
IN the eyes of the Indian elite at least the visit of Mr Andrei Gromyko
to New Delhi has turned out to be as drama-tic as that of Kissinger

to Peking, though the treaty of peace and friendship is not the result of a
dramatic revers-al of policy: the principal supplier of arms to this country,
the patron of steel and many other projects, and the force, along with the
USA, behind our foreign policy stances is not <II hostile power seeking
unexpected accommodation with New Delhi. What has happened is that
we-and not the Russians-have openly bartered our freedom of aotion in
our relations with China.

The immature will be taken in by the recent anti-American overtones
coming out from New Delhi. Some Bangladesh leaders are also crowing
that the latest development is positive proof that the Awami League is
not enamoured of the Americans. But the fact remains that though there
are areas in which the Russians and Americans are in apparent discord, the
field of coIlaboration is much wider. There is not the slightest possibility
of an armed conflict breaking out between the USA and the Soviet Union.
But there' are reasons for not being so optimistic about Sino-Russian
relations : ,the largest single striking force in the world today has been
concentrated by Russia' along her borders with China-some forty divisions,
nuclea'r missiles and all that. IThere are border disputes between RUSSia
and China, as there are between India and China. Both Russia and India
can now a·fford to magnify a border incident of their OWncreation as an
act of aggression, leading to close consultations and effective measures to
remove the 'threat'. The main objection to the treaty is that it gives official
seal to the involvement-perhaps calculated and willing involvement-in
the adventures of each other. It is not directed against the USA-or the
World Bank.

The elite may think of Peking--Of the real, long-term aim of tbe
treaty. But large numbers of people througbout the country will take it
as a counter-blast to Islamabad: the Kremlin has decided to diifch Pakistan
if she continues to misbehave. An immediate result of the treaty will
perhaps be that the Indian armed forces will step up their aid to the
Mukti Bahini and their own camouflaged participation, while recognition

<" of the Bangladesh Government will be deferred, in the hQpe that Yahya
Khan and his generals wiIl listen to reason and come to terms with the
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Bloodbath In Jails

Sato's Dilemma

AUGUST 14, 1971

sible, both outside and insid, jails,
has a strong foundation. Let Us re-
peat that this liquidation plan has the
wholehearted approval and sanction
of the Union Government which rules
West Bengal now and that the Union
Ministry responsible is headed by Mrs
Gandhi. The atmosphere in which
the authorities can get away with any-
thing has been built up by the social-
democratic parties which will stoop
to anything for getting a share of
power in the State. These people are
nOw confabulating, in order to res-
tore what they caIl la,w and order,
with the perpetrators of brutalities of "'"
a kind not known in this country I in
living memory. They have promised
full support to the same authorities
in their measures to help the 'freedom
fighters' of Esst BengalI If the si-
tuation vis-a-vis Pakistan worsens
further and there is overt confronta-
tion all these social democrats will
cry themselves hoarse that the coun-
try is in danger and collaborate to
put down their opponents, hand in
hand with the righteous lady. She
has proved herself to be a snake-
charmer SOfar as the mighty CPM is
concerned-call it 'anti-national', hint
at a ban, and the hissing becomes
inaudible. Her charm is so great that
the foreign correspondents who have
been so fervent in their accounts of
the genocide in East Bengal have so
far uttered not a word about the
mini-genocide in West Bengal and
elsewhere. Indira Gandhi is indeed <t

the darling of the Western and the
East European press.

The necessity of keeping the Kissinger
missiOn a secret and the delays in
transmitting the message to Tokyo
far mechanical ressons could no~
save Sa-to from domestic embarrass-
ment. He must be relieved that for
some time he will not have to face
the Diet (Parliament) whose closing
session was rough on him. Suddenly
Japanese foreign policy-merely an
extension Of American policy in Asia

The assertion that the authorities
have drawn up a plan to liquidate as
many hard-boiled Maoists as pos-

who, very SUSpICIOUSafter the
Kissinger trip and rather nervous
about what is hsppcning in the
Middle East despite massive military
and economic aid, is eager to offer
engagement rings all around. Several
countries in South and South-East
Asia have come to realise that
Washington is rather tired and listless
as a result of many adventures. The
Russians would be most happy to
welcome them in their harem. The
Russians would be willing to help
them out of their internal crises too,
if need be. Think of Ceylon.

burrasahibs continue to concern them-
selves with how ,to plug the loop-
holes, not with the wanton killing.
Quite a large number of young pri-
soners, forced to live in sub-human
conditions fOr undefined periods, be-
come desperate and try to break
away. At times they succeed, at a
heavy price. Since they are not
given newspapers to read they do not
know how similar attempts have
fared elsewhere, how they are some-
times walking into a trap laid by
'friendly' warders. Also, reports so-
metimes percolate to them that plans
are ready to finish them off. So they
decide to make a desperate attempt.

Nixon's announcement 'that he
intended to visit Peking could only
be accepted with ill grace by the Ja-
panese Premier, Mr Eisaku Sato, who
had served faithfully the U.S. inter-
~sts in Asia. He was naturally star-
tled to know that "Nixon could do a
thing like this" without prior consul-
tation with him ; he was informed
about the projected trip only a few
minutei before the world wu told.

2

There have been some miscalcula·
tions somewhere. It is almost a sure
but that in the near future there will
be two Pakistans and the people in
East Bengal will be in the camp
of India, i.e. of the Soviet Union, and,
after the initial anger with Washingto~
is over, of the USA.

The Russian gesture to In-
dia is that of a strong man

Awami League. But with the trial
of Mujib already on, the paranoiac
generals may be mOlltunwilling to eat
tIleir words.

Three editors of an underground
publicatioIlr---Oz-, arrested by the
British police on charges of obscenity,
were ordered to cut their hair short
in jail. This led to sort of an up-
roar and the Home Secretary promis-
ed to make an enquiry. The jail
order was described as monstrous
'Violation of ind,ividual liberty by
many. .

It is true that the British had ne-
ver been fair to prisoners in their
colonies. Their record has been
cruel. But their successors in the
Indian Empire have been setting pre-
cedents that would make the British
feel that, by comparison, they were
damned virtuous.

Here and now, it is not a matter
of asking undertrial prisoners to cut
their hair short. It is shooting them
dead, it is beating them to pulp.
Skulls and pieces of brain are sent
ftying and the sight is so gruesome
that often hardened jail doctors faint.
On one occasion it is claimed that
the police did not fire, the prisoners
were beaten to death. On another,
that they were shot, not beaten to
death. What difference dOes it make
to the victims, except that being
beaten to death is much mOre painful
and ghastly) There is no judicial
enquiry and hardly any official word of
condemnation of the brutality of the
warders and the men who guide them.
Newspaper editors and the Lalbazar



Protocol And Profit

-has lost its raison d'etre because of
the U.S. abandonement of the ludi-
crous auempt to keep China in the
diplomatic cold. Under attack both
from the Opposition and a section of
his own partymen, Sato's defence of
bis country's foreign policy lacked
credibility, for the postwar policy co-
ordination between Washington and
Tokyo over Chinese membership in
the United Nations had lost all mean-
ing. When President Nixon decided
that the regime of Chiang Kai-shek
was expendable, or at least negoti-
able, tbe pro-Peking section of the
Liberal Democratic Party and power-
ful business interests tried to impress
on Sato that the "anti-Peking, pro-
Taiwan" stance which might have
made sense in the cold war days was
totally irrelevant in the present-day
politics. Japanese businessmen have
always refrained from making public
their views on political issues unless
they have clear-cut economic implica-
tions. In the present case they fear
that one day the USA will become
Japan's strongest trade rival in China.
It is not, however, expected that the
proposed Peking summit will imme-
diately open up direct trade between
America and China or that Japan's
$1,000 million trade with China will
be affected in the short run. But the
Japanese business community feels
that its investment of some $70 mil-
lion in 'Taiwan has not been entirely
due to economic considerations and
it is time to cultivate a market of
800 million potential consumers. It
is unlikely that relations between the
two countries will be normalised
while Sato is in 1he saddle ; he has,
however, decided to retire earlier than
his term permits. The septuagen:,rian
Prime Milnister muSit be regretting
that because of his "deference to the
wishes o( Washington'" he has lost his
claim to choose his successor. rrhe
Sato Government feels uncomfortable
at the prospect of China, utilising the
UN for rallying the developing coun-
tries to foil the blackmailing efforts of
the Big Powers.

Japan has so far enjoyed the nu-
clear cover provided by America but
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will now be compelled to work out
an accommodation with China. What
precisely Japan's role will be is still
anybody's guess-she could con-
tinue to be on America's
bandwagon, she could com-
pete with the USA to normalise
relations with China or she could be-
friend Russia. All these options may
be tried before a coherent policy de-
velops. The most alarming aspect of
the whole thing is the prospect of ac-
celera.tion of Japanese rearmament.
Official studies are being made into
possible changes in the Constitution

President Kaunda of Zambia must
be wondering about the outcome of
his tour of Europe la,st, fall. The
purpose Of the mission wasta isolate
South Africa by winning over the
European powers to the side of the
black Africans and block the arms
tra.ffic to Pretoria. Though the Eu-
ropean capitals greeted Kaunda with
perfect protocol, the ex-colonialists
know well where their interests lie and
have acted accordingly. Particularly
galling for Kaunda has been the fact
that even when he was toasting with
Pompidou in Paris Africa's strug-
gle !against racism, French ex-
perts were giving final touches to the
blueprints of a project to make delta-
winged Mirage aircraft-so suitable
for counter-insurgency operations-
in South Africa.

Tho1}gh the Western powers have
formally taken their hands off their
African colonies, they have not given
up their designs to exploit them by
other means. !The recent happenings
in the region indicate a, nefarious plot
being hatched with the aid of the Big
Powers. The local point of this en-
tente is South Africa and Rhodesia,
with Portugal as the abettor. Malawi,
Madagascar, Lesotho, Swaziland and
Bostwana form the outer ring of the
plan and the alliance's door has been
kept ajar for other so-called liberal re-
gimes. For those who are willing to
fall in, the bait of an equal econ?mic-

in order to legitimise the existence of
'armed forces for "self-defence". Al-
though the politician's will avoid dis-
cussing the issue' of nuclearisation in
public, it is generally accepted that
the country will join the five in the
near future. Preparations are being
made to build up a nuclear armoury
in couse of two years from the mo-
ment the political signal is given.
Pressure is also mounting to revise
,upward the military spending from I
per cent of the gross national pro-
duct to 1.5 per cent. The threat of
a militarised Japan is not remote.

military status has also been kept
dangling. And France, with her
knowledge of the African situation
as a result of her past experiences as
a colonial power, is supplying the
outfit's technical gadget.

The alliance draws its viability from
the military-economic prowess of the
white south. Added to this is the
strategic position of the region. For
example, suspension of trade with
Zambia-particuhrly maize ex-
ports from Rhodesia-put Zambia
in trouble. Recent reports indi-
cate fua!t President Kaunda is
hard put to it to counter the
ground swell of criticism of the
rising cost of living and he had to
reluctantly sign the order to purchase
Rhodesian maize. And his irritation
at the violent student demonstration
outside the French Embassy to pro-
test against the aircraft deal is a sign
that this militant anti-apartheid leader
is in the woods. Then again, Preto-
ria's control over Namibia and the
Caprive strip has given it a hold over
the territory's natural wealth apart
from providing it with a perfect in-
vasion platform against the freedom
fighters in Angola and Mozambique.

France's immediate aim, of course,
is to profit from the investment in
South Africa. But this implies a
bolstering up of the racists' arsenal
in their 'fight against the lopal insur-



\ FROM A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

campaign in New Delhi by the Jana-
Sangh and other right-wing forces to
stampede the Government into mili-
tary intervention. It would be well
to recall that the late Mr Nehru was
pushed into a particular frame of
,action over the Sino-Indian border
dispute by a similar campaign. To
counter the Jana Sangh drive, Mrs
Gandhi's minions are plannIng a plas-
sive rally on August 9 which is a
measure of Mrs Gandhi's concern
over the political challenge she faces
on the Bangladesh issue.

People in New Delhi talk in whis-
pers about the imminence of a con-
frontation with Pakistan. September
is the auspicious month for such
things. August has been the month
for Pakistani infiltration into Kashmir
and it takes a few weeks for the si-
tuation to escalate into something se-
rious. But objectively, neither coun-
try should be interested in a military
confrontation now. General Yahy't
Khan's sabre-rattling is interpreted
as a tactic to pressure India into ac-
cepting the U.N.' observers and ulti-
mately, U.N. intervention of some
form. As was to be expected the
Soviet stand has changed in India's
favour-the Gromyko visit is a sure
sign-though there is no reason to
believe ·that Soviet economi9 ,ajd
commitments to Pakistan have been
repudiated. ,

The new level of the Sino-United
States relations has complicated the
Bangladesh issue which has to be
fitted into the long-term strategy of
the three major powers. A short
Indo-Pakistani conflict would give

tion in Addis Ababa rejecting any (Jia-
logue with the land of apartheid
must be sorely dismayed to fin<l the
basis of their front thus undermined.
The more militant among them may
now start thinking of using the lan-
guage of force.

But at least one significant section
of the Awami League leadership has
begun to feel that there is a strong
lobby in the New Delhi power eche-
lons which does not want an early
end to the Bangladesh war. (fhe war
should continue until the whole of
Pakistan disintegrates. There is every
reason to think there is some basis
for the apprehension. Material help
earmarked for the Mukti Bahini, like
even such items as toilet soap, has
been blocked by someone somewhere.
The Mukti Bahini does not have so-
phisticated arms and even the few
·three-inch mortars it now has were
given most grudgingly. There is pres-
sure on the Mukti Bahini from some
quarter to screen the recruits SO that
the leftist elements are kept out.
There is fear in the same. quarter
about some of the Mukti Bahini arms
reaching the Naxalites.

Recognition of the Bangladesh
government would facilitate state-
level Indian help to the Bangladesh
cause but woUld entail other conse-
quen~. There is mounting political

If UN observers are posted
in Bangl2desh, the only way out for
India will be to recognise the Bangla-
desh Government and extend open
help to the Bangladesh cause, accord-
ing to one school. If the Mukti
Bahini "liberates" a substantial area
this should be possible. Even the
Soviet Union is likely to extend such
recognition if a substantial area is li-
berated, according to this school. Mr
Gromyko should know.

Crucial Weeks /

dialogue. For its hidden purpose is
to set at naught the -anti-apartheid
movement's prime objective, namely
to isolate and destroy the white re-
gimes of sou·th Africa. Those mili-
tant black African leaders in the
OAU who rammed through a resolu-

WHETHER the Bangladesh issue
is raised in the Security Coun-

cil or not, it may be internation··
alised in a manner least llcceptable to
India once the UN observers take po-
sitions. The presence of the obser-
vers would not only cramp the style
of the Mukti Bahini but would make
the measly help it is getting from
outsi<le even more difficult. Once
a report with the UN seal
goes out to say that the
Mukti Bahini is being helped from
without, Pakistan would be able to
internationalise the dispute to its
advantage.

There was a time when
India wanted to internation-
alise the refugee issue, conveying the
subtle warning that if the flow was
not reversed, India would be obliged
to act On her own. Nobody took the
warning seriously because India haJ
surrendered her initiative to the two
super-powers and therefore without
the consent of the super-powers, there
was little chance of a conflict in the
sub-continent. New Delhi has since
looked soulfullly to Moscow and Wa-
shington until one option after an-
other vanished. It relied too much
on the theory that the Nixon Admi-
nistration was divided on Bangladesh
out the totality of the pulls would
ultimately result in a stand in India',
t1alVour. Now, the United States is
believed to have made known (via
Mr William Rogers and Mr L. K.
Jha) its position in the event of In-
dian intervention. That leaves Indh
the option of joining with the Soviet
Union.

View from Delhi

gency. Lisbon too can draw upon it
to keep going its dying colonialism.
Though tbe formation of an aIIiance
may be delayed until such time as the
settlement of the Rhodesian issue, the
possibility of such an aIIiance itself
has greatly annoyed the opponents of
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"Dialogue" With Naxalites
s. R.

said that his ideas about a 'dialogue'
with the Naxalites did not connote
discussions at a conference table
but a persuasive process to
wean away non-committed ele-
ments among extremists. He
,did not subscribe' 1:0 ;the theory
of "once a Naxalite. always a Naxa-
lite". He would not 'lump together'
all those who go by the name Naxa'-
lite because they. vary from confirmed
Maoists to anti-social elements and
misguided youths. The misguided
teenagers are amenable to 'reforma-
tory efforts' and they must be exposed
to 'processes of reason'. He discar-
ded the 'negative law and order con-
cept' in his dealing with those who
were not confirmed hard-boiled
Maoists. ",The Naxalites' approach is
that of force and coercion," said Mr
Pant. "Our approach should be to
persuade and convince." "It is a
question Of total approach."

Mr Pant's first statement of July 21
sounds vague and contradicted the
spirit of the policy enunciated by the
President. Ever since the new
Government came to power at the
Centre, the bureaucracy in West Ben-
gal had been following their old
policy of crude repression in their
de2ling with the Naxalites. They
were happy that the Presidential man-
date reiterated their stand.

E
se their hounds, the trigger-happ

olice and militzry with the licence t
ractise unprecedented vulgaritie~ .

±al life. To them Mr Pant's
statement was a bolt from the blue.
The Ananda Bazar Patrika (July 22

outright any appeal for cCH>peration.
It all depends on how effective the

bandh exercise is. The Centre's res-
ponse would be directly proportionate
to the success o'f the bandh and the
pace would be set for a dialogue
between the CPI(M) representatives
and Mr Rayon a new wave-length.

August 8, 1971

tions with the powers that be but Mr
Siddhartha Sankar Ray seems to be
busy knocking together an all-in front
against· the Naxalites. ,The CPI(M)
has had great solicitude for the same
vested interests Mr Ray had been de-
fending and a long-term detente looks
possible at the West Bengal level
though the party might have rejected

IN a span of a little over five
months of its existence the new

Government at the Centre has made
two announcements with regard to its
attitude towards the Naxalites. The
first announcement came from the
President himself. In his 'address to
a joint session of the two Houses of
Parliament on March 23 he expressed
"the GoVernment's determination to
root out lawlessness ,and to eliminate
the politics of murder". This was a
part Of his declaration of the policy
objectives of the new Government that
took office after the mid-term Lok
Sabha poll. It hinted at the possibi-
lity of bringing into operation the
supreme coercive power of the bour-
geois State. This coerciOn was to
come in the name of democracy, for
the President himself said that "the
conduct and results of the recent elec-
tions in West Bel1gal clearly indicated
a reaffirmation by the people of their
faith in democracy."

The second announcement was
made by Mr K. C. Pant, Minister of
State for Home Affairs. On July 21,
he told the Lok Sabha that the govern-
ment was willing to have a 'dialogue'
with the Naxalites. He said, "It is
the responsibility of all of Us to carry
on such a dialogue and help them see
the path of reason ,and restore their
belief in democratic processes". He
expressed concern over the present
state of West Bengal where, when a
crime was committed none came for-
war·d to' give evidence because of the
prevailing terror. Three days later
Mr Pant elaborated on his stand. He
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No Dinner
It turned out, after all, that Mr Jyoti

Basu did not have dinner with Mrs
Indira Gandhi. It was in Mr Basu's
interest thn the disclaimer came from
the Prime Minister, for one remem-
bers that Mr E.M.S. Namboodiripad
was once pulled up by the party for
his famous breakfast with Mr G.D.
Birla. The bandh called by the
CPI(M) in Calcutta appears as an ex-
ercise in self-assurance but official
New Delhi seems to have realised
that no normal business is possible in
West Bengal until a truce agreement
is signed with the CPI (M) . Mr
Prom ode Das Gupta's presence at
Mr Jyoti Basu's meeting with the
Prime Minister might have inhibited
the discussion and the Prime Minister
in any case cannot take Mr Basu's
assurances as his psrty's. The CPI's
influence in Mrs Gandhi's party is
still an irritant in the CPJ(M)'s rela-

the" Soviet Union another chance for
Tashkent diplomacy and to make its
Asian presence felt. _ So the Soviet
Union and no one else should be
interested in an Indo-Pakistani con-
frontation. It is generally assumed
even in official thinking here that
there would be no Chinese military
intervention in such a confrontation.
Chinese and United States attitudes
to a, confrontation in the sub-conti-
nent should be divergent and to this
extent Pakistaln~-Chinese Telations
might come under strain.

The next eight weeks would prove
crucial for India and Pakistan. If
nothing happens by the end of Sep-
tember, a total confrontation can be
ruled out for this year. Pakistan
would have overextended itself and
the Mukti Bahini should be in Dacca
by February next, according to the
Bangladesh leadership. But mean-
time, there is no solution to the prob-
lem of refugees. Mr R. K. Khadilkar
enigmatically spoke about the refu-
gees having to stay ,a,little longer than
planned. It would not be SOlang as
one year and the number would not
be so high as ten million, according
to him. But there is little doubt that
half the refugees will never go b~ck.



Business M,maRer
Frontier

Articles cannot be returned
unless accompanied by return
postaRe.

•
iions of the middle class. The peo-
ple at large prefer to be under the
regional domination of one party than
to be under the protection of the
police.

In this context the peace feeler of
the Government is understandable.
The Government must win over the
middle class. Fascism subsists on the
support of this class when it is per-
verted. A frustrated middle class
was the springboard of fascism that
rocked Europe prior to the Second
World War. This support in India
has been camouflaged under many
august expressions, the latest being
the 'people's mandate'. TIle- policy
opjectives of the new Government as
enunciated by the President on Marcb
24 hold out many baits to the middle
class. A mid-term reappraisal of the
Fourth Plan, campaigns against the
remaining bastions of feudalispl in the
form of abolition of privy purses and
princely privileges, crusade against
the bigger sections of the urban bour-
geoisie in the form of property ceil-
ing, opening of new careers for the
middle class through a speedy imple-
mentation of investment programmes
in the public and pri~te sectors of
industry-to name a few objectives
declared by the President are only
reitera~ion of the pledges given by
Mrs Gandhi prior to the mid-term
poll. Jugantar (July 26) reported
in a headline new,S that two lakhs of
people in West Bdngal will get employ-
ment in course of the next six months.
One lakh people will be employed at
Haldia. :The Centre has appointed
,a committee to investigate the closure
of industries. This committee and a
team of experts receIlltly visited
Calcutta and told the reporter of
Jugantar that it was looking forward
to the opening of 144 industries in
West B~ngal very soon. Moreover
the Centre has set up a bank in this
State (or the resuscitation of indus-
tries. Recently leading officials of
the entral Government visited

Etta. Attempts were made to in-
flu ce the chambers of commerce.
T e Government has reiterated its
o . pledge that very soon arrange-

ents will be made for the tonstruc-

Relaxation?
rrwo important questions emerge

from this : (1) What led Mr Pant to
announce a relaxation of the Govern-
ment stand on repression? (2) Is it a
relaxation at all ?

Taking it to be a relaxation, it can
be easily accounted for. The old
technique of unalloyed repressi5~,nha~
reached its strategic stalemate. /Tn a
ociety charged with po1it.i.ca1--~nsci-

fusness every action of the police has
;met an equal and opposite reaction.
The policy of murder launched by the
State through its police and military
organisations has been counteracted
by _the armed action of the people.
The people in towns and cities (take
for example Calcutta, Burdwan, Bir
bhum, Midnapore and 24-Parganas)
where the coercion of the bourgeois
State has descended with maximum
ferocity are tired of the vulgarities in
~ocial ~e. :1lhe I urban middl!e
class they re resent the middle ran~-
ing force in the privilege-ridden-
social hierarchy. Pressed economi-
cally from the top and harassed poli-
tically their tendencies .are with the
down-trodden masses As a wage-
earning class they ~e affected by the
price-spiral and other abuses of a
perverted society. With their sav-
ings and consequently their economic
staying power declining every day
they are threatened with an eCOnOmi!
collapse. In this situMion the polie
reptes.sK>n appears to be an adde
WIS A few weeks ago Jugantar
reported that the people of Birbhum
werei scared of the police. The terri-
ble police action in some parts of
Calcutta (like Tollygunge, Behala,
BeliaghMa) , and 24-parganas (like
Dum Dum, Barasat, Ashokenagor,
Belghoria) has led to mass evacua-
tion. The real value of property has
gone down, thereby affecting the les-
ser wing of the property-owing sec-

directors of the 156urgeois State.
Monopolizing all, {mportant organisa-
tions of sociew and state and con-
trolling the / terrible poWer of the
secret po' e, they ha~ made brutality
and t ror the fpUndation of the
mo n State. /

NOTICE

and 23) 'came out as the spokesman
-of the bureaucratic reaction. As per
these reports the high officers of the
bureaucracy were struck by the sud-
den "softening" of the Government
stand towards the Naxalites. They
raised the following questions :

( 1) What is the exact governmenl
stand towards the Naxalites ?
(2) rrhe Naxalite leaders are un-
der warrants or arrast. What
would the police do if some of them
come forward to hold talks with
the Government?
(3) Does the Central Government
regard the Naxalites as a legal
party?
(4) How is it possible for the
Central Government to come to a
political understanding with those
who stand for the liquidation of
people as their class enemies ?
Thus the bureaucratic reaction is

clear. They are caught in the con-
tradictions of the Government. They
are unhappy that their ,authority over
the life and death of people which
they indiscriminately exercise through
the police, has to be kept in abeyance.
They resent the ,amendment of their
right to perpetrate crimes against
people by branding them N axalites
and using the pretext that their activi- '
ties are illegal. They are distressed
that they are being placed in the posi-
tion of compromise with those who
stand for the liquidation of class ene-
Jfiies. All these reactions are but
natural. In a period of bourgeois
decadence the bureaucracy has sunk
almost to the level of a social estate
within the class of the bourgeoisie
anxious to maintain its own preroga-
tives. Sceptical about its own mot-
tos, distrustful of the people below,
cy,tIical in its outlook, original in its
lftseness, the bureaucracy of our

;times has emerged as the powerful
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A ~/atesman report of July 28 said
that on the preceding day the Rajya
Sabha was rocked over the West
Bengal issue. Mr Chandra Sekhar
categorically said, "We have not un-
derstood the realities in the State
(West Bengal) and have turned our
face from them" ; "the West Bengal
youth is no less patriotic than young
men in other parts of the counry. We
have failed in our duty by them".

These fine gestures are expected
to galvanize the middle -class. Boys
from this class have swelled the ranks
of the urban guerillas. Therefore
this class must be prevented from
drifting into the political orbit of re-
volution. Mr Pant said, "ultimately
we have to create a public opinion
and the dialogue is directed towards
that end". few weeks ago Mrs
Gandhi told the Planning Commission
that the unity of the people was the
only basis on which a successful re-
form project could be launched. Mr
Pant welcomed people's unity for a
political cause. Mrs Gandhi did it
for an 'econ<¥nic one. This call may
not be fatu~us in view of the cur-
rent frusratipn of the Bengali middle
class. Motililization of the general
will of the people has always been a
fascist technique for self-aggrandise-
ment. When in the 'thirties the
German middle class was experiencing
a left-wing drift, it was the strong
fascist pledge to find an EI Dorado
for the people which produced the
most dangerous sort of explosion in
the popular sentiment and succeeded
in bringing about a right-about turn
in the march of events. In India a
sinking rightist reaction is struggling
for a broad popular basis. rrhe mo-
bilization of the police and army
must be supported by a deployment
of social energy. The people's man-
date in the last election has already
paved the way for an alignment of
the bourgeois State with the middle
class. This is certainly not a great
change in the structure of politics in
the country. But the aim of a selec-
tive salvation of the middle class has
brought about a new orientation in
the rules of the game. The growing
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identification of the ruling class with
the middle class, a triumph over the
feudal power structure of the old
Congress, is subtle evidence of the
bourgeois technique of shifting inter-
nal alliances for the conservation of
power. Fascism broadens down from
experience to experience, from nar-
row internalism to wider internation-
alism, from what Marx calls plunder
of the interior to the plunder of the
exterior. In tbe process it scatters
and expands its power bases to con-
tain revolution. It drafts and re-
drafts whatever plans for change suits
it and the uneven privilege structure
of the society. The modern Indian
fascism haS developed its new politi-
cal metho:ds with their extension~
from one region to another and with
their employment by one group after
another. Tbis vast exp~nsion of

fascism stands on the concurrence of
concession and repression, of colla-
boration and extirpation and of ab-
sorpflon and rejection.

"Grand Coalition"
rrhe recent tendencies in the In-

dian body politic confirm this obser-
vation. The effort of Mr Siddhartha
Saokar Ray to galvanize the twenty-
eight political parties into a grand
coalition, if successful, will create an
axis of right reaction in this part of
India. Collaborators are there. The
participation in power by these parties
more than once has envenomed ri-
yalries. They are convinced of the
usefulness of collaboration once they
have got the taste of the forbidden.
fruit, namely political power. On its
part the Government would struggle
to bring about a workable coalition.
Any development on the border may
at any moment lead to a pull-out of
troops from the interior to strengthen
the hands of the BSF. Who would then
take care of the people who had
voted the Government to power?
They would be these new-found al-
lies of the Government and their pri-
vate armies. Mr Pant's softness has
been well conveyed by Mr Siddharth<:L
Sankar Ray to these parties. The
Government of the President who
spoke of coercion has been bypassed

by the appointment of· this new
Ia:gentOf the Cabin~t. Mr Jyoij Basu
has already met the Prime Minister.
His party togt(ther with others have
met her agent on the spot. Higgling
is going on round the table. Mean-
while Mr Ray's chamber has bee
shifted to Rashtrapati Bhaban, away
from the Kremlin of the bureaucrats.
By the time these comments appear
events might have marched. .Politi...
cal- adjustments have already been
made over the vast swell of aspiratidft;l
and rivalry, of concession and surren-
der. But beyond this pale and nar••
row politics will pulsate for a, time
to come the spirit Of a rotting
humanity.

In the foregoing analysis lies the
answer to the second question. A.
bourgeois State subsisting on explOl·
tation is always saddled with the tech-
nique of repression Any relaxation
of repression is mere window dres*'
sing. How many murders in jails
have recently tak~n place? Even
when Mr K C. Pant was making his
peace gesture a serious tragedy t
place in- the Hazaribagh Jail.
July 22 Mr Pant was requested
some members of Parliament to re-
lease Naxalites from priB6n in An-
dhra Pradesh So that they could COUlloil':
teract the Naxalite movement. He
pointblank refused to comply with
the request. /The issue of release of
Naxalites was left to the State gov-
erruments. Recently spokesmen of
the Central Government reiterated
more than once theIr decision to
overhaul the administrative and police
machinery in the country. The Gov-
ernment of West Bengal has already
acted to that end by replacing !Dode-
rate police officers of Birbhum by
tough guys. On July 28 Mr Pant
said in Parliament that all possible
steps, 'preventive as well as penal',
were being taken to restore normal
conditions. In a written reply to a
question by Mr G. Y. Krishnan
said that s~itable administrative mea-
sures were being taken to strengthen
the forces of law and order to deal
effectively with the violent and un-
lawful activities of anti-social, crimi-
nal and extremist elelments. The· Cen-
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power could be geherated and accu-
mulated in apparently civilized cul-
ture~uropean communities of mo-
dern times". (David Thompson:
Europe ~nce Napoleon. pp. 687-
688).

Does not this description resemble
the conditions in India today? A
rational approach to politics makes
the answer broadly yes. The mythi-
cal concept of people's mandate hal-
lowed by poll results has been well
manipulated to provide the basis of
absolute power to a single party.
This party has gathered round it its
henchmen, a group of maniacs and
opportunists. Its propaganda ma-
chinery has functioned well in mo-
bilizing the social energy. It has
galvanized its engine of repression
through a combination of the well-
drilled police and the private army
made of rifraffs. It has rallied the
power-hungry poli1ical parties in its
fav ur. A state of emergency has
already descended on different parts
of the country signifying a recession
in democracy. Brutality and terror
has been made the foundation of
the state. qiven all these, the ques-
tions are: where are we and whither
are we bound? We must answer
these questions before it is too late.
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of a disarmed society. r David
Thompson who studied the behaviour
of pre-war fascism in Europe thus
explains its character :

"The unique feature of modern
dictatorship is that it tends to be to-
talitarian; that is, it contrives to con-
centrate in the hands of the ruling
group a degree of power which en-
ables them to control all aspects of
the national life. This power in its
organised form rested on two main
pillars: on the ability to control
public opinion by every modern re-
source of public education, youth or-
ganization, rensorship, publicity, pro-
paganda, by press, radio, cinema,
theatre, poster, and public meeting;
and on the ability to crush and keep
crushed every form of open criticism
or opposition by the use of secret
police, concentration c;lmps, and ter-
ror. Ballyhoo and brutality were
made the foundations of the State.
Behind the party, engaged in mono-
polizing and running all the impor-
tant organizations of society and state,
stood in each country the terrible po-
\Ver of the secret police, striking
sometimes openly and in the mass, as
in the great purges or in the drives
against the Jews in Germany, some-
times silently as in the countless iso-
lated arrests of suspects who disap~.
peared to a fate unknown. Any state
in which a large aad efficient secret
police is at the disp(>sal of the single
party in power is at the mercy of
that party. Each dictator found that
he could muster, frOm modern so-
ciety, a large enough number of ut-
terly unscrupulous, devoted and bru-
tal henchmen to 'gain him this power
of terror. It was enough. Given its
existence, even the democratic insti-
tutions of elections and plebiscites, of
parliamentary assemblies and proce-
dures, could be tolerated, because
the secret police operated outsid'e the

. law. The story of tortures and
cruelties, of total degradation of the
human personality, and of vicious
sadism, was by the mid-twentieth
century familiar enough. There is
little mystery left about how a single-
party dictatorship works. The more
difficult question' is how such absolute
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'Emergency Politics
Side by side with this huge expan-

sion of the police machinery the Gov-
ernment is seeking to disarm people
(as envisaged in the II-point char·
ter prepared by the State Govern-
ment to end unrest) and to amend
the Constitution so as to invest the
Government with absolute emergency
powers. This is typica'l of .
the growth of emergency po-
litics on which a fascist State sub-
sists. It means that a. vast and irre-
sistible machinery of repression will
have full play on the inoffensive base

Itre was gtvmg necesslary assisitance
such as pooling . -of inteRtgence and
additigPal police reilrfOrcements and
~. Mr Pant said that 87
companies of CRP had been
made 'a,vailable to the West
Bengal Government so far and they
were stationed in the State for
law and order duties. Be-
sides, the Eastern Frontier Rifles, of
which the State Government has 12
companies, were functioning as the
State Government's own police force.
The expenditure on the forces made
available to the West Bengal Gov-
ernment since the proclamation of
President's Rule was approximately
Rs 42 lakhs (Amrita Bazar Patrika.
July 29). The Government has al-
ready undertaken a project for the
expansion of the police force in the
country. Recently Mr Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi announced that the po-
lice department of the State will
absorb 16,000 'unemployed' youth.
Anyone can guess what colossal di-
mensions the police force would as-
sume when these 16,000 youths swell
the ranks of those that are already
there. On top of all these there will
be private armies raised from the ci-
vilians in the form of resistance
1I'0ups and in other shapes,
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Ideological Strugg~e
Bihar

A N ideological struggle is on in
Bihar. Mr S. N. Singh, the

State Secretary of the CPI(ML), has
declared a virtual war against party
theoretician, Mr Charu Mazumdar.
The State Secretary has "expelled"
many of the followers of Mr Ma-
zumdar, while he himself has been

'disowned by the Mazumdar camp.
'file war is on. But it is being fOugQt

,on purely ideological level.
Ideological differences are not new

for the Marxist-Leninist~to- be more
, Mtleist-ranks in Bihar.

From the very beginning, say from
the days of the "Naxalbari Sahayata
Samiti' and the 'Co-ordination Com-
mittee of Communist Revolutionaries'
there have been many groups, po-
pularly known as 'Naxalites', claim-
ing faith in the Maoist dictum of
armed revolution.

The dominant group is the CPI-
(ML). In the beginning, Mr T. C.
Josh and Mr S. N. Singh were the
pillars of this group. The irony is
that both of them are no longer atta-
ched to the party. IThe former was
expelled by the latter while the latter
himself has been disowned by the
Mazumdar camp. From the very be-
ginning of the armed struggle in Bi-
har, the CPI(ML) has been the most
active and influential among the
Naxalite groups. Another was the
group of Mr B. K. Azad. Though
very active in nature, the working
lfield of this group was limited in the
sense that it had influence only in
the home area (north Monghyr) of
Mr Azad. The third category of
communist revolutionaries were active
under the leadership of one Mr Rahi.
This group was very smal1 and it too
had a very limited working field, viz
some parts of Gaya district. Yet an-
other group led by Mr Prithviraj
Singh was active in the same region.
This group is said to have had clo:;e

connection with the Co-ordination
Committee of Mr T. Nagi Reddi.

Besides this, qumerous scattered
groups or combinations of groups-
some having only a handful of per-
sons in their fold-led by individual
revolutionaries-were also active aU
over Bihar. At least two or three of
such groups were in existence in
Patna alone. Most of these small
groups died out in the absence of a
powerful ideological background and
their members, including leaders,
joined other stronger group.s, mainly
the CPI(ML). In certain cases the
groups themselves merged into. the
CPI(ML). Most of these groups had
no strong ideological differences with
the ML.

While engaged in ideological dis-
pute the Indian communists are often
in the habit of hurlin¥ their pet accu-
sations of 'CIA agent', 'counter-revo-
lutionary', 'revisionist' and 'adventu-
rist'-without caring whether the
struggle is antagonistic or non-anta-
gonistic, The struggle in Bihar is be-
ing conducted in the same traditional
manner. To go by one group, it
alone is the torch-bearer of revolu-
tion and the rest are nothing but CIA
agents.

Mr Rahi's "CIA" group is very
small and insignificant-and inactive
too, to some extent-and it is futile
to discuss its ideological background.
However, it may be mentioned that
he was once expelled from the Bihar
State Co-ordination Committee of
Communist Revolutionaries on a
charge of "counter-revolutionary
activities", -

The group led by Mr Prithviraj
Singh too comes in the same cate-
gory, Before making any comment
on the ideology of Mr Singh it is ne-
cessary to reveal that once he had to
undergo medical treatment in a men-
tal hospital. Though having affilia-

tions with the T. Nagi Reddi group,
he is very happy to declare that he
is trying to propound some new Mar-
xist theories of his own for the advan-
cement of the Indian Revolution.
"He is", reported Mr Singh's son,
"engaged in studying mathematics
now-a-days."

Both these groups h:we no 'action'
to their credit while the group of
Mr B, K. Azad was quite active'in its
limited working zone. But it has un-
dergone a qualitative change. Mr
Azad no more believes in traditional
Marxism, not to speak of Maoism.
Many of the Marxist formulations are
basically wrong, according to Mr
Azad.

Though a prominent member
of the Bihar State Coordination
Committee of Communist Revolutio-
naries, Mr Azad opposed it from the
very beginning. When he dissocia-
ted himself from the CCCR, his sharp
criticism against the formation of the
CPI(ML) seemed quite natural.

Mr Azad does not accept that the
contradiction between feudalism and
the poor peasants is the major one.
He considers that the question of
national liber\ation movement is t
main thing. After the revolution is
accomplished, he argues, a matriarch'
cal system should be set up becau
democratic centralism means reI
tionship between ~other and child
and that is impossible without a
matriarchical system. There are
many professional criminals in his
"Naxalite' group because "these so-
called criminals have become the ID,OSf
hated people in this bourgeois society
and as such they are our most .
forces." Last but not least Mr
uses things like bhang because th
help him to concentrate.

In the last. mid-term ~tar)':
poll Mr Azad stood as an Indepen-
dent candidate from the Khagaria
constituency in north Bihar. He
was defeated. In the wake of the
elections Mr Azad found, all of a
sudden, that the Chinese Communist
Party is no longer revolutionary and
that there are some basic errors in
dialectical materialism.



FROM A CORRESPONDENT

The New VIPs

.'

in Bangladesh. It is this 'popularity'
which, they firmly believe, should be
given priority over all that matters in
connection with the happenings in
Bangladesh. The other day one of
them flared up at the mention of cer-
tain left radicals who, in the wake of
the army crackdown, stayed on in
Bangladesh to organise resistance
while others fled the country. While
others present grinned in embarrass-
ment at his attitude he sought to ex-
plain his stand thus: "However
'firebrand the revolutionaries may be,
we do not attach any importance to
what they sayar do because their
number is very small". Sometimes
some of these people are pro-
fuse in expressions of humility, but
the more they talk the clearer it be-
comes that nothing would stop them
from using the most ruthless and devi-
ous expedients to crush the left radi-
cals whom they consider to be a
potential danger. If you ask them
what they are doing to help the libe-
ration struggle, a wave of eX'aspera-
lion passes over their faces, as if it
is mean to indulge in such curiosities.
However, they have one advice to
offer to all of us: "Read newspapers
and you will know everything about
Bangladesh". Someone would go

into English, mean People's War.
While Lok Yudha, the organ of the
CM group in Bihar, confines itself to
preaching its ideology and seems least
disturbed by the split, ,almost the
whole space of lana ludha, the organ
of the SM group, is devoted to arti-.
cles dealing with the present ideologi-
cal war. SN describes his one-time
"respected" leader, Charu Mazumdar,
as "an unintellectual man." Should
an intellectual like Mr Nirad C.
Chaudhuri be imported into the Com-
munist Party to lead the People's
Democratic Revolution ?

THE other day a VIP from Bangla-
desh t91d a friend at Agartala

that he felt very disappointed when
he noticed a trend in West Bengal to
treat the 'Bangladesh iss~e strictly on
a dialectical plane rather than as one
in which at le:ast the Bengalis should
be involved. But he was happy to note
that people in Tripura have at leas!!
found in Bangladesh a cause worth
espousing 'after years of dissipation
of their energies in wasteful pursuits.'

This VIP was of course not
the only one of the tribe in holding
such views. But the way they often
behave gives rise to doubt as to how
sincere and dedicated their own in-
volvement is in the Bangladesh strug-
gle. As some members of the Libe-
ration forces say, they appear to be
",a carefree lot undergoing the strain
of a lengthy excursion." In spite of
the fact that more than a million eva-
cuees have already crossed over to
Tripura, 'it is these VIPs whose pre-
sence we are made to feel all the time.
Everywhere you hear their pep talk
about themselves and they do not
even seem to be aware of the presence
of millions of evacuees who are living
like animals.

They would make it a point to harp
on the 'popularity' <they enjoy

Mushahari peasants" hardly ,a year
ago was described ,as "having no
influence among the masses of the
area."

However, it is the CM group which
was in majori<ty. All the 'action , car-
ried out were credited to them. At
present the SN group is practically in-
active, perhaps because it has lost its
influence in the three Naxalite strong-
holds in Bihar, viz Mushahari, Suraj-
garha and Chotanagpur.

A clear line of demarcation emer-
ges from the organs brought out by
the two groups-both, if translated

Tripura

CPI(ML) Rift
Since it is the biggest and the most
uential group, the rift in the
I(ML) is disturbing. The two

groups treat this rift from different
viewpoints. While Mr S. N. Singh
treats it as inner-party struggle, the
Mazumdar group in Bihar accuses
him of being a "traitor." Both the
gPOups lare engaged in mu-
tual 'mud-slinging. While the
Mazumdar group tries to trace
out the traits of centralism in
its former State Secretary from the
da\t'lier days, the ~tate Secretary
accuses Mr Mazumdar Of "left
adventurism. "

The rift between SN and CM came
• to the open late last year with the
adoption ofa resolution by the Bihar
State Committee of the CPI (ML)
~cusing CM with "authoritarianism"
and of pursuing "extremist" policies.
The suit was followed by the V.P.
state Committee, which too ,adopted
a resolution supporting the stand
taken by the Bihar Committee. How-
ever, it went one tep forward by
attacking the 'enemy annihilation pro-
gramme.' Bihar had kept mum over
:the question.

Besides accusing CM of ",authori-
tarianism", the Bihar Committee had
attacked his line of not making a
united front with the peasants at this
tage. It wanted the rich peasants

to' be spared from 'annihilation.'
Another :attack on the leader,ship was
mounted on the question of actions
in urban areas. (The Committee
wanted the present sort of struggle in
towns to stop and only actions of
"defensive" nature to be conducted
there. It also questioned the party's
~all that "this is an era of self-sacri-
fice." It wanted the policy of self-
defence to be followed.

The positive aspect of the whole
:.thing is that the rank and file, who
seemed to be bewildered at the time of
the split, recovered very soon. They
have joined this or that camp and
are continuing their struggle against
the Establishment. This bewilder-
ment was natural-the same person
who was desc.(ibed by the CPI(ML)
-organ as "the beloved leader of
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ment of Tripura ample scope to tigh-
ten repressive measures and to push
the problems of the State into the
background, using ,the Bangladesh
smokescreen. Thanks to the indefa-
tigable efforts Of the leftist forces, the
ruling Congress in the State, and for
that matter the Centre, have now
emerged as benevolent governments.
The leftist forces are exercising ut·
most discretion by suspending their
programme of 'democratic mass move-
ment' fOr the time being. But chances
are that the Government of Tripura
will have managed to sweep under the
rug all that still remains open to
challenge by the time the 'Jai BangIa'
euphoria simmers down.

Foreign AIR MAIL Rates (One Yelt)

Europe: Rs. 120 or 15 dollars

Asia: Rs. 88 or II donars

America: Rs. 168 or 21 doUars

PkONTIEa

ready recognised as VIPs is quite un-
derstandable, that of some others as-
piring to rise to VIP-dam is baffling.
(There was a time when they thought
it prudent to go on projecting their
revolutionary image with a leftist
slant. In doing So they often preten-
ded to disapprove of the way the
Awami League was conducting the
whole affair. When they approached
people with their own analysis of the
character of the struggle launched in
Bangladesh, they sought to explain
their stand by speaking of vague diffe-
rences with the Awami League. In
order to inspire people's conlfidence in
their bona fides they tried to leave an
impression that since they did not
strive for any officialhelp to keep them
selves going; it was only with people's
support and help thM they wanted to
go it alI alone. But they could not
stick to this policy for long for fear
of incurring the Government's dis-
pleasure. Now that the situation has
somewhat changed, much to the dis-·
advantage of the non-Awami Lea--
guers, they have started wooing both
the Government of India and tb~
Awami League leadership in all con-
ceivable ways. They have also strir-
ped the~selves of certain leftist tr~r-
pings whiqb they used to flaunt.
This reversal of policy seems to
be paying them good dividends.

On several occasions in the past we
in Tripura have been complimented
by the Bangladesh VIPs for what
they call our efforts to uphold the
cause of Bengali nationalism. We do
not know if we deserve such tributes.
But what we know for certain is that
we live in a revolutionary State where
right from the Chief Minister down to
the leftis1 leaders, all have earned en-
viable proficiency in radical pontifi-
cations. But, unfortunately, like many
other burning issues our approach to
Bangladesh has also been as atavistic
as before. We are at regular inter-
vals holding public meetings and
taking out processions demanding re-
cognition of the 'Free Bengal Govern-
ment', but we ha,ve no time at all to
recognise the home truths. Over the
past few months the 'Jai BangIa'
euphoria has provided the Govern-

one better and mention the news-
papers they think you should read.

AIl these VIPs have one thing very
much in common which compels
attention-their immaculate Yankee
sophistication-it must be an essen-
tial revolutionary attribute. Our faith
in their capabilities grows as
they move in ,their costly
Cal'S and do some shopping for
their wives and children. They were
the first to have crossed over to India
with belongings sufficient to start a
comfortable living, because they
knew very precisely what was going
to happen in Bangladesh in the days
to come. Perhaps that is why public
platfortns an made available to them
so that they can take the trouble of
educating people in certain realities :
Bangladesh is going to prove to the
world that an armed struggle can be
carried on without any class con-
frontation; Bangladesh is thus going
to upset many pet theories about re-
volution much to the inconvenience
of their preachers. Events in Banga-
desh seem to have given them a
splendid opportunity to palm off on
an unsuspecting public a jumble of
tortured emotional attitudes often
dressed up as a reasoned, cogent and
substantiated case for both the people
of Bangladesh and Bangalis elsewhere.

But they have their moments of
frustration and bewilderment, too.
The thought of their prolonged isola-
tion from the ma,instream of events
in Bangladesh makes them restive and
apprehensive. When they are in
such a state of mind they churn out
memories of the good old days and
their past glories. One of the film
stars of Bangladesh, whose image has
already been raised to the level of a
great artist and a patriot, confided to
a friend immediately after set-
ting foot on this side of the
border that they were rquite
happy, that all that fuss was not
at a,1I necessary. Sometimes they
start cursing their lot for all the mis-
fortunes, sometimes they are heard
lamenting that they would never have
come to such e~tremities but for
a handful of adventurist hotheads.

While the behaviour of those al-

·.



Conditions Of Agricultural Growth

2. V.l. Lenin, Imperialism; The
Highest Stage of Capitalism.

3. P.A. Baran, The Political Eco-
nomy of Growth: and A. Gunder
Frank, Capitalism and Un'derdevelop-
ment in Latin America.

4. F. Engels, letter to H. Starken-
burg, in Marx and Engels, Selected
Works (Moscow, 1949-50), Vol. II,
p. 457, Emphasis in the clfiginal.

Stagnant India
Over half a century, between 1893-

1946, the agricultural output in India
remained stagnant. Commercial crops
made some gain, but that was only at
the expense of food crops, while
population increased appreciably.
Why? l'he basic reason could be
traced to the British colonial policy

As we know, pre-monopoly capi-
talism reached its zenith in the 1860s
and 1870s; and thereafter took
place the tremendous boom in colo-
nial conquests. The struggle for ter-
ritorial division of the world became
extremely sharp. Monopoly capita-
lism and imperialism appeared On the
world scene. By the end Of the
century practically every corner of
the globe was drawn into the net of
imperialism. Colonies became in-
extricably interwoven with the met-
ropolis. Thus capitalism became one
integrated world system. The un-
even and spasmodic development of
individual countries followed as an
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soon as the previous one has been inevitable result.2 Now the growth
harvested. Thus there is a wide range of agriculture or industry in any
of possible land uses: at one end of country of Asia, Africa or Latin
the spectrum the gap between the two America could no longer escape the
consecutive crops on a piece of land _ laws of imperialistic exploitation. 8

is as long as twenty or twenty-five It will not do to disregard this cru-
years, while at the other end it is cial element of the world paradigm
as short as just a few days. Accord- of the 20th century.
ing to Boserup, the actual pattern of I~ the words of Engels: 'If ...
land use at any time in a country techniques largely depend on the sta,te
depends not so much on the 'intrin- of science, science depends far more
sic' nature of the land in question, still on the State and the require-
as on the population pressure. In ments of technique. If society has a
short, the growth of population by technical need, that helps science
and large governs the intensity of forward more than ten universities.
lilnd uSie~ and of course tq'chnical The whole of hydrostatics (Torrecelli,
progress responds to the call of the etc.) was called forth by the neces-
circumstances. (This is her main sity for regulating the mountain
thesis. streams Of Italy in the sixteenth and

Aibstraction from thb secondary seventeeth centuries".4 But the co-
attributes of a phenomenon and con- lonial StalLe itself is an instrument of
centra.tion on its basic scaffolding the metropolis ; hence so is the tech-
have always been the primary tools nique, be it in agriculture or in
of all analytical efforts. But to iso- industry.
late individual phenomena, and cite Below we shall elaborate on this
individual cases without an attempt theme in some detail, with special
to connect them with the general reference to India. No doubt, this
picture of the whole economic struc- is a matter of paramount importance
ture and basic tendencies of the na- in the world today.
tional and international system in
general is essentially myopic and to
some extent misleading.

1. E. B~erup, The Conditions of
Agricultural Growth: The Econo-
mics of Agrarian change under Popu-
lation Pressure. London.

THE relation between population
growth and economic deve-

lopment, particularly agricultural de-
velopment, has been a matter of wide
controversy. The discussion now has
turned a full circle.

Nearly two centuries ago Malthus
said that population grows much fas-
ter than food supply. Hence sooner
or later pop/ulation would tend to
outstrip food supply, and eventually
it would be held in check by the li-
mit of agricultural production. In
spite of the refutation of the basic
premises of thia mechanical theory,
time and again the bourgeois neo-
Malthusians have used it as a diver-
sionary tactic in order to attribute
the abysmal poverty in Asia, Africa
and Latin America, to procreation.
The focus of attention is thus c1ever-
1y shifted to biology, away from the
underlying explosive political-econo-
mic factors.

In a recent study of Mrs Boserup, 1

the table is now turned. It is not
agricultural development which deter-
mines population, she argues. Rather
'the line of causation is exactly the
other way round: population growth
IS claimed to be a major factor that
controls agricultural growth.

To begin with, she discards the
time-honoured simplistic distinction
between cultivated and uncultivated
lands as such. FOr there are various
degrees of cultivation. Instead she
considers a continuum of intensities of
land use-ranging from (a) the ex-
treme case of truly virgin land, i.e.
land which is never cropped, through
(b) lands cropped at shorter and
shorter intervals, to (c) that type of
and in which a new crop is sown as



which forged a· sinister alliance
between the imperialists and the feu-
dal lords. The latter were not at all
interested in the expansion of output.
On the contrary, "food production is
deliberately limited to give the inter-
mediary the highest possible margin
of pfOlfit-which means preventing
any surplus of grain production." 5

Since the Second World War the
mode of imperialist exploitation is
taking a relatively subtle form ; neo-
colonialism is of course no less octo-
pus-like, even if less overt in some
places. Now they have realised,
belatedly though, that "what is im-
portant for the imperialist finance
capital ... is ... an increase in purcha-
sing power. An increase in the num-
ber of paupers does not broaden the
market." 0 Accordingly the neo-colo-
nies are being allowed a carefully de-
signed, restricted development. These
countries are nOw advised to concen-
trate on agriculture and a few 'old'
light consumer goods industries. If
any 'modern' heavy industry is per-
mitted as a grace or for tactical rea-
sons, it is kept fully in the firm grip
of metropolitan finance capital one
way or another.

The record of agriculture in the
two decades since the war, however,
is discouraging in at least two res-
pects. First of all, the growth of
output was not satisfactory. And
what is I1lore, the marketed food sur-
plus-Leo the amount of food surplus
released by farmers in the market for
absorption in the industrial sector-
continually declined as a proportion
of total output. The emperor at
Washington started scratching hiS
head. And as Engels had foreseen
it, science was once again pressed into

r.. C. Bettelheim,. India Indepen-
dent, p. 29. Al:;;ocf. "colonialist-feudal
oppression hindered the growth of the
productive fClI'cesin agriculture, which
in turn held back the evolution of
capitalism as a ·whole.' A.I. Lev-
kovsky, Capitalism in India: Basic
Trends in Its Development (Bombay,
1966), p. 270.

o . M. Kalecki, Theory of Economic
Dynamics (London, 1954). p. 161.
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service for the State. The result is
the "new technology" in agriculture
which has ushered in the so-called
"green revolution". Not surprisingly,
the new technology is precisely tailo-
red just to fit the imperialists. feudal
lords and the comprador bourgeoisie.

By its very nature the new techno-
logy needs an enormous capital in-
vestment in large-scale irrigation and
fertilisers. For example, the mas-
sive Mekong River development
scheme involving Laos, Cambodia,
South Vietnam and Thailand would
require an investment of Rs 1,500
crores which exceeds the sum total of
the entire net investment of all the
countries of South East Asia combi-
ned. These countries have to willy-
nilly mortgage themselves once again
to the finance capital of New York
and Tokyo-for one irrigation project
alone. . '

But that is only the beginning. In
the Philippines, for instance, ESSO
has become a major distributor of fer-
tilisers and chemicals. In India, the
International Minerals and Chemicals
Corporation together with the Stan-
dard Oil Company of CaIifo~nia has
built a fertiliser plant with an annual
capacity of 365,000 tons. Storage
silos, seed mul1iplication farms and
even integrated farm-to-retail farms
are just a few of the activities where
private U.S. resources 'are being har-
nessed to serve the Green Revolu-
tion. Ah, how wonderful is the
miracle of science and how faithful
the service of the green revolution to
imperialist finance capital !

Of course, the '',revolution'' has
some gifts for ,the kulaks and the
comprador bourgeoisie as well. The
cash requirement for adopting the new
technology is multiplied eleven times
as compared to that for cultivation by
traditional methods. If an average
farmer switches to the new techno-
logy. he invariably falls into the trap
of moneylenders, and gradually sinks
in the quicksand of indebtedness to
his ultimate ruin.

The main contention of Boserup is
that "the growth of population is a
major determinant of technical change
in agriculture". What we are trying

to establish here is that there is a no.
less (if not much. more) compelling;
factor, namely, ,imperialism. To fur-
ther explain this point, let us analyse
the portents of technical change in th~
Indian agriculture.

Small Farms
Many observers agree that the big

farmers of India are riding the crest
of the green revolution towards new
heights of affluence. But what about
the small farms? Will the:xgive way
to the march of big farmers armed
with the new technology?

After agriculture reaches a certam
stage of advancement the technical in-
feriority of small-scale farming vis-a
vis large-scale farming becomes all
the more pronounced. But what is
often forgotten is that "however irra-
tional his parceIlised economy may
be, no matter what waste of effort it
may lead to, he (the small peasant)
clings to it tightly, just as his wife
clings to her wretched household eco.•
nomy, which likewise produces infini-
tely miserable results with an enor-
mous expenditure of labour power.'"
"The stability of petty production in
agriculture does not depend in any
way on its technical rationality but on
the fact that the small peasants worle
harder than hired workers and.
reduce their usual necessities 'to II'
lower level than that of the latter,'"

'The technical advantage of large
farmillg, reinforced as it will be by
the new technology, is therefore un•.
likely to lead to the disintegration of
small farms. Indeed during the short
span of six years, between 1954-55
and 1960-61, ·the area under small
farms, less than 10 acres each,
increased by as much as 4 percentage
points, from 36 to 40 per cent of the
total agricultural land in India.

Interestingly, the kulaks actually
always welcome the 'peaceful co-exis-
tence' of a teeming multitude of im-

7. Lenin, "Capitalism in Agricul-
ture" in Collected Works, Vol. IV.

8. Lenin, "The Agrarian Question",
ibid. Emphasis added. See also Lenin,
The Development of Capitalism in
Russia, Preface to the first edition.



poverished small cultivators QU the
fringe of prosperous capitalist farms,
simply because the former are an
excellent hothouse fo[ cheap labour
supply. World history abounds with
supporting evidence for this.ll

Now let us tum to the mediuw-size
farms. These seem to be the most
vulnerable 101.10 They engage pro-
portionately !D0re hired labour, but
the income per acre is definitely lower
than in a small farm. 11 On the other
hand, they do not have the sufficient
strength of sheer size of land area
unlike the large farms. It is difficult
to give an arithmetical figure {Or the
size of land which consitutes what is
called a medium-size farm; for it
depends on the soil conditions, irriga--
tion facilities land crops.Nevertheless,
amply suggestive is the fact that consi-
dering all crops at an all-India level
(1956-1957) the per acre farm in-
C0me is found to be a W-shaped curve
with reference to farm size. The first
lowest point of this W occurs at the
farm size of 15 acres.12 Hence a

9 "It would not even be advanta-
geoos for the big landlords to force
out the small proprietors completely:
the latter provide them with hand ...
The landowners and capitalists frequ-
ently pass laws that artificially main-
tain the small peasantry". Lenin, "The
Agrarian Question", op. cit.

10. Lenin, "The Agrarian Question
end the "Critics of Marx" Collected
Wroks, Veil. V, specially pp. 194-205.

11 • Weare referring to what is
called "farm business income" which
is gross of the farm-produced inputs
like family labour, cwned land and
fann-produced capital goods.

12. The next lowest point occurs at
50 acres. See A. M. Khusro (ed.),
Readings in Agricultural Development
(BCIlnbaY, 1968). p. 136.
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farm of roughly 10-20 acr~ can be
said to be of medium size, unless the
curve is drastically affected by the
impact of the new technology. Farms
of this size are going to fall victim to
rapid technical progress in the years
ahead. \

Alternative
One may, of course, quite rightly

ask: from purely technical point of
view is there any other way of increa-
sing agricultural production than the
technology of "the new strategy" ~
The answer is an absolute yes, speci-
ally in the Indian context.

After two decades of planning not
more than one-fifth of the gross crop-
ped area has been brought under irri-
gation. And what is worse, as a rule,
the strong, the powerful, the well-
connected, the local bullies, that is to
say, the kulaks dominate the use of
irrigation water. They get water first
and they tend to take as much of it
as they please. Only after they are
sati~fied do they permit the mass of
ordinary, weak, petty cultivators to

.have access to it. The mass of or-
dinary, small cultivators therefore
have no assuraJ).ce of getting water
when and where they need it most.
No wonder, at most 15 per cent of
the agricultural land is used for mul-
tiple crops, while irrigation water is
available to nearly 20 per cent of the
land.

Production would definitely rise
even it' the existing water supply is
more efficiently utilised. It would
rise even further if only more land
is effectively brought under irrigation.
And that would not be as expensive
as "the new strategy". But that
would not equally serve the vested
interests of the ruling classes either.

To sum up, the history Of India's
agriculture in the last hundred years
is a product of British imperialism
and more recently U.S. imperialism,
tempered with the compulsions of
population growth, of course. And
unless India shoots its way out of the
imperialist axis, the future pattern of
its agricultural growth cannot be in-
dependent of the vested interests of
imperialism and its allies.

Pale Suspense
MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY

NISHACHAR begins, as common-
place crime-thrillers do, with

dark streets, creaking window-'Panes
and murderous shrieks. We all
know in a minute that a merciless
killer is stalking the city. The sus-
pense is short-lived and the identity
of the killer is revealed before the
lfirst reel is ended. It is one of those
cases of good turned bad by social
inj~stice, the most common raison
d'etre of our screen criminals. This
one has his moments of confessions
during his frequent jaunts in the bro-
thel and when he has had one drop
too much we are grilled with a fu11-
length tearjerking flashback sequence.
There is also one sub-plot with an-
other crook planning to murder a girl
in order to get hold of her property
and these two criminals are pitted
against each other and finally, as law
would have it, both of them are duly
brought to book. \The mystery is ra-
ther: paUid and the film is without
pace and excitement and the artistes
vie with each other in their bouts of
howling.

In Airport we have the stock situa-
tion, the mental post-mortem of a
group of people with diverse tempe-
raments locked up in a place by some
extraneous emergency or crisis. In
this case, a terrible blizzard plays
havoc with a big air terminal and we
meet a host of characters each baviitg
a story to tell. In fact, this surfeit
of sub-plots-which spoiled the novel
also-have done damage to the film's
structure, for a11these stories flow in
different directions without converging
into a common pool. Big names
crowd the screen, but the characters
lare mostly drawn like papier mache
figures and the performers do not feel
their roles but just mouth the lines.
It is apparent that much dry crafts-
manship has gone into the produc-
tion, yet somehow the film has tbe
impersonal look of the biblicall block-
busters with the jets and jumbos tak-
ing the place of the horses and
chariots.
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U.S.-organised, trained, equippoo
and commanded puppet army agai
the South Vietnamese people's stru
gle for liberation. ,The "special wac
having failed, the U.S. made D
feverish preparations-the predat
,and fallacious moves in this conn
tion have been fully disclosed in r
cent press reports of the Pentagon
"secret documents" -and in 196i
they waged the "local war" by CO~
mitting U.S. troops to South VietnaM
to assume a, direct role in fighting and
sending planes for systematic attack
against the Democratic Republic 0
Vietn.m. lin Ithis war, !the ,u.S.
brought to South Vietnam more than
half a million U.S. troops and nearly
one hundred thousand troops of i
satellite countries ,and used all kin
of modern weapons and war meaD9'
with the only exception of nucleilf
weapons. They have committed ex-
tremely ~a,vage crimes against the
South Vietnamese people and showe-
red millions Of tons of bombs 0
North Vietnam. But they have beeD..
unable to prevent the Vietnamese
people's resistance war from develo~
ing vigorously. In 1968, they we
compelled to stop the war of destruc-
tion against North Vietnam and agree
to attend the Paris Conference 0
Vietnam with the participation of ~
South Vietnam National Front for
Liberation. These events marked a
very serious defeat of the U.S. im-
periaHsts in their policy of aggression
in Vietnam.

The Nixon administration has been.
over the past two and a half yean
carrying out the "Vietnamization"
plan to -prolong its war of .aggression
in South Vietnam, extend the war to
Cambodia and Laos, thus committing
\IDore savage crimes against the
Indochinese peoples. The U.S. w
expenditure in Vietnam now reaches..
200 billion dollars and the amount
of U.S. explosives used in Indochina
exceeds ten and a half million tons,
more than the 'total tonnage used in
the two world wars.

The U.S. policy of
against Vietnam provides the most
tangible evidence of the reactionary,.
bellicose and cruel nature of U.S. im-

they are not integrated into a story,
but remain only as awkward show-
pieces of special-effect magic. There
is no dearth of flaymboyant drama,
nOr is romance missing, but nothing
holds together, nothing goes into the
heart.

But world developments have take·n
place contrary to the U.S. imperia-
lists' expectations. The socialist
countries with a, population of more
than one thousand millioIli which
have grown up constantly and possess
modern defem:-e potentials are what
commands respect from the U.S. The
national liberation movement has
been surging up like tidal waves. A
series of countries have regained their
independence and have joined the
anti-imperialist forces.

The struggles of the working class
and other labouring people in the capi-
talist countries continue to grow day
by da,y, striking direct blows at the
imperialists from within. These three
great currents have been on the vigor-
ous and continual offensive, striking
at U.S. imperialism and its followers
from many directions, weakening
them step by step, curbing their capa-
bility for actions, and causing them
many a serious defeat.

The U.S. imperialists refuse to re-
nounce their aggressive design to
obtain world hegemony, but on
account of the balance of forces un-
favourable to them, they have no
option but to change the way of
carrying out that scheme. Ln the
1960s, they set forth the "flexible
response" strategy and made prepara-
tions for three different kinds of war :
"tota.l war" against the socialist camp,
"local war" and "special war" against
the movement for nationaJ liberation.

Vietnam is a place where the U.S.
imperialists have focussed on waging
the various fOrms of the coloniaHst
war for more than a decade. They
launched the "special war", using the

When the cavemen are menaced
by elemental furies or threatened by
the marauding beasts in When DifW-
saurs Ruled The World the effect is
one of belly-laughs, not h~rror be-
cause all these ,tricks do not mean
much, for the si1llple reason that
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-The Nixon administration's nega-
tive attitude towards the ... seven-
point peace initiative and the hectic
intensification by the U.S. aggressors
of their military activities in Vietnam
and other parts of Indochina have laid
bare the U.S. government's stubborn
stand in ,refusing to end the war and
to settle the South Vietnam problem
by peaceful means. This reveals
Nixon's wicked design to continue his
Vietnamization plan aimed ,at prolon-
ging the war of aggression and mate-
rialising U.S. neo-coloniaHsm in South
Vietnam as well as in Laos and
Cambodia.

Nixon's policy of aggression in
Vietnam and Indochina as a whole has
once again demonstrated the extre-
mely reactionary, bellicose, cruel and
dangerous nature of U.S. imperialism
and its frenzied design to oppose the
nations. Over' the past two decades,
the U.S. imperialists have met with
stinging defeats, yet, their reactio-
nary nature remains unchanged.

Mter World War II, U.S. imperia-
lism has become the centre of world
reaction. They regard themselves
... as "the world leader", (l,nd they
worked out a global strategy intended
to enslave other nations and to gain
world hegemony. For them, the so...
cialist countries constitute the biggest
obstacle and hence, the main target
of the various U.S. strategies. For
many years during the postwar period,
tha.t strategy was boastfully called
"the balance brinksmanship" , "mass
retaliation" whi<..hall spelled out the
U.S. imperialists' reckless intention to
kindle a new world war to do away
with the socialist countries.

~Clippings
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of Asia, Africa and Latin America
who account for the greater part of
mankind and are opposing the U.S.-
led imperialists and colonialists, for
self-liberation and for a life free from
want and care? How can Nixon fool
hundreds of millions of workers and
labouring people in the United States
and other capitalist countries into
giving up their struggle against re-
pression and exploitation? Definitely
impossible, one hundred per cent im-
possible!

By their staunch struggle, the Viet-
namese' people are defeating the
"Vietnamization" plan, the 'first off-
spring of the "Nixon doctrine". Viet-
nam's victories show that the - U.S.
imperialists' forces are limited, and
point to their irremediable weak
points. By smashing the myths about
the "invincibility" and "unlimited
force" of the U.S. in the military and
economic fields, the Vietnamese peo-
ple have proved the truth of a small
nation being capable of defeating the
U .S. imperiali~s' ,aggression on her
own soil.

The great successes of the Viet-
namese people and the other Indo-
chinse peoples, ,the vigorous deve-
lopment of the protest movement of
the American people and the people
in other countrie~ against Nixon's war
prolongation in the world are the
heavy defeats Nixon has suffered
since his advent to power. These are
also obvious proofs of the complete
bankruptcy of the "Nixon doctrine".

Stubborn by nature, the U.S. im-
perialists would certainly resort to
other peJ;fidious manoeuvres to op-
pose various nations. But the might-
iest now are the revolutionary forces
and the world's people, and not the
U.S. imperialists and the moribund
counter-revolutionaries. By streng-
thening their unity, heightening their
vigilance and stepping up their strug-
~le, ~he worl.k!'s people will sw;ely
foil all the aggressive and war provo-
cative plans of the U.S. imperialists
and their divisive and misleading
manoeuvres, hence, further weaken-
ing them and hastening their dooms-
day.

Justice is on the side of the Vict-

Senator and Vice-President, he always
proved to be >3J frenzied anti-commu-
nist, advocating the settlement of in-
ternational problems by ·'force".
In the 1968' Presidential election cam-
paign, he ,took the upper hand only be·
cause he profited from the U.S.
failure in Vietnam and promised to
stop the war if elected. The "Nixon
doctrine", the present global strategy
of the U.S. imperialists, is a product
of a series of U.S. failures in Vietnam
and elsewhere, >3J reflection of the new
balance of forces in the world which
is becoming more and more unfavour-
able for U.S. jOJperialism. It is also
a blind ,and desperate effort of the
U.S. imperialists to get out of the
position of failure, deterioration and
isolaJtion, and to continue opposing
the world's people.

With "Nixon doctrine", the U.S.
imperialists' attempt Ito counter the
three revolutionary currents now con-
tinually surging against them. This
"doctrme" alms at sowing discord
among !he socialist countries and car-
rying out "peaceful evo~ution" to
rehabilitate capitalism here. Towards
the nations now struggling for libera-
tion, this "doctrine" is intended to
mobilize all the reactionary forces
against the revoluti,onary forces to
achieve a compromise between big
powers in an attempt to a'rrange the
affairs of small countries. This "doc-
trine" is also designed to deceive the
working class and peace movement
in the capitalist countries in order to
carry out plans of wal~provocation
and exploitation.

The "Nixon doctrine" is a very
dangerous and sinister one. In the
present situation, however, the U.S.
imperialists decidedly can never ma-
terialize their dark designs. No re-
actionary force in the world can
impede the various advance of the
world's people, of the three revolu-
tionary currents and of the logical
development of history. How can
Nixon divide the peoples of the so-
cialist countries who share the com-
mon ideal of communism and con-
duct the common struggle ,against
imperialism? How can Nixon hold
back the great struggle of the peoples

'alism, of the new global strategy
the U.S. known as the ':'Ilixon doc-

trine". While making wars and kill-
mg people in other countries in an
iittempt to enslave them, the Nixon
ilOministration has appli~d downright
terrorism at home strangling the Ame-
rican people's democratic liberties

aspirations for peace. It takes
t overt racist policy repressing and
~g black people in the U.S. It had
progressive Americans assassinated.
It cracks down and imprisons tens of
thousands of Americans ... only be-
cause they urge an end to the Viet-
nam war. To make <aggressionagainst
other nations and repress the people
at home are the two aspects of the
policy of state monopoly capitalism
i1l the United States.

The policy shows the utterly reac-
i&nary and bellicose nature of U.S.

imperialism, the international gendar-
me, the most dangerous enemy of the
world's people. Since the balance of
forces in the world at present has
changed in favour of the revolution-
ary forces and in disfavour of the
U.S. imperialists and the reactionary
forces, that policy has met with heavy
failures in Vietnam and elsewhere in
the world and been strongly opposed
by the world's people. The defeats
suffered by the U.S. in its war of
aggression in Vietnam have further
exposed and aggravated the existing
contradictions and difficulties in the
lpCiety of th~ imperialist United
States. The U.S. economy began
dropping in 1965, entered into a crisis
in 1969 and so far still fails to ex-
tricate itself therefrom. The imba-
lance of payments, the devalution of
the U.S. dollar, the reduction of gold
resene. the increase of living costs,
etc. art continuing. Social crimes and
ilfs increase rapidly. Recently nar-
cotics addiction has spread far and
wide, particularly among U.S. troops.
Disunity oevelops among the various
sections of ,the American people, SO

does disconwnt and tiredness among
the young generation, which is erod-
ing the U.S. society.

Richard Nixon is the worst anti-
COmmunist, bellicose and reactionary
person. In more than 20 years as



namese people who have always ad-
hered to their correct stand as defined
in the overall ten-point solution, the
eight-point elaborations and the seven-
point proposal of July 1st. This is
••• good way for the Nixon adminis-
tration to get out of the war in safety
and honour. So long as the U.S.
imperialists continue their aggression,
the Vietnamese people will still per-
sist in their fight.

For the independence and freedom
of the Fa·therland and for their noble
internationalist duty, the Vietnamese
people determined to act upon Presi-
dent Ho Chi Minh's sacred Testa-
ment by uniting as one, promoting the
revolutionary heroism and persisting
in and stepping u.p the great resis-
tance against U.S. aggression for na-
tiona·l salvation, till find victory. En-
joying the sympathy, support and great.
:assis-tanceof the peoples of the other
socialist countries and the progressive
people in all continents, including the
progressive people in the United
States, we will defeat the U.S. ag-
gressors,-the enemy number one of
the Vietnamese people and of the
world people as well." (Nhan Dan,
central organ of the North Viet-
namese Workers' Party.)

Letters

Poets Arrested
On August 2 the Andhra Pradesh

Government arrested three prominent
Telugu poets, Jwalamukhi, Chera-
banda Raju and Nikhileswar. They
are the Organising Secretary, Finance
Secretary, and Executive Member of
the Revolutionary Writers' Association.
The police had raided their houses in
March but nothing incriminating was
found. Still they have cracked
down on them. The three
writers have been arrested un-
der the Maintainance of Internal
Security Ordinance 71 (under Section
3, Sub-clause (2) (c), which the
Government had claimed, would be
used only against anti-social elements.

M. T. KHAN
Members RWA, Hyderabad
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A Challenge
Will there be a war? The armed

forces have been clearing the barrels
of their guns, waiting for the word
GO. From whom will the order
come? The Russians. At least the
Director of the Indian Ins·titute of De-
fence Studies and Analysis implied sO
in a recent article in the Amrha
Bazar patrika.

Who would benefit from another
Indo-Pakistan waT? We are quot-
ing a few excerpts from this book.

Inthe 1965 war U.S. Sherman
tanks of the Indian Army battled US
PaHon tanks of the Pakistan Army.
At the outbreak' of war, IAF had
been supplied with 220 British jet
fighters and 68 British jet bombers,
which together represented India's
air attack force. Britain had supplied
50 Canberra· bombers to Pakistan,
which represented 25% of its entire
air force. India also fought the war
/With one .armoured division equit>-
ped with Centurions. With the ex-
ception of one submarine, which had
been supplied to Pakistan by the
United Sta\tes both countries" naval
ships were of British origin. Pakis--
ranis were transported to the front
in C-130B Hercules planes to fight
Indians who had been transported to
the front in both C- 119s and C-4 7s,
all American built. (IThis is not to
imply that other nations' equipment
was not used. French, British and
Soviet la['ms·~.were also conspicuous
by their presence). )Soon at1ter !the
cease-'fire Indians began to get addi-
tional equipment from Britain and
the Soviet Union-countries that lifted
their embargoes the moment the fir-
ing stopped. The United States, how-
ever, maintained a total embargo On
both countries until February 1966
when the suspension was lifted to
allow the purchase of 'non-lethal
spare parts and end items'. Every-
one in the arms business knows that
non-lethal items-gasoline, tyres, elec-
tronic gear and so on-activate the
lethal items-guns, bombs, tanks,
m~siles and jets.

To be vociferous against U.S. mili-
tary aid to Pakistan is good. But

not to speak
U.S. military aid
lent. ,

In 1963 the U.S.
shipped to India a complete ammu"
nition factory consisting of two hi~
speed assembly lines capable of pr0.-
ducing several million rounds of am--
munition daily in sizes ranging from
7.62mm to 20mm. Britain has doac
much the same thing. It has ea-
couraged its own large chemical firm,
the Imperial Chemical' Industries
(ICI), to set up munition factories
around the world.
No wonder the ICI with its explosive

factory at Kanpur can afford to close
down the paint factory in Tiljala and
lease the vacant building to the
CRP.

In August 1965, just before the
Pakistan-India war (but following the
Rann of Kutch (imbroglio), InQ.Hj
placed an order with Merex AG of
Bonn for 28 Seahawk Mk J 00s and
101s, obsolete subsonic jet fighter--
bombers of British manufacture that
had been used by the Luftwaffe.
Came the embargo at the outbreak
Of fighting. In June J 966, however~
nine months after th~ cease-fire, Bonn
gave Merex permission to sell the jets
to an Italian fum. Tirrena S.P.
on the understanding that the jets
would not be resold to a third party
Merex reportedly bought the je
for $625,000 and agreed to sell them
for $875,000. The twenty-eight Sea~
hawks were loaded at the obscure
north German port of Nordenham
On to a' Merex-leased freighter. Th~
boat went to the Mediterranean and
passed through Italian waters but diel
not stop at any port. Instead, it
headed for the Suez Canal and from
there continued On to India. On its
way, it passed a sister ship, also
leased by Merex, which was headed,
first, to Pakistan to deliver a cargo of
Cobra anti-tank rockets and other ar~
maments and second to Saudi Arabia
to deliver a batch of surplus Bundes.
wehr weapons. (See The War Busi-
ness; The International Trade in Ar~
maments by George Thayer anti
published by Simon and Schuster.)

Soviet aid to India was prompted
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principled stand?
During the Bangladesh tragedy, the

Chinese statements did lay more
stress on the "neutral" Delhi's com-
prador role in the whole affair. Peking
did so because it has afar more sharp
Marnist £oresight to analyse the
matter within the global perspective
\0£ anti-imperialis.t strugigllle. EJQpe-
rience shows that Islamabad's mem-
bership of CENTO and SEATO has
been, in the main, prompted not by
the motive of aiding and abetting im-
perialist or armed intervention against
other fighting countries but by that
of equipping itself militarily against
India and above all for suppressing
its own popular struggles. In foreign
affairs she is only a sleeping partner
so to say. But Indian armed inter-
vention hands in gloves with Kremlin
and London agaimt the Ceylonese
revolt has proved irrefutably that
New Delhi has undergone a metamor-
phosis and is the main lever of im-
perialism in South Asia in overturn-
in~ liberation struggles in this region.
China's stress is meant to expose this
reality.

"Mao is disarming the revolutionary
forces of Bangladesh" is a ridiculous
assertion. In fact a huge portion of
the potentially revolutionary forces--
about half a crore peasants and petty
bourgeoisiie--instead of becoming
guerillas, have fled to India.

For the enlightenment of Mr Kar
who sees "pragmatism'" in Mao's
stand on the question of the struggle
of Bangladesh for autonomy (now for
secession), the six points have no
anti-imperialist content but harp only
on Bengali nationalism.

It is clear that in the present world
situation tiny states. cannot keep them-
selves really free of the influence of
super-powers. Moreover larger states
are economically more expedient for
class stuggle. East Bengal's demand
for autonomy within Pakistan was
definitely just and legitimate and
when found necessary armed guerilla
struggle should have been launched
by the peasants against imperialism
and the bourgeois-landlord puppet
Yahya Government for winning 2Uto-
nomy, not separation. ANALYST

Calcutta

of contradictions in the enemy camp,
by socialist countries, which is a must,
as long as capitalism flourishes in
large parts of the world. The Soviet-
German Non_Aggression Pact was an
examples of this tactic which divid-
ed the capitalist camp into two, the
larger part joining hands with the
USSR. Marxists m~st not judge any-
thing from a huckster point of view
but from longterm world perspectives.

Normal State relation under peace-
ful co-existence demands state non-
interference in others' internal affairs,
howsoever reactionary they may be.
No doubt we would have been glad
had China, like the Kremlin, shed
crocodile tears about East Bengal.
Will Mr Kar deny that Kremlin's open
military aid to the Bandaranaike
Government for suppressing the re-
cent popular revolt was gross coynter-
revolutionary interference in the in-
ternal affairs of Ceylon? And whose
bombers, guns and rocket-launchers
did Yahya use against the East Ben-
gali people? Were not many of them
marked "Made in the USSR?"

I t is clear to even the common man
that a military triangle h9-5been form-
ed jo:ning, Washington, Moscow and
New Delhi, directed against China,
the only centre of world revolution.
In order to meet the threat posed by
the Trimurti, China needs more res-
pite and a split in the triangle in her
favour. This is the whole strategic
world aim of China conforming to
the needs of world revolution, which
should never be jeopardised by open
support to East Bengal's Awami Lea-
gue-led uprising (it is impossible for
the bourgeoisie of any country to
head real people's wars for libera-
tI'on), against Islamabad with which
China has normal relations. Libera-
tion of the people of East Bengal de-
pends on the toiling people there.

Normal state relations with
the USA have been precon-
ditioned by two vital things
as declared by China: evacuation of
Taiwan by U.S. troops i.e. non-in-
terference in the internal affairs of
China, and U.S. withdrawal from the
whole of Indochina which would
spell real peace for South Asia. Are
these not enou?;h proof of . China's

SAMAR BOSE
Calcutta

"A Good American"

If one ha~ to accept Mr Kar's
charges (July 3]) at their face value,
poe should describe the Stalin-Molo-
tov-Ribben'trop meeting which con-
cluded the Soviet-German Non-
Aggression Pact, Camp David and
Glassboro real "moneymoons". In-
deed the last two were so. The gross
Khrushchevite distortion of the Len-
inist principle of peaceful co-existence,
it seems, compounded Mr Kar's con-
fusion to such a degree that his po-
litical vision is blurred and he mixes
state relations between countries of
the two systems with relations on
Party and popular levels. Secondldy
he forgets the question of tactical use

· large measure by its desire to off-
set the Chinese. The first transac-

on involving military equipment took
place in 1960. In an arms deal
valued at $31.5 million, India re-
ceived a small quantity of Soviet

ansport planes, helicopters and com-
munications equipment. At this point

.appeared that the Soviets were more
interested in countering U.S. aid to
Pakistan and in converting it to a
more pro-Moscow stance.

But after October 1962, ... Moscow
supplied India with additional equip-

)Dent, mostly helicopters and jet figh-
ters. By 1964 Soviet aid had been
increased to include such items as
$42 million SA-2 missile complex,

are jet aircraft and tanks and the
onstruction Of a factory to produce

¥IG-21s.
When are we going to stop buying

their arms in lieu of our hides?
When arc we going to stop support-
tng or fighting a war that would be
detrimental to our very interests?

IThe Indian Army is training refu~
gees to raise a 100,000-strong 'mili-
tia'-armed to the teeth. The militia
is operating in East Bengal. ,

When will our intellectuals (Fron-
tier readers are generally so) drop
their slavish role and speak out against
Wll'f? Who dares to take up the
challenge?
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