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. if—the writer is truthful and does not behave like the man whom Truman desc:
“as a shifty-eyed goddam liar.  Public opinion, it appears, has already :
‘appeased by the act of resignation, and compassion for the fallen man may S
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NIXON GOES

MR Nixon is perhaps consoling himseif with the thought that he has

4 passed into history. as the first American president to resign, He
in disgrace, to avoid conviction on impeachment charges. The high-sou
bill of impeachment drawn up by the House of Representatives Judiciary
mittee said. .“Richard Nixon has acted in a manner (wasn't he to the mq
born?) contrary to his trust as President and subversive of constitutional
ment, to the great'prejudice of the cause of law and justice and to the mar
injury of the people of the United States™.

The charges were obstruction of justice, abuse and misuse of power
refusal to obey subpoenas issued by the Judiciary Committee. Tax-eva
use of public money to beautify his private residence, the prolonged bom
of Cambodia in violation of Congress directions etc were leoft out. The
iwo relate to personal behaviour and, under the capitalist system making
and evading taxes are all right. As to the third, Congress now does not
to mind much the manifest injury done to a poor Asian country by the |
and most powerful State the world has yet seen.. After all, Americans u
successive presidents, Republican or democrat, have seen much duplicity
destruction in the exercise of power in Asia and Africa. In the ‘impeach
bill, therefore, the Judiciary Committee concentrated on the injury done to
Americal people and their consiitution. : 3

There was no doubt what the charge of obstruction of justice would |
Section 1510 of the United States Code states that “whoever willfully end
by means of bribery, misrepresentation. intimidation, to force or threats the
to obstruct, delay, or prevent the communication of information relating 1
violation of any criminal statute of the United States by any person to a cri
investigator” is liable to criminal vrosecution. Mr Nixon was guilty of
when he asked for hush money to be paid to Hunt, - )

It is not known for certain whether Mr Nixon will be left in peace to a
his papers and write his memoirs—the staff and office expenses in any
would cost the Government $96,000 a year—enjoying a/tax-free pension of $60,
The memoirs could be highly interesting and a best-seller if—and it is a

him presecution and conviction. Besides, most people in America, as elsewh




tions hther White House had been sub-
ected to such exposure, the results

¢ board. Was Nixon the limit ?
: Amerwan people who gave him a
! victory for a second term will
e to wait and see.

the  Commission, the
Justice  Kailash Nath
fanchoo, after some sifting, recommen-
od that 10 deserved to be probed. At
stage, the West Bengal Cabinet got
the act. The Cabinet—or at least
of the Cabinet Ministers—decided
five of the 10 allegations lodged
nst important Ministers were altoge-
frivolous, and must not be taken
The Chief Minister, Mr Siddhartha
'_kar Ray, concurred, and the Commis-
’s terms of reference were modulated
’ﬁ’qmnrdmgly A 'umque innovation has
' been introduced in the field of juris-
dence.  The accused on their own
determined that no prima facie
: exists against them and have
; @eteecl the recommendaticns of the for-
ner Chief Justice of the country who has
thus been instructed to enquire into only
residual allegations against residual
- Ministers. Since the latter wield little
: pahtlcal clout, the leaders of the various
tions of the State Congress are no
er unduly perturbed If, for brigh-
g up the image of the party, some
ers have to be found corrupt, or
least have to stand investigation, let
relatively unimportant be offered as
ificial goats. The big ones must go
tfree; the judge must not investigate

siderations,

‘WM}&. Mr Swaran Smgh, has stated, of
all places at Seoul, that the White House
resignation will strengthen democracy
and that whatever boosts democracy is
welcome in his country. We are great
ones for hypocrisy. Otherwise Mr Singh
would not have forgotten so soon the
charges brought by the CPI(M) MP
against Mrs Gandhi and others in her
Cabinet during the no-confidence debate

in the Lok Sabha. The charges remain un-

answered. However, as very moral per-
sons we can rejoice in the fact that My
Nixon quit on August 9, a day to remem-
ber in India.

Ask No Questions

their conduct, however serious the al-
lezations.

The real purpose of the commission
can be easily understood if one goes
through the application recently moved
at Calcutta High Court against the Wan-
choo Commission‘by Mr Ranadev Chau-
dhuri on behalf of Mr Tarini Mahato,
General Secretary, Youth Congress Com-
mittee, Purulia and Mr Sambhu Nath
Baksi. The ' petitioners challenged the
Wanchoo Commission’s terms of reference
dated July 16 on the grounds that serious
charges of corruption have been ignored,
the ad hoc decision to appoint the Com-
mission was motivated by political con-
the terms of reference
were too narrow and the whole proce-
dure adopted was ultra vires the Com-

‘mission of Inguiry Act, 1952. The peti-

tioners” case was that in their memoran-
dum submitted an June 22 they speci-
fically mentioned names, dates and figures
to show how Mr Sitaram Mahato, Minis-
ter-in-charge, Forest Department, indul-
ged in the “grossest abuse of official pow-
ers’, encouraged and practised nepotism,
unduly exercised his influence and as such
introduced corruption in definite matters
of public importance. Along with the
memorandum copies of some of the origi-
nal documents in support of the allega-
tions were submitted. It was alle-
ged, ithat complaints of ‘comparatively
minor importance were picked up,
omitting the serious charges,

show cause rule on the Wanchoo Com-
mmm. Similarly, complaints in writ
ing supported with documents against ,
Mr Tarun Kanti Ghose, Mr Prafulla v
Kanti Ghose, Mr Abu Barkat Gani Khan
Chaudhuri and Mr Jainal Abedin are
missing.  More than one Minister did
complain that against these four Ministers
allegations of the most serious nature
were deposited. Where have these
gone? Some of them said that the al-
legations being enquired mm are'so
minor that even an officer in .
a police station is competent enough f
to look into them. .
Detailed® reports have appeared m'
newspapers of how some of the com-
plainants living outside Caleutta are being
harassed by the authorities under the
pretext that they want to know whether
they are fake or not. The police have |
been interrogating and terrorising entire ™ [ =
communities; and registered lettets ad-
dressed to complainants have been held up
so that non-reply can be adduced as proof
that the complaints are not genuine. .
Mr Justice Wanchoo is now in Delhi.
He has been reportedly asked
State Ministers as well as the Prime
ter herself to hold the Commlmun" s
session in a closed-door court room, Be-
ing overruled by the very Ministers whnse
conduct he is supposed to investigate, the
former Chief Justice is reported to have
agreed,

It Goes On

A correspondent writes:

Even makmg a bhstenng sp
Parliament is crying in the wil
Newspapers do not have either the g
or space to give the readers a fair i
of the debate. Besides, how. many
ple can read newspapers? There i is
drive against illiteracy: literacy can
awkward for the gwemment. ;




_ t&emn a revelation.
" Agnwlture Rs 13.84 crores

~ Central police (1972-73): Rs. 130.31
- (1974-75 budget estimates): Rs
939 crores. Administrative Services.
972-73) : Rs. 233.66 crores. (1974-75
estimates) : Rs 389.09 crores.
(after Bangladesh war) 1972-
1652.22 crores. 1974-75 (bud-
: Rs 1915 crores. Intelligen-
(1969-70) Rs. 449.31.000.

tic proﬁts made by cer-
Industries) made Rs

m Rs 245.20 lakhs in the
year. I'Enduatan Lever Ltd.,

rise of Rs 4,000 per car allowed by the
government. Mr L. M. Mishra is said to
allot two rakes of coal wagon for Rs
1,20000 a day:; the Commerce
Minister, Mr Chattopadhyay, Mr Bosu
said, was given Rs 2 crores by the jute
industry. \
Howtver, the show goes on.

Long Live Floods

Every year around this time the wea-
ther gods take over the Indian econo-
my. Some parts of the country exveri-
ence floods and others drought. Chief
Ministers and Central Ministers fly over
the submerged areas or visit the drought-
stricken ones, wasting hundreds of kilo-
litres of aviation fuel and motor spirit.
On their return to the base, they issue
fittingly sympathetic statements woicing
their sorrow at the oplight of the
people and their earnest intention to do
something about it.  But within days.
and sometimes within hours, more “pres-
sing” affairs of State overtake them
and the noble feelings of really doing
something for the hard-hit people, get
submerged under issues more vital for
their own survival. This has been the
scenario all through, and it shows little
sign of changing in the near future.

But to manv others, it is all just not
that simple. To a section of the bureau-
cracy, floods and drought wvrovide the
god-send opportunity to make a nuick

- buck at the expense of the suffering

of some stupid silent  peonle
who must go on through the ordeal for
years on end. The officials are given
a large sum of money for relief opera-
tions but the laws do not prevent them
from pocketing a substantial part of it
by inflating the bills or showing fictitious
names of recipients or programmes. The
unscrupulous section of the bureaucracy
has a ready ally in the unscrupulous
politicians and the so-called social work-
ers who mint money out of all this. In
fact, almost everybody gets a spin-off
from the relief. expenditure except the
people for whom it is intended. The

whole process has been perfected to such

i

mmmmaandhgnmdkeed, mmbythuumetbn&e&
: hubmgwanRslcmmforﬁaepma

lay over one, two or three years, set

no way of checking it. What is

the people who are supposed to do
checking, like the members of the
tries, are themselves involved in
sordid game. From this year, the G
ernment has even dropped its
of doing anything about these
people. The Centre, following the
commendations of the Sixth Fina
Commission, has told States that ¢
must manage such relief expenses
natural calamities from reserves tl
they have to build themselves. But
States have hardly done that, nor
they aurpluaea for this purpose.
result is that whatever little ma
trickle through after successive
ings” bythfemntpa:hesmghtnﬂ_
be there this year, Last year,
to the annual report of I:l;eUnmu
try of Power and Irrigation, the ¢
from floods and cyclones was
mated at Rs*500 crores. And zny e
nomist would feel that the proper

to do is to make substantial capital

the projects that could reduce the
tent of damage by such natural c:
ties and thus spare thecmtrymf
a huge recurring loss. But lhen
simple economics suggests can

hope to be acceptable to the learn e
perts. More important, why bot
when floods and dmgh&help you
make money?




- gal, geographical, political and cul-
, which helped the interventionist
gy in the fall of 1971. Now the

er revision of the power-balance
uth Asia, and supremacy.
Ihe compulsions are many. A major
tion for altering the existing equa-
of power cannot, of necessity,
) half-way, A supposedly revanchist
can never be expected to con-
to the altered power-structure ;
1 a manipulated change in its goy-
ent is no guarantee that the new
of rulers would be less prone to up-
the natural sentiments of Pakis-
s for preserving Pakistan’s integrity.
better tactic, therefore, is to work
slow and persistent nibbling away
Pakistan’s national morale, of creat-

silb-_:rlaﬁonal groups with separatist
iments in  favour of a ! separate
and to  exploit the underlying

of self-determination of such
in the direction of setting  up
structures predisposed in favour
strategists’ concept of power-

e. :
In 1971 the strategic quest was to
te a new buffer State and maintain
as a potential pincer against not only

e-up of anti-super power forces (in
a, rebel areas in Nagaland, Mizo-
n and Manipur), which might prove
menable to the designs of establish-
- power hegemony in South Asia, In
4 such an aim appears well within
reach of practicability;
crisis-ridden US imperialism has,
orce, altered its global strategy in
th-East and South Asia to adopt a
or tactical retreat and suspend-
presence, its armed strength and

and political capability employed
as factors of influence, in conjunc-
with the political power of China
the economic capability of Japan.,
USA’s foreign policy has, perhaps

Strategies
il. i Mm.um‘:.

was tﬁe,incumpﬁtﬂﬂily of East Ben-

but also  against any possible -

been changed to the extent of accommo-
dating New Delhi’s present moves, which
are lo consolidate the gains of }97] and
to expand still further the latter’s power-
structure in South Asia. The USSR stands
lo gain immensely through an expanded
Afghanistan and independent Baluchis-
fan.

Russia’s  specious advocacy of the
people’s right to self-determination has,
however, begun in cut both ways: pro-
voking disruptionist  and secessionist
movements in Baluchistan and the “Pa-
khtoon™  areas of Pakistan, as well as
providing moral muscles to the Kurds”
strugele for a free Kurdistan in Iraq.

Before the advent of the present Baa-
thist regime in Iraq, with its commitment
to an ambiguous variety of socialism and
pro-Soviet line in foreign relations the
USSR had helped Mullah Mustafa Bara-
zani’s armed movement for antonomy in
Iragi Kurdistan. The subsequent with-
drawal of Soviet support for the Kurds’
right of self-determination was an act of
gratutious political bounty to pre-West
Turkey and Iran, both of which  have
substantial numbers of Kurds (5 million
and 4 million respectively). Relatively,
the number of Kurds living in and around
Mosul, the oil-rich mountainous area of
north Iraq, is much less; but they are

 better led and better organised. This is

why the Kurdish struggle for the right
of self-determination has continued for
decades, Since Iran’s is an absolute
authoritarian regime, a safe political ex-
pedient for the ITranian monarch would
be to let Kurdish aspirations die through
secret repression and callous neglect of
their economie development. The Shah
of Iran has another political compulsion
for following a binary policy in interna-
tional affairs, offering the allegiance of
an imperialist camp-follower to the Usa,
and the appeasement of a pragmatist to
the USSR: he has the headache of a
considerably numerous Baluch minority
in south-eastern Iran, contiguous to Balu.
chistan in Pakistan,
This explains the ambivalence of the

Shah’s attitude to Pakistan’s  rulers; .

‘borne out by the trend and tenor of au-’

powerful neighe

bours as the USSR and
start a  chain-action,

partial disintegration of Iran. Should
the Shah, in view of such a possibility,

assume too overt an approach of com-
mitted suppoit to uphold Pakistan’s in-
tegrity, it would not be difficult for the -
USSR to provoke disruption within Iran
and put a blight on the Shah’s neo-Aryan
dream of an imperial Iran. This consi-
deration has been weighty enough, re-
cently, to prod the Shah to toe a highly
ingenious line of pleasing both the Pakis-
tan-Islamic integral, and the Soviet-
Indian entente cordiale. But since there «
is an obvious limitation to such dipl&i-'
tic ingenuity and its inner contradictions,
the net result'of Iran’s foreign policy, as
applied in this region of South Asia, has .
been a slow but distinct cool-off apropos
akistan, : s T
And that, naturally, has encouraged -
‘New Delhi. No wonder Indfa®® Foreign
Minister speaks with such gusto about
the reign of terror in Baluchistan, and -
is so concemed about the Baluchis- and
the Pakhtoons in Pakistan, and alsé over
the way the administration of these Pakis-
tani areas is carried out. The Indjan

Foreign Ministry drops casual .comments | epe=
about Bhutto’s “internal problems” and | s
makes sympathetic references to

struggle of these elements for carving §
out semi-independent autonomous areas ~ gz
in frontier regions of Pakistan. The
Afghan Ambassador in India stated in
New Delhi on July 26 that the territories
of Pakhtoons and Baluchis were not ips
tegral parts of Pakistan, He added that
the isupport (extended by the Afghan
vernment, impliedly) “for-the cause
of the Pakhtoons and the Baluchis s in
no way interference in the domestic af-
fairs of Pakistan”. The Afghan Goy-
ernment’s policy “of fully supporting the
ledltimate demands of a»,um 1
Baluchis could not be changed™ by Bhu- ol
tto’s threats and aggressive attitude apro-% | =
pos the Afghan Government, = . @ 9
That the Government of Afghanistan
enjoys the tacit support of New Delhi is

thoritative pronouncements by its Cabinet

AUGUST 17, 1974
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sloma- "Ttmes of India”, for instance
neigh- ¥} July 27, 1974: “Mr Swaran
might tone well to leave Mr Bhutto
T doubt that, this country takes a

m view of his bellicose utterances
Afghawtan and regards these as
cation of his lack of interest in
and stability in the region..

utto cannot feel entitled to dis—
status quo in Kashmir and at
e same time claim that the Durand
= drawn up by the British Govern-
, sacrosanct. He should also re-
at the language of threats can
- highly cuimlernproductn'e and that

Soviet- is not without friends. The
s there : . ion cannot, for instance, allow
ﬂiﬂ. ! ' be humiliated”.

ictions, Yes, a peaceful operation may be pro-
icy, as f'rom without and engineered from
ia, has If need be, there can be a swift
ipropos major war-operation.

. # it would be a mistake to think
uraged all this has been thought out in iso-
Toreign After completing the integration

about -&k]um within the system, the ever-
n, and some Khampas in the sensitive
tis- and areas of north Nepal are being
£6 over ed. It is worth remembering thal
e Pakis- Khampas have been incited into mili-
Indian v only after Nepal had decisively
mments for diversifying its overseas trade
E hwards "and a Chinese trade delega-
to the - visited Kathmandu (in the last
carving May 1974) to finalise arrange-
5 areas ‘and terms. The immediate ob-
~ The are twofold: To prevent Nepal
sted in _.jmreumg ‘a really independent
m"j@ policy (including foreign trade
mot 1n- and so prevent a rapport between
ed that ‘generations of Nepalese and
Afghan ! {mcludmg Tibetan) peoples,
. ca,}ue y ng up, a.n& to keep China
i is in erhooks of anxiety and ten-
stic af- 3 security, and thus put a spanner
n Goy- ammes of socio-economic
ﬁ the in Tibet, as well as its test-

4 of ballistic projectiles.
iy Bhu- on arms and ammunition
de apro-* ed by or captured from the
T ‘are of US., Taiwanese and
wanistan  © Although she Nepalese
w Bp " been polite enough to
of Bl way and refrain from sug-
Cabinet - complicity of a neighbouring

gavemment or even-n{' any agencies/
organisations en;umng the latter’s con-
fidence and inspiration, trouble is now

Ibema stepped up by the emigre Nepalese

pol:ucmm of feudal-bourgeois origin
(staying in India). But the most sur-
prising feature of this misadventure—ang-
ling for and stirring up pseudo-guerilla
bands in north ,Nepal'border areas and
in Tibet, with the aim of getting the
Dalai Lama and his political henchmen
reinstalled in Lhasa—is the collusion of
the USA. If anything, this secret poli-
tical and military collaboration between
the USA and the USSR proves that the
obsession with communism and animus
against China is still the ruling yardstick
of Soviet-American convergence, mis-
called detente. Incidentally, it is relevant
to note that the Dalai Latha declared as

'recentIy as January 19 this year,

at Gaya, that he was prepared to go
back to Tibet provided the *‘Chinese”

agreed to hold an internationally super-

vised plebiscite there”. How far or how
close is this stand from or to that of
Sheikh Abdullah in Kashmir? Pertinent

in this context will be to state two Hacts.

The USA’s India policy has undergone a
transformation, with a definite tilt onwards
acceptance of India’s posmon of superio-
rity in South Asia, to the ‘extent as the
formulators of that policy were convinced
that India was independent and intended
to remain so, and that the Soviets had
not received any special treatment or
facilities following the Indo-Soviet treaty,
which could not be regarded as a reflec-
tion of the relationship that had already
existed between the two countries (Mr
Sisco, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State,
testifying before a sub-committee of the
Congress, middle of March 1974). The
USA’s attitude towards the question
of self-determination for the Kashmiri
people has undergone a sea-change cor-
respondingly as its foreign policy makers
have overcome the “sentimental period”
of late 1971, when the USA and India
had "ex_pected from each other what no
two countries had a right to expec:t

(Kissinger speaking at a dinner in Wa-
shington, July 16, 1974). But its approach
to the Tibetan issue remains much the
same as it was in 1959, when trained
CIA agents and conspirators chaperoned
the Dalai Lama and his entourage  to

lndta aﬂd beeldes. had nlready
the - Khampa insurgency for
“independence’.

It is now the fervid hope in New D
that some sort of a constitutional
giving limited autonomy to the Kas
on the Indian side of the interna
border would by itself draw those on
other side, that is in Pakistan. If
political hold of the latter over a sect
of the Kashmiri people can be un:
the vexed question of Kashmir’s .
determination will disappear. New D
thinks that the rulers of Pakistan
never see the necessily fon granting
dom to Pak-occupied Kashmir str
away.
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B.G.

UGUST 15,1974. 1t is the 27th
year of India’s independence. Those
‘were born in 1947 have now reached
peak of their youth. Those who
born i ten years later, at the begin-
of the Second Five Year Plan, have
reached almost the end of their
ige. Those who were born in 1972,
Sﬂm Jubilee Year of India's Inde-
ence, are now only two years old,
achiating llke anthropoid apes.
have been our achievements dur-
fairly long period of generations
youths, teenagers and children? Quite
, and very much impressive at that.
u can get a good idea of it if you
rough ‘India—A Reference Annual
', compiled by the Research and Re-
Division of the Ministry of In-
n and Broadcasting. If you
nt to have a ‘better’ idea of the deve-
process and the monumental
s of India during this period, you
d read Prof D. H. Butani’s ‘Eco-
Story of Modern India’, brought
- by lhe Ministry, because it is the
st title’ in the Yuva Sahitya series
h aims al generating wholesome
matter for very young adults’.
its . importance. Butani says:
.we must know that development has
be paid for in real terms: either the
mmon people pay for 1t by fore-
ing butter and milk and fruits
d good housing; or the rich pay for
through, say, taking a one-egg omelet-
instead of 2 eggs, and half an ounce
butter. instead of a [ull one ounce.
erty cannot be removed, it must
shared and that readiness to share
| alone give the meeded kick to the
velopment  process, as  mnothing
will”. After narrating the eco-
story up to the present, Butani
rries it forward “as a historical fan-
mto the vear 2001 AD” pos&ibly
spired by Han Suyin's ‘China in the
2001°. He says: “My angum-t is
simple that if we can organise mass
isation, we can immediately pro-
some food to all the people, some
ing for all the people, some decent

and if we do all this, ﬂm countrywill
be a land of opportunity by 2001".
This is the stuff, produced by the Minis-
try of I & B for 'generating wholesome
reading matter for very young adults.
Wholesome indeed! According to Buta-
ni's advice, knowing that poverty can-
not be removed, the rich and the com-
mon people of India are already sha-
ring it. The Ttich are taking one-
egg omelettes and half an ounce of
butter in the posh hotels, and the common
people are forgoing, not only “butter
and milk and fruits and good housing”
as per Butani, but also their everyday
meal, and as regards houses, good or
‘bad, they are already deserting ithem
en masse for open pavements and plat-
forms. In fact, the ‘kick’ needed to
push up our development has gone right
through our stomach so deep, during the

jawlopment process of four five-year
: that our entire intestinal infras-
tructure, and also cerebral superstruc-
tructure, are just collapsing. We may
not survive another five five-year plans,
to reach the blessed year 2001 when.
according to the distinguished economist,
India ‘will be a land of opportunity’.’
That is, a land of opportunists and reck-
less climbers. By that time most of the
common pecple of India, will be deliver-
ed from this earthly life, to a life beyond
sorrow and suffering by our benign Lord
Krishna. Hare Krishna! Hare Krishna!

# * *®

We need not, therefore, iuduﬂg_é. for

nothing, in the perverse pleasure of ma-

king mountains of the molehills of our
failures and invite the wrath of the Con-
gress President Dr Sharma, and be dub-
bed CIA agents or right reactionaries or
left extremists. ' Sharma’s wrdth, emit{
ting volcanic fire from the third eye on
his forehead, like that of Lord Shiva,
may burn not only JP and his followers
but all of us into ashes. Hordes of blood-
hounds—like the PDA, MISA, the
CRP, the police, the bngades of bullies
etc, will be set upon you, in the name
of democracy and justice, and you will
disappear for ever or reappear after

anyﬂi' abotu the’ mmleeds of the
sent rulers. Your personal * safet
security you should value most. I
chosen therefore to select a few ut
ances by veterané and VIPs among C
gressmen and to place them before
with a few riders, so that you
judge for yourselves the achmvameni: f
the Congress rulers.
The Minister of State for.Pla:mms
Mr Mohan Dharia, admitted m.tb.r. a
Sabha (August 1) that two-
the Indian population were now Jivin:
below the poverty line. That is, ab
400 million people. The Mnister s
a written answer, that the y_pe!
capita private consumphon of Rs. 200 at
1960-61 prices (that is, about Rs. 75
at current prices), was regarded as the
minimum desirable level of consumption.
People living below this level of con-
sumption were regarded as Th
wage-cell in the Labour me
much worried about the wide disparil
in salaries in the industrial sector,
only at different levels, but also betw
the same category of employees
different undertakings. For
stance, the highest paid peon is in
State Tradmg Corpnrat:on. with a 5&]’
inclusive of all alowances, of Rs 4;
It is d ]DO-mpae jump from
was getting in 1971.  Much lowe;
the scale is a peon in Indian Aitines
with a salaty of Rs 275 a month. 2 £3
the intermediate levels, a peon in the
nationalised ban]:a gets Rs 34452, in
the LIC Rs 381, in Hindustan Sbeel R#'
351.80: An upper division clerk _in
STC gets Rs 609.90, in LIC Rs 52’4.
the nationalised banks Rs 43730, in
Hindustan Steel Rs. 391.80; and in In-
dian Airlines Rs 350: The averige mon-
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he clerk and the peon have their
and each family is expected to
tle ."collective’” of ‘five members.
ng a minimum of 20% of their
for expenies on items other than
he clerks and peons, who consti-

majority of the vast stratum of
“Jower' and ‘middle’ middle-class, are
today below the desired level of
ption, that is below_the bread-
The breadline is ascending from the
stratum of workers and peasants
“swallowing a large segment of the
. class. This has been the net re-
of 27 years of planning and deve-
and this has been the direction
wr progress toward ‘the land of op-
nﬂy’. which India will be in 2001,

& % %
them. Finish them. Don’t suf-
. Ries, mosquitoes, cockroaches,
gs’, It is an advertisement, and
olitical slogan. Tt flashed like
, before my eyes ,three ‘times
. evenings, as | stood befuddled
re a bewildering variety of men and
nen. young and middle, flowing over
a-Chowringhee, Park Strcet
ahat crossing. Time: 8 p.m.
My vision was clear, and
no trace of any alcoholic co-
. my sight. These men and
denizens of a different planet.
ed to me. There are minor
in the quality and composi-
crowds in the different areas
n the Dhurramtollah area
alis predominate, in the
Bengalis and non-Bengalis
o equal proportion, and in
: “is an absolute majority
“There is a uniformity
e youth everywhere, in
dress, Che-Castro-Ho
' s, flying eagle-like or
o hes,-and long hair
' - . end of medulla oblong-
e 1 the fair sex, ranging
s of age, from mothers
 is difficult to distingui-
2 from the other, either
or in 'the shambling
each vying with the

b
)- and in In-
averige mon-

e

are steadily descending downward from
the waistline,

Tl bR T PN T el
in exhibiting her sex. The

, as the mini-blouses are as-
cending upward from the breastline, and
as miltions of people are being rolled
down the breadline. '
‘Who are these creatures, these unhood-
ed hordes, stumbling and staggering over
‘the pesul"emu.s pavements of this city,
who appear like cockroaches, when the
bars and the cating-houses and the shops
and the cinemas close? As you gaze at
them, the advertisement flashes across
your mind—TFlit them. Finish them'.
They are the beneficiaries of our 27
years of planning and development, the

African Liberation Struggles
( Press Diary 'M"‘}’-]une 1974 ) S :

NARENDRA SINGH

GUINEA-BISSAU, Following political
changes in metropolitan Portugal, the
first positive developments concerning

the African territories occurred with the

announcement of the mnew Portuguese
Government. that it would begin negotia-
tions with the Guinea-Bissau febels
London on May 25. The peace talks,
which opened in London as scheduled'
proved to be tought than the Portuguese
expected. They had hoped that the
London talks would be restricted to ar-
ranging a cease-fire. However, PAIGC
(Party African for Independence of Gui-
nea-Bissau and Cape Verde Islands) in-
sisted that the cease-fire be conditional
on four points, recognition of the State
of Guinea-Bissau, recognition of the
right to independence of Angola and
Mozambique, Portuguese agreement to
Jiscuss the independence of these two
States with FRELIMO and MPLA; and
regroupment of the Portuguese forces in
Guinea-Bissau. The four conditions
were decided upon at a meeting between
the three liberation movements and the
Liberation Committee of the OAU
(Organisation  for
The first round of talks ended in May,
with the second round to begin later in
Algiers. The second round did begin
on June 13, but the prospects of early

rich,

“centres, and then they will come

African  Unity).

=
=}

super-middle, ~ upper-middle
mi‘gld!e—miﬂ&]e—ﬂze‘ creatures of mfla
and black money. They will celeb
Independence Day, being the best

of our country, with pomp and pi
at the gay and hilarious jam sessions
hotels and bars, at the house-full cin
houses, at the reserved tables of e
houses, at the markets and shop

swinging and staggering on the p
ments, like rats and cockroaches.
them. Finish them”. It is an adve:
ment, not a political ‘slogan.

success appeared to be in serious dou
The PAIGC negotiators decided to e
the talks, because the differences betw
them and the Portuguese team prov
very great. The ceasefire talks Wi
broken off, but an informal cease-fire
been in effect since the first round
talks in London. Not only that, the s
diers of both armies fraternise Wit
and a feeling of headlong decolonisat
is in the air. P
Cape Verds Islands withnessed on
20 a demonstration of thousands in st
port of PAIGC, which led to some
lent clashes between rival local
The demonstrators were protesting
Portuguese troops were still being s
specially to the Cape Verde Islands w
lately big agitations had taken
According to a communique issued b
demonstrators, Guinea and Cape V.
are one country. ‘“The Provisional C
ernment of Portugal speaks only
the independence of Guinea, trying
divide two peoples united by their
and their struggle”. :
Daily Telegraph (June 6) reports
“Meanwhile the signs are that
gal’s grip on Guinea-Bissau is crumk
fast. Reports from Bissau say Po v
guese soldiers at the isolated outpost of
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B rsngmﬁcant service |

_Born in 1954, Hindustan Steel Limited was
perhaps the largest and boldest venture of Free

The approximate break-up of finished steel despatches
from the public sector plants as on March 31. 1974 is

India. We believe we have made some contribu-  as follows .
tion to our coming of age as an industrial 2
nation: we have helped to develop our material iﬂ’;?ﬁ:m P‘::f::::f'
and human resources, our self-confidence and tonnes . despatches
ol Lag 54 self-reliance. A. Defence 0.88 3 3
L- o _ Rallways 4.50 20
ELES e GROWING INDUSTRIES - Other Government
£y = To India’s growing industries, as on March 31, 1974, departments 498 225 -
2 ) 3 the Bhilai, Rourkela and Durgapur Steel plants of Total (A) 10.32 45.5
Lt | ' Hindustan Steel have supplied over 12.8 million 8- Indastries ol 32 o
P _ L . tonnes of pig iron, one million tonnes of ingots, 7.3 C. f‘tgf";f;‘gk:':r'é’g'"g 4,95 “ 925 g
T .. - million tonnes of semis, and over 22 million tonnes Total 22.24 100 e
| i -, of finished steel. ) :

1 ;WQ have also supplied about 5.6 million tonnes of  The Alloy Steels Plant has supplied 20.6 thousand

coke, a million tonnes of coal chemicals, and 5.3
million tonnes of miscellaneous by-products that
include middlings, slags, dolomite, etc,

To the agricultural industry. we have so far supplied
over 1.8 million tonnes of calcium ammanium nitrate
and 550,000 tonnes of ammonium sulphate—
fertilizers, manufactured from by-products, vital to
improving India’s agricultural vields. Besides, we
have ensured & steady supply of steel for irrigation
projects, construction of dams, deep tubswells, silos,
farm equipment and other agricultural uses.

The total sales value of all these materials amounts 1o
approximately Rs 3594 crores excluding exports.

tonnes of ingots, and 188.2 thousand tonpes of
finishea tool. alloy and special steels valued at Rs 88
crores to the country’s sophisticated J1dustries such
as eutomation, aviation, atomic energy, otdnanoe
factories, machine tool industries. etc.

Between October, 1970 and March, 1974 Hindustan
Steel has importea a little over 2 million tonnes of
steel to meet the urgent needs of priority industries.

To ensure a steady supply of vital inputs like coke,
iron cre, limestone, etc.for its plants, Hindustan Steel
has developed its own captive mines, quarries and
washeries which have produced millions of tonnes of
the materials required. .

W
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< 'mards-mmnclwut the ooum, has been setup
to ensure prompt delivery and equitable distribution

.steel.
‘semis, finished steel products and coal chemicals have

at reasonable prices. The total sales turnover since,
fnception. including exports, has been Rs 3886 crores.
Since the Bokaro Steel Plant went into operation
in Qetober 1972, over half a million tonnes of pig iron
valued at Rs 31.5 crores, have also been supplied
through our Central Sales Organisation to meet the

country's demand.

FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS

Hindustan Steel entered the export market with pig
iron and semis in 1959 : subsequently stepped up its
exports to cover a wide range of products part[cularly
when there was a decline in the domestic demand for
So far over 6 million tonnes of pig iron, ingots.

been exported to over 40 countries in six continents
against lnteinatinnqi competition, earning nearly
As 241 crores (FOB) worth of valuable foreign ex-
change for the country. Since commissioning of its
first blast furnace, Bokaro Steel has exported through

Hindustan Steel, pig iron valued at Rs 11 crores(FOB). -

A
ANPOWER DEVELOPMENT
Hindustan Steel has directly employed and developed
5 new generation of over 130,000 industrial workers
and managers and generated new skills and technolo-
gical disciplines which are a basic necessity for the
sustained growth of any modern steel industry.

CONSULTANCY SERVICES

The realisation that the development of anindigenous
consultancy,design and engineering service was impe-

-rative to indian Steel fed Hindustan Steel to establish

in 1959 its Central Engineering and Design Bureau. It
is now an independent Company : “Metallurgical and
Engineering Consultants (India) Limited” (MECON)

MODERN TECHNOLOGY

Qur plants incorporate the latest developments in
steel like the LD Process; sintering. ete. Other techno-
logical innovations to increase steel pmdu_ctiviw and

conserve scarce raw materials are being taken in
hand. Some of these are: high top pressure, auxiliary

fuel injection, oxygen lancing. slag granulation. pel-

I'_qﬁzaﬁon; beneficiation of iron ore. ete: A nucleus of

Research and Development has been formed.

In keeping with market demand, product diversifica-
tion and rationalising of various sections have been
initiated. We have introduced in the market cold rolled
galvanized sheets, plain galvanized sheets in coils,

; dgctmlytic tinplates. heavy rails to Indian and inter-
- national specifications, etc.

Limited as of March 31, 1974 :

" including our own inexperience. Harder struggle 3 -

-

RAs{in crores) ‘ ~; .

Total ingorte 4284 .
Less : Excise duty 289 <o I
and 3
Freight outward - 544 I
Net income 3451 :
Total expenses 2896
Leaving Cash surplus 555
Stock of finished and :
sami-ﬁnishfad products 151
Total surplus 706
Qut of this, Government dues’
on interest 269
We are left with 437
But had to account for depreciation 5 683_
. : (=) 246 .
In the year 1973-74, we have made a profit of

Rs 4.81 crores, thus reducing the previous under-
provision of depreciation to Rs 246 crores. This '
represents our accumulated loss so far. From our cash
réserves, wa met our working capital needs as well
as re-invested Rs 118 crores on additions and balanc-
ing facilities, and repaid long-term and short-term - S
Government loans o the extent of Rs 170 crores, Our LI
outstanding Government [oans are Rs 374 crores. :

Currently, our plants have to provide annually depre- :
ciation of about Rs 69 crores and interest charges of 3
about Rs 24 crores, that is a total of Rs 93 crores. A
Cost escalation of inputs last year was estimated at e
Rs 38 crores. Excise duty paid in1973-74 wasRs 101 -

crores, as against Rs 96 crores paid in the previous s
year, and yet, significantly, the per tanne steel price in "}_ ok
India is way below world steel prices. B
WHERE WE STAND TODAY o

Today. Hindustan Steel Limited is 20. Youngyet s

mature. To get where we are, we have had to
struggle hard and overcome many obstacles

fies ahead because as our production increases, B
the infrastructural imbalances—raw materials, ) ‘-
transporation, power—come in the way. But _

we are confident of our progress.

It is the vitality of youth and the faith in our
future that have helped us along, even as it has
helped along our nation. As we take stock and
look to the future, we steel ourselves for
greater efforts, With the formation of the Steel
Authority of India Limited, we feel confident of
more efficient, more productive service to India.

(&) HINDUSTAN STEEL

n Ln-

HSL 8069
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transport ve}uclcu in ti:e atiacl: on Kalo- o ;
Nguembo camp on June 9 (Times of On May 27 guerillas attacked a heavily
e r artillery at Zambia, June 18). - guarded convoy carrying supplies to the
els of PAIGC national move-  An MPLA report stated that the Se- Cabora Bassa dam site, the first - ;
:5 diers from other outposts are cond Rifle Company of 45-19 Battalion, the rebels had ambushed such a convoy,
rted to be trying to head back based in Cabinda, had mutinied, refusing  which is always guarded by ground troops
or the excepted abandonment to leave for Belize to remforce the gar- and air support.
a by the Portuguese forces". rison there following the start of a vic- More guerilla activity was repor[ed
: "~ torious MPLA offensive in the area. from north of Mm.amblque. after troops
DLA: The Portuguese military Reports of a new development were moved south to counter raids on road
d in A.ngola ordered a halt to broadcast. A majority of the 20,000 and rail links beiween Rhodesia and the
ensive operations against the two people in Cabinda, capital of the small port of Beira. Twcnty-ﬁw residents of
iberation movements, to persuade oil-rich enclave in Angola, appeared to a settlement near Vila Cabral were ad-
nationalist guenllas to lay down be demanding separation from Angola ducted when an armed group o,fm
nd take part in political life. But and seeking independence. The cam- attacked with bazookas and automatic
clarified that this was not a uni- paign is of the greatest importance to rifles, destroying a school, police station
cease-fire; the defensive opera- Lisbon, because of Cabinda’s rich off- and several houses.  Another armed
- would continue. (Guardian, May shore oilfields, and basic to Angola’s group destroyed a lorry about 15 miles
' ' healthy balance of payments position. east of Vila Pery, and demaged another.,
MPLA Congress to be held in  (Daily Telegraph, June 22). (London Times,June 1). Three Portu-
~was postponed indefinitely be- MOZAMBIQUE: This territory conti- guese commandos were killed in a gue-
f certain complications. MPLA nues to be the centre of intense acti ity rilla ambush near the town of Inhami-
d for a united front with the comprising of actions, talks, reactions tanga, about. 25 km north of Inhaminga.
an Liberation front (FNLA) among non-militant blacks and the whites. Less than an hour later, the intensified
repare for the independence of the and further revelations about Portuguese FRELIMO attacks on the vital Beira-
ory. However, no merger of the massacres. ‘Malawi rail link continued, when terro-
organisations was considered possi- On  Aprl 20, two out of rists machine-gunned the north-bound
long as MPLA followers remain- the 25 invading Rhodesian planes were train at Semacuesa, about 80 km north
detained in Zaire, according to the shot down over the liberated areas of of Beira (Star Weekly, South Afma
eader. Dr Augustinho Neto (Daily Tete province, according to a FRELIMO  June 1.
Tanzania June 1). FNLA has war communique issued in Dar es Sa- The Portuguese High Command was
3 MPLA militants (FNLA. com- laam (Daily News, Tanzania, May 8). reported jto have launched a counter-
ue of May 29). Repottedly. an agreement had been rea- offensive against the gueril]a. basea in
OAU has recognised UNITA as a ched between the Portuguese fascist Mozambique, following the latter's re-
te liberation movement in Angola  regime and the Rhodesian racists to di- cent attacks on positions near the Tafn=
the recognition has been accepted  vide Tete province into two regions for zapian border. The Portuguese said, .
IPLA and FNLA, which in thepast the purpose of repression, with the Por- however, that they still wanted to faci- .
~opposed to the creation of a third tuguese solely responsible for the eastern |itate negotiations between the guerillas
ment inside Angola. According region and the Portuguese and Rhode- and the Portuguese Government.
Weekly (South Africa) of June sians jointly for the western. There are On June 10, FRELIMO attacked two
UNITA guerilla group agreed to almost daily air and land incursions into  trains on  the Trans-Zambezi rail line
- hostilities  with the Portuguese. Mozambique by Rhodesian forces. Rho- [inking Beira with Tete and the Malawi ~
ever, FNLA denounced the cease-fire desian planes were attacking the areas border. ‘A landmine exploded under a
UNITA had entered into with the of Zumboe, near the tri-border of Zim- southbound, train near the Sena junc-
ese. (Zambia Daily Mail, June babwe, Zamhia and Mozambique, 'and tion, and three hours later an armed
: of Fingoe, deep inside Tete, north of group machinegunned a northbound train
while 32 Portuguese soldiers of Zambezi. near Zamgue bridge. The vital rail link
rigin deserted to the ranks of A military spokesman of the Portu- between Beira and the Cabora Bassa dam
with large quantities of arms and guese armed forces at Nampula (Mozam- was cut in four places along a 60%1_
tion from the Portug'um barrac-  bique) claimed that about 5,000 FRE- stretch on June 13. Again on June, 26,
Kaio-Nguembo in the Cabinda LIMO fighters were stepping up opera- guerillas launched a fresh attack on the
according to an MPLA com- tions in noﬂl:ern and central areas to Tete railway line, badly damaging 600
e (Daily News, Tanzania, June achieve a “position of force before peace yards of track with 28 explosive charges. -
' : negotiations began”. The operations Unconfirmed reports reaching Beira also
were particularly on the road-rail net- g4id that a guerilla group attacked the -
work hukmg ‘the port O_E Beira with town of Caldas _Xﬁ'ﬁeﬁ_‘-dﬂ- ﬂ:’u_! Tete line
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» June 25, shelling it for nearly two was the political ferment among the whites 200, but many more Africa

mva; that three parties emerged in the first down by the DGS during the last m
Vi " On June 6, the talks between FRELIMO week of May. Now there are five part- : f, :
ol e leders- and' the Portuguese government ies among the white population, all de- Fraternal Suppori

:aon\rojr - s ‘'opened in Lusaka, but after 8 manding independence but none in agree- OAU Hhas called for intensifica

P were adjourned with a decision to ment on its shape or achievement. Some guerilla activity against the Po
et again in the middle of July. The moderates among the whites are sup- in Africa. The Foreign Ministers
epetted Portugucse wanted to have a ceasefire  porting the multigacial, African-domi+ Congo, Tanzania, Zaire and Zan
Feivops while the nationalist leaders insisted on nated GUMO. The most virulent of the four black States bordering Ang
8 void the cease-fire being ‘conditional on a white groups 1s In&epepdenj- Front for Mozambique, confirmed their co
Eod the settlement related to fundamental politi- Western Soll.danly. calling for Unilate- support for the freedom ﬁgh}_ets
I ‘cal principles.  The communique made rial Declaration of lr{depa?ndence (FJDI) that the freedom fighters should
Eoe il it clear that the resumption of talks with ~on the lines of the whites in Rhodesia. On nue their confrontation until the
s 20 - - MIMO would depend on the negotiz- May 12, serious roting Pfﬂkﬂ'_ﬂﬂ _b':" guese accepted the principle of i
el tions going on with the PAIGC repre- tween Eurnp'eans and ﬁ:.fnca.ns_m BEI}‘E'. dence  (Guardian, . May :
<takot sentatives from Guinea-Bissau. Both Mozambique's seco.rld city, during which  special committee, sponsored_l:i
B ~ PAIGC and FRELIMO indicated that the volleys of automatic qunfire were heard. was formed to deal with negotia
15Tt ji?orbxguese should recognise their right It is learnt that the Portuguese secret Portugal. It includes Algeria, § I
otk to independence as part of an overall police (DGS), now 'reporled t}? be dis- Zambia, Zaire and the Republic:
Port greement on cease-fire. Mr Sampora banded, was active in szam‘?lque .a_ncl Congo, Guinea and Senegal. U.S.
| q ~ Machel, the FRELIMO leader, said after lending its support to the racist whites. reports spoke of the arrival of the
5 'the talks that he looked forward to more There was tension also among the Por- of 112 Chinese military instruct
i  fruitfui discussions with the Portuguese luguese armed forces. On June 25, Kinshasa to train a liberation army
Rtk ~ officials next month. {Portuguese commandos opeped fire on  Angola, along with the Zaire para
T - Later, the FRELIMO leader told the an angry crowd of .bIﬂCk miners return-  instructors. A regular army di 1s
£ Yelvos ' heads of state at the OAU summit in ing from Soith a_ﬁfnca at a borde:f post, 15,000 men is to be formed, two
Sebound £ '_.S'n‘ma]ia on June 13 that FRELIMO re- killing seven Africans and wounding $iX. equipped by China and a third by
& Lodlh  jected the latest Portuguese peace terms The Portuguese Officlals put the blame (International Herald Tribune, J
OkBien and considered the offer of a referen-. on Llack ‘agitators’. )
5 dum and pledge of self-determination as As the UN Commission on Massacres Rhodesia
andl s ~an insult to the people of Mozambique. in Mozambique began its first sitting in The business community in F
coﬁntéi'- 1 Among ~ the non-militant blacks, London on May [4 reports of other wants something more reassuring
baos there is mixed reaction to the massacres appeared in the world press. the statement of lan  Smith
Rer's’ v new developments, A  Portuguese- massacres appeared in the world press. Rhodesia “does not interfere in
% " backed  organisation, the  Group An ltalian Catholic priest accused the fairs of other countries”. Its morale i

:: Eaid. k= or  the Unification of Mozambique Portuguese troops of inflicting a terrible ported to have been shattered by
% (GUMO), created earlier with official bloodbath on the African population of of developments. (Daily Telegraph,

[ ::le:i?;:; e support, to draw some African support Unango in north Mozaml?ique between On the other hand. the new gove
¥ - away from FRELIMO, held an unsuccess- 1967 and 1968, He claimed that the. in Portugal seems to be Ireﬁdii'
cked two  ful meeting on May 4 in the African  dead outnumk_xfre& those repo'.-rted mas-  operate with Britain in closing the |
3l Fine area of Lourenco Marques. But the sacred at Wiriyamu. (Guarcha' , May holes in the UN sanctions on Rho
e Malawd I -_.I_m"aetin:_g was splashed with 'FRELIMO 14. Anoth.er account - of terrorism and and to step up pressure on the
e & - banners, and shouts of “Viva FRELIMO™| massacres in recent months has appear- regime. (Guardian May 27). Ac
| PO ~ pierced the air. GUMO also wants the ed in the London Times (May l]) froma ing to reports reaching Salisbury,
Simel .- strongat'possibie ties with South Afri- memorandum of five Dutch mission anes. desia has been asked by the Po
b ca. However, a shift in GUMO policies  The events cover the period -behvt:_efl_Au- military junta to stop all military
otk ~ was becoming evident. The GUMO  gust 1973 and March 197‘_'. The military  suit operations against guerillas in A
Baisa dam leadership had begun to appeal to FRE- commander in the Inhaminga area, the - : b=
2 60 ~ LIMO for discussions on ways of linking scene of events, has denied the involve- For Frontier contact
Fane, 260 —shprogrammes of the two organisations —ment of the army in the massacres or ' _
£ ou: the . to freedom of Mozambigue. It executions, but added that he could not M. VEERAMALLIAH,
i = has also revised its stand, in stating  vouch for the actions of the former se-

: o . -that it would deny Rhodesia access to curity police (DGS). The South Afri-  Station Road,

ﬁﬁa ‘Mozambique ports and would im+ can Star Weekly correspondent (May 25) ;
Led the sanctions against South Africa. reported seeing nine mysterious mounds Warangal-2, e
| : Whites in Mozambique continued to on the outskirts of Inhaminga, which are

ain shocked by the Lisbon coup. Such «laimed to cover the  remains “of 'not Andhra Pradesh.
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/. South Africa, theme of economic interdependence, On
~ the ‘other side, more strict anti-guerilla

‘on the Rhodesian direct rail link

measures are being promul_gated. The
outh Africa has been accelerated anti-guerilla police patrois along the
light of present circumstances”. ~Caprivi strip have been replaced by 19

army units. This confirms that guerilla
actions are endemic in the area, Vorster
has already decided to go shopping for
arms to Europe. A major diplomatic
row has blown up between Britain and
South Africa over the former's decision
to withhold delivery of one Westland
Wasp helicopter to South Africa.

Reports speck of a growing number
of people from Ovamboland crossing
into Angola to receive military training.
in Zaire and Zambia. The white com-
missioner-general of South-West Africa's
indigenous population, appointed by the
~were hanged fin Rhodesia on Pretoria Government, has admitted that
7 on charges of possessing arms.. 5 secret organisation was operating in

- Ovamboland and Angola, helping the
Africa ! blacks to cross the border. The situa-
Arfica will adopt a “take it or tion, according to him, worsened after
attitude to black majority gov- e collapse of the Portuguese security
ts in Angola and Mozambique, police. A number of refugees from

vers believe that “present circums-.
" refer to the possibilities of an
endent government in Mozambique
g the present Rhodesian rail links
ports of Beira and Lourenco Mar-
African villages in the tense bor-
ds with Mozambique are being
defence look-outs built and
ve wire fences set up against in-
3 terrorists. A number of lead-
African detainees, including ZAPU'S
wa Nkomo, have been moved away
 the Gonakudzingwa detention area
 the border of Mozambique. Five

=
1185

to its Minister of Interior and  South  West Africa’ have been
on. Already its military policy detained in Angola in the latter half of
reshaped from the traditional  Jype,

zone” approach, such as main-
g para-military police units in Rho-
~and the possibility of intervening in
imbique, to that of defending the
try at its own borders.  (Daily
ph, May 27).  South Africa’s
financial investment in the Cabora
hydroelectric dam scheme in Moz-
ue could be in jeopardy, with FRE-
10 coming into power. During the
t, its involvement in and financial sup-
for the project has been growing,
ant construction group, LTA, has
n awarded confracts worth R30m,
_the LTA will be working in part-
hip with two firms of France. How-
the latest reports say that the Vor-

Artists Of West
Bengal —XII

SANDIP SARKAR

Rabin Mondal

Biographical Data: Bom 1932 in How-
rah city. Graduated from Calcutta Uni-
versity 1952. Art education at the.
Indian College of Art and the Asutosh
Museum, Calcutta University. Publica-
tion: Drawings by Fourteen Contempo-
IR fe ck oo . 181y Artists of Bengal. Works in the
e L 8 E By, Unmartied. 1963 founder
Bassa treaty which guarantees mMember, Calcutta Painters.

South  Africa  considerable po-  One-Man Shows: 1961, 1964, 1965,
supply. On one side desperate 1966, 1967, 1971, 1973, Calcutta. Forth-
ts are being made by the South coming exhibition in Delhi in November.
officials to persuade Mozambique Group Exhibition: 1964, 1965, 1969,
» whatever happens, she can not do 1972, 1973 with Calcutta Painters, Delhi,
out white South Africa’s help. 1965, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1973, 1974
ernment controlled newspapers and  Calcutta, 1968, 1974 Kala Bhavan,
are constantly drumming on the, Santiniketan, 1972, 1974 Bombay,

If I am sincere this is bound to be re-

| »
Rabin's background is a little differ-
ent from that of other artists we have
been discussing.  This needs a bit of °
elabomﬁan_. Luke le:h:l Biswas, W
comes from the Mahisya casts. It is a
' predominantly agricultural caste, but it
forms the largest single group of entre-
preneurs in the small-scale engineering
industry of Howrah. It should be ob-
served that these entrepreneurs, unlike
their counterparts studied in India or
elsewhere, do not belong to merchant,
artisan or professional classes. Some-_
time in the last century Ramin's :
people migrated to Howrah and success-
fully adopted the roles that modernisa-
tion and urbanisation demand. Rabin’s
family history is a long success
His grandfather gave his name to Fa :
das Mondal Lane. There were dhru-
padiyas, lawyers, founders of municipal
workers' union among the members of
the family. The family still runs a very
successful light engineering unit. Rabin
at first identified and later rejected the
]iie:!iw that this background thrust upon

-

His personality is deceptive. At first
people feel that he is not very attrac- L
tive or intelligent. It takes time for
the fog to lift. His answers were point-
ed and well thought out. He said, the
problem that the artists in India faced
was what Indians as a whole face_in
their life. Modernisation has not chan-
ged our thought patterns completely,”
As Brague said somewhere, it is very
difficult to be a contemporary. The -
problem that the artists face is acute,
for the West taught them what moder-
niy in art meant. On the other hand,
they live in a society that is Indian.

“As for myself, I refuse to paint things
Indian just because foreigners are ask-
ing for them. I live in an Indian at-
mosphere. I see the merciless tropical
sun every day, the trees, flowers ‘and the
people—the angfiry, hurry, sick ‘and
invalid people—exploited and leaderléss -
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flected in my work. If T force myself
to search for my Indianness in Ajanta,
miniatures etc, then that means I do not
understand the present or have faith in
the future. Moreover, art does not have
boundaries in the old sense any more.
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“People are crying themselves hoarse
king artists to be Indians. Yet when

artist dresses himself up and tries to
play-act, he loses Hhis spontaneity and
comes an imposter. After indepen-
ce the artist has become free because

* he is not imposed on by the national
" movement from outside.

There is of
course the colonial hangover that makes
him drowsy and numb’”.

His Art

Rahin’s paintings do not have variety
but they point to the depth of his ex-

' perience. He belongs to that generation

of painters of Calcutta who made their
debut in the late fifties and committed
themselves to translate the loss of faith,
poverty, insecurity and violence which
' cterises Calcutta. The twin cities
of Howrah, where he lives, and Calcutta,
where he commutes seven days of the
week have inspired and influenced his

" work in many ways. In his earlier pain-

tings- he was concerned with the group
identity of men. He glorified wotk and
his canvases had fisherfolk, potters: at
their wheel, men and women threshing

. grain and labourers at work in small

machine shops—a familiar sight in Belli-
ous Road. The atmosphere of capstan
and  turret lathes, vice machines
and drills had been stylised to glorify
human skill and endeavour. These paint-

_ inés were dominted by square areas de-

Tmarcated by invisible lines done in blue

. with a little grey and a touch of Indian
 “red. But soon Calcutta, forcibily snat-
~ ched away Rabin from the insularity of

Howrah. This sprawling and agonising
city cast its shadow and Rabin was
forced to retreat into his inner world.
As’a fringe element he looked at society
as an outsider. He began to feel that
he would not be able to relate his ex-
perience of the compiex human situa-
_tion except by using archetypal imagery.

For Frontier contact
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‘His second period is marked by a note

of anguish. The lund life of the bro-
thel dominates his work. A cat eyes
jealously while his contemporary is pet-
ted by a prostitute.  Everything seems
insecure and red begins to dominate the
blue ‘tones. Occassionally he broods abou
the suffering of Christ. The figure of
Christ on the cross is broken up and
juxtapesed with scenes of orgy to give
it a passionate intensity. At this pomt
Rabin exhausts himself and is forced to
seek the consolation and comfort of tem-
ple and church architecture. Lines are
broken up and tensions of paint built
up. Search for texture and unified sur-

face tension make the work of this pe- :

riod interesting to an extent.

Then comes the total break. His world
of primitive bulls on cave walls suddenly
appears. There is something sculptural
and enigmatic.  Thereafter comes his
most significant period to date. His
human figures are no longer part of the
professional world. They are detached
from the everyday world—a severe com-
ment on the loss of identity—they seem
to be robbed of the common humanity
they share with us. Terrified and alone
they stand in their isolation and wait
without hope. These men and women
ctand erect and static without any rhy-
thm or movement.  Sometimes alone,
sometimes in groups, they look lost and

1fble. His ‘King and Queen’,

unconso.

‘Mother and Child’, ‘Archetype’, “Totem’,

“Taboo’ ‘Fertility Cult’ all spring from
the imagination of disaster. Restless
and shipwrecked they grope in uncertain-
ty and are not articulate or, if so at
all, their voices become shrill and in-
coherent. In this two-dimensional world
he has Aattend out and stylised in a pe-
culiar folkish way. Rabin has gone
back to the tribal world for plasticity of
form and unsophisticated vigour. With
Bronislaw Malinowski he believes lthat
myth ‘in the living primitive form is not
a story told, but a reality lived. Rabin
wants to give a myth-like quality to the
contemporary scene.
meaning in all those fragments of sor-
did misery, frustration, anxiety and suf-
fering, he wants to discover primeval
reality in present-day life. ;
His colours rising and gushing out
like molten lava from the region of the

e e S e

He wants to find'

e o S

sub-conscious, are bright and glas
He uses pigments, thick dynamic la
of paints, dissimilar and contracting, and
builds up a texture which by its ' very =
violence' attracts and enchants. His lin
powerful and vibrating with tribal
thms, weave a complex patterr of ":-
g r;
es and shadows. __‘..‘I
His artistic endeavour recently reach=
ed new heights with collage. His world |
of primitive myths gains in dimension
in the collages. His colours_becﬂniﬁ;‘f
more bold, riotous and capable.
‘However, he thas explored his pri- '-.'i
mitive ulaqﬂs and it is time he begay%
salling again. plg <~

T}

A Plethora Of r
Confusions

MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY

ROM the closed claustropho
world of the nineteenth-cent
feudal household in “Streer Patra”,
the raw, rough world of asphalt j
of the ongoing seventies in **Che
Tamsuk” is indeed a long journey.
the earlier film, the central female ¢
racter, Mrinal, tries to break away f
the tutelage of aristocratic conven
In this Film, the central female characte
Bijlee, has gained freedom and has to
come out in the open in her struggle for |
existence. Whether that freedom means
come extra happiness to her is, of co
another question, But in spite of
difference in atmosphere and social set=
ups, the two films are similar in a way.
In both the director betrays a total lac
of understanding of the envirol
and the characters he is dealing with and
fails to shape his material into proper
cinematic forms, confusing all the time
the cinematic with the pictorial. In bo rg
the director tries to hide his failures unée!{
a futile exercise of visual gimmicks W:%
pletely alien to the themes he is e'xpomy_—g
din.g. ; .'_.Id
The original story by Samaresh Bm:f;
i¢ cheap, sensational, penny-romance
stuff, describing the tragedy of a girl ar !

four young men hovering around
her. Three are ifust unemployed, frus-
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youths whe have turned criminals,
¥ 18 a ‘nouveau riche type who wants
exploit the girl and she ultimately
er body to him  for money, gets
ant .and kills hersell.  Purnendu
attrea has not been successful in any
way in shedding off the crudities of the
riginal and infusing some sort of emo-
al and social significance into the
As a result his characters lack
ility, the situations are devoid of
 motivation and the climax conse-
atly fails to bear any visible impact.
The least the . director could have done
to thread a drama of violent tensions
ouldeningg inside the, characters and
ir outward manifestations in the story-
ations. But he fails 1o do that be-
of his poor command over the

his shortcomings by some supposed-
slick and arty devices, but these come
- nought because of weak execu-
and basic confusion in conception.
mebody must have told him that “mo-
m” cinema means only short, frag-
scenes, and the film becomes
a disjointed string of flecting visu-
without any unifying link, because
dy has ever told the director that
‘hold each scene in its proper relation-
P, one has to have a concentrated
al  effect and one sceme must
y flow into another and should not
e grafted chunks. The director
s his story in a particular time and
~but his social awareness is abso-
lutely nil and the snippets of social com-
in the film are silly, superficial and
evant. The atmosphere of a small
sil town with all its narrowness and
imacy never comes alive on the screen.
rtistes are all listles. Apparently
“director has not been able to guide
- his acting crew. Maybe he believes, not
i directorial guidance, bul in some on-
' spot diviné inspiration. Unfortuna~
‘that does not spark of. The camera
k, like his previous film, unnecessa-
relies on decorative designs as empty
ellishments without any bearing on
the total pattern, (although the techni-
qualities of the photogzaphy are su-
and [ think the talented cameraman
i Banerjee, definitely deserves a
better director). The director’s adher-
‘ance to conventional techniques beneath

v

e build-up. He tries to compen- -

a veneer of novelty would be clear from
one evample, the poetry conference se-
quence. The sole purpose of this other-
wise pointless sequence is to play the
lines of some modern Bengali poets on
the close-ups of some characters for
bringing out their mental anguish and
guiding them to some final action. This
is application of the same old, rusty de-
vice of the average, commercialised
Bengali cinema in the garb of moderni-
ty. The only difference is that in the
case of our typical Bengali film, some
roving  Baul or some radio singer or

“some invisible background voice would

do the job, here in this film, some mo-
dern poets have replaced those old hands.
A new “wave” indeed!

Letters

PSC Irregularities

A post of Professor of History in the
West Bengal Senior Educational Serviee
was advertised in the Statesman on 13.
1. 74. Interviews of several candidates,
including departmental candidates, were
held on 4. 7. 74 and 5. 7. 74. Tt ;s
reported that the Selection Committee
consisted of Mr J. L. Kundu, Chairman
of the Public Service Commission, Mr
A. K. Majumdar (Member of the PSC)
and Mr H. C. Dutta (Member of the
PSC), presided over by Mr Kundu. Dr.
R. iC. Majumdar sat on the Selection
Committee as the, only expert or adviser.

It is also reported that Dd R. C. Ma-
jumdar, adviser, recommended the name
of Sri Haridas Mukherjee for appoint-
ment to the post of Professor of History,
and his recommendation is believed t6
have been accepted by the other members
of the Selection Committee. The name
of Dr R. K. Roy was placed on the panel
as the second nominee. No other can-
didate figured in the panel prepared by
the adviser.

It is alleged that a few days after the
interview was over, the panel was re-
arranged according to a preconceived
olan, giving first nomination to Dr.R. K.
Roy (the son of a very big government
official), and the second nomination to
Mr Ajoy Chandra Banerjee (the younger
brother of a wvery senior IAS officer).

The anti-people conspiracy 1s

was given by the adviser the first nomi-

; n\c name of Mr HmduMukhm who 3

nation was bypassed to make room for

their favourites.

said to have been adopted alse

to be quite shocking, It is said that find-
ing the adviser's assessment sheet too in-

convenient for the purpose of pushing
their own candidates, the adviser’s
marksheets were spirited away. Two
members of the Commission are said to
have pointed to this lacuna in their
dissenting notes on the file: According
to them, the assessment sheet of the ad-
viser Is an important factor in judging
the merit’ of candidates. None of the
members of the Selection Committee is

a student of, far from being an expert,

in history.  The. pertinent question s
how can such members of the Selectipn,
Committee select candidates on their,own
initiative for the highest post of the Edu-
cational Service?

The above facts tend to suggest that
all is not well with the PSC in the pre--
sent set-up. The appropriate authorities -
should take steps to prevent such irre-
gularities and nepotism and to ensure
that not only justice is done but is made
to appear as done.

One who kn.ows
Calcutta
Conspirators P

That the personal effects of the Secre-

The modus operandi ¢

tary, Gandhi Peace Foundation, were -

stolen on August 7 at the residence of JP
in Patna only proves that the conspira--
tors are in a hurry. It is no ordinary
thief to be sure, and poor Biharis know
better than stealing a diary and some

documents. It is the handiwork of RAW
and CBI, and to deny this will be to deny
the obvisus. ;

multi-

pronged. The West Bengal police have

decided to intensify its operations against
the so-called Naxals. New Delhi hasuet
it be known that, Nagas and Mizos will

be dealt with toughly. A
book  against China, “China’s Special
Area”, has been published by the Allied,
New Delhi. The publishers have been
paid heavily by the Soviet outfit in India.
All this, maybe, to prepare the Indians
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£ another confrontation with China
—_in view of our runaway inflation and
economic ruin. From Allahabad alone,

500 boys were bréught to Delhi for Au-

: ?a G to promote the Youth Congress.
ai

ilway fare both ways plus refresh-
ments were pald by the Congress—-Mrs
Kamala Bahuguna being the organising
inspiration behind it.« She is the UP.
The Punjab CM
said that the truck-owners of Punjab
had lifted a contingent of youth from
there to Delhi because they were on their
own very “enthusiastic” about it. Nixon
also believed that everybody was doing
dirty things for him out of “enthusiasm™.
Our elite are living the life of corrup-
tion and laxity like their counterparts in

. . Saigon, Thailand and Cambodia. Our

_buyeaucrats are icollaborating with the
foreign powers and doing damage not
only to national interests but also its
morals and future. This, in the hope
of, and perhaps at the promise of, assign-
ments abroad by the super-power con-
cerned. How we cater for national in-
terests is clear from two instances. I.
Neville Maxwell in India’s China War,
page 181, relates this story: “The lea-
- der-of the Chinese delegation, Marshal
Yeh ~ Chiyang-ying, visited (1958) the
Staff College at Wellington in South
India,. .was presented with a silver re-
plica of the college emblem-an owl. A
Ladow was seen to pass over his face
¢ examined the gift. .he explained
“that in China the owl was a bird of ill
omen, and could hardly be regarded as
an auspicious gift between friends’.
In the frst quarter of 1974,

113 schemes of foreign collaboration
_ dave been sanctioned by the Ministry

of Industrial Development. The minis-

try deserves being named the Ministry

of National Mortgage.  Sometimes we
wonder if it is India. -

Criticus

Delhi
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The;Cadres

Letters and appeals for unification of
CPI(ML) groups have been appearing
in Frontier one after another, but nothing
concrete seems to have emerged so far.
We cadres are bewildered at the state
of affairs. Nobody tells us about the
steps taken so far towards unity, and as
to what response there has been from
our senior comrades, We demand to be
informed and refuse to live in the dark.

Some time ago an appeal was circu-
lated by comrades. Khokan Mazumdar
and Tapan Dutta to all group, members,
fighters and sympathisers of the CPI
(ML) . We the undersigned resolutely
support this just revolutionary appeal.
We agree that the CC elected at the first
(Eighth) Congress is still the only genuine
all-India central body of the Party, today
and that no other split CC has the right
to call itself the genuine CC.

We also feel that another main hurdle
is the whispering campain against Com-
rade Charu Mazumdar. This must stop!
Either the comrades should come out
openly and denounce him or uphold him
as a Marxist-Leninist who sacrificed hi:
life for the Indian revolution, to which
his contributions outweighed his mis-
takes.

We are all aware that the masses of
the Indian people want us to unite under
the leadership of one Central Committee
of the CPI(ML). The present revolu-
tionary situation demands that all the
splintered groups strive to dissolve them-
selves. Where reunification starts, dis-
solution of groups becomes a historical
necessity. Therefore it is the urgent call
of the hour to take positive steps towards
contacting various revolutionary commit-
tees and the sooner we are able to per-
suade the available Central Committee
members elected by the Eighth Congress
to call a meeting, the easier will be the
plocess towards dissolving ‘the (existing
groups that are working in 1solation.
In other words, we must keep in our
mind the task of dissolving our groups
as soon. as possible and such dissolution
is possible only when a mew Central
Committee is formed by the Ninth Con-
gress of the Party.

Sushil Sen
Raj Kumar
Mirzapur, U.P.

|

from Mr R. P. Sinha (29674) WIJD :
pressed his opinion that the conv
in the K. L. Roy murder case were b
upon the evidence of two chance
nesses.

I had something to do with the ai
filed by one of the three people céﬁ'-
victed. 1 express no opinion regi %
the judgment but I think P. R. is ﬂf
informed. =3 J:

True, the daughter-in-law and the |
elder son of the deceased judge depos-:
ed in court. But I think Mr Smha 188’
not referred to them as chance :
On a survey of the evidence of the d&ﬁ
er son the learned judge found “that the
did not have sufficient opportunity of
seeing the miscreants at the time of :
occurrence and the weight of his ey evie
dence has been whittled down cunsldw"q
ably by cnntradlchons with his earlier |
statements”. The daughter-in-law n&m‘*i
tified two of the accused. One of t'__fj_
was convicted and the other acquitte:
She did not identify the other two peo-
ple convicted.

1 think the chance witnesses ref

came to the Kumartuli lnahtute
gossip when no one else was there. @né&'
of them was totally disbelieved. '&:é
learned judge believed the other mo...i
He found that their evidence was _'ﬂii')?"
stantially true and worthy of credit |
spite of “little superadditions” thereto.

The convictions were based mainly ﬁlﬂ:
their testimony. “i
' S. B. Ray,
Calc:m

i
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