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AN INTRIGUING FUSS

HE meaningless hullabaloo about the lathi-charge on Mr Jayapre

Narayan by the Central Reserve Police in Patna on November 4 show
many of the total revolution-makers in their true colours. Seme of the op
sition parties that have turned to Mr Narayan's movement more out of despair
than conviction have expressed holy horror at the lathi blows he received on
the day;: their leaders went furious in Parliament. A four-member delegatic
from the opposition rushed to Patna to find out what exactly had happene
The delegation has reported that Mr Narayan was hit twice by lathis an&
tear-gas shell fell into his jeep. Dutifully the delegation has demanded a
parliamentary probe, the opposition recipe for all maladies. For every scandal
and controversy, be it connected with Nagarwala, or Sanjoy. Gandhi, or ]
Narayan Mishra, or Tul Mohan Ram, the opposition seems to have a
recorded suggestion to make: institute a parliamentary probe.
shows that the opposition parties are incapable not merely of any action but
also of purposeful thinking. They endlessly make the same demand on every
occasion, because they are too lethargic to think, too afraid to speak out. e

In fact, the demand for a parliamentary probe is 3 big bluff. It i
meant to divert popular attention from the policy of inaction of the opposition|
parties. It is a slogan over which they can cry themselves hoarse and which
the Government can reject withouy turning a hair. The opposition parties:
seem to be too dumb to realise that a parliamentary probe is no substitute fw'
action and they do not raise themselves in the estimation of the people by ths:;
inanity. The people do net need a parliamentary probe to be convinced
this Government is corrupt, or inefficient, or ruthless. The utter vacuity of,
the opposition mind is evident from the facg that it does not realise that an
inquiry by a parliamentary committee will always go in favour of the Gn\rem_v"g?
ment. The opposition will be hoisy with its own petard if the Govemmeni,".
for a change, agrees to the suggestion for a parliamentary probe. The oppod‘k
sition representatives will have, of course, the freedom to submit notes nf-_,
dissent and get some more publicity which is perhaps their sole aim. In m!.,
event, the average citizen has, from personal experience, formed his v:m
about policies and events, and he is not going to modify them in the light 9?*"
what a parliamentary committee says. He does not regaid parllal'l:u;n!ctry1
commiitees as his guide and mentor.

The character of this Government should not be unknown to the oppoum
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caten its monopoly of power. A

nothing  compared to what the
ent is capable of unleashing
partially unleash in the not
t past in some parts of the
Not all wings of the Govern-
security forces are armed with
is, and the Governmen; will
te to ask the more sinisterly
forces to tackle the situation
“manner they like should the
s refuse to behave. The lathi blow
r Narayan is just a warning. Mass
ments have an inexorable logic of
own, and in every movement a
e comes when a faltering weak lead-
finds itself at variance with the
of the masses. The point seems
ve been reached in Bihar. The
of tactics on the part of the
nment calls for a similar change
people’s side. But the leadership
st a tit for tat policy. That is
 the opposition parties are wailing

ondent writes:

most acceptable excuse—after the
of over-population—for yet an-
full-dress account of the cause of
isis in the capitalist world includ-
ndia—would be the oil price rise.
naturally the Arabs are the target.
are being accused of exploiting the
. Exploitation indeed. But who is
ting whom? Direct US. private
ments in the Middle FEast ol
nted to $1,800 million by the end
72 whereas US. profit from the
ments was $2,400 million that vear
The profit rate was as high as
cent or |0 times the average for
. overseas investments. The tem-
and false prosperity of the West-

‘countries in postwar years is built on

tural resources and the blood and

t of the peoples of the Third World.
ding to UN. statistical data, in

21 years from 1950 to 1970 prices of

products—exports from  Asian,

on Mr Narayan is an inno-

apolegised for the lathi blow Jon M
Narayan. They should know that if
the total revolution does not fizzle out,

Mr Reddy will not offer even a quali-

fied apology for far more repressive
actions. Remember what happened in

Srikakulam when Mr Reddy was Chief

Minister of Andhra Pradesh; he has
got his promotion, so has his police
minister who now heads the Andhra
Pradesh Cabinet. Perhaps the election-
oriented opposition parties consider such
projections irrelevant; they are trying
to make a revolution which the Gov-
ernment will not regard as deserving of
even a lathi blow,

Blaming The Arabs

African and Latin American countrjes—
had always been lower than in 1950
whereas those of manufactured goods
from the developed countries rose steadi-
ly, with prices in 1970 up 44 per cent
compared to 1950. On account of sharper
exploitation the developing countries suf-
fered from an exchange of unequal values
in trade, which caused them a loss of
US. $103,400 million in 1960-72, It is
precisely to check this and to protect
their purchasing power that the Arabs
now want the oil price to change with the
rate of inflation in the industrialised
countries. Inflation began long before the
rise in the price of oil. The Iranian
Minister, Mr Jabshid Amuzegar, recently
told the Time that before the oil price
rose, the average inflation rate reported
by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) was
1290; it is now about 14%. The con-

sequence of the oil price rise is therefore

seat. [t is amaz-
ing that advocates of a total revolution
should be unready for total Tepression;
maybe they imagine that a total revo.
lution can be made with total consent
of the Government and the ruling class.
The opposition leaders are reported to
have resented the manner in which the
Home Minister, Mr Brahmananda Reddy,

further pointed out thay re-
sources of OPEC members were- added
up, at the end of 1974 these _might
amount to $45 billion to $50 billion. By
comparison, one single country, Germa
stands there with enormous reserves (33.4°
billion at the end of August according
to the West German Bundesbank). Yet
it is being said that it is the ol produc-
ers who are going to end up with huge
reserves of dollars and other hard cur-
tencies.  Mr Ford even hints at armed
action against them to save the Jworld
economy.

.The King’s Men

The CPI General Secretary, Mr Rajes-
wara Rao, in one of his recent articles
published in the party's weekly joumé
New Age, has stated that “it is the
CPI which has been fighting: the anti-
people policies of the Government more
than any other Left parties in [ndia™.
For quite some time after its dalliance
with the Congress
not think there was anything anti-ppople
in the policies of the Congsess Govern-
ment.  However, Congress policies be-
ing what they are, that pose could not
be kept for long and the responsibility
for whatever was anti-people was \pu
on a few reactionaries and the CPI
continued its line of “strengthening the
progressives” in the Congress and “pushas

ing” Government policies to the “Left”,
The party, to its great discomhture,
soon found that while it was involved in
“strengthening the progressives” and
“pushing to the Left”, “the reaction.

aries” had not only become “strengthen-

ed” but “dominant” in the Congress and
the policies “were moving towards the
Right”. And today after all this verbal
jugglery which { has been their | only
policy, they claim to be the staunchest
fighters against the anti-people policies
of the Government. '

Among the great actions to the CP. s
credit listed by Mr Rao is the aﬂ-lnb
land struggle of 1970. May one ask _
Mr Rac how many people got land jn
this greay struggle? And may one also
inform Mr Rao that where the landless
really occupied land was in West ngal
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Government whose head is
he CPI? For Mr Rao his
d struggle which did not give
t of land to a single landless
a greay fact. In the same
-are-hi; d'aims ahout his paxt'jr's

- May 3; after coming into the railway

- sisike, it sapped the morale of the strik-
ers by its call for “zone by zome and
group by group settlement”; it refused
~ to join the bro&dly repreaenla.twe con-
= wlnmﬂ wage-freeze in Delhi .on
i &’%ﬂi’g This is the real record of
; ‘Rac’s parly and in many States it
-_.' i pnmnng the same disruptive line in
to the struggle against the wage-

T P R e

~ That the CPI leaders have become
~adepts in talking and acting like Congress
- rulers is proved by a statement made by
__ the Kerala Chief Minister, Mr Achutha
~ Menon, justifying the recent police ac-
tion hzainst agricultural workers ( who
‘have been occupying the surplus land of
™ landlords. In course of their first phase
of the land grab movement, the peasants
established their rights to land by pluck-
ing cocoanuts, erecting hutments and
cultivating the land. In the second
staze of the movement just begun, they
" harvesting the crop they had raised.
Bﬁﬂ'l in the first stage and the present
muz, the maﬁmm Government unleash-
- repression on tl:em. How does
b the CPI, sharing office in Kerala, view
this struggle? Its State Council in a
- resolution says: “In the name of a
land-grab  movement, there had been
several instances of unauthorised pluck-
ing of cocoanut, reaping of harvest etc”.
™ Just as Congress rulers in every State
“justify such repression, the CPI resolu-
tion says, “the police were attacked, a
_ constable was beaten up and his rifle
 wasgsnatched away”. When the police
ndimuck in Cannanore the CPI lead-
ership not only ]usnﬁed iy with the same
. cock-and-bull stonea but asked the Gov-
7 ernment to. “initiate stern measures
‘againststhe struagling peasants”. More
loyal than the king, aren'y they)

-v-gué:“,

For politicians to honour intellectuals in
recognition of their service to the cause
of politics is an instance of social sym~
biosis, which is no less important or na-
tural than biological interdependence
between two dissimilar organisms. The
ritual is also a part of peaceful cultu-
ral competition between nations So far
as individual politicians are concerned,
apart from such reasons of state an ele-
ment of snobbery cannog be ruled out.
By giving the Jawaharlal Nehru Award
to Andre Malraux the Government of
India has exhibited its pretensions to
International Understanding, What Mal-
raux felt about the depth or extent of any
interest in his work among those who
were honouring him cannoy be known.
What he said on receiving the Indian
award is not exactly a model of Southern
lueidity or Gallic charm. [t ameunted
to no more than that it takes all sorts to
make the world of peace and understan-
dmg, that the crisis of the modern woild
is a fall out of technical progress and
that India can contribute to its solution
with its so-called unique mixture of
Gandhian non-violence and military in-
tervention in a righteous cause. It is a
pity that he did not let loose the usual
panegyrics on India’s spiritual tradition
and greatness. Perhaps his existentialism
came in the way. But then, as some-
thing of an Indologist or Orientalist he
ought to have known better. The con-
cept of Being as Nothingness, an imper-
manent shadow or illusion, has long been
formulated by the seers of this country.
Kings and princes made wves; endow-
ments of land and cattle, with hereditary
serfs to  work and tend them. to en-
able the philosophers to elaborate
the concept of ahsurdity of zll creation.
Obviously such a faith was never at odds
with an enjoyment of the good things
of life—of course, in a spirit , of non-
attachment. .

It is a far greater pity that the cita-
tion, read out by Mrs Gandhi. does not
mention any of these things. [India has
always honoured intellectyals far above
the common folk. Her rulers have always

Honounhg Malraux

cared both for their material
well-being, If Plato had cometa-
stead of going to Syracuse, a cr
city in Southern Italy, he would h
ceeded better in founding his i
public (with philosophers as kil
kings as philosophers), and
escape exile and frustration, |
always been a country where th
have extracted vas; wealth from
bours of the vulgar masses to en
phllosophers to live in peace and
the virtues of abstinence to thég_
tude. Andre Malraux might as
told that in honouring him- India’s
sent rulers were only honouring a
rable gradition. A short spin
countryside would have com
French philosopher of the truth
own ideas on Man's Fate wvis-
ture and Society. The reality
fle his narrow European ration
the absued would stare l'um in the
His European despair in the fa
possible nuclear a_nnihil_ation will
before a starkar, more primitive
of helplessness.

All this has perhaps nothing to d
the Indian Government’s appre
Malraux. Maybe it is far more
the French author’s unreserved ana
wavering support to India’s inter
in favour of the Bangladesh rebels.
since independence, India has been
ing her old friends among Western
lectuals and making no new ones;
a few have been engaged in
her image. Maybe Malraux has «
handy to fill the place of &
Besant or C. F. Andrews.

For Frontier contact :
SUNIL KUMAR MOHANT,
Collectorate Compbuﬁd.

Balurghat,
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'_CTOBER 5, 1974, marked the
3 “grand” fourth anniversary of the
Ministry led by the CPL Al
the State Government had ac-
d its “achievements and gains”
ely, especially through a special num-
of Patriot, the condition of the peo-
has not improved even slightly, par-
after the recent ffloods, The
» thing the Ministry could be proud
is perhaps its record ruling period.
Ministry has ever remained in power
four continuous years in Kerala,
if the present government completes
‘scheduled five-year term that will
ainly serve the ruling parties by way
propaganda in the 1975 elections.
are of this, the CPM-led opposition
rted action againsy the Ministry, with
happal-throwing and fist-ighting on
floor of the Assembly.
Politics in Kerala is different. Here
e could see the splendid rise of parties
d leaders to power and also their
downfall at lightning speed.
[ake the case of the CPL After the
t splip in the undivided Communist
ty in 1964, the first trial of strength
een the CPl and the CPM took
. in Kerala in the mid-term election
1965. The CPI suffered & severe
setback, with a mere three seats. At
at time it was well accredited as
- “patriotic communists” following its un-
~ conditional support to the Nehru Gov-
ernment in branding China as the border
aggressor, while the CPM argued pub-
cly that the question between India and
China should be settled in a peaceful
~ manner and that in the Aksai Chin area
~ India should show some consideration to
. the Chinese arguments. In the inner-
| party meetings of the undivided Com-
" munist Party, they stated thay China,
| being a socialist State, cannot be accus-
| ed as an aggressor. This viewpoiny was
enough for the Central Government to
“arrest many of its leaders and cadres.
- Even then in the 1965 Kerala election
* the CPM stood furst, securing 39 seats,
| among whom the majority contested the

b |
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election from within jails, This —mas-
sive support received by the “unpatrio-
tic” CPM surprised even its own leader-
ship.

During the 1967 election period, CPI
improved its position, from 3 to 21,
mainly because of its involvemen; in
the CPM-led United Front. Being the
major component in the 1967 United
Front, the CPM got 52 seals. But after
two years it suffered a tactical failure
when the fellow-travelling CP1 joined
hands with the Congress. The CPM
was virtually isolated from the rest of
the parties in the United Frony when
all of them started to see “progressives’”’
in the Indira Congress. Not that the
outlook of the CPM was much different
at that time. On issues like bank na-
tionalisation, privy purse, presidential
election, and, later, Bangladesh, the
CPM leaders left no stone unturned in
supporting the “‘progressive hands” of
Mrs Gandhi. It miscalculated that the
right-wing Congress will get a majority
and remain as the main ruling enemy.
I also thought that if it succeeded in
achieving Mrs Gandhi's goodwill, it will
be able to bag more benefits. The
CPM theoreticians realised the situation
much later when the CPI established

relationship with the Congress and posed

a threat to them in their strongholds of
Kerala and West Bengal. Desperate be-
cause of isolation, the CPM leadership
tried to satisfy the cadres and sympa-
thisers by arguing it had 'given only
“critical  support” to the progressive
actions of Mrs Gandhi and “will con-
tinue to do the same in future”. This
type of dialectics proved indigestible to
the masses.

The first Achutha Menon Ministry,
formed in 1969 after the resignation of
the United Front Ministry, was short-
lived. In 1970 when Kerala went to
the polls the CP1-Congress-led United
Frong secured the minimum majority
with which Mr Menon formed his second
Ministry. The CPM put up 3
fight against the Front, with the support
of small parties like the KTP and KSP.
It did not make allegations of rigging
and accepted the defeat.
~ One thing which the CPM has done
so far in Kerala is to upgrade thel status
of several unpopular parties. The CPIL,

theoreticians. The Muslim

famous “dead horse” of Nehru,
rebirth in Kerala because of the CPM'’s
affectionaje attitude towards them. To-
day these two parties hold an important
role in Kerala politics, that of king and
kingmaker, and remain as rivals of the

CPM itself.

cheap and immediate gains. Théy paid
no attention to the after-effects of such
policies. In Indian politics, survival
seems to depend upon popular time-to-
time tactics rather than on unpopular
broad-based, long-term policies.

Another gimmick is the RSP.
the Central leadership of the RSP ask®d -
its Kerala unit to part with the
present Menon Ministry, it~ dissociated
from the central party and continues its
participation in the Ministry even today
as the Kerala RSP. Another party is
the PSP—which got“three members .n ™
the Assembly of whom one i -a -
Minister—which * also broke into two., =
These two factions are known today in &
the names of their respective leaders. y
like “Balakrishnan PSP” and “Attingal
PSP”. The former is a Minister and
the latter an aspirant for a berth in the
Cabinet, now sitting with the opposition.

The clowns in Kerala politics are
uaccountable SPs. There was a strong
SSP in 1965 and in 1967. It turned
into KSSP, when there was a split with
the central SSP. This party has been
eliminated now, and like the PSP, seve-
ral “individual SPs” still remain alive, -
viz. “Kurup SP”, “Seshan SP", etc.
Both these leaders—P. R. K Kurup and
N. K. Seshan—were pillars of ministry
formation in Kerala during 1967-70, but =
today they are ignored. Mr George
Fernandes recently toured Kerala in
a vain attempt to rechain the splinter
groups.

Believe it or not, a new Cnm&i_ﬂ
Party has sprung up in Kerala based on
casteism, It is a party of Ezhavas, by
Ezhavas, for Ezhavas, Of course, they, "~

also quote Marxism-Leninism. _ Mean-
while, their traditional caste enemies,

the Nairs, are active with their National
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Democratic Party. Keen on stopping
the privileges given by the government
to the downtrodden castes, the NDP is
ready to join with any other party te
zchieve this end.

" Some. splinter leaders from the CPM
formed another party three years ago,
called the Communist Unity Centre led
by A. V. Aryan. They “popularised”
their party by killing Azhikodon Ragha-
van, one of the foremost leaders of the
CPM, and for this the Court sentenced
Wm_members of the CUC, The CUC
today poses another threat to the CPM
as it has already spread its activities to
the southern and porthem parts from
the middle district where it originated.
Two so-called Naxalite leaders—Araya-
kandi Achuthan and K. P. R. Gopalan
and their groups joined the CUC recent-
. It should also. be noted that Nagi
Reddy, the Andhra Naxalite leadér,
attended their State Convention held
at Trichur three months ago. The CUC
is against the present parliamentary sys-
tem, but will not hesitate to contest elec-
Hons lo expose the weakness of the pre-
sent bourgeois order. At the same time
it is based ‘on  Matxism-Leninism-Mao
Tse-tung thought. One wonders how
it differs from the CPM, whose ideology
is the same, though it found it very dif-
ficult to implement.

The Kerala Congress serves mainly the
interests of the Christian community as
wéll as the feudal elements. That is why
it is strong only in mid-Travancore ve-
gions. It was formed in 1964 after a
split between the then Chief Minister,
R. Sankar, and the then Home Minister,
P. T. Chacko. Eventually the Christian
supporters of the Congress party, guided
by the Church and missionaries in then
anti-communist campaign, joined with
the Kerala Congress. For the firsy time
the Kerala Congress found a berth in

" the 1969 Menon Ministry, but was soon

forced to quit. Recently it has witness-
ed disintegration, many of its pillars hav-
ine deserted it perforce or on their own
chvice. The Kerala Congress recently
joined with the NDP in forming a third
frant on a noncommunist, non-Congress,
their
party then? Yeah! They are the real
servers of the people from among the
vested interests and reactionary groups.

- NOVEMBER 23, 1974

Now the naticnal boss—Congress. Like
in other States, in Kerala too the split
in the Congress party led to a mushroom
growth in leadership. During the days
of the split in 1969, when the crucial
presidential election took place, the un-
divided Congress nominee, Sanjiva Reddy,
bagged all the 9 Congress votes from the
Kerala Assembly, plus the remaining 5
votes of the Kerala Congress. But when
Mr V. V. Giri won the presidential chair
and Mrs Gandhi established her political
base at the Centre, the Congress(0)
leader in the Kerala Assembly all of a
sudden became the vanguard of Mrs
Gandhi's policies. Till then he had dif-
fered form the then Indira Congress
Pradesh President, Mr K. K. Viswana-
than, a veteran follower of Mrs Gandhi
and the present Governor of Gujarat.
But in his somersault he managed to
get a seay in Menon's Ministry, This,
in short, is the portrait of Mr K. Karuna-
karan, the present Home Minister.

Young men inside the Congress say
they are the npillars of the party in
Kerala. Although they have consider-
able control over student and youth or-
ganisations, their voice did not count
much with the KPCC and the Ministry.
This feeling led to rethinking and a
split. Mr M. J. John, a rival of the
KPCC President and the Youth Congress
leader Mr A. K. Antony, left the party
and formed his own group which he
named “moderators”.

The “wonder party” in Kerala is the
Muslim League. In 1960 it was anti-
communist and pro-Congress, when
there was a Congress Ministry. In 1965
it was with the CPM and won a gond
number of seats. The same was repeat-
ed in 1967 when it got two Ministers in
the United Front. After that, in 1969
and 1970 iy became anti-CPM by join-
ing the present Ministry. C. H. Moham-
med Koya, a former Muslim League
Minister and at present an MP, con-
tested from the Maijeri Lok Sabha con-
stituency in 1972 by facing*a rival
Congress candidate at a time when both
the League and the Congress were part-
ners in the Ministry. Thus their ideo
logy is + simple: join with all ruling
ministries in Kerala whatever these may

be.

Assam

Behind The Fam:ing:
and the Floods

CHIRANJIT CHALIHA

N a word the situation is
dented. Seven waves of mi
flood, grim scarcity of foodgrains
skyrocketing prices of all the
commodities are creating havoc with
poor millions, the parallel of which
not be found in the last hundred ye
history of Assam. Thousands of
from different parts of the State,
from  Dhubri subdivision were
the streets with begging bowls. St
tion deaths are now commonplae
ports of parents selling their ¢
for a paliry sum are no longer T
The State Government calls it death
to malnutrition. -
Everyone seems to agree that th
son for the present food crisis is
Government’s take-over of whole
trade in rice from the big wh
merchants. A section of the bo
press is trying to paint the Chief
ter as the poor lamb among the fero
wolves., The implication is that the
licies of the Sinha-ministry are d
mental to the interests of the big
chants who used to conduct the w
sale trade in rice, and so they are
ing an all-out effort to sabotage
Sinha and the resuly is the present |
crisis. But how can these merch
flourishing under the Congress Go
ment for the last 27 years, be at loj
heads with the latter? Has<Mr Si
Government undergone any basic ¢
from the .previous Congress go
ments in the State? Besides, how
one account for the food problem
the other States where the local .
governments did not dare ‘offend’
big businessmen by undertaking.
socialist manoeuvres as the taking o3
of wholesale trade in foodgrains?
handful of corrupy businessmen and
dustrialists cannot thwart a party whe
members cover two-thirds of the total s
in Parliament as well as the majority
the State assemblies? Moreover,




5 éon'upt busmessmen an& offi-
 the suppory of a galaxy of
_and East Furopean super-social-
Also sitting there in Delhi is the
guy Moynihan, ever ready to
r the now-clean (after the exit
on) White House's support and
to Mrs Gandhi's Government
y the CIA not to interfere with
gressive pohcme at home.

simple truth is that in the pre-
umstances people are bound to
if the markets are overflooded
rains. After all the foodgrains
ome to one's kitchen on their
ey have to be bought. Assam
remained immune from th=
pm:el‘lse On the contrary the
in this State have the proud
of—thanks to the feudal Ma-
o1 mg leadership to the rest of
-u in this field. The buying
of the commoners is fast decreas-
A the conservative official
709, of the total
below the
Jine in the face of the phenomenal
The ground below their feet
moving away. The problem
| for agriculture is adding to their
s. The usual channels have dried
vast sandy patch of famine or

put 1t bluntly, Assam alung with
e north-eastern region is only
of the New Delhi Government.
trial backwardness during the
era has undergone no basic
in the last 27 years. Large
of natural resources have been
ained ou of the State for in-
based outside Assam or left un-
“While the prioblem of land is
& hard on the peasantry large

ontier contact

~ Government also.

feudalism alone can create such an arti-
ficial land problem for the peasantry.
In the early fifties Assam’s par capita
income was much higher than the all-
India average, buy now it is below the

latter. But paradoxically, this State
produces 709% of India's tea, 66%
of India’s crude oil and of the total

foreign-exchange earnings of the country
10.12% comes through the resources of
Assam. The tea industry alone drains
out capital to the tune of Rs. 75 crores
annually to the bulging pockets of the
British tea magnates, the Indian compra-
dors and to the Central Government's
coffers. The few Assamese national
bourgeoisie who are in this industry are
fast losing their ground under the pres-
sure of the imperialist and comprador
capital backed by the Central Govern-
ment. In the oil industry also the foreign
interests have the upper hand. The
State Government has to remain content
with a meagre royalty from oil. More-
over, the bigger portion of this crude
oil is refined in the refineries set up out-
side Assam. The Indian big bourgeoisie
have not set up any major industry in
this State. Instead, they have made it
a market for the commodities produced
in their farms outside Assam and have
allowed some feudal merchants, mostly
Marwaris, to step in as the officers-in-
charge of this market. As regards the
public sector industries in Assam, the
less said the better. Further, in the in-
terest of the big bourgeoisie and their
agents the . feudal profit-grocers, the
communication system between Assam
and the rest of the country has been
left undeveloped. On lthe lpretext of
this inconvenient transportation the feu-
dal stockists increase the prices of all
the commodities brought from outside
Assam according to their whims, and as
a result a packet of shaving blades
that costs only 60 paise in Delhi costs
Rs. 1.50 in Assam.

These feudal merchants have the
blessings of ‘the big bourgeoisie and there-
fore have enough liberty with the Union
Under these cicrum-
stances, the State Government has gzot

“nothing to do but just echo the wishes

of New Delhi with respect to these mer-

the Stale at Govemmsnts Jﬁspueal Stari.

ists, thc b:g bourgeoisie and these blg
feudal merchants the Central Govern-
ment has been taking a colonial attitude
towards Assam. Under the first ﬁqu.‘
five-year-plans Assam gop only 1.257
of the total public sector investments of
the Government of India. The Congress
Government in the State is bound to
obey the dictates of its masters in Delhi.
If it grumbles for allocations of more
funds for Assam it will be just replaced
by another set of ministers faithful to
Delhi. This we saw in the case of the
previous Congress Ministry. The pre-
sent Ministry is of course truly obedient
to Mrs Gandhi. Obviously therefore,
there is no question of the State Gov-
ernment offering any effective resistance
to the big feudal merchants in the State
in their profit-oriented trading. How="
ever virulent the attacks of the Minis-
ters against these traders on the Assembly
floor might be, behind the scene they
are on the same boat in their mission of
‘plundering the people. The ‘so-called
failure of the wholesale ricetrade can
be explained only in" the light of this
come-boy-let's-travel-together ttitude be-

fween the Government ﬂﬂd the tradcra.

Floods

The same debris of colonialism that
have pauperised the national economy
of Assam float in the flood waters of
the Brahmaputra. Neither technical ing_
competence nor financial want can ex-
plain the Centre’s indifferende to this
devastating problem which cannot be
handled by the State Government with
the spectre of Reserve Bank overdrafts
already looming large. But our bosses
in Dethi have nop yer shown any sien
of effective change in their attitude of
indifference which they have consistent-
Iy assumed for the last two decades in
this matter. Such indifference even
after this vear's unprecedented foods
whose full repercussions on the economy
of the people -are vet to be measmed.
is horrifying. For some, it is a pi¥ -
prick to the soap-bubble of the so-called
one-nation, one-India  sentiment, ‘har-
boured over the vears as a great, noblé
sentimeny or outlook. For middle-class
liberals it is terribly painful. Assimr's
strong representation in_the Union Cabi-
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Dok Batc—nah to nther oﬁces

makes it all the more pathetic. More-

over, the present Chief Minister. too, is

a staunch supporter of Mrs Gandhi and
zit was only for this allegiance thay he
could , replace Mr M. M. Chou-
dhury. But in epite of all these
plus points Assam has been cold-
shouldered by Delhi even when the
State is in the grip_of the worst ever
flood and famine. The Madam in Delhi
has a stony heart ﬁr. the teeming mil-
lions of Assam T who do not
understand the nature of the cold, cal-
culating colonialism find all these things
shocking. So let's come from hazy,
liberal sentimentalism to the brass tacks
of the colonial reality again, some of
which were shown earlier with respect
to the food problem in this State which
Has a surp[us production of rice. Now
the flood me!enL

As stated a!ready. 70 per cent of the
people in this State are below the po-
verty line. These are not the chief
customers on the market which the In-
dian comprador big bourgeoisie have
set Up in Assam through their feudal
agents. The fown-based middle class
people form the bulk of these customers.
The lower ‘middle class is also now
gradually turning away from this mar-
ket. But still there is a good market
for the refrigerators, the Gwalior suit-
ings and other luxuries of the
Still there is a class in this Stzte float-
ing on the Cocacola culture. So who
cares for the flood and famine victims?
Obviously these people in the below-the-
poverty-line

sork,

category can make no

“impact on this market even if they turn

away from it en masse.
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in Assam are in no way affected by the
floods.  Therefore the present flood is
no headache to the Centre which simply
implements the interests of these classes.

Thirdly, but for a few parts in
lower Assam, there is no big landlord
class. Had it been there, its interesis
would  have been affected by
the floods and  in that case, the
class having a say in the functioning of
the country’s State machinery  tould
have compelled the Government to take
drastic and effective measures to fight
the problem.

In this situation, only a strong public
opinion can force the Central Govern-
ment to take any effective measure to
check the flood problem. But the pre-
sent Chief Minister faces the same
handicap as did his  predecessor—the
in-fighting in the party. New Delhi's
attitude is clear: If you pester them for
more relief, more money, more indus-
trial plants, you will just be kicked out;
there are so many eagerly waiting to step
into your place.

Economically the neighbouring hill
States are more backward than Assam.
Prior to their separation from Assam,
the New Delhi regime with the collabo-
ration of an opportunist elite among the
hillmen  told  the common hill-
men that their backwardness was the
result of exploitation by the plains
people,  But now they have their own
States. And save for a flourishing op-
portunist middle class they have practi-
cally nothing to raise their standard of
living. The anti-Centre movement that
is now fast gaining momentum among
these people is therefore understznd-
able. To brush it off as “desperate
terrorism™ of “a handful of savage hill-
men” simply betrays one’s political
puerility. Maybe the hill people have
discerned the truth which their brothers
down the hills are yet to see. Maybe
they have already caught the sweet
smell of the flowers of the South-East
Asian jungles where small nationalists
like them are fighting for the cherished
principle of national liberty. The pity
is that we in the plains are still far
away from those jungles.

. .

' 7 the few industrial concerns, |}
that the impp.nabsts and compradors have

M

hya Pradesh
Famine And Cult

N. K. SincH

ADHYA Pradesh is in the gr
famine. Many starvation
have been reported from the
dominated Chhattisgarh region.
of hungry poeple are migrating to
for food and jobs. The situation,
the government concedes, is gra
the worsy drought of the century.

Here, in this sleepy capital t
Bhopal, everyone is concerned ab
famine. They are doing their be
litictans of the ruling party ar
(or even twice a day) issuing stz
urging New Delhi to rush help;
‘dissidents” among them have a
their  favourite topple-the-go
game for a while. The opposition |
ready a docile lot, even the
Jan Sangh chief is said to be
chummy with the Chief Minister.
they have taken upon themselves
constructive task of dehoarding
grains. Without caring for the eoaﬂg
conditioned comforts of Bhepal—or
petrol consumption for that matt
high officials are making flying.
the dought-affected areas to, as
has i, study the situation.
the Cabinet is not lagzing behin
of the Ministers are camping a |
braving assaults, intimidation and
of angry vet foolish people.
have it that they are emotion
moved to move into the deserted

Apparently, everybody who‘it.'i_s
body wants to help them. But as
would have it, they have not
funds. The stone-hearted people ai
Delhi have refused to give any
The State Government, whose b
already shows an unprecedented
is in a fix. Hence it ha: gon
austerity, with due fanfare, of
All the development works have
to a standstill. A cut in adminis
expenditure was sought. As th
ters and big officials were too imp
to be disturbed, the axe fell on ill+
government employces. A big cut




> Governmen; is out with a begging
. ccrcmomoualy called the Chief
ters relief fund. People are con-
g generously, Even the institu-
s are nog lagging behind in this noble
d philanthropic cause,

Recently the Madhya Pradesh Kala
rishad contributed about Rs. 2,000
' collected from the sale of tickets for its
. annual dance and music festival to the
; ﬂuef Minister’s relief fund. Cynics
M out that this meagre sum—even
| a high school could collect that much

-‘hlfmxh a simple cultural show—was
collected after spending about 15,000

pees on the three-day fanfare. After

meal
And all this
It is very

| Art, literature, dance, drama, music
. etc. are the latest craze in Bhopal. A
' cultural revolution geems to be round
. the comner. And the credit fori; goes to
. the young buddmg secretary of the Kala
rishad, who is poet, critic, editor and
| TAS, all rolled into one. He is also a
leftist'—whatever you mean by it. (He
[ d to be a Marxist but that is now
. out of fashion;
: ,ﬁt dogmatic.)
- As soon as Mr Secretary descended
| upon Bhopal he took upon himself the
. task of a self-styled cultural reformer.
',ﬁbpﬂ—bl‘ the whole of the State for
I that matter—was culturally illiterate,
| he declared. Urgent messages were
Mt to different parts of the country—
specially to a particular group of writers,
~ poets, critics, artisis ete. Friends rush-
bﬁ in to save Bhopal from cultural fa-
 mine.  Bhopalis who were weary of
~ seeing budgetary provisions for cultural
~ activities lapsing year after year and
mlaapendmg of money on third-rate
| sarkari programmes, were grateful o Mr
g Secretary for his pioneering work. He
| was declared the unopposed Cultural
}'_Memah However, soon enough it be-
| came clear that the same set of artists

an intelledtual cannot

va-r—'-"[ ¥ \ﬂq‘-r-

= 2

and writers would visit the town time
and again. J

The biggesy success of Mr Secretary
was in restricting entries to the cultural
shows to the ticket-holders—even in the
case of Ministers, politicians, big offi-
cials and journalists who were hitherto

e I
o

R A

Anyway, who cares for the expendi-
ture when the State Government is more
than liberal? Thanks to the lausels
earned by the Kala Parishad in the
local press, ghe Government has increased
the grant of the Parishad; the Staf®
might have gone bankrupy financially

treated with courtesy passes. But that but cultural bankruptey is intolerable.
restriction, it appeared later, was only Or for that matter, who cares for
for the ordinary shows. Special free the Parishad employees, who are o Mosc
shows of some dramas were held for getting wages far . below the govern- L
the MLAs on which the Parishad in- ment scales, and who have been asked _  _ .4in
curred quite a few thousand rupees. It to sacrifice—of course, in the name of ' paliti
gave the feeling of a muzra being held art and culture. Does not the Parishad had
in the mughal durbar. The journalists need monmey to throw the occa- army
continue to receive free ‘tickets” instead sional dinner parties for ‘a get-together ' feiel
of courtesy passes. Old wine in a new of the guest artistes with the local This
bottle. ‘talents’? of th
Since Mr Secretary is an IAS, a Reports have it that Mr Secretary is e
large number of officers became regu- going on a foreign jaunt in a delegation ko
lar attendants of Ravindra Bhavan pro- of Indian writers. There, he will ex- - Singt
grammes—thanks to the ‘cultural change views on “the need of poetry in —~ — = Komi
‘rivalry’ among the IAS tribe. This our time” or something like that. Chini
was, indeed, no m=an achievement at : s
a time when the cultural interests of = Ussal
most of our civil servants are confined hicl
to club, cocktail, cabaret and pocket FRONTIER .-.-iw th
books. A bhadrajaner (gentlemkn’s) Y _tu 2
culture was born. INLAND - &?g
Mr Secretary was not to be satisfied with L e;;’
reform in the field of art and culture Six months Rs. 11.00 - ¥ ‘*‘m 4
only. He is basically a literary man. 5 gaxl
The only snag was that the Kala Pan- One year Rs. 2200 —_
shad is supposed to deal with painting, Three years Re. 60.00 T}’.
;culpturs. music, dance, drama etc. For Five years .. Rs. 100.00 g;.s '
iterature there is a separate body. - o
Sahitya Parishad. But Mr Becretary i i Mm] = . Wl
was not to be deterred. Where there ‘1 countries 6 dollars |
is a will there is a way. Under his Foreign AIR MAII. RATES g A are
able direction the academy of “perform- (One Year) gk
ing arts” has intruded into the field of  yperjcy 1850 dollars B
literary criticism. Mr Secretary,~who is : it |
naturally the editor of the magazine, Europe o 230 dillare g agi
has kindly allotted abouy 15 per cent The Netherlands .. 18,50 dollars l' vel
of the total space to the performing arts:  Asia 13  dollars 5 nie
The magazine must have cos; quite a .- gal
fortune—mostly handmade paper, good Back numbers of Frontier, more ~ ing
printing and on top of it all, associa- than two months’ old, cost Re | sac
tion ‘of ,some ‘big names’, _’who have each if they are available, Su
kindly ~agreed to, be on its advisory Frontier will no longer be sent Al
board. (Cynics, again, smell fishy things by VPP £~ me
in the ‘big names'—all friends of My " ;g
Secretary.) One expects they must be ; 2 i
honorary, though of course, they would Long-term Subscript'ons wil bl gzﬂan-‘
charge TA, DA once in a while to des- help the weekly, B —
cend upon Bhopal from their heavenly = *
abode in New Delhi. Revol
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Armed Struggle In Indla
_The Ghadar Party—III

o GaiL OmvepT
ACT[VITY had begun in China before
the arrivals of the emissarles from
Moscow, California and India. Its base
was apparently Sikhs who were employ-

. ed in the cities as watchmen for munici-

palities and private business; these men
had gained their jobs as a result of
army presence but were ,more easily
reachable immediately than the troops.
Thus, for example, one of the most active
of the Hankow group was Ganda Singli,
an ex-watchman who had been in Han-
kow for twelve years; another, Jiwan
Singh, was said to have been aboard the
Komagata Maru and to have come to
China via Japan. A crucial beginning
was the formation of the International
Union of Oppressed Peoples of the East,
which held its first conference in Hankow
——in the summer of 1925, whlch brought
(In-
 dians), Koreans, and “Annamites”
.~ GVletnamese) and ‘;.vh),ch {began khe
organising under which the Ghadar ac-
tivists worked.

The leading organiser of the Union
was Ho Chi Minh, then just sent out to
China as a Comintern leader. He had
written just before that:

Imperialism has now reached a de-
gree of almost scientific perfection.
It uses white proletarians to conquer
the proletarians of the colonies. Then
it hurls the proletarians of one colony
against those of another. Finally, it
relies on the proletarians of the colo-
nies to rule white proletarians. Sene-
galese had the sad distinction of hav-
ing helped French militarism to mas-
sacre their brothers of the Congo,
Sudan, Dahomey and Madagascar.
Algerians fought in Indochina. Anna-
mese were garrisoned in Africa. And
oy s
50 -om,

Being particularly sensitive to “divide
and ~rule” tactics, Ho was undoubtedly

*Begnard Fall, ed., Ho Chi Minh on
Revolation (New York, Praeger).
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pleased to work with a group which
worked to prevent these.

The most significant leader of the
Sikhs in China was apparently Dasaunda
Singh, who had been active for some
time in California. then came with the

Mahendra Pratap tour .and was the
main  representative of the Ghadar
party; he apparently took his instruc-

tions from Pritam Singh, the Ghadar ve-
presentative in  Moscow.  Dasaunda
Singh wrote a number of early articles,
including one—'"Let India and China
Unite for the Holy Cause” —which was
published in Anglo-Chinese newspapers
and aiso in the Hindustan Ghadar, a
San Francisco paper; then he helped to
found a paper in China, The Hindustan
Ghadar Dhandora, which came out twice
a month. By this time units of the
Union of Oppressed Peoples had been
formed in Shanghai, ‘Canton and 'in
Hankow, where the Indians were parti-
cularly active; it was from Harkow that
the paper was published and it was
Hankow that became the primary centre
for Ghadar revolutionary achivity.

When Dasaunda Singh was arrested in
late 1927 after the murder of an Indian
army official, his papers indicated seve-
ral aims, including the organising in
China of a branch of the Hindustan
Ghadar party with objects of cooperat-
ing with the KMT against British impe-
rialism, the appointment of secret agents
for propaganda among troops at Hong
Kong and Shanghai, and the formation
of Indian revolutionary units for, service
under Chinese military authorities. In-
deed, constant appeals were made to
soldiers to desert or mutiny, and 80 Sikh
watchmen in Hankow were formed into
an armed military unit under the KMT.
Dasaunda Singh's wider dream was per-
haps expressed in a speech to a meeting
in Shanghai in April, 1927, quoted by
the British intelligence:

The Hankow governmen; is ready
to give military training to a thousand
Indians and says that each should be
paid not less than whay he received
from the Shanghai Municipal Council.
They should persuade their fellow
Sikhs and the Indian troops to desert
and join the Hankow government.
After a year's training they would be
taken to the frontiers of India through

Afghanmn and mpphd mth
ammunition and money by the -
cow government. Afghanistan, Russia,
Turkey, China and perhaps Japan
would declare war on Great Britain.
At the same time simultaneous risi
would take place in the Punjab
a number of troops would mul
(See Petrie). i
And to an editor of a militant Sikh
newspaper in the Punjab Dasaunda Singh
wrote; 7
Indians are bent upon sheddi
blood for the sake of the indepen
dence of India at every place and step.
Brethren in India should know i well
that the maximum hope of the liberty
of India depends on them. China has
set an example for Indians, (Petrie).
How serious were all these efforts
organising, fomenting mutiny, and gi
military training to Indians?
The British, at least, took i all qui
seriously, in particular the pos
that, as Petrie said, ‘trouble ")
our borders should sync]:romze with al@ =
serious outl:reak wnthm them ln pi

fire on Chinese strikers in Hong
in 1925, the British at first gave bt
credence to revolt among the lnﬁﬁ
community in China. But—

";l--"
But by the beginning of 1927, the
abandonment of the Hankow Conces-

sion had pointed its own moral as \a’? =
the power of anti-British propaganda -_
backed by mob violence; and &mﬁ i
that time the position has rapidly d
teriorated until, a; the moment oif £
writing, the anti-British agnam,
among Indians in China is of an ex-
tent and intensity that cannot be re-
_ garded without some anxiety. (Petri
These promising beginnings came
an end mot by British efforts—arrest n?:
a few Ghadar leaders at Hankow left

=y

._._
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‘the final communist split with the
uomintang, which cut off possibi-
af organising in the cities of south
- Nevertheless, though Petrie wrote
the initial coup, his concern was
v diminished:
It would seem unwise to count with
certainty on the setback to Bol-
m being anything more than a
orary one, At any rate it is safe
 assume that for as far ahead as
pyone can see, there will be no strong,
artial Central Government in Pek-
g or anywhere else, and there will

on in the Provinces. In such a soil
foul weed is bound to take
t, and Bolshevism will probably
inue to flourish... . . Similaily, the
revolutionary element will find
ting in a disordered China, znd
shadar plotter and the Soviet

- it with a jealous and watchful
~ eye, at least so long as it is in vigo-
Ms existence in a counlry so conti-
us to our borders as ln Chma

_ international
had withered away. Yet for fifteen
s the Ghadar Party had been a pri-

mjabis as  immigrants and soldiers

“Frontier” contact:

jab itself it Ba ‘ﬁelpﬁ& _
new wave of nationalism that kd to
the massacre at Amritsar and the inten-
sified politicisation of the province in
the 1920s. [es communist leaders after
1920 had clearly thought of themselves
as an ongoing party, had been concern-
ed to have their special representatives
in Moscow through whom they would
take Comintern linstructions, and had
shown no desire a; all to become orga-
nisationally absorbed into the Indian
communist activities directed first by
M. N. Roy and then by the CPGB. In
the Punjab, besides starting the news-
paper Kirli and organising the Desh
Bhagat Parivar Sahayak Sabha (an
organisation focussed on suppor; for
older Ghadar activists, which brought in
large amounts of California money
channeled ostensibly for relief for fami-
lies of political prisoners) they had also
developed links with the Akali Dal, a
quasi-military organisetion that began
to grow after 1920. With such an
organic and developing base, would
their separate identity easily disappear?

In fact, while sources are scanty on
Punjabi communisy and peasant history,
this separate identity did not easily
vanish. It is clear that there were two
distinct groups and tendencies among
Punjabi communists, the first focussed
around Sohan Singh Josh, the second
around Teja Sing Swatantra, Indeed, these
two men symbolise the struggle within Pun-
jabi communism: Josh had been jailed
for his role in the Akali movement 2nd after
his release in 1926 had become an
editor of Kirti; he joined the Communist
Party in 1928, was jailed in the Meerut
conspiracy case, and went on to hecome
the most important organisational leader
of the CPI in the Punjab. He was a
man, it may be noted, with no separate
orgznisational connection with the Ghadar
party—in contrast to Swatantra, who
had been sent by the Ghadar communists
to a military college in  Turkey, was
briefly in the U.S. with Ghadar people
and then spent two years in the USSR..
and then returned to become the leading
communist peasant organiser in the
Punjab.

The Chadar communists first began to
gather around the newspaper Kirti, and

: n Party (Workers and Pea-
sants Party) in 1926, which was in ac-
cordance with a contemporary Indian

communisy sirategy of | creatifig suc .'*"*‘ Y B

parties. ‘However, unlike other pa
of India, the Kirti Kisan Party of
Punjab’ was not phased out. In fac«.

not until the 1930s did much peasant
argamsmg begin, and this canfe with
leaders in new areas of communist’ac-
tivity who themselves were from non-
Brahmin and peasant backgrounds.

Similarly the communist leaders of the =

1920s had a tendency to remain aloof
from the Indian National Congress and
not until after 1934-—partly as a result of
British and international directives—did
a real ‘united front” (and “b]mﬁlfh-

" 1) policy began; when the commu-
msts joined the Congress Socialist Party
to work within the INC and begin th~"~_
serious organising of peasant leagues. [i

can therefore be argued that the contrast
NOVEMBER 23, 1974
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when m 1934 Indian commu-
nists began to organise and centralise
their party, and chose Sohan Singh Jesh =k
as the secretary of the Punjab unit, the :
majority of the Ghadar group resisted = | ~©
being absotbed. Thus two separate tw
groups of Punjabi communists ¢ame to le
exist: the official CPI group under Josh, w
and the Kirti group under Teja Singh to
Swatantra which imanaged to maintain m
for a long time control over funds com- wi
ing from the Ghadar party in the U.S. i
It appears that the tension bet . Wi
these two groups was not just a m‘% ,,‘“
of personalitics or factionalism, but of wl
‘real differences in revolutionary outlook. 2
The special characteristics of Ghadar B
communism, as Mark Juergensmeir has th
partly  noted  (Perspectives  on 30
Ghadar), were an emphasis on e~ ™
volutionary nationalism and armed strug- ~ |- 1@
gle; indeed the growth of Ghadar com- v
munism out of a revolutionary nation-*. § ™
alist party was perhaps more akin to the ye
development of Chmese. Vietnamese and S'
Korean communism than to tha; of the n
rest of the Indian movement. For other (5"
Indian communists of the time there was iy
no possibility of armed struggle ande a. ok
rather ambiguous relation to the nation-
al movement. Thus the focus was on ed
mass organising, and at first this wes al- 354 28
most entirely among the working class; - “the




leadﬂcs, .who were petty-bourgeois in
origin but oriented to a rather abstract

omantic concept of internationalism-—
E the Ghadar communists who were
actually more working-class in  origin
but oriented to a national liberationist,
- peasant-based people’s war version of
[~y . revolution.
= What gives credence’ to this analysis
~is the changing relationship between the
~ two groups. Though some old Ghadar
leaders (such as Baba Gurumukh Singh)
- worked for unity, the groups only began
to come together 'during 1940 and 1941,
~in a period in which the official CPL
was taking a militany nationalist line
S (the context was that of Hitler's pact
®= with Stalin, which left Indian commu-
- _nist free fo attack the British) apd
“when the leaders found th ves to-
gether in jail' they resolved to unite.
But then in 1941, when Hitler attacked
- the Scviet Union, and the CPI after
- some indecision decided to call the war
==zainst the Nazis a “people’s war” and
- to give full support to" the British gov-
~ernment—thus ieolating itself from the
.most fervent nationalist outbreaks of 20
~years—they fell apart again. The
Swatantra group split away and deci-
sively formed a separate party, the Lal
- Communist Party. From this time on
the two groups were known as the “Red"
and fm:m" Communists of the Punjab.
The Red Communists apparently aim-
ed at fighting a revolutionary war
. 2gains the British in conjunction with
the 1942 “Quit India” movement; how-
‘ever, the fact that most of their leader-
ship was in jail apparently meant that
- little coordinated activity could go on
- in the Punjab. They did, however, re-
present a tendency thay was expressed
“lsewhere among Indian communism——a
tendency that saw itself as loyzl to in-
ternationalism,  but felt that ' loyalty
~could be expressed only in the full deve-
lopment of revolution in India: After

_ ~working tlass sectarianism and a rather
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the war and from jail,
Communists apparently became inten-
sively involved in some sections of the
Punjab in peasant seizures of land, and
reportedly also had not forsaken old
ideas of establishing liberated zones in
a border area: According to one ac-
count Communists from 1948 to 1950
were involved with smuggling arms in
the area of Kashmir and Himachal Pra-
desh (the border areas for the Punjab)
and ‘“dreaming of having a Yenan of
their own."® This was a period, shortly
after Indian independence, of intensive
peasant revolt and insurgency. Swatan-
tra_himself was underground until 1962.

Official communists such as Jesh have
argued that the “Chadar Babas” in fact
supported the regular party and attempt-
ed to heal the split with the Red Com-
munists, But the evidence is that the
Red Communists were to a large degree
the inheritors of the whole Ghadar ten-
dency and base. Their party. the Lal
Communist Party, contested the elections
of 1952 as a separate party; it got 2.19%
of the vote in contrast to 6.1% for the
official CPI, but it did best in the dis-
tricts of Hoshiarpur, Kzpurthala Jullun-
der and Sangrur, which were the cen-
tral Sikh districts and the earliest strong-
est base for Ghadar activity.

It was, however, impossible for a dis-
sident communis; group, however revo-
lutionary, to survive at thal time in the
face of the official party, particularly
after the Punjabi official party managed
to gain full control of the funds coming
from the U.S. Thus the Lal Communist
Party, after 1952, did merge again into
the CPL. But there is one final footnote
to Ghadar revolationary tendencies: Much
later, when the pro-Chinese, guerilla
warfare oriented CPI(M-L) was form-
ed, it was rumoured that the first “Naxa-
lite” killed in the Punjab was Baba
Bujha Singh, an old Ghadar member.
And it was the most important of these
early members, Baba Gurmukh Bingh|
himself—the very man who had tried to
mediate between Red and White Com-
munists in the 1930s—who broke away
to join the CPI(M-L) and become editor
of its Punjabi journal, the Pecples' Path.
(Concluded).

“Panjabi Communisis: An Analysis
by Chadha. =

the Red

Sikkim

Peking, October 21, 1974, [
Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, de
publicly on October 15 that “S
wes nog an independent country. It
always part of India.” But the
Prime Minister had stated not long
that “India will always respect
individuality.” One cannot he
ing: since Sikkim is part of Ine
how can its “individuality” be res
Has the Indian Prime Min;is_lie:_'
spoken of “always respecting” the
viduality” of Uttar Pradesh which
part of India?

To say that “Sikkim was always
of India” is a fabrication of
Anyone who has a common know
of Asian history knows thay Sikkim,
Himalayan kingdom, which has a
of 300-400 years, was founded in |
17th century when India was in
by the old-line colonialists and g
ally reduced into a British col
Britain started her armed invasion
Sikkim, using India as a base after |
latter was completely colonised in
middle of the 19th century and foreik
turned Sikkim into a British
torate” in 1890. Before 1047
Incia won independence, both India
Sikkim were the victims of colonial
India was a British colony, while Si
was a British “protectorate” and v
part of India But after attaining ind
pendence. the Indian rulers have for-
gotten that historically India shared t
same desting with Sikkim and
over the mantle of colonialism. Ac!
in the way of the big bullying the small
the “stronz” oppressing the weak,
carried out aggression and expansiol :
at the cxpense of Sikkim and com
pelled her to sign a “status quo agree-
ment” which had India replace Britain
in her colonialist status in Sikkim. In
June 1949, Indian troops were sent’ tc
the Sikkimese capital Gangtok to ta ;
over the Sikkimese Governmen b@{,
force. In 1950, the Indian rulers im.
posed upon the Sikkimese people the
“India-Sikkim prace troaty”, making
Sikkim as an Indian “protectorate™.

nto




~ tion of S;I:klm by people all over

= how

Sikkim has only been under India’s
nial rule for 27 years. Judging
y history, the allegation that “Sikkim
always part of India”™ is a sheer
a lame excuse for India’s expansion-
. This was pointed out by im-
ial Indian public opinion. The
dustan Times pointed out in an edi-
I on August 30 that “Sikkim is not
torially part of India. Constitution-
it is a foreign country”. S. N.
hra, member of the rival Congress
- Parliament, wrote to Indira Gandhi
 August 31 saying that “Sikkim s
ot a part of India".

‘The Indian Prime Minister’s recent
seech is a stark avowal of India’s anne-

n Indian protectorate before September
an “‘associate State” after the In-
Constitution was amended in Sep-
mber and now, dropping all the pre-
s names Sikkim is called a “‘part of

To speak bluntly the painstaking
fort of the Indian rulers in fabricating!
ory is nothing but an attempt [to
ribe the annexation of Sikkim as
a’s “internal affair’”, In this way,
er people would “have no right te
ak labout Indo-Sikkim Irelations™,
ut having committed colonial expan-
on and annexed Sikkim, the Indian|
ers can in no way escape denuncia-
on and condemnation by the |world
eople. The voice of justice can never
= cilenced by a few lies of anybody.
But there were some people |who
lly beat the drum for the Indian ex-
__'sionists On the very day the Indian
e Minister made the extremely ab-
urd statement on the annexation of
".ﬁi‘.hm the Soviet news agency Tass
& d]spatcll on October 15 described
» just denunciation of India’s annexa-
the
a.n mterference m the lnter-
To describe ob-
“internal
is a lie typical of the Soviet re-
sionist social-imperialists. But history
nnot be altered. no matter how
clever" the Indian rulers appear and
vigorously the Soviet revisionists
‘beat the drum for them.

By altering history, the Indian

Id as

aﬁairs of India™.

‘Since, India's forcible

tion of Sikkim. Sikkim |was named|l

people.
annexation  of
Sikkim in early September, the Sikki-
mese people have held many /protest
demonstrations. Trying to turn Sikkim
into a “part of India”, the Indian ex-
pansionists will eventually be punished
by history and will not come to a good
end.

position from the Sikkimese

(Hsinhua correspondent)

Nirode Mazumdar’s
Boitorini
SANDIP SARKAR

[RODE Mazumdar had a one-man
show in the Academy of Fine Arts
titled “‘Boitorini”’ from November 2 to
9. He is probably our most influential
artist. Yet there are critics and laymen
who say thap his metaphysical and my-
thological paintings have not changed
since his return from Paris.

In this series he had fifteen canvases,
some good, others quite good and one
or two nop that good, but he has shown
what his style is capable of doing, with
certain alterations and additions. He
has not only enlarged his scope bu; has
shown that he is iavolved in the life of
the people and knows about their trials
and tribulations. He has boldly com-
mented on the rottenness of the social
fabric and denounced the men in power.
He has identified with the life of the poor
peasant and shown how he is sucked dvy
by the big landhoiders, law courts, offi-
cers of the state and finally by the
bastion of democracy—Parliament.

I was afraid of these paintings becom-
ing posters and illustration, bu; Nirode
Mazumdar is no ordinary artist. He has
brought all that makes his technique
mature—sense of colour, capability of
imagination and innovation—to take up
the challenge.

Like- his earlier works these paintings
a!so have a Core nmnear the mlddle Of a
canvas, an exact centre from where his
universe  expands in every direction.
The whole canvas is tense but flexible
and each part has a rhythmic relation

to the other. Generally there is one

_major colour accomy

‘paintings where he has effectively used ™

white which is grey or ash—that dominates,
while other colours, .a‘oniel:imcn_two OF s
sometimes three, play their minor role. .
His colours are never loud even when
they clash an contrast, but .modulated
and worked into the matter with skill and
poetical. feeling. The colours are strict-
ly bound in linear movements and what
is left outside the linear area is inte-
grated. The whole canvas has the
charm and majesty of a raga. %
In  ‘Tyranny' we see a
horseback, very primitive and savage,
trampling everything. The compesition
is tightly knitted and nicely balanced.
There are patches of blue, Indian red
harmonised with white. In ‘Feast' there
is a hapless man being devoured by
]udges and lawyers stylised as wvull e
wearing wigs. Red and gold are used~ <
with restraint and the b]-_ack binding
lines accentuate the crime, The whole
super-structure 1s shaky and in 'Fall’ men
are seen falling down headlong and
books titied puranas, aesthetics and meta-
physics come tumbling after. There-are

I.I.'I,Eﬂ on

the technique of wall poStering and gol
away with it. In "Sucker’ a ]otcdar and *
moneylender have inserted pipes into the
body of a peasant and are sucking him
dry. In ‘Analogy’ a milkman is sur
rounded with cows thay he milks.
There are three other camvases
in a lighter mood. In 'Parliament® Yo
see a bunch of cackling crows around
a severe looking owl. In ‘Toy Shop’
you see a monkey selling firearms, guns,
ships and airplanes and the analogy is -
quite clear. In ‘Quixotic’ Don Quixote
is the artist himself who rides a donkey '
with a symbolic rifle in his hand and =
brushes sticking out of the case on his =
back instead of arrows, while Bancho i,
Panza follows on another donkey with®
one eye closed and another eye on the
view-finder of a movie camera—a dig
at the movie-makers. In ‘Merry-go-
round’ a figure stends on a ir
front of a booth in a fair with a rifle
on his back and a violin which he plays
with a flourish. At the back there are #
shadowy figures running helter-skelter >
tilting and off balance. The construction
is well balanced and the! dominant
colour is Indian red. ‘Limelight’ is more _
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ﬁbﬁiﬂm and power\;u] Tlure are t-hral

* panels on a single large canvas which
are constructed into a whole. Just in
~~the middle, there is a point with a wheel
~dane in gold, yellow ‘and violet—is it
the wheel of karma or the cycle of life?
One wonders! At the top of the central
panel there is a convocation where men
wearing masks of the donkey receive
degrees. On the left panel top corner
a man is shouting, below him there is
= a sitarist and a sarodist. On the right
hand side there is a woman in pain, a
hindsidé of another woman, a film dir-
ector and at the bottom painters and
sculptors come out in the open in a
procession. The comiposition is a well-
knit unit and the stylisation exploits the
cartoonist’s art with power and the
cultural scene is condensed,
_ Colours are subdued and yet the stylisa-
~ tion gives it a poignancy.

In ‘Boitorini’ the whole theme is deep-
ening into mythical terms. Boitorini is
the river one crosses to the valley of
death, and at the other end there is
heaven. The main colour is blue with
black binding lines, which quiver and

_curve while figures décline, coil, fall
-~ and try to stay erect. Small flames of
Indian red here and there indicate vio-
lence and excess, yet everything i syn-
chronised very imaginatively.

Nirode Mazumdar is  sombre, sad,
fiery, ready to denounce all that is bad

:a”ewl uphold all that is good, ready

to prophesy doom and destruction if
the house is not put in order. He iden-
" tifies with the lot of the common man.
He laughs at human folly, satirises and
even weeps with fire in his eyes. The
~ Boitorini the flavour of

*_ Balzac,

series  has

For Frontier contact
BANI PRAKASH,
.Panhazar,

" Gauhati1,
Assam.
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Leiters

Patna November 4

1 do not agree with JP's asinine poli-
tical theory and his confused and
sterile strategy of change, but the ques-
tion is: Why is he succeeding in his
“designs”? The answer evidently lies
in the totality of objective material con-
ditions of existence as they have deve-
lcped !inr.e indepe‘.l:ldence RHC[ prevail
today—the deepening poverty of the broad
mass of our people, the rising cost of
living, the widening gap between the
rich and the poor, mounting unemploy-
ment, shocking corruption in high places,
palpable hollowness of the ruling elites
democratic  professions, the slow but
sure choking of peaceful channels of
popular protest by the increasingly re-
State

pressive  feudal-bourgeois po-
wer and  the growing  sgnse
of a general crisis. So only a

fool or a flunkey will believe the Bihar
Covernments’ assessmeny of JP’s Novem-
ber 4 mass demonstration in Patna. The
Government sealed off Patna, barricaded
the city streets and roads, impounded
some private buses, taxis and cars,
searched and arrested a number of peo-
ple on their way to Patna (even a dead
body being carried for cremation was
searched by a magistrate—this, to save
our ‘democracy’ even from the dead).
mobilised countless police and para-
military forces and alerted the army, can-
celled a number of trains, clamped Sec.
144, externed some prominent opposi-
tion leaders from the state and arrested
some others under the DIR and MISA,
and, to top it all, undertook an air sur-
veillance of Patna city and lathi-charged
and tear-gassed the demonstrators (that
JP was also hit is a minor point for
me. ) And at the day's end the Govern-
ment proudly declared that JP’s demons-
tration call was a “flop’’! The Govern-
ment took these wartime defence mea-
sures just to meef an unarmed.civilian
protest demonstration which they knew
was going to “flop” anyway on account
of the lack of popular support to JP's
calll Interesting, isn't it?

More. Accepting that the demonstra-
tion was by and large peaceful, the Patna

D.M. and Commissioner mgmﬁcanthr [

served that whether the demon
indulged in violence or not, the G
ment had to use force to disperse
for the violation of Sec. 144 and
DIR. Thus, the Government rule of
game is: first impose Sec. 144 and E&
to prevent the people from colle
to ventilate their grievances and th
beat them and arrest them for violati
the prohibitory orders, if no other
cuse is available!
Two last points. First, JP must

accuse Prime Minister Indira G
of taking the country towards commu-
nism, for the accusation is not Imly 1
tently false but amounts (o giving her
radical image which ill suits her, S
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's call
defend “democracy" 15 quite valid and
necessary. But what if her G
ernment itself turns out to be
biggest danger to democracy (as I
derstand it) on deeper analysis? For
Government may smile and smile an
yet be a villain—and Mrs Gandhi's Gov
ernment is not even smiling now: it is
snarling.

Suresh Va:rmn :

Planners

In "Two Very Important Personages’,
(October 19), Mr Arun Majumdar states
—'The Bombay plan of 1944 contai
the views of P. Thakurdas, Tata, B
Shri Ram etc. could utter not a sin
word against feudalism while it advo
cated *full freedom in economic matters™
from foreign rule.” Commenting on °
Bombay Plan' on the other hand; Neh
once observed that thoough the plan ‘is
still not complete and there are ma
lacunae in it', coming from the big ir
dustrialists, the plan was ‘welcome’,
‘Revolutionary changes are inherent

the plan’. He agrced with the planners,

that, *Also, agrarian reform is a funda-

mental prerequisite.”  (Discovery of

India).
The plan did

‘against feudalism' actually.

sphere of agriculture, while it mainly -re-f Z
lied on technological improvements for




: co-ope-
3 Ft‘mung The ﬁrxt paﬂl was
nological improvement’—which can
tified with what Lenin called the
an Path’, whereas the second
could be termed ‘institutional re-
which had been characterised by
. as the ‘Prussian  Path’ (Junker
d farming). Doubtless. both
g&tﬁ: advocated by the Bom-
Plan", were ‘capitalist’ paths indeed.
‘paper the ‘Bombay Planners’ were
‘in favour of co-operative farm-
(another sure sign of the ‘capitalist’
» that they had suggested the fol-
course:—
in order thay co-operative farm-
hould come into vogue as early as
ole, some measure of compulsion
desirable’. (A Brief Memoran-
Part I, p. 30). (Emphasis

Perhaps, Mr Majumdar is not con-
with the famous dictum of Mao
mvestigation. No right to speak’!
Sankar Deb

Calcutta

Tragsdy & Farce
Ma;umdar has informed us that

umnent Indian economist’ believes
‘all facts and personages of great
ce in history’ may occur more
than twice and also that they
*Firsy as farce, then as a tragedy'.
connection, Mr Majumdar has
nted in jesi that such a believer
ore Hegelian than Hegel himself'.
s it follows that according to Mr
mdar, the remark  (‘First as.

.") was also made by no other
n Hzge[ himself. However, in Marx's
Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bona-
we find—'"Hegel remarks some-
that all the facts and personages
‘great importance in world history
r, as it were twice. He forgot to
: the firs; time as tragedy, the second
farce.” (Emphasis mine). It is clear
t the remark was made by Maix
not by Hegel

i

Tarun Sengupta
Calcut.a

The writer of ‘China And tie CPM'
(August 3) has tried to prove that the
socialist economy of the Soviet Union
has degenerated into capitalism. The
writer does not produce any evidence.
Of course, he says: “The Soviet bour-
geoisie does exploit the peasants and
workers at home. The high standard of
living of the elite was made possible by
the low standard of the masses, as un-
der capitalism. . . .Material incentives and
competition disguised as economic ‘re-
forms lead enterprises to compete with
each other and workérs are alienated
from each other.,” But dear Mr Editor,
are not these arguments superficial in
character> Will you please supply me
with brief particulars abouy at least five
monopoly houses in the Soviet Union?
Animesh Roy

Calcutta

. Decline

Arjun Bandyopadhyay (October 12,
1974) in spite of being a regular reader,
an admirer of Now and Frontier, has
failed to realise the significant contribu-
tions the latter continues to make to-
wards an understanding of revolutionary
politics. In the turbid atmosphers of
the Indian press Frontier is still a beacon
of lighy and hope.

By praising Padatik (which is no doubt
one of the best political films made in
India) and by publishing CPI(ML) do-
cuments, Frontier, fzr from degenerating
has given rise to healthy debate. For
most of the peopole who are interested
in the goings on within the various
CPI(ML) groups, Frontier is the only
available journal providing infomation
and insight, Bandvopadhyay's letter shows
not only his middle-class mentality which
he is honest enough to admit, but also
his incapacity to encounter and overcome
it. Many people belonging to the mid-
dle class, including this writer, have not
only fought with their selves but have
succeeded to a great exten; in shedding
their rusted mentality and replacing it by
a progressive scientific world outlook. The
eredit for this transformation is also shar-
ed by Frontier For a lot of us here it

. “!W‘
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| . PFLP Decision

The Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine declares the decision to sus-
pend its membership of the Executive -
Committee of the Palestine [&erauoh ;
Organisation,

We do so as not to shoulder respon-
sibility for the historical deviation fol-
lowed by the leadership of the PLO.

We have a deep and strong conviction
that the settlement being prepared now
cannot be but a liquidationist imperiali

one that will lead to the expansion of _
US. influence in the area and concede

the existence of “lsrael” ‘with future
guarantees of its security and stability.

We are convinced also, that for some
time now, there have been serious efforts

to drag the PLO to become a part of this™
liquidationisg pemllsi setilement.
This also aims to give @ cover to the
capitulationist stands of some of the -
Arab regimes. It is apparent for wus
that the PLO leadership agrees to be
part of this seﬂlement. and even strug-
gles so as not to miss on such a role

The PFLP has no choice but to
face these deviations so that our m
and the revolutionary forees will be
able to expose all these deceptions
in order that a historical force will emerge
from our masses. This will guarantee =
the continuation of the revolution mlﬁ'!
the liberation of Haifa, Jeruszlem,
Nazareth, Safad, Gaza, Nablus and
every inch of our Palestinian land. .
until the racist zionist, fascist enmy is
destroyed, .—and until the revolutionary =
regimes tied with imperizlism, such as
Jordan and others, are alsa destroyed,
and until the Arab land is liberated from
ail imperialist influence and e.lplmwﬂh,
even if this requires that our nation
has to struggle for tens of years .and
sacrifice for it millions of martyrs. .

The Popular Front for th_e;
Liberation of Palestine

ol ;







The Legal Aid Committee has been
functioning since August 1972 to help
thousands of political prisoners living
in sub-human conditions in different jails
in India. Most of them being poor peo-
ple and peasants are not able to de-
fend themselves against the large number _
of charges {sometrmea as high as 60)
framed against them, If any one was
granted bail or acquitted, he or she would
be tagged onto other cases and rearrested.

The Legal Aid Committee tried to
stand by the side of the victims irres-,
pective of their ideology.

The task was not easy.  Getting in-.
formation and instructions from the
prisoners, organising legal defence in
various coutts, acute financial and
numerous other problems, specially in
a regime of police terror, stood in our
way. But a large number of friends,
sympathisers, and democratic-minded
‘peopler and organisations cooperated
with us to tackle the problems.

Up to June 1974 nearly 2,000 politi-
cal prisoners from different jails sought
legal help from the committee.

One hundred and forty bail and ha-
beas corpus petitions were moved
for detenus and bail was granted in 56.
cases. Twenty-one were released. The
rest are pending hearing.

One hundred and forty bail petitions
were moved for undertrial prisoners; bail
was granted in 20 cases.

Sixty-six Sessions cases were attend-
ed; 46 were acquitted. Eleven are pen-
ding trial. The rest were convicted.

Twenty-eight appeal cases were filed

before the High Court in connection with

death sentence and life imprisonment;
two appeals were filed before the Supre-

Defend Prisoners

me Court. Sixty miscellaneous appeals
were filed before various courts.

During the past two years the com-
mittee has participated in various demo-
cratic movements to demand the release
of a]] political prisoners and protect the
civic and democratic rights of the people
at large.

The committee knows that very little.
could be done so far and that our efforts
barely touch the fringe of the vast prob-
lem. The committee appeals to progres-
sive and democratic people and organi-
sations to set up support groups in their
respective neighbourhoods in order [to

provide continuous help to the committee.

It invites crticism of its work
and suggestions. It appeals to all con-
cerned to come forward and help it fin-
ancially, organisationally and by com-
municating information about those
still languishing in jail.

' Cheques drawn in favour of Bina
Banerjee may be sent to either of the
addresses given below Money orders,
cash and communications to the office
(2)i—

1. Bina Banerjee,
Account No, 10816 -
United Bank of India, Sealdah.

Branch, 28, Acharya Prafulla Chan-

dra Roy Road, Calcutta-9.

2. Jayasree Rana, Secretary, |Legal
Aid Committee, 9, Old Post Office
Street, (First Floor), Calcutta-1.
Office hours: 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Monday to Friday
Sd/ Amar Prasad Chakravarty
President, Legal Aid Committee
Sd/- Jayasree Rana, Secretary,
Legal Aid Committee.




