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KERENSKY TO KOSYGIN
A -near-nonagerian died last week in a New York hospital. The name

was Alexander Kerensky. Nobody seemed to care. Alexander
who? The name was Kerensky. A whiff of distant memory barely dis.
turbed the placidity of current emotions. Perhaps the only comment
noteworthy on the occasion is with respect to the sequence Qf two daites ~
poor Alexander Kerensky had to wait for his death; the centenary of
Lenin's birth was in the way, first things first. History, inexorable history~
determinist history, stil1 likes to indulge in sundry ironies.

Kerensky the interregnum was, for nearly half a century, Kerensky
the relict. It was almost an indecently long period to keep on bearing
witness, in person, to the historicity of a futile endeavour. Printed words
are often doctored words; it is therefore difficult to vouchsafe, despite
Kerensky's Own published commentaries, whether he really did enjoy the
role. There is Qf course the lure of money, fabulous standard of living.
an excess of ersatz hero-worship. But did all this--and does all this--
compensate for the basic indignity that is involved: running down one's
Own country and its people, their magnificent achievements, and their
equal1y magnificent dreams? It is a question which one needs scarcely
confine to Kerensky, the gentleman-politician-cum-amateur_social_revolu.
tionary with a distaste for the sight of blood. As the revolution proceeded
in the Soviet Union, a steady stream of other deserters joined the deposed
figurehead of the first post-Rqmanov regime. The Revolution was not-
it could not be-devoid of mistakes .and minor blunders; a social re-order.
ing without trials and errors is an impossibility. Those who cited such
errors as justification for forsaking the historical process are pitiable
creatures.

Beginning with Kerensky and, for the present, ending with Stalin's
daughter, it is not a smal1 list of deserters. Maybe this is where Kerensky
would have claimed vindication of the path he chose: even as rigor mortis
was setting into his physical frame, the offspring of Stalin was regali'l1g
Goldwaterish American hearts with stories of native torture. Marxist
tenets as they stand, let us have the honesty to admit, are incapable of
explaining such quirks as are represented by Alliluyeva or KuzJlletsov.
What is often crudely described as human engineering can suffer from a
lack of integration in a briskly socialist clime, and the ccmsequence may
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Were,given very perfunctqry treatment
lest the noisy radicals should ask too
many quest.ions." A foreign ;polic}1
resolution was packed with platitudes.
And the platitudes ,were not very
consistent either. A peaceful solu-
hon of differences with China is a
harmless wish, but the resolution also
wanted such a solution to "bring back
the Indian territory illegally occup~ed
by China". The extent of the terri-
tory meant was not defined; so it
might appear that the Congress(R)
th~nks it possible that China will give
up even Aksai Chin in order to make
peace with India. Perhaps the Con-
gress(R ) leaders themselves did not
know what they meant. The only
hit of courage shown was the demand
for withdrawal of U.S. troops from
'Cambodia. Let us be grateiful for
even the _;smillest mercies, though
they do not amount to anything but
a gesture.

Since these men were much more
voluble on communalism some people
may be led to believe that here at
least is a clear-cut policy. But there
.is not the slightest evidence that any
action is intended. The demand for
a ban on the RSS was neatly shelved;
the Shiv Sena was not even recogni-
zed as a communal organization. Mr
Chavan frankly admitted that the
decision on a ban would have to be
political: whether by acting against
the RSS the Congress (R) would lose
some political support. There were
also hints that elections were near.
Clearly Mrs Gandhi thinks that her
best bet is to win as many votes as
possible by a wordy crusade against
communalists and reactionaries with-
out losing any by acting against such
people among her own supporters.

The Prime Minister and her advi-
sers were, of course, shrewd enough
to see that a progressive stance, how-
ever unrelated to action, would look
ludicrous if she imposed a ban on
West Bengal's "Left adventurists".
Besides, she must have an alibi for
not imposing one on what the
Congress (R) itself calls "para-mili-
tary communal organizations". So

Compromise And Survive
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be varied. The depiction of social-
ism as a human utopia assumed a
certain transformation of attitudes,
motivations and mental frames. It " With an air of great! profundity the·
,could be that .a model of rapid eco- Requ(isitioni~ts' AIGC hsted five
nomic growth which is over-biased dangers facing' the nation.· Naturally
towards piece rate of wages and the the way the party is trying to take the
Liberman principle has rather F-oor people for a ride was not listed as one
defences against the manifestations of the five. A calculatedly vague
of individual avarice. It could be indictment of vest,ed interests and
that defections from the system are a Right reaction breaks no bones SO

symptom-a symptom of the maladies long as socialist transformation re-
that rise in case the pent-up needs mains an equally vague verbal exercise.
of a cultural revolution are deliber- The po1itic~ resolution leven shied
ately throttled from above. away from what would have been no

On such matters, speculation can more Jhan an empty call for Left con-
indeed be unending. And ,it is fair sollclation. Mrs Gandhi was for pro-
enough that, on occasion, the benefit gress so long as the pace remained
of the doubt be accorded to the apolo- slow; she would, she said, have to work
gists in Moscow-and their profession- with the people's consent. And ,if
al henchmen across the six continents.
But what does one do in the face of people wanted to act instead of wait-
incontrovertible evidence that the ing indefinitely for progressive Con-
Kerensky clap has infected the entire gressmen to honour their pledges, it
leadership of the most powerful State would be Left adventurism, "a crude
supposedly ruled by a Communist expression" -to \quote the political
Party? Revolution is not a land- resolution's lofty languacge>-"of im-;
locked concept, and no nation or its patience and frustration". Even more
leaders can claim an inalienable loftily, the resolution added that such
right for the ultimate interpretation crudity "has only temporary appeal".
of the content of socialism. Yet, it The Congress (R) apparently thinks
is easy to indicate what is not social- that its successes in recent by-elec-
ism, what violates the principles of tions indicate a more durable appeal
inter>national brotherhood. The cur- which has given a "severe jolt" to the
rent craze for bourgeois conformism "adventurist Left". But the "adven-
in the Soviet Union is not socialism, turists" have no time for such elec-
the push in/to CzechosJovakia has tions; so why should they be

.been pure Ko1chak, the machinations bothered? And why bother about
against China are an outrage, the them when their appeal is so tempo-
alacrity with which the Soviet leader- rary? The Congress (R) analysis of
ship is seeking camaraderie with the by-elections is a delightful essay in
Richard Nixon the boor is nauseat- self-complacency: not only has the
ing. While using the banner of the "adventurist Left" received a jolt, but
Red Flag, the rulers of the USSR are the Right too has been categoric::llly
resolutely going about to sabotage rejected. If Mr Subramaniam noted
socialist principles. a process of Right consolidation, it

Thus, despite the quiet obituaries, was not mentioned in offici::ll docu-
. Alexander Kerensky has died with ments. On one point, however, the
,'ictory welI grasped. His soul will by-election document may cause a
rest in peace, for, finally, the Soviet 1 b
Union itself has defected to counter- ittle em arrassment. "The parties
revolution. of the cheap leWst stance" are said

to have been "down-graded". Well,
well, for once the Congress (R) seems
to be right, though perhaps not in the
sense intended. But then the CPI
is surely excluded.

The entire session marked a com-
promise between shadow-boxing and
surrender. The ; economic issues



political sfructure of the country be
overhauled to ensure employment,
will the demand be considered poli-
tical? Or, when 'they condemn
harassment of innocent students by
house-to-house searches? Or, when
they demand a popular government?
The situation ,in the country IUodayis
such that no is'Sue can be taken in
isolation from politics. Even the
most clear-headed chiefs of educa-
tional institutions should be congra
tulated ,if they can determine where
the political.ity of an issue begins.

The Government, it seems, is more
worried over the student power today
than over workers' or peasants' struggle
in the State. With the pol,itical par.
ties wrangling over the leadership of
the workers and the peasants, the
movement on these fronts has virtu':
ally come to a stop. TIle Govern-
ment must have chosen the moment
to be the most opporfune to strike
at the students whose burgeoning
strengtlI might give the peasants and
workers a new direction.

Suyin, novelist and journalist who
had earned notoriety for her pro-
Chinese views. "One Asia" as envi-
sioned by President Marcos, had no
room for such journal.ists who had for-
feited their right to be Asian by
sympathising with un~As.iancountries
like China. The Filip.ino Immigra-
tion Commissioner, Edmundo Reyes,
made no bones about .it when he said,
as reported by Japan Times, that Dr
Han Suyin stood for an "ideology and
a political system diametrically
opposed to our own" and her visit
"at this time will surely add fuel to
the flames of subversion and revolt
that are increasingly leaping with
uncontrolled funny (sic) at our free
insti tutions".

But preventing infiltrators from
outside Ilike Han Suyin was easier
than weeding out subverSoiveagents
within. And the remedy called for
had ,to be strong. President Marcos
lately found out that two Chinese
journalists working m Manila itself,

A Manila Story

FRONTIER

Dhavan's "brain and conscience".
Anyway, even Mrs Gandh.i now seems
to think the West Bengal Congress
eminently expendable. In the other
direction, others' - turns will come in
good time, wh.ich is a point for the
Leftist parties to ponder. We do
not mean the CPI alone.

science as a part of the humanities
syllabus, and the code .clashes aga.inst
the spirit of the studies. And, who
determines the political.ity of any
assembly? If student~ assemble within
the campus and demand, for example,
reduction of tuition fees, re-examina-
tion of answer papers, dismissal of
corrupt teachers, probe into fradulent
use of funds, will the assembly be
deemed pol.itical? If the students
demand that they be given jobs when
they pass out and the socio-economic

A correspondent wr.ites:
There has never been any doubt

about the democratic credentials of
the Government of the Phil.ippines.
Manila's concern specially for freedom
of the press has always been very
touching. Manila not only chose
to become the headquarters of
the International Press Institute one
of the staunchest guardians of' the
"free' press but also offered to host
any jamboree dedicated to th.is cause.
The latest proof of this concern came
last month when President Marcos ,
undeterred by any traditional regard
for law or morality and braving all
publ.ic criticism, deported two jour-
nalists to Taiwan for their anti-demo-
cratic and subversive writ.ings.

Earlier at the time of the "One
As.ia Assembly" sponsored by the
Press Foundation of Asia, held as
'usual' at Manila, the Mecca of the
free press, President Marcos foiled
attempts to subvert the democratic
press by barring entry to Mrs Han

Cu~hing Students

she had to disappoint a pathetic group
from West Bengal led by Mr Bijoy
Singh Nahar. Mr Tanm· Kanti
Ghosh was reportedly _shocked to see
Naxal.ite activities being described as
"Left adventurism" when, in his
opinion, •they constituted pla.;n trea-
son. Another West Bengal stalwart
thought that Mr Jyoti Basu was Mr

Political rallies w,iIInot be hereafter
allowed inside \Vest Bengal schools,
colleges or universit,ies. The chiefs
of the educational -institutions have
been reminded by the State Govern-
ment that the Bengal Educat.ion Code
does not permit any political assembly
within educational campuses, because
polit.ics is no part of education.

The revival of the colonial code,
devised by, the British to suppress
freedom struggles, may appear to
many as ridiculously anachronistic
but the bureaucrats must have their
Own logic. They know the stuff the
students of this State are made of
and they should have no doubt that
the code will be honoured by viola-
tions. That.is what they are possibly
counting on. They have deliberately'
laid the trap; they want to draw the
militant students out to put Ithem
under tr.ial on concrete charges, such
as violation of the code or unlawful
assembly. The P.D. Act being tem-
porarily put in abeyance, the police
must be armed .in some such ways.
Another convention that the police
will not enter educational campuses
without permiss.ion of the authorities
concerned has been already thrown to
the winds. So, the stage is set. The
State. is ready for the battle and wait-
.ing for students to reappear in their
'institutions after the summer vacation.

It is no use remind.ing the bureau-
crats that the revival of the code
brings forth several contradictions.
W,ise guys as they are, they know ,it
better than anyone else but could not
care less. TIle code clashes against
the fundamental rights of the country,
formulated after the code. The uni-
versities have prescribed political
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officials were suspended for the
crime. And the fantastic part of it
all is that the minifront and their
hallelujah newspapers put out stories
of alleged 'Marxist atrocity' in Ma-
d2i. Dispassionate observers who
toured Marxist strongholds in this
area have reported that the Marxists
have not thought fit to pay the Lea-
gue back in its own coin, yet. But,
if this situation continues, the peo-
ple will have to mobilise theIp-selves
and this would be the ideal condi-
t.ion for the Jana Sangh and the RSS
to win large sections to their side.
And the stage would be ready for a
widespread communal conflict.

The strike by over a lakh of high
school teachers (going on at the
time of writing), has been taken by
the Muslim League Education Minis-
ter and his party as a prestige issue.
While the teachers struck work
against increased workload and irra-
tional 'improvements' introduced
during the current academic year, the
Education Minister stood firm and
made an appeal to the public to re-
sist the struggle of the teachers.
This has been. taken by the League
as an open invitation for mass-lve
intervention in the struggle. Its
goondas have been special.ising in
assaulting picketing teachers in Mala-
puram District and .in parts of Can-
nanore. Intimidation of striking tea-
chers, manhandl.ing of teachers, foul
mouthed insults to picketing women
teachers and armed intervention by
which headmasters are obliged at the
po.int of the dagger to open the
schools and run them, whether there
are staff and students or not, this is
the picture of intervention. The only
section among teachers who have not
joined the strike are the Arabic tea-

. chers, Leaguers all of them. Inci-
dentally, under the Education Minis-
ter Mr Mohamed Koya's dispensa-
tion, Arabic, which even the Kerala

Danger Signals

WHILE a big hue and cry
erupted over the "Indianisa-

bon" proposal of the Jana Sangh, it
is interesting to note a process that
has been gathering momentum in
Kerala. The process is highlighted by
the communalisation of the Muslim
population, through political influ-
ence and power. And, of late, with
a Muslim League leader enjoying
autocratic power as the Home Mi-
n.;ster cum Education Minister in
the CPI-Ied minifront Cabinet, it
has reached quite some proportion.
It is a glaring factor of the Kerala
administration today that although
On paper the CPI is supposed to lead
the administration, the de facto
leader is the Muslim League and to
a lesser extent the Kerala Congress.
This seems to have gone to the heads
of the League following which in
turn has led, as a side-effect, to the
emergence of militant Hindu
communalism.

Consider the sequel to the Madai
by-election and to the strike by the
teachers. The victory in the two by-
elections at Kottarakara and Nihm-
bur had fired the minifront parties
with redoubled determination to
wrest the Madai seat from the Mar-
xists. To this end they employed all
means, fair and foul. But the Mar-
x.ists won. There followed terror
against the voters in pockets like Mat-
tool and Madai panchayats. In broad
daylight organised armed gangs of
.Leaguers go about burning houses and
destroy.ing property of suspected
Marxists and Syndicate Congress sup-
porters. Large numbers of people
have fled from Madai to refugee
camps in Papinisseri and other places.
Many have lost their lives and many
have just . disappeared. The pollce
look helplessly on, as the League
goondas run riot. The police got
their cue when they arrested a few
Leaguers carrying arms. Nine police
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Quintin and Rizal Yuyitung, were
engaged in .subverting Filipino demo-
cracy by writing mischievous articles
in their newspaper the Chinese Com-
mercicrl News. On countless occa-
sions they had tried to undermine
government's authoirty by criticisi-ng
the administrative corruption and
£a,ilure. The pap~r's\ supp0J:t for
student demonstrators was designed to
overthrow the government by violent
revolution. TIle Chinese brothers
(one of whom even managed to be-
come the President of the Manila
Overseas Press Club) were arrested at
the Press Club and whisked away to
Taipeh in an air force jet. Generalis-
s.imo Chiang's judges were certainly
the fittest people to assess their anti-
democratic crimes.

A few days before theh arrest the
Yuyitung brothers had renounced their
Chinese citizenship to avoid depor-
tation to Taiwan. They said they
owed their allegiance to the Chinese
people but not to Taiwan. Wasn't
this another way of saying that they
owed allegiance to People's China?
With such conclusive prooofs at hand
President Marcos could not be ex-
peded to take into consideration
minor things like the megality of de-
portation to a country the deportees
do not belong to. Of course President
Marcos demonstrated an unwarranted
humanitarian concern for the Chinese
brothers. They had so enraged the
Filipino people by their pro-com-
munist writing that their Me was
,in danger. That is why, as the
Government stated, "to protect their
lives and avoid embarrassment to the
Philippines Government, we have
taken the necessary steps to prevent
any untoward incident, however reo
mote, so/that it would not be SOlidth::Jt
this Government has been remiss in
its duty to protect their lives".

The democratic press in India
which showed a sleepless concern
for the Brit.ish correspondent detained
last year in Peking on the charge of
spying must have been unware of the
Filipino deVelopments. Or how :to
explain their silence about the coura-
geous measures taken by Manila that
ensured once again the cherished ideal
of freedom of the press?



FROM A CORR£sPONDENT

The Sena at first started agitat.ion
against 'Keralites and Ma;dfasis and:
gradually went on to attack ~he
Muslims. Except the fact-findmg
mis~.ion formed after the recent irots,
concerted political action has not
been thought of by any party. The
Kamgar Maidan from where glorious
working class movements. were once
led is now deserted under the threat of
the Sh.iv Sena. Nowhere is militancy
in the movement felt. Yes; militancy
was recently demonstrated by both
communist parties as a token of trail-
ing behind the Indira Government on
the eve of bank nationalisation. But
follow-up for worker participation .in
the management of the banking in-
dustry was never organised though the
CPI controls the bankiQg un.ion.
Truth is hard to face, said one of the
participants in the univerf.ity group
discussion.

What is the lesson to be drawn
from the murder of Desa.i? There
will be other murders so long as State
power remains with the Congr.ess,
R or O. The Naik Government wm

hands of the Sena. The March 2
Bandh was also supported by the
CPI and opposed only on paper by
other parties, without any challenge.
The PSP joined hands with the Sena
for elections. The PWP wanted to
enter into an alliance w.ith it. Even
the SSP, once the acclaimed organiser
of Bombay bandh, failed miserably on
both occa~.;ons. The CPI office was
twice attacked. But a 'progressive'
like K.K. Singhvi, a prominent lawyer
once connected with the CPI, appea-
red for Bal Thakre when he was
arrested. On top of ~t all, Mr Naik,
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra,
was invited by the CPI to inaugurate
the Lenin ,centenary weekv desp.ite
the fact that the Sena from its incep-
tion had received regular patronage
from the Naik Government.

Letter from Bombay

Aftermath Of A Murder

THE news of the murder of
Krishna Desai, CPI MLA and

v.ice-president of a workers' Union,
led about 30,000 working class
people to join a funeral proces-
sion which was unique. From w.n-
dows, galler~es, terraces and from co~-
gregated crowds in street corner~ tn-
bute was paid to the dead. Knshna
Desai after two consecutive attacks
On tUalvi Bwlding where the CPI
office is situated, had realised the
gravity of the danger .posed by the
Shiv Sena and was belIeved to have
started 9rgamsing a volunteer corps
to meet any further challenge. He
was known for his constant exposure
of the Shiv Sena's evil designs in the
Assembly. For this he had been int~-
midated on several occasions. He was
critical of his party's Line in allowing
the Sena to go on the rampage in
February and for the support extend-
ed On March 2 to the Bandh call
give by the Sena. Desai is sa.id to
have told his party comrade Dhume
that the leaders would realise their
folly if somebody became a v.ictim of
the Sena. Part of his prophecy has
come true. It remains to be seen
whether his death would awaken peo-
ple to the grave danger.

On the day following his murder a
rally was held at Nare Park where all
the 15 spokesmen of different pol.iti-
c~l parties condemned the act and
unanimously held the ShivSena guilty
and the Naik Government as an
abetter. The meeting demanded the
re~.;gnation of the Chief Minister ~~r ,
failure. a "I

A reverse verdict was passed by the
University students gathered for a
postmortem of Krishna's political
murder. They blamed all the progres-
~.iveforces irl Bombay for the murder.
Hadn't these forces allowed Shiv Sena
rule in the February riots without
any retaliation'? One trade union
after another had fallen .into the

Muslims do not speak" has been
given the pride of place in the c~r-
riculum, in the process thrustmg
back the regional language and H~ndi
and English, though there are hardly
enough students to warrant th~ enor-
mous increase ~n staff and m the
number of teaching hours for Arabic.

In all justice it hasl to be admitted
that the Marxists were responsible for
~nitiating this process of COl)1mUna-
lism. The 1965 understanding with
the Muslim League which became the
1967 alliance in wh.ich the CPI also
participated, pushed the Muslim Lea-
gue stature up. A League represen-
tative got the Education portfol.io
under E.M.S. Then came the crea-
tion of Malapuram District, a pres-
tige point for Jhe League, undeli the
E.M.S. adm.inistration. And with
the take over of administration by
the minifront, the League has be-
come virtual rulers of Kerala. No
wonder the Lea,gue following feel
they can get away w~th anything in
Kerala.

Mr SUBHAS BOSE,

An incident which would normally
have gained headlines in newspapers
was practically ~lled by the news
media: the arrest by the Central
Excise, of the san of Dr Bafaqui
Thangal, the State M~ls1im League
President, for cOIuplic.ity in gold
smuggling from Dupai. After the
initial leakage of the news of arrest,
no further report has appeared.
There are allegations that Mr Than-
gal and the minifront parties are ex-
erting pressure On the Centre to
suppress the case.

Our agent at Alipurduar

Newtown Library,

Alipurdual', P.O.,

Dist. ]alpaiguri,

West Bengal.
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view had gone so far as to append
a regular monthly Ecological Supple-
ment. Songs sung in the Ecology
teach-ins were .in the rock tradition.
The popular 'Age of Aquarius' from
Hair was sung in one teach-in in Ann
Arbor; the other hit-'ra.in-cIrops fal:'
ling on the head' from Easy Rider
was sung in chorus in another teach-
m.

It was all very colourful to behold.
G.irls with long hair, boys ditto,
slightlY-'bored looks on their face, sat,
listened and applauded and went off,
perhaps, to smoke marijuana. Con-
gressmen, -professors, student leaders
took the podium and harangued the
audience. Only five years ago, I had
seen the same scene on the campuses
of Harvard and the Un.iversity of
Michigan. The issue then was Viet-
nam.

Thc issue of ecology is all-embrac-
ing and by the same measure, some-
what abstract, whereas the issues
raised by the Civil 'Rights move-
ment and anti-war protests are more
specific and concrete. The issues
these movements have raised all re-
late to the American social, economic
and political system; but they are
seen in isolated bits while the sys-
tem goes merrily on, rolling with oc-
casional misdirected punches.

Another interesting point is that
the two earlier movements were caus-
ed by factors originating outside the
system: the Negroes have lived on
the periphery of what Galbraith cal-
led the Affluent Society and, of
course, Vietnam is about halfway
around the globe. The crises gene-
rated outside the system shook it up
and showed up the weaknesses of its
bas.ic pr~mises.

The movement against the
threat to environment should sooner
or later raise widespread questions
about the system itself.

There is no question about the
fact that Amer.ican ingenuity in tech-
nology is tremendous, and that some
of the threats to the environment-
such as smoke from automobiles' ex-
haust-can be controUed through
technology. There is already a sug-
gestion, which is technologically fea-
sible, for converting a ton of garbage

F'RONTI1!R

by peaceful means at the Centre as
partners in a coal.ition government
headed by Indira Gandhi, the real
murderer, class enemy, may conven-
iently be forgotten by most left parties
till 1972.

related. The anti-war protest move-
ment seemed to have died just as its
predecessor the civil rights movement
had-without a funeral sermon. Ni-
xon had, meanwhile, been successful
in defusing-as a commentator wrote
-anti-war sen.iiments in the country.
This he had done partly by throwing
sops of phased troop withdrawals and
partIy by appealing to the so-called
Silent Majority, which is a sloganeer-
ing term to describe the core of the
American heartland which is conser-
vative, racist, nervy and unenlightened.

Many students who were involved
in were certainly involved in the ecolo-
gical movement; a handful of them,
seaso'ned veterans of freedom and peace
marches, had splintered off into ra-
dical groups, indulging in what one
of their' leaders, Abbie Hoffman, 'cal-
led, 'Revolution for the hell of it'
(the title of his book). They were
throwing bombs, burning bu.ildings,
uttering obscenities in print and pe-
fore microphones.

The ecology movement appeared in
the midst of what was described as
the debris of two massive move-
ments, the civil . rights and .anti-
Vietnam, and the decadence of
radical politics. The form of this
movement, however, was the same as
that of the earlier movevents. (To be
fair, the civil rights movement was
better organized, had more muscle to
it). As a writer pointed out, there
were ecological jokes, ecological book-
stores, advertisements, seminars,
teach-ins, buttons. Bookstores were
receiving and displaying ecological
books in tons. The Saturday Re-

use the Shiv Sena against the commu-
nist movement in view of the elections
of 1972. At the moment we await
the arrival of militant cadres in the
political field. But in the 'larger'
interest of capturing political power

o

COME to think of if now-April
22 was Earth Day in America!

About two thousand communities
across the country then celebrated the
first Earth Day with teach-ins, lec-
tures, music, symbolic demonstrations
and clean-up of l.itters from streets-,
all focusing on the latest issue on
which the people were getting worKed
up, namely, the threat to the environ-
ment. All that seems a long way off,
after what happened following the
U.S. entry into Cambod.ia.

The movement had grown in the
past few months, almost ilke a genii
from a lamp which seemed to have
been rubbed by unseen hands. The
growth of the movement was weird in
its suddenness. Some political obser-
vers compared the movement with
the civil rights movement of the
early sixties and the a.nti-V.ietnam war
protest movement that followed it.
But few have found a pattern in the
succession-the rise and fall of a mo-
vement and its quick replacem'ent by
another.

Barely forty-eight hours before
Earth Day, a deflated Sam Brown,
who had come to national promi-
nence in October last year with his
successful coordination of the nation-
wide Moratorium movement, announ-
ced the closing of the headquarters
of ,the movement in Washington
D.C. In between the two events
came Nixon's nationally televised
broadcast announcing possible with-
drawal of 150,000 additional troops
from Vietnam in the next twelve
months.

All these three events were .inter-
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will then happen to our consumer
market? Will it not shrink?" Ehr-
11ch acidly replied, "Unplanned
growth.is like cancer." The point
was not pursued.

Robert Heilbroner in an art,i-
ticle in the Ncw York Review at
Books has put the question in the
language of pol.itical economy. The
issue of the threat to environment,
he reasoned, is related to theprob-
lem of bringing economic activ.ities
into a sustainable relationship with
the resource capabilities and waste
absorption properties, and all these
in their turn, are related to a fun-
damental problem. "TI1is problem,"
Heilbroner wrote, "can be stated as
a crucial test as to who was right-
JOhn Stuart Mill or Karl Marx."

Since the problem raised by Heil-
broner is crucial and far-reaching, it
.is worth pondering on. He wrote:
"Mill maintained in his famous
Principles, that the terminus of capi-
talist evolution would be a stationary
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cast, is going to be the question of
the seventies.

John Fisher, who has been writ-
ing 'The Easy Chair' column in the
Harper's magazine for fourteen years,
recently confessed in a closely-rea-
soned piece that without altering
three American values, it is impos-
sible to find a solution of the pol-
lution problem. TI1ese three values
are: emphasis on economic growth
for its own sake, belief in technology
and faith in private property. Paul
Ehrlich of Stanford University, who
has been.in the forefront of the
campaign for population con-
trol, was interviewed on the popular
Johnny Carson show. He pleaded
for population control in the U.S.,
pointing out that the populat.ion
problem is more serious here than in
Ind~a in terms of the threJit
to environment because an American
disposes of many times more wastage
than an Indian. Carson, then, ca-
sually .intervened, asking, "What
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(which is per cap.ita per year) into a
barrel of oil.

But as you probe deeply into the
problem of pollution of the air, wa-
ter and the earth in Amer.lca, you
will find, as the Bengali saying goes,
that as you pull harder at the ear,
the head must also be pulled. Mere
tcchnological solutions are not
enough; changes in the system are
also in order.

JUST ARRIVED

FOURTH FIVE YEAR PLAN

Deeper Questions
I was somewhat surprised to note

that so early in the ecology move-
ment, deeper questions on the
American social system were being
raised-not by radicals, but by some
writers and intellectuals who are
somewhere in the centre of the spec-
trum. Walter Cronkite of the CBS
raised the question in a muted way.
Can we solve the problem merely
through 'more of the same', namely
technology or a change.in our va-
lues? This, he declared in a broad-
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On Lenin-VIII

reason the principal content of the
activity of our party orgamzation, the
focus oJ this activity should be to
carryon work that is possible and
necessary in the period of the most
powerful outbreaks as well as in the
period of complete calm" ,3

Thus the class struggle manifests
itself as a protracted war comprising
'peaceful' phases-that is, where vio-
lence is 'h.idden' -and non-peaceful
phases-that is, where violence 'i.s
'open', Corresponding to the speCI-
fic phases of the struggle the prole-
tariat and .its allies, headed by its re-
volutionary vanguard, must be good
at utilizing the different forms of the
movement (as was shown by the
history' of Bolshev;sm) - "legal and
'illegal, peaceful and stormy, under-
ground and open, circles and mass
movements, parliamentary and terro-
rist".4 111e question of the form of
the movement and of the method of
struggle is never an absolute and abs-
tract quest.ion for the Marxists. This
question is concrete and must be set
in a specific political situation. For
.instance, the revolutionaries will par-
ticipate in or boycott the bourgeois
parliament depend.ing on the specific
political situation prevailing .in a
country. In general, during the pe-
riod of the rising tide of the revolu-
tion, when extra-parliamentary, revo-
lutionary mass action grows with ex-
ceptional rapid.ity, when not a single
section of the proletariat and its
allies can support the exist.ing govern-
ment, when the revolutionary prole-
tariat acquires influence over the
broad, backward masses by means of
strike struggle and the agrarian mo-
vement, boycott of parliament is an
absolutely correct and justified me-
thod of struggle.5 This was in fact

3 What is to be done? Chapter IV, Sec-
tion C.

• Left-wing C011l11!ll/lism,an Infantile Dis-
order (1920), eh. II.
, 0 Ibia., eh. VII.

IF the central. ques.tion of rev~lu-
tionary pohtlcs IS the questIon

of state power it follows that the pro-
letariat must prepare itself in all se-
riousness for the conquest of state
power from the bourgeoisie, The pro-
letariat can capture state power only
under a well-organized revolutionary
party steeled .in battle. It is not the
task of a loose, ill-organized, ama-
teurish body conceived by Lenin's op-
ponents. This amateurishness and
pr.imitivism in politics, Lenin con~-
batted with all his might. 11l1S
'primitivism' which underD?-ine.s"the
establishment of an orgamza:flOn at
revolutionaries capable of maintain-
ing the energy, the stability and con-
tinuity of the political struggle"
would result in the warriors marching
to battle "with astonishingly primi-
tive equipment and training like pea-
sants from the plough, snatching up
a club",! The type of revolutionary
organization conceived by Lenin, on
the other hand, would alone have
the flexibility indispensable for a
battle, that is, the ability to adapt
itself immediately to the most varied
and changing conditions in course of
the battle, the ability "on the one
hand to avoid any open battle against
an overwhelming enemy when the
enemy has concentrated all its forces
at one spot, and yet, on the other, to
take advantage of his unwieldiness
and to attack him when and where
he least expects it",2 It woudl indeed
be a grave error for the revolutionaries
to count only' on explosions, (lnly on
street battles or only on day-to-day
'peaceful' struggles of the proletariat.
"The revolut.ion must not by any
means be regarded as a single act but
as a series of mOre or less powerful
outbreaks rapidly alternating with
more or less intense calm. For that

1 What is to be donel' Chapter IV, Sec-
tion A. Lenin's emphasis.

"Whene To Begin (1901) 111 Collected
Works, vol. 5, p. 23.

state. tn effect, he prophesied the
transformation of cap.italism, in an
environment oof abundance, into a
balanced economy, in which the
capitalist both as the generator of
change and as the ma.in claimar=t of
surplus generated by change, ,:ould
in effect undergo a pamless
euthanasia."

""The Marxian view is of course
quite the opposite. The very essence
of capitalism, according to Marx, is
expansion-which .is to say, the capi-
talist, as a historical 'type', finds his
raiwn d'etre .in the insatiable search
for additional money-wealth gained
through the constant growth of the
economic system. The idea of a
'stationary' capitaliSI11is, .in Marxian
eyes, a contradiction in terms, on a
logical par with a democratic ar.isto-
cracy or an .industrial feudalism."

The issue .is that of political eco-
nomy, not of econometrics, ind.iV'i~ual
behaviour, or technology. The Ame-
rican society has reached a stage
where it can be choked by its own
irrational system of production mat-
ched by its equally irrational belief
in unplanned economy and techno-
logy. The irony of the situation is
evident in the recent campaign by
the famous economist Kenneth Boul-
ding who labels the Gross National
Product as the Gross National Cost!

The ecological movement there-
fore will pose serious questions about
the American system .itself Since it is
a broad movement which touches the
entire system, it is also easier to con-
fuse it, divert it and splinter it off
into different directions. 111e chances
are that it win run its course and an-
other movement will rise, l.ike the
crest of a wave, and then, ag;1in,
crash on the shifting sand of general
confusion. .
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'f
proved by the Bolsheviks .in 1905,
But when the revolutionary move-
ment is at a low ebb, when a very
rapid rise of the revolutionary tide
and its conversion into an uprising
cannot be expected, boycott of par-
liament is ,a mistake. That is why
"the boycott of the 'Duma' by the
Bolsheviks in 1906 was a mistake,
although a small and easily reme-
diable one" ,0

When the Marxists say that "it is
obligatory to combine legal and ille-
gal forms of struggle, that .it is obli-
gatory to participatc even in a most
reactionary parliament"7 (depending
on the specific political situation)'
they do not, for a single moment,
forget the class character of law and
parliament in a capitalist regime.
They do not, part.icularly, forget that
the function of the parliament in such
a regime is to "decide periodically
which member of the ruling class is
to represent and repress the people
.in parliament" (Marx). They know
that simply by capturing the majority
of seats in the bourgeois parliament-
which is not at all certain, provided
they are really revolutionary-they
have not captured state power on
behalf of the proletariat (the state
power of the bourgeoisie whose es-
sence lies in bureaucracy, police and
the standing army, has got to be
smasl1ed as we have seen earlier) .'
Even when they enter parliament
they behave like Karl Liebknecht, the
only real Marxist deputy in the Ger-
man Parliament in 1914 having the
courage and revolutionary honesty
to vote alone against the war credits
in contrast w,ith the rest of the So-
cial Democrats, in fact the social
chauvinists and lackeys of German
imper.ialism, who supported the im-
perialist war under the slogan of the
"defen~ of the fatherland". They
behave like the Bolshevik deputies
in the Duma who, .in contrast with
the Mensheviks, did not cease for a
single moment, under the conditions
of extreme repression, to utilize the
Duma for a ~igorous denunciation

• Ibid., eh. IV.
7 Ibid.
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of the reactionary autocracy and to
put forth the class view of the prole-
tariat on every ques,t.ion. It must,
however, be added that there are
Marxists who under the terrifically
revolutionary slogan that "the parlia-
ment .is a weapon of class struggle"
exactly do the opposite in practice
and themselves become integrated
with the bourgeois regime. "There
are different kinds of parliamentarism.
Some utilise the parliamentary arena
in order to win the favour of their
government ... others utilize parlia-
mentarism in order to re.main revolu-
tionary to the end, to perform their
duty as Socialists and internationa-
lists even under the most difficult
circumstances. The parliamentary
activities of some bring them into
min.islerial seats; the parliamentary
activities of others being them to
prison, to exile, to penal servitude.
Some serve the bourgeoisie, others-
the proletariat. Someue social-im-
perialists. Others are revolutionary
Marxists."8 (vVitness ,Our 'Commu-
n.ists-never mind the difference
between the 'Right' and the 'Left'
which in 'Pratice .is a difference
between Tweedlcdum and Tweed-
ledee-who participate .in parliamen-
tary .!elections, form ministries in
collaboration with the representatives
of the exploiting classes, show great
'militancy' in their shadow fights
aga.inst the 'reactionary' Centre and
employ the oppres~.ive .bourgeois-
landlord state apparatus to crush the
revolutionary struggles of the masses
in order to continue and thrive in
their ministerj~l offices, all .in the
name of Leninism exactly in the same
'way a,s '.the.ir p'redece~sors Kautsky
and his cohorts, served the imperia-,
list bourgeosie and betrayed the pro-
letariat in the name of Marx,ism).

All this boils down to the funda-
mental tm.th that in the political
strugggle which represents a war un-
der all its forms the proletariat must
have its fJroper strategy and tactics.
Following Stalin's exposition of Leni-
nist principles on this point we can'
say that strategy is the determination

8 Socialism and. War (1915), eh. II.

of the (lirection of the main blow of
the proletariat at a given stagc of the
revolution, thc elaboration of a cor-
responding plan for the disposition of
the revolutionary forces, the fight to
carry out this plan throughout the
g.ive11stage of the revolution, Thus
the scale of the strategy is global,
historic and its aim ,is to win the war
as a wl1ole. Tactics, on the other
hand, aim at winning a particular en-
gagement or a particular battle cor-
responding to the concrete circums-
tances .in the given period of rise or
decline in the revolution. Tactics are
a part of strategy, subordinate to it
and serving.it. Thus while the
strategy remains unchanged during a
given stage of the revoultion tactics
change according to flow or ebb of
the movement.!)

In the beg.inning the proletariat
and its allies, considered as an army,
are always weak and its adversaries,
the bourgeoisie and .its allies, always
strong. The exploiting class posses-
ses organization, experience, arms and
the State power. But, in the long
run, the proletariat with its allies,
constituting thc immense major.ity of
the population, will win because of
its .infinite dcvotion and unlimited self
sacrifice as well as consciousness and
knowledge, including the conscious-
ness of its own strength and the
knowledge of .its adversaries, their re-
sources, their objective potenbalities,
their strategy and tactics .imposed by
the objective condibons; while the
adversarieg of the proletariat will
never have the full grasp of the re-
sources of the proletariat and its me-
thods of struggle.

It is interesting to note that Len.in
avidly read Clauscwitz in ]915'.
[Karl Von Clausewitz (1780-1831)
was a German General who drew .im-
portant lessons from the Napoleonic
wars in his celebrated work on war
Yom Kri,ege (On War), published
posthumously in 1832. Lenin thought
very h.ighly of Clausewitz). In
Clausewitz Lenin only saw the con-
firmat.ion of the dialectical law: there

o Stalin-Foundations of Leninism (1924),
eh, VII.
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10 On War, BKT, ch. I, Art. 24.
U Left-Wing Communism, chapter III,
l' Clausewitz-On War, Book I, Chapter I,

Art .. 2. Emphasis in the original.

is nf'ither absolute contituity nor abso-
lute discontinuity in a process.
TIlere is a unity between peace and
war, offensive ~l11ddefensive, though
there is a profound contradiction bet-
ween them (as was to be confirmed
again by Mao Tse-tung's genius -two
decades later). As regards the first
Clausewitz's famous statement that
"war is the continuation of polit~cs
by other (i.e. violent) means10 is true
not only between states, but also bet-
ween the contcnd.ing classes. As re-
gards the second, defensive and offen-
sive are but the two different phases
of the same process; just as offensive
consolidates the defensive and carries
the battle forward, similarly it is the
defensive that prepares the offensive
and the final victory. The same re-
lation holds between advance and re-
treat in a battle. "The revolubonary
parties must complete their educa-
tion. TIley have learned to attack.
Now they have to realize that this
knowledge must be supplemented
with the' knowledge how to retreat
properly. Victory is impossible un-
less they have learned both how to
attack and how to retreat properly,"
wrote Lenin referring to the Bolshe-
'Ilks who retreated with the least loss
to their 'army' during the years of ex-
treme reaction (1907-1910) :1~ ;

The objective of the class-struggle,
for either of the contending classes is
exactly similar to the objective of
war between states-the destruction
of the adversary, that is polit:ical
destruction as an organized force.
The definition of war between the
states is also equally apphcable to the
war between all classes-"war is an
act of violence intended to compel
our opponent to fulfil our will" .12

The Marxists never take an un-
crirical attitude to war. They always
try to go beyond all mystification to
the c1aiSs-originsof a war. Unlike the
bourgeois pacifists, the Marxists al-
ways understand the inevitable con-
nection between wars and the class-

i
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gross betrayal of revolutionary pnn-
ciples. "Our slogan must be: the
arming of the proletariat for the pur-
pose of vanquishing, expropriating
and disarming the bourgeoisie ... Only
after the proletariat has disarmed the
bourgeoisie will .it be able, without
betraying the world-historical mission,
to throw all armaments on the scrap
heap; and the proletariat will un-
doubtedly do this, but only wIlen this
condition has been fulfilled, certainiy
nof be£9re".16

* * *
To the incalculable loss of the 111-

ternational proletar.iat Lenin died
before even he could consolidate the
victory of the Socialist Revolution.
This .is not the place to go into the
question of how ·in the Soviet Union,
the land of the first successful Socia-
list Revolut.ion, revisionism ultimately
triumphed in )the looddng positions
of the party and the state. We can
only say that the process began long
ago and that various fadors contri-
buted to it-inability of the Russian
proletariat under the Bolsheviks to
smash the old state machine in course
of the revolution as admitted by
Lenin himself ;17 absence of any pre-
v,iouS experience for the leaders of
the revolution; continuation of the
aggressive capitalist encirclement· in-
abiilty, on the part of Lenin's .i~me-
diate successors, to apply dialectical1y
the principles of democratic centra-
lism in party life and to always dis-
tinguish between enemies and friends
in course of the fight against the
counter-revolutionary forces; over-
emph~~is on technical efficiency and
exce~sIVe differentiation in 'mater;ial
rewards for work; and above all
the absence of a well-defined
mass line jin practice ('from the
masses to the masses'). The revi-
sionist renegacy of the Soviet leader-
Sh,ip later showed itself on a series
of fundamental lquestions-transition
to socialism, proletarian dictatorship
and the character of the state under

_ 1.Ibid., Sec. n. Lenin's emphasis,
17 See, e.g., Fizlc Years 'of the Russian

Revoullion and the Prospects of the World
Revolulion (1922).
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str'uggles and hold that war cannot
be abolished unless classes are abo-
lished and socialism is created.
"Only after we have overthrown,
fiu;ally va~qufihed, a;nd eJdwopriated
the bourgeoisie of the wllOle world,
and not only of one country, will wars
become 'impossibIe".13 ISecondly, the
Marxists do not condemn erll wars
but always make a distinction bet-
ween a just war and an unjust war,
between a defensive war and an aggre-
ssive war, supporting the first, oppos-
'ing the second. An unjust war in a
class society is a war for the benefit
of the exploiters, for maintaining
and extending their domination. A just
war is, on the other hand, a war for
the benefit of the exploited, for des-
troying the domination of the ex-
ploiters. Lenin distinguished three
kinds of just war. First, the war of
national liberation. "If Morocco
were to declare war on France, India
On Britain, Persia or China on Russia
those would be 'just', 'defensive'
wars, irrespective of who attacked
first" .14 Secondly, the civil war as
"the inevitable conrinuation, develop-
ment, and .intensification of the class
struggle." "To repudiate civil war, or
to forget about it, would mean sink-
ing into extreme opportun.ism and
renouncing the socialist revolution" .15
Thirdly, the war waged by a so-
cialist state a.gainst imperialist
aggression.

All such wars, it goes without say-
ing, must be supported by the
revolutionaries.

The bourgeo.is pacifists and the so-
cial opportunists 'forget' that one of
the most important facts of capitalist
society is that the bourgeo.isie is arm-
ed against the proletariat. It.is suffi-
cient to recall the use of troops
against str,ikers in all capitalist coun-
tries. In such a situation to ask the
exploited to disarm is nothing but a

13 War Programme of the Proletarian
Revolution (1916), .Secti~ I, our em-
phasis.

HSocialism and War (1915), Chapter I,
Lenin', emphasis.

15 War Programme of the pr.pletarian
Revolution, Section I.
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The Left Radical Viewpoint

(d) the poor quality of recrea-
tional facilities etc. etc.

The second major field .is the irrele-
vance of the training 'to the students'
fields of interest. For example, the
courses cont.inue to be built on 19th
century British university models and
information about interest.ing things
like the Black Power movement in
U.S.A. or the Cultural Revolution in
China has to be collected outside the
classroom. "In fact, this educational
system stinks of colonialism", com-
mented one surly young man. "A
prescribed nursery text-book pubJ.ish-
ed from Bombay still contains this
old 'Balba Sahibs' favourite: 'Eena
meena mo, catch a nigger by his toe,
,]f he squeals let him go.,.!" As
long as students cannot relate what is
be.ing taught to what they want to
know, dissatisfaction is bound to re-
main-particularly among high 'qua-
l.ity students.

The third problem is the low
rate of return on educational expen-
ses. The amount of time and money
spent on the student community en-
titles them on an average to much
higher emoluments and better em-
ployment opportunities than they re-
ceive. As each student nears the end
of his educational career this fact
can no longer be hidden from him.
Therefore he feels that the time or
money he and his family have spent
on education have been wasted and
that he has been socially betrayed.

Although the student· typically
starts from these problems he soon
finds that they are not separately
remediable and that short of a total
reversal of the social order, they can-
not be other than what they are. He
finds, as one revolutionary pointed
out, f~r example that "underemploy-
ment JS a result of monopoly capi-
talism". He finds that more money
for the students will not necessarily
mean a better deal. He realises with
dismay that the present system of
edu,cation .is not accidentally slanted
agamst modern topics but deliberate-
ly so.

Alternatives
When he has reached this stage

there are only two alternatives left

Chinese Communist Party, ably as-
sisted by the Vietnamese and other
Parties and the revolutionary and
national liberation movements throu-
ghout the world, .is giving the battle
royal all along the line against impe-
rialism, social-imper.ialism and their
lackeys. At the same time, as a true
disciple of Len.in, Mao, with the
Chinese Communist Party under
him, is fighting a protracted war
against the possible rise and victory
of revisionism inside China, which
w.ill serve as a beacon light for the
revolut.ionary movements everywhere.

I ( ConcI uded)
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because this is the way by which one
can .involve the largest number of
people and raise the level of their po-
litical consciousness. But, as far as
t+1e leadership is concerned, the re-
lative nature of this form of agitation
is always kept .in mind.

It is therefore no longer a matter of
satisfying the students by mere piece-
meal reforms. When one set of de-
mands are conceded the next set of
demands will be automatically ra.ised
and raised in a way that breaks down
the power of the old order and stren-
gthens the cause of revolution.

The proper way to phrase the
question therefore would be to ask
which features of society lead stu-
dents-at the first stage of the deve-
lopment of their political conscious-
ness-to become critical of society?

Logically, these fall into three cate-
gories. First', the insufficient per
capita :investment On students-the
search for quantity at the cost of
quality in educational expansion
which has been going on now for
quite some time. This leads to-

(a) a high student-teacher ratio
(b) .insufficiency of books and

reading material
(c) insufficiency of scient.ific

equipment

socialism, attitude to the national
liberation movements, war and peace
etc.

At the height of German Social
Democracy Karl Kautsky, still a Mar-
xist had predicted the shift of revo-
tionary centre from Germany to Rus-
sia. The revolutionary centre has
now shifted further to the East. In
the contemporary world it is, in fact,
Mao Tse-tung who, by his contribu-
tions to revolutionary theory and prac-
tice, has proved himself, more than
any single .individual, to be the con-
tinuator and successor of Lenin and
it is under his leadership that the

JUNE 20, 1970

IN a survey conducted among
'Left Radical' students, an

ever increasing section of the student
community in India, three very popu-
lar questions were put forward. And
from the answers g.iven, emerged,
quite expectedly, a large number of
common trends. What follows .is an
attempt by the author to present
these views:in one comprehensive
whole and answer these questions
faithfully on behalf of the students.

Question: What aspects of mo-
dern national society and establish-

= ment seem unacceptable to the
youth? At least one graduate point-
ed that the way this question was
framed betrayed a fundamental mis-
conceptiori about the nature of the
students' problem today.

At an earlier state of development
of the.ir consciousness viz.-during
the freedom movement or imme-
diately thereafter-the students used
to believe that piecemeal reform was
a significant way of improving so-
ciety. Today, however, they llave
seen the futility of this method and
are aiming at total social reorganisa-
tion through revolution. Once this
attitude is arriv.ed at, piecemeal agi-
tation :is seen to .harm the cause of
revolution rather than promote .it.
The issues continue to be piecemeal



open for him. The student e.ither
withdraws completely from social cri-
ticism or he be~omes a rcvolutionary.

Quest.ion : What changes do the stu-
'dents desire in the natipn-
al culture and Establish-
ment?

As regards this question it .is im-
portant to separate the field of cul-
hue from the field of Establishment.
The bulk of Indian students who are
critical of the Estabilshment are not
necessarily critical of Indian culture
at all. As a matter of fact, those
who have advanced far enough to see
the absolute necessity for a cultural
revolut.ion realise that at this stage
it is much more important to attack
imperialist.;c excresences like "Yankee"
culture rathe11 th~n dcnigrate, the
central body of Indian culture itself.

Of course the struggle aga.inst the
Establishment involves a struggle
against what might be called 'pseudo'
Indian culture. The typical form of
this .is seen in the maxim- "chhatra-
nam-adhyang-tapah" which means
that learning is the job of students.
The important question which .is
raised in the passage of the Mundapa
Upanishad where this part.!cular dic-
tum appears is-"Learning what?
And the answer given is surpris.ingly
modern. 'Learn that which helps you
to live.' Divorced from this context
.it is a highly reactionary dictum and
it is used as such. But in its proper
context and properly utilised this
means only that students should be
ser.ious about learning things which
help them, which is by no means a.
reactionary attitude.

A similar attempt is made when
modern teachers try to pose as gurus
of old. When d.ictums like these are
advanced it is certainly overlooked
that (a) a guru was supposed to feed
the students who came to him; (b)
was supposed to look after all aspects
of their personal welfare; and (c) re-
ceive the "gurudakshina" only when
the student was sat.isfied that he had
learned something. The traditional
Indian guru, therefore, naturally com-
manded respect. He did not have
to 'refer to tradition for that.
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The po.int at issue is simply how
Indian culture is being used. Is it
used to make the student obedient
to the- Establishment? Or is .i·t used
as a crit.ique of the Establishment?
The attitude of the student must be
governed by this.

Caste a'1d untouehab.ility probably
represent the only points at which
the modern student is opposed to
Indian culture. Connected to this
are also the priestly excesses of Indian
rel.igions which involve unjustified
expenses of time and money and
more critically the misdirection of
energy. But the way to protest
against these .is positively to empha-
size the materialistic point of view
and not necessar.ily to take out 'anti-
cow protection' morchas.

What the progressive student will
emphasize is, the folk content of
Indian culture, the material.istic and
socially critical schools of philosophy
and the high art form that constitute
the permanent Inc1.ian contrib!Jtion to
human culture. The rest he would
replace by thought and behaviour
more suited to the modern environ-
ment-even if this means the replac-
ing at Gandhi and his non-violence
with the thoughts ot Mao Tse-tung
and Lenini!

Having disposed of the question of
culture we can now turn to the Es-
tabl~shmeht, The first change the
student wants is that the Establish-
ment cease to function as a self-
regenerating elite. Th.is, as he reads
if, .involves social revolution. The
next thing he wants to change is
that the Establishment should cease
functioning as a puppet of imper.ia-
listic forces. This again .involves so·
cial revolution. Finally he wants
that the Establ.ishment should stop
functioning as an anti-people force.
This too involves social revolution. In
short all that the student wants is
to depose the present establishment
by a gigantic social upheaval. In
doing so he is ready to combat all
those aspects of Indian culture which
function as tools of the establishment
and try to foster all the socially pro-
gressive features of Indian tradit.ion.

Question; What is the conceptual
framework at the back of
youth rcsurgcnce today?

By youth resurgence we can mean
either a metaphysical ent.ity in which
youth as an idea is divorced from its
mater.ial environment ano counter-
posed as an equally metaphysical older
generation. As against this a correct
materialist.ie viewpoint looks upon
the "youth predicament in India"
(by which is meant the pred.icament
of the bourgeois youth in India) as
one of the aspects of the total social
predicament wh.ieh is the class-
struggle.

Class Struggle
Seen in this context youth activi·

ties i.e., student act.ivities, within the
universities take on the character of
a ~m"ll) scale replica of class
struggle. Mao Tse-tung says that in
society a class struggle is endlessly reo
produced as images in a hall of mir-
rors (the revolutionary peasant move-
ment in Yenan a pamphlet addres-
sed to the students of Peking Uni-
vers.ity). But all the mirrors are not
perfect m;irrors-osome arc biased.
The university environment is biased
b~cause although .it contains all class
elements it contains petit-bourgeois
element in bulk.

In the total struggle within soc.iety
as a whole the bourgeois intellectual
(which is the histor.ical role of the
students) is emancipating himself
from elite allegiance and going over
to mass allegiance. How is this re-
produced in the University? In this
field el.ite stands for authority. \ If
therefore the students have to stand
against the el.ite they must also stand
uncompromisingly against authority.
But what about sid.ing with the
masses? This cannot merely take the
form of giving union support to the
economist.ic demands of fourth-class
employees of the University (although
this is ,indispensable tactically).

Therefore the field of student acti-
yity must extend beyond the un.iver-
sity. The student must progress
from the class room to the streets.
Thus we have identified two basic
principles of· the youth movement.
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(a) A struggle against university ar:d
(b) the joining up of students 111

political activities.

What about the role of the fa·
culty? These are petit·bourgeois in-
tellectuals- par excellence. Therefore
~n the context of the total struggle
they will have to choose sides. If
they become reactionaries, they will
have to side with the eute, that is,
the authorities. By doing so they
betray their intellectual consciousness
and become incapable of any further
intellectual work. The other group
of progressive intellectuals side w~th
the students. Thus they become the
v.ictims of the counter-revolutionary
activ~ties of the authority. It becomes
the duty of the students therefore to
protect such elements whenever and
wherever possible. But this is not
the main point at issue. The main
point is that the faculty becomes
split within itself and this leads to a
catastrophic decline in the quality of
teaching and intellectual performance.

Let us now draw the threads of
the argument together. Within the
universities the class struggle takes
the form of an alliance of progress~ve
students and progressive teachers
against the forces of reaction as a
whole. This means not only reaction
within but also outside the university.
As a by-product of this we have in-
discipline (the anti-author~ty strug-
gle), the "intrusion" of politics into
student activities (extension of stu-
dent activities to politics) and dis-
unity within the faculty (i.e., the po-
larisation of petit-bourge~s intellec-
tuals). From the reactionary point of
view these are great problems. From
the students, point of view these are
the really encouraging features of the
situation. What are problems to
them are totally different.

These are-that so many students
are still not indisciplined, i.e., they
meekly obey authority, that so many
students are yet apolitical which
means that they are objectively (not
neeessar,ily subjeet.ively) reactionary,
that so few of the faculty are really
siding with the students and so many
are turning 'into reactionaries. But
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as the struggle intensifies in the total
sphere all these temporary trends will
pass as they are in fact passing. At
that point where no society as a
whole takes the dialectic leap the

Calcutta

W HAT actually .inspired the' West
Bengal Governor, Mr S. S.

Dhavan to throw a stone into the
hornet's' nest of the legal fraternity ,is
difficult to guess. But he could not
have been in any doubt about what
their reaction would be, be~ng one of
them. The expected has happened
and to mix metaphors a bit, the
lawyers are up in arms ~gainst the
Governor. Whether Mr Dhavan
himself practised what he preached
to them is a different matter altoge-
gether. But his home truths have
really gone home and rankled
very hard. The law mayor may not
be an ass. But so far as our country
is concerned it can safely ,be said
that .it is a giant spider and whoever
chances to fall into its web is lucky
to get out without being sucked dry.
Not for nothing is .it said that the
worst thing you can wish your enemy
is that he should get involved in a law
sui t.

In a previous Diary I had written
about theft of certain of my belong-
ings from the locked flat in broad
daylight. This had an aftermath.
Some of the things were found by
the police but it was the burglar him-
self who showed them where he had
taken them from. All the previous
reports to the police station and
visits by them, it seemed, had gone
underground. However, to come to
the point I wish to make, it was qu.ite
a job to get back my things recovered
by the police. First of all it seemed
I had to make an appucation to a
Magistrate for which it was absolutely
necessary that I should take the help
of a lawyer. A kind gentleman was
found who very graciously agreed to
stand for me on two days as required

university environment will inevitably
develop the conditions -for a dialectic
leap. Preparing for that great leap
forward is the fundamental frame-
work of student activ.ity today.

Diary

by the law and for this hc took only
Rs 20, .;nforming mc in the process
that only because of the circumstances
he was taking such a ridiculously low
sum. Thereafter I had to execute a
bond to produce my own things as
and when the law might demand and
for this aga.in another 15 or 20 rupees
were required, most of wh~ch went by
way of greasing the palms of court
staff and that too before I even knew
for what I was paying. Out of the
entire amount spent only one rupee
went to the Government and about
four rupees to the lawyer's clerk and
typist.

What struck me at the t.ime was
that the actual expense should not
have been more than a fiver. Another
thing. The whole system was both
corrupt and bent on propping up the
vested interests of the lawyers. Ac-
tually I observed that the lawyer
knew nothing about the whole
matter. While writing the applica-
tion, the lawyer had to refer again
and again to the clerk who apparently
knew the whole thing from A to Z.
And when the Magistrate finally pas-
sed the order for restoration of my
property, I had again to answer ques-
tions put to the lawyer. But the
law required his presence.

Apart form all this, the whole pro-
cess took about seven days which I
was .in the happy position of being
able to spare, being On leave. No
wonder when I finally took delivery
of my things from Lal Bazar I found
the godown of recovered goods chock-
full. Apparently many had been un-
able to find the time to complete the
process I had done having nothing
else to do. .
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While on the subject I cannot resist
the temptation' to reproduce in toto a
letter wr,itten by Mr N. Mirza to
the Calcutta Statesman. Here it is :

Sir,- The proliferation of police
forces in \lVest Bengal could be one
of the causes of the law and order
problem; co-ordinating their activi-
ties must be a herculean task. There
are the Calcutta (Metropolitan) Po-
lice, Calcutta Armed Police, West
Bengal Police, Railway Protection
Force, Covernment Railway Police,
Central Industrial Security Force,
Central Reserve Police, Eastern Fron-
tier R.ifles, Border Security Force,
West Bengal Volunteer Force and
Calcutta Port Police, not to mention
the watch and ward staff maintained
by different government establish-
ments. The confm.ion can only be-
nefit lawbreakers.- Yours etc.
Tailpiece: One surgeon to another,
"What did yon operate him for?"
"Three hundred rupees."
"No, no, I mean what did he have?"
"He had ready cash."

either by murder or by an exodus.
TI1e police forces in Vvest Bengal

seem to have reached this dangerous
stage of overpopulation as compared
to the heads to be broken. Other-
wise lit is difficult to believe the re-
port that Calcutta Police have objec-
ted to the proposal by the Calcutta
Port Commissioners' plan to induct
the Central Industrial Security Force
un the port area.

The Calcutta Police are also said to
have made a curious statement. Ac-
cording to the report, the Calcutta
Police dispute the Port Commis-
s,ioners' assertion that cases of pilfe-
rage increase whenever the police are
withdrawn from the port area for
getting tough elsewh'ere. The Calcutta
Police on the other hand feel that
cases of pilferage have been going
down. Has all this any connection
with the popular belief, so difficult
to prove, that organised pilferage,
thefts and burglaries, and crime ·in
general only take place with the bene-
volent patronage of the police?
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West Bengal seems to have become
the happy hunting ground of police
of var,ious types and classes. All,
however, is nut plain sailing. Leav-
ing aside occasional noises from sun-
dry leftists against CRP and such
units and the Naxalites who wo~uld
prefer to send all of them to hell
in one bunch, nobody seems to
mind whether a few more units arc
added. Now perhaps the law of di-
minishing returns has started working
against further increases in police
forces. Or may be it is the Beaver
Principle. Fer those not much
intere~ted in natural history, these
,industrious animals who spend much
of their time fell.ing trees and building
dams are in general great believers in
living .and work.ing togeth~r. But
once their population crosses a cer-
t<lJinlevel beyond which the land and
water around them cannot support
them, they become firm believers in
genocide. They lash out at each
other until the beaver populati9n is
brought within manageable limits
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Keynesis~ Tgday-II progressive bias Keynes genuinely
held. Perhaps, Keynes's great popu-
lariser, Alvin Hansen (and such
arch conservat.ives as Haberler) have
made too much of the s.imple arithme-
tic cf the Keynesian system, which,
as such, suggests, for example, that a
tax-cut programme is equivalent to a
public works programme. But the
assertion of neutrality is a rather
tricky proposition and had better be
done without an implied approval of
the master himself.

Champion of Capitalism
Of course, as has already been

noted, Keynes was an ardent cham-
pion of capitalism and hence could
not possibly care less about what his
theory meant for the working class
pel se, which he c1ismissed as 'the
boorish proletariat'. Nor was he con-
cerned, for example, about the res-
trictive forces of monopoly in the
system, so that he had no qualms
about writing that "when nine
million men are employed out of ten
million willing and able to work,
there is no evidence that the labour
of these nine million men is rn.is-
directed", Neverthel~ss, one caunot
help feeling that he had a certain en-
lightened delight in that his search
for the "outstanding fault of the eco-
nomic system in which we live" led
him to the discovery of an "arbitrary
and inequitable distribution of wealth
and .incomes" and enabled him to
e:x.plode the myth that the prosperity
of industrial capitalism depended lar-
gely "on the savings of the rich out
of their superfluity". He brought his
cntire theoretical apparatus to bear
on his proposition that "in COntempo-

- rary conditions the growth of wealth,
so far ftOm being dependent on the
abstinence of the rich, as is common-
ly supposed, is mOre likely to be im-
peded by it", and thus it is only
logical that "one of the chief justifi-
cations of great social inequality of
wealth" be removed. The Keynesian
non-neutral.ity is here clear enough,
and to belittle its importance is not
~he same thing as, for example, claim-
lllg (occasionally on valid grounds)
that the pOOr do not have a signifi-

be funneled into activities that create
no saleablel produdt. It must not
enhance supply 'or hurl additional
goods upon a market which already
is suffering from a glut. It is well to
build roads, libraries, and other public
works", .1

The above quotation .indicates,
furthermore, that there is nothing in
Mal th us's theoretical constructs
which precludes large-scale, act.ive
government intervention in so-called
capitalist systems. The other prop
to the theory of government- .inter-
vention, which also accounts for the
Keynesian methodological shift from
micro-to·macro-econom.ics, is the well
known 'fallacy of composition'. But,
on this point again, having read Lau-
derdale recently, one d.iscovers little
that is new or novel in what Keynes
has written on the subject. One
could thus possibly conclude that
Keynes had a rare genius for borrow-
ing, selecting, arranging and synthe-
s.ising other people's ideas. Indeed,
Professor Leijonhufvud does argue:
"A sampling of the debates on policy
in the thirties shows that Keynes,
although certainly a most prominent
participant, was very far from alone
either in opposing general wage-cuts
and budget balancing or in pressing
for budget deficits and public works".

An interesting and. controversial
point wh.ich Leckachman tries to
make is that the Keynesian techni-

. uqes are neutral insofar as their poli-
t.ical implications are concerned. The
techniques, he argues, are "capable
of distributing national income
either mOre or less equitably, and,
increasing or decreasing the impor-
tance of the public sector of the
economy. Keynes's personal history
and the early affiliation of liberals and
radicals with the Keynesian doctrine
have obscured this vital point".'
However, the above observation-
obviously referring to .the theoretical
symmetry of the Keynesian system-
does less than justice to whatever
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PERI-IAPS what really disbn'
gllished Keynes was his ingenious

way of defending capitalism by pur-
ging it of what he qlled .its "transi-
tory and unnccessary muddle". For
this purpose, Keynes (a) emphasised
thc vital role of the government for
maintain.ing a desired level of 'aggre-
gate demand, (b) pulled out the
twin rabbits from his hat-the mul-
tiplier and (by .implication) the acce-
le1'ator-to buttrcss his strategy, and
(c) advocated redistribution of in-
come from people who would spend
less to those who would spend more.
But here also there were- borrowed
.ideas all around, a fact which must
not be overlooked. Like Malthus,
Keynes advocated unproducbive con-
sumption as a means of, avoiding
overproduction, or underconsump-
tion and a depres~.ion from a glutted
market. Malthus was, of course,
aware that the extent to which un-
producbive consumers should be fos-
tered depended on the power to
produce and the willingness of capi-
talists to spend. "An .ingenious peo-
ple cannot only support a consider-
able proport,ion of unproductive 'con-
sumers without injury, but may abso-
lutely require such a body of deman-
ders, .in order to give effect to their
powers of production." Many years
later Keynes was talking of employ-
ing men to dig holes in the ground
and then asking them to fill them up

,again. Essent.ially, it ,is the old Mal-
thusian wine put in a new bottle.
Certainly there is no question of pla-
g.iarism in all this. But apart from
some wonderful and technical look-
ing decorations around this basic
idea and the useful reference to se-
condary, tertiary and subsequent
effects of an .initial wasteful spend-
ing, there seems to be precious little
which is ncw about the 'New Econo-
mics'. Indeed, Malthus was 'modern'
enough even to suggest that "if the

~ depres~.ion is bad enough, ,it is desir-
able that these wasteful expenditures



According to Dr Kamal's thesis, :I<

"compromise became the idiom of
the Congress Party. On the basis of
its functioning in Rajasthan, it may
be described as a centrist party".
This second point may not be pala-
table to the Indian Left Establish-

.Party Politics in an Indian State.
By K. L. Kamal.
S. Chand & Co. 1969.Rs 25.

leadership at the national level. Mr
Mohan Lal Sukhadia is one of the '---"
powerful State bosses, and as a Chief.
Minister since November, 1954, is the
seniormost in the College of Congress
Cardinals. He played a yery impor-
tant role during the 1969 split in the
Congress by siding with the Indira
wing, leaving hi!; old Syndicate friends.
But it is open to doubt whether this
courageous decision was a matter of
independent choice.

\Many observers believe that Mr
Sukhadia enjoyed after 1967 a posi-
tion similar to that of Pandit Hiralal,
Shastri in 1949 vis-a-vis the Centre.
His heart was with his friends like
Atulya Ghosh and Morarji Desai, but
11.isslender majority in the State legis-
·lature and the empty coffers of the
State ITreasury gave him little free-
dom to ignore the Prime Minister
and the powerful Union Home
Minister. A large number of his
followers in the State Cabinet and
legislature, tired of his bossism and
narrow vision, were keen to exploit
the opportunity that "conscience"
gave them to unseat him. Sensing
this and also the interest of intimate
patron-seths, ,Mr Sukhadia had no
option but side with Mrs Gandhi.

The Congress in Rajasthan is not
a nationalist movement turned into a
political party, as it was in the former
British Indian provinces. It had no tra-
dition of a national movement be-
hind it. The Praja MandaI in Raj-
asthan was limited. Thus the Con-
gress came into being only with a
view to fighting the feudal system,
particularly for the grant of civil rights
and only during the post-independence-
period it broadened its base. In do-
ing so it incorporated even the feudal
elite. It did not rally mass support.

,,y OU should understand that
Pandit Hiralal Shastri as premier

is not responsible to the Provincial
Congress, which cannot appropriate to
itself the functions of the legislature.
He owes11is premiership not to his
election as leader or the mandate of
the PCC but to my choice of leader-
ship ... " Thus, read a telegram dated
June 17, 1949 from Sardar Patel, the
then Deputy Prime Minister at the
Centre, to Rajasthan PCC leaders.

Much has changed in the balance
of pQwer 'in Centre-States relations
even within the Congtess party since
1949. In the mid-sixties Mr Morarji
Desai had to protest against the dom.i-
nation of 'provincial satraps' in the
process of selecting the leader at the
Centre. Today, the Chief Ministers
not only enjoy .independent power
within their domain but also a strong
voice in the compo.sition of the
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maintain a reasonable balance bet-
ween automobile fans and Bach reci-
tals, is well emphasised by him. The
growing tendency on the part of opu-
lent societies' to equate happiness with
the capacity to consume goods and
services obtainable on the mass mar-
ket is aptly described by him as
'Commercial Keynesism'. Although
he does not go beyond where
Galbraith left the subject in his cele-
brated book, Leckachman's disappro-
val of this surging wave of commo-
dity fetishism and its inherent cyni-
cism would have the blessings of the
greatest apologist of modern indus-
trial capitalism.

For was it not Keynes again who,
in an almost p~ophetic vein, once
wrote: 'It will be those peoples who
can keep alive, and· cultivate into ful-
ler perfection, the art of life itself,
and do not sell themselves for the
means of life, who will be able to
enjoy the abundance when it
comes ?" Lesser economists of the
present generation might sneer at
such naive 'value judgments' only at
their own peril.

cantly higher Inarginal propensity to
COI\sumecompared with the rich and
that, therefore, a Keynesian. redistri-
bution .strategy may fail to bolster
aggregate spending.

The alleged neutrality of Kcynes
between tax-cut and public works
programmes is equally dubious.
Since a lot has already been written
by various authors on the greater
fiscal efficacy of a public expenditure
programme compared with an equi-
valent tax-cut programme, one could
simply ask Professor Leckachman to
produce more persuasive arguments, in
favour of his contention. Unfortu-
nately, empirical evidence is either
inadequate or calls for sophisticated
processing before being used for a
test of the given hypothesis. Again,
there is no point looking at the con-
temporary American scene. True,
both tax-cut and public expenditure
have been featured prominently there
on the very Keynesian argument that
they would take up the slack in the
economy. In actuality, however,
American public expenditure a la
Vietnam has done lamentably little
to curb unemployment and price in-
creases at home, and the programme
of fuller capacity-utilisation through
regressive tax-cut policies has been
associated with a boom that mainly
benefits the .rich. Keynes could hard-
ly have approved of such 'Keynesian'
policies in the first place, let alone
the question of his neutrality bet-
ween then'l. To label otherwise gran-
diose public expenditure programmes
which substitute wars for slum clea-
rance and other urgent welfare mea-
sures as Keynesian is to undermine
the cultural and social standards
which Keynes represented and shorn
of w11.kh his economics would cer-
tainly turn into a bunch of neutral,
if not monstrous, equations.

Refreshingly enough, however, Lec-
kachman, like Galbraith, is not un-
aware of the widespread cultural and
social a,buses that are currently being
made of Keynesism. That it is dan-
gerous, for example, to believe or
work on the assumption that stable
growth is all we need, regardless of
how the social output is used or
whether people are in a position to



ment to whom both Charan Singh
.. and Sukhadia are leftists not because
" '-" of their own ideas and programmes

but because of those of their
opponents.

One of the short-term effects of
universal adult suffrage in developing
societies is fo strengthen caste and/or
tribe. No explanation of provincial
politics in any part of India is possible
without caste. l11e Jat-Rajput ten-
sion was the chief characteristic of
Rajasthan politics but the Janata-
BKD party of 1966-67 posed a serious
challenge td this and the ad hoc com-

o IPromisesof the Sukhadia faction.
Fortunately fQr Sukhadia, iRaja
Harishchandra's untimely demise in-
directly helped the modernisation of
politics in Rajasthan.

Dr Kamal has provided an analyti-
cal and chronological study of the
three principal parties of Rajasthan-
Congress, Jana Sangh (the RSS) and
the Swatantra. The four chapters
On the Congress provide the basic
material of the story of contemporary
Rajasthan politics. The excellent
documentation and presentation will
be appreciated by all political scien-
tists and chroniclers. The traditio-
nal order of the Princes and
Jaigirdars in Rajasthan became
pol.iticised. Competition in politics
tended to transform the mode of
political behaviour of the old elite.
Despite the representative institutions
and democratisation, the feudal elite
continues to remain effective in the
arid and semi-arid areas of Rajasthan.
Dr Kamal's study has brought out
this with intelligent presentation of
data and analysis. The study of all
the four general elections in Rajas-
"than shows that the voter is increa-
singly becoming more articulate and
his growing sensitivity to the econo-
mic and political problems shows
that caste is only one of the main
determining factors in his voting
behaviour. Accord.ing to Dr Kamal,
the operation of caste does not prove
that the democratic polity is ill-suited
to the structure of Indian society.
His study reveals that the political
behaviour of the people in this part
of India.is a complex mixture of
tradition and modernity.
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Summing up his analysis of the
State Congress, Dr Kamal states : (a)
The Rajasthan Congress was never a
cohesive and disciplined body so as
to provide articulate leadership to the
State; (b) the party had to make
compromises with the forces of the
old order with a view to remaining
in power; (c) the party succumbed
to pressure emanating from the oppo-
sition as a result of which it could
not take bold decisions since it has
remained in a precarious majority in
all the general elections; (d) the intra-
party factions and representation of
different interest groups made it
difficult for the Congress party to
pursue a clear line consistent with
its professed ideology. The pressure
groups coinciding wjth communal
and economic interests prevented the
party f~om fully implementing the
assurances given to the electorate at
the time of the polls and made it
essentially a centrist party.

Now the issue is whether the all-
India Union of State·level Centrist
parties can evolve a left-of-the centre
party at the national level.

DIPAK .B. R. CHAUDHURI

'Sara Akash'
By A FILM CRITIC

MOST of the Calcutta film critics
who saw Sara Akashj the first

feature film by Basu Chatterjlee,
liked it. The story is simple, so
simple 'that rdoubt persists whether
the ardent lovers of Hindi films will
be enamoured. But one can be
wrong about audience reactions these
days. Think of the crowds which
enjoyed Mrinal Sen's Bhuban Shame.
The problem now, after the film has
been acclaimed by film critics, is to
find a distributor or exhibitor. They
are hard nuts to crack. Really, it is
a racket wherever one looks in this
country.

The story, based on a ,'novel by
~ajendra Yadav, is about a .student
who wants to do something out of
the run. He is haunted by the need
to dedicate himself to something and
thinks that marriage will be a big

handicap. But he marries under
family pressure. He takes out his
resentment on his educated wife but
later, almost inevitably, is reconciled
to her.

It is to the credit of Basu Chat-
terjet! that he has not tried to con.
coct melodramat.lc situations leading
up to the reconciliation. The inci.
dents, the small complications in a
not too affluent middle class family
in Agra area are drawn in an eveln
tempo, with great a~tention to de·
tail, and the spectators feel that they
have been there before. Even the
Hindi film which the student-hero
sees along with his boisterous friend
and the friend's wife and which
awakens tender feelings in him, sort
of romanticises him for a while, is
typical, i.e. ludicrous. Su{:h verisimi.
!itude in a first feature film betokens
talent. Acting is competent and the
photography by K. K. Mahajan-
Mrinal Sen's find-is excellent.

But then you do feel tha1t the
theme is rather flimsy. The' idealistic
student, for all one knows, may be
good material for an RSS chap in
the making-his aspirations are too
vague. One hopes that Basu Chat-
terjee will devote his undoubted
talents to more solid material.

Letters

After Lenin
Monitor's series on Lenin, on

the whole, is a wellrounded presenta-
tion of Lenin's main ideas and his
great contributions to Marxism. But
this picture cannot be complete with-
out studying what became of Lenin's
Bolshevik Party in Russia after his
death. Mr Bandyopadhyay in his
letter (June 6) has tried to work in
tha t direction.

It must be remembered that the
Bolsheviks worked under very adverse
conditions-the compulsions of a
world war, the German occupation
etc. In Rosa Luxemburg's opinion

- these difficulties naturally led to the
Bolsheviks' particular socialist po-
licy. But she added that the main
danger arose when. they tried to make'
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rTI1e struggles waged by the CP-
(M)'s different mass fronts during'the'
last six years and its emergence as the
b,iggest political force in Kerala and
\;y. Bengal prove beyond doubt that
the party is guided by an able and
wise leadership. Even the very recent
records of political events w.ill show
that its cadres-young and old,-shed
their blood everyday to defend the
rights of the people. Lastly, cannot
we expect from Frontier a better
appraisal of the CP(M)'s role?

PRABIRK. MUKHERJEE
SUMITABANERJEE(MISS)

Belghar.ia

JUNE 20, 1970

'Naxalite Fireworks'
~

In his article 'Naxalite Fireworks'"-./
(May 30, 1970) Mr Rudra has made
some amus.ing comments. At one
point he remarks that dur.ing the two
months of Governor's Rule in W.
Bengal the Naxalites have made
Calcutta their playground. He thinks
that their "successful encounters" with
the po1.icc at various places in and
around Calcutta cntitle" them to be
compared with a well-disciplined
army.

W~ have a differcnt way of judging
the organisational strcngth of a party.
We think that storming educational
institutions or government offices to
break furniture, set fire to the files
and books and to flee from the scene
before the arr.ival of the police do
not provc discipline or organisational
strength. This sort of mischief can
be done by small groups anywhere
and everywhere. However, we have
got nothing to say about the author's
admirat.ion for the Naxalites. What
we deplore is that out of anti- r

pathy to the CP(M) he has made ".
some comments which cannot be
justified by facts. \;Yho told him
that the youngest cadres of the CPM
belong to the age groups-40 to 45?
His accusation about most of the
sen,ior members of the CP(M) is that
once they took an adventurist line
and have now forsakcn the path of
struggle and resorted to the path-
of opportunism, carcerism and
compromIse.

wagons.
BALARAMDAs

Belgharia

S. NAQvr
Calcutta

Jadavpur
A reader in his letter calls the mili-

tan t section of the CPI (ML) "Mao-
quoting Inu Mitras", Nani Saha of
our local.ity is a militant youth of
the CPM who does not know who
Marx is. He always uses four letter
words, know only how to murder
the CPI (ML) cadre and break

have been subjected to .tortures of
one kind or another while in police
custody is disturbing. Of course, a
certain police officer is reported to
have denied this and has in .fact al-
most challenged <that specific inci-
dents be made pubhc.

I think the Civil Liberties Union,
the Assoc.iation of Democratic Law-
yers and the various local bar associa-
tions in Calcutta and elsewhere
should undertake a serious and
immediate probe into these charges
by collecting information from per-
sons who have recently been in police
custody and are now on ba.il, in order
to check the veracity of these allega-
tions. Pol.itical parties, trade unions,
kisan organisations, students' and tea-
chers' bodies and other democratic
organisat.ions and individuals should
extend their assistance to enable the
truth to come out.

lt must be assured that the autho-
rities claiming to enforce respect for
law should convince the public that
they are by no means resorting to
extra-legal methods. Our ex-judge
Governor, ever emphasizing respect
for law, should see that the police
force now directly under his orders
do not commit illegal acts.

We might add that initiative in
this matter and protest against excesses
by the police and demand that this
practice must stop, do not necessar,ily
imply one's approval of policies and
activities of the part.ies or groups sub-
jected to those excesses.
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KABIRSEN
Calcutta

Police Excesses

The news that some of those arres-
ted in the current hunt for Naxa-
lites-mostly young boys and girls-

a v.irtue of necessity and called their
own rule the correct one, under all
circumstances.

Her criticism in this regard is de-
finitely valid. By 1924, when Len,in
died, no revolution had succeeded in
Western Europe. Soviet Russia
found herself surrounded by hostile
countries and living under the con-
tinual threat of war. Stalinism was
the natural outcome of this. By
using a strongly centralised force,
calling for strict obed.ience to itself, it
tried to industrialise a backward
Russia.

What most bourgeois historians
overlook is that Stalinism worked.
It did succeed in the .impossible task
of making Soviet Russia catch up
with Western Europe. The ques-
tion, however, ar.ises, whether all the'
various actions and policies of Stalin
were necessary for this task. Or d.id
Stalin commit the error of making a
virtue of the necessity of liv,ing under
a military-like rule?

The task of today's Marxist histo-
rians is to re-examine the history of

. the Bolshevik Party, not from a
simple anti-Stalinist v.iewpoint (that,
as Mr Bandyopadhyay warns, will be
nothing but sheer opportunism and
revisionism), but also by not .ignor-
ing the many purposeful distortions
manifest dur.ing the Stalinist period.

Today, Trotsky is an unmention-
able villain in communist circle.
Books which were published during
Len,in's time, are now suppressed in
the Soviet Union. I do not intend
to hold a brief for personalities like
Trotsky and other Bolshev.iks who
were damned during the Stalinist era.
But the fact remains that their roles
and ideas have often been misrepre-
sented. It would be .interesting
therefore to re-examine the part they
played In the history of Soviet
Russia.
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