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SHRI Bagaram Tulpule is going to be the General Manager of the
Durgapur Steel Plant. He is a trade union man, and unlike out

Presildent V. V. Giri,2n active one, being the vice-president of the Hint£:
Mazdoor Sabha. He' is therefore the lfirst trade unionist who with
fangs on has been taken by the Establishment to its bosom. Hindust
Steel Limited, the giant steel firm with international ranking, will also be
ornamented with two worker directors. Bold dramatics.

The appointment of Shri Tulpule has already elicited warm felicita
tions from the INTUC, whom the CPI has certified as the progressive
force of the bourgeoisie, and acerbity from the CPM. The DSP happ
to be the arena where the CPM-controlled union, enjoying the majorit
0'£ workers' support, has been fighting the INTUC ever since the pI
started. So Shri Tulpule must be knowing, as everyone knows, wher~
he stands. There would not be many either who will feel curious
know how the union man manages the DSP; even though he may ha\ e
a work style different from the impossible Major Wadera's, he being a
visiting lecturer in the HY'derabad Staff College ,and additionally having
a psychology-teaching wife.

What ails Durgapur, wrote Major Wadera, a major who loved to
write articles for workers and piiblish them every fortnight in beautiful
offset covers. Major Wadera however never knew. He could n
understand why the damn those 30,000 workers, given the highest wagef,
for a worker in the country, living in a prestigious steel plant and towlk
ship, should not work. The ,plant which has a rated capacity of I.
million tonnes a ye2r and can be expanded to 3.4 million tonnes, has bee
producing 0.80 million. In 1970-71, 0.69 million. Why, Major Wade
used to ask. Basic raw materials like iron ore, limestone, 'ferrous scrap
were no problem ; these were available within the country in plenty.
Demand for steel has been oppressive, and its non~availability b
stunted the industrial growth of the country. The' workers were
trained. Why then the absurdly low output ~ The workers, of course,
wailed Major Wadera, and systematically echoed the industriaJ pundits
all over the country. The workers, who were BengaJi who, Indian
sociologists inclu.ding Bengali ones say, talk more than work, quarrel more
than talk and quarrel more in factories and offices than in their homes.
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China And The UN
Long before the United Nations

began the debate on the China ques-
tion, it .was clear that Peking will get
its berth in the world body. But
even then few could foresee the pique
and passion in the final voting and
its radical fall-out surprised quite a
few. Washington had belatedly rea-
lised the futility of the DuUesian po-
licy on China and the need to be in
a position to communicate with Pe·

where else in the country. The hill
people and the tribes are suspicious
of the people of the plains ; they fear
that they will not be able to lead
their own life if they do not sever
their ties with the plains people. This
fear is rooted in their experience of
years of economic exploitation and
political domination by the people of
the plains. To an extent, this is a
common feeling among tribals all over
the country, and that is why the tri-
bal areas are comparatively restive.
Some of the tribes in Assam have
grown so bitter that they want to go
out of not only the State but also the
Union; the secessionist trends in Naga
and Mizo lands have their origin in
this feeling. The tribal areas are
wide 'apart, and the tribals are divided

, amongst themselves by clan rivalries ;
both come in the way of the creation
df a single, viable tribal State. In
this baflling complex of situations, the
Centre had a vital interest to safe-
guard. Assam's geographical posi-
tion precludes fragmentation of the
State ; it needs a single authority in
command. The recipes tried by the
Centre sO fa.r have these twin aims of
granting measured doses of autonomy
to the linguistic and ethnic groups
and of preserving the administrative
unity of the region. The latest for-
mula is no exception. Like its pre-
decessors, it also slurs over the basic
issue that the stability of the region
depends upon the willing cooperation
of the hill people and the tribals to
earn which a lot needs to be done
and also undone.

effect to on the eve of the Assembly
elections in the region. The political
motivation is too g}aring to be ig-
nored, though the benefits the ruling
party may reap are bound to be
transitory. Between the promise and
the fulfilment the original proposal
has undergone drastic modifications.
The Centre has yielded to the united
opposition to its original proposal to
convert the projected north-eastern
council into 'a super-Cabinet and to
vest the common Governor of the re-
gion with authority to enforce the
council's decisions on the constituent
units. The' council and the common
Governor are expected to ensure that
the units do not pull in contrary direc-
tions and a unity of approach is
maintained in matters of common
concern. With their wings clipped,
they are unlikely to be equal to this
task. The dismal end to which the
zonal councils formed after the re-
organisation of States have come
awaits the proposed north-east 1;oun-

I cil also. Even this whittled-down
'~cheme is not acceptable to aU the
units. Nagaland continues to be
intransigent, but the Government
seems to have dec~ded to ignore its
objections.

The basic problem at the north-
east region is that more conflicting
forces are at work there than any-

The CPM-Ied union should not be 2
bar to that experiment, its political
ideology at the time and Jor a long
time to come, being no deterrent to
capitalist growth. The CPM unions
elsewhere are doing it lfine in. other
industries, helping the bourgeoisie to
go from strength to strength. If the
DSP management can shake of its un-
due fear of the revolutionary glands
of its workers, Shri Tulpule and his
colleague directors can bring off the
eighth wonder of the Indian industry,
a profit-earning DSP, even if he and
his directors be some Trojan horses for
revolutionary workers.

Once again the Government of
India has decided to resort to carto-
graphic surgery to give the north-east
region a look of quiet harmony. It
is difficult to s'ayyow many times the
map of the area has been re-drawn

:.since independence. The process has
been interminable, and each change
has raisd a fresh crop of controversies
.anJ demands that have refused to be
muted till another change has been
promised. Obviously, New Delhi's
recipes failed to satisfy the different
linguistic and ethnic groups inhabiting
the region, and it is unlikely that the
latest poposal will succeed where its
predecessors have failed. The peo-
ple not only of the north~east region,
but of the whole country know that
the Government understands only the
language of pressure, backed where
necessary by varying degrees Of vio-
lence, that all its r~soluteness melts
away if a determined body Of people
can become adequately noisome over
a demand, however unjustifiable and
ebsurd. They.know that what..J>asses
as government policy is, in fact, an
amalgam of impromptu responses to
developing situations.

The latest scheme of reorganisation
has been on the anvil for nearly a
year. What had been proposed a
few months before the mid-term par-
liamentary poll is likely to be given

Shri Tulpule however should know.
The management had not, to start
with, recognised the majority union.
Later, after being forced to grant re-
.wgnition, they have been seeking to
meak it up, by laying off and re-
trenching workers, killing union lea-
dersand portraying them as saboteurs.
They have kept machines idle for
days, delayed repairing tools and
equipment, sometimes destroyed the
machines through -artful devices.
What can Shri Tulpule and other
werker directors do? Will they be
able to free the DSP from the feu-
dal clutches of lo(,al landlord leaders
and cond~ct it on lfirm capitalist lines?



king, but that without compromising
on the thorny question of Taiwan.
The U.S. panacea was the resolution
that would give Peking the permanent
seat in the Security Council, but at
the same time maintain one for Taiwan
in the General Assembly. However,
the General Assembly scotched U.S.
hopes and adopted the harsher Al-
banian resolution that voted China in
and Taiwan out.

The voting itself was interesting.
None had any doubt about the minds
of Britain, France and Canada who
had earlier fallen out with the U.S. on
the China issue ; their sentiment was
moved more by the mundane possi-
bilities of a big market than a pro-red
fervour. But even Portugal and Is-
rael this time betrayed _ their master
and voted for the Albanian resolution.
Their cue was taken by many others.
These powers have 2pparently rea-
lised that while they have no reason
for not recognising China, they
have many reasons for doing so and
for these the nationalists in Taiwan
can be dispensed with.

Peking has proved to be a consu-
mmate dialectician in its dealings with
the U.S. as in other cases concerning
foreign relations. It had stated fre-
quently that jt was ready to negotiate
on the UN question but refused to
put up with Taiwan. Naturally the
UN decision will add to the Chinese
confidence.

China's entry into the UN may
rip apart the present concentration
around the two big powers in the
world body and disturb the status
quo that the two have maintained so
long. In the immediate aftermath
of the Cultural Revolution the Chinese
communists are eager to befriend as
many Third World nations as
possible and put paid the
effort by her two principal adver-
saries to isol'ilte them. And in so
doing they will take advantage of the
contradictions between the U.S. and
its allies and, perhaps more important
at the moment, the contradictions
between Washington and Moscow. In
this, the UN will be a very useful tool
in their hands.
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Japan-Taiwan

When Emperor Hirohito decided to
visit some European countries, he
was clearly taking some risk. In
every capital tight security arrange-
ments were made ; still he could not
avoid seeing that bitter memories of
the Second World War had not di~
down. In one place the windscreen
of his limousine was hit by a stone
and in another a coat was flung at
him. ,

Undeterred, the Japanese mo-
nopoly capital is again taking the
country toward "co-prosperity". (See
'The Rising Sun Again' elsewhere in
this issue.) The Sato Cabinet is re-
viving militar\sm 'and the appeal oE
the right with the ultimate aim of
establishing control over the non-so-
cialist countries. In the past the
Chinese suffered most from Japanese
imperialism; .today they have taken
it upon themselves to make the world
aware how the zaibatsu-a combine of
big industrial giants-is steadily spread-
ing its wings to bring the developing
economies under its control. The
phenomenal growth of the Japanese
economy during the postwar years
has been made possible by ,the syste-
matic prospecting and exploitation of
the natural resources of other coun-
tries and selling 'finished goods abroad.
Wages in Japan are kept at an unbe-
,lievably low - level so Jhat internal
consumption accounts for an insigni-
ficant portion of total production. In
the circumstances, the unusually high
growth rate can be mainta,ined by hav-
ing a lion's share of the world's an-
nual raw material extracts, dumping
goods on foreign markets to the detri-
ment of local industries and exporting
capital in 'a, big way. No less than
one-third of Japanese exports go to
South-East Asian countries. Tokyo
estimates that the South-East Asian
market will be worth $37,400 million
by 1975, but considering the protec-
tionism in U.S. trade policy every at-
tempt will be made to sell more in
,this region than the present projection.

Peking has cited quite 'a, few ins-
tances to show how Japanese econo-

mic machinations are crippling dev&-
loping economies. Thailand now owes
to Japan more than its total foreign
exchange reserves ; Tokyo is now the
prime investor in the Philippines and
Thailand; and it enjoys a very fa•.
vourable trade balance with· all
Asian countries producing raw mate-
rials. ~t Tokyo's operations in
Taiwan and South Korea are of the
greatest concern to Peking. Huge
Japanese investments in these two
countries cannot be explained. in
merely economic terms; they have
also been included- within Japan's
defence perimeter. The Chinese have
noted that the Japanese openly put
forth two years ago the slogan 'with
economics as the lead and the armed
forces as the backing'. In energeti-
cally carrying out economic expansion
in China's Taiwan province, Japanese
monopoly capital aims at turning
Taiwan into a Japanese colony and
re-occupying it. More than ~'ny
other factor, Japan's presence in Tai-
wan stands in the way of the pro-
vince's eventual reintegration with the
mainland.
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to impose a ceasefire for about two
weeks. Anything more would be dif-
ficult. If at lez,st eight Banglapesh
districts come under -effective control
of the Mukti Bahini as a by-product
of a conflict, India would extend re-
cognition to the Bangl:desh govern-
ment. A number of socialist coun-
tries, it is supposed, will follow India
to recognise Bangladesh.

The Soviet equivocation on the
issue continues. On one side they are
proc;aiming indirectly their support to
Indi:.'s public position while they are
quietly working for a political settle-
ment within the framework of Pakis-
tan. Mr Firyubin, it is said, has
tried to make it known to the Mujib-
n:gar leadership which looks to So-
viet help that he could mediate to
secure the release of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman towards a political solution
if the le:dership agreed to a settle-
ment within Pakistan. New Delhi
cannot take exception to such med,ia-
tion by Mr Firyubin because in the
case of U. Thant's offer, India, has
taken the position that he was wel-
come to mediate between the Bangla- -
desh lezdership and the rulers of Pa-
kistan since the Bangladesh issue was
not an Indo-Pakistani one.

Before it is a countdown, the So-
viet Ie -dership might make an attempt
at mediation. The CPI's role in this
game is far frol!! clear. Its leader-
ship is accusing the Khandkar Mush-
t;que Ahmed group 0'£ having links
with the United States and the CPI-
(M). It is not yet certain that the CPI
has differences with the CPSU on the
solution to the Bangladesh crisis.
The fact that Mrs Gandhi has to in-
voke not only Article 9 but Mr Bhu-
pesh Gupta in the crisis is proof that
her leverage with the Soviet leader-
ship after the treaty is not what it
wa,s but the CPI's leverage with her
has grown, at least for the moment.

If and wh~..nan independent Ban-
gladesh emerges, it would be in the
interest of India's ruling cla,sses to
have in Dacca a government "compa-
tible" with the Indo-Soviet treaty.
The Mujibnapr government is just
compatible if the United States is
prevented from gaining influence over

would be well to remember that before
the treaty was signed Mr Brajesh Mi-
shra, OUrman in l'ekmg, had assessed
that Cnma would not back Pakistan
if there were to be a conflict. But
it SUltoo those who rushed into the
treaty to believe, and make others
believe, that the United States had
hm~ed to us tnat Chma might back
Pakistan and that a contuct was
inevitable.

It toe leadership is earnest in its
public stance that it is for normalisa-
tion of relations with China, there is
threat to India from only one quarter.
The Press was talked mto reporting
that Mr Swaran Singh ,a,ssured the
.Co03uhative Committee, in the wake of
the Flryuoin VIsit, that the Soviet
Unron WIJ stand by India in the event
ot '''ggression. Well, Mr Swaran
Singn (.liN:!. not really say this to the
Con~ulla,ive Committee and the story
was not baseo on any authorita,tlve
bnenng to the press. If what Mr
Swaran Singh saId wa,s true, the treaty
becomes a aefence pact, a mutua~ se-
cunty pact and the government need
not pretend that it is not.

lur from reaucing our defence ex-
pendIture, the treaty will increase it.
For, if the threat trom Pakistan is
re_,l, as it is, tl"le treaty has failed>to
oeter aggression on India. The sign-
ing 0'1 the treaty might have post-
poned the Pakistani attack preaicted
in llldA:.n quarters for August 12 but
it has not eliminated the threat. The
treaty will only add to the escalation
of the arms n..ce on the sub-continent
revived by the Soviet Union in the
name of containing China.

Before she emplaned on her Odys-
sey of two continents, the Prime Mi-
nrster called in Mr Bhupesh Gupta
who seems, to have a special rOle, next
only tothz.t of Mr D. P. Dhar, in im-
plementing the historic treaty. The CFI
had summoned a meeting of its Cen-
tral Executive in the belief that it
would .already be war when it went
into session. Something happened in
Teheran on October 14 to put off
the conflict. From all accounts
it is - clear that in the event of
a conflict the Soviet Union would
stall any U.N. or other intervention

(

FROM A POLITICAL
COllRESPONDENT

THERE does not seem to be a
limit to the cynical exploita-

tion of the Bangladesh crisis for po-
wllr ends, especially the end of ~in-
ning the 1972 Assembly electiOns,
Things might be drifting compulsively
towards a conflict on the sub-conti-
nent but the ruling elite finds it ne-
cessary to sustain the war psychosis
until tile elections are over.

It might have been technically pro-
per to invoke Article 9 of the Indo-
Soviet treaty to discuss the deteriorat-
ing border situation. It is a meta-
physical situation. One does not
know if the treaty was invoked to
discuss the threat because the treaty
was already there or whether the
treaty was signed because the threat
was already there. In any case, the
leadership cm no longer keep the
pretence that the treaty had nothing
to do with Bangladesh. Mr Nikolai
Firyubin who came for what were
describedi as annual bilateral talk••
happens, ,among other things, to be
the Secretary-General of the Warsaw
pact set-up. The Soviet air chief who
followed him was hezding a military
mission and there is little doubt about
it nOW. Its objective is to assess
Ipdlia s defence needs. Indian mili-
tary purchase teams have been visit-
ing the Soviet Union after the treaty
but the hardware that wouLd be avail-
able as a result of the Soviet team's
iB.ssessmentwould have nothing to do
with the immediate Bangladesh crisis.
More, Mr Swaran Singh has toLd the
Parliament Consultative Committee
that he did not expect the Chinese to
intervene militarily in the event of
.an Indo-Pakistan conflict. It is not
clear whether the government ha,s at
last come to the conclusion that China
is not a hostile neighbour. If it has,
the bogey of two hostile neighbours
menacing India's silken socialist path

f cannot be sustained for long. It

View'from Delhi

Arms For The Treaty
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"The Year Of Confusion"

Maoist Left
Alavi believes that the Maoist left

of East Bengal is the vanguard of the
united struggle for national liberation
along with other left groups and the
militants of the Awarni League who
have preferred armed struggle to
witbC1rawal into India. In putting
accent on intrigues and Western de-
signs and specubting on the future
orientation of an Awami League gov-
ernment the Chinese, he thinks, have
underestimated the role of the libera-
tion 'fighters. Thus not only have
they become politically isolated ~ut
they have also failed in their obliga-
tion to proletarian intern3tionalism.
They have equally demonstrated their
extreme myopia, their incapability to
understand the development of the
social forces in Bangladesh and the
real rapport existing between the
Awami League le2dership and the
struggling people. The Awami League
leadership were riding a mounting
tide of nationalism thM would not
easily recede. Despite their limita-
tions and their dependence on the
West they did have no other
choice but to accept the
popular demand and thus re
inforce direct struggle. It is the role
played by the liberation forces-and
no.t the orientation of the Awami
Le2gue leadership-which will deter-
mine the course to be followed by the
Bangladesh government. The Chinese
reaction can only spread confusion at

India could hope to develop close c0-
operation with Bangladesh. Such a
possibility obviously raised the appre-
hension of the Chinese to whom geo-
politically this is a, most sensitive
region. In the context of their con-
flict with the Western powers, the
Soviet Union and India, the Chinese
placed more importance on friendship
with the ruling oligarchy in Pakistan.
Chou En-Iai's message to Yahya Khan
and the Chinese warning against "ex-
tern::!,lintervention in the internal af-
fairs of Pakistan" have helped to mis-
lead public opinion and strengthen
the morale of those who committed
one of the worst crimes in history
agzinst a people.

the movement is essentially petit-
bourgeois. But armed struggle for
liberation has transformed it into a
popular movement.

Alavi, however, does not h::!ve any
illusion about the reactionary nature
of the Awami League leadership. At
the beginning, he says, the ruling
classes of Pakistan were in the same
dilemma as Mujib. They knew that
the Awami Le2gue was the last bas-
tion of the social system to whi~h
their interest was inextricably linked.
If they did not concede the demand
for regional autonomy the situation
might tum revolution2ry and they
would stand to lose more. The
AW2mi League too faced the dilemma
of cho~sin~ between the army and the
rapidly rising popular force. Ameri-
cans had no such dilemma whatso-
ever. They overtly supported, en-
couraged and infiltrated the Awarni
League. It was clear that an inde-
pendent E::!st Bengal under Awami
League rule would pass squarely un-
der American influence. India too
made significant intervention through
diplomatic activity and propaganda.
The Indian press and radio reacted to
the Pakistani army's action by exag-
gerated and even erroneous state-
ments. This hardly helped the Ban-
gladesh cause because by the same
token Pakistani prop~'8anda according
to which the trouble in East Pakistan
was fomented by India and partici-
patect in by "Indian inflltrators" be-
came credible. But there is little
proof of Indian military intervention.

India, according to Alavi, aims at
setting up an Awami League govern-
ment in Dacca through international
pressure and if this could be realised
with the help of Western pr~sure

OCTOBER 31, 1971

the details of Mr Bhupesh Gupta's
talks with the Prime Minister, duly
reported to the Central Comrnitee of
the CPI.
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THE year 1971 will perhaps go
down in history as the "Year

of Confusion". Bangladesh, Ceylon,
Sud~n and. to cap it all the Nixon trip
to Peking. What really has been
happening in China? The new left
in the West is puzzled, frustrated,
angry. The Trotskyite fringe has
lashed out at the Chinese for their
"great betrayal" while the Maoist
factions have come out with a de-
fence, lukewarm and often uncon-
vincing, of Chinese policy. Both the
critique and <Iefence have been
more emotional than rational. Two
recent artides in the left-wing French
press, however, do not quite belong
to this category.

Hamza Alavi writing in Je~n-Paul
Sartre's Les Temps Modernes has
tried to view Bangladesh from a non-
orthodox Marxist angle and has
come out with an indictment of the
Chinese policy towards Pakistan as
"myopic". One of his basic premi-
ses is that in post-coloI1ial societies
like P~kistan the superstructure of
the State often does not correspond
to the indigenous socio-economic base.
Compared to the state of the econo-
mic infrastructure and that of the
nation::!l bourgeoisie, the state super-
structure is "overdeveloped". And
he suggests a triangular conflict bet-
ween the bureaucratic-military oligar-
chy, the bourgeois and lan<llord clas-
ses of Pakistan and the petit-bourgeois
nationalists of East Pakistan. "The
movement for the independence of
East· Bengal", he says, "c~nnot be
explained in terll1s of the interest of
the Bengali bourgeoisie" because the
Bengali nationalist movement came
into existence before the Bengali bour-
geoisie was born. The class basis of

it, according to the votaries of the
treaty.

If not earlier, mid-November is the
time .a. conflict might break out, ac-
cording to the soothsayers who know



the base and weaken the revolution-
ary unit. Happily, according to in·
formation avail:ble, the Maoist lea-
dership of East Bengal has not been
misled or diverted from their task in
the coming struggle. They fervently
hope that the Chinese will realise their
mistake and correct it.

Explaining why in the final analy-
sis the reactionary nature of the
Awami League leadership would not
count, Alavi says that even among
the leadership there are people more
inclined to the masses than to anti-
people compromise with the Western
powers. Moreover, an Awami Lea-
gue government cannot but depend
on the people because in East Bengal
there is no repressive apparatus.
There is practically no Bengali army.

Hamzll Alavi believes that without
a change in the mode of produc·
tion regional autonomy cannot solve
any problem. But while underlining
the importance of ,a common struggle
for socialism in Pakistan he wants to
accord equal importance to the strug-
gle for the liberation of Bangladesh.
Independence of Bengal is already a
historic necessity. Not because by
itself it will resolve the problem of
regional disparities, neither because it
is the only one to possess a, different
national identity in the whole of Pa-
kistan. It is necessary because the
bloody operation conducted by the
army h2s rapidly created a totally new
political situation. It has irretriev-
ably snapped the political tie that
existed between E:st Bengal and West
Pakistm and c,ramatically crystallized
the Bengali nationalist sentiment. It
has also set in motion the forces for
national liberation which will not al-
low the struggle for socialism to be
stopped by the weak petit-bourgeois
Awami League leadership.

Differellt Assessmellt
Kost2S Mavrakis, another Marxist

writing for La Nouvelle Chine, a Pa-
risian monthly devoted to Chinese af-
fairs, has made a quite different as-
-sessment of the struggle in Bangladesh
and justified the Chinese position vis-
ill~visPakistan as principled Marxist-
Leninist stand. Aware that the Wes-

tern press has distorted and misinter-
preted the Chinese statements Mavra~
kis starts with an analysis of tho text
of Chinese messages aDd statements
which are anyhow very few in num-
ber. The declaration of April 8 which
accuses Indian reactionaries of slan-
dering China by saying that she is
helping in suppression of the "free-
dom loving people of East Bengal"
cannot in any w'd1Ybe construed as
Chinese support to the Pakistani
Army's action. The People's Daily
commentary on April 11 entitled
"What <10 the Indian expansionists
W2tIlt~" is rea'fin:J)ation of the
Chinese support to the Government
and people of Pakistan against ag-
gression and intervention from outside.
So far Chou En-lai's message to
Yahya Khan is concerned, it has ne-
ver been published by the New China
News Agency and the Chinese Embassy
in Paris has declared itself unaware of
the text. If it j<: false the absence
of explicit Chinese denial could be
explained by unwillingness to snub a
friendly government. Assuming it to
be authentic it is difficult to draw
from the text conclusions the Western
press has readily drawn. At I'd!time
when Yahya Khan broke off negotia-
tions to resort to the gun Chou En-
lai writes: "We believe thaot thanks
to the wise consultations and effort
of Your Excellency and leading perso-
nalities of the different political sec-
tors of Pakistan the situation will be-
come normal.' Wasn't it an advice
to seek political solution instead of
military repression ~ At -G, time when
the world press published reports on
the massacres in Bengal Chou wrote:
"It is highly important to differentiate
between the large mass of people and
a handful of persons who want to sa-
botage the unity of Pakistan." Finally
it is to be noted that in the text the
para'graphs stating the Chinese official
position start with: "The Chinese
Government considers that. .. " But
the ones dealing with Pakistan's in-
ternal problem start with: "We be-
lieve " and "according to our opi-
nion " And they ~re concluded by
the phrase "As friends of Pakistan we
submit these views for your informa-

tion." It,is thus a personal and
private missive and this would per-
haps explain why the Chinese have
re&used.to publish it.

From the analysis of the official
Chinese position Mavrakis has drawn
two conclusions. First the Chinese
support to the Pakistan government is
!directed uniquely against Indian in-
terference. Secondly, in the present
situation the Chinese do not seem to
wish the dismemberment of their sole
ally in this psrt of the world (which
would be to the greatest advantage of
India) .

After referring to the u.S.-Soviet
attempt to encircle China land the key
role India played in it, Mavrakis
points out the necessity for China as
a ~'ate to counter these moves. By
having ties with Pakistan China con-
forms to the principle: "We should
support everything that the enemy
opposes". It is on the basis of this
principle that Lenin concluded the
Rapallo .algreement with Germany.
The case of Cambodra is also similar.
This country found itself menaced by
the territorial designs of Thailand
and South Vietnam; both supported by
the U.S. Prince Sihanouk also had to
dl-aw closer to China and North Viet-
nam. These two countries on their
part knew that friendship with Cam-
bOO'ia helped the struggle 'against
American intelvention. Aid from
China and other socialist countries to
Cambodia allowed Sibsnouk to break
off ties with the U.S. Later events
have shown how wrong it is to think
that Chinese "support" to a govern-
ment representing the propertied clas-
ses would. be 'an obstacle to the de-
velopment of revolutionary movement.
The good relation Peking had with
Prince Sihanouk did not hinder the
Cambodian communists from strik-
ing root among the masses 'and ga-
thering military strength. Prince Si-
hanouk suspected China of support-
ing them and did not hesitate to cri-
ticise her in his speeches. Nevertheless,
thanks to Chinese ,assistance Sihanouk
could resist American pressure
whiCh ultimately brought about the
coup d'etat. Thus the skilful Chinese
policy led Sihanouk into a position

NOVEMBER 6~ 1971



RANJAN SENGUPTA

An Aspect Of An Agrarian
Programme

the farm size of 20 acres or more.
fact, as much as three-Jfifths of
land is in the hands of 12 per c
of the households. Thus a few
milies have a lot of land to play
as they please.

Owners of large farms ,a1l'enotori
for misuse of land. The Farm M
nagement Studies (of the late fif'
and the early sixties) reveal that
bigger the farm size, the lower
the labour and other inputs, includ'
irrigation, per acre; and so is
production per acre. The simple
planation fOr this perversity of la
use is that so long 2S the acreage
vast it does not matter much to
owner if the rate of yield per acre
low. What is lost on a per 2cre
sis is redeemed by the sheer size
the total acreage.

No wonder, multiple
such a 'foreign' idea to a large ,tra
of land in India. As column •••
the table shows, barely 15 per
of the net cropped area grows m
than one crop per year.

The duration for which a crop is
land varies from crop to crop wi
the range of two to six months.3 Ra
wheat, for instance, takes five Or fi
and-a-half months (mid-October
mid-April), while sum!ller rice stan

parties in the recent crISIS.are I •
(and her allies of the Awami League
and Pakistan. The Bengali peop
are a victim almost reduced to passi
vity. But he is certain that if
Bengali liberation movement
comes a genuinely popular, anti-'
perialist and anti-feudal and. au
mollS movement the Chinese
will not fail to express their solidari~
The situation then would be differen
A revolu1tionia,ryBengal would s
the established order of the who
Indian sub-continent. •

1M. B. Lal, "Problems of Plenty for
1JheFarmer," Statesman. September 29,
1971, p. 6.
2 V. M. Dandekar and N. Hath, "Po-
verty in India". Economic and Politi-
cal Weekly (January 2 and 9, 1971).
8 Except cotton (7 months), tobacco
(7 months) and sugar cane (10-12

months). '_! ~f.I~nl

THE rich, capitalist farmers
of Punjab and Hary.ana are

worried. They are afraid that
they are producing too much.1 On
.the other hand, millions of rural and
urban poor are starving.2 But that
does not matter at all. This is
the irony of the system.

The market, recognizes you only if
you have hard cash to palYfor things,
otherwise you simply do not count.
What is the worth of a human being
if he has no money ?

The sy&tem is very cleverly ba-
lanced. A self-perpetuating elite
group goes on masquerading in the
name of plan, production, and deve-
lopment. But in fact it is this group
that is the major hindrance 'to the
full development of productive forces.

Take ~he case of agriculture. Only
5 per cent of rural households own
about 40 per cent of the land, alI in

the Awami League is nothing but a
bunch of reactionaries tied to the
apron strings of India trying to get a
share of the cake. He quotes the
Director ~of the Indian Institute of
Defence Analysis as having said,
"The disintegration of PakistJan is in
out interest. We have thus a rare
chance." Mavrakis conculdes that
the Awami League is an example of a
n!a,tionalist movement turned, by ail
evidence, into an instrument of Indian
expansionist intrigue. In the absence
of an autonomous movement the two

where he could be of service to the
people. After the coup his speeches
broadcast all over Cambodia have
helped to rally peasants to the revolu-
tionary movement.

Coming to the Chinese attitude at
party 'lInd people's level Mavrakis
says that by not supporting Bengali
nationalists they have not violated
Marxist principles. There are always
exceptions to the general principle of
supporting national movements de-
pending on concrete cirmcumstances.
Marx and Engels were for the inde-
pendence of Poland and Hungary but
against the national movement of the
Czechs and Slavs of the south. Lenin
in his polemics with the partisans of
Rosa Luxemburg explained that in
view of the changing international
situation it becomes necessary to
adopt ·llJ different attitude. "In that
epoch (of Marx) one had to be
against Czar (and against a certain
movement of smaIl nations utilised
by the Czar for anti...•democratic pur-
poses) and for great revolutionary
nations of the West. Today one has
to be against the front, henceforward
united, of the imperialist powers ~nd
for all national movements directed
against imperialism to the profit of
socialist revolution." (Oeuvres Com-
pletes, t.22 pp. 368-9). While call-
ing on the oppressed nations to rise
Lenin nevertheless stressed that
"different democratic demands, inclu-
ding the right of national self-deter-
mination, are not labsolute but part
of the whole worldwide democratic
(now socialist) movement. It is
possible that in certain cases the part
is in contJ.'laO,ictionwith the whole.
Then it has to be rejected. It may
happen that the republican movement
of one country is an instrument of the
clerical, lfinandal or monarchic in-
trigue of other countries. Then we
have the right not to support this
movement." (ibid p. 367)
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Some "leftists" have criticised·
China on the assumption that an
autonomous people's movement has
been existent in East Bengal. But
citing evidence of the Western press
Mavr~kis has tried to show that
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size group of 20 acres or more.
Probably most of this land is used for
a single crop only. If so, this land
is enough for ensuring a reasonable
amount of income to the families of
landless agricultural labourers, pro-
vided it is distributed for cultivation
to them during the time when it is
othenyise usually left idle.

Use land productively, Or let it be
so used. Let this be the slogan.
Initially the owners of farms of less
than 20 acres each may be exempted;
because sooner Or later they them-
selves would USeland round the year.

Of course, there 'are problems in
implementing this programme. A
major hurdle is the lack of irrigation
facilities. Columns 5 and 6 in the
above table show that only about
one-filh of the land is under irrigat-
ion. Even then not all of it grows
multiple crops. In any case, an ex-
tensive irrigation network has to be
built up. This is an essential pre-
requisite j and it is known to be
technically feasible.

The mass poverty in India is syn-
thetic, man-made. It can be swept
.away by a titanic wave. And for that
you don't necessarily need 'miracle
wheat' Or high yielding variety seed,
or any such dodge.

Ratio of (5)
to (2)
(per cent)

Net area
irrigated
(million
acres

Ratio of
(3) to (2)
(per cent)

(4) (5) (6)
11.1 52.1 17.5
13.9 56.9 17.6
14.7 61.7 18.5
15.2 66.5 19.2
14.2 168.7 20.2

can save India from this impasse.
There are about 9 million households
of landless agricultural labourers.
They can organize themselves into
labour brigades, and cultivate the
land for themselves when it is other-
wise usually left idle. Once they
spearhead this movement small pea-
sants would certainly join it in due
course. And that would be a big,
first step forward I

The productivity of land varies de-
pending upon soil condition, . crop,
irrigation facilities, iand SO on. It is
estimated4 that under the existing
conditions of cultivation a IS-acre
holding, on an average, produces a rea-
sonable amount o'f income (Rs 1200
per year) to sustain a family. The
yield of the second 'and third crops
may be a little lower. At any rate,
let us take 15 acres per household as
the norm. Then 9 million landless
agricultural labour households would
need 135 million acres.

Out ~f 343 million acres of crop-
ped area as of 1966-67, 137 million
acres belong to the top 5 per cent of
the rural households. All this land
of 137 million 'acres is in the farm

4 A. M. Khusro, The Economics of
Land Reform. and Farm Size in India
(1970), pp. 72-73.

hundred ImiUion acres, of land re-
mains idle for half the year (see cols.
2 and 3 in the table). Most of this
land presumably belongs to the big
landowners.

If the landlords and rich peasantry
are not willing, and the poor small
peasants are not able at this stage, to
utilize land more effectively by mul-
tiple cropping, the landless labourers

Source: Government of India, Minis,,:
try of Food, Agriculture, C.D. &
Co-operation, Directorate of
Economics & Statistics, Indian
Agricu~ture in Brief, 10th ed.
(January 1970), pp. 26 and 29.

Again, ;the rich landowners could
ot care less for intensive land use.

They are afraid that better land uti-
tion may incidentally benefit the

~rer section of the community as
ell, and thereby reduce the scope of

their exploitation. Who knows, even
the wage rate and the employment of
..-icultural labour might go up sub-

tially, and thus help the wretched
lDasses of the Indian earth stand up

their own feet. The big land-
owners are getting a lion's share of
the surplus anyway. Why take the

k of disturbing the status quo ~
The poor peasants, on the other

f'and, are already up to their neck in
4obt. Cultivation of scattered pieces

land here and there is terribly ex-
~sive specially when more than half

f ·the land owned by big landlords
~nc:l rich peasantry is left vacant. Just

erect fences, for example, to pro-
t crops from animals in isolated

ereas itself would cost a fortune. A
poor peasant cannot afford that.

The net result of all this is that
nearly 300 million 'acreas, yes, ~hree

on land for .two to three months.
Let us, therefore, say that one crOp
needs six months at the outside.

It then follows that eighty-five per
.cent of India's agricultural land re-
nJOins unUtilized for fifty per cent of
the time per year. What the
country loses as a result in ;terms of

tential output is anybody's guess.
Why is this tremendous waste ~

'Year Net cropped Net cropped
area area sown
(million more than
acres) once

(million
acres)

(3)

32.9
45.5
48.9
52.7
48.8
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The Rising Sun Again

Military Power
A bare listing of facts about hea

Self-Defence Forces indicates wb1
Japan is now rated 4th or 5th 'in thO'
world in terms of ,actual mili
power. Japan's Ground Self-Defence-'
Force (GSDF) is expected to have
180,000 men by the end of this year
with a 'volunteer reserve of over
30,000. Under the present Five-
Year Plan the GSDF has been equi~
ped with Japanese-made small arms,
anti-tank rockets and heavy tank,s.
For anti-aircraft defences it has auto.-.
matic, radar-guided, 35mm Swis
designed guns and several battalioD$
of Hawk missiles. The Maritim
Self-Defence Force (MSDF) of Jap
is the third most powerful na,vy in
Padfic after those of the U.S. and th
Soviet Union. According to the la
figures, she has I0 :diesel-power
submarines, 26 destroyers includ'
one guided missile type, 16 frig~
20 fast petrol vessels and 155 asso
warships. Japan"s Air SeltJDefen
Force (ASDF) with 1,530 aircraft,
been recently rated by the Air Fo,.,
Magazine as the most powerful
Asia after that of the U.S. and Ru .
She has 200 F-I04Js, 300 F86D
F86F fighters, Nike-Ajax mis'
400 jet trainers and 30 large Sikors
helicopters. The Japanese-manuf
tured EIKO (F-I04J, presently
service, can carry a nuclear bom
anywhere within a 700-mile radius.

The huge military oapability
not even begin to suggest Japan's
nomic potential for waging conv
tional wall'. That is to be seen
the £act that Japan has the third
gest GNP (Gross National Produe
in the world and she is econom'
and militarily a giant ,among nati
Compared to two of ber hypotheti
adversaries-North Korea and
-she is not only a giant but an incr
singly ominous threat in her 0
right. In the late forties ,and

quences for Japanese society. At
ments in support of the Security Tr~
ty and U.S.-Japan military aUia
fail to recognize that Japan has a1
ready rearmed on a scale sufficient
pose a threat to her neighbours.of U.S. bases from Okinawa or liber-

ating the Okinawans from their bon-
dage to the war machine. On the
contrary, one of t~e lfirst concrete re-
sults of the reversion will be that U.S.
forces will be joined on Okinawa by
the Japanese Self-Defence Force
(SDF). The Japanese Defence Direc-
tor has .aJready visited the island and
SDF troops have several times been
sent to Okinawa for jQint training ex-
ercises with the U.S. military. Imme-
diatelya,fter reversion takes place in
1972, the SDF is reported to have a
plan to send 3,300 troops, along with
anti-submarines, F-I04 reconnai,-
sance planes, minesweepers and war-
ships. These will be permanently
stationed on Okinawa where people
have been seeking peace since the be-
ginning of this century. Within six
months after reversion", the Japanese
SDF plans to send 3000 more troops
to man radar sites, ground-ta-air
missiles (Nike 'and Hawk) and other
equipment. Another effect, which
hzs already begun, is a sudden inva-
sion of money from giant industries
which want to turn what is left of the
islands into smoke-spewing factory
complexes. Thus with reversion
Okinawa will be ruled from Tokyo by
Sato's Liberal Democfoatic Party.

Japanese imperialism, fast extend-
ing its rule over Asia, has greatly in-
tegrated itself, through 'the deal over'
Okinawa, as a conscious and respon-
sible pillar in the American imperia-
lists' edifice of aggression and suppres-
sion, acting through the multilateral
structure of world imperialism. Japa-
nese imperialism is extending its net-
work of economic domination from
East to West Asia, Africa and Latin
America and is increasingly assuming
a role of "military police" in East
Asia. Apologists for the U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty have downplayed the
long-standing American policy of pres-
suring Japan to rearm and assume a
subordinate policeman's role in Asia,
rnd its political and economic conse-

~. "
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SATO and Nixon have recently
clarified certain points of their

Agreement of 1969 on two main
issues, the renewal of the Japan-U.S.
Security Treaty,' first signed in Sep-
tember 1951, then in a. more equi-
table form in 1960 and renewed
,again in 1970, and the reversion of
Okinawa islands to Japanese control
in 1972.

But what Sato and Nixon really
concluded at Washington during Mr
Sato's visit to the USA in 1969, ac-
cording to sections of the Western
press, was a deal which amounts to a
reorganization of the entire structurt:
and strategy of economic and military
imperialism in Asia.

A special issue of Ampo, published
from Tokyo by the Japanese New
Left, after 2J careful study of the Sate-
Nixon sum_mit meeting, has come to
the conclusion that their programme
is a reflection of two main develop-
ments. The first of these is the fact
that the present structure has been
thrown into a state of crisis, principal-
ly as a result of the revolutionary
breakthrough made by the people of
Indochina. The second is the resur-
gence of the power and imperial am-
bitions of the rulers of Japan. The
Ampo report reveals that "the essence
of this deal was that Japan should
shift from a limited and generally
passive role to a greatly expanded
and very active role in the joint task
Of defending and strengthening the
structure of counter-revolution in
Asia.

Within this context the return of
Okinawa, now a strong military base
of the USA i11the Pacific, symbolizes
America's commitment to the task of
intensifying her expansionist activities
land this is why the return of Okinawa
will amount to the repossession of a
vital strategic base and a major thrust
by Japan toward the south. Sato's
plan for reversion of Okinawa in
1972, the Ampo report alleges, has
absolutely nothing to ,do with removal



China and North Korea viewed the
,American domination of Japan .as a

ious threat to their own security;
ay they have good reason to put
reasing stress on Japan itself and

ot just the U.S. presence.
Chinese and Korean fears of Japan

have been ,reinforceP by the heavy
trowth of new Japanese military es-

lishment. On October I, 1962,
lhe largely-circulated Japanese daily,
Tokyo Shimbun, reported an ,alleged

.s...Japan plan for Japanese-South
t1C.oreanmilitary cooperation. The plan
;;can~ among other things, for the

rmanent stationing in Seoul 0'£ a
apanese Self-Defence Force, repair-

ing and outfitting of South Korean
. itary aircraft and ships in Japan,

l'tinking of the Japanese air defence
tum with the T,aiwanese and South

orean air defence systeIl!s "so that
eombined air action wilI be possible,"

Japanese and South Korean naval
cooperation in blockading the Tsushim

aits in the event of emergency.
Three years later, in June 1965, a

apan.JSouth Korea "normalization"
eaty w.as signed, marking significant
apanese involvement in the anti-

~unist military set-up in South
area. During the last stages of

tiations for this treaty, opposi-
. n members of the South Korean
ational Assembly charged the Japa-
se with conducting the talks on the
is of ill secret U.S.-Japan under-
nding that called, among other

. gs, for equipping of South Korean
ces with Japanese, rather than
erican-manufactured, war weapOns.

inee that treaty was signed, South
orean military pilots have been re-
iving flight training in Japan and

apanese soldiers are being taught
orean at various Self-Defence Force
hools such as the one at Maizuru.
The modern defence in\lustry of

apan was revived 0", a small scale as
repair industry for the Occupation

orces within a few years after the
end of World War II. But for prac-

caJ purposes, the. origins of the Japa-
esc miIitM'y-indu~trial ,complex can

dated from the start of the Korean
war, when General MacArthur reluc-
tantly ordered the illegal rearmament

}
)

of Japan in the guise o'f an expansion
of the National Police Reserve. At
the same time, the American Govern-
ment .in~tiateda "special procure-
ments" programme to meet the needs
of its Japan-based Eighth Army and
Fifth Air Force. Within one year,
income from the construction of bases
and the purchase of war materials had
started J.apan on the road to econo-
mic recovery and a more favourable
balance of Ipayments. The "spec1al
procurements" programme, however,
did not end with the Korean war.
Between 1951 ,and 1960, "special
procurements" amounted to over six
billion donars, an average of 600
million dollars annually. The pro-
gramme also pushed Japanese industry
towards a military-industrial com-
plex. According to a recent study of
Japanese government-business rela-
tions by Yale University's Chitoshi
Yanaga, by January 1951, eight
months prior to the end of the Occu-
pation and the signing of Ithe first
U.S.-Japan Security Trea.ty, "72 per-
cent of Japan's production capacity
was directly engaged. in the manufac-
ture of weapons."

The key agreement of the period
of the first American military alIiance
with Japan was the U.S.-Japan Mu-
tual Defence Assistance Agreement
(MDA) , signed by the Yoshida
Government in 1954. The then
Prime Minister of Japan, Yoshida
himself, desired the rearmament of
Japan to follow rather than accom-
pany the completion of economic re-
construction, and therefore disa,greed
with DuIles over the speed at which
rearmament should proceed.

On the basis of the MDA, Japan's
modern armed forces were organized:
laws were enacted setting up the
Japan Defence Agency (JDA), equi-
valent to a ministry of war in all but
name, and the Self-Defence Forces;
the police system was recentralized to
bolster internal security; a Defence
Secrets Protection Law was enacted
and other laws were passed to consoli-
date the defence industry. Underly-
ing the MDA, however, was a U.S.-
Japanese understland~ng on matters
that were other than military in nature.

The MDA was time to time negotiated
during ,II; period of profoun\l crisis
and! confusion in American policy
toward Asia.

Left Opposition
In contrast to her economic deve-

lopment through trade expansion with
America's help and cooperation in
South-East Asia, the tempo of
Japanese rearmament during this
period could not proceed as fast as
American policy-makers anticipated
or desired. One reason for this has
been the effectiveness of the left-led
opposition, based on commitment to
the principles of the Constitution .and
reflecting the genuine sentiments of a
large number of Japanese people.
Neither Yoshida nor his successor,
Hatoyama Ichiro, responded satisfac-
torily to American pressure for rapid
rearmament or were wholeheartedly
devoted ;to ,anti-communist planning
for Asia as desired by America against
her help to Japan in making way for
the latter's trade expansion in South-
East Asia.

Hatoyama's diplomacy. consequent-
ly, was no more acceptable to the
men behind rearmament and "defence
production" pressure-which first
emerged. during the Korean war-than
his overall policies were to American
policy planners. By the end of 1955
the leaders. of Japan's monopoly cor-
porations, working through powerful
business organizations such as the
Fe\leration of Economic Organiza-
\tions, had succeeded in throwing
Hatoyama out of power and creating
the Liberal Democratic Party. This
marked the clear ascen\lancy of or-
ppnized monopoly capitalism over
Japanese politkal life, as well as a
trend towards even closer American-
Japanese military and economic
cooperation.

Not until the advent of Kishi
Nobusuke, former economic Czar of
Manchukuo, architect of prewal
Japan's New Economic Order, Minis-
ter of Trade and Industry and Vice
Munitions Minister in the Tojo Cabi-
net, !did the U.S. find its man in
Tokyo. Kishi, an uncompromising
anti-communist, was Japan's Prim&
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Minister from 1957 until after the
second military alliance was conclu~
ded with the USA and U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty renewed in 1960.
During his tenure, foundations were
laid for ,the growth of a military-
industrial complex tightly bound to
American defence industry, closer
ties with Taiwan, and the Japanese
economjc advance into South-Bast
Asia. Several features of the mili-
tary-industrial nexus emerged in the
sixties in the regime of Kishi's
successor, Ikeda, ~nd these are more
clearly witnessed in thel present regime
of Kishi's most trusted political dis-
ciple, Sato.

That there is always a very tight
relationship between American and
Japanese defence industries can be
easily established <lfter going through
the production lists of Japanese com-
panies, mainly defence contractors,
including Mitsubishi Heavy Indus-
tries, Tokyo Shibaura Electric, Fuji
Heavy Industries, Hitachi Ltd.,
Nissan Motors, Mitsubishi Electric,
Nippon Oil, Nippon Aviotronics
(joint venture of Nippon Electric and
Hughes Aircraft of USA), I8uzu
Motor ~nd Fujitsu. Most of these
top Japanese defence contractors are
tied by licensing agreements and joint
ventures to the top 100 American
defence contractors like General
Electric, Lockheed., Boeing, IBM,
Ford Motor Company, Bell, Union
Carbide, Sikorsky, Standard Oil,
Hughes Aircraft, Litton Industries,
Collins Radio, North American Avia-
tion, Phillips Petroleum, Honeywell
and Kaiser Industries.

The General Electric, America's'
fourth largest manuf~cturer and its
number two defence contractor, has
now licensing agreements with about
65 Japanese companies as well as a
10 per cent position in Yokyo
Shibaura Electric, Japan's number
three defence contractor. General
Electric, interestingly enough, is a
frequent sponsor of acad.emic gather-
ings and "scholarly" publications on
Asia which support the U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty system.

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries,
Japan's number one ·defence contrac-

tor, now devotes 10 per cent of its
output to arms ,and 30 per cent to
war vehicles. This giant and. other
leading defence contractors are fast
tending to move into defence produc-
tion. As competition increases in
consumer goods markets with the in-
flux of foreign goods and the libera-
lization of investment opportunities
for foreign firms, many Japanese in-
dustrialists \are being tempted into
the military hardware market where
the State is the only buyer and forei~n
competition is less keen. After its
recenlt ltie-up with Chrysler Motors,
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries separated
out its automotive operations and
announced its intention to plunge
more heavily into defence production.
The President of the number two de-
fence contractor, Mitsubishi Electric
Comp'any, ,at the time of his appoint-
ment as Chairman of the Japan Wea-
pons Industry Association in May,
1969, stated that he wanted to see
Japan's defence expenditures raised
to 5 per cent of the GNP. The direc-
tion these leaders have taken is sure
to be followed by the entire defence
industry. One can see here how
American business and ~overnment
pressure on Japan for liberalization
of investment terms is being rpet in
Japan by increased investment in
defence production. In the process
of nurturing the Japanese military-
industrial complex, the U.S. Govern-
ment has frequently acted as broker
for "private" American defence con-
tractors. In 1967, the American
Ambassador to Japan, U. Alexis John-
son, is alleged to have personally cal-
led on the Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Ushiba, to ask for the use of
General Electric engines in building
the F4F Phantom fighter plane. But
the more common means of facilitat-
ing line-ups between the two military-
industrial complexes are governmental
bilateral agreements and memoranda,
such as the Data Exchange Agreement
of 1962 and Memora.ndum on Mili-
tary Research and Development in
1968, concluded between the Japan
Defence Agency and the Pentagon.
The U.S.-Japan Aerospace Coopera-
tion Agreement of 1970 is another

example of this kind. Valued by' a
report in Business Week (September
13, 1970) as being worth at least
200m to 300m dollars to American
defence contractors, it paves the way
for American aerospace industry as-
sistance in the seventies in the deve-
lopment of Japanese Q and N series
launch vehicles-ICBM-type rockets
which could be armed with nuclear
tips rather than space research
satellites.

"Research Projects"
Though direct interconnection bet-

ween the military establishment and
the universities has not yet signifi-
cantly materialised in Japan, indirect
university cooperation with the mili-
tary through research projects com-
missioned by private industry is on
the increase. Recently the Board of
Audit investigated the research status
of twelve leading universities and re-
vealed that they reported to the Mi-
nistry of Education some 279 re-
search projects, many of tl1em mili-
tary-related., having a total value of
103 million yen. An interesting
sidelight on Japanese university invol-
vement in military research and de-
velopment, however indirect, is that its
ben~fits have not been limited only to
,the Defence Agency of Japan. In
1959, the U.S. Army established an
office in Tokyo to identify and, when
possible, place under contract Ja-
panese scientists whose work might
contribu.te to U.S. military objectives.
By 1967, when this sort of Pentagon
"peace fare" activity was first disclos-
ed by Senator Fulbright, the Army
Research Office in Tokyo was moni-
toring contracts and. grants with nine
Japanese universities .and a number
of private research institutes.

As the Japanese military-industrial
complex enters the stage of self-sus-
taining growth during the 1970s, it is
safe to predict that retention of the
Security Treaty will not be necessary
for either side. What is much more
difficult is whether a revived Japanese
imperialism can remain integrated in
the American imperial system. For
the present, it should be noted that
the strongest pressure for revision of
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cannot be easily conceived. In real
sense American cultural activities in
Japan fOr having a significant influ-
ence on Japanese intellectuals, stu-
dents and the growing generation were
well provided in 1962. The role of
,the Ford, Asia, and Rockefeller Foun-
dations as "support institutions" for
U.S. foreign policy was widely discuS-
sed in the pages of leading Japanese
papers including the historical
journal Rekishi Ilyoron. The lar-
gely-circulated journal, Suzuki Ryo,
and others called attention to the
South-East Asia Research Centre which
Kyoto University had announced was
going to be set up. The idea for
such a Centre had originated with
J. S. Everton, ,a Ford: Foundation
official in 1958, the year before he
was appointed U.S. Ambassador to
Burma. Suzaki's analysis of the
prospectus for the Centre disclosed
that its purposes were remarkably
congruent with U.S. foreign policy
needs at that time. Finally the Cen-
tre was opened, funded chiefly by the
Ford Foundation, to limit its research
activities to Malaya and Burma, two
,areas not adequately covered by U.S.
counterpart research institutes.

The pace of Japan's rearmament
programme can be easily realised
after going through her peace-
time defence budget. The rate of
increase of Japan's defence expendi-
ture went up from 435 billion yen dur-
ing the First Defence Plan (1957-
60) to 1,180 billion yen during the
Second. Since 1960, in fact, Japaa
has increased her defence spending
'faster than ,2ny other country in the
world with the possible exception of
the U.S. The spending involved by
the current Third Defence Plan
(1967-71) is double that of the Se-
cond Plan, while it is certain that the
amount for the Fourth Plan will be
more than double that of the Third.
Japan's defence industry is on the
threshhold of ,an era of growth, and
it is widely expected that there will
be soaring progress under the Fourth
and Fifth Defence Plans.
Cultural Front

That the glorification of Japanese
militsry power and supremacy in the

weakening the Japanese labour move-
ment and wiping out growing com-
munist influence on the working class
by the U.S. Government. MacArthur,
working through the Supreme Com-
mander Allied Powers (SCAP), put
all his efforts into getting Japanese
unions affiliated with the CIA-inspir-
ed: anti-communist International La-
bour Federation that had been tak-
ing shape in the 'fifties in Western
Europe. By 1955, SCAP could
step up its anti-communist' witch hunt,
purging all communist leaders from
the Japanese labour unions. In the
early sixties, American labour leaders
attempted on three significant fronts
to undermine the left-wing Japanese
unions. Through Harry Pollack, a
"labour attache" who took up his
post in the American Ell!bassy in
Tokyo in 1962, new efforts were
:maQe to strengthen the right-wing
unions. Between 1962 and 1965,
the labour exchange programme, con-
ceived by Asia Foundation and fund-
ed by the State Department, brought
some 880 Japanese labour leaders to
the USA. On returning home they
were organised into groups by the
American officials and unionists to
resist any ,proposals to struggle
against the Security Treaty. These
Japanese labour leaders, American
friends, have today a dominating po-
sition in the labour front of Japan.
Through them efforts are being alle-
gedly made to utilise the right-wing
leadership to help organise the labour
movement in South-East Asia, a tac-
tic which one Japanese student of the
labour movement likened to the Ame-
rican military strategy of using Asians
to fight Asians.

If strengthening the right-wing Ja-
panese labour unions is the reverse
side of the American policy of pres-
suring Japan to rearm, mention must
also be made Of a more subtle Ame-
rican effort to influence Japanese in-
tellectuals. Since America's foreign
policy is aimed at "diplomacy in
depth" and a task "not merely for
government, but for foundations, uni-
versities, business and unions as \VeIl,"
its ingenious formula for interference
in another country's in.ternal ;affairs

Laboar FroDt
General MacArthur was first se-

~~ously entrusted with the task of

the anti-war constitution, expand.ed
defence production, liberalization of
investment terms, overseas deploy-
ment of Defence Forces, and stren-
gthening of the Security Treaty comes
from the leaders of heavy ind.ustry,
finance, trade and commerce-the
class of monopoly capitalists. For
reasons of their own there are ·also a
number of Japanese "realist" intel-
lectuals who espouse these goals.
Imperialism illnd militarism, while
irrational from the standpoint of
the Japanese nation as a whole, to-
day seem increasingly rational for
certain classes and groups within Ja-
pan. The views of such groups pre-
sent a way of examining the rationale
behind the current -defence fever.
What do business groups perceive to
be the major ben~fits of defence
spending and how will the anticipated
higher level 0'£ defence' spending in
the seventies affect Japan's future re-
lationship with the U.S. }

Questions relating to the Japanese
rearmament programme under the
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, however,
converge on the issue of the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty which the
Japanese Government has not yet
signed and which many lead.ers of
defence industries -oppose. It has
been estimated that by 1975 Japan,
long a candidate for the nuclear club,
will have generated enough Pluto-
nium in her power reactors to pro-
duce 600 to 700 atomic bombs of 20
kiloton variety. Yet if Japan - did
every nation in Asia. Did acquire nuc-
lear weapons ostensively to deter
China, it would result in an
irrevocable reduction of security for
every nation in Asia. China, already
threatened by the U.S. and Soviet nu-
clear arsenal, would be squeezed still
further by Japan i while India, which
was involved in a war with China in
1962 and has recently signed a treaty
with the Soviet Union, may try to
acquire nuclear weapons. and all these
will sure create a war condition in
entire Asia.



past and militarism of today is in-
tegrated with the government policy,
if not a craze of the present rulers of
Japan, is reflected in the cultural front
in the production of theatres, shorts,
documentaries, feature 'films and te-
levision shows, either sponsored by
the State or private units, and other
mass and propaganda media.

For example, advertised as a "spec-
tacular recordingU that "closely fol-
lows the events of history", ,a recent-
ly-produced fih~ of Japan, Battle of
the Japan Sea, feverishly glorifies the
history of Ja'panese militarist aggres-
sion in Asia. It deals with the 1904-5
war between Japan and Russia to
seize Korea and China.'s northeast-a
period of history the. people of China
and. Korea will never forget.

The Peking Review of February 5,
1971 in a long article under
the heading of Striking Revelation of
Japanese Militarism's Ambitions For
Aggression (the article has been lift-
e:! from the PR and published in a
Western film journal), made an ,a,t-
tempt to understand the reason be-
hind the Japanese government en-
couragement fOr the production of
such a "reactionary" film and criti-
cised Battle of ihe Japan Sea bitterly.
In the film the war to invade and grab
Chinese and Korean territory by
Emperor Meiji has been described
as a "sacred war" which had "nation-
wide support" and "an undertaking
paid for in blood." The Japanese
War supporters have let loose on the
screen a, horde of militarists once
again waving their blood-stained but-
cher's knives in another "show of
force" against the people of China,
Korea and the rest of Asia. The Pe-
king R~view alleges that "this is' an
other iron-clad evidence that the re-
actionary Sato government is vainly
trying to stage a come-back and take
the old road of aggression again un-
der the aegis of U.S. imperialism."

Battle of 'the Japan Sea opens with
an imperial conference of ministers
in the presence of Emperor MeijL
With lordly airs and in oratorical de-
clamations, they discuss the formu}.a.
tion of the "pioneering" national po-
licy of the "greater Japanese empire."
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As is known, militarism based on the
Tenno system, which regards "build-
ing up the military strength of the
nation "and expansion as the supreme
national policy, was adopted in the
Meiji era. In a "letter in his own
handwriting" and an imperial man-
date, Emperor Meiji openly advocated
"pioneering the vast seas" and "sp-
reading he national prestige far and
wide" by means of military expedi-
tions, 'and turning Japan into a "grea-
ter empire" to rule the world. Grow-
~ng strong through aggression, Ja-
panese militarism brought catastro-
phe to the people of Japan and the
rest of Asia for more than half ,a
century. The Peking Review article
lifted and published in the Western
paper alleges that "the 'pioneering
spirit' the Sato Government harps on
today is precisely this spirit of ex-
pansion and aggression to enslave and
plunder the people of Asia. Look-
ing at the presentation of the film
under review one can see along with
the outbursts of wild howls by the
"arch criminals" of the Meiji Dy-
nasty, the war machine of the Japa-
nese empire going into action. Ins-
tantly, the screen is 'filled with the
roar of guns land palls of smoke.
Japanese warships intrude into Korean
and, Chinese harbours, fully armed
Jllpanese aggressor troops land at
Jinnampo and Liaotung Peninsula,
trampling on the soil of Korea and
China.. . ' • I I i

In Battle of the Japan Sea, the
"pioneering spirit" of Japanese reac-
tionaries' ancestors has been given
great publicity and character":of chief-
tains of a war of aggression, Heiha-
chiro Togo, Maresuke Nogi and
Takeo Hirose described as "fa-
mous generals" in a "sacred war"
and "heroes" of ·an "era of prospe-
rity." They are lauded as "men who
made their name in history and able
commanders without peer before their
time and after." Loud music of
"victory" is used to eulogize the so-
called "magni'ficent military exploit~"
of Togo, Nogi and company. It is
believed that by showing these On the
screen, Japan's present rulers' inten-
tion to revive the hegemony of "the

greater Japanese empire" by force of
arms and again putting into effect the
colonialist plan of the "Greater East
Asia Co-prosperity Sphere" has been
well expressed.

With intensive arms expansioq and
preparations for war, the Sato gov-
ernment is perhaps getting Japanese
public opinion ready fOr it with an
av,alanche of militarist books, news-
papers, films, television and radio
programme.

Another recently-produced Japa-
panese film, Gdteway to Glory, cen-
tres around the career of Ichiro Hi-
rata who "does not fear to shed his
blood in fighting, not for defence but
for invasion and in la war of aggres-
sion." The main character of the film,
Ichiro Hirata, is a young man from
a poor family who once wanted to
become a statesman in order to
"solve social contradictions." But
after joining a naval ,academy he
"changes completely", wins a citation
from the emperor, and is on the
way to becoming a Fascist flunkey
who can "subjugate self to order and
render loyal service to the emperor."
After conducting suecessful operations
in the "war of aggression" he be·
comes the head of the naval .aca-
demy. The film ends with Hirata
going back to the front as a Supreme
Commander with a greater vigour and
lust for war.

The film openly calls on Japanese
young people to follow Hirata's ex-
,ample and be heroes who "do not
fear to shed their blood in war."
This glamorous picture of a "hero"
Seems to have covered up the Fascist
mentality bred in him by the poison
Of the reactionary militarist traditions
of expansion and aggression against
other countries. On the invasion of
China, Hirata is for "controlling the
air with carrier-based bombers." So
completely has he .given himself to
Japanese militarism that he waives a
leave to see his dying mother. "I
am now", he says, "first of all a man
of the navy and not my mother's
son."

The film critic of Peking Review,
writes that Gateway to Glory ha·s
been produced to deceive J~~a-
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Rabindranath And Jallianwallabagh
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that the victims of iniquity were not
the ICS men, nor the comprador-
landlord classes, but men in the street.

To continue :
"Let those who wish try to burden

the minds of the future with stones,
carrying the black memory of their
anger, but let us bequeath to the
generations to come only those
memorials which we rev~re."

In his eagerness to' conceal the
monstrosity of this incident from
future generations, he reveals his in-
herent class cohesion with the rulers.
For, who but the rulers would try
to smother the tremendous impact of
the ' incident On the people? And
in helping the rulers to pursue this
aim, Rabindranath at once labels
himself-no, not a lackey but a,
mediator.

The logic behind this high-sound-
ing philosophy is, however, quite ..-
naive. In an already polluted at-
mosphere, 'foul dreams of retaliation'
would further a~d to the overall
pollution. But hadn't this atmos-
phere, in which such unwarran-
ted mass slaughter could take place, ~
reached the point of super-saturation
with pollution? And, as the Bengalis
say, what abuse beyond death?
What was the fear of further deterio-
ration? The balance which had been
shaken, 'and which he was so anxious
to see restored, was it anything other
than the balance between the rulers
and the ruled? Had that balance
been shattered, it would have been all
to the good, it would have been
much better than the semblance of
peace. What was _ required was to
carry the spirit of vengeance forward
to an organised extreme, to use this
as the starting:'point of a new phase of
the peoples' struggle against imperia-
lism; and n9t to smother the pain by
offering philosophical prayers to the
terrible. But for Rabindranath to
cOJ;1cedethis was to go against the
very grain of his class outlook. So•

W HEN in protest against 'the
enormity of the measures taken

in the Punjab for quelling some local
disturbances, Rabindranath asked to
be relieved of the title of Knighthood,
the gesture was hailed as a tremen-
dous rebuff to the British rulers and
as renewed proof of his solidarity with
the Indian people. Today every child
knows and! is taught to boast of this
incident.

But what were the actual facts?
Did the incident really prove that
Rabindranath was one of the few who
could take upon themselves the task
of speaking for the vast multitude of
the oppressed masses? Or ,was he
merely a mediator between the wrath
of the rulers and the revenge of the
masses? Let us look into the facts
as they were.

In his message to the' first comme·
moration of the martyrs, Tagore in
strong language and in his typica,l
manner, condemned "the cowardliness
of the powerfu1." And then he said:

"Brothers, when physical force in. . ,
Its arrogant faith in itself, tries to
crush the spirit of man, then comes
the time for a man to assert that his
soul is indomitable. We shall refuse
to own' mora,l defeat by cher~shing in
our hearts foul dreams of retaliation.
The time has come for the victims to
be the victors in the field of
righteousness" .

-The time that has been made all
too familiar by M. K. Gandhi. But
~abindranath travels even farther ;-

"We who have witnessed the
wholesale slaughter of the innocent in
our neighbourhood, let us accept
God's own office, and cover the
bloodstain of iniquity with our prayer.

"With Thy Graciousn~ss, 0 Terri-
ble forever save us."

Leaving aside the rhetoric this
simply amounts to the affir~,a.tion
that though they have killed us, we
won't do them 'any harm. The only
point that should be mentioned is
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nese young people into becoming'
cannon fodder. What Hirata pre-
aches in the film is exactly what Sato
wants to spread in real life. Behind
the militarist's "loyalty and patrio-
tism" is the aggressive ambition to
rebuild the "Great Japanese Empire."
The Sato government talks about
"opening up Asia" and claims that
"Africa's natural resources ,are ex-
tremely important to the Japanese
economy". Before sending its navy
recently on round ..•the-world trips,

o boarded the warships to tell the
Officersand men, to "take ,a good look
at the world" and to "look at the
motherland from a broad .angle."
Hirata repeats this in the film: "We
should turn our attention abroad and
the emperor's prestige spreads to the
whole world." Both in the govern-
ment and on the screen the milita-
rists echo and en~ourage each other
to "carryon the great cause of the
ancestors" and "break ten thousand
leagues of waves."



what he had to say to his suffering
countrymen was put in plain lan-
guage, that though they had killed us
in the hundreds like dogs, we must
jn order to uphold the virtues of
righteousness keep silent and not in-
dulge in any foul dreams of retalia-
tion. What greater service could one
render to the rulers ~

It is not my intention to belittle
Rabindranath, to prove that he was
nothing but a hypocrite. All I wish
to establish is that his ide3s like those
of every other human being, bore
the mark of their class origin. Him-
self belonging to the class which was
created to serve the purpose of the
British colonialists, he was akin to
the ideas of the ruling class. It was
not for him to see that what was
meat for his class was poison for the
whole people. Hence this role of a
check-valve.

It matters little whether this role
was an unconscious one or one of deli-
berate choice. But this very incident,
far from bringing to light his oneness
with the oppressed masses in their
struggle against imperialism, establi-
shes beyond! doubt his actual identity
-that of a mediator. Mediator-it
seems to be the last word concerning
Rabindranath in his relations with
the British and the Indian people.

Clippings

The Punjab Naxalites
The· recrudescence of terrorist ac-

tivity which has been sh3ttering the
calm of the Punjab countryside for
the past 14 months points to the
alarming fact that the pernicious seed
of Naxalism has taken root here. The
shoot-to-kill approach adopted by the
police against Naxalites has only
scratched the surface of the problem.
The regularity with which their ac-
tivity continues shows that mere
attritional action has been un3ble to
contain the spread of the movement
which in Punjab is purely intelli-
gentsia-based. All that the police
have so far succeeded in doing is to
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bring about periodic lulls whenever
they shoot a couple of extremists in
an encounter. But these lulls have
always been short-lived.

In Punjab the Naxalite movement
came into being in 1968 when about
50 members of the Communist Party
with extremist leanings 'separated
from the party. They formed the
nucleus around which the movement
was built. That very year they are said
to have attacked the police on two
occasions at Bhikhiwind village and
later at Chamkaur Sahib. The ex-
termination of "class enemies"-a
category that includes landlords,
moneylenders and other such "oppres-
sors", witnesses, detractors of Maoist
ideology and police officers-began
in 1969. In August last year, alleged
Naxalites gunned down a Swatantra
Party MLA, Mr Basant Singh, at his
farm near Patiala, and this is when
the politicians and the pollee came to
take notice of the magnitude of the
menace. In March this year the
student son of a senior police officer
was stabbed to death in his hostel
room it) Chandigarh. Two -police-
men including ·a Deputy Superinten-
dent and several landlords have also
fallen victim' to the Naxalites in
recent mopths.

The Naxalites are well entrenched
in the Sangrur, Bhatinda, Jullundur
and Hoshiarpur districts. Well over
50 murders have been committed by
them since the beginning of 1970, the
number of attempetd murders being
much larger. The police On their
part have \n- retaliation shot dead
about 40 Naxalites in encounters dur-
ing the same period. According to
police estimates there are approxi-
mately 100 "hard core" Naxalites in
the State, all in the age group of 18
to 35 years.

The most disquieting fact of all is
the deep involvement of the students,
teachers and Government servants in
the movement. The orders issued
receritly by the State Education De-
partment asking all principals and
he3dmasters of district schools and
col!eges to be on the look out for
Naxal!ites among the students and

teachers alike, constitute a pointer to;
this reality.

Were it not inte11igentsi~-based, _
presence lof the Naxalite movemem.
would seem paradoxical in this pros-
perous State where neither an acu
land problem nOr any perpetual pOQf
rich confrontation exists. Even 1;b,
farm worker in Punjab is probably the
highest paid unskilled labourer in the
country getting anything from Rs
to Rs 12 a day. Mor,eover the three3
crop pattern allows neither the farmer
nor the labourer any time for i
g{flCe-in political aotivit;y, eXitre
or o:herwise. It is here thn the ed~
cated. but unemployed school anq:
college students come into the pictw;e.:
They form the mainstay of the Nax
lite terrorist force along with some
disgruntled, landless persons.

The coPege te~,chers and other s~
Naxalites are the brains of the moVQo.
ment as also the authors of the
siderable extremist litersture produce
in the State. Punjab has probabl'
the most proli<fic output of Naxali
literature in the country after W
Bengal; the better known clandes •
publications are "Lok Yudh"
"Hem Jyoti."

All the really importallt Na~ali
ideologues have so far succeeded .
eluding the police, with the result .t
the movement is spreading and keep.,
ing up its terrorist momentum.
the time the police h3ve killed a dOzeJJ
Naxalite "field workers", as the aQ:-
tive terrorists are called, anollbet'
three dozen have been indoctrinat
by the ideologues to carry the Maoisf
Imessage further.

Some students arrested by the police'
revealed that the ideologues organ'
study circles and brain-stormin&c
sessions to convert impressionable
young students to the path of violence.

These students who become Nax
lites have divided the countryside into
zones, each zone comprising three tq;
four villages. There is one com
leader for every zone. They n~
attack in groups of less than five or
more than seven, their principal tar
gets being the police stations and arlO
mouries and Government treasuries.
Recently a note was received threat-
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change with time. Way back in
1928, Mao Tse-tung proved that
"mistakes in tactics were made solely
because of failure to distinguish
between two kin.ds of period, that in
which the regime of the ruling clz<sses
is temporarily stable and that in which
it is split up" (the struggle in Ching-
kang-san)

If the word 'style' is supposed to
mean policy, then even today the
overall policy of the CPC and PRe
as such, remains unchanged. That
policy is "to make use of contradic-
tions, win over the many, oppOSe the
few land crush our enemies one by
one' (on Policy). Today, the impe-
rialists .are plagued with recurring
crises (the pre3ent one is seventh in a
row since 1967), their contradictions
have sharpened and their infights are
bursting up to the surface. So natu-
rally it would be wise to walk right
into them (The struggle in Ching kaog-
shan) and further spread out the wing
of socialism over the world people.

Mao Tse-tung has said time and
over zgain: "the policy we adopt is of
decisive importance" (On Policy)
While fighting the Japane3e imperia-
lism the "basic policy" was "to deve-
lop the progressive forces, win over
the middle forces ,and isolate the anti-
communist diehard forces". In
"Current Problems of Tactics" we
read: "Steady expansion of the pro-
gressive forces is the only way to pre-
vent the situation from deteriorating,
to forestall capitulation and splitting,
and to lay a firm and indestructible
foundation for victory". In the same
work it was pointed out that "the
winning over of the mi,ddle forces is
I:ln extremely important task for us".
For isolation of diehard forces once
zgain an incisive line of distinction
was drawn. Pre-1943, Jap:nese im-
perialism was distinguished from the
other imperialist 'forces, as it WaS
Japanese imperialism that had actually
committed aggression against China.
Referring to the policy Mao Tse-tung
had clearly said that "we de~l with im-

J perialism in the same way".
The General Line of 1960 and Lin

Piao's report .at the 9th congress of
the epc (ref.: Foreign Policy) had

Letters

Is It "A New Style ?"
Your ectito;ial "A new style" (30

October 1971) has come to me as a.
surprise. A "safe guess" about th~
PLA was not necessary. Because,
Lin Piao's photogrzph appeared in
Peking Review No. 27 (2.7.71) and
No. 32 (6.8:71); the joint editorial
commemorating Army Day wrote that
the Chinese People's Liberation Army
is "commanded by Vice Chairman
Lin" (PR 32, 6.8.71), a message to
greet the 27th anniversary of the
liberation of Rumania wa,s also signed
by "Vice Chairman Lin Piao" (PR 35,
27.8.71 ) ; A message to greet the 26th
anniversary o'f the founding of DRVN
was also signed by "Vice Chairman
Lin Piao" (PR 37, 10.9.71); a
message to greet the 23rd enniv~rsary
of the founding of DPRK was also
signed by "Vice Chairman Lin Piao"
(PR 38, 17.9.71).

And now, the latest China Pictorial.
Its cover page has brought ~ out a
photograph of both the top leaders
together, under the caption: Cha,ir-
man Mao Tse Tung and his close
comrade-in-arms Vice Chairman Lin
Piao". Earlier photographs also bore
the same caption.

It is an irony rather than a coinci-
dence that the latest China Pictorial
and your editorial were released on
the same day.

"China is now showinnga, new
style": In what contextual meaning
has the word 'style' been used?

If it has been used to mean prin-
ciple, I as yet cannot trace ',a' new
style'. Mao Tse-tung had said "we
should be '.firmin principle; we should
also have all the flexibility permissible
and necessary for carrying OUitour
principles" (Report to the 2nd ple-
nary session of 7th CC df the CPC).
Till date I do not know of any ins-
tance wherein they have either com-
promised or changed their principle.

If the word 'style' has been used
to mean tactics, then the CPC has
always favoured flexible and varying
tactics. Tactics depend on the pre-
valent objective condition.? which(From The Indian Expres~)

Ever since the new Inspector
General of Police, Mr Ashwini
Kumar, took over, the police's attri-
tional 2pproach has intensified. In the
process three printing presses, piles
of Nax"lite literature and huge caches
of arms and ammunition have been
recovered in raids on Naxalite hide-
outs. From one suspect alone the
police recovered as many as 95 hand
grenades. Nearly 300 Naxalite sym-
p"thi<ers and. supporters have been
arrested under the Maintenance of
Tnter~al Security Act in recent weeks.
That the rural population is itself
opposed to such extremism was indi-
c"ted. by an incident in Sardulgarh,
Bhatinda, on October 13; when a
Naxa1ite was killed by some people
who left anti-Naxalite posters at the
spot.

The police, however, are acting as
if by their disregarding the lITavity of
the problem, the problem itself will
vanish.

The Naxalites have also infiltrated
into the Punjab Police Department
as evidenced by the fact that on several
occasions the terrorists were forewar-
ned of police action against them.

Last winter the walls of Gandhi
Bhawan in the Punjab University cam-
pUs were found plastered with Naxa-
lite slogans and posters.

tening a raid On the rural branch of
a nationalised bank, but al large police
posse was stationed at the bank and
the raid never materalised.

According to the police, Punjab
Naxalites are known to have direct
links with West Bengal. Many of
them go there regularly for "intensive
training" .

Pockets of Naxalite influence exist
in the Punjab University at Chandi-
garh and the Punjabi University at
:Patiala. An engineering college in "
major Punjab town is known to be a
hotbed of Naxalite activity. Chandi-
garh was considered to be a safe sanc-
tu~ry for Naxalites until March this
year when the student's murder put
the police on their trail.



stressed an us imperialism as the
enemy af the warld peaple withaut af
caurse UllIClerratingothw- :imperiaJist
powers and Soviet social-imperia,lism.
But On 20:h May 1970, a clear line
af distinction was made. The call
went out: "People of the warld unite
'and ,defeat the US imperialism".

Since then the progressive forces
are being actively "developed,"
middle forces are being "wan over".
Anti-communist diehards like US im-
perialism and its running dogs (one
being the Sato gavernment) are being
severely attacked. The PRC has been
extendmg the same policy the world
aver-even to the home grounds of
US imperialism. It is in this pers-
pective that the virulence of attack on
Soviet social-imperialism has been
toned down somewha.t, without of
course slackening the vigilance against
it.

The policy of uniting. all forces
that can be united, to isolate ,and
attack the "most stubborn enemy",
is not new SO far as Marxism-Leni-
nism-Mao Tse-tung Thought are
concerned.

Mao Tse-tung . had scientifically
predicted long zgo-"the present situa-
tion in which the United States can-
troIs a majority in the United Nations
and dominates many parts of the
world is a, temporary one, which will
eventually be changed". One-half of
the prediction has come true.
The second half of the above predic-
tion no longer appears to be a, very
remote possibility I

"The new style" is not 'odd ... to
Maoists abroad'. It is 'odd' to the
'ultras only'.

Mao Tse-tung himself defined the
ultras Or the extremists and reflected
on their policies to say: "both extre-
mist policies (all alliance and no strug-
gle and all struggle and na alliance)
caused great lasses to the party and
the revolution". His concept of united
front is that it "combines alliance and
struggle" and that "struggle is the
means to unity and unity is the 2[m
af struggle".

If the extremists with one hand
wave the red flag df Mao Tse-tung
Thought and with the other continue
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to cammit "Left" or Right errors,
then it is they who are to blame and
not the Party members and cadres as
a whole.

Han Suyin's statements c;,reneither
new nor do they present ,a, surprise.
China not anly wants friendly rela-
ions with India and Pakistan (to
name anly two) but also friendly
relations between India and
Pakistan, without either or both of
them being under the clutches of
U.S. imperialism. Such friendly re-
lations are for uniting all possible
'forces that can be united to fight
against the principal enemy of the
world people-U.S. imperialism. This
is, as outlined earlier, an old policy.

To the CPC ,and PRC "negotiation'"
is nothing new. China and cpe
have always advocated negotiation as
the primary weapon to' settle diffe-
rences with other countries. Twenty-
five ye",rs ago the CPC even allowed
U.S. representative Patrick Hurley to
fly into Yenan and mediate as a "third
party" between t~e CPC ,and KMT.

The overall policy is to give the
enemy 'tit for tat'. But haw to give
'tit for tat' depends on the situation.
If the enemy wants to 'fight, then he
must be fought (without losing the
initiative at any stage) and wiped
out. If the enemy wants to nego-
tiate then to decline on occasions
would mean 'tit for tat' and on other
occasions to go for negotiations can
be the 'tit for tat' reply-all de-
pends on the prevalent subjective
condition and the forces that are at
pla,y.

The PRes approach to E. Pakis-
tan is based on the following: "The
c'0mmunists are distinguished from
the other working class parties by
this only; 1. In the na.tional strug-
gles of the proletarians of the diffe-
rent countries, they point out and
bring to the front the common inte-
rest of the entire proletariat, inde-
pendently of all nationality. 2. In the
v~rious stages of development which
the struggle of the working class
against the bourgeoisie has ta pass
thraugh, they always and everywhere

represent the interests
ment as a whole"
Manifesto) .

S'0cialist China's 'style' of work is
not 'new', but quite different.

One may recall the speech that
Dr Norman Bethune gave to describe
his person3,1 experiences in Saviet
Russia,. Others who had visited the
country along with him had described
the happenings there as odd and
quizzing. Dr Bethune referred to them
and their descriptions as 'Malioe. in
Blunder land'. He explained that Soviet
Russia, being a country with a socia-
list social system, was quite different
and even opposite to the world out-
side its borders-one may even ha,ve
to walk on his head to recognise
things in the perspective "outsiders"
are used to seeing. Today, one may
very well say the same about Socialist
China.

That is why we do not find hourly
health 'bulletins' from the 'palace' ar
such other kingly abodes. We do
not 'find news of every 'tour' ar even
a. 'sneeze'. Whether a fraternal party
in a banquet toasts a particular lea,
der is tO'0 trivial a matter to be evetl
reckoned, specially ta those wha aro
fighting for the victory of socialism
and proletarian culture.

I humbly present the above for ro,
view md criticism. I have said an
this not for vilification but beca
I am, like many others, a keen reade
of Frontier-a friend and admirer
too. If I have said anything wrang;;
I shall appreciate scNhing criticis
for my rectification.

Of Boys And Brutalities

"They chained
ged them in la.nd locked them up in;
small cells where the sun never enten
and wherefrom the old air nev
retires to make way for the new.
boys coughed, it was cold, gasped f
lair and cried aloud in anger and dip
tress. The cries got muffled in the
cells...

"They brought 'food' for thl; bay~



The boys glanced at it and said '&his
. bu.lshit'; at which they laughed and
said 'but it is good enough for you'.
"The boys could not and not want to
eat, whereupon they said 'you will go
~ithout bullshit even'. The young
ones starved and shouted. The shouts
got lost in the murky cells ...

''They locke.,di them in the cells
round the clock and every d3Y. The
boYs cried: 'allow us out at least to
Illnswer ca113 of nature'. But they
said 'you have a mud pot which is

ugh for the best of God's creation,
an you are the very worst'. 'The
-pots are not cleaned for days' shouted.
the boys. Their shouts were drowned
in the stench and the filth...

"And, then, la' very young one in
very high fever said 'My mother, I am
told, is dying. Please let me see her
before I die.' But they said, 'You
will neither see nOr be seen'. The
young one cried in pain and despair.
'The strong cells, however, took care
'to silence the shriek".

You may wonder who they are and
'Who the boys are. The boys could be
the young Christians, and they, their
Roman overlords or the boys could.
be the hapless Jews in Germany and
they, their Nazi masters.

They are not. Here, the boys are
-the 'Naxalites' in Visakhapatnam jail
and they are their jailors. And
'though the situation is not exactly
.alike, it' is almost similar. Matters
iU'e heading towards an explosion.
There w,as a clash and a hunger-
strike in Hyderabad; there was a
demand from prisoners in Tirupati
asking for hutnane treatment in Visa-
khapatnam. The authorities are do-
ing their very best to prod and pro-
voke the prisoners into ,a,revolt. Be-
cause, though the boys have all the
guts, the authorities have all the guns.

nd the sooner the guts and the gun~

~eople's Book House

Meher House,

Cowasji Patel Street,

meet in action, the better it is for tbe
latter. In such an event, you see,
th~ public can be spared the 'un-
seemly' trouble of witnessing a legal
trial of the Naxalites.

Not that taking the boys for
the trial is much trouble for the
police and jailors. The boys can be
taken in hooded and heavily guarded
vans and by discreet routes to a
court which is specially located on
the extreme tip of Ind1a's eastern
border, within less than a stone's
throw from the sea, where the public
would not gather, where the few thaL
take interest in the trial ,and come to
court can be marked and noted and
later harassed .and where the haran-
gues, the shouts, the slogans, the
slangs and the cries of the Naxalites
can conveniently ~ contained and left
to be lost in the sounding of the
waves. They might as well have
located the court in a ship anchored
off the coast, thus 'immunising' the
public from the dangerous Naxalite
slogans and lectures.

Not that they aannot do it. But,
you see, however small it might be,
it is still a bother and a headache
The best way out is to have no boy\:
at all, so that there need be no tro'"
uble orIOcatin$ any court anywhere
to try them.

R. VISWANATH SASTRY
Hyderabari

This is a piece by a well-known
revolutionary writer. Mr Sastry
wrote it after \hearing about the treat-
ment meted out to prisoners by the
Jail Superintendent ih Visakhapatnam,
a notorious jailor transferred from
Rajahmundry where he killed two
prisc1ners by beating them.

Government Violence
News agencies operating in West

Bengal are reporting a decline in
violence. Do the ,figures include all
the casualties, for instance" those inflic-
ted by the, State Police, the Central
Reserve Police, the Centres's, Secret
Service personnel and the Armed For-
ces' jawaus engaged in combing not

'merely' "NaxaIite" dens but also cam-
puses and hostels Of the Jadavpur and
Visva-Bharati universities ~ It is a
diabolical piece of omission to put
the reading public in blinkers, and
hide the facts of genocidal killing in-
dulged in by the redoubtable roughne-
cks of the Congress (R) in Cossipore-
Baranagar. How long can the estab-
lishment keep back stark, brutal facts
of administrative murder, of intelli-
gence police in plain clothes flicking
off young men and students in Howrah
station's IIlrd class waiting room, at
the cross-roads of Cossipore-Sintbee-
Baranagar area, .at exit points leading
to the Ganges, in Birbhum's obscure
villages, on the streets of Ashoken3gar,
Burdwan, Calcutta, Krishnagar? Why
was there no judicial inquiry held into
the police-managed murders of eight
innocent youths in Barasat-Basirhat?

R. P. MULLICK
Lucknow

Self. Criticism

"After devoting more than twenty
years of the collection ,and interpreta-
tion of historical material on the 19th
century -Bengal renaissance, I find
many lacunae in the work done."
This is how the famous Benoy Ghose
opens his self-criticism. (September
25). Self-critisism is always welcome.

In his works, Benoy Ghose deve-
loped a sort of mechanical parallelism
between the European Renaissance
and the so-called Renaissance -move-
ment in Bengal. Throughout his re-
search career he has been a victim of
reasoning by anslogy. He did not
try to analyse the basic class-truc-
ture from a socia-economic standpoint
and never took into account the typi-
cal/environment of this British colony.
Thus he failedl to lanalyse the obliquity
of European influence on Bengal
through the imperialist Britain and
could not clearly point out the crisis
of our rootless new culture. But it
is heartening to note the belated signs
of sanity, though he stilI seems to be
under the spell of analogy.

SATYAjIT CHAUDHURY
Naihati
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Until you want another child,use

HIRODH
the rubber contraceptive millions choose
80ld bit : Gen.rai M.rch~nts, CheMists and D,.,ol."'

••••• vi.l9h Storti'. P••• h..,.. It.. , """-- -- -

YJOUldn't JOU first
like to give this child

all the care he needs?

...
Help him take his first steps Itllnrliln,g. Make sure he gets all the things you're planning to
give. him. But If another child should come along too soon, this may not be easy. WOllldn't yo.
prefer to .avoid this?
IIlI\\.ons of couples all over the world are doing lliat that. They put oft having another child till
they are ready for It. You too can do this with NIRODH. It's the world'. most popular rubber
contraceptive for men. Remember. NIRODH Is the safest. simplest method of Family Planning
ud.J1as been used successfully for generations. So why don't you too use NIRODH.
Available everywhere at only 15 pal.e for 3 because It Is subsidised by the Government..
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