century has been be-
sieged. For, the family not only
claims spiritual hegemony over six
million Ansars but also stands at the
head of the exploiting classes. It is
these Madhis in league with the
'Khatmias' (another religious sect)
and the Moslem Brotherhood who
have ruled over successive govern-
ments ~n postwar lS!:1dan and were
about to make the Koran the consti-
tution of the country. The religious
leaders, like the Egyptian Pashas,'
used to levy their own t,axes, appoint
their own administrators and run
their own schools. In short the
country was virtually parcelled out
among the different sects which pre-
vented the emergence of a meaning-
ful national government.

The new regime did not confine
itself to an attack against the Madhis
alone. All other religious leaders
were dealt with in an equally harsh
manner; nearly everyone who resist-
ed has been locked up in prison.
'When some of the more 'liberal'
among the Sheikhs offered condi-
tional support to the new regime,
they were turned down summarily.
The young Oxford graduate ;Sadak
EI Madhi had a high liberal reputa-
tion for his opposition to the ancien
regime. He wanted the CP to be
kept out as a price for his joining
the new government'; pretty soon he
found hiinself in prison. All these
6evere' measures to secularize the
government show grea! courage on
the part of the leaders since the coun-
try has been so thoroughly perm<::ated
by religious superstition in practically
every form. Even if nothing else is
achieved, the mere removal of the
imams and sheikhs from positions of
enormous spiritual and temporal
power will be a landmark on the
road to the modernization of Sudan.

As a by-product, the professional
anti-communists will have lost heavily.
All those whether in the erstwhile
government or outside it, who were
responsible for the framing and im-
plementation of the law banning the
CP, are being hauled up by the dozens
and scores and put on trial for the
"anti-people crime" of violating the
spirIt of the ] 964 Revolution.



Problem of the South
The South poses perhaps the big.

gest of all problems. While the
North is Arab and Moslem, the South
remains African, if not Christian.
The North has been a part and par-
cel of the Arab, specialJy Egyptian,
liberation movements; its social and'
religious mores have been parallel to
those of neighbouring Arab countries,
while the South comprises mainly
African tribes with Christianity as
the only organized religion. The de-
parture of the British imperialists at
the end of World War II was follow-
ed by the arrival of Northern over-

-lords in police and administration,
in schools as well as in the trades.
The Northerners spoke of the Sou-
therners as 'natives' to be governed.
No wonder that very soon a powerful
resistance movement grew up in the
South; thousands of Northern over.
lords were killed over the years bring-
ing in its trail extreme reprisals from
the Khartoum representatives. Prac.
tically the entire South was fighting
through its guerilla army for its own
independence. The Northern gov-
ernment had to spend an ever increas-
ing" amount on the war, but the lack
of success may have largely precipi-
tated the downfall of Marshal
Abboud.

The new government' of Awadallah
has so far taken a number of positive
steps to prevent the final break-up of
Sudan. It has agreed to give auto-
nomy to the three Southern provinces
as had been urged by the Leftist par.
ties prior to the May uprising. Tran-
slated into fifty languages spoken by
the various Southern tribes this de-
cision has been widely publicized
throughout the South. Secondly, all
those old-time Northern officers who
were behaving like rulers have been
summarily withdrawn from the South.
The special premium given t'o sol.
diers stationed in the South has been
abolished. Thirdly, the churches in
the South have been spared the in.
dignities inflicted on them under the
old regime. The new government
has not only opened up dialogues
with all the Christian sects operating
in the South; it will also welcome
any number of missionaries provided

10

they are of African or Asian origin.
The clergy seems to be quite happy
with the new order. Finally, the new
Minister for Southern Affairs, ]ose)2h
Garang, may play an important' role
in the rapprochement. A CP mem-
ber, but with a Christian heart (as
the Bishop of Wau remarked) ,
Garang actually hails from the South.
He had immediate access to all the
groups and tribal leaders. While he
firmly rejected the guerillas' demand
for total independence, he neverthe-
less met them in secret. The latter,
it is reported, offered to collaborate
provided important posts in the po-
lice and army are reserved for them.

Despite these auspicious begin-
nings, the Southerners are still reluc-
tant to throw in their lot with the
Northern regime. If the fratricidal
war is not ended soon enough, fur·
ther complications are bound to arise
making autop.omy for the South as
obsolete a slogan as 'free elections' in
South Vietnam.

On the whole, the new regime in
Sudan has taken some bold steps that
may augur well for the future. Whe.
ther it will lead the country t'owards
socialism is far from certain. Even
the CP there under Soviet inspiration
talks not of socialism, but of non-
capitalist development. It implies an
acquiescence in the continued exist-
ence and growth not only of North.
ern capitalists but of foreign capital
as well. Indeed, no measure has yet
been taken against foreign monopo-
lists although some [20 million were

.taken out of the country, according
to some trade union sources. To solve
its economic difficulties urgent ap-
peals for aid were senti to the World
Bank, the Soviet a'nd French goveru-
ments, but the latter have yet to res-
pond. These overtures a~·least make
it clear that the new leaders of Sudan
do not appreciate the mechanics of
neo-colonialism. There is every
danger of their sli,ding along the slip-
pery road to pseudo-socialism of the
Nasserite vintage with this one dif-
ference: while Nasser locked his
fellow communists in jail, the Suda.
nese communists share in the fruits
of power.

The Price Of Aid
PROBODII CIIANDRt\. 'DUTTA

THE Commission on International
-Development headed by Mr

Lester Pearson has submittted its re-
port to the World Bank. The report
has evoked widespread comment in
the foreign Press. Foreign aid and
international development! are an
endlessly fascinating and dauntlessly
difficult subj'ect. Yet it is a subject _
in which it is notl difficult to .prove
what are the wants depending on the
c1ata used and the level of aggrega-
tion at which the analysis is under.
t,aken. Citing growth data for the
196Qs from the Pearson Commission's
report The Economist (October 4)
observed that "it is quite inaccurate
to suppose t,hat the poor of the world
are steadily growing poorer". But
accordi,ng to the annual report of the
International Development Agepcy in
1968, per capita income growth in
Western Europe and North America
was 3.4 per cent per year from 1960
to 1966, compared with 1.0 per cent
in Africa, 0.5 per cent in South Asia,
2.1 per cent in east Asia and 1.7 per
cent in Latin America-hardly a pic.
ture of convergence between rich and
poor countries even in relative terms.

The Commission, however, hopes
that in 30 years' time, the majority
of the world's poorer countries can
achieve self-sustaining growth provid-
ed, of course, the community of na-
tions i.e. developed capitalist coun·
tries, live up to their promises, if
they channel to the poorer countries,
in aid and investment 1 per cent of
their national income, later raised to
1 per cent of their gross national pro-
duct,s. During the 1960s the richer I

countries doubled their combined
gross national products to a total of
$1700 billion in 1968. Yet the aid
they provided in grant (or grant like)
form fell from $4.5 billion in 1961,
to $4.1 billion, in 1968. The fall in
real value was much sharper accord·
ing to the findings. The economic
and financial aid given by foreign
governments to the developing coun-
tries has declined both in absolute
and relat~ve terms. I'll the 1967-68
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fiscal year the U.S. Government allo.
cated $23.0.0 million for economic aid,
in July 1968 the U.S. Congress cut
down the J967 allocation to .$175.0
million. I'n the light of this perform-
ance, is not the judgment of the Pear-
son Commission absusrdly visionary?

The Report is most revealing when
it discusses aid. 'Vestern cynicism
reflect.s the prevalent idea that the
poorer countries remain poor, even
after years of generous aid-giving
because they are inept, prolific and
ungrateful but the report shows this
belief to be grotesquely false. It says,
"the real economic burden of foreign
aid to wealthy countries is often con-
siderably exaggerated." This exagge-
ration largely arises from the habit,
of seeing "the total flow of resources
to developing countries ... as some.
t.hing that the rich countries 'give' to
t.he poor." The report says, "Noth-
ing could be farther from the truth."
Ito shows that the developing countries
are now paying back to the richer
ones over $4.0.0.0 million a year in ser-
vicing their debts (quite apart from
paying dividends on investments) and
that in the 196.os these debt service
vice payments mounted by 17 per
cent per' year. If present trends
continue, remarks the report, there
would by 1977 again be a large net
flow of money from the poor to the
rich countries. This fact confirms
brilliantly Paul Sweezy's first law of
foreign investment that 'over any
significant period of time the inflow
from foreign investment will exceed
the outflow of capital by 7.0 per cent'.
}'or the period 195.0-63 net au tfl9w
of capital from the U.S. was $17.4
billion while the inflow of income
was .$29.4 billion.

The composition of aid has also
deteriorated. By 1968, nearly half
consisted of investment and commer-
cial credit. This, the Pearson Com-
mission points out, can in no sense
be termed "aid"-though it too often
is. Of. the remaining half (now
equal to only .0.39 per cent of the
GNPs) the proportion tlaking the
form not of grants but of loans
tripled during- the 196.os. A fifth of
the aid took t,he form of surplus food
and commodities. The commission
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questions whether in such cases there
is any real cost to the supplier.

The proportion 'tied' to purchases
in one country rose and tying, the
Commission notes, usually reduces the
aid's value by over 2.0 per cent. The
latest studies, conduct1ed by The Eco-
nomist, London, (November I, 1969)
indicate that each £10.0 alloted to
bilateral aid has brought, £63 of
orders to British firms. And for each
£10.0 channelled through multilateral
agencies, orders worth as much as
£116 have been placed in Britain.
The Pearson Commission report un-
willingly supports the Marxist con-
tention that 'development on the one
side and underdevelopment on the
other are in mutlual and dialectical
in terdependen ce'.

American foreign 'aid' was b~gun,
in order to retain the capitalist system
then facing a crisis in Europe and to
extend the sphere of American im-
perialist influence, with generous
handouts to Western Europe under
the Marshall Plan, and also to Japan.
In 1948 aggregate foreign aid amoun_
ted to $4.078 million with Western
nations. Among them West Ger-
many was the biggest recipient. Com-
pared with the very low postwar level
of output there was a capacious home
market and in Europe conditions
existed for retaining and enlarging
capitalist, production. As a result
the aided countries were able to re-
build their industries and regain the
pre-war level and then surpass it.
They are now rivals and competitors.
But American 'aid' in the 196.os
played a different role. It was main-
ly directed to colonial and semi.
colonial countries. In 196.0 aggre-
gate American aid amounted to
$459.0 million, with India receiving
the highest amount, to the tune of
$521 million. But 'aid', here has
only bred more paver try. Long-term
decline (with fluctuations of course)
in prices of raw materials exported
by the developing countries and a
mounting rise in prices of the pro.
ducer goods they buy from the capi-
talist monopolies result in an annual
loss for the developing countries and
this loss in much greater than what
trhey receive in 'aid',

We have a peculiar situation:
the developing countries that come
within the capitalist orbiu now have
neither a home nor a foreign market.
Faced with over-production-actual
and potential-developed countries
do not want more competitors in the
""orld market and needless to say in
their own home market. That ex-
plains I.,he declining foreign aid ~md
their desire to prevent the emergence
of new rivals.

The economics of foreign aid ope-
rates in a vicious circle. Without aid
the capitalist, system faces collapse,
with aid it creates new rivals. Capi-
talist production and the aid-giving
capacity of the capitalist countries
cannot grow continuously. Its growth
limit, as Marx established, is created
by capital itself. For capitlal accu-
mulation is necessarily connected with
intensified exploitation of the worker,
domestic and foreign, reductuon of
his consumption, and this in the end
retards the growth of production.
This creates the economic basis for
capitl~llism's inevitable replacement
by socialism. That is the clear his-
torical perspective. However, it would
,be wrong to overlook the fact that
st.,ate monopoly capitalism stilI has
ample manoeuvring reserves and
'aid' is one of them. The Pearson
commission was asked to explore this
reserve and it did the job well.

NOTICE

Articles cannot be returned
unless accompanied by return
.postage.

Business Manager
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Newtown Library,
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"Pseudo·events"
Facts, however, cannot lie; wh*

can lie are statistics and what Daniel
Boorstin of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion calls "pseudo-events". Oscar
Wilde once is reported to have reo
marked, "vVhen gods wish to pu-
nish us, they make us believe our
own advetltising." In a sense, this
has come true ,in America. To
quote Boorstin from his best •.selling \
book, The Image: A Guide to Pseuo.
events in America, "We are the most
illusioned people on earth. Yet, we
dare not become disillusioned, be.

distant Vietnam. Since he is a pSY- bhings on the men who receive them
chiatrist, he offers a psychiatric ex- are, of course, destructive. "They
planation of the phenomenon which feel helpless to cope with it because
is conservative and defensive. But they are so far away."
the picture becomes different when "Being far away" is only part of
you see it in the context of Kinsey's the problem. A deeper problem is
and his successors' reports, the rise in that Americans, after having destroy-
divorce rates and the general increase ed a sense of community, neighbour-
in sexual permissiveness in this coun· hood, extended family (which in-
try. dudes relationship with parents,

Dr Tanay, who visited Vietnam brothers and sisters) have reached a
last year, claims that the Vietnam stage where even the existence of the
war has produced more 'Dear John' so~calJed nuclear family' (meaning
letters to American servicemen than only man and wife and their children
any other conflict in which America until they grow up), virtually the last
had been involved. Tanay said he resovt for frantic, Ifragmented Ame-
based his conclusion on conferences ricans, is threatened. One has mere-
with legal staff officers of the 1st Ma- ly to pick up any sociological treatise
rine Division in Vietnam, many of on the modern American family to
whom served in World vVar II-the hnd out how it is breaking up:
war that originated the descriptive American sociologists, in their yen
phrase for the letter from' a girl for making a scientific statement, pre.
friend, fiancee or wife that tells the fer to call tIus as 'change'.
soldier that they are through. While the American family is

Tanay said that the separation im. 'breaking up' or 'changing', there is
posed by war often leads to a feeling a massive attempt to create an illu.
of anger and resentment on the part sion that it is still the bedrock of
of the girl left behind. "The same the American social system. That is
feeling", he said, "probably existed why you find the routine rituals by
on the part of the wife in previous public officials of displaying their
wars, but there were forces that held wives on every public occasion, some-
the danger. Patriotism mitigated the thing we in India have not yet st,arted
situation." , doing for the simple reason that we

Tanay became interested in the do not have to show off what we
"Dear John" situation during a VlSlt have. American observers of the In.
to Vietnam early last' year, when he dian scene will perhaps come up with
testified at the court martial of a other explanations which may fit in
MariiOe accused of killing four Viet- with their ethnocentric stereotype of
,namese men. The Marine had just a 'traditional' society. They behave
received a "Dear John". like the proverbial fox in Aesop's

The psychiatrist said he had a stack fables which lost its tail and would
of Dear Johns he had collected while like other foxes to do the same.
in Vietnam. "The letters are bitter,"
he said. "The girls are usually in
their early 20s. They haven't been
married long enough to have ac-
quired such hatred, but it's 'there."

Brutal Evidence
What is astonishing is the brutality

with which some women broke the
news of estrangement from their men
fighting in Vietnam. "Some send
photographs of themselves with other
men in compromising positions,"
Tanay said. "Some send tape re-
cordings of intimate exchanges with
another man." The effects of such
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'Dear John'

Letter from America

ROB! CHAKRAVaRTI

THIS despatch is triggered off by
reports that a team of wives of

American prisoners of war in Viet.
nam recently visited New Delhi,
among other capitals of the world.

The mass media here have shown
pictures of wives of American paws,
seeking information about their hus-
bauds from North Vie'tnam. They
looked distressed on the television
screen and when you watch them in
your living room, you're likely to be
touched. This is a classic human in-
terest story.

When they visited New Delhi, a
possible impression might have been
created that they represented thou.
sands of wives in the United States
with husbands who were either fight-
ing in the jungles of Vietnam or had
been captured or wounded, patiently
waiting for their return somewhat in
the fashion of a satee or a Savit,ri. If
this impression had been created in
India, it should be challenged.

This does not involve any reflec-
tion on the wives of American paws,
who are displayed around the capi-
tals of the world, like astronauts, nor
a d(:lfence of Hanoi's 'action in re-
fusing to divulge information about
particular POWs; but one of the
faots that may be forgotten in the
flood or trickle of sympathy for the
paraded wives of paws in an 'under-
developed' a'nd 'traditional' society
like India where family life is still
highly valued, is that the Vieltnam
war has brought to surface the flimsy
nature of the so-called nuclear family
in the United States. We must, to
keep the record straight, set against
the dutifully waiting wives of paws
thousands who forsook their husbands
or fiances, fighting in Vietnam, for
other men.

A psychiatrist called this the
"Dear John syndrome". Dr Ema-
"nuel Tanay studied cases of girls
breaking up relationships with their
boy-friends or husbands fighting in
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cause our illusions are the 'Very
house in which we live; they are
our heroes, our adventure, our forms
of art, our experience",

In this powerful, all-pervasive, but
constantly shifting world of make-
believe, the new fangled fashions of
polls and statistics also play a part.
They lend to this world of maya an
aura of science. Sometimes back,
James Reston, in a lucid commentary
on the American scene, said, "Some-
thing important is happening to the
American mind. It is being drugged
by .facts and eliverted \from Ireality.
Every hour of every day, it hears and
reads the most astonishing things but
is not astonished."

This explains the Byzantine nature
of politics and social life in America
today. The Time magazine (Febru-
ary 2) recently reported that the
North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces
have probably been drained of about
1,640,000 men during the war (not
counting the Vietnamese who have
died in the U.S. bombing of the
North). This is a staggering figure
and one suspects that the number of
people aIIected is higher. And yet,
the enormity of the destruction in
Vietnam has not sunk into the cons-
ciousness of average Americans who
are supposed to be more enlighten-
ed, according to the political science
professors, than a poor peasant in a
backward country. This is partly be-
cause the reality here is distorted by
statistics and image-politics.

Similarly, while all data and per-
sonal experiences point to the fact of
the steady erosion of the family as an
institution in American, life, we cons-
tantly come across images of happy
families projected publicly by pro-
minent men and women. Fiction,
thus, tends to blur facts.

And yet, such is the nature of
AmeriGlll life that the show goes on.
One set of pseudo-events start off a
movement, like a fad or a fashion,
and as it tapers off, another set em-
erges. Ask yourself, for instance.
What happened to the Moratorium
movement? Where are its leaders?
V\There are marchers, with their can-
dle-lights and the balladeers? I've
been searching newspapers'and watch-
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ing the teleyision screen to find' out
where they had gone. They seem to
have performed a disappearing trick
which would put P. C. S0rcar to
shade.

'Politics of Environment'
But there is no reason to be de-

jected. Another 'cause' has just-
popped up, .like a Jack-in-the-box,
and soon the restless energies of the
people will be involved in this new
'cause'. The politics of civil rights
have long been dead; the politics of
anti-war protests seem ,to have fol-
lowed the same dusty road. But, wait,
there is a new circus band o£ 'new'
politics, coming round the corner. It

. is called the politics of environment.

In one single week, mass maga-
zines such as the Time) Life and
Newsweek all joined this band. All
ran cover stories on this new politics
of environment. It was as if the
publishers had got together and de-
cided that a new movement! had to
be launched.

What is this new politics of en-
vironment? To quote from the Life)
magazine, "Demonstrators organise
to defend vanishing trees, wet lands
and unpoJluted air." A University
of Minnesota anthropologist was
quoted as saying that the politics of
environment is in a state similar
to that I of the civil rights movement
in the early 1960s. College students
are reported to be involved in this
new politics of environment. On
April 22, an environmental teach-in
is scheduled; it may involve as many
1,000 campuses. Good-bye to Viet-
nam teach-ins. Welcome new teach-
ins. The King is dead; long live
the king.

I'm sure student radicals and Hip-
pies, who were involved in anti-war
protest movements, will take part in
this 'new' politics of environment.
They should ask themselves whether
it is not indecent to worry about the
environment in the U.S. when this
country and its leaders have destroy-
ed the environment of a little 'primi-
tive' country in Asia in the name of
freedom. They should, but they

'J,UOM

Brecht In Bengali
A. M.

TRANSPLANTATION, whether of
high-yielding varieties of seeds

or of plays from abroad, is a diffi·
.cuI tart. N andikar has revelled in
this particular challenge ever since
the group was brought together. Its
Pirandelloes in Bengali were admir-
able exercises in verisimilitude, -and
the solitary Chekhov till now has been
no less praiseworthy. Fidelity to the
original is' not always a praiseworthy
virtue in dramatic adapatations, but,
in all its past productions, Nandikar
had succeeded in work.ing out a via
media, so that the blend between
liberties taken at the margin and
overall allegiance to the core of the
original suggested a near-perfect
alchemy.

Obviously BrecJ1t is a more difficult
terrain, and I have my doubts about
how to rate Nandikar's rendering of
Die Dreigroschenoper) which has been
billed as Tin Paisar Pala. There
need be no picking of quarrel over
the external aspects of the adapta-
tion i the prerogative here belongs
exclusively to the producer-adapter.
Thus the locale is Calcutta in the
eighth decade of the last century, a
peculiar mish-mash of quasi.feudal-

. ism and demi-colonialism; Peachum
is J atindranath (Asit Bandyopa_
clhyay), Macheath is Mahin (Ajitesh
Bandyopadhyay), Polly is Parulbala
(Keya -Chakravarty), Tiger Brown is
transformed into Bagha Keshto (Ru-
draprasad Sengupta), Jenl1Y's Bengali
incarnation is Jyotsn(l (Man ju Bhatta-
charya), and Lucy emerges as Lotu
(Simantini Das); the lone Streetsingex:.
in Brecht has been provided with
some support in logistics, as well as
some cronies, in Tin Paisar Pala; a
few Berliner Ensemble-esque masks
have been made use of; there is
plenty of cynical gaiety which is one
of Brecht's major charaoteristics.

But I am afraid there is still a
hiatus. Despite the Bengali text
more or less following the original
libretto, Tin Paisar Pala is more'
Beggar's Opera than Die Dreigrosche-
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ARUN KUMAR PRAMANICK

A Marcel Carne Session

]

Destiny
- Destiny plays an important role in
all the three fi1ms--Quai des Brum~
(1938), Hotel du Nord (1938) and
Les Partes de la Nuit (1946). In
the first the tramp with his forebod- ,
ing presence symbolises destiny and
in the last 'there is actually a.-.charac-
ter (again a tramp) who calls him-
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Carne had all along been concern-
ed with the realities of life, but his
realism--far from the naturalistic
sense-,-was born of his own style,
tra~sformed by his personal vision.
The images of everyday life in his
films are, as he visualised them. Here
one must agree with Henri Lemaitre
that Carne used light as a painter ~
would to heighten the effects through
visual images. Lemaitre calls it
"fantastic realism". No less-a person
than Orson Welles has paid t['ibute
to Carne's style. He has observed
that his own realism is nearer to
Game's than to Rossellini's. Rossel-
lini also has acknowledged Carne as
one of the greatest!European metteurs
en scene) -though, according to him,
Carne should have ,come out
in the streets leaving behind the
studio-made setlS. He always worked
within the confines of studio sets,
often very expensive. A feeling for
the atmosphere and minute attention
to details made his sets come to lif~.
In this field he had a useful colla-
borator in Alexandre Trauner, who
made the sets of all the films of his
earlier phase.

merry jig. The music has a lilt, the
masks and posters are done with ima-
gination, the decor is cute. Both
Ajitesh Bandhyopadhyay and Asit
Bandyopadhyay are competenll in
their roles, perhaps the latter a shade
more so. It is however sad that Keya
Chakravarty's Polly does noll quite
come off; and I think she has been
the victim as much of diction as of
direotion.

FOUR of Marcel Carne's films
have been in the film society

round in Calcutta, It is always in-
teresting-and somel\imes highly re-
warding-to be able to examine a
director's works in retrospect, parti-
cularly when there' is an underlying
thematlie unity. The recent retros-
pective is by no means complete, but
three of the films dwell on the same
"romantic fatalism" which was a
characteristtic of all Carne's films
during the period. Had his Le Jour
se leve (1939)-seen here earlier-
been included, it would have been
a nearly complete programme.

Carne's career as a film-maker can
easily be divided into two phases-
one of ascendancy culminating in
Les Partes de la Nuit (1946) and the
other followed by his decline there-
after. No matter how hard he tried
during his later phase, he never got
back the touch which made the films
of his ear.lier period real works of
art. He has now been more or less
accepted as a spent force. One im-
portant feature of the earlier phase
is that Jacques Prevert wrote the
scripts for all his films except! Hotel
du N(1rd. It is universally accepted
that theirs was one of the greatest
creative partnerships in / the history
of cinema. It has been said that the
poet in Prevert and the realist in
Carne combined to create what has
been called the "poetic realism" in
their films. No doubt Prevert had a
considerable influence on him, but
Carne's style was his own.

I

ing occasioned by the entry of the
Reitender Bote; but the stratagem
does not clid

Bereft of the message, what are we
left with then? Maybe something
which has a family resemblance to
what a musical b<lsed on Girish
Ghose's Praphulla would have been.
For heaven's sake, please do not call
that Brecht.

Otherwise Tin Paisar Pala is a

My second objection is more subs-
tantive. Brecht sans social content
amounts to nothing,' and this is pre-
cisely what Ajitesh Bandyopadhyay's
production almost succeeds in accom-
plishing. The gay abandon in Brecht
is a facade for putting across biting
social criticism. But in Tin Paisar
Pala, all the endeavour is for embrac-
ing the facade, as if that by itself is
the richest of nuggets. This is a tra-
vesty of Brecht. In Die Dreigros-
chenoper the under-current of social
revolt is pervasive, from beginning
till end there is no escape from the
message which is really the medium.
In Tin Paisar Pala, perhaps as fm
after-thought, the message is sought
to be tagged on at the finale, in the
unnecessary stretching of the clown-

naper. The divergence is partly the
product of attitude, and only partly
arising from a problem in diction.
To dispose of the latter point first.

-Die DreigroschenojJer is set to music
in entirety, the only departures being
the interventions of the Streetsinger;
the result is a certain easy continuity
in movement and action; since the
medium does not change, no shadow
falls between banal slapstick and the
crescendo of profundity which may
immediately follow; from the first
overture to Macheath's final declama-
tion, it is one integrated whole. Tin
Paisar Pala does not even attempt
any such integration. Setting the en-
tire thing to music has not been
thought feasible; unlike in Brecht,
the Streetsinger does not speak, but
sings; however" the main text is split
three ways, and about evenly: one-
third is rendered in music; a second
one-third is straight dialogue, and in
a patois which one takes on trust to
be North Calcutta circa 1876 A.D.;
and the final one-third isgushing
f{'eeyerse, variant middle-1960's. The
three elements do not intermesh;
the outcome is a heterogeneity. The
rashes of free verse are a particular
torture. What partioularly' raises
one's ire is the treatment meted out
to Polly's excruciatingly lovely and
touch.ing Barbara-Song (Der Song
vom Nein und Ja).



The other film, Drole de Drame
(1937), belongs to an qltogether dif.
ferentl genre. Made in the best tra-
ditions of French burlesques, it is a
highly amusing and satisfying camedy
of the foibles of the turn of the cen-
tury baurgeoisie and a caricature of
the manners and lives of the English.
Although the film is brilliantly can.
ceived and much of it is, in its way,
extremely funny, the genre was per.
haps never to Carne's heart. He did
notl return to. it.

And what a galaxy of stars-Jean
Grabin, Michele Morgan, Arletty,
Michel Simon, Louis Jouvet, Pierre
Brasseur, Francoise Rosay, Jean-Louis
Barrault, Jean-Pierre Aumant, Yves
Montand. It is always a treat, to
watch them.

Finally, a word about the quality
of the prints and project'ion.. The.
images were on the whole fuzzy, in-
tensity of light fluctuating and audi_
bility poor. The 16~mm screen
should not perhaps be enlarged a~
will. The projection would definite-
ly have improved if the projector was
placed nearer to the screen and had
it been a much smaller auditorium.
A veteran film societiy member how-
ever tends to. overlook these annoy-
ances.

The bourgeois press keeps harping
on the slighest disturbance or skir-
mish and proclaiming loudly that the
root of it all lies with the OPI (ML) .
But the situatian in Jadavpur Univer-
sity shauld be brought to. light to. ex-
pase the hoadw~n~ing-the,:public
policy of the Press and its allied
agencies.

On Saturday, January 31 the Phar-
macy Department (union run by
CPVM stooges) arganised a cul-
tural function, presided over by Mr
Satyapriya Roy, the West Bengal
Eduactian M.inister, to. which were in- .
vited the Demacratic Yauth Federa-
tian rowdies in their hundreds. Stu_
dents of variaus quarters af the un.iver-

,.. self Destiny. While there is no such
symbolic chara,cter in Hotel du Nord
the inherent fatalism is never missed.
All three films end in the violent
death af one af the protagonists..-by
gunshot in all three cases. A sense
of imminent doom is there, the pro-
taganists are helpless creatures fight-
ing against, invincible odds. Melan-
choly and despair are writ large every-
where. Lass of innocence, yearning
for love, longing for lost values, de-
sire to escape to a happier world,
efforts to begin life anew-these are
the common traits. Love cannotl
hold out in this imperfect world, the
evil forces are tao strong. Carne's
protagonists are basically innacent
souls, all a little soiled and unable
to. extricate themselves from the
machinations of the evil forces. Ed-
mond in Hotel du Nord is of course
different, but he too earnestly seeks
to change his evil ways after meeting
the pure and innocent Renee. But
in his heartl he knows all the time
that he is fighting a losing battle and
coolly surrenders to destiny in the
end. His surrender is nathing b'L1it
suicide, his end is fated much though
he wauld have liked to have his place
in the sun, even under a different
sky. The suicide pact of the lovers

<. is bound to fail as their end is not
destined to. be so. Here af caurse
Renee, the other protagonist, is re-
united with her lover in the end.

The total picture of uncertainty
and despair is of course symbolic af
the aRe-the pre-war years and the
period during accupatian in France.
Depression, corruption, chaas, politi-

• cal instability and general deteriora-
.,. lion at all levels were the arder of

the day. In the words of Arthur
Knig-ht, " ... most af the directors,
looking at the contemparary scene,
saw only despair. Their concern for
people remained, but the cheerful
image of Jean Gabin joining with his
friends to build a new life in They
were Five gave way to a Gabin, sullen
and alane, awaiting death in his be-
sieg-ed hotel room of Le Jour se leve
(1939) . Suffering, suicide, sudden
death-t,hese themes became virtually
the absession of French film makers'
as the thirties drew to. a close."
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FRONTIER

Letter~

Jadavpur Clashes

sity assembled, and after the function,
those who believe in the policy af the
CPI (ML) were charged with having
stabbed a CPI-M worker. This
was a lie and meant to provoke a
skirmish, as was later confirmed by
reliable medical sources. The alter-
ca.tian did not develop further, thaugh
the atmaspT1ere was tense. On Mon-
day, the CPI-M union ga:ve the
call for a strike and pickets gathered
outside the gates. They COmprised
armed DYF workers, br.ibed factory
workers af Jay Engineering and
hired goondas. So tha t peace could
be maintained an the campus the
CPI (ML) refrained from entering it.
The disappointed pickets ordered all
buses to halt and dragged au t those
who sympathise with the CPI (ML)
and mercilessly beat! them. Seven
students were injured and this natur-
ally angered the Naxalites who then
rose in protest. Tension still prevails.

A STUDENT

Jadavpur

Visva-Bharati

The teachers and non-teaching em-
ployees of Visva-Bharati appreciate
your review of the existing affairs at
Visva-Bharati (February 7). But
there is a minor mistake in your note,
where it is stated that "anyone em-
ployed in the University shall not be
a member of the Ashramik Sangha."
The fact is that any ex-student em.
played as the University staff can, be
a member of the Ashramik Sangha
or the Alumni Association. But he is
debarred from being elected to the
University Court (Samsad) essentially
because he is an -employee of the Uni-
versity. Therefore, the ex-students
who shall be in authority through
elections must necessarily, under the
terms of the statute, be outsiders a<nd
they, as your statement correctly
points out, "much as the absentee
Zamindars did, ... became a part of
the University administration with-
out having any idea of what goes on
in Santiniketan."

ARUN MAJUMDER

Santiniketan .
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"

crudeness has
the diaIectjc

P. BHATIACHARYYA
Kenduadihi, Bankura'

'Murky Comedy'

Our Agency in Madras:
Ananth Agencies,
Mr A. KR ISHNAMOORTHY,
14-H, Gopalapuram 1st Street,
Gopalapuram,
Mactras - 6.

Apropos your editorial 'Murky Co-
medy (January 10) I do not agree
with your statcment that "It could
be a f;:Jir proposition to argue about,
that it was not so much the rant-
ings and machinations of a Moham-
med Ali Jinnah but thc exploitatory
~varice of the Hindu Bhadralok
which brought about the birth of
Pak.istan." This argument will not
appeal to those who fully know the
history of the birth of Pakistan.
Pakistan was not created as a result
of the so-called exploitation of big
and small landholders of the Muslim
peasants. There were ,numerous Mus-
lim landlords in East Bengal and
many Muslims werc landowners or
jotedars. You have not found fault
with the Muslim jotedars of East
Bengal.

FRONTIER is available from

CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY
23/90 Connaug-ht Place
New De1hi-l

This year the material
been sublimated onto
plane.

You have commcn ted that parti-
tion has put an end to exploitation.
This- is a travesty of truth. The

~ Muslim peasants of East Bengal are
still hungry and famished and the
rich Muslim landlords are exploiting
thc poor Muslim fanners.

MIIIIR KUMAR MUKHERJEE

Asansol

G. B. UPRFTI
Delhi

D.isorder Is Justice

Mj~htjer Than Sword

. I do assert that I any proud of
everything whieh is associated with
Bengal and its people. I am not a
Bengali, but being an Indian I have
every reason to be proud of that land
and its people, \Ve are now discredit-
ing and denigrating the popular mass
upsurge in Bengal, but the Bengalis
are yet a living people with qualities
of head and heart', and have not
been ossified, petrified or fossilised
like the rest of us. The activities of
the peasants and labourers in West
Bengal are being called unconstitu-
tional or illegal because they ask for,
their legitimate rights. Similarly, the
strike of the scavengers in Delhi is
being termed as illegal because they
want to overcome the subhuman con.
ditions which we have imposed on
them for ages.

But if injustice is the order, disor-
der is justice! This I quote neither
from Marx. nor Bakuriin (an anar-
chist), nor ,from Marxist theoreticians
like Lenin, Mao, Castro, Guevara or
others, but froin Romain Rolland, a
great' humanist and biographer of
G;mdhiji.

The feast of epistles that one can
get for eight:een paise a day is likely
to promote rather than cloy the cl1rio-
sity about- the workings of the master
minds that produce them. As such
letters emanate from the highest· offi-
ces of the State, they are emhellished.
like the plume of rich Christm~s
cakes, with foreig-n phrases, especially
Latin. One letter however contained.
a Hindi nhrase-"Ulte Chor Kotwal
ko Dante." No, it has nothing- to do
with the consort of Beatrice but
merely betrays its Delhi orig-in. The
delay in replying can also be explain-
.ed-processing in D~Jhi 'took '>Ome
time. Howsubtlv Delhi moves in
matters of West Beng-al; In 1967,
the string of the puppet show snap-
ped on October 2, with a bang.

S. K. SAXENA

Patna

CORRECTION

Guru And Pupil

18

I am in my seventies and was a
student of the Banares Hindu Uni.
versity, stu/dying philosophy. ;In a
meeting of leading Indian philoso-
phers, in the twenties, held there,
which I attended, Sri Seal, an old
man, with a white beard, was in the
chair. Dr Radhakrishnan delivered
his speech at the fag end and Sri
Seal was the last. vVhen he concluded,
Dr Radhakrishnan rose, touched the
feet of Sri Seal and said for everyone
to hear: I feel ashamed now, after
listening to this giant's short speech,
to call myself a philosopher. Anyway
I must telI you humbly that in In-
dian' philosophy, he is the guru of
all gurus, and. I regard myself now,
at the most, as one of his pupils.

Without casting aspersions on any-
body, I daresay that the fame of the
pupil is due to a large extent to meti.
culous p\lblie relations as well as to
his entry into the fields of politics
and diplomacy.

The publication, in English, - of
the two books by Russian Indologists
reviewed in Front,ier last week is an
entirely private effort on the part of
the publishers and not part of any
"officially sponsored project". The
mistake is regretted.-Editor.

A regular reader of your journal,
I must thank you for this progressive
magazine. But at the same time, I
cannot but notice that it has some-
thing missing, maybe consistency and
sharpness. The articles on foreign
affairs, most of them very useful, are
sometimes a bit too academic and
too subtle for or.dinary readers. Your
comments should hav,e more depth
and objectivity. Some articles betray
superficial knowledge of India. The
article by Primila Lewis (February

I 7) shows that she has forgotten the
greatest Indian philosopher in Br!-
tish India, Sri Broj'endranath Seal.
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