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I AN UNENVIABLE PREDICAMENT'
pITY the CP 1. Its st.renuous efforts to wonn its way into the heart of

the ruling party at the Centre is encountering unforeseen obstacles.
Just at its moment of triumph when the Prime Minister has made it clear
that she will jettison the CPM if the choice is between the two com-
munist parties has come the furore in Parliament over, the :.'cartographic
aggression" by the Soviet Union on India. The Soviet Union seems to
derive a sadistic pleasure from putting the loyalty of its faithfuls to test
at inconvenient moments; this time it has done so in spite of the fact
that there is no longer any love to be lost between it and brother China.
Of course, the storm will blow over after the ritual flutter in Parliament
and newspaper dovecots; for India is left with no option in this matter.
The CPI will lie low for a few days and then resume with gusto its
balancing trick with a red parasol. Much more knotty is the problem
created by its land-grab movement. The party was merrily whistling its
way through the movement. So innocuous was the so-called stir that
even the Films Division of the Government of India found nothing
repugnant in including it in a documentary, and the everlasting. Union
Minister, lVIr Satyanarayan Sinha, who is presently in charge of 1nfor-
mation and Broadcasting, could defend the decision on grounds of objec-
tivity. The blue-eyed boys of the CPI in the Congress (R) were there
to drown any voice of dissent in their party, and the CPI could hardly
anticipate that its movement by consent would land it in a quandary.

But its calculations have gone awry. The President of the Con-
gress (R), Mr Jagjivan Ram, has not only disapproved of the land-grab
movement but also denied having made any statement recently that Corti-
gressmen could join the movem~nt _for forcible occupation of surplus
land. The denial by the forgetful Mr Jagjivan Ram may not mean
.mu,ch; remembrance may dawn on him later as over the filing of income-
tax returns. At the moment, however, his opposition to the movement
will appear like an act of betrayal to the CPI. The party's difficulty is
greater in W'est Bengal where it is straining itself hard to present an
anti-Congress image. The State leaders of the party had fought for
and secured some freedom for manoeuvre so that it might not be equated
with the BangIa Gongress and denied a leftist label altogether. 'Rut
when the party was finally bracing itself up for falling in line with the
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isolation. It is pinning its hope on
elder brother Ajoy Mukherjee, but it
may have to appear in sackcloth and
ashes before the BangIa CongTeS'i
relents.

people yet who prefer to call this
democratic.

The Naxalites, though outnumber-
ed, are forcing the police to put off
their democratic masks. Jadavpur
University, where the teachers and
employees have paid thc pricc for
voting for the CRP to stay on the
collegc campus, ought to stand as a
constant reminder. The handful
of workers on :the North-East Fron-
tier Railway have shown !the other
way how pol icc highhandedness can
bc fought.

It is good to sec that the Marxist
workers have at some places come
out of their shells of economism.
Thc Durgapur bandh on August 4
against the planting of the Central
Industrial Security Force, the light-
ning strike at the Belgachia Central

- Milk Dairy on August 3 against the
surprise arrest of a Dairy worker, the
running Railwaymen's strike at Kha-
ragpur are all indications that the
police raj is going to face a difficult
time. But these actions are all too
isolated to have any deep effect on
the incrcasingly militaristic stance of
the State Government. What will
bappen at Durgapur and in connection
with the strike of West Bengal Elec-
tricity Board workers is not yet known.

But it seems that ,the Marxists
have drawn a line between the
State policc and the CRP, just as
their crstwhile representatives in the
UF cabinets drew a line between
good and bad bureaucrats or thcir
po]itbureau does between the new and
the old Congress. Are the State po-
lice more democratic, more humane
or to stretch it a little, more pro-
gressive than ,the CRP are? What
else can be the import of this protest .
against the CRP when the protest
should have been levelled against the

Tattered Facade

ment. Between the contrary pulls of
the CPM and the BangIa Congress-
Congress (R), the eight-party combi-
nation is on the verge of disintegra_
tion, and the cpr is threatened with

The democratic facade of thc Cons-
titution is wearing thin. The Centrc
is drafting a bill which, ietis repoDted,
will declare possession of Maoist lite-
raturc illegal. \Vhy and how Mao
can be banned by a Governmenit
which officially worshipped Lenin a
few 'Neeks ago is of course the Cen·
tre's prerogative ito explain. But the
fact is, to keep herself in power in
New Delhi-Mrs Gandhi needs Rus-
sia, where Lenin has been fossilised, as
her ally, and China, where )',;Iao lives,
keeping Lenin updated, as her
enemy. Let all le£tists in the COun-
try think for themselves. If Maoism
can be banned without imperilling
democracy, how far left behind are
Leninism and Marxism?

\Vest Bengal today is all but a po-
lice State. The import of the CRP
in battalions, amendment of thc
CrPC to make some political offences
non-bailable, equipment of the police
with mare wireless sets and Ni-
shan jceps, expansion of the police
cadrc are of course too glaring not to
be noticed. But what ,thc worship-
pers of liberal democracy would not
likc to know or believe is that thc
police have taken the law into their
Own coarse· hands; thcy pick up any
young {!1an they choose ,to suspect as
Naxalitc, beat him up in a thorough-
going fashion in thcir custody and
produce him in a law court only for
a show. It is not prosecution which
thcy aim at; they want to teach thc

. 'extremists' a good lesson. Bruiscd
limbs, fractured bones and threats
of novel torture arc the price of dc-
mocracy today. Nlidnight swoops On
houses, pedestrians made to walk
with raised hands, stoppages of buses
and searches of passengers, closures
of roads and streets are almost daily
occurrcnces in Calcutta. There are
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BangIa Congress, New Delhi lost its
patience with the seemingly endless
dithering of the party and dissolved
the State Assembly. Only a day be-
fore, Ml' Bhowani Sen had declared
that the CPI in West Bengal was
not toeing the party's national policy
becau~ the leadership of the Con-
gress (R) in the State included agents
of monopolists, like Mr Bejoy Singh
Nahal' and Mr K. K. Shukla. He
singled out the two persons who have
already resigned because they cannot
brook the dominance of the rival
group led by Mr Siddhartha Shankar
Ray who enjoys the support of the
Prime Minister. The obvious sugges-
tion was that the CPI might recon-
sider its attitude towards the Con-
gress (R) in West Bengal after a few
days by which time the resignations
of Messrs Nahal' and Shukla woulel
have been accepted.

Neither the Congress (R) nor the
BangIa Congress took this broad
hint. On the other hand, the BangIa
Congress seems to be bent on humi-
liating the CPI publicly for the
land_grab movement before it agrees
to have any meaningful dialogue
with the party for an electoral un-
derstanding. Mr Sushil Dhara has
openly accused the OPI of collecting
funds for the party through the
land-grab movement and has de-
manded, as a pre-condi tion for a
dialogue, that such misdeeds must
be stopped and the CPI must desist
from e\'icting share-croppers from
vested land. The cm has <;Ieniedthe
allegations and agreed to .toint in-
qrciries; it has been reported that
an undisclosed part of the CPl-
BangIa Congress ti'uce is that the
land-grab movement _would be sus-
pended for ,the time being. The "pro-
gressiv~" faction of the Congress (R)
with which the CPI was prepared
to collaborate in '\:Vest Bengal is
fully behind NIl' Dhara in his attempt
to cut down the CPI to size. It is
diligently pursuing the idea of a
democratic electoral front with the
BangIa Congress, the Federation of
Muslims and Other Minorities, and
sundry left parties opposed to the
CPM. It may be prepared to admit
the cpr to its fold provided the
party gives up the land-grab move-



'Report To The Nation'

whole police set-up? It is quite pos-
sible that Mrs Gandhi will take the
wind out of ,their sails by removing
the CRP out of West Bengal. But
win it mean a lasting peace for the

One day last week, the authorities
of Hindustan Steel Limited were
found to. go on a binge. They had
arranged for an eight~page supple-
ment on themselves in, according to
one count, at least a dozen daily
newspapers. 'A Report to the Na~
tion' it was called. How much did
this report-making cost?- Maybe a
couple of lakhs of rupees? Hindustan
Steel is running at a loss. This in-.
dulgence on the part of its authori~
ties will only compound the loss.
Reparting to the nation at the ex-
pense of the nation is merry-making
of sorts, but does the nation really
have to put up with this sort of nan-
sense?

'VVe use the expressian "nonsense"
advisedly. For the selective sample
the management of Hindustan Steel
have chosen to. address does not cons-
titute the natian; it perhaps consti-.
tutes one~tenth of a quarter of a half
of the tap decile of this country's
population, the snobs and the char-
latans, the filthily rich through the
labour af others, the social reactiona-
ries, the sworn enemies of an ega-
litarian economic progress, those who.
would love in all seasans to. stab the
public enterprises in the back. The
newspapers the Hindustan Steel
authorities have selected as media for
their pamposity have a specific class
and attitudinal bias. They will take
the advertisement money given
by the public sector units and con-
tinue to. snipe at them. In fact, the
victuals offered by organisations like.
Hindustan Steel provide them with
financial nourishment each month,
and it is partly on the basis of such
nourishment that they keep denigrat-
ing the public sector, day in and day
out, with an unending concoction of
downright falsehood and malice.

Advertisements such as this one do
indeed serve a purpose: they reveal
why it is so woefully difficult for
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leftists in West Bengal? The Nixons,
when at bay, are always ready ,0
remove troops out of Cambodia but
that hardly n1eans much.

government-owned units to succeed in
the present social inilieu. Bilges like
'A Report To the Nation' notwith-
standing, the individuals who man
such enterprises have their sympa~
thies with the other camp. At a cer-
tain time in the course of the last.
decade, the idea was being sedulously
propagated, mostly by Americans
and their cohorts, that public enter-
prises are like just any other enter.
prises, that, to run them' properly,
all you need are efficient managers,
that the concentrati.on of efficiency
ought to be the same in the public
as in the private sector, ergo, let
there be an induct-ion of the private
sector managers into the government
units and milk :md honey would
start flowing to f'ach and all. Much
of this was again fantastic nonsense.
Much of the alleged efficiency of
private sector managers is pure and
simple happenstance, or the end~
product of g0vernment munificence:
the governlPellt imposes a rigid ex~
change cont.rol and all foreign com~
petition is S!lUt out; the government
allows prices to be fixed in terms of
the cost of per unit output of the
most illf'fficient firm; the government
supplies power at an unbelievably
cheap r~te; the government allows a
wide a~sortment of tax reliefs. Add
all th:d, and the private sector, with
its h~ge rate of dividends, appears
suprl-efficient. It stays away from
a]l heavy investments, it stays away
{rr'm low-yielding projects with long
gestations: such dirty activities are
fur the government to look after.

But there you are, a myth is a
myth, particularly if the media of
communications such as the news-
papers are mostly controlled by those
whom we would refer to as social
enemies. You drum-beat your own
virtues for a number of days, and
these immediately receive institu-
tional acceptability. Thu~ it has

happened that in several of the key
public sector establishments, the
management has been taken over by
erstwhile captains of private industry.
Scratch them, maybe not one of
them has any faith in the expanding
role of the State in industry and
trade. In their off-the-record tete~a~
tete, they continuously make fun of
the public sector. They use the faci~
lities which occupation of such stra-
tegic posi tions in public enterprises
provide to help to divert resources to
their friends and kin in the private
sector. tor example, public relations
on the part of public sector units,
including the nationalised banks,
will, the superstructure remaining
what it is, be bounteous towards the
enemies of social progress.

The supplement Hindus'tan Steel,
has put out is a misreport to the
nation. There are a number of inane
messages from an odd lot of minis-
ters, and a routine chore of grey~
looking statistics which conve~ n~
thing. For example, it does not tell
the nation that in so far as the ope-
rating cost per unit of steel is con-
cerned, efficiency in Hindustan Steel
--in each of its individual plants-
is superior to that in all the private
sector plants. It is completely quiet
on the question of what ails Durga-
pur. It does not tell the nation that
the average steel worker in Durga-
pur still gets less than four-fifth of
what an engineering worker with
private industry earns in the Bom~
bay-Maharashtra belt. The supple-
ment completely skirts round the issue
whether one could build socialist
steel by converting the plant into
an SS-esque concentration camp
run by para-military forces. Several
other engineering units in the Durga~
pur-Asansol complex have the
same kind of po.litical affilia-
tion among their workers as
in Durgapur, and yet are operating
smoothly: the supplement does not
say what makes the DSP such a sui
generis. And it does not even once
refer to the reasons why the Alloy
Steel Plant was able to operate so
smoothly and double its output in
the course of a single year, even while
the Major-General in the other steel
plant in the same locale wa, having
his hysterics.
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A Profitable Business
That the joint communique issued

after the J apap-South Korea minis-
terial conference in Seoul late last
month was silent on the question of
military assistance was only to be
expected. Even if any deal was
made it had to be secret. Japan,
after all, is a "peace-loving" nation
whose "peace" constitution categori-
cally states that "the Japanese people
forever renounce war as a sovereign
right of the nation and the threat or
use of force as means of settling in-
ternational disputes". But just as
the constitution has proved no bar
to the forging of a war-machine un-
der the harmless banner of a self-
defence force, Tokyo's profession of
peace has not been able to hide its
aggressive design against the Chinese
and Korean peoples. Particularly fol-
,lowing the deepening ,crisis in the
United States a,nd the growing pres-
sure for cutbacks in U.S. military
expenditure, the Pentagon has in
turn been egging the Japanese mili-
tarists to come out more openly to
,join the crusade against communism
in Asia. It was not just a coincidence
that only after Nixon had decided
to reduce American military commit-
ments in Asia that the Japanese Pre-
mier, Eisaku Sato, discovered the
SQuth Korea and Taiwan regions to
be "fssential" to Japanese security.
Right now Japan may not be plan-
ning despatch of troops to suppress
the South Korean people's resistance
to the Chung Hee Pak regime but last
month, during a visit to Seoul the
Japanese Vice Minister for Defence,
Tsuchiya, pledged to reply "positively
and rapidly" to any U.S. request for
permission to use Japanese bases to
meet any conflict in Korea.

Apart from the Japanese mono-
polists' understandable fear of com-
munism near their own border and
especially the d~lllger it poses to the
considerable Japanese investments in
South Korea and Taiwan, there are
other factors that account for growing
militarisation of Japan. Japan's in-
dustrial and technological develop-
ment has reached a stage where arms
production turns out to be the most
profitable business. And no wonder
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a military-industrial complex IS fast
developing in Japan. Most 6f the
$85.0 million defence orders are now

.awarded to a small but highly sophis-
ticated group of heavy a,nd electronic
industries. These monopolists are
also pressuring Sato to raise "defence"
spending to $16,.0.0.0 million-equal
to 4ro of the GNP and not far from
the Soviet Union's current arms
budget. That the Pentagon encour-
ages this development is not due only
to its desire of making Japan a close
comrade-in-arms. The American mili-
tary-industrial complex has much to
gain from the militarisation of Japan.
A fact often overlooked is that Japan
is heavily dependent on American
equipment-imported or domestically
produced under U.S. licence. And a
considerable part of the $3.0.0 million
Japan pays annually for American
patents and know-how covers the
assem bly and production of military
equipment. Moreover, a substantial
amount of military hardware whose

African
Kwame Nkrumah wrote in his me-

moirs, published on the day' of
Ghana's independence, that his coun-
try's freedom would be incomplete
unless it was linked up with the
liberation of other territories in
Africa. Accra made a prompt offer
of £1.0 million for essential needs
when Guinea broke with France. The
Convention People's Party wanted
the Government to surrender sover-
eignty to a wider grouping of West
African States. This was given no-
minal effect in the declaration of
union with Guinea Later, when
Soudan became the RepublIc of Mali
after Senegal's withdrawal from the
Federation of Mali, Ghana extended
similar economic cooperation. As
was expected, it did not take long
for the Union of Ghana, Guinea a,nd
Mali to emerge. The Union was
dissolved prior to the formation of
the .organisation of African Unity.
Disillusioned with the United Na-
tions during the Congo crisis, Nkru-

production is not allowed "for secu-
rity, economic and political reasons"
has to be imported from the United "-
States.

Meanwhile ultra-rightists of all
hues have started ganging up. Ope-
rating under different labels they are
harkening back to the glorious days
of Japan under fascist rule, calling r-

for a revival of the Japanese empire
in Asia and whipping up anti-com-
munist frenzy. Not content simply
with propaganda, they are engaged
in developing a sort of Japanese
"brown shirts". Yoshio Kodama, a
top-ranking Japanese in,telligence
officer who played an important role
in the invasion of China, heads one
such ultra-fight wing grouping. He
has a private army which takes re- "-
gular military exercise to prepare
against. t.he t.hreatened communist
take-over in Japan. Just because
their following is still limited the
resurgent ultra-right cannot be lightly
dismissed. These groups have very
close relations with Sato's Liberal
Democratic Party and regularly re-
ceive its patronage.

Reality
mah took the Initlatlve in forming a
joint High Command of African
States whose help would be available
in case any State faced a situation
lIke that of Congo. To what extent
Dr Verwoerd was influenced in his
decision to withdraw the application
[or readmission to the Commonwealth
by Nkrumah's attitude is known. He
thought that if Africa's sixty States
could un~te politically, they would
find a way to their economic eman-
cipation and to an African economic
phm [ar the whole continent. Nkru-
mah's i(leas had a wide acceptance
in a period o[ burgeoning confidence
aman~ the newly independent Afri-
can States. But what was euphony
once is now described as unpractical.
The Charter and Resolutions of the
Organisation of Africai Unity de-
mand of the members to combat and
isolate the white minority regimes.
But at no time was there agreement
about the tactics; naturally the OAU
objectives were pursued at different
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levels. The presenlt African (reality
is that the White Redaubt has so.
much impraved its military and ecana·
mis strength that it is feeling secure
enaugh to. further suppress the black
majarities. At ane stage the African
States believed that if internatianal
farces cauld be mabilised, the
stranglehald af the white suprema-
cists wauld laasen. But while the
ecanamic interests in sauthern Africa
predaminated the thinking af the
"Western States, the Russian salidarity
with the African peaple remained
gaad an paper. Sanctions have never
been applied against Sauth Africa and
nat a few States are trading with
Rhadesia by means af sanctians
busting.

Except in Partuguese Guinea and
Mazambique, the liberation mave.
ments have till naw been limited to.
sparadic actians. Help fram the
OAD's Natianal Liberatian Cam.
mittee has been insignificant. Haw.
ever, at least twa States-Tanzania
and Zambia-are nat anly providi·ng
shelter and assistance to. guerillas but
keeping the challenge against the
white supremacists alive. Taking the
cue from Israel, Sauth African,
Rhadesian and Partuguese planes
have been strafing Tanzanian and
Zambian villages. Recannaissance
flights have became regular accur.
rences. The Ruvumu river which
runs between Partuguese Mazambique
and Tanzania and the Zambesi river
which separates Zambia from Rhade.
sia and Sauth Africa are aften crassed
by armed farces from the white
minarity regimes. 'While these twa
States are bearing the brunt af the
liberatian struggle af the sauth,
Malawi and same ather States have
been advancing implausible argu-
ments far co.-existence with white.
ruled Africa. Far certain ecanamic
benefits they are ready to. sacrifice
the interests af the black majorities
in sauthern Africa.
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View from Delhi

Beyond The Soviet Maps
FROM A POLITICAL

CORRESPONDENT

SVETLANA is safe in the CIA's
care and the episade has been

fargatten and fargiven by the Krem-
lin. In any case, Mr Dinesh Singh,
considered in same quarters an irri-
tant in the Inda-Soviet relations, is
no longer the External Affairs Minis-
ter. Mr T. N. Kaul and Mr P. N.
Haksar are running the Foreign
Office as an annexe of the kitchen
establishment and another Kashmiri,
Mr D. P. Dhar, is hitting it off well
in Moscow. When Mr Firyubin was
here last, he is known to have refer-
red to some one "close to Ithe Prime
Minister" with whom the benigIl{
Soviets had a "special relationship".
But the map controversy is a rat in
the throat of Khrushchev would call
it because iljj looked as though the
Jana Sangh-Swatantra Opposition had
got used to. living with Radio. Peace
and Progress and Indo-Soviet friend-
ship was dripping vodka, every plane
to Mosoow carrying an as'So~tment
of fellow-travellers.

The timing of the Press campaign
over the objectionable maps is signi-
ficant. The publication of such
maps as late as last year was news a
few months ago. The news came
from Washington, fram one of the
Indian correspondents stationed there.
The issue was resurrected by the
Press on the eve of the two calling
attention mo\tions in Parliament.
The Press campaign looked too well
organised to be a spontaneous affair.
A cartographic service in New Delhi
~ven produced iTlustrations to eXr'
plain to the reader what the objec-
tionable Soviet maps meant. The
stories appeared simultaneously in
the major papers and the campaign
was designed to achieve the maxi-
mum effect.

Our embassy in Moscow has not
been able to get hold of a copy of
the Soviet encyclopaedia in question
but an MP was seen flourishing a

copy in Parliament. The Govern-
ment appcared to have been taken
unawares by the crash campaign in
the Press which led to calling atten-
tion m6tions in Parliament and the
walk-outs in both the Houses.

vVhether the Press campaign was
meant to discomfit the Prime Minis-
ter whose Governmenl~ has. been
charged with being a Soviet! satel-
lite, or to embarrass the Soviets is
not clear. But both these 'were ac-
complished by the campaign. When
the Opposition in PM!'iameD\t was,
short of issues to ambush the Govern-
ment, the campaign, engineered by
a certain lobby, provided a subject.

But there are at least two theories
on this being debated in New Delhi.
One is that the Government of India
engineered the campaign because it
wanted to build opinion against the
Soviets before confronting them on
the maps issue. Alongside this
campaign, as a balancing act, the
story of a USIS map which did not
show Jammu and Kashmir as part of
India was also set afloat. Assuming
the Government wanted such a cam·
'paign, why a(~ thisl pa~ticulair mo>-
ment? What is the significance of
the timing? Another variant bf the
same theory (expounded by Mrs
Gandhi's critics) is that i1:hePrime
Minister is under heavy pressure from
the Soviet lobby in New Delhi to
take the CPI into a coalition (which
is very true) and she wants to check-
mate the Soviet lobby by putlting
it on the run over Ithe maps issue.
But what beats one is why the Gov-
ernment should have ins,pired ,tbe
campaign without so much as get-
ting hold of a copy of the Soviet
encyclopaedia in question. India has
been raising this issue in writing for
six years now but there is not one
Soviet reply in writing for record!

Another theory (authored by Mrs
Gandhi's CPI friends) is. that a sec-
tion of the Government is behind
the campaign. Those who do not
like the Kashmiri domination of the
Foreign Office under the new dis-
pensation are supposed to be behind
it. The theory is stretched to im-
plicate someone who has been in
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,Of considerable danger to the
minifront is the attitude of the Ke-

At the time of writing the ISP has
gone out of the front and the KKP
is also on its way out. The four-day
discussions among the front partners
have only produced intense bicker-
ing, with the result that the two
parties have gone out of the front.
And the bigger issue of allocation of
seats, which is bound to produce
more violent reactions, is yet to
come. The loss of the two tiny par-
ties like the KKP and the ISP is not
likely to affect the minifront, in phy-
sical terms, in the coming elections.
But it has helped to erode the image
of the minifront considerably and
has come as an ideal propaganda
weapon for the Marxist front.

tically, with the result that the CPI-
led minifront is fast getting reduced
to a micro-minifront. The mini-
front parties have been holding the
stage in Cochin and their performance
so far leaves a big question mark.
What would be the shape and com-
position of the minifroIllt: and who
would be its leader? These two ques-
tions, more than the more difficult
question of allocation of seats, have
cracked open the minifront. It does
not redound to the credit of the
minifront parties tha,t immediately
after the Ministry ~tepped down from
power, the front should come up
against its own internal conltiradic-
tions, based purely on the intense
desire of the componeilits to grab as
many seats and influence as possible
at the expense of their comrades. Irt:
is significant that even while the par-
ties were holding discussions, they
were also, side by side, engaged in
holding bilateral and multilateral par-
leys among themselves as well as
with some elements in the enemy'
camp, viz. the Marxist-led front.

This is the crux of the s~tuation
and this has already surfaced drama-

'The Political Cauldron

With the stepping down of the
Achutha Menon Ministry from power,
the political alignments in the State
and the political complexion too have
undergone a sudden change. The
CPI-led minifront which forced the
elections in order to mount a 'swift
and sudden attack on an anti-Marxist
plank, have begun to rue its steps al-
ready. It has become very, very clear
that an anti-Marxist front, analogous
to the anti-Congress front forged by
the Marxist-led United Front in the
1967 elections, is an impossibility.'
The Marxists in Kerala hold too many·
trump cards for that, the main one
being their indisputable statewide po-
pular backing. They are able to
function from a position of strength,
while their principal enemy, the CPI,
which is aiming' to form an anti-
Marxist front, is obliged to act from a
position of borrowed or at best re-
flected strength.

THE first week of August, 111

Cochin, was remarkable for
the intense and unprincipled activi-
ties of almost all the political parties,
engaged in a frantic competition to
wrest as much advantage as possible
in the forthcoming elections.
Cochin turned into a regular political
cauldron, frothing, fuming, hissing
and changing colour and composi-
tion with bewildering and unpredict-
able rapidity. At the time of writ-
ing the position is very fluid and it is
difficult to foresee the shape of things
to come, e~pecially since the guide-
lines of action are not based on any
minimum programme, or political
principle or admini~trative pro-
gramme, but purely on a negative
approach based on a determination
to bleed the opponents white, while
battening one's own self.

the Foreign Office until recently and
knew all about the maps.

The more important question-why
are the Soviets persisting in publish-
ing the maps'despite India's objec-
tions? It would be well to remem-
ber that the Soviets never endorsed
India's claims On its border with
China. Nor have they rejected In-
dia's claims. Soviet differences with
the Chinese on the India-China bor-
der dispute are entirely over the me-
thod of solving it and not on !the
merits of the issues. By publishing
the same maps again and again, the
Soviets are making it known to India
that they are keeping all their options.
If India wants to setltle with China,
it must also be prepared to see the
Soviets supporting the Chinese on
the border claims.

The impression that Ithe Soviet
Union has backed India's border
claims has been successfully built
over years and the Soviet lobby has
cashed in on, the goodwill the impres-
sion had bred. The maps ,have
thrown the professional solidaritywal-
lahs into disarray.

* *
The Chinese Embassy in New

Delhi is in the news again. The
Army Day reception there was at-
tended, from the Indian side by the
chief of Ithe East Asia Division while
in the past, some third secretary was
fulfilling the protocol requirement.
More, securiy men did not Sltop the
cars to check invitations or harass
the guests. A number of Indian
journalists were among those aBtend-
ing it. A few days later, when Pre-
sident Giri laid the foundation stone
for the Parliament Secretariat buil-
ding, among the first guests to arrive
was the Chinese Charge and his aide,
sporting Mao badges. They listened
in amused silence to all the poniJifica-
tions on the virtucs of India's parlia-
mentary democracy. The platitudes

. should have bored even ,the Indian
guests but ithe Chinese looked unper-
turbed. And then, ithe editor of a
jute newspaper chain is going to Pe-
king to meer Prince Sihanouk and is
waiting fori a visa. If he does go (via
Moscow as planned now), it would
be some news.
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rala Congress. For, evcn while its
leaders were participating in the
minifront meet, a big section of the
Kerala Congress, under the leader-
ship of Mathew Kurivinakunnel, was
holding another session in another
hotel in Ernakulam. The aim of
this rival seCitionis to have an under-
standing with thc Syndicate Con-
gress, the Muslim League and if pos-
sible the Indica,te Congress too, to
forge a so called "Democratic Front".
Their main plank is anti-CPI.
This section is bound to have a big-
ger say as days proceed and the allo-
cation of seats comes up for finalisa-
tion. It may be nQted that the
CPI's claim for seats is mainly con-
fined to arcas where the Kerala Con-
gress has its strongholds. The anti-
CPI section in 1he Kerala Congress
is gaining strength considerably and
since they are no,t held on leash by
the Indira Congress, they are likely
to have their way at the expense of
the CPI.

Big Shock
The stiff aetitude of the Indicate

Congress has come as a big shock to
the minifront. The Indicate Con-
gress has been stung to ,the quick by
the complacent statement of Mr
Achutha Menon who announced
that in future also the role of the
Indicate would be to support the
minifront Ministry. Fmther, the
RSP, a component of the minifront,
has pronounced its an,ti-Indicate
stand. The Indicate Congress has
categorically stated that the Congress
would not allow itself to be used as
a ladder for the minifront to climb
to power and that ~t would go it
alone contesting all the seats, unless
the minifront makes ilts position clear
vis-a-vis the Indicate Congress. While
this could be pressure tactics to se-
cure marc seats in thc minifront al-
liance, especially as Mrs Indira Gan-
dhi is anxious to placate the CPI for
maintaining her position at the Cen-
tre, it is likely that the Indicate Con-
gress would possibly fight the elec-
tions alone, with marginal adjust-
ments here and there. The Congress
General Secretary, Mr Bahuguna,
after his visit to Kerala, has obvious-
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ly had second thoughts on thc ori-
ginal plan of having an alliance with
the CPI-led front. The memoran-
dum submitted by the newly formed
Congress Radical Forum and their
broad hint that they would put up
candidates of their own if the Con-
gress linked with the minifront, could
very well have shaken the Qriginal
decision to make the Indicate Con-
gress in Kerala tail behind the mini-
front. The posi,tion will be crystal-
lised 'when Mr S. Subramanaim, ex-
pected here a,t the time of writing,
has full and final discussions with the
KPCC leadership.

To cap cverything the RSP has
made its stand clear. \Vhile it is op-
posed to the Indicate Congress it is
not against any partner or partners of
the minifront coming 11:0 an under-
standing with it. But here
also there is a snag. When it
comes to a question of RSP versus
the Indicate Congress in any parti-
cular seat, which party would the
minifront support? This is a parti-
nent question, one which would ul-
timately decide the position of the
RSP, in the minifront;. At present
the two solid par,tners of the mini-
front are the CPI and the Muslim
League. Most probably the Indicate
too might ultimately come into the
fold and ,these three would form the
core of this purely anti-Marxist
front.

The Marxis,ts at thc time of writ-
ing are sitting pretty. Although
E.M.S. announced that his party is
against all the three Congresses, the
chances are that the Marxist-led
front, made up of Ithe SSP, the KTP
and KSP, would have electoral under-
standing with the Syndicate Con-
gress. Mr Gebrge Fernandes, SSP
leader, during his recent visit to
Kerala contacted ,the Syndicate lea-
ders and it is certain that the Syndi-
cate too would cooperate with ,the
Marxist-led front with the, SSP as
the connecting and face-saving link.
This might not prevent a head-on
conflict bctween the Marxists and the
Syndicate in certain constituencies,
while they cooperate in certain others.
A similar electoral arrangement is
likely with the ISP and the KKP

too. Furthcr, the Marxists arc sure
of roping in the copious number of
dissidents likely to break away from
almost all the minifront parties.
One 'thing could be predicted i in
spite of all high-level and low-level
machinations at the Centre and at
State level, the Marxists are going to
emerge stronger, while the CPI is
likely to be cut down to its real size,
which is very puny in Kerala.

Before stepping down from power
Mr Achutha Menon had the decency
to utter a poker-faced lie regarding
the electoral rolls. He stated that
the rolls were ready a.t the beginning
of the year itself and ,that political
parties failed to ask and get their
copies. A more bla'tant lie could
not be imaginec;l. Even when
the Election Commissioner came
here last monith, he was shock-
ed to find thalt the electoral
rolls were not ready and in response
to the clamour of all the parties, ex-
cept minifronters, he promised that
these would be given by July 20.
But even by July 30 the rolls were not
available. The rolls as now distri-
buted to the parties are, to put it
mildly, fantastic. Many of these are
handwritten, distributed as these
were among ignorant schoolboys,
who copied the list out at five paise
per name. Fantas,tic mistakes have
crept into the rolls. The mistakes
outnumber correct entries. Thus, the
father becomes younger than the
son, the wife becomes a male mem-
ber, the Hindu SOn gets a Muslim
father etc. etc. Worse, huge chunks
of voters' in known opposition
strongholds have been completely left
out from enumeration. It is clear
that the voters' lists were consciously
rigged by the minifrontJ administra-
tion. And this accounts for the fact
that they are adamant in their stand
,that the elections should be in Sep-
tember, although all the other parties,
including the Indicate Congress, have
pleaded for mOre timc to get the
electoral rolls properly corrected and
modified. It is fairly clear that the
Election Commission has been pres-
snrised at the Centre to !toe the
minifront line. Nothing else could
explain the indceent hurry to conduct

7



Iqtidar Alam Khan

After Ahmedabad Bhiwandi ...What ?
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sity of brute viol~nce displayed in the
recent outbursts. The Muslim com-
munity has become accbmatised, to
an admirable extent, to the pheno-
menon of evcr pcrsisting threat of
physical violencc, during the last
twcnty-two ycars and thcy kI~ow l~ow
to take such events in then stnde.
Their present desperation seems to be
the instinctive reaction of a long suf-
fering minority to the sudden change
in the political climate of the co~n-
try which the heroics of Mrs Indna
G;ndhi a~d her leftist admirers not-
withstanding, is a change .for t?e
worse, bringing to the fore, 111all Its
nakcdness, the brutalisation of the
socio-political e1~ee during. the last
two decades of opportumsm, chau-
vinism and obscurantism.

As a matter of fact the stone-hear-
tcdness displayed by a large section of
the educated middle class .over the
Ahmedabad incident was far more
frightening than the actual killings.
The reported refusal of the Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
to spend the relief fund a,t its dis-
posal on, riot victims or the m~nne~
in whIch the bogey of PakIstam
aaents was used to cloud the issues
e~en by persons otherwise well known
for their liberal and secular outlook
was indicative of the qualitative stage
that the process of brutalisation of
the mind of the elite has reached.
In this connection I have in mind not
only the remarks made ~y Jai Prakash
Narain, but also a vanety of com-
ments made in the correspondence
columns of leading national dai-
lies on the subject of Ahmedabad
riots. This correspondence gives an
impression that newspaper reports on
the Ahmedabad incidents, ins,tead of
evoking wide sympathy for the victims
of the violence, added to the existing
resentment against the Muslims. It
is revealing to note that a large num-
ber of correspondents, some of them
well-known persons in their own
fields, avoided straightforward con-
demnation of the neo-fascist ele-

OF late the Indian Muslims of
the Hindi belt have started fee1-.

ing as if they have been caught in a
death trap of riots and cultural
debasement from which there seems
to be no escape. They are depressed
and tcrror stricken. to the core of their
hearts. It might sound strange to
those who put credence in the Home
Ministry's view that in most cases the
riots are provoked by the aggressIVe
attitude ot the Muslims. The same
might be the reaction of a large
number of well meaning people who
fondly think Mrs Indira (;andhi's re-
cent manoeuvres have really weakened
the forces of communal reaction. On
the other hand the small section of
young men who are determined .to
contmue, through thick and. thm,
their efforts for the preservatIOn of
the cultural identity of the Muslims,
might regard the above portrayal as
tamamoul1C ~o spreading defeatism.
Yet the fact remains that the prevail-
ing mood, particularly among the ed~-
cated sections of the MuslIms, IS

that of total despondency and hope-
lessness. They are experiencing a
kind of terror which is something
new even for a community long used
to the uncertain lies born of the
hate campaign carried on through
press and public speeches by neo-
fas·cist elements.

The growing frequency and vnu-
lence of the comm unal inciden ts
during .the sixties which culminated
in the terrible happenings of Ahma-
dabad and Maharashtra are no doubt
chiefly responsible for the present
situation. In 1947-8, the Indian Mus-
lims had to pass through a still worse
situation. Again, the riots in East
India during 1964-5 were no less fri-
ghtening. But on no occasion before
the Ahmadabad incidents had they
felt so deeply insecure as nOw. The
fear and hopelessness that has now
engulfed them is something different
from their reaction to routine riots.
This state of mind is created not so
much by the magnitude and. inten-
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elections on the basis of a manifestly
untenable electoral roll as well as to
hold it at a time when the climate
is not suitable and the people are
engaged fully .in the main paddy
harvest of the year. If the e:XCUBe
for hurried elections is that it is meant
to avoid President's rule, President's
rule is already here and a month or
more of it is not going to affect
anyone. The hurried departure of
Mr M. N. Govindan Nair, CPI leader,
to Delhi in thc wake of the visit of
the Election Commissioncr, his con-
fabs with Dange and Dange's influ-
ence on Irldira Gandhi have worked
the trick for the minifront which is
obviously planning to climb to power
with the help of a rigged up electoral
roll. And the fantaSillic picture be-
comes complete when it is noted that
just one week or ten days are all that
are available for correcting the ridi-
culous electoral roll. A month would
have been insufficient for the purpose.
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that has occurred on the Indian poli-
tical scene during the last one year.

One may not be far wrong in cal-
ling this change a qualitative shift in
the situation, bringiIlg the ideological
victory of Hindu fascism a stage
nearer. How else could one charac-
terise a situation in which well-known
liberals and progressives not only op-
pose the recognition of Urdu as a
distinct regional language On account
of their 'academic' reservations, but
also have the audacity to brand such
a move as incitement of communa-
lism? If the recent suceess of the
neo-fascists in raising a national de-
bate on the issue of 'lndianisation' of
the Muslims is viewed in the back-
ground of the trends noticed above,
it would become clear that the added
intolerance of the progressive writers
of Hindi on the issue of Urdu and
the communal outbursts of men like
Madhok are not isolated phenome-
na. Both the attitudes are the ma-
nifestations of growing chauvinist
trends in a major part of the country.
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in the attitude of the educated mid-
dle classes of the Hindi belt is the
recent controversy sparked off by the
resolutions passed at the Bombay
Urdu Convention. Criticising the
demand for Urdu's recognition as
the second official language of U.P.,
Bihar, Rajasthan and M.P., Dharam
Bir Bharti, an influential Hindi wri-
ter and editor of Dharam Yug, ac-
cused the organisers of the conven-
tion of inciting communal feelings.
Even some well-known progressive
writers like Yashpal and Amrit 1al
Nagar adopted a similar alt!titude.
These gentlemen who, in 1967, were
signatories to a joint statement of
progressive writers of Urdu and Hindi
recognising Urd).1 as a lan-
guage on its own right, were
so enraged by ,the decisions
of the Bombay Convention that they
publicly repudiated their earlier state-
ment' and declarcd tha~ they were not
prepared to treat Urdu as a distinct
language. This episode is an elo-
quent testimony of the sea-change

ments responsible for inciting and or-
ganising the riots and tried to focus
the discussion on the failure of the
Muslims to modernise themselves.
The general trend of the discussion
that took place in the columns of
the newspapers unmistakably pointed
to a definite shift in the attitude of
the educatcd middle class of the
Hindi belt with rcgard to the Mus-
lims. It would appear that a large
number of them have not only be-
come insensitive to the sufferings of
their fellow citizens belonging to the
Muslim community but they have
also acquiesced in the thesis that the
root cause of recurring communal vio-
lence lies in certain in-built traits of
the average Muslim. It was for the
first time after 1950 ,that men hold-
ing responsible positions in public life
as well as in academic institutions
came forward to support such a bla-
tantly fascist proposition.

On Urdu
Another instance of the same shift



The present depressing mood of
the Muslims is being reflected in a
variety of ways. A significant deve-
lopment in this connection is the
growing tendency on the part of small
groups among Muslims to try to win
favour with the neo-fascists through
opportunistic compromises. Apart
from persons likc Hamid Dalvai and
Chagla, whose commitment to the
chauvinist stand on the minority
problem scems total and sincere,
there arc many ncw convcrts to their
outlook amongst thc so-called Mus-
lim 'progressives' as well. These per-
sons mostly bclong to the circle hav-
ing ideological affinities with thc
Right Communists.

Recently, Razia Sajjad Zaheer, an
important figurc in thc literary outfit
of the Right Communists, plcadcd
for thc abolition of the Urdu script
in a section of thc national press. A
similar attitude was adopted by seve-
ral 'progressive' Urdu writers of
Bombay. In a long article published
in Dl1aram Yug, Rahi Masum Raza,
who until recently used ,to pose as a
great fighter for Urdu's rights, has
tried to placate the Hincli chauvinists
by arguing, at length, the point that
Urdu could not be regarded as a
language separate from Hindi. An-
other reputed Urdu poet connccted
with the film industry, Majroh Sul-
tanpuri, has been mentioned in Dha-
ram Vir Bharti's articlc, referred to
abovc, for his 'courageous' advocacy
of the banishmcnt of the Urdu
script. In onc of thc recent issues of
the Urdu monthly, Kitab, Aquil Ah-
mad, a tcacher of Allahabad Uni-
versity who participated in the Bom-
bay Convcntion, has stalted that
two prominent song writers of the
film industry (the reference is obvious-
ly to Majroh and Sahir) . were so
scared of committing themselves on
the issue of Urdu's rights that they
deliberately kept away from the Bom-
bay Urdu Convention under various
pretexts. However, the metamorpho-
sis in the views of these persons does
not seem to be real or sincere. Their
pathetic cringing before the Hindi
chauvinists partly no doubt is the re-
sult of a general breakdown in the po-
litical morale of thc revisionists dur-
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ing the last six or seven years; partly
it also indicates that the demoralisa-
tion of the Muslims has reached a
point where even prominent indivi-
duals can be bullied into becoming
the willing tools of the communa-
]ism of the majority community.

Jamaal and Jllna Sangh
Another sinister development, in

this respect, is the growing interest
among the revivalist circles of the
Muslim leadership in a rapproche-
ment with the nco-fascist elements
of the majority community. It is
their fear and hatred of poeples' mo-
vements aimed at ending the bour-
geouis-landlord rule that urges them
to come closer to their Hindu coun-
terparts. The Jamaat-i-Islami has
been making veiled advances to the
Jana Sangh for making a common
cause with it On the basis of an anti-
communist platform for the last so
many years. The Jamaat's added re-
vulsion for popular movements stems
from the realisation that with the
intensification of - class struggle it
would stand to lose its newly acquir-
ed hold over a considerable section
of the Muslim masses. The expe-
rience of Bengal and Kerala has con-
vinced the Jamaat that at the poli-
tlcal p]anc its real adversaries are the
communists and other groups allied
with them. \i\1hile the Jamaat-i-Is-
lami's appeal to the masses increases
in the background of communal vio-
lence organised by the Hindu neo-
fascists, it tends to diminish with the
consolidation of the parties of left
arrayed against right reaction.

Thc Jamaat-i-Islami no doubt makes
a great show of voicing the feelings of
the Muslim community over the mas-
sacres organised by nco-fascists and
'in doing so sometimes they are forc-
ed to admit that left elements, parti-
cularly the communists, have been
consistent in opposing the conspira-
cies to start riots. But a detailed
scrutiny of the Muslim revivalist
press, specially of Radiance and
Dawat, the two papers virtually con-
trolled by the Jamaat, would reveal
that, curiously enough, after each
riot an attempt is made in their
columns to whip up an anti-commu-

nist hysteria, oSltensibly to impress
upon the Muslim masses that after
all said and done the real cnemies of
what they understand as Islam and
therefore those of Muslims also, are
the revolutionary and left groups and
not the forces of neo-fascism and
their rightwing allies. _ Sometimes
this is sought to be donc in such a
crude manner that it would become
unpalatable cvcn for the supporters of
the movemcnt. For cxamp1e, while
rcporting a communal riot in West
Bcngal, which occurred a few days
after the Ahmcdabad tragcdy, a deli-
bcrate attempt was madc to belittle
the prompt and effeotivc steps taken
by the UF-Government in putting
down thc disturbances and an impre:,-
sion was sought to be creatcd that in
mattcrs relating to communal vio-
lence there was not much to choose
betwcen thc State govcrnments of
Gujarat and \i\1cst Bcngal. But this
was too big a lie to be swallowed
easily even by <the Jamaat's own
members and sympathisers. On that
occasion there appeared, in the co-
lumns of Dawat, several letd:ers,
chiefly from pcisons living in West
Bengal, repudiating the mischievous
contents of the rcport and paying
glowing tributes to the communist-
led ministry's firm handling of the
communal situation. It is precisely
the impression created by the com-
munists on thc communal issue that
throws the revivalists of Ja-
maat-i-Islami into jit,ters and
induces them to kecp on
fanning anti-communism among
the Muslims. The Jamaat takes
pride in thc role played by the Mus-
lim revivalist groups in the massacre
of the Indonesian communists. It
taunts its Hindu counterparts for
their failure to destroy the socialist
forces in India, at the same time
making hints to the effect that if
the Jana Sangh was preparec,:l to
come to terms with it, the Jamaat
might help it by hying to dissuade
the Muslims from supporting secular
causes.

In their hearts the Jamaat leaders
consider the Jana Sangh's slogan of
a Hindu State quite logical. They
apparently hope that once such a
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State is established the Jamaat's task
would become simpler. They would
find it easier under a Hindu State to
persuade the Muslim community to
inslllate themselves altogether from
secular politics and devote all their
energies to achieving the goal of
Istiquamat-i-deen, the consolidation of
a moral system based on true faith.
It is in this perspective that some of
the jnnocent looking writings of the
Jamaat's accredited intellectuals advo-
cating rapprochement with Hindu
communalism should be viewed.

Three years back thc Jamaat's lead-
ing mouthpieces carried a number of
discussion articles in which it was
suggested that the Muslims would be
far more sccure and better placed
under a Hindu State than under a
secular set-up. This theme was, how-
cver, sOon abandoned as the Jana
Sangh's open and most blatant Mus-
lim-baiting made it difficult to sell
,this line. A latest move of this kind
was an article by a close sympathiser
of the Jamaat, entitled "The Indian
Muslims and National Mainstream,"
which appeared in thc Radiance of
March 1, 1970. In this article the
Jana Sangh's demand for 'Indianisa-
tion' of the Muslims is sought to be
met by decrying the secular features
of the Muslim 'cultural tradition in
India, particularly Urdu, as the 'acci-
dcntal' products of Indo-Muslim his-
tory which, according to the author,
could bc sacrificed in the larger in-
terests of the movement aimed at
establishing the Islamic way of life
in the whole of the subcontinent. The
motive behind this ostensibly large-
hearted suggestions seems to be two-
fold: First, to assess ,the Muslim re-
action to the proposal which in turn
Nould help the Jamaat to decide how
far they could go in placating Hindu
communalists without losing their
present standing in the community;
secondly, Ito make another overture
to the religious fanatics of the majo-
rity community for fostering an alli-
ance against the forces of 'irreligion'.
Not Yet

At present the possibility of such an
alliance might look farfetched, more
so because the party of Hindu neo-
fascism is not willing to oblige. For
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ithe time being the forces of Hindu
neo-fascism seem to think that their
policy of Muslim baiting is helping
them not only to consolidate their
position among the Hindus, but its
demoralising effect upon the Muslims
in the long run might also facilitate
the latter's becoming mercenary tools
of right reaction. Therefore, at the
moment, they are not going to relent
pressure against the Muslims. In
other words, according to their assess-
ment the time is not yet ripe for
seizing the Jamaat's standing offer
of alliance. But the history of the
systematic demoralisation of the Mus-
lims by the British after 1857, only
to use them later as their tools for
lopposing the national movement,
should not be lost upon anyone.
When the time comes the forces of
neo-fascism would not hesitate to,
force a terror-stricken and debased
Muslim community to do the 'dirty
work' in its war against democracy
and socialism. That the neo-fascists
are capable of using the demoralised
victims of their own terror as tools in
a most unscrupulous manner was de-
monstrated by the way in which they
became ,the champions of one of the
warring Muslim sects during the
Shia-Sunni riots at Lucknow. Some
political leaders of U.P. even express-
ed strong suspicion that the Lucknow
riots were engineered by elements
close to the Jana Sangh. Similarly,
on the eve of the last general election,
Ithe Organiser, tried to fan the obscu-
rantist sentiments of the Hindus and
Muslims alike by publishing a report
alleging the supply of animal fat taken
from cows and pigs by a certain semi-
official agency to the soap manufac-
turers. These examples would make
it clear that parties like the Jana
Sangh would not hesitate to rouse
even Muslim obscurantism if it suits
their purpose.

In this nefarious game the Jamaat-
i-Islami would be too willing to co-
operate. TIle latest trend of thought
in the intellectual circles of the
Jamaat, to which a reference has been
made above, suggests that at least
according to their estimate the Mus-
lim community's demoralisation has
already reached a point where they

could make such an outrageous pro-
position under the guise of a theoreti-
cal discussion without bothering too
much about ,the reaction of the com-
munity. This must be treated by
all those interested in working out
a solution of the communal problem
in a democratic and secular frame-
work as a danger signal. Unless effec-
tive political and ideological work is
taken up by the parties of the left for
creatlings a socialist consciousness
among the Muslim masses, there is
every likelihood of the revivalists per-
suading them, in the name of expedi-
ency, to line up behind the emerging
alliance of the . right reaotionary
forces.

However, notwithstanding the nega-
tive trends noticed above, the objec-
tive situation favours, as never before,
the propagation of revolutionary ideals
among the Muslim masses. The pro-
cess of slow but definite disenchant-
ment of the Indian Muslims with
Pakistan and the accompaying discom-
fiture of the extreme revivalist groups,
making for Their isolation from the
effective circles of the Muslim sectio-
nal leadership, have created new pos-
sibilities of not only drawing wider
sections of the Muslim masses into
the class struggle, but, also, rthose
of radicalising, on a big scale, the
Urdu-speaking middle class, which
still exercises considerable influence on
the vast apolitical masses of the com-
munity. Some of Ithe recent develop-
ments suggest that the process of
radicalisation of the Muslim intelli.
gentsia is going on almost sponta-
neously. Lately, the trend of anti-
communism in Urdu literature fo~-
tered sysbematically during th; las~
ten years by an influencial circle, has
Itended to recede into the background.
Many young Urdu writers who for
some ,time have been hoodwinked to
support anti-communism are now
coming forward to support the pro-
tests and discussions organised bY'
anti;imperialist and an ti-establish~
menl1 groups. The appearance of a
new Urdu ~iterary magazine, the
Asari Adab, is the first organised ex-
pression of this trend. It is for the
first time since the closure of Shahrah
in the fifties that there has appeared
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A. K. Essack

The Palestine Liberation Struggle-I

fastness and firmness, and ensunng
that the struggle is not betrayed
within the commando groups. In
the Algerian struggle there was no
independent socialist or' I Marxist
wing next to the FLN while
here there are the People's Front for
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)
under Dr George Habbash and the
Palestinian Democratic Front (PDF)
under Nayee Hawayatemah. It is
not enough to fight Israel, says Dr
Habbash, for "we have to strike at
Imperialism and Zionist establish-
ments abroad and inside the Arab
countries". Thus they s,tand for the
overthrow of reactionary Arab gov-
ernments as well as liquidation of
imperialist interests in the Middle
East. That is why ;they have at-
tacked planes at Zurich and Athens
as well as blown up the Trans-Arabian
pipeline from Saudi Arabia. In ,the
June 1970 struggle against Hus~ein,
it was the PFLP and the PDF that
took the lead in smashing a plot to
annihilate the commandos.

At Karameh in March 1968, AI
Fatah of Yasser Arafat, when Con
fronted by the Israelis, fought them
"man to man and house to house"
and finally drove them out. The
Israelis withdrew badly battered
and mauled. It was then that one
of their spokesmen said "If we were
left alone for ,the neXjDthree years
we would complete Our ,task-that of
the disintegration of :the State of
Israel. Unfoturnately we have to
fight on two fronts, thc Israeli and
the Arab fronts."

The truth of the ma~ter is that
they were fighting not on two bult
four fronts, and the recognition of this
by the major commando organisations
today shows the leap in conscious-
ness among the Arab people. The
two other fronts ,they have to con-
tend with are the USA representing
imperialism and the USSR. The
struggle for the liberation of Palestine
involves now the whole of the Arab
world and has become inextricably
linked with the worldwide struggle
for power between the Two Big
nations.

The creation of Israel as a State was
the result of an agreement between
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trend. So far this trend has been
growing without the direct interven-
,tion of any organised movement.
N ow is the time for the parties of
the left to make more systematic
efforts to combat revivalist influences
over the Muslims and draw them in-
to the class struggle. This would
also be a more effective way of frus-
\trating the fascist conspiracies to fan
communal violence.

cally that the "Independence and
freedom of the Palestinian cause can
never be achieved except :through
force of arms. 1 could never agree
to the traitors of Palestine or those
who seek a compromise".

The Palestinian struggle for libera-
tion has been maturing under the
climate of the Indochinese war. It
has been the source of inspiration.
Against the Vietnamese, a most dia-
bolical machine of death and destruc-
tion was let loose, hitheEto unknown
to humanity. But it was the Viet-
namese man who triumphed over
the machine only because he believed
that his cause was just, noble .and
sacred. Vietnam showed that the
aggressors, however strong and migh-
ty, can be c1efeated.

The guerillas are the pace setters
of the Arab world. Theirs is a peo-
ple's war which involves the entire
Palestinian people. The liberation
army that is growing has arisen from
the masses and is a thing which the
Arabs have not known for genera-
tions. They are regarded as a peo-
ple's army not only by the Palesti-
nians, but also by the Arab masses.
And it is this rising flood tide of the
Arab revolution which has sent shi-
vers down the spines of the Arab
propertied classes.

A significant development has taken
place in the Palestinian struggle. The
socialist and Marxist led commandos
are growing side by side with the
nationalist fedayeen. It is this which
is giving ,the struggle greater stead-

a literary magazine in Urdu which not
only rejects anti-communism so assi-
duously preached over the years by
reactionary agencies like Tahreek and
Shab KIlOon, but makes it a point to
include interesting articles dealing with
the problems of revolutionary theory.
Again the brief appearance, last year,
of Agahi, a political weekly started
by an unattached group of Muslim
young men, was indicative of the same

THE bombshell announcement by
President Nasser of the UAR

that he has accepted :the U.S. propo-
sals for a Middle Last peace settle-
ment has shaken the Arab world:
This is the first major division in
which the Egyptian President has
found himself in the camp of the
Arab feudalist monarchies and re-
actionaries and against the Arab radi-
cal States. And ,the key issue respon-
sible for the split is whether to up-
hold the Palestinian revolution or to
liquidate it. While Sudan and Le-
banon acccpted the proposals, Syria,
Iraq, Algcria, and South Yemen have
rejected it. Jordan, once America's
voice in the Arab world, made an
important condition that the ceasefire
would not apply to the fedayeen. The
Unified Command of the Arab com-
mandos almost in one voice has stat-
ed bluntly that Nasser's road of sur-
render was not acceptable.

The Arab commandos or the fe-
dayeen were not completely taken by
surprise. Since 1967 they have wag-
ed a campaign against ,the move of
the Big Powers and their allies in
the Arab world :to impose a political
settlement on the basis of the No-~
vember 1967 Security Council reso-
lution which amounts to liquidation
of the Palestinian revolution. Those
were the days when they found vacil-
lation and wavering on the part of
Arab leaders. However, besides Syria,
they then found in Boumedienne
of Algeria a reliable ally. Even in
those days he stated quite unequivo-
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the USA and the USSR. Palestine
was divided into. twa States in 1947
and 33 cauntries headed by the Big
Two Pawers and France voted in fa-
vaur, while thase who oppased par-
titian were headed by Egypt, Iraq,
Lebanon, Yemen, Pakistan, India,
Turkey, Cuba, Afghanistan and
Saudi Arabia. It was by this agree-
ment that .the Zionist State was barn
and it was by Big Pawer agreement
that it has been preserved. And it is
precfiiSely\ a~1 this arucial paint that
the cammandas find themselves at
adds with so many forces because
they stand far the destruotian of the
Statc af Isracl, and far the establish-
ment af a madern demacratic secu-
lar Statc bascd on cquality between
Jews, Christians and Arabs.

After June 1967 Israel was at thc
zcnith of its pawcr, far in six shart
days it accupied Sinai, the West
Bank and ,the Galan Heights. It
addcd 26,000 square miles af terri-
tary which was three times its ari-
ginal sizc. In that war, the Arab
gavcrnments had mabilised 350,000
mcn, 600 cam bat planes and 1,600
tanks against Israel's 240,000
men, 300 cambat planes and 800
tanks. Thus the Arabs autnumbered
the Israelis bath in men and ma-
chines. The crushing defeat af the
Arab gavcrnments cleared ,the way far
the Arab commandas ,tia deal with
the autwardly farmidable enemy.

Thc guerillas stated that it was
nat passible to defeat Israel by can-
vcntianal mcans. An industrialised
State, hawever tiny, is able to. mobi-
lise and canccntrate resaurces more
quickly than any fcudal cauntry, haw-
cver large. In the case af Israel nat
anly was -it assisted by the U.S. fleet
but also was backed by the warld
Zianist mavcment which added mil-
lians of dallars to. its caffers. The
fedayeen said that the anly way to.
defeat this aggressar natian was by
way af pcaple's war with its strategy
af guerilla warfare. This proved to
be correct in practice and in ,this way
shawed that there was nothing
wrong with the Arab peaple as such
and all that was really needed .was
a tharough averhauling af their aut-
laak and methads af struggle.
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The Eshkal Gavernment answered
the fedayeen tactics af ambushes and
,sabatage with brutal and savage re-
prisals. To. terrorise the papulatian
they blew up the hauses of ,thase
who were suspected af harbauring the
guerillas. When these proved in-
effective they flung hundreds into
jail. At the same time ihey an-
nauneed that thcy wauld hald each
Arab gavernment respansible for the
actian af the guerillas in its respec-
tive cauntry. Pursuing their palicy
af calleetive responsibility, ,they
launched puntive raids an Jordan, Le-
banon and the UAR. But this had
the opposite effect, far it involved
the Arab gavernments more and
mare in the Palestinian struggle.

The first cammando actian began
in 1965. Since then there has been
a steady increase from ane ar twa a
day. to. 26 simultaneously. This!
began to. tell an the Israelis and a'
carrespandent af a Western news-
paper abserved that "guerilla raids
across the West Bank are believed
to. be causing the Israelis more can-
cern than the Arab armies combined.
As a result this sectian af the Arab
frant has assumed a ;military and
palitical impartartce even greater than.
Egypt and the Suez Canal zane"
(Observer, Navember 1968) Accard-
ing to. Fateh, the organ af Al Fatah,
the cammandos launched 6000 apera-
tians in the five-year periad ending
in December 1969, of which nearly
ane-third were made last year. In
April, May and June this year, aver
1,200 sarties were made alane. Taday
the Israelis" with their baundariees
enlarged, have to. face attacks from
the \Vest' Bank; from Syria, Leba-
non and the Canal Zane af the UAR.
Like the aggressars in ather countries
facing a hastile papulatian, the
Israelis are farced into a defensive
pasitian lacally when eanfranted
with guerilla attacks. It is this wear-
ing dawn which is slawly beginning
to. tell an them. Likewise the mare
protracted the war becames, the
greater becames the cansciausness
of the Arab masses and this leads to.
,steadfastness and firmness in the
strqggle, making them mare deter-
mined to persevere.

(To. be concluded).

\/'
A Naxalite Who Died

A young Naxalite was killed, alang
with two athers, at .Keshpur, Midna-
pare district, in June while trying to
escape aftcr killing a jotedar. Accor-
ding to. newspaper rcparts, 'they were
shot <lit and then beaten Ito death by
the jotedar's men.

Thc following is a translation of
thc fathers recollections about the
son and a ldttcr from the latter after
hc lett 'his home. 'Ma', 'Bou"~
'Kakima' and 'Didi' was how he used
to call his grandmother, mother, aunt
and elder sister.•..

LET no other father face the
terrible task af having to. recall

the memaries of a son after his death.
Since I have to. describe this tragedy,
a shart family background, I feel, is
necessary.

Our ancestral home was in Tangra
village, Faridpur District, East Bengal.
I maved to. Calcutta in ,thc middle
of 1945, that is beforc Partitian, in
search of livelihaod and put up with
my maternal uncle. My father was
dead. The family consisted of my
mather, my wife (I had just married),
my younger brother and myself. My
brother was alrc-ady working a;t
Calcutta part. I found a job there.

My eldest daughter was barn at
this time. AnoLher child, a san,
was born but died saon. A few
days after his death came Sudeb, on
December 20, 1949. .

\Ve called him Sudeb, ane of the
many names of Shiva, in the hape
that he wauld be as handsame and
wise as Shiva. We had his horos-
cope made painstakingly. I twas
very depressing, because the indica-
tians were that he would die young.

vVe come of a family af pundits.
My father had a tal (Sanskrit
primary school). My first les-
sons were in Sanskrit. But owing
to the times I did not cantinue with
Sanskrit and switched aver to Eng-
lish in order to be a clerk. But I
could not continue my studies fOl
lang as my father died and I had to
change over from college! life to family
life.
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My dream was that my frustrated
quest of knowledge would be fulfilled
by Sudeb. A father lives ~hrough
his son. In my case too I wanted
this desire to come true. What man
thinks is one thing, what happens is
another. I

From his childhood Sudeb impres-
sed everyone with his bright appea-
rance and joyous nature. IIe was
not much of a naughty child. He
would nol !tell a lie. He was not
shy or timid. Everywhere he was
uninhibited and openhearted in his
Ways and behaviou.r.

He did not go to a path-
iSala (primary school) . After
studying at home hc went to
the Shri Ramakrishna Vidyasram
(Dankuni) , a high school. From
there he took admission to thc 9th
class at Garalgacha Higher Secondary
School. From this school he passed
the Higher Secondary ~"amination
(Arts) in the second division in 1966.

NeerlletSs to say, his performance
belied our expectations. Political
activities under the influence of a
particular ideology hampered his
studies. This trend began when he
was in Class 8 and gradually grew
stronger. It came to our notice par-
ticularly when he did not do well at
the Higher Secondary.

He wCl(s admitted to the B.A.
course of the Calcutta Sanskrit Col-
ege wrth 10nours 111 Dngu. He

was given a half-free studentship.
Since he had ,reoeived more than
55% marks at the' Higher Secondary
examination, it was possible to
secure him a governmcn t loan-scho-
larship for two years.

His active participation in politics
conltinued to hamper his studies. We
tried in various ways to make him
concentrate on his studies, but to
no avail. I was very annoyed with
him when he did not do well at B.A.
Part I (he got honours, however) and
put pressure on him so that he could
do better in Part II. All my efforts
were .n vain. The higher the de-
mands of his studies, the greater see-
med his neglect of them, the more
his involvement in politics. We did
not know what to do. We were
helpless. Not to speak of his gi~ing
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up his path, all our attempts to divert
him from it for even a while failed.
I promised to give him liberty to
do whatever he wanted after he did
his M.A., but he rejected this pro-
posal as pointless. In his opinion,
t'he hour of revolution had already
arrived, and to stand by at that
moment was sheer stupidity. A<
a result, at the Part II examination
he answered two papers and then
gave up. Why sit for an cxam when
you cannot write?-was his argument.
After this, he did not stay <:lithome
much longer. In May, 1969 he left us
and went to distant countryside to
work, for his party, among the pea-
sants, the final outcome of which was
cruel death on his way back after
killing a jotedar.

He was alive for 13 months after
he had lefthomc. At the begin,
ning he wrote once or twice to my
mother. From the postal marks we
could guess that he had been sent by
his party to the Gopiballavpur area
of Midnapore district Ito work among
the peasants. The main task was to
poJiticise 1hem, in particularr ' to
arouse or incite thcm against thc
agelong oppression of the local jote-
dars. No doubt, inihallY he faced
many difficulties, working in an un-
known region and living in unaccus-
tomed conditions. Things became
differen t 13!ter.. He showed up at
home about three times-that too
briefly-he did not consider home
safe enough. Whenever I' saw him
I spoke of the dangers of the path
he had chosen and asked him to give
it up. This he never liked. On the
contrary, it Jrritated him. The re-
sult was, he never had a chance to
tell me anything about his dangerous
course, and I was too annoyed with
him to ask him. What little he had
told his mother, his aunt and his
friends, they alone can tell.

I shall now say something about
his character. Of all the traits I had
noticed, the first and foremost was
his tendency to verify everything. He
wan ted to check everything in the
light of his own experience in a com-
pletely independent manner. He
did not want to follow blindly what
even his own party leaders said, be-

cause Ithis tendency, this acceptance
of everything without questioning
encourages orthodoxy or conserva-
tism. He did not consign to obli-
vion, like a hardboiled materialist,
ancicnt Indian belie'fs, customs and
ideals, without cxamining them. For
this reason, at a particular phase in
the short span of his life, the influ-
cnce of Shri Ramakrishna and Vive-
kananda was very activc, and I think
hc was not altogethcr ablc to rid
himself of this influence even to-
wards the end.

Among others who influenced him
were Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
Kazi Nazml IslanlJ and Sukanta
Bhattacharya, the poet. Sukanta was
my cousin. Sukanta died of tuber-
culosis two years before Sudeb was
born. I saw Sudeb read the biogra-
phy of Manabcndranath Roy. and
works about his ideas. I had no curi-
osity about the foreign leaders who
influenced him: about this others
know better.

Sudeb had another trait in his
charaoter-a S'tern and unalterable
dedication Ito ideals. By the ulti-
mate pricc he paid hc has proved
this beyond argument. For a little
over Ithree years in the short span
of his existeuce of J.O ycars, 6 months
and 10 days, he workcd vcry hard to
translate into reality rthc ideals of his
party. Before he went to Midn;l-
pore, he propagated his ideas among
the inhabitants of 5-7 villagcrs near
Dankun'i, by 1edures ctq. He
acquired excellent skill in delivering
passionate but logical speeches. On
many occasions, he was able to bring
his opponents to his own point of
view within a short time. In de-
bates also on quite a few occasions
he was able 'to prove his supremacy.
For all these things and because he
was a dedicated worker he gained
much affection and esteem not only
in his own party, but also amQng the
illiterate, hungry, innocent and
oppressed peasants, his last field of
operations.

A Second Home
Not affection and esteem alone,

he was able to win their hearts and
minds with his love. Here lay the
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ultimate fulfilment of his short life.
He mixed with the peasants, identi-
fied himself with their joys and
sorrows, lived like them' in every
way, and became one of them. There
he formed new relationships-mother,
sister and brother-and was to a
large extenlt able to recreate the en-
vironment of the home he had left.
They regarded Sudeb 'IS one of their
own. Within a year he' was as if
born again, as a peasant.

Sudeb was surprisingly aware that
he would not live long. I came to
know later that he had read, with-
out my knowledge, a few books on
astrology which I had collected. He
used to tell his mother and his grand-
ma that he would die after doing
something unique, som~thing which
no one else in his family had done.
He' asked them, many times, even
the lasJ Itime he saw them, to be
ready for th~ti awesome hour. He
was most worried about his old
grandma. He asked her more than
once to be hard like steel.

I never saw the slightest weakness
in his moral character. Once at a
reading of Shri Ramakrishnakatha-
mnta he heard what Shri Rama-
krishna had said- sexual urge dies
if the name of Hari is chanted. Back
home, he began to chant 'Haribol'
'Haribol' and dance. He stopped
when 'he saw me.

It seems he went towards his death
with full knowledge, awareness and
declaration. It had been explained
to him how terrible was the work to
which he had dedicated himself. He
himself knew that too well. After
such knowledge he welcomed danger
and, at least in his opinion, found self-
realisation. He pursued this task of
fulfilment at such a pace in the last
three years of his life that he aban-
doned all material comfort and evelJ
all thought. From his behaviour it
seemed he did not have ,to make any
particular effort in this matter. As
if his disinterested, detached way was
all natural:. He gave. up his home
for his revolutionary effort to remove
the suffering of il'he oppressed, just
as one renouhces the world for the
pursuit of God. Revolution was his
singular concern. He had no time
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to spare, not even a moment, for any-
thing other than this preoccupation.
This single-minded dedication is what
makes the seeker achieve the long-
sought success in any field.

We are worldly, selfish creatures.
As such, there can be no end to the
sorrows of a father who has loslt his
son .. I was given a blessed thing but
could not save it. I do not think I
shaH ever be able to overcome this
sorrow, this repentance. Perhaps.he
was not meant .to belong to a home
and so he has left his home forever.
God alone knows how I shall put
up with this terrible loss in the after-
noon of my unworthy life.

A vast desolation is crying out.
I feel so helpless. I can only pray,
in the words of a poet :

"Be near me when my light is low,
When the blood creeps, and

the nerves prick
And tingle; and the heart is sick,
And all the wheels of Being slow."

(Tennyson: In Memoriam)

A Letter
Ma, Bou=-, Kakima, Didi

I am alright. Don't worry about
me. It is no use worrying. One
way not to worry is not to think of
me alone but to think of our people:
to Ithink of those poor people who
have taken up arms to demand the
right to live as men. Of those brave
young men who have identified them.
selves, to their utmost, with them
and are advancing on the road of
struggle. If you think of me as
on~ of them, you will find that all
problems are resolved.

The fight has started. Through-
out the world the battle has started,
initiating the end of the dark age.
In every country the sleeping, ex-
ploited masses are waking up. Asia
is waking up, and Africa and Latin
America. All those black and timid
people 'who have toiled and toiled
and never been recognised as human
beings are now announcing their
pledge to build a new world, raising
their firm, clenched fists. The hun-
gry masses of this land are fighting.
Srikakulam is fighting. Gopiballav,-

pur-Baharogora is fighting. The
little spark of Naxalbari has lighted
a prairie fire in the whole of Bharat-
barsha. In that fire will be burnt
to death the rich, all those who
built their palaces on loot, on the
blood of the poor. The wheel is
turning. It will turn more. The
world is changing. It will change
further. I am one among those who
are fighting to change the world.
T11at is what is to be proud of. I
live today, you may hope that I might
survive in the days to come.

Letter-writing is a very trouble-
SOme job. Don't feel sad and don't
get angry. I hope you are keeping
well.

Yours
Sl,1deb

Messy Ideals
By A FILM CRITIC

THE local wit's quip on "Goodbye
Mr Chips" may sound too

uncharitable but this song-
blended remake of James Hil-
lon's penetrating study of school·
teachers suffers badly in comparison
with the original movie-version. A
comparative rating is inevitable and
Peter O'Toole fails to convey the
almost archetypal image of the school-
teacher so effectively rendered by
Robert Donat with ill-fitting crump-
led ,clothes, plump face, moth-eaten
hair and pale skin. Peter O'Toole
has tried to play his role cool, but
his vague half-utterances and his
sudden outbursts of misdirected an-
ger are both meaningless and irrita-
ting. .Petula Clarke as Mrs Chippy
lacks the grace and poise of Greer
Garson and while her tomboyish viva-
city helps her well in the flamboyant
part of a music-hall superetta, she is
a total failure in her portrayal of a
qu'iet housewife trying to forget her
"troubled past" as Mr Chips has
described his wife's background, and
to adjust herself to the changing en.
vironm~nt. Superficially, the school
has come off quite convincingly with
some minute outward pictorial de-
tails, but the inner reality of this



LClippings
"Laboratory" For Counter-Revolution

claustrophobic world with its petty
jealousies, small bickerings and also
the little bits of tenderness and deli-
cacy, is thoroughly absent in this
film. Its finest part is the romantic
encounter of Mr and Mrs Chips
among the classical ruins, but this
too has been completely spoiled by
its constant recurrence in hoary flash-
backs in disgusting superimpositions.

Satyakam
Hrishikesh Mukherjee's heroes are

all avowed idealists who are invoked
on the screen to preach and this dab-

The United States has often accused
Vietnam and China of training Thai
guerillas and disseminating their pro-
paganda. Yet official press releases
and policy ~tatements stress that
the United States in the past few
years has undertaken extensive studies
aimed at acquiring a thorough know-
ledge of the working of Thai society
with the (uns,tressed) aim of more
easily controlling them.

. .Examination of the scanty pub-
lished information on theise activi-
ties, together with 'certain confiden-
[ial or classified documents unearthed
by American students, throws some
light on this new-type colonial policy
'and its own ends.

In 1958 the Advanced Research Pro-
jects Agency (ARPA) was set up in
Bangkok to "manage" the Thailand
phase of Proj~ct Agile, which was
conceived by the U.S. Defence Depart-
ment during the Kennedy Adminis-
tration to devise new techniques for
combating insurrectional movements.
Most of the research money went to
I\fue Stanford Research Institute at
Sn:~nford University, Willow Run
Laboratories at the University of
MiQhigan and ' Cornell Al;lronautics

'Laboratories, though the complex
links between U.S. government agen-
cies, university research centres, inde-
pendent research bodies and indus-
trial sub-contractors, and the invol-.
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bling with in£an:t'ile idealism often
brings in immediate gains in the
form of national awards. But the
heretics are still at large, and when
everybody in Sa!tyakam becomes a
symbol of truth and beauty and the
film becomes a pot-pourri of sermon
and salacity, one feels inclined to
lay the blame not so much on
l-Irishikesh Mukherjee, an incom-
petent film-maker, but on the judges
who could consider this film for
selection in the current year's Presi-
den tial awards' list.

vement: of persons wilrh vaguely~
defined functions make it hard to
pin-point all the organisations
involved.

In any event, research covered a
broad range of subjects. Among
them: village sociological structure,
the functioning of miniature listening
devices in a tropical forest, the moti-
vations of Thai policemen, leech era-
dication and the manoeuvrability of
light armour in flooded rice paddies .

Examples, selected from n large
volume of reports give an idea of the
type of research carried out.

The Joint Thai/U.S. Mobility Re-
search and Development Centre, or
MRDC, fitted out a C-47 transport
plane with secret equipment desig-:
ned to test heat changes in the for-
ests of south Thailand with the ob-
ject of tracking down guerillas. The
plane carried out detailed studies of
various rubber plantations (penetra-
tion possibilities, ground movements,
and visibility from the air through
the different types of foliage). Other
researches covered the influence of the
forests northeast of Bangkok on radio
transmissions (species of trees, dia-
meter of the tree trunks), defoliation
possibilities (164 species of plants
were enumerated on the t<~stsite of
Pran Buri), detection of tunnels and
concealed metal objects, and the uses
of the Wesland SRN-5 Hovercraft,

which rides on an air cushion enabl-
ing it to clear low dykes.

Villages in northeast ' Thailand
'Were scrut:inised ': geography, names
of local officials, number of animals,
tools and bicycles, stocks of merchan-
dise available in the local "stores.

Stanford Research Institute, whose
vice-president has given assurances
of his support for U.S. foreign com-
mitments, concentrated on the prob-
lem of terrorist camps in southern
Thailand and techniques for popula-
tion and border control.

Infra-red Gadgets
It studied gadgets to "smell out"

Ithe enemy as well as the functioning
of telecommunications systems in
tropical conditions. For example it
provided "an estimate of the total
m'~litaiIY and paramilitary-communi-
cations traffic that would be genera-
ted in a selected area of Thailand-
the northeast-under conditions of
medium-level insurgency" assuming
that "116 typical major incidents and
284 minor incidents" might occur
"over a repre~ntative thirty-day
period".

Were this to happen, research
carried out at the University of Mi-
chigan on aerial reconnaissance and
infra-red spotting techniques would
come in handy.

American University in Washing-
ton, which was involved in Project
Camelot in Latin America, ran the
Centre for Research in the Social
Sciences and Foreign Area Studies
(CRESS) until the end of 1969,
when it was taken over by the Ame-
rican Institute for Research of Pitts-
burgh. Financed by the U.S. Army,
CRESS has carried out research on
guerilla warfare and particularly on
urban environment in Thailand.

Also involved in thi~ type 'of
research were the Rand Corporation
and the Battelle Memorial Institute
on Columbus, Ohio, whsr~ report~
on all the Studies carried out under
Projeot !Agile have belen lasselnbledj
by the Remote Area Conflict In-
formation Centre (RACIC); they
are available to interested firms.

Titles would indicate the Pentagon
knows an there is to know about the

" .•



fauna and flora of Thailand (compa-
red with that of Malaysia and Indo-
nesia), the mobility of coastal soils
in TI1ailand (compared with Florida)
and the "structural characteristics" of
Thai vegetattroI1j, found ,similart to
that of the Panama Canal Zone.

At Abt Associates, Inc., of Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, computers are
placed at the disposal of researchers
studying theoretical guerilla attacks
and counter-insurgency exercises in
Thailand.

It goes without saying thaJt ,~his
mountain of ;theses, rcsearch reports,
sociological, anthropological and en-
gineering studies is motivated by
something more than ,the mere ad-
;vancemdnt of learning.

.. APRA is not the only agency
contracting for research by universi-
ties, or individual scholars. Exten-
sive studies have been carried out for
AID (Agency for International Deve-
lopment), whose mission in Thailand
is officially described as "supporting
the Royal TI1ai Government in its
effor.ts to contain, control and elimi-
nate the Communist insurgency in
rural areas". AID's activities go be-
yond the promotion of local develop-
ment programmes: it has helped set
up mobile police units equipped with
helicopters and sponsored a series of
studies of village sociological struc'"
tures Ito analyse the human environ-
ment in which the guerillas operate.

The questionnaires (provided for
Itjhese village studies, particularly in
the northeast, are all designed to faci-
l~talte the maintenance of law and
order. Some sample questions: Is
the prevailing pabtern of village orga-
nisation in the northeast adequate to
cope with insurgency? What can be
done to strengthen this pa~tern ?

Is there anything in the village
paJBtern of family organisation that
is relevant to! the promotion of
village security? How intimate and
.frequent ar~ the relations Wtjween
non-related families? Is there a
strong sense of group identity and
solidarity?

When a (Serious problem arises
within the family, how is this pro-
blem resolved? Is the father the
final arbi!ten and princip~l decision~

AUGUST IS, 1970

FRONTIER

maker? What relevance does know-
ledge about this have for promoting
village security?

To carry through AID-financed
research on Thailand, the South-East
A~ia Development Advisory Group
(SEADAG), an Aid subdivision, was
set up in 1965. Through the Acade-
mic Advisory Committee for Thai-
land (AACT) it promoted contaots
between AID and various universi.
ties, private foundations and scholars.

These bodies bring together in
Bangkok or the United States AID
officials, members of the Rand Cor-
poration (closely linked with ARPA)
the CIA-financed Asia Foundation,
State Department officers and profes-
sors whose research helps further a
well-defined policy.

The following case illustrates how
this system functions and for what
purpose.

Secret Contract
In September 1966, AID signed it

contract with Ithe University of Cali-
fornia which was not made publiC;.
Students managed to procure a copy
of Amendment 3 of this contract,
dated September 1968, which stipu-
lates that the University will compile
all available information concerning
research On Thailand and will "orga-
nise coordinate and conduct meetings,
seminars or conferences, under AACT
auspices" The overall objective of
this Gontract, it is staited, "is ... to
support and strengthen the opera-
tions of the US aid programme in
Thailand."

Another, less recent, example sheds
light on the nature of the research
being done and its guiding spirit. III
June and July 1967, the Institute for
Defence Analysis (IDA) ran a three-
week seminar at Falmouth, Massa-
chusetts; discussion centred on the
problems of Thailand. Participants
!inclucIed \')~e~al officials of MCT
and AID and General Maxwell Tay-
lor, former Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and later Ambassador
to South Vietnam.

A representative of International
Secur~ty Affairs (ISA), a Defence
Department division, told Ithe parti-
cipants what the Administration ex-

pected of them. Another speaker
stipulated that research projeots
could be of interest Ito the armed
services, the Pentagon, ARPA, the
CIA, etc. ISA's representative com-
men ted: "Thailand is a good place
to study because there alre things
going on there that can be studied
which are not going on elsewhere. It
is like a laboratory."

."Laboratory" is the key word. The
projects mentioned above constitute
only a small fraction of the wide-ran-
ging research that has brought part
of the U.S. teaching profession into
collaboration with the military-indus-
,trial complex in Thailand ... (Jacques
Decornoy in Le Monde).

Letters

Woman Power

How can any serious writer lump
together issues like 'Student Power',
'Black Power' and 'Woman Power'
together, and worse, see in all the
three equally valid challenges to the
American system from within? Con-
fusion can hardly go further; in
this case, perhaps, the operative word
would be 'zeal', Ithe zeal of Mr
Rudra (Frontier, July II) who seems
to give a blank cheque to all mani-
festations of 'prdlt.1st' in the U.S.
without any attempt ar critical
'analysis. I need hardly stresS! the
ideological tssue;s that divide the
various factions of the New Left in
the U.S. At another level, for ins-
tance, one of the aims of the many
black power movements in the U.s.
has been the achievement of an end
of the 'woman domination' in black
households, and in fact, the whole
slavery of the black people is seen
by many black ideologues as being
reflected in blac,k households, resul-
ting in the 'emasculation' of the
black man in his family context, re-
sulting further in a sexual aggressive-
ness, the sweet nightmare of' many
a prissy young white maid. Would
Mr Rudra see in the overall black
household a happy culmination 06
the "Woman Power" movement?
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financial power have been helped all
along in capturing the State admi-
nistrat'ive machinery by the manage-
rial' bureaucrats of the Home Depart-
ment, \ Itlhe Intelligence department
and even a section of the top hierar-
chy of the Army Command, who are
now keen to appear as the "saviours
of Indian democracy." No wonder,
therefore, that one' mouthpiece of
ibhe wielders of India's high-finance,
would, inadvertently, let the cat out
of ;the bag when it remarks : "West
Bengal occupies a position of critical
I~mportance in the seoun ty arrange-
ments for eastern India, which means
that the problem has to be viewed
in the larger framework of the coun-
try's defencd requirements. TIlis
point is seldom mentioned, but no
Government in New Delhi can fail
to keep it constantly in view". It is
hoped ,the people of West Bengal
'would now realise the danger to
their right of' self-determination.

R. P. MULLICK

New Delhi.
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assiduously being cultivated in the
U.S. (If you think I ani being far-
:fetched, read that very instruotivd
sex-manual bya Dr Eichenlaub).
Even the observations " about the
role of women in the households of
university professors seem to me to
be the result of a naive identification
with a cause viscerally seen as being
'progressive'. After all, a lot of good
books are written by women as well,
and not all of them seem to be un-
married ~ but I agree that there is
jus,tification to feel nauseated at the
kind of 'acknowledgements made by
scholars to their wives.

Women's liberation is necessary, and
is going to come about, but hardly
in the manner ci1visaged by Mr
Rudra. Here again, the lead is go-
ing to be given not by a pampered
section of the West, but by those
who have passed through the fire, as
it were. Ultimately, what makes a
movement valid is not the publicity
it is going to gain in the bourgeois
communication media but the genu-
ine liberation a movement has been
able to attain within the minds and
attitudes of the people involved. I
suppose Mr Rudra will agree that the
women of Vietnam and Cuba are at
least as free as the leaders of the
various WLFs in the U.S., and they
have hardly waved a bra or a skirt,
much less have they run naked in
the streets. Or does Mr Rudra think
that they too, along with women" of
the countries of Asia and Africa and
Latin America, need to derive 111S-
piration from the pacesetters' of
God's Own Country?

M. S. PRABHAKAR

Gauhati

For about four months the big busi-
ness mouthpieces in New Delhi have
been imperiously ordering the remo-
val of the United Front MiI).istry.
Dark hints have been dropped, im-
periously and impertinently, for com-
pelling the largest siqgle party in
West Bengal to yield its pre-eminent
position in" the Assembly, and/or
pack up and go. The tycoons of

The differences between the various
students groups protesting, and seri-
ous black revolutionaries should have
been apparent to Mr Rudra. For
the former, 'protest' is often a hip
gesture, and most of the 'protesters'
only make use of the radical plat~
)form: to graduate into fhe liberal
establishment on the basis of their
<authentiC< radical 'Icredentials. The
Al Lowenstein of yesterday is a Con-
'gressman of Itoday ; and the Mark
Rudd of today can easily be expected
to bloom forth into an equally res-
ponsible and !Successful person five
years hence; (according to the latest
~nfor)mat~on, he is already doing
good). To equate such exponents of
"student power' with black revolu;
tionaries, most of whom are being
ddiberately and systematically mur-
dered by the police, is like equating
a group of college wreckers with the
guel@as of Srikakulam.

As for 'woman power', I say, glory
be to them. But here again, one
should be cautious before extending
total and unconditional support to
the various 'Women's Liberation
Fronts' that have mushroomed in
the U.S. TIle points made by Mr
Rudra are valid only to a limited
extent; for he has not at all taken
into account the very real exploita-
tion of the Male by the Female in
the U.S. Things in India, for ins-
tance, are different, where total male
chauvinism is the rule, but how can
one say that such is the case in the
U.S.? Women in India need to
take' up the challenge, need to affirm
their right to genuine freedom and
particjipabWn, for a genuine libera~'
tion from the tyranny of the kitchen
and the bedroom. But I just cannot
see the pos~tion ot the American,
woman as being so desperate. The
sexual' exploitation (mutual) that
goes on in the U.S. takes on some
odd features; and I am not sure if
those 'Amazons' burning their bras,
are not merely calling attention to
their sexuality by that very gesture,
and in fact, provoking the very-
wolf whistles which they profess to
hate. Even a welT1Jractised karate
hold could be 3ccommodated within
the spectrum of sexual variations, so
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." ~~, :t young, all seem to step out of the Bata
shopwindow - beautifully shod.

Butwhat lies beyond that window?
let us give you a panoramic view of
the Bata enterprise.

What a vista!
An entire army of 22,000 highlV

skilled personnel, and factories equip-
ped with the most modern machines,
for the production of 200,000 pairs of
footwear a day. Despite that output,
intricate shoe engineering blends skil.
fully with the craftsman's individual
artistry.
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