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IT is not without significance that in the past fe~ weeks Congress{
and CPI members of Parliament have repeatedly pleaded

the Government for a dialogue with the Naxalites. The Naxali
relation with the CPI (M) being what it is, the only parties likely to gaO
if the Naxalites take to parliamentary politics are the Congress(R) a
the CPI. The Government has not disappointed these parties altogetbe
The Minister for Home Affairs" Mr Pant, has thrice assured them tha
'the Government was ready to open a dialogue, and on one occasion
went as far as to declare that a dialogue was already on. Subseq
reports did not bear this out; and Mr Pant hastened to explain what
had meant by a dialogue that was not. Yet the discussions in P.adia
seem to point to the marvellous realisation that the law and or
problem in West Bengal cannot be solved by police methods alone.

The Prime Minister's dinner to Mr Jyoti Basu is also of so
import. Obviously, they did not discuss the good old days in England
This was their first meeting after the Prime Minister had made her choi
between the two Communist parties which forced the CPI(M) to t
an anti-Congress(R) stance. In the intervening period Mr Basu tume
down several offers to meet the Prime Minister. The party's sudd
dec,ision to hold the Politburo meeting in New Delhi when the majori
of the Politburo members are residents of Calcutta may have been a bitit
to the Prime Minister that the party may now respond to a gestur
The PM took the loud hint and the Politburo meeting in N
Delhi has provided an occasion fOr a dialogue between the CPI (M) and1
the Government. Mr Basu met the Prime Minister before the party
took up discussion on West Bengal. Whether the result of his talk is
reflected in the party resolution or not, there is no doubt that it is goin
to have some impact on the party's programme in the State and also 0

its stance at future sessions of the all-party conference to devise measur
to restore normality in West Bengal.

The belated-and perhaps feigned-realisation on the part of tb
Government that what West Bengal needs is a political truce cann
by itself achieve anything. Dialogues may lead to temporary improve
ment, but a relapse will soon occur. The Government's professiont
will sound hollow as long as the army remaini deployed virtually am
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Setback In The Arab World

JULY 31, 1971

necessary by the failure of General
Jaafar al-Nimeiry to redeem the
pledges made to the people by the
Revolutionary Council after the May
1969 revolution. He also seemed to
forget that it was a coalition of pro-
gressives which ended the ecol)omic
and political mismanagement of the _
Government headed by Muhammad
Ahmed Mahgoub. Because Of the
importance he attached to personal
loyalty, there was a steady erosion
of the support he once enjoyed. Com-
munists and their sympathisers were
systematically weeded out of the
army, civil service, and from
Khartoum University, even though
many of them were actively
involved in the May Revolution. In
any case, things were developing in
such a way that if the leftists did not
intervene, the rightists would have
overthrown General Nimeiry as soon
as the process of eliminating the
Communists had been completed.
Differences on policy within the Ca-
binet-between the Communist-min-
dedand those with moderate Arab
nationalist views-early became appa-
rent. Atta was dismissed from the
Revolutionary Council last November
along with Babikr al-Nur and Osman
Hamadallah. All of them, now ex-
ecuted, belonged to the original core
of the Free Officers Organisation
which led the May coup. General
Nimeiry had begun to functiOn with-
out taking the Revolutionary Council
or the Ministers into confidence. He
was also not consistent in his policy
toward a union with Egypt, Libya and
Syria. The leftists did not favour
the federation move as they thought
that conditions were not yet ripe
for it and the likely federating units
were not all progressives. After hav-
ing condemned those who opposed
the projected union, General Nimeiry
went b3ck on the Tripoli agreement
on the ground that Sudan's participa-
tion at this time would be a liability to
other members of the projected union.
He has now decided to join the group
of Egypt, Libya and Syria.

The May Revolution promised a
fair deal to the three southern pro-
vinces which in spite of severe repres-

over the Ministry of Information, but
they forgot about police he~dquarters.
They occupied the radio station,
but forgot about the telegraph and
post office." The exasperating cor-
ruption in high places led some
straightforward army officers-who
were themselves very rich"':"'toreplace
.the monarchy by a republic with the
King remaining as a mere figurehead.
What is more important than all this
is how the Arab States reacted to the
coup which had taken them by sur-
prise : even Colonel Muammar Gad-
daifi who offered Libyan ground, ar-
mour and air support to his icleolo-
gical brothers in Rabat in a manner
as if this was pre-arranged had re-
ally no prior information of the coup
which was put down in a few hours.
President Hourai Boumedienne and
President Anwar el Sadat were in the
company of King Hussein and King
Feisal to wish King Hassan well.
Sadat also air-dashed to Mersa Mat-
ruh to persuade Gaddafi nnt to do
anything which might disturb the
power relations in the Arab world.
There were, however, no differences
so far as showing their teeth to undo
the coup staged by Major Hashem
al-Atta was concerned. (President
Sadat said after the coup was foiled
that the confederation of the Arab
States was born with teeth and events
in Sudan showed how sharp they
were).

The coup in Khartoum was made

maintammg law and order, though
the original plan was to keep the
army deployed for not more than six
weeks. Nearly half of the CRP units
in the country are now stationed in
West Bengal, and they seem to have
set up abode here permanently. Can
the administration remain at war if
the leaders of the Government arc
really seeking a political truce? As
long as the agents of terror are
active and on the scene, no amount
of talking at the leadership level will
fool the public.

The forces of progress in the Arab
world have suffered a series of re-
verses in the past few days. The
relentless repression of the Fedayeen
by the Jordanian King and the coups
and count~r-coups in Morocco and
Sudan have at least fOr the time being
consolidated the position of two
monarchs and a general. It will now
be very difficult for the Palestinian
guerillas to stage a comeback after
King Hussein's military avalan,che of
July I7. The repression in varied
forms began since the S(ptember
1970 civil war ; after the administra-
tion and the army were purged of all
known sympathisers of the guerillas,
the Jordanian army made repeated
forays into Fedayeen bases. Cut off
geographically from Syria which pro-
vided succOUr to the Palestinian
movement and effectively barred from
operating in the civilian centres, the
guerillas have been driven to the wall
in course of ten months. While the
indignant but ineffective reaction of
the so-called progressive Arab regi-
mes had been quietly ignored by King
Hussein, his army continued to get
the backing of America in its opera-
tion against the guerillas.

Although there are still doubts as
to who masterminded the coup in
Morocco, King Hassan's assessment
that it was full of imperfections will
not. be disputed.. After the coup was
foiled he said to the Press with a note
of sarcasm that the plotters "took

over the State, the police retain their
unlimited freedom to persecute, ha-

ss, torture and shoot people, and
tbe preventive detention laws are in-
voked wantonly to imprison people
wbose crimes, the Government
knows, cannot be proved in a court
of law, as long as political prisoners
are treated as criminals and kille,~
or maimed at the slightest sign of
rebellion over the inhumanity and in-

ignity heaped on them in jails.
For more than six months the army
is assisting the civil administration in



sion by Khartoum have continued a
freedom struggle for fifteen years.
The conflict between the Centre and
Upper Nile, Equatoria and Bahr el
Ghazal has already taken a toll of
nearly half a million lives. Major
Atta promised home rule to the south
but that is now a closed chapter.
Moslem Arabs of the north make up
more than two-thirds of Sudan's 15
million population and ha,ve domina-
ted the black Africans of the south ..
The southerner has never been influ-
enced by the Islam of the north be-
cause of his tribal links across the bor-
ders of Congo and Uganda, geogra-
phical separation a d indirect politi-
cal rule practised under the British
regime. Their problem will continue
after the abortive coup in Sudan.

Ambushes Again

'Dhose who ha~ been pondering over
Tun Abdul Razak's trade pact with
Peking fOr the past few months could
not believe that the Malaysian premiec
was sort of a dialectician. While
Kuala Lumpur was pulling off a $150
million transaction with China in tin
Razak began a drive against the pea-
santsafter Government troops had
run into a guerilla ambush in the
Ipoh-Sugei Seput area of Perak. A
National Action Committee has been
set up and officers in the affected
districts have been given unrestricted
powers to wield all the resources qf
their armoury.

Twice within a month government
forces have been waylaid by peasant
partisans at the same place where the
uprising began in 1948. Though it
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was put down ruthlessly recent inci-
dents show that the guerillas
have been able to hold on despite
early reverses. In fact official chan-
nels have been giving out news of a
steady trickle of communists to the
south from their bases astride Malay-
sia's northern border with Thailand.
Thiey are reportedly aiming at the
hearts and minds of the southern po-
pulation. The existence of a sizable
hideout within only 600 yards of a
tin mine and three miles of a police
outpost speaks eloquently of some
success in winning over a part of the
population.

R,azak's tenure in office has never
been without trouble. There is the
strife between the Malaysian capitalists
and their Chinese counterparts.
Though the Chinese constitute 40 per
cent of the total population their eco-
nomic prowess is wholly out of pro-
portion to their numbers. And it has
been the constant endeavour of the
Malaysian moneybags to use the state
power to wrest the economic initiative
from the Chinese. Evidently, the Chi-
nese millionaires were unable to swal-
low the Sedition Act that reduced
them to the status of second-rate
citizens.

For the Chinese peasants ,Razak
has other methods. Often their
yellowing crops ,are put to the torch
Or their title· to land denied so that
government farms can be further
extended.. Add to this the sufferings
of a stagnating economy which has
extended. Add to this the sufferings
,at the lower rung of the society and
mobilised it against the oppressive
regime. The result is increasing
guerilla activity. And though such
activities in P~k, Kedah, Kelantan,
Perlix and in areas bordering Thai-
land have been written off by official
sources as the propaganda trick of a
-handful of rebelsr the incidents around
Ipoh show that a fair-sized commu ..•
nist-backed guerilla force is again
becoming a haunting reality. This ac-
quires added importance when viewed
from the perspective of the recent res-
tructuring Of forces in South-East Asia
where the record of insurgency is the
longest.

View from Delhi

The Anti-Chma Alliance
FROM A POLI:nCAL

COIlRESPONDENT

THE new level in the Sino-U.s.
relations has found everyone,

from the anti-China gladiators in the
Foreign Office down to Mrs Indira
Gandhi's rupee trade-financed drum-
mer boys, responding in the same
Pavlovian manner, their reflexes con-
ditioned over years. The CPl, the
Foreign Office and the Kremlin find
themselves thinJcing on the same
wavelength and howling mad from
the level of despair.

Following the Soviet Ambassador's
unpublicised meeting with Mrs Gan-
dhi to discuss Mr Nixon's Peking
visit, the Lobby has got down to its
job. It is touting a plan for every-
thing short of an open defence pact
(described as a "political treaty) with
the Soviet Union and for an Indian
initiative for a West German-Soviet
detente on the basis of Willy Brandt's
proposals.

This proposed counter-thrust to a
Sino-U.S. detente aims at an anti-China.
phalanx of which India would be a vi-
tal component: It would mean a total
accord of peace in Europe and a shift-
ing of the zone of tension to the
Ussuri and to the Sino-Indian bor-
ders. In the past all the inspired
stories about West German supply of
vital equipment for China.'s IUlclear
programme originated in Berlin.
When the Ussuri clashes took place,
there was an inspired attempt to sug-
gest a West German-Chinese collusion
against the Soviet Union because a
minor crisis over Germany coincided
with these clashes.

If the sinister plan goes through,
India would be reduced to lli new
degree of satellitism because we know
who mans the missile bases and the
air force in the UAR. India would
find herself in the posltion of the
UAR and continue to confront China
to please somebody.

There is candid admission in



anti-China lobby here that the Soviet
plan to wean Pakistan away from
China has failed. It is possible that
the Soviet attitude to Pakistan might
undergo significant cliange in the next
few weeks and India might be egged
on to launching military action over
'Bangladesh if only to sabotage any
chance of a Sino-U.S. detente. In
the past both the super-powers have
been prevailing upon India not to
recognise Bangladesh or. think in
terms of a military intervention. But
one of the! two might nOWbe interest-
ed in forcing India into a frame of
action that would make for her total
dependence on one super-power.

Indian help to the Mukti Bahini
is no secret. Newspapers abroad
have begun writing about it while
Indian papers are still held on the
leash. What has however gone un·
reported is the fact of discrimination
in the matter of recruitment. The
political commissars at the recruit-
ment camps are making it a point to
eliminate all leftist elements after
careful screening. Secondly, there is
a conscious attempt to minimise re-
cruitment of volunteers of peasant and
working class origin and to take in
only middle-class elements. The pre-
mium is on those ~ctions who can
be easily won over by the Pakistani
regime.

The Awami League is an amor-
phous political quantity while the
Mukti Bahini has no real political
leadership. New Delhi seems to be
more concerned about the danger of
a leftist leadership emerging in the
Bangladesh struggle than in the vic-
tory of the Mukti Bahini. The daily
briefings where reports bf the Mukti
Bahim's exploits are doled out to.
the gullible correspondents speak all
the time of the Pakistani casualties
but what about the casualties on the
other side? Whether the Mukti B<i-
hini can win a war by itself is open to
question now.

The moment the Mukti Bahini's
offensive makes an impact on the
Pakistani forces, General Yahya' Khan
might open a front in the western
sector, in Kashmir and this would suit
the anti-China lobby fine. It sees in

such a situation the possibility of
breaking the Sino-U.S.-Pakistan tri-
angle. The United States would be
in a serious dilemma and the. develop-
ment might have its impact, however
limi~ed, on the Sino-U.S. ,['elaJtion~,
according to the lobby.

In any case India has been played
out. Recognition of Bangladesh
would necessarily mean escalation.
One fails to understand the logic of
those (like the C'PI and CPM) who
want immediate recognition and open
help to the Mujibnagar government
IbUft no military interv~lion. The
line between the two is deceptive and
thin. A protracted war in Bangladesh
is no solution to the refugee problem.
For India the immediate problem is
one of sending the refugees back,
reversing the flow. The new wave of
refugees (this time a large proportion
would be Muslim) would hit India
in the next two weeks ~nd the prob-
lem would have acquired a new
dimension. Parliament would vote a
supplementary budget and 'li stiff dose
of taxation and that would be the
breaking point. The government in
Mujibnagar has nothing to worry
about. The I refugees are not its
charges. Meantime, those styling
themselves) special envoys of the
Bangladesh government go abroacf on
Indian passports and under assumed
names and canvass plum jobs for
themselves. There is something
bizarre about the whole scenario.
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India's Options

T. Karki H~sain

NIXON'S announcement of his
proposed visit to dhina has

understandably caused worldwide
surprise though a major American
initiative had been anticipated for
quite sometime in view of the evident
shift in the U.S. position on China.
The official reaction in India was ex-
pressed by the Foreign Minister, Mr
Swaran Singh, who welcomed the
American move as a vindication of

India's policy towards China .and
hoped that the visit to China would
lead to general reduction of world
tensions. He hastened to add that
India wished that normalization of
Sino-US relations was not conceived
within the framework of power
politics,

One can accept the Foreign Minis-
ter's statement as a mere academic
exercise because, apart from expres-
sing perfunctory sentiments. it does
not spell out India's options. Though
it is early to realize an the implica-
tions of a Sino-American detente, it
may be worthwhile for the Indian
leadership to co ider the immediate
effects of the new relationship on
their own position, especially in the
context of Bangladesh. .

First of all, it should be recognised
that Pakistan played an important
role in facilitating Sino-U.S. contacts,
thereby gairyng further legitimacy for
its military regime. In view of the
Sino-American convergence on the
issue of Bangladesh, it could be taken
that Pakistan would now find it easier
to resolve the Bangladesh crisis in
its favour. For various reasons,
both the United States and China are
interested that the balance of power
on the sub-continent should not shift
in faVOur of India. It is from this
point of view that they want to see
Pakistan's territorial integrity remain-
in!! intact.

~In order to overcome the impasse,
India has three options. First, it can
radically change its present attitude
towards China and begin negotiations
with it. It can continue 'With its
present policy and behave as if noth-
ing has changed. It can move tow·
ards the Soviet orbit for a kind of
counterbalance against Sino-U.S.
agreement.

The first choice would require a
recognition of the fact that the terri-
torial issue can, with some effort, be
dissociated from several other aspects
of Sino-Indian relations, including
econom,ic ones. Despite its serious
differences with China in the recent
past, including a border flare-up the
Soviet Union has been able to restore
diplomatic relations with China, con-



Will They Return ?
ASHIM MUKHOPADHYAY

Further, the Soviet Union may be
interested to have India as an ally but
not at the expense of her contacts
with the United States and China.
In the present triangular complex,
therefore, -the Big Three, despite their
differences and competitions, have
actively been seeking an understanding
to co-exist. In case China and the
Soviet Union arrive at a rapproche-
ment, even if it may be a limited one,
the Soviet Union might change its
posture towards India accordingly.
Indo-Soviet relations being based on
inequalities, chances are that India
may become a satellite without gain-
ing a bargaining point in this kind of
relationship.

in several ways, ,it has been primarily
motivated by the compulsions of
Russia's own differences with China.
In the context of Indo-Pak relations,
however, the Soviet response has been
perceptibly different. Having laid
the foundation of a new policy of
friendship towards Pakistan, the
Soviet Union has gradually begun to
stress the concept of parity between
India and Pakistan. This implies
that it might be willing to play the
mediator as at Taskhent but not be
an unqualified supporter of India.

L L

has invented many new methods of
repression. One of these is the con-
centration camp. The limy has es-
tablished these camps behind the high
walls Of the military cantonments in
Dacca, Chittagong, Jessore and Co-
milla. A handful of army _ <lfficers
who could not stand the atrocities
committed on the camp inmates by
fellow officers, have risked their own
freedom by describing the treatment
now being given to thousands of
Bengalis. In their desperately over-
crowded cells these unhappy people
have little space to sleep and sit.
The army has at times killed so wan-

However, there are -several cons-
traints, internal as well as external,
which will inhibit India from making
friendly moves towards China. First,
the leadership itself has restricted
capabilities and is not in a position
to project new thinking in its policy
decisions. Secondly, the Soviet
Union is an important constraint. As
long as Sino-Soviet rivalry continues,
it might not be favourably disposed
towards a China-India detente. And
finally, China lllay not be keen on
a rapprochement with India or may
insist on its own terms.

In view of the overwhelming odds
at work, could India remain indiffe-
rent to the significant changes in the
power s-tructure -around .her? Or,
could it continue to be unaware of
those changes ?

This leaves India with the third
-option of seeking closer relations with
the Soviet Union. By implication
tlHs might mean alignment with the
Soviet Union. But before doing that
India should consider the various
implications of using Soviet friendship
as a counterweight. Though Soviet
support to India. on the Sino-Indian
question has been crucial for India

Government has received so far
amounts to about $151 million, but
-the entire aid is not in cash ; it also
includes materials fOr feeding and
sheltering the refugees.

Whether India will get more aid
is uncertain. What is certain is that
she will get more refugees, and by the
end of 1971, if the situation in East
Pakistan is' allowed to drift, the total'
number of people crossing into India
will be not less than 15 million.

In East Pakistan there is appa-
rently an endless cycle of violence.
Apart from the misdeeds of the 'Ra-
zakars' (volunteers), the army itself

IN spite of the repor~e~ .vieto.ries
of the Mukti BahIm III dIffe-

rent parts of East Bengal, the exodus
from there has not stopped. On
the contrary thousands of people are
still pouring in. According to Mr
R. K. Khadikar, the Union Rehabi-
litation Minister, the influx may soon
reach the 10 million mark as against
the earlier expectations of about
8 million. As a result, the cost, for
six months, of feeding and shelter-
ing these people will also be much
higher than the $400 million (Rs 300
crores) estimated earlier in respect
of 8 million refugees. The aid the
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elude a trade agreement and enter
into •negotiations with it. India, on
the country, has continued to ad-
here to its old stand that relations
with China can improve only when
the Chinese vacate the territories
under their occupation.

Further, India should be aware of
the broad aims and objectives of both
the United States and China in South
Asia. The United States knows that
till such time that the two triangles,
China-India-Pakistan and Soviet
Unionr-China-India persist, its posi-
tion in South Asia will be intact.
The Soviet Union and China will con-

- tinue to offset each other's influence.
India will continue to depend on the.
USA as on the Soviet Union vis-a-
vis China. That is why, tbe United
States might be more than reconciled
to China's 'presence' in Pakistan in-
asmuch as it acts as a counterweight
to Soviet influence in India.

Under the present circumstances,
it is not inconceivable that the United
States and China may freeze the sub-
system in South Asia and thwart
India from re-establishing its credi-
bility as a major regional power.
India can break the vieious circle by
adopting a more flexible policy with
regard to Peking.



tonly that the prisoners naturally fear
that they might at any moment be
taken out and shot. On the other
hand when the wives or other rela-
tions of the prisoners ask the Pakis-
tani authorities fOr information they
feign ignorance-maybe the missing
persons have moved into India.

The concentration camps and the
new constitution as envisaged by Pre-
sident Yahya Khan in his June 28
broadcast have equally terrorised the
people, especially the Hindus. Be-
cause, in spite of the President's
pledge ttlIat t~e Hindus will be
treated as ifirst-class citizens in Pakis-
tan, his declaration that the constitu-
tion must be based on Ishimic ideo-
logy and must be the constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in
the true sense has made the minority
community apprehend many awful
things in the near future if they dare
to stay in that country any longer.
The Hindus in East Pakistan have
had many bitter exper~ences of what
is called an ideal Islamic state.
From the days of Mr Mohammed Ali
Jinnah to date whenever there was
any declaration about the introduc-
tion of some Islamic laws or an Is-
lamic constitution, it was soon fol-
lowed by communal riots resulting in
the migration of the minority popu-
lation and thus showing what such
Islamic laws or constitution would
mean actually. It is evident that
most of the Hindus who have enter-
ed India will npt go back, if they
are not forced under some excep-
tional circumstances.

Not only the Hindu, but the Mus-
lim refugees also are reluctant to go~
back. Most of them are peasants
and peasants are the people who hold
the key to ~hat is going on in East
Pakistan. IT'hey have suffered more
in the fighting than anybody else.
Their huts have been destroyed, their
crops damaged or left to rot in the
fields because the entire village has
fled. A large number of them while
trekking m,ile after mile to India died
on the wayside. If the survivors' are
to go back to East Pakistan the most
essential condition is land. But the
small farmers and sharecroppers who

}

form a big portion of the migrating
East Pakistanis, will not get back
their land. Their land has now
been distributed among the "loyal
citizens", especially among the poor
people who have either been forced
by the authorities to stay or them-
selves have failed to flee because of
some unavoidable circumstances. The
policy followed by the Pakistani au-
thorities is expected to pay some
dividends. In a poor and underdeve-
loped country like East Pakistan, the
people's major grievance is against
poverty and starvation and not against
the ,authorities as such. The re-
gime of Ayu b Khan, his rise and fall,
is proof Of this. The extreme poverty
in rural areas, the corruption in the
bureaucracy and the coalition govern-
ments both at the Centre and in the

'provinces enabled Ayub to capture
powe(. As long as he continued to
pour in en anomie aid to the vilIages,
he remained popular among the
masses. But as soon as he started to
think that he had done enough to
stabilise one man's rule, trouble star-
ted. Ultimately the situation reached a
climax, and the Leviathan collapsed.
The recent elections in Iran
and Indonesia have also shown that
in spite of their deliberately reactio-
nary character, the governments there
have swept the polls only because they
have lured the common people by
certain pledges, some of which will
surely be fulfilled. In East Pakistan,
especially in the rural areas, people
are less politicised. They voted for the
Awami League not because they un-
derstood the complexities of the Six
Points or the subtle disparities in the
annual budgets, but because they w~re
convinced by the Awami League
that it was powerful enough to im-
prove their conditions Of living. But
as things have now changed altogether
and the Awami League has failed to
cope with the situation. the people
have no alterna,tive but to see if the
military authorities, in spite of their
reign of terror, would extend ~some
mercy to their victims. There is a
Bengali prover~never mind a kick
from a mi1ching cow. In East Pakis-
tan, there are 6.5 million holdings

of which 8070 families own less than
3 acres of land to cultivate and more
thzn 36% of the agricultural popu-
lation is landless. So, distribu.
tion of the land of the migrants
will help the army authorities.
People, so long landless Or with plots
of land not enough for bare subsis-
tence, will begin to think that on the
existence of the army depends their
future. So, more people will get
themselves enrolled as "Razakars" or
members of the "Peace committees".
Although they will do so because they
are poor they will be called agents
by spme. Anyway, redistribution of
land in East Pakistan will handicap
the return of the refugees because
those who have now acquired land
will be in no mood to give it back.
They will take all steps to prevent
the re-entry of the evacuees.

This also explains why despite the
many tall utterances by the Pakistani
army officers, their refugee reception
centres look so desolate-the entire
popul3>tion consisting of some forlorn
dogs. Army officials claim that
some 75,000 refugees hav'e returned,
but several reception centres have yet
to register their first returns. Like
the land-grabbing. people, the army
itself is also against the return of
refugees. While the men given land
are thinking in terms of economic
advantages or disadvantages, the army
is assessing the consequences of re-
entry Of the refugees from a political
point of view. If it has to give a cover
of what is called "guided democracy"
to its autocratic rule then it has to pre-
vent the return of refugees. If in the
near future East Pakistan again goes
to the polls, the West Pakistani ru-
ling authorWes will have no alterna-
tive but to show their own population
either as bigger than Or on par with
that of the east. If the r~fugees are
allowed. to come back East Pakistan
will again get an upper hand over the
West.

Strategic Motive
Behind the present land policy of

the Pakistan Government there is
,another motive, and it is more stra-
tegic than political Or economic. The
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districts of Dinajpur, Kusthtia, Jessorc
aDd Khulna in the western sector
and Mymensingh, Sylhet, Comilla
and Chittagong in the east are very
close to the Indian border. All these
districts are targets of frequent attacks
by the Mukti Bahini who generally
do hot go de~p inside but operate
within the first five Or six miles of
the frontier. Whenever they smell
danger they cross back into India for
shelter. Hence, according to the
WeStt Pakistani authorities, tbe best
way to save these districts is to
disperse the Hindus and those Ben-
gali Muslims who are supposed to
have some direot or indirect
sympathy for the Mukti Bahini and
distribute their lands among the
Biha,ris and the conservative section
of the Bengali peasantry. The pro-
cess ,has already started, particularly
in Jessore and Khulna.

Another great calamity is awaiting
luckless East Pakistan-famine. Ac-
cording to reports from different tact-
finding teams and parliamentary de-
legations, famine will start by the
first week of August unless adequate
prec~utionary measures are taken. A
prominent Awami League leader of
Kustbtia has told this correspondent
that it is difficult to say how many
people will be able to escape from
disaster.

Though there are some immediate
causes for the imminent famine, the
ground was being prepared from long
ago, especially since Ayub Khan's
rise to power. Soon after the coup
d'etat of October 1958, Ayub intro-
duced the system of Basic Demo-
cracy to protect himself by a loyal
electoral college. Actually, the mem-
bers of this electoral college, the
Basic Democrats. were nothing but
political animals whose sole duty was
tQ defend their master against the
anger of the starving millions. It
was to feed these people that Ayuo
st,a·rted the Rural Works Programme.
Within 21 plonths of the referendum
and the "election" of the President in
October 1961,' the Government of
Pakistan negotiated an agreement
with the USA fOr the supply, over a
four-year period, of $62.55 mUlion
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worth of surplus agricultural com-
modities under PL-480 with the aim
of carrying out the Rural Works
Programme, From then till Ayub's
fall, the USA continued to pour aid
into the country, especially into its
eastern wing where political and eco-
nomic instability was more deep-
rooted. The Basic Democrats who
were in charge of the distribution of
this aid in the rural areas became
rich overnight. The only thing they
did was ltO supervise road building.

in the name of rural development
Ayub made a heavy investment in
road building which accounted for
70-80 per cent of the works pro-
gramme expenditure. Why he did so
has nOw become quite clear: since
the outbreak of the recent trouble,
except for the first few days when the
Mukti Bahini was in a dominating
position, most of the country remains
in the hands Of the West Pakistan
army. lfhe large network of lengthy
metalled roads connecting the impor-
tant towns and villages with Dacca
has enabled the army to spread out
at short notice.

The benefu: of the Rural Aid Pro-
gramme never reached the remote
viI1ages. Out of 300 circle officers
who used to report on the progress
of the Aid Programme, at least 134
had confessed that about 717 projects
proved useless. Most of the em-
bankments constructed "so carefully"
were washed ,a,way by a single sho-
wer. The bridges were actually three
or four bamboo poles placed horizon-
t2Ily over a canal. The school build-
ings, the "great monuments of Ayub's
service to mankind". had corrugated
iron sheets as their roofs; and the
bricwalls sometimes disappeared un-
der the pressure of low winds.

Nothing concrete was done during
Ayub's regime to improve East Pa-
kistan's agricultural production.
Though the people were suffering
from acute food shortage the Central
Government continued to export rice
to the USSR, Yugoslavia and Kuwait
to the tune of 97;000,' 6,000. and
1,000 tons respectively and 92,000
tons more to other countries. No
genuine attempt was made to help the

. agriculturists of East Pakistan.
has already been stated that 36% of
them are landless and have even no
plough or bullock and 33% do not
have any foodstuff. Of those who
possess land 80% have less than ,.
,acres ealfh and therefore their scope
of production is limited. Still, som
thing better could have been done if
they could get other facilities. Even
at the height of the Rural Worb
Programme 50% Of the genuine agri-
culturists in East Pakistan failed to
get any loan frOm the government.
They did not get chemical manures
even for 4% of their cultivable land
and only 7% of their fields were un-
der irrigation. At that time 2,74,000
acres of land in West Pakistan had
been placed under mechanised culti-
vation, but in East Pakistan only
7,000 acres. As a result of all these,
the contribution Of agriculture to the
GNP went down from 50.3 in 1956-
60 to 45.8 in 1968. Yield per acre
of rice declined from 12.1 to 11.3
,and that of jute from 19.8 to 14.4
maunds. In 1948 the per capita
availability of food in East Pakistan
wzs 15.82 oz per day. In 1965-
it came dOwn to 14.46 oz, in 196().;;
67 to 14.03 oz and in 1969-70 to
13.53 oz or less.

To date Rs 93 crores of official
taxes and Rs 200 crores of unofficial
taxes have been imposed on the poor
peasantry of East Pakistan.

A comparative study of the pro-
duction of food and cash crops in
East and West Pakistan will show
how badly the former. had been
neglected under military rule.

West Pakistan produced 6.8 million
tons of wheat and 2.1 millions of
rice in 1968-69. registering an in-
crease of 8% and 40% respectively
over the preceding year. The com-
bined effects of intensive usc of ferti-
lisers, improved seeds and expansion
of tubewell irrigation brought about
by Government support and incentive
since early 1967, have transformed:
West Pakistan from a deficit. to &
surplus region in terms of foodgralns.
The area under Mexi-Pak wheat lo.
from 2.4 million acres in 1967-68 to
6 million acres in 1968-69 and -is
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expected to extend over an area of
10 million acres. Cultivation of
maize, cotton and oilseeds has also
greatly improved in West Pakistan.
Currently, maize is cultivated over an
area of 12 million acres and pro-
duction is 7,00,000 tons. Cotton
production has increased in the past
our years from 2.01 million tons to
.96 million tons with improvement

yields from 2.7 maunds to 3.3
aunds per acre. Export of cottoQ

rose from Rs 287 million in 1964-65
to Rs 442 million in 1968-69 and
cotton manufactures from Rs 189
million to Rs 417 million.

In East Pakistan the damage done
to rice and jute crops by floods in
1968-69 was so severe that there was
a decline in value added in the agricul-
tural sector by 0.5% from the pre·
ceding years. Production Of rice fell
-lrom 10.99 million tons to 10.90
million tons, while jute somehow ma-
paged to maintain the previous year'~.
level at 5.99 million bales. The ty-
phoon of November-December, 1970
has not only depopulated many vil-
lages in southern East Bengal but
also damaged hundreds of acres of
surplus areas including Patuakhali
and Barisal by saline water. The
price situation in the country will ,also
show how its eastern part has been
gradually led towards a famine. Dur-
jng 1968-70 wheat prices in West
Pakistan were generally lower while
rice prices in East Pakistan moved
upwards. On an annual average, the
price index for wheat was l4% lo-
wer in 1969-70 compared with the
previous year, but the price index fo:
rice rOse by 9.9%. In East Pakis-
tan, the increase was 11.3 0/0. The
index of wholesale prices in West Pa-
kistan rOse by 2.8% but in the east it
tgistered an increase of 8.8%.

All these together with the devas-
tation caused by the West Pakistan
army have- made the situation really
terrible. Wherever the army went,
it destroyed the granaries of the pea-
sants; even government storehouses
were burnt down. IThe trouble in
East Pakistan broke out at a time
when the harvesting of the Iri paddy
was about to start. The Don Quixo-

es of West Pa,kistan not only killed
the unarmed people but destroyed the
matured Iri crops by spraying poiso-
nous chemicals over the fields. Cul-
tivation of the Aus paddy which had
sta.rted by that time had to be aban-
doned. The army was in full action
in the rural areas, so the farmers
could not work properly; as a result
weeds checked the further growth of
paddy seedlings. Relief shipments for
the typhoon-affected .areas were com-
ing in steadily mainly to Chittagong
until the beginning of March, when
the port came to a standstill during
the civil disobedience movement of
the Awami League. Since then little
or nothing has been unloaded and se-
veral grain ships, after waiting for a

wHAT is happenIng now in
Birbhum happened at Naxal-

bari, Debra-GopibalIavpur and many
other places. It. will happen
everywhere. rThe scheme is the
same and will be pursued by the
servitors of imperialism and social-
imperialism without 3ny democratic

~hibition. The most notable feature
of the reality in Birbhum is that an
occupation army has been torturing,
ma,iming and arresting unarmed poor
people in the !l1ost cowardly fashion.

We know that if CPI(ML) cadres
are butchered in streets, fields or
jails, our political parties would
salve their conscience with a, feeble
impotent protest. What we did not
expect is the silence of every parlia-
mentary party, from the Con-
gress(R) to the CPI(M) on the
undeclared war launched by the
government not only against the
CPI (ML) but the unarmed people
of the entire district.

In this silent war the government
has ,aU "patriotic" "national" news-
papers as its cohorts. Professional
journalists visit Santiniketan or Suri
almost like thieves (we do not know
why) in the name of collecting Te-

month or more, have sailed away.
At Washington, State Department

officials announced on July 13 that
Pakistan would have to import at
least 1,090,000 tons Of foodgrains
during the current fiscal year. aut
even if this food reaches East Pakis-
tan, it is doubtful whether it . will
reach the starving people at aU. A
lot will turn on the army's ability to
get the ports working quickly and
organis~ enough transport to get the
food distributed. But if it does that,
it must be prepared to cut back on
its military operations and possibly
lose control over large areas.

Any way the future Of "Sonar
BangIa" is quite dark. As for what
we should do, no one seems to know.

ports-and TA and DA. Possibly the
most courageous among them, once
in a bus on his way from Bolpur to
Suri, gave vent to his feelings on law
and order in order to provoke some
of his talkative co-passengers. Only
a whispering remark came from a
middle>-aged state employee: "Shh 1
Don't discuss, spies everywhere I"
The _normal Calcutta journalist'is ins-
tructed to hear nothing beyond official
information, Even his visua,l ex-
perience i'5 tailored at the time of
writing. What the journalists do in the
case of Birbhum is to explain their vi-
sual experience in the light of their
confabulations with the high-ups of the
district administration: roads are
empty even at 9 a.m., the desolate and
dark evenings in any subdivisional
town bear the fearful semblance of
midnight, the bi-weekly urban hats
do not attract rural people. All
this is part of the conspiracy of silence
over the degree of military-police
brutalities against the population. By
raising a hue and cryarbout Naxalite
violence, these journalists took ade-
quate care to suppress news of the
violence of the army and police.

The administration's complete iso-



lation from the pecple has led to.wide-
spread administrative vialence.
Having no. canfidence in its a~n
palice ranks nnd in people entrusted
with callecting anti-Naxal intelIigence,
the Central Gavernment has gane
berserk and farmulated the present
anti-peaple plan. The Statesman,
Jugantar and ather newspapers, as
precursars af this plan-executian, fas-
tered the reparts that even the palice
persannel af the district were helping
the Naxalites. Veering raund- this
pet thesis af a 'revalutianary' party
like the CPI(M), ane A.B. reparted
in Frontier (July 10) that, to. his sur-
prise, CPI(ML) activists caught with
snatched rifles (including ane af a
murdered paliceman) in the Ram-
purhat area were nat shat dead at
the time af arrest I This defiance af
the Hame Depantment's instructian,
it was hinted, was the wark af Naxal-
palice cannivance. A.B. is a clever
fellaw and as a result he dramatised
the Naxalite characters mare than he
did the events ar the statistical figures
af murdered jatedars' land acreage.
It is nat the place to. challenge the
death regi~ter af jatedar martyrs ar
his meticulaus accaunts af the pra-
perty af the dead, but what is rele-
vant for aur purpase is his canclu-
sian-indeed a clever variant af the
same in Jugantar ar The Statesman
-that the Naxals do. mare harm than
goad to. the rural poor, and that they,
having no.raats amang the village poor,
are teenaged adventuri!1ts and that but
for the bad administrative set-up,
these bays having persanal cannec-
tians with vested interests wauld nat
have been able to. make such head-,
way.

All these jaurnalistic exercises were
:meant to. jUNti~)'the /llilitary-palice
actian in the name af law and arder
and pramote a psychalogical impera-
tive that, as the CPI(ML) activists
have nothing to. do. with the poor,
the army and police have no. ather
choice but to terrarise and tarture
'scme' people in arder to. trace aut
the Naxalite culprits.

A few days back the Vice-Chan-
cellar af Visva-Bharati, under pres-
sure from students and warkers, re-

quested the District Magistrate nct to.
harass or arrest Visva-Bharati .em-
playees withaut taking ·the authcri-
ties into. canfidence. The DM very
palit' ely infarmed him that he was
autharised t~ take nabody into. canfi-
dence except thase in the administra-
tian and that his palice cauldarrest
anybady far 'interragatian' and he
might at any time subject the whale
university campus to. cambing
aperatian.

Prominent Feature
The single mast praminent feature

af the present military administratian
is that no. yaung persan, whatever
may be.•his avawed faith ar faithless-
ness, is to. be spared 'interragaticn'.
Sa, away fram their awn hauses, Bir-
bhum yauths have been playing as
far as practicable, hide and seek with
the armed watchdcgs af the warld's
biggest demacracy. Every anset af a
military caravan in the lacal tawns
ar bazaars means darkness at ncan
and hell at midnight. It is nat anly
yaung peaple ar teen-agers that are
having a trying time these days, IU-
m<1ursare there that if an aged per-
.san unfartunately laaks yaung ar ad-
dly healthy, CRP afficers cansider him
to. be a passible Naxaland therefcre
a special target af the batan. Same
shap assistants af a famaus dealer-
who. happens to. be a district stalwart
af the Cangress(R)-were arrested
at Bolpur far 'arsan, gun-snatching
and murder" af spies. rrhe yaungest
and sickliest af them-hardly twelve
years aId-was canvicted in a·case cf
rifle-snatching fram the CRP. The
emplayer telephaned the palice sta-
tian to. certify that the arrested used
to. wark far almast twelve haurs in
the shaps and so. cauld have had no.
cannectian with anything affecting law
and arder. He was advised to. keep
quiet. Ultimately, the arrested were
bailed aut to. learn that far their
safety the emplayer has extended
their warking haurs withaut hawever
increasing their wages.

The mast warried man in Birbhum
villages taday is a pOOr father who.
happens to. have a number af young
sans, because he can neither send

them to scme pocr relativ'es far shel-
ter nor affard the ·cast cf establish-
ing their innocence in court..

While there· is hardly any policy
discriminatian between urban alld ru-
ral peaple so. far as arresting them
is cancerned, tile methads af 'inter-
ragatian' differ. To. be severely bea-
ten in caurse af 'interragatian' is a
special preragative af the villag~ paor
-particularly yauth~. The villager
is set free, but nat befare he has ab-
liged the palice with same maney.
Maney is supplied by a village taut
who. behitld his client's back negotia-
tes the· transactian. Same palice
afficers hawever do. nat allaw mid-
dlemen into. these transactians and
straightaway take cash wiith an air of
generasity generally faund amang old
temple priests.

Samehaw urban peaple are not
asked to. pay bribes unless the rela-
tives af the arrested themselves
throw hints thraugh a middleman.
One must admit that in the tawn
areas beating in the caurse
af interrogation has naw been
suspended. Far example, in Bolpur
tawn, an a particular day large num-
bers af peaple were arrested far 'in-
terrogatian' fram both a middle-clas:ll
area and an area largely inhabited by
law-caste peaple (Ruari, Bagdi, Dam
etc) . It was reparted that while the
secand set af peaple were beaten up,
the first graup was nat.

How do. peaple react to. the inflic-
tians ? The immediate reactian is all-
pervading panic, but ance the apera-
tian is gane through, wrath against
the administratian becames vialent
and samewhat desperate.

In a village near Ilambazar a
yaung pregnant waman suffering from
same extra-physical ailment could
nat be sent to. a local dactar staying
just autside the cambed area and
died. The large-scale arrests and tor-
ture had already angered the peo-
ple. The waman's deat1jh turned
them vialent. After the combing
aperatian was aver, the villagers held
a meeting and thaught af ma1dng a
mass attack an the nearby army
picket. The CPI (ML) activists re-
appeared and reportedly asked them



adventurous acuon
at that moment. They explained that
it was the People's Liberation Army
which would take revenge against the
entire state machinery.

This is not an isolated instance.
In the Rampurhat area, the military-
police brutality exposed the impotence
of the local' Congress(R) le3.dership
of a group of predominantly pro-
Congress villages. The leadership
bad tried to exonerate the police by
pointing out the wickedness of the
CPI(ML) cadres who had annihilat-
ed a local leader of the Congress(R)
-a bad character and jotedar of the
area. After the combing operations,
however, the worst victims turned out
to be young people-an active band
of Chhatra Parishad workers-of the
villages. Some were beaten so much
that without timely hospitalisation
they would have died. .There were
indiscriminate arrests. The net effect
was that a good number Of young
boys of these villages tried to contact
the CPI(ML) activists with the pur-
pose of taking revenge on the police.

One more instance. Only a few
miles away from Suri a village, predo-
minantly inhabited by rich peasants
u.d joteoars, and under the leader-
ship of the so-called VRG (Village
Resistance Group), did not let in
unknown outsiders. Many usurers
from nearby villages were extended
temporary hospitality there in face of
the growing anti-usury campaign of
the CPI(ML). All of a sudden a
guerilla squad e~tered the village at'
midnight when the' entire contingent
of the VRG was absent from the vil-
lage (according to a local report, this
VRG, in connivance with the police,
used to COlI!mitdacoity in other vil-
lages) and snatched a few guns from
some houses. The next morning the
military and the police combed the
entire viillage looking -for guns and
went in fOr selective beating and ar-
rests. This led to mutual suspicion
among the villagers, SOme of whom
.are reported to have sought protec-
tion of the CPI(ML). The particu-
lar village is now a house divided,
with some of the VRG mastans en-
gaged in anti-Naxal spying.

In towns and villages, there have
also been abject surrenders to fate,
particularly from the upper and
lower middle class areas in towns and
a section of the privileged peasantry
in the rural areas. Age-wise, the re-
action of the youths is extremely en-
couraging from the point of view of
the CPI(ML) but the reaction of old
people is presumably anti-Naxal in
character.

On tbe Run
How do the CPI(ML) activists

face the situation? It is almost any-
body's guess. Certainly they are on
the run. Seldom do people hear of
bomb attacks on polict!" pick-
ets or troops. There are peo-
ple who believe that CPI(ML)
cadres 'are avoiding armed con-
frontation with the police. The
reasons cited to explain this tactical
retreat are however far from consis-
tent. Sometimes it is said that
in Birbhum, the CPI(ML) movement
has no roots among the sons of the
soil and therefore a compact p:lilitary
administration is bound to neutralise
their manoeuvring capacity and drive
them out fro!ll the district. This
equation of CPI(ML) activists with
youthful adventurists is in fact the
pet thesis of all political parties op-
posed to any kind of Naxalism. But
it is pointed out even by the sympa-
thisers of the party thM at the present
level of organisation and experience,
it will be premature on their part to
engage in even a series of sniping
attacks on police patrols or pickets.
On the other hand, the people should
be allowed to feel by themselves the
need for total mobilisation against the
police and the military.

What is to be noted at this stage IS
that the origin and development of
the CPI (ML) in Birbhum has two
distinct local characteristics. In the
first place, although the party as in
other districts followed the program-
me of class-annihilation as the form of
class-struggle, unlike in Debra-Gopi-
ballavpur it sought to take as man~'
people as possible into confidence.
There were instances when a particu-

Jar jotedar was not annihilated, be-
cause the local peasants prescri~d
lighter punishment. In other words,
the pattern of the movement followed,
in a sense, the mass-line; and
contrary to what other parties say, in
Birbhum both among urban and rural
poor,. the CPI (ML) has successfully
established itself as the only party of
the poor. Nowhere else has the
CPI (ML) gained such tremendous
popular support and popular protec-
tion. As a matter of fact, in Bir-
bhum, more than anywhere else, the
party's action programmes were con-
siderably influenced by the likes and
dislikes of its supporters. This pos-
sibly explains the phenomenal growth
of party support, while the organisa-
tion is lagging far behind.

The Birbhum pa,rty's main weak-
ness stems from its second local fea-
ture-its underground organisation is
not as mature as it is elsewhere.
The activists are daring but not al-
ways tactful. The main reason for
this organisational immaturity lies in
its lack of combat experience and the

. relative ease with which the party
made headway in this district. In
other districts, there are different
shades of political agents of the Es-
tablishment who operate from among
the masses against CPI(ML) cadres.
,There are strong youth contingents of
different political parties, particularly
the CPM, operating against the CPI-
(ML) cadres, and over and above
the state police administration is more
alert about the left political elements
in general, and the Naxals in particu-
lar. In Birbhum, the CPI(ML) did
not feel these difficulties and as a re-
suIt the party's steeling has not been
adequate.

This may lead to danger in the face
of the military-police combing ope-
rations going On throughout the dis-
trict. One should not be surprised
if the present phase of retreat of the
district CPI (ML) ends in mass-scale
arrests of activists causing the move-
ment a temporary set back. the les-
sons are there, the CPI (ML) has to
grasp them and use them in future.



The Centre"s Obsession

R. P. MULLICK

SPEAKING in Parliament on
July 22 Mr K. C. Pant, Mi-

nister of State fOr Home Affairs,
shrugged off his responsibility for
conforming to the modalities of the
legal process while holding thousands
of young men in detention without
trial. He did not even think it worth-
while to assure the House that the
widespread complaints regarding pre-
planned beatings to death of prison-
ers in West Bengal jails would be
inquired into. Viewed' against the
tradition of such murders of prisoners·
in administrative custody, and the
admission by Calcutta's Police Com-
missioner (last year) of more than om;
such prisoner being killed that way.
the government's attitude amounts to
'abetting the acts.

Since March last year when Presi-
dent's rule was imposed on West Ben-
gal, till its re-imposition in July, th"
basic motive of the Central Govern-
ment has remained unaltered. The
ruling party's spokesmen in the big
business press had, in early 1970,
spoken with raucous frankness about
the government's intention to hold ths
CPI(M) "on probation", implying
inter alia that even the party enjoy-
ing the largest measure of popular
support could implement popular rule
in the State only on the Centre's suf-
ferance. Although the government
was professedly concerned about the
"maintenance of law and order",
making it a plea for President's rule,
the Home Minister had then conced-
ed his inability to. "give any rational
explanation" as to why the "fre-
quency" of disturbances and incidents
caused by Naxalites after the impo-
sition of such rule had gone up (dur-
ing interpellations in the Lok Sabha
in April 1970). Latera, govern-
ment spokesman said that it was
"studying the Naxalite problem in
depth", but apparently the study is
not yet over, or even if made, the
public would not be taken into con-
ifidence. However one Of its spokes-

men in the Rajya Sabha said at the
time that the CPI, CP(M) and CP
(ML) were all parts of one whole
with clandestine inter-relations.

Later the administration discover-
ed that these units were so fiercely
ill-disposed towards each other that
they could be played off one against
another to the ruling party's
advantage.
,The changes in the international
situation, however, have modified the
Congress (R)'s stance. Although
the ruling circles are still chary of
sharing power even with centre-of-
left parties like the CPI-the Prime
Minister said on the eve of the Par-
liamentary elections in February this
year that "the future of the counry
would be doomed if there was a coa-
lition Government at the Centre"-a
closer veering together of these two
parties is now discernible. The latest
developments in the equation of po-
wer politics of the three super-powers
over the Bangladesh issue have
forced the Government of India to
accept the USSR as sole 1l1entor in
international relations and to seek the
collaboration of political ele1!lents
within the country working under the
latter's inspiration. Naturally there-
fore the CPI thinks it is still the
friend, philosopher and guide of the
ruling party, modifying the latter's
steps in certain provinces (e.g. West
Bengal and Bihar). acting as a go-
between in political and foreign trade
spheres, and finally functioning as a
moderator of militant ultras within
the country. The present moves of
the CPI, divulging on the one hand
the atrOCities of the police on Naxa-
lites, e.g. in Punjab where the pro-
vincial administration was till recent-
ly in the hands of the Akali Party,

. their political antagonists, and plead-
ing with the Centre to take up an
"enlightened" attitude Of political be-
nevolence· towards the !!l0vement for
buying off or domesticating their chief
organisers, illustrate the revised po-
litical methodology of both. It shows
the dimensions of the Centre's obses-
sion with 'Naxalism'. But the target,
as ever, remains the continuance of

Central rule over West Bengal, wbah-
ever the cost.

Facts about hundreds of polttieal
workers being eliminated under a sys-
tematic, CentraIly directed plan
removing the bases of under-privi-
ledged peasant movements and of
trade-union struggles are well knowa.
Secret reports received by the Centre
from its intelligence organisation in
West Bengal dictate its actions. Ia
late September last year, when t,he.;
then Chief Secretary of the West Ben-
gal Government and the State intem.
gence chief were shuffling about bet-
ween Calcutta and New Delhi, the
number of CRP battalions posted was
10. In the middle of May this year
this number swelled to 15. Besides,
there are companies of the Border
Security Force and contingents from
Haryana Police and a few battalioDl
of Uttar Pradesh cops are possibly in:
position by now. The army hu
moved into eight districts out of six-
teen, and a. tightly patterned scheme
of ferreting out the "suspects" by
throwing three-ringed cordons around'
peaceful civil areas-an outer rins
manned by military personnel, mid-
dle ring by the CRP and the polieo
inducted from outside, and the inner
ring for house-te-house searches by
the provincial police including ita
2rmed and plain clothes sec·
tions-is being pursued. Results
achieved so far, however, have
increased the panic of the ruling cit.
cles. Knowledgeable circles in the
capital confirm that the proportion
activists among the arrested in recel'1f.
operations is negligible: that the treIlct
towards hostile confrontation between
the local populace and the police c0n-
ducting inner-ring operations is mart.
ed; that the ease with whiCh Naxalite
workers intermingle with the massei
is disturbing. As a result, and be-
cause of the fear of an impending
Inde-Pakistani conflict, this time on
a scale much greater than that of
1965, New Delhi's rulers are moro
prone than ever to see a conspiracy .
every corner. Their chief politicat
rival on the front of parliamentary
politics jn the State is the CP(M)~



*1. Julius Nyerere : Freedom and
Unity : A Selection from Writings
and Speeches 1952-65 (Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1967).

2. Julius Nyerere : Freedom and
Socialism : A Selection from Wri-
gings and Speeches 1965-67 (Oxford
University Press, 1969)

Romanticised View
This is obviously a romanticized

view of Africa's past. Nevertheless
one finds Nyerere making attempts
to revise his opinion in view of the
lessons he has learnt over the years.
Thus, by 1967, when the Arusha Dec-
laration came, he began to stress less

of view that the books under review'
render la great service. The first
two volumes reprodu~e Nyerere's im-
portant speeches and writings from
the early 1950s till the end of 1967,
covering a nu~ber of topics ranging
from the use of the Swahili language
to the building of UjaPma villages.
The other two give a collection of his
essa,ys on socialism.

The ifirst thing that striJ,c.esone is
that at no stage during_his political
career has Nyerere closed his eyes to
the immediate realities of the world
so as to cling to a pet theory of his
own. At the same time, while
applying his mind to the problem of
the day, he has not also lost sight of
the long-term goals. As a result
Nyerere is neither dogmatic nor-
what is more unique--unprincipled.
This combination of principled and
unorthodox reasoning is what makes
him indeed, an original thinker. Thus,
to give ·an illustration: when in 1962
Nyerere propounded his ideas on •
socialism (ujaama) he drew his mo-
del from what he considered to be

. the durable values of the extended
African family-system. As he wrote:
"In our traditional African society we
were individuals within a community.
We took care of the community
and the community took care
of us. We neither needed nor
wished to exploit OUr feIlowmen".J
Accordingly Afri~an traditions stand
against both capitalism and doctri-
naire socialism. .

"socialism" was a grand vision, a
romance to be consummated, in his
own words, "at the time of the tryst".
With Nyerere, on the other hand, the
building of socialism is a practical
proposition that requires harder la-
bour and greater sacrifice from the
Tanzanian leaders and people. In
the process, perhaps, new tensions
may grow and even Nyerere's leader-
ship may be challenged but, unlike
Trotsky and Nehru, Nyerere does not
seem to bother about his place in
history.

There is another difference. In his
personality and mental make-up
Nehru was Westernized and urbane
whereas, although Nyerere was train-
ed in a Western university, he still
thinks and acts like an African with
his roots ifirmly planted in the soil.
So far he has'nt had the occasion to
regret that he too feels like a stranger
in his own country I

However, in what way can we des-
cribe Nyerere as a philosopher? Is
he a starry-eyed visionary with an
Owenian flavour for socialism? Or,
is he simply an eclectic who picks up
ideas in the same way as a child col-
lects pebbles on a sea-beach? Or.
is he sincerely committed to reshaping
Tanzanian society according to recog-
nillable principles[? It is hard to
answer these questions. But the best
way to understand Nyerere's political
philosophy is to read his own writings
and speeches and it is from this point

men in plainclothes aided by their un-·
appo~ted hirelings from fringe ele-
ments of hiehard anti-socials, will
snuff out soon. If things were that
easy, what is the need for masked
threats, and fOr the continued depen-
dance on supra-legal methods, abridg-
ing individual freeom and civil
rights?

ANIRUDHA GUPTA

Understanding Nyerere's Philosophy

A Tanu leader once told me that
Nyer.ere's intellectual attain-

ments and bent of mind reminded him
of Nehru. In some ways he was
right. Like Nehru, Nyerere has a
bioad conception of history and an
lftstinctive understanding of the prob-
lems and challenges facing the coun-
tries of Asia and Africa. He too is

"internationalist" in so far as he
aws inspiration from, and sympa-

thises with, popular causes beyond
the frontiers of his own country. And

Nehru, again, he has a deep com-
)Jlitment to the past which is clear

m his writings. Indeed, Nyerere's
ments on the traditional values

Of African society read sometimes like
ebru's rambling thoughts on the

\1Ilbroken continuity of Indian culture.
But here, perhaps, the similarities
. Nyerere lacks that flare for the

ramatic which was Nehru's forte.
He is neither passionate nor emotional
n his public utterances. Indeed his
tyle is that of Ian intellectual with

tMs difference that, whereas the intel-
lectuals remain unintelligible for the

e of their profession, Nyerere is
auious to translate his ideas into the
everyday language' of the masses.

He has also the ran~ gift of looking
mto the minor details of a problem
which Nehru with his characteristic
• patience- often misinterpreted as
dynamism-might ha.ve swept aside

r others to follow and tackle. The
usUlt was often a mess. With Nehru

ho, the Central Minister of State
Home is smugly convinced, are

n their way out. But Mr Pant's
complacency in this respect is not
fluite matched by the veiled warning

had to issue to this very organisa-
·on which, as he appears to feel, his

"army~' of CRP personne~, plus pro-
vincial police, the Central intelligence



the importance of African traditions
and more the practical aspect of
socialist behaviour. "Socialism", as
he points out, "is not built by Govern-
ment decisions, .nor by Ac~ .of
Parliament. A country does not be-
come socialist by nationalizations or
grand designs on paper. It is more
difficult than that to build socialism,
and it atkes much longer".3

This too may become mere phrase-
mongering if the details of working
out a policy were left in the hands of
the bureaucrats or a fossilized Plann-
ing Commission which revels in tur-
ning out volumes in print in the name
of abolishing poverty. Instead,
Nyerere is conscious of the fact that
socialist goals can be pursued only
by a new type of leadership. The
operational section of the Arusha
Declaration thus lays down that no
leader in the party 9r government
should (i) hold shares in a company;
(ii) hold directorship in any priva-
tely-owned enterprise; (iii) enjoy
more than one source of income or
(iv) own houses rented to others.
Not only are these rules strictly follo-
wed, it has also been Tanu's consis-
tent policy to prevent the growth of
"new privileged groups" in society.
And it is here that Nyerere's political
style differs radically from Nkrumah's.
For the latter, it was enough to make
a "dawn broadcast" ,against corrup-
tion and nepotism in high places and
then forget all 'clbout it. As a result
the leaders continued amassing
wealth as the masses grew more res:-
tive and angry. Finally the army
intervened.

Any broad conceptualization of
socililift goals must also take' into
'account the hard realities of every-
day life. It is here that Nyerere's
mind is most creative. He raises
issues which appear simple but have
an immediate bearing on the life of
the common man. For instance, he
asks, should African patients be trea-
ted by non-citizen doctors ? He ans-
wers in the affirmative, that is so

3. Julius Nyerere : Ujaama : Essays
on Socialism (Oxford University
Press, 1970) \
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long as a sufficient number of Afri-
can doctors are not trained. What
about taking aid from foreign. coun-
tries? Should it not interfere with
Tanzania's policy of self-reliance?
Nyerere asserts : " .. .if we get outside
assistance to carry out purposes deci-
ded by us, then we shall welcome that
decision. Thus we welcome the
Chinese decision·to help with the
Tanzam Railway. Thus we shall
welcome 'an American decision to
help build oUr road from Dar-es-
Salaam to Tunduma".

Similarly Nyerere's observations on
"Education for self-reliance" are as
relevant to Us as they are to his own
people. The basic issue involved is
whether a post-colonial society can
afford to continue with a system of
education which produces false
values, imitative culture and a class
of parasites. Unless education is in-
tegrally reJ.*ed to Ithe immediate
needs and requirements of society,
any expenditure on education will be
sheer waste. Nyerere, therefore,
proposes that schools and colleges
should become a part of the commu-
nal life of the villages; they should im•

part such training as would help pro-
duction and they must prepare stu-
dents "for life and service in the ru-
ral areas of the country".

Since the bulk of Tanzanian people
live in the villages, the immediate
task before the leadership is to re-
organize· rural communities on socia-
list lines and provide them aid and
guidance to help increase their pro-
ductive capacity. "In our socialism",
Nyerere says, "this means that the
emphasis Of our development will be
in, the rural sector, and particularly in
agriculture. Further, it illleans thaL
we shall modernize within OUr re-
sources". But "modernization" does
not mean borrowed tractors, foreign
experts and still more socio-
logical surveys: "we have to
modernize by' utilizing to the
full the tools which are within
our capacity to buy and to make ...
The oxen-plough, the oxen-catt, the
use of the donkeys which now eat
our grass without working-all these
can make a tremendous improvement

in Our output and therefore in tbe
lives of our people". 4

On this basis should be organisect
the U;aama v,illages where the laacl
and the crops will be owned aA4
shared by the whole community.
the members of the community will be
equal in status and any variations
income will reflect only differences
in the amount of work done. They
will be governing their own villa~
affairs and be able to discuss together
national issues as citizens of Tanzania;
What about the "capitalist farmers"
who have already invested in land a
have profited from it by engaging
hired labour? Nyerere is lfirm that
this trend towards class division
should be stopped and the "capital'
farmers" should be integrated into
the new socialist agriculture.

Pitfalls
There are, nevertheless, many other

problems and pitfalls. Tanzania's.
earlier experience with the coopera .•
tive movement has been rather dis.•

4. Julius Nyerere : Nyerere
cialism (Oxford University
1969).
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appointing. The introduction of
compulsory national service provoked

Dear-riot among the students of
Dar-es-Salaam University. Further,
would it be easy to build the Ujaama
Yillages "where the people cooperate
together for joint enterprises"? Co-
C)pCrationwithin a group is not diffi-
cult but can groups with different
backgrounds and interests work to-
gether for the benefit o~ all? Finally,
since Tanzania has not yet become a
socialist society and since certain
rights and privileges are conferred on
the party and the bureaucracy, is it
improbable that new tensions and
rifts would grow at different levels of
society? Would not some chafe at
the restrictions imposed on them by
the Arusha Declaration? Already,
as the trial of some Tanu leaders has
fllown, not all sections of the party
aDd the government are happy with
Nyerere's philosophy.

It is not that Nyerere is unaware of
these shortcomings.

In fact he constantly points out the
hard time that lies ahead. However,
there are some strains in his thinking
which may not always appear com-
plementary. Thu~, his anxiety to
prove that socialism is not against
any religious faith, especially Chris-
tiaDity, is somewhat. misplaced. Re-
ligion as a personal faith is certainly
liarmless but when it takes an orga-
nized shape and frames its own laws
and institutions it may as well create
new interests and tensions in society..
Besides the Gandhian theory that the
'ch and more fortunate ones can act

"trustees" in the general interest
of the community is, to say the least,
unrealistic. In India it has helped in
devising only new methods of
exploitation.

Nyerere also opposes Fanon's
theory that violence can be "self-
p\Jrifying". "Violence", as he re-
marks, "cannot be welcomed by those
who care ·about the people". Per-
haps Tanzania's relatively peaceful
transition to independence 'clod its
limited experience with violence may
have influenced Nyerere's mind. This
helps him to believe that the peace-
{ul democratic path is most suitable

for Tanzania's economic and political
development. This is what he tries
to explain in his directive to the presi-
dential commission of enquiry into
one-party democracy. To avoid both
the divisive aspect of Western demo-
cracy and the rigidity of a one party-
state, the commission recommended a
novel method of election in which
rival candidates of the Tanu party
contested all the 105 seats of the
Nativnal A"sembly. Popular partici-
pation and the defeat of several in-
fluential ministers in the elections
showed that ,the democratic element
had been largely preserved by Tanu's
one-party system.

However, the system has yet to go
a long way to prove its viability. Far
.too many radical leaderships in Africa
have been replaced by military juntas
to make us over-optimistic about
Tanzania's future. However, so long
as Nyerere is at the helm of affairs
one can only hope for the success of
his unique experiment.

Abortive Comedy

MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY

COMEDY in the conventional
Bengali films is a tortuous affair

and Dhanni Meye is no exception.
Uttamkumar, a soccer-crazy business
magnate, sends his team to ptay in .::
village football tournament under the
captaincy of his brother who wins
the ma.tch and the heart of Manasa,
a wayward girl. A forced marriage
and heart-rending phases of separatioIl
follow because the elder brother re-
fuses to admit Manasa into the fa-
mily. It requires another bout of
soccer and the subsequent victory to
blunt the arrogance of Uttamkumar
who ultimately accepts the union of
two hearts. As usual, the co-
medy is based mostly on gros5.
and banal dialogues and no',
on funny situations and dur··
ing the second half the unnecessary
interpolation of the domestic melo-
drama. disturbs the comic pattern.
Jaya Bhaduri is fairly delectable in

her tomboyish pranks but in the por:-
trayal of subtle emotions, she is a
failure. Uttamkumar tries to build a
different image of himself, but the
role is a considerable strain on his
slender resources. The other artistes,
however, appear as a bunch of fugiti-
ves from bedlam, living up to the
common tradition of comic acting in
our films.

Hrishikesh Mukherjee's Buddha
Mil Gaya has Om Prakash as the
mysterious, 'generous and rumbustious
old man who creates havoc in the
quiet lives of two boys and a girl.
The boys are looking for jobs, often
punctuating their cruel routine by ro·
mantic interludes. Om Prakash's ap-
peaJ:lalncebrings crime and violence
in its wake and the faint beginnings
of genuine humour are lost in the
vicious web of a tiring _~onshow.

Clippings

Mao On Concessions
The Chinese public were told in-

duecdy at the beginning of this month
that a period of long and hard llego-
,tiation was to begin with an old
adversary-now designated as the
United States. In Ithe iflax:tories,
people's communes and even primary
schools, they have carefully studied
the long editorial published on July
I-the fifti~th anniversary Of the

Chinese Communist Party. This edi-
torial clearly indicates that President
Nixon's journey to Peking, while
opening new perspectives for world
detente, will be marked by tortuous
and difficult negotiations.

.. JThe editorial was written in the
past tense because it referred to rela-
tions between the COlwounist Party
and the Kuomintang during and after
the war against Japan. But all ob-
servers noted that these historic re.-
collections were destined to serve as
lessons for the present and the future.
... Observers believe that the Chinese,
who are experts in "great diplomatic
activities", are unlikely to sacrifice
their basic principles to attain tbeir
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objectives, particularly the evacua-
tion of Formosa by American troops,
the total withdrawal of American
forces from Indo-China', and recogni-
tion of their right to represent all of
China in the United Nations.

.But the Chinese are also experts in
"long marches", and the editorial
particularly emphasizes that the
"Chinese path" is tortuous and long,
and gives a warning against "some
people afflicted with impetuosity" who
want to solve all problems overnight.

Some sections of the editorial
are quotations from an article written
by Chairman Mao Tsetung in October,
1945, concerning the "Chungking

negotiations" between General Chiang
Kai-shek and himself.

Informed sources say that Chinese
officials have been advised to read
Chairman Mao's article carefully. It
takes on particular significance in the
light of present developments in
Chinese-American relations.

The Kuomintang. "which always
refused to recognize the equal status
of the Communist Party; is now obli-
ged to do so. Since they want to be
realists, we shan be realists' too", he
wrote.

He said that concessions were
necessary, for "as long as we respect
the principle of never harming the
fundamental interests of the people
certain concessions are permitted to
obtain in exchange for peace and de-
mocracy, of which the people as a
whole have need".
. And he added : "The capitalist and

communist countries will finany reach
a compromise on a great number of
international questions, because com-
promise will be advantageous."
(Jean Leclerc du Sablon, Agence
France Presse). -

Hanoi's Doubts

... The leading Hanoi newspaper
the Nhan Dan. in a long leading article
(July 19) attacks President Nixon for
"dividing the socialist countries, win-
ning over one section and pitting it
against another". The article accuses
the President of embarking on a. stra-
tegy designed to "carry out a counter-
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revolutionary peaceful evolution in
the socialist countries".

fIhis accusition is particularly sig-
nificant because one of the main alle-
gations against Liu Shao-Chi, the
deposed Chinese head of state, was
that he believed in "peaceful eyolu-
tion". This theory was condemned
by Peking a·s a betrayal of Chairman
Mao Tse-Tung's theories of class war.

In a veiled warning to the Chinese
that the North Vietnamese wiJI settle
the war with the United States on
their own terms, the article says that
small nations have proved their ability
to defeat big powers.

The article also implies that Mr
,Nixon is trying to make a deal with,
Peking to settle the Indo-Chinese war
in the hope that the Chinese wilI be
powerful enough to impose the deal
on Hanoi even if its conditions are
unfavourable to North Vietnam.

The Nhan Dan writes: "Nixon's
policy alslO cortsists of trying to
achieve a compromise between the.
big powers in an attempt to make
smaller countries bow to their
arrangements."

Hanoi apparently realizes that
China is now more concerned-as the
Chinese press .and radio clearly re-
veal-with the possibility of a Japa-
nese military threat which could use
Formosa and South Korea as spring-
boards. ;This shift in China's strate-
gic thinking has made Indo-China
much less important to Peking parti-
cularly with the steady rundown of
American troops in Vietnam.
(Leo Goodstadt in ']Ike Times,

London).

"Great Victories"

Ia th•• last r"w mor,ths the internal
strength and unity of the Chinese
people and the Marxist-Leninist line
of the leadership in, foreign affairs
have resulted in a series of diplomatic
victories which have left U.S. impe-
rialism's policy of isolating and con-
taining China in ruins and thrown the
Soviet revisionists into a state of panic.

With their thorough understanding
of the cOI1tradictions within the im-
perialist camp, between the imperia-

list powers and their client s
between the military forces of im
rialism and the worldwide anti-im
ria.Jist liberation, movement and
ween the ruling class and the
ing class inside each capitalist coon
the Chinese have kept the force
reaction and oppression divided
off balance, thus making a major
tribution to confirming the main tr
today as world revolution ratber
world war.

The trickle of countries prepared
defy the US embargo on relati
with China and accord fun rec
tion to the People's Republic of GhiU
has become ,a, flood-from the US'
own closest neighbour to the nor
Canada, to Italy and tiny San Marin
in Europe, including Cameroon
even that erstwbile linch-pin of Bri .
oil imperialism in the Middle Ea
Kuwait. Negotiations are far adv
ccd with other countries. AIl
has made greater nonsense than e
of the exclusion of the People's R
public of China from its rightful pIa
as a permanent memher of the
Security Council. This is not Ch'
problem. The Chinese know
too welJ the reactionary role the
has played under the domination
the US and, more recently, the U
It is a problem for the US who
this instrument of their imperi
interests losing any credibility as
world organisation.

rrhese diplomatic victories,
on correct relations between sta
having different social systems, h
nothing in common with the So •
distortion of "peaceful co-existence-"
The Soviet revisionists bought
way into collaboration with the
by ceasing to support and actu
condemning anti-imperialist m
ments and by urging the "parliame
tary road" which is no road at
on the potentially revolutionary war
ing classes in imperialist countri
The present nuclear limitation t
between the two major imperi •
powers, the DS and the USSR, are
continuation of the policy of .
to keep these weapons to themselv
to enforce by nuclear blackmail t
world hegemony. But as Lin
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which wa counterposed to the line
of class-enemy annihilation to seize
political power advocated by th('
CPI(ML).

The Nagi Reddy line is of ~ defen-
sive nature, legal in form, economic
in its immediate and political in its
"ultimate aims. The CPI(ML)
line is offensive in nature, illegal in
form, political in the immediate, for
ultimate economic salvation.

More than two years have elapsed
since these two lines distinctly emer-
ged. Each line had its share of
successes and setbacks in their imple-
mentMion and have yielded enough
results for everyone to judge.

While the CPI (ML) proclaimed
seizure of political power in Srikaku-
lam, Debra-Gopiballavapur and else-
where and announced the formation
of the People's Liberation Army and
even while the neo-colonial State had
to admit it, burn down whole villages
and regroup the ~ople into strategic
hamlets, Messers Nagi Reddy & Co.
have been proclaiming from house-
tops that liberated areas cannot be
formed till a new stage emerges
wherein all the armed forces of the
State would be pinned by mass resis-
tance across the whole country

Their line was put to trial in
Anantapur, Kurnool, 'West and East
Godavari and Nalg~mda districts.
Government waste land was occupied
in all these districts during April-
November 1%9. Preparations for
armed resistance had not even been
contemplated and where they were,
in East Godavari Agency, the result
was a miserable failure. All the or-
ganisers are now in jail, while people
in about 175 tresspass cases have been
going in for ar15itration by bourgeois
courts.

This line of land-grab, emulated
later by the reVISIonists and other
parties on a countrywide scale as a
check to the growing consciousness of
the people, was subjected to withering
criticism by their own provincial com-
mittee, which ultimately led to disci-
plinary action against its Secretariat
member, C. Pulla Reddy.

Since the illifamed 'Immediate
Programme' was adopted not a single

, .... ,. - ~-- .

V
What To Do?

Letters

I am astounded to find in the pages
of your journal fantastic claims regar-
ding the success of Nagi Reddy's
politics. The claims made by C.
Chandresekhara Rao, in his Andhra
Report 'What to do' (June, 12), are
blatant lies, spread only to confuse
the revolutionary people and cadres
led by the CPI(ML).

The line advocated in the 'now
famous' 'Immediate Programme' was:
Intensify mass movements on mass
'ssues which naturally would be sub-
jected to the onslaught of the forces
of repression. At the height of such
a movement arm the masses for mass
resistances.

Armed resistance in defence of
maSs movement-such is the line

der, Mao Tsetung, is at the disposal
of the workers and peasants of those
countries when they organise themsel-
ves, self-reliantly, to throw off the
yoke Of local oppression and defeat
the attempts of imperialist powers to
come to the defence of their landlorJ
and comprador class enemies. They
may be sure that the Chinese people
will be with them in their struggle-
whatever that close comradeship-in-
arms may entail.

Some ultra-leftists, who do not
understand the Marxist-Leninist dia-
lectics of combining correct state re-
lations between countries having diffe-
rent social systems with full support
for the revolutionary movement of the
world proletariat, ha,ve seen China's
diplomatic victories against the main
enewy of the revolutionary peoples,
US imperialism, .as compromises with
the class enemy. They have no un-
derstanding of contradictions. They
had better remember what Lenin said
to that arch ultra-leftist, Trotsky, at
the time of the Brest-Litovsk
negotiations.
(The Worker, organ of the Commu-
nist Party of Britain-Marxist-Leninist,
June 1971).

pointed out: If there are areas
-collusion between them, there are

radictions too-which the Chinese
w how to exploit.

ina has never made the slightest
ssion on diplomatic grounds in

'Marxist-Leninist policy of sup-
• g liberation struggles in the co-

'al and semi-colonial countries, as
ulated by Mao Tsetung in his
to the people of the world:

ite and defeat the US aggressors
all their running dogsl" Le Duan,
t Secretary of the Vietnam
rkers' Party, said on his recent
t to China: "The battlefield in
Vietnam is not just a battlefield

Vietnam and the battlefield in Indo-
a is not just a battlefield of Indo-
a because we have your lllighty
Ie as our backing and your vast
as our great rear area". These

the feelings of all peoples who
e taken up arms to liberate them-

S from imperialist exploitation.
or has China ever failed to dis-
ish correctly between reactionary

perialist governments and the wor-
g people in those same countries.
the very time that the Chinese in-
ted that they were willing, as
ys, to enter into discussions with
on based on absolute equality,

did not hesitate to welcome the
ty upsurge of the American

pIe against the vicious policies
their government .and to characte-

Nixon's actions as fascist. And
n Nixon tried to exploit Chinese

endliness to some visiting US chi-
by dusting off his old, discredited

o-Chinas policy, he was quickly
what he could do with it.

China supports all genuine anti-
erialist struggles but China also
res firmly to the Marxist-Leninist

. ciple that revolutions cannot be
rted. China does not interfere

the internal affairs of those coun-
which have detached themselves

m imperialist domination to the
nt of entering into corre<:.tstate
dons with the Chinese People's
ublic, however reactionary their

'mes may be internally. But the
revolutionary experience of the
ese people under their great lea-



mass movement has been launched.
All forms of Girijan exploitation con-.
tinue. Forest, revenue and police
officials, besides landlords, money-
lenders and contractors, continue
their exploitation unhampered.

In 1970 March the PC represerrt:l-
tive guiding the Mulug Area Com-
mittee entered into electoral alliance
with certain landlord groups to op-
pose the rest, while the campaign for
boycott was conducted by the squads
as a face-saving tactic.

While the report boasts of "village
committees", of whole areas coming
"under control of revolutionaries" and
says that "for all practical purposes
civil rule is absent", in reality there
was not even a party unit
in the villages. Not only that,
village panchayats are running
smoothly a/nd the age-old feudal
practices of village elders (patels) and
caste traditions are strictly observed.
The so-called "movement" has no in-
fluence over the thinking, habits and
social set-up of the people in the
area.

The army units, called in in March
1971, were deployed "to ensure peace-
ful polling" and left after their speci-
fic job was 'finished. The only in-
cident reported during the period of
army presence is one in which 3 arm-
ed reserve (dt.) constables accom-
panied by a DSP chased a squad.

In the liquidation programme, the
people were never mobilised to con-
vene people's courts to pass judg-
ments. Even revolutionary peasant
committees have not been formed to
guarantee that justice is meted out.
Well-known landlords and traitor:;
move about in the whole area while
'revolutionary squads' seek shelter in
hillocks and deep jungles.

For recruitment from among the
local population the main source is'
deserters and vagabonds, in tne ab-
sence of party and peasant organisa-
tions in the villages. This explains
the dominance of the roving rebel
ideology among the squad commit-
tees. Any guerilla squads or organi-
sation at the initial stages of its emer-
gence is likely to be swayed by such
a harmful bourgeois ideology but the
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point is that it is the dominant ideo-
logy holding sway in their
committees.

;J'he existence Of these armed
squads does not pose any danger to
the exercise of political power' by the
landlord class. Taking into cog"ni-
lance the support extended by these
'revolutionaries' to certain sections of
landlords, the Government has de-
ployed only such force and is employ-
ing only such methods as would en-
able its men to train themselves in
jungle warfare, then send them to
wipe out Naxalites i.e., the CPI-
(ML).

Mr Chandrasekhara Rao says that
hundreds of Girijans occupying the
lands were imprisoned. Not a single
Girijan was imprisoned on this pre-
text in this area, for such instances of
occupation were lacking. In the
course Of these two years, around
200 people belonging to the struggle
area· were imprisoned at any time on
false charges of having been appre-
hended during encounters. Most of
them were either acquitted Or re-
leased on un\:onditional bail and pre-
sently no more than 40 people are
in different jails at Warangal, Gotha,
guden, Yellendu, Khammam and Ka-
rimnagar. Coatrast this with the
more than 800 Girijans in Visakha-
patnam and Rajahmundry jails for
over two years and thousands of
them regrouped into strategic ham-
lets in Srikakulam district.

T. CHINNI
Visakhapatnam

Birbhum
It should be kept in Q1ind that one

annihilation with the support of the
people o'f the locality is worth many
more without the same, so far ,as th~ -
contribution of the annihilation to
the cause of revolution is con-
cerned. I am afraid, YOur re-
porter is certainly at pains to note
(June 26) "in these cares (murders
of two big landowners) it was the
Santals who had joined the procession

who gave the v~rdict, not the
people." I admit that revolu
knows no racial barrier, no ba .
of locality. But at the same timf
should be observed that at the i .
stage of the revolution, these b
should be, to some extent, ad
for tactical reasons. A thorough
dergtanding of the public senti
would help the revolutionaries
tackle such difficulties.

BILASH BHUY.
Jorhat, As

Too Late To Lament
I fully appreciate your appreh

sion that army take-over is round
corner in West Bengal. But who
responsible for this development
There was a time when a single
der committed by the police
cause a statewide conflagration
suIting in the fall of a ministry (e.
the death of Nurul Islam in Z.
Parganas in the food movement
1966) . But toctay a dozen killings
day leave people unmoved. The
son for this change in the public a
tude lies in the fact that for the
six years our sensitivity to the bo
of death has been eroded by inte~
ed parties. How can one expect
common people, not trained in
phisticated political doctrines, to
criminate between "a successful
nihilation programme" and "a fasc·
killing"? For them the two sets
killings are but two aspects of a s·
gle perversity-namely, total disr
gard for human life. Now ev
party-not excluding the polic
claim to have a cause for killing.
anybody challenging this claim is
once penalised either as 'an ultra'
'a reactionary'. But to one about
get killed, does it really matter w
is going to be his killer, a Rama; or
Ravana? To my thinking, it is hi
time for journalists to give up t •
duplicity-gloating over certain kiP
lings in Birbhum on one page
lamenting, over - certain others on
next.



Naxal Land
Mr Arun Kumar Sen's letter (July

7) proves his political identity-
ne but the neo-revisionists of the

PI (M) talks of a link between the
axalites and the ruling Congress
arty. I l.ive at Chanditala, Jadavpur

P.S'1 which is a stronghold of the
axalites and I am at one with Mr

S. Roy. I support the CPI(ML)
beartily and I know very well that
most of the people from Tollygunge
tram depot to Kundghat sympathise
with the CPI(ML) not out of fear

ut out of love and respect. The
Naxalites have actually mobilised the
common poor people and rely entire-
lyon them. The annihilation of
lass enemies and anti-people pplice-

men get their moral suPtport. The
PI(ML) has been able to stop gam-
ing among the poor rickshawpullers

4lt1d kindred folk. Rampant drinking
., also going to be tackled.

NARENDRA CHAKRABARTI
Chanditala, Tollygungc

Nomadic Left
The advantage of being a commu--

ist is that you can toe either the
qssian line or the Chinese, and be

afe. A third brand not only main-
ains an equi-distance from either

but also is critical of both the varieties
~f communism, and calls itself true
communist. Is it possible to become

communist without international·
link and internationalism? The

swer is negative. The idea- of a
tionalistic communism is beyond
e comprehension of any sensible

:man. National communism is noth-
ing but fascism in disguise. But
1here are certairi people who, utterly
confused by the stand taken by the
'nternational communist movement
~verywhere but in heart aspiring to
"be leftists in the true sense of the

m, roam hither and thither in
arch Of ~ port where shelter makes

ense for them. Theslf people, call
them the nomadic left, are yet dis-
organised, but they mean business ..
I think Fron~ier will be able to unite

and organise them under the banner-
'Nomadic Left of the world unite;

ANooPAM MAZUMDER
,Agartala

Role Of CPI(ML).
Sumanta Banerjee is successful in

giving a correct political assessment·
in his 'The Two Bengals'. He puts
forth the real policies of the three
so-called Communist parties of India.
He correctly says that the CPI(ML)
is following a terrorist line of action.
But at the end he declares that the
CPI(ML) has been successful in re-
ducing parliamentary democracy to a
farce and rendering it unworkable,
bringing the repryssive machinery
to the forefront and in the gradual
de-democratization of the system in
West Bengal. Of course the CPI-
(ML) has brought the repressive
machinery to the forefront, but it has
failed to show the people the real
face of parliamentary-the peo-
ple in West Bengal did not boycott
the last elections even at a single
place. On the other hand, because
of a lot of state repression,
the communist movement has
been sabotaged. There was no
participation of the people in general
and there was no mass movement,
peaceful or militant, sponsored by the
CPI(ML). Mr Sumanta Banerjee
himself admits that the "CPI (M) is
in command of a relatively well or-
ganised mass movement." Therefore
we may conclude that the CPI(ML)
will not be able to create a situation
in which the common folk will fight
resolutely for socialism. And this is
the inevitable outcome of a terrorist
movement.

No doubt the CPI(ML) advocates
people's war and a protracted strug-
gle, but to say something and to ap-
ply that concretely in concrete condi-
tions is another thing.

PARMINDER SINGH
Lamhi

Vidyasagar
Benoy Ghose -in his article 'Vidya-

sagar: "Fate of A Liberal" (July .3)

has evidently given an account of his
good home-work. But a post-mor-
tem on Vidyasagar from the Marxist
angle of class contradiction is an un-
kind cut to that great personality.
Mr Ghose has perhaps ventured to
build up ,an imaginary enemy in
Vidyasagar, trying to point out that
he was for spreading education only
among the higher c,astes while deny-
ing the same to the lower castes.
But once Vidyasagar wrote to the
Government of Bengal: "To educate
a whole people is certainly :desirable
but' this is a task which it is doubtful.
whether any Government can under-
take Or fulfill". It is clear that he
favoured the idea of educating the
masses, but doubted the feasibility of
the programme at that critical junc-
ture when his bold stand On widow
remarriage rebounded on him. So
in the later years of his life he was
cautious against any mOve that might
lmil~tate ~gra~nst (the 'SeI1ltiimen~of
SOCIetyas, in that case the spread of
education itself would have been
completely jeopardised. He com-
promised, surely not unwittingly.

DEEPAK BANERJEE
Agarpara

Vidyasagar's fate has been linked
with his failure t6 comprehend the
depth and dimension of the social rea-
lity of his time. Fortunately for us.
this ignorance helped him to steer
clear Of the "flabby liberalism" of the
English-educated Bengali liberals of
the 19th century lih Rajnarain Bose,
Keshab Sen and others and ena-
bled him to embark on educational
and social reforms regardless of con-
sequences and this makes all the diffe-
rence between a reformist and a re-
voluti.Qpary. Before concluding I can-
not help saying "Vidyasagar, thou
shouldst be living at this hour. West
Bengal hath need of thee"" and in
saying so lam sure I voice the agoni-
sed feelings of millions of people.

SOMNATII BUATTACHARYYA
Santragachi, Howarh
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~uldn't youfirst
like to give this child t.-

all the care she needs ,

Until you want another dlild,use-

NIRODH~~
Q.

the rubber contraceptive millions choose oj
"I,d bv·: •• ".;al __ ba.ts. ChemiN and Ekugglsl8.
Pr."lal •• ..., •• , 1'.., .ltops, Etc.
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LIfe-giving milk. Nourishing food. The clothes, the toys, the books ... the little things you want
to make sure she gets. But If another child should come along too soon, this may not be
.asy. Wo.uldn't you prefer to avoid this?
Millions of couples all over the world are doing Just that. They put off having .another child till
they are ready for It. You too can do this with NIRODH. It's the world's most popular rubber
contraceptive for men. Remember, NIRODH is the safest, simplest method of family planning
and has been used successfully for generations. So why don't you too use NIRODH. .
Avallabl •• verywh •••• at onl~ 15 pals. for I b.e ••••• It I. subsldl.ed b~ the Governm.nt.,...

Before you have another child-
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