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7 - On Other Pages WAR ON RAILMEN

EMMENT 2 HOSE who may be shocked at the perfidioug arrest of over 3,000
railway workers and their leaders, including Mr George Fernandes,
Bthar - »+ ~ convener of the National Coordination Committee [for Ralwaymen’s
FEAR, FLUTTER, CONFU- Strugele by May 4, will give Mrs Gandhi and her colleagues undeserved
SION AND HOPE credit for originality of thinking and action. The daughter is merely
- FROM_ A CORRESPONDENT .. § emulating the example get by her father in July 1960 when railwaymen
’ , last went on strike. The Gentle Colossus had an ordinance promul-
. GF‘RM‘}NY IS NO EX- gated to declare the strike illegal ; more than 16,000 people were
CEPTIO N_ arrested, 10,000 were suspended and served with dismissal notices, and
(eaEERT Rexsnocr e 400 were dismissed. When the strike wa unconditiovally withdrawn on
_ ; as y withdrawn o
HOW HAS CHINA DONE IT? the sixth day, Nehru boasted in Parliament thay the strike-leaders were
~5 i MAUDE PIcKETT SMiTH .. 8 trying to ride a tiger when they could not ride a donkey. He soughit
ol to justify the massive repression on the ground that a general strike
5 US MARINES FOR CAM. by its very nature could not be anything other than a political strike
%Y. BODIA e =Y and if the sirike had gone on, it was doubtful if Government or
S institutions like Parliament would have survived, “If; actiong ‘towards l
f’ § The Press war are taken then war will follow”. He was ably assisted by Home
""-L* SHADOWS OF 1984 Minister Pant, who was all sympathy for the striking workers but was |
S PATRAKAR e 1 ‘nhibited by the egalitarian realisation that it was not righy to “take

away from Peter even his loin cloth so that Paul may have a tie”.
The present Governmeny has merely clothed the old policy and argu-

SOCIETY OF CONTEMPO- !
ments jn the language of 1974; the contents are utichanged. l
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‘?&?4 SANDEF | SaREAR Tk The rail strike of 1960 was part of a couvtrywide strike by Central
4 = - : Government employees ; th's time railwaymen have decidied to strike
i:' A MI;\ ES_;F I;OEI“E(I;I(,‘,ITA] kD 13 on their own, thlough on the third day of the strike it may acquire an
%‘ e Sl Chs e additional dimension as class TIT and class TV staff of the Cenitral
2 =S, T > ] “Government launch a strike of their own to realise their demands.
£ LLT”’R% o Over the latter not much concern is being expressed for if the Govern.
5"; 250 7 ment succeeds in smashirg the rail strike, it will have dealt a_body
F‘: : ~_Editer : Samar Sen blow to the working class ag a whole. The railway authorities are
i;— " PRINTED AT MODERN INDIA PrEss, ° rqported to be of the view that if they can break the rail strike, !the
2 7, Raja SusonH MULLICK SQUARE, railways will have “industrial peace” at least 'for a decade. Thay is |
| % g }%&Lglﬁf}:;éiﬁg&f{éﬁi??(gmf * why the Governmen¢ has thrown :n all its wiles and devices. The so- |
\&\k BY SAMAR Sngzc;n:Aé_lg.Mpu Lane, called negotiationg were a feint, a move in ove direction while action j
A - iy s LS 3 was being planted in the opposite. That the left parties were [prepared i
s,




~+ duped by Yk

0
for a negotiated settlement, is evident
from all their statements—from the
joink declaration of eight left par-
ties last month to Mr Fernandes’s
letter from jail to the Prime Minis-
_ter. In simulating to respovd o
this approach the Government has
played a confidence-trick. It first
said that to talk about averting a
strike when no  strike-notice  had
been given would be unreal; and
when the strike-notice was served it
imputed political motive to the
leaders of railwaymen and laid down
that the notice must be withdrawn

before negotiations can  resume.
What importance the Government
attaches to negotiations should be

evident ‘from ithe fact ithat {though
the Government wag predicting
chaos inl ithe event of an allndia
rail strike, i¢ though¢ the Railway
Board was competent enough to ne-
gotiate on its behalf. (Later, nego-
- tiations remaived suspended for seve-
ral days owing to the Deputy Rail

- Minister’s = bereavement, as fif vhe
~ dssue was too inconsequential to be
handled by the redoubtable full
Minister.
The megotiations were a farce,
~and it is amazing thay the left
parties allowed ‘themselves to = be

Ggvernment’s de-
ceitful gesture. Having succeeded
- in humbling the employees of in-
- dian; AirFnes and = Life Insurance
Corporation, the Government is
‘now determined to break the back
~of the railmen’s movement. Reports
- have appeared tha¢ the next target
Is bankmen. The Governmeng has
lautiched a war on the working class
“which will be half-won if the agita-
tion of two million railmen based
on legitimate demands canm be sup-
‘pressed. Repression is one prong
~of the Governmeni’s attack; the
cother is. to sow disunity . the
leadership and = drive a wedge he
~tween the strikers and the public.
The cavcellation of some 200 trains
even when negotiations were on was
designed (o bring home to the peo-
ple the kind of hardship that rail-
men were about to inflict on them ;

the cancellation. was meang to pre-
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pare the background for | indiscr
winate arrest and deterition of railmen
men’s lcaders. The device seems to
have succeeded (0 an exten; for 1o
questions have been asked about
the circumstances in which My Malgi,
general secretary of the National Rail-
way Mazdoor Union, died in police
custody. - The INTUCqontrolled
federation hag Iined up with  the
Goverriment, though its leadership
has been forced by the members to

A Cruel Month

Last month the police opened fire
on food demonstrators ag as many as
30 places in Maharashtra alove, the
latest being in the Marathwada re-
gion. Six people—all poor peasants
—mwere Ikilled and over 5,000 were
arrested. The Marathwada rally was
organised by students and unem-
ployed youths against intolerable
poverty, uliemployment, . backward-
less, administrative corruption and
high prices. Bome meagrie conces-
siots to students and a plethora of
hollow promises by the State Gov-
ernment failed to satisfy the people
of that region, A coordination com-
mittee of all students’- aktion: com-
mittees was formed to (press the de-
mands. The agitation reached such
a stage that 23 Jegislators cooled
their heels in Bombay, terrified to
return to their constitueviies in the
Marathwada region for fear of be-
ing “killed”. 'Those who fail to see
the writing on the wall and instead
imagine CIA agents or para-military
organisations  behind every slogan
and demand of the students are
ignoring the facy that the party in
power is thoroughly fncapable of
providing the . minimum |require-
ment of food to the subdued, hun-
gry /people, getting  desperate be-
cause of starvation.

Marathwada is spread over . five
of the 26 districts of Maharashtra

~and is one of the poorest and most -

backward areas of the State. Dur-
ing monsoon, some  district or the
other of the region suffers from

suppor¢ the demand for  minimum
bonus. The Government has bieen.
banking on the CP1 also, but the
stage seems to be past when "0
party could oblige. The Goverh
ment’s main weapon is, * however,
repression and terrdrisation of which
railmen have been given 3 fore-
taste. It s now possible for even the
gullible to fathom why the Emer- |
gercy and the Defence of.India Act™
and Rules have beenkept in ferce. .
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severe droughy once in three _years.”
Almost the entire area weit through
a cruel famine from 1970 to 1973.
This recurring calamity could have
been averted, even [partially, if the
State Governmeni had implemented
the various irrigation projects plan-
ned years ago (o provide perennial- .
water for at leasy 20 -per ‘cenit of thg, .
land in the region; not even  six
per ceng of the agricultural lavd is
irrigated, 45
The simmering  iscontent ex- ~
Ploded first in the small town of
Vasumut when over 2000 educated
young men were seng by the emplay;
ment exchangts for recruitment” o
130 posts of traitees in the Irriga-_
tion Department. Iy was later diz
covered that the appointments had
alfieady (been made bn the recom: -
mendations wf influential men - of} ¢
the ruling party. When the crowd,
of 2000 job-seekers came to knou?

after waiting for hours in the sun
ard no drinking water, {that ‘there
was to be no ‘nterview, they got |
furious and began hurling stones.
The Chief Minister of Maharashtra
and his CHblibet lolleagues found
the hand of the CIA behipA, this
“act of violence” ard termed who
ever cam\e\.in support of this action

as a reactionary. Bug the people of
this couiitry are gradually realisingT
that movements of thig type are the

enly answer to the (policies of.

corrupt ruling party. .:
The initiative taken by the stir-?

dents roused peasavits in Maratha -

the 1




da who ate now determined to
=t their share of what they have
’ Hundreds of quintals of

FaUCH

f..jawar, bdjra have been re-
onered from secret godowrs.  Cor-
Congressmen and officials  are

Beinz forced (o leave the region and
socks of focd hroughy urider preo-
pi='s possession. -The Maharashtra
Covernment, 'howeven, has woken

k. India has again opered its womb.
88 1 quote’ a famoug expression used
i Bs a former Planning Miréster who,
A" o his lasting credit, has been large-
5 Iy xesponsible for puttivg  Indian
' planning off the rails. Mr Asoka
i Mchia, frue to ‘the style off India’s
“imtellectual”  politicianes, is " now

~ safcly ensconged in decadent ‘polit
|t but the economy he lefe behivd
s in a shambles. The oil crisis has
“comé handy as an explanation, but

L~ &ven without it, the economy would
! mot have been in a much improved
_pesition. A substantial  resources
~zap would have appeared even
~ otherwise ; costlier crude oil imports
“have o'y widened §it. The proq
A jecred foreign (figure of Rs. 2,431
£ coges would have been just grossly
. inadequate to meet the require-
1" = ments, for the rate of inflation anrd
{o# 2 rise in consumption expenditure
L would have turned the savingg esti-
ff  mate all wrong. Anyway, the oil
'\ " crisis- has now pushed these issues
'L o the background, as it hag fortui-
R tously provided the / Government
~ with Iisence to seek foreign aid with
. gusto and without scruples. Who-
. ever else migh; be afraid of foreign

{
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up to the “seriousness” of the situa-
tion. Omnie will soon see the ugliest

form of police rampage in the
whole of the region in the name of
restoring law ad order for which
the Naik Government is now  pre-
paring. This is the method by which
the ruling party is trying to establish
“democratic social’sm” in India.

Who Is Afraid Of Aid ?

aid, India certainly ig not. After a
‘brief ircerregnum during and after
the Bangladesh war when New Delhi
made a lot of noise of going with-
out aid, of spurning ard with strings,
and even of autarky, the same fami-
liar scene of begging for help hag re-
appeared.

The policy suits both the leaders
ard interested Toreign parties who
in their heart of hearts could not
possibly be unhappy at India’s pre-

dicament. Since aid without poli-
tical leverage is a myth that has
seldom worked, ‘the Government

of India can hardly expert to
convince anybody that the aid 1t is
going to accapt will be strictly en
its own terms. The country will
have fo pay a heavy political price
one way or the other. Buy the
worst part is the economic¢ implica-
tion. Already three-fourthy of the
gross aid disbursements 1s eaten up
by repayment dues, and with the
latest aid-taking spree, the amount
will go up further. And this is a
wonderful legacy to leave for the fu-
ture generation, But could not some-
thing else be done? Could no¢ the
Government for ovice make bold to
soak the rich who are piling up
vast foreign exchange accumulations
overseas? '‘Could mot the Governd
ment dig some of the vast cache of
unaccounted gold that is there in
the hands of the rich and foot with
it its burgeoning import bill? Pre-

sumably this is asking one to go again-

st onie’s own na-ure. So, take as much
aid as you-can now, and think about
its consequenceg later,

Bihar .

Fear, Flutter, Con fusion 3

And Hope

From A Correspondent

TWO vears ago, the Bihar Govern-
me:

nt lauvched an action to re-
form ‘the

‘nationalized’.

universities.
The old

They were

pectively were
place.

appointed ini

At that time, a commentatorr had
suggested (Frontier,

pointed principals and constables

should be made teachers in the col-
leges of which they were the princi-
pal occupants for thie greater pamt
of the year in any case. The Gov-'
the 54

ernment seems to have taken o
suggestion  seriously, + though ‘the
typically bureaucra‘ic

tion: is two years ‘too late.

Today, all colleges in Bihar are
closed. The CRP stands guard at

the gateg of the institutions of learn-

ing. And, anyone who wishes to be
educated may approach them—only
at the risk of having <ome learning

bayonetted into himself.

Life in Bihar enacts cliches. The

semi-feudal politico-economic set-upl
allows for no unpredictables. What
started with a bang—from the rifles

of policemen: guarding Ithe seat T
Vidhan Sabha, on
the 18th of March—is ending with

democraicy, the

a whimper of Sarvodayaites, stu-
dentg and sucklings.

Yes, sucklings. For today,
brutal police ‘killings in

after
various

towns, ‘n which, according to The

Sen”chlight, some fifty people were
shot' or bayonetted to death in Gava
alone, the brunt of the agitation

seems to be borne by children whose

age composition ‘seems to be get-

3

T, S g [
i il SR

s B3

Ttk o Ll

ol
r
i

3 June 1972) :
that in order to complete theé drama,
police sub-inspectors should be ap-

implementa-

f=ni

vice-chan- -
cellors and regis'rars were dispevk-
ed with, and TAS officers of the rank
of Commissioner avd Collector ves-
their
The make-believe of univer-
sity aufonomy was totally shattered. |
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- in Bihar,

i e B i o
i i x.

- their normal one step

. sectiork

~ He is

g

ting lower avd lower. Tt is remark-
‘able avhat brutality xan do, © The
_various  youth orgamizations, the
numerous political panies, the va-
liant  Sarvodayaites who | screamed
when a few landlords were allegedly
killed “n Musahari by - ‘Naxalites’
and who tied saffron badges on their
lm‘ouths’ and took oug a sileny pro-
cession when scores of studenits were
~sho; to death by the police, the op-
position 1legislators who have safely
deposited their resignation letters
nog with the Speaker but with the
leaders of their parties, have all been
driven by the fear of bullets to hid-
ing behind saris. Yes, saris. For
today, it is housewives who are lead-
- ing demonsitrations.
-The middle clasy is an  arrogant
class. Tts small income does not

prevent it from living on big ‘ideals’.

It weaves about its miserable exis-

- ltence delusions of jgreatniess, make-

believe of glory,
power.

pipe-dreams of
It pretends it can, on its

- own steam, wreck governments, des.

troy corruplion, jand misery. This
is. especially true in a situation as
where the mass of the
_population, somnambulates in rural
idiocy. Where life is one long semi-
feudal nightmare, where neither an
enferprising bourgeoisie ror a mili-
tant  proletariat exists significantly:
In such a sitwatio™, ‘the studenis_

~ scions of the rich peasantry and of

the owner-cultivator-consumer mid-
dle peasa"try—become particularly
vocal. Their rural nexus prevents
them from sceing the brutal reality

- of the State: their urban existence

‘makes them restless.  The zesult 1s
chaos, Ag long as thirgs-go on at
forward-one
step back pace, they dote on Shatru-

- ghna. Sinha; ‘when prices, unem-

ployment, cesruption really go be-
yond contzol, they run amok. Other
of the petty-bourgeoisie join

‘them | clerks, teachers, housewives,

- A ready-made Messiah, Jaya Prakash

Narayan, hero of the ~ mnti-British
campaign of 42 and the anti-Naxa-
lite- campaign of '70, stavids waliting. .
picked up. The Socialists.
Jana Sangh, Anand Marg, CPM, dis-

4

sident Covgressmen, all come along
for their shares. The coolie prole-
tariat, rickshaw-pullers, porters, tea.
stall waiters—the only proletagiat
in most of the towns—is persuaded,
cajoled. woerced ‘inta joining. The
mdustrial  proletariat  in Ranch:,
Jamshedpur, Dhanbad, ard the
railway workers are ignored. The
CPD dithers : the Bihar unit makes
sympathetic noises, Comrade Brezh-
nev catches a cold at the Chile-feel-
ing that Comrade Irdira Gandhi is
getting, Comrade Rajeshwar Rao
sneezes in disapproval and the Bihar
CPT  discovers a sinister plot
agairst, of all things, the Constitu-
ton in the agitation of housewives
and school children, The country-
side generally slumbers through.

The Government, rotten 1o
core, trembles at the slighe gust.
Announcemenits  follow announce-
ments.  The Minisiry  will resign.
No, it will be recovitifuted. The
corrupg minigters will be dropped
and  drafted for party work. No,
only ithe honest will be dropiped.
The new Ministry will have 36 mem:
bers. No. 25, Perhaps 13> Betrer
make it 318! :

Thus the drama uvfolds. Some-
times it = rises to the sublime—no
daste or commural differentiation

the

among those who were shog by the

police. Sometimes it reaches the
ridiculous—the frustrated ambitions
of would-be a™d ‘would-have_-been
deputy collectors show itself in the
declaration’ of ‘Janty Curfews, com-
plete with road-blocks, whistles, and
even Yails’, hhere errant nickshaw-
pullers, who in their necessity to
earn the rent  which they have to
pay to the maliks every evening,
break the ‘curfew’, are imprisoned.
Sometimes it goes beyond 'the nidi-
culous ard an element of pathos
enders : the agitaiors ‘declare ‘that
they will show their anger by donat-
ing blood (0 ihe Medical College
Blood Bank. '

Blood, Rlood L i T
Only ore . theme -is - constant—

tha; of ‘blood. Tke agitators may

no¢ know what they are agrtaing

_gical treatment,

about. They may no¢ have an$
specific demands. The conflict t-
selt might have several layers: be-
tween ‘the haves, hetween the . haves~
and havenots, between the interdl:
diate (avd lumpen) segments, Bub
one thing s known today in Bihar :
blood has been spilled—blood of
the goverred has been spilled by
the Government. People have been
killed because they dared to proiest,
albeit in a disorganised, haphazard
manrer. The colour of the blood
Is still pink, sometimes even saffron,
But blood has been spilled not only
of ‘the Sociakists and Sarvodayaites, .
but also of the militant students,
Blood has been spilled not only in
Patna near the Secretariadt and the
University, but also in the mofussil

hamlets—rear the toiling peasantry -
—and blood has been spilled in
Rahchi—near the industrijal prole)
tariat. Perhaps the studetts are
learning. The huddled conversar
tions, the approach to the other

sections of society, the expectancy
about the railwayments srtke, the
about the railwaymen’s sirike, the
mands going beyond a mere change .

in the Ministry or im the Vidhan - |
Sabha, are probably indications of
this. i

In the meanwhile, busiress is as
usual—for agitation is now part \of
the usual business of life.

The Messiah has departed for sur-
leaving behind a-
string of apostles, very much like the
Congress system in '42 against which ; %
he had himself rebelled. History is °
beirg remembered. The Ministry is
crumbling, the administration s
tottering, the working class, the mid-
dle class and ‘the peasanwy are get-
ting tense. Everyone is waiting for X
the railwaymen’s strike. Perhaps the |
railwaymen will nos have ¥orgotten
that it was J.P. who subverted gheir
movement ‘immediately affer ‘inte-
pendence ¢

It is becoming increasingly dlear
that the movement today "is af four -
levels : the loyalist CPI movement =7
to “Protect the Constitutiod”, the
over-publicised rightist JP movement
which has the limited objective of
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g the growth of the Russian
=nce ‘n the governmen; and the
9 ;1:’. wion of the Assembly, and the
sgiually growing movement of mi-

¢ leftist " students and a lately
wzed militant morcha of non-
[Pl Marxist, groups which want
Bring abou; basic changes in so-
I« is not very well known
when a convention of all the
=nt wings of Bihar was held m
las; week of February, the three
) g students organisations, AlSF,
581 and BSA (the Marxist-Leninist
-nt wing) walked out of if as
did’ not agree with the nature
% the demanrds made by others.
_ Thereafter, two Action Commi'tees
. we2e formed to organise the struggle.
* The lef; wing constituted the Chhatra
Waujawan Sangharsha Morcha with

2 long-term programme for struggle

[ garting from 16th March 1974. The
| siers formed a Chhatra Sangharsha
‘ ‘Samiti which started agitating from
 18% March, ‘and {whose leadership
"L was subsequently taken by the 73

4[ arold student leader, Jaya Prakash
{ zzyan. On the 16th itself; there

~ meas agitation in various parts of the
~ Se=fe and several 'people were shot
" dosrn by the (police in Bettiah. Other-
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wise the iday passed off peacefully.
The Government and the press
largely hushed it up. On the 18th
the Samiti took outl another demoms-
tration in Patna. In 'face of this
gathering, the entire law and order
machinery—the army standing by
included—collapsed. ~ The _ entire
force of the Government was cO™
centrated to protect the Assembly,
the Secretariat "and Raj Bhavan. In
ithe meanwhile, Patva witnessed
large-scale looting and arson. The
various levels of ‘the struggle got
united by the police attitude towards
the masses. ‘
Today the struggld, having con-
tinued for more than a month and a
half, is again acquiring its various co-
lours. The CPI has come out as the
strongest defender of the Establish-
men¢ and of the Constitution. The
Samifi, under the leadership. of J.P.
and his lieutenants, is prevaricating
and setting limits on the struggle. The
leftist students are getting more and
more militan¢ and the police . are
coming down brutally on them and
on the masses. The State is despe-
rately trying to suppress both the
militan¢ studenits and ‘the non-CPI,
leftist morcha, while conltinuing its
underhand = suppory to JP’s faction
and to the CPL
- In this situation of
change, forms of struggle change.
Only the struggle goes on. Even
while this ig beirg written, the
Pitna Action Committe has been de-
recogn’zed by J.P. [in Dhrbhanga,
Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur ard many
other areas the peasantry has started
deliberate attempts to get close to the
workers and the toiling peasants. In
the towns, dehoarding campaig™s are
on. Grain and vegetable fair price
shops have been set up by students,
The passive sympathy of the broad
masses is there. The question is
whether the conscious elements will

flux, tactics

itake the lead or the leading elements

will acquire a new . consciousness.
Fither of these  eventualities —will

transform Bihar. Whoever can give
a correct programme and direction
to the mass movement will succeed.

W. Germany Is N-ov 4
Exception

HERBERT RHEINDORF

HE article by Peter Nielson

. (March 19) represents lexactly
the position against which my first
article was written, This makes it
necessary not only to correct - the
wrong picture he gives. but also to
make clear the political idea behind
my first article and the role of poli-
cal positions such as P. N.s. o

First, facts: P. N. lieg more
about the economic situation of the
majority of the West German work-
ing class than even bourgeois propa-
ganda in Germany nowadays dares
to. He talks about their ever-rising
standard of living while even the
West German press has to talk of
“tightening the belt” and “voluntary ¥
decrease in mass consumption”. %
Since about the mid-sixties the real
wages of the majority of the workers
have decreased in general. Besides,

et
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parg of the wage increase is takem
away by rising taxes. In- 1969 49% of

all working class families could afford
a car, but the number of cars dif- °©
fers very much 'according fto whe-

ther the family has a higher or Jow-
er income, a certain number . of
children and whether both- parents
work, etc. A great number of these
carg are not paid in cash and there-
fore are a source of growing indebted-
ness. . Those who don’y have a car
or the family members who-cannot
use it have to rely on a miserable ¥
and expensive system of ‘public
transport. : S
The jproblem of average data can
also be seen when P. N..says that
only 65% of the workers’ income is
spent for some basic needs. ‘But he
does mnot¢ give the data for all the ‘
basic needs, nor does- he write any- [
thing about the facy - that only im
the past few years the average sav-
fings frate of the workers hag - ap-~
proached 109, nor does he- say .that
the differences between various. levels
within the working class are great.
F "( P
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In practice if you talk to a West
German worker you will see that
nothing is left @ the end of the
month; even bourgeois economists
admit that the mass of the people
in an imperialisti country are not able
to accumulate any relevant wealth,
The same about the health care
facilities. There i hardly any ins-
titution in  West Germany where
you can see the sodial polarisation
50 clearly as in the health adminis-
tration, hospitals etc, There are
research results that show that the
majority of the German people are
ill and do ot have the necessary
medical care. This kind of medical

- care is paid by insurance compan’es

which are finarced flom  deduc
‘tion from the wages. These com-
Panies are under the control of - the
capitalists and the dodtors. Espe-
cially in times of arisis many Ger.
‘man workers hesitate to admj; their
own illness out of fear of flosing
their jobs.

- The decrease in real wages means
a tendency towards absolute fmpoy
verishment, and this hag definitely
been the cause of the great increase
in the number of strikes in  West

‘Germany since 1969. But the
struggle of the masses does not com-
Pletely depend on  absolute

impoverishment. The role of the
proletariat fis more specifically cha:
racterized by the existing relative
impoverishment, Productivity in
West German indudfrieg is high
and the share that the working class
Bets from ‘this increasing wealth is
decreasing. This means that the ex-
ploitation—in the plitico-economic
sense—is  rising. The struggle
against this exploitation is the main

- characteristic of the proletarian eco-

nomic struggle. For example i; can
be seen that the strikes of ’69 and

- 73 did not happen in |periods of

economic crisis but in phases of re-
lative boom,: the workers saw thaft
they wtre producing more and went
on strike for higher wages,

- In these strikes, which were orga-

nised without the consent of the
trade union leadership, foreign wor-
kers played an important role. They
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went ahead for their interests, but
it wag shown that their isolation from
the German workers could be {Pre-
vented or overcome in most places
where the class organisations of the
different mationalities applied = a
correct policy. Of course the bour-
geois press tried to create hatred be-
tween the different nationaliky
groups of workers, but the girikes of
1978 hve shown that the frong is not
between German and foreign work-
ers but between class struggle and
class collaboration and this front
divided each nationality group. P.N,
scorns German workers for reading
Bild, but he himself reproduces the
Bild version of the strike a¢ Ford in
Cologne : even some bourgeois news
media had to admit tha; the strike
was smashed not by “German work-
ers”, but by some social-democratic
trade-union bosses, factory police and
police in worker’s dress. The strike
could be smashed in this way because
the majority of the German workers
did not actively suppiort the strike—
which was the result of some politic
cal mistakes and the general weak-
ness of the communists in that fac-
tory.

Whether you read the Peking Re-
view with its reports on West Europe

or you read the bourgeois [press, you
see that the unrest in the world is
intensifying and that Wes; Germany
is no¢ at all excluded from thag ten-

The spontaneous struggles of dif-
ferent sections of the peaple of West
Germany are relatively weak in com-
parison to other European countries,
But nowhere arid never will they
lead automatically to a revolution-
ary movement, and they will not even
do this in an economic catastrophe,
with the prospect of “which P.N.
wants to put us off. But the spon-
taneous struggles constitute ‘the
groundwork ifor the dommuniits’
work; there they can root in the
masses, unfold their general propa-
ganda and establish themselves as
the vanguard. And these stzugoles
are especially importan; in  West
Germany, where ‘the tradition of
struggle was weakened and the revo-

lutionary tradition has been ' d
troyed. .

In these struggles it becomes o
vious that the bourgeoisie is mot
ready to fulfil the demands of *
workers ; that the Soc’al Democra
have to be very open and active in
thetr effort to sabotage the strug
gles. It is the task of the commu-
nists to show that ‘the interest; of
the masses are opposed to capitalism
and in consequence to show the ne-
cessity of the rule of the working
class. .

Communists are about to do that
in Wes¢ Germany. Of course there
could be more examples than ’the
Hoechst plant near Frankfury 4o
show that they do make mistakes
and that they have not yet accom-
plished very big results. But ‘the
tendency is towards correcting thése
mistakes.

It is a fact that the movemen; of
the students is rather strong and
that sometimes it goes in_for rather
farreaching political slogans. But
besides this we must see that the
unrest has spread to all sections of
the people. This is reflected also in
the social composition of the com-
munist  organigations, The Com-<
munis¢ League, for example, consist
of a majority of workers and
the number of workers in Germany
at all levels of leadership is grow-
ing; the readers of 'its fortolightly
paper (47,000) donsist * only of a
small minority of students, :

In my first article I tried to. show
‘the various movements in ‘which
communists unite with the masses
in the struggle. Of course the peo-
ple of West Germany is ot vet
united in struggle—and this unity
could only be a revolutionary one;
but one who does not see the pro-
gressive developments and the work
in tha¢ direction must have a Spe-
cial interest that leads one to such
a “lack of jperception”.

P.N/s article raises some questions,
such as, whether his claim that the
German proletariat has “more to
dose than its chains” is in the tradi.
tion of Bernstein, whether his hope
for an economic _ breakdown has j\ .
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AN APPEAL

In view of the acute shortage of
newsprint and the rising cost of
everything under the sun, we re-
duced the number of pages and

increased the price of ‘Frontier’.
But it is difficult to keep pace with

the run-away inflation.

We are therefore compelled to
appeal to our readers and well-
wishers for donations to ‘Frontier’.
We do so reluctantly, for we are
aware of the general hardship.
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. are exploited
- opprisged.  Knowledge of the mu-

some coinmectiony with Rosa Luxep-
burg, or whether his understanding
~of the relation of the movementg of
- the “East” and the “Wist” ig that
~of M. N. Roy,

~In West Germany itself, the ideas

proclaimed by P.N. are peddled
only by the Social Democrats, who

~ know that the struggles are fatal to

them. To say that the people in West
‘Germany s living in utter comfort

is bourgeois propaganda, sponsored for
" two reasons:  Firstly, the picture of

paradsse-like conditions in the im-
Pperialis; countries _strengthens the

ideological  positions of those who
say that capitalism will leag India
to a brigh¢ future if only the people
s ready to suffer and sacrifice now.
Secondly, the idea of the “peoples in
imperialist countrieg sucking
the blood of the peoples in the sup-
pressed countries” is an instrument
against the solidarity of the peoples
against imperialism.

Thiese lideas mus; be counterpos-
ed with correct information about
the contradiations between the peo-
ples in the imperialist dountrieg and
the ‘imperialist bourgeoisie, The
workers in ‘the imperialis¢ - countries
and the peopley are

tual conditions and the respective
struggics can be the bas’s of inter-

- national solidarity,

" But ‘there are more specific. rea-
sons why P.N.s approach mus; be
pointed out as being a dangerous,
bourgeois approach. His article is
full of contempt for the masses of
the German workers : they are brib-
ed, have a racist and anti-commu.
nist ideology, and only their final

i
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absolute ‘mpoverishment will final-

ly make them understand their situa-

tion as workers. -

This petty-bourgeois 1pasition of
contempt for the workers as the
Passive and dull objeqt of bourgeois
propaganda can only lead to either
resignation or pseudo-left  adven.
turism. Both of these are histori-

How Has China Done It 3

MAUDE PIckeTT SMITH

QUESTION India might

study, plagued as she is by
seemingly insurmountable difficulties
in every area of her national life, is
how China hag solved her problems
in the 25 years of her independence
from foreign doménation,

Attested to by countless visitors
from any number of countries, with-
out the support of a strong police
state, terrorism or massive coercion
or repression, China finds herself today
with practically no unemployment,
no papulation explosion, no strikes
or unjust labour practiceg to provoke
them, and almos; no arime, In ad-
dition - she has virtually no juvenile
delinquency, no drug traffic or ad-
diction, no prostitution or venereal
disease,

How hag she done it? To solve
cven one of those problems can be

considered a major achievement. By
-what magic has China in so short
a time solved them all? By what
methods has she won the enthus:as-
tic suppory of her wihole Ipopulace
in nation building? Such unity is
usually found only in the face of a
common enemy or external threat.
What is the enemy against which
her peoplle are united? They call
themselves soctalist ; they do mot
claim to have achieved yet their goal -
of communism. WHatever may be
the secret of ther unity, their whole-
hearted co-operation,  their happi-
ness, honesty, and almost ccplete

well worth investigating : India could do :

see the results of their labour, the -
advantages to be gained by coopera-
tion and the use of new methods,

the faith the
people—in their judgment,
coopearation
and the extent to which
day
i the hands of the dommon man.

well thought”, what he sees as the laws -

cally located
and are
nature. y

Therefore the anti-people %nd
counter-fevolutionary ideas of P.N. |
deserve not jus¢ unconcern or

close to each other
essentially of a  congmon

n-
difference on the part of our In-
dian friends and comradlgs, they

need to be forcefully rejedted.

with a bit of it.
Perhaps the most
men¢ ig that the (People feel they
have a stake ‘n the future, They
are convinced that the nation’s pro-
gress will  mean their own, will
mean a better life for themselveg and
their children, because it has al-
ready done so. From | thé begin-
ning, during the war of .liberation -
they were made to feel, not alone
by high-sounding phrases but by *
facts, that the struggle was their
struggle. The People’s Liberaltion .
Army actually freed the people from
the centuries-old oppression of tkge
landlords; the first move of the new
government as it spread adross ‘the
country was ‘to  give ithe peasants
control of the land on which they -
worked, and it bought their produce
at fair prices to sell gt just as fair
prices to the hungry urban [Popula-
tion. The common enemy has been
fgnorance, poverity, digleast, injugs
tice and corruption, and at every
step the people have been able to

importan; " efe-

M ey ER. BAELA

The second importang elemeni"is.
leaders have ‘n the
their
capadithes,
all day-to-
decisions anid development ~are

and their

The third - factor is  “Mao’s

MU PAROEN PRRAVHORA NN RN
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# L applied to an evolving so-
: Everyone 15 expected to be
wliant, to serve khe |people, to

> 4ud ¥ humble, unselfish, willing to ad-
f P.N. o« m'stakes and (o work and think
x  in- B aed fecl in new ways, to change what
fur In- . me=ds changing in the colectivity
they by force but by changing (peo-
e« attitudes (beginning with one’s
=) through education and per-
ssion, and never to let the prac-
= of socialistic ideals fall behind
profession of them. These are
» mere slogans to be mouthed,
euted, or stuck on the walls. They
sve become the guiding prindiples
Id do everyday individual and  collec-
= life and decision making. And
s efe # is because of the validity of his
they Seachings and thieiry effective alppli-
They wtion to life thay “Mao’s thought”
pro- and not just his charisma is acclaim-
will =2 ;hroughout the country as respon-
s and wihle for its success.
al- After L'beration there was a ten-
egin- dency in many quarters to distrust
ition he masses, to slide back into the old
lone ssumption that power should be in
by the hands of an elite—so much so
‘heir that in the Cultural Revolution Mao
ltion . . savited enthusiastic youth to seek
from out in every establishment, even the
thia 45 vernment and the party, all vesti-
new "#£. of anti-people sentiment and
the pactlce, of self-interesy and corrup-
nts sion. That is why, mow, represen-
hey - satives of ‘the People’s Lijberation
luce Army along with those of the Party
fair combine with workers, experts and
ila- sumdents in the management of
zen ewery faktory, ' agricultural com-
us- mune and educational institution,
ery w0 see that its work is directed to-
to wards the good of the whole, to be
he — sure thay the people’s hard-own
a- gams are not allowed to seep = away
A in a slow internal hemorrhage.
s gn what ways can India profit
he m 'Chinajs experience? Our
AT background, our (philosophy and our
s, experiende are very different ifrom
>  hers, but the problems—the enemy
e * against ! which we must fight—are
the same. Any political aspirant,
's. and political party that sets out to
5, alleviate the lot of the common

_man, would do well to study what
has happened and is happening in

U.S. Marines For
Cambodia

NAHA—Approximately 1200 U.S.
Marines boarded Seventh Fleet ships
here bound for 1Southeast Asiait
waters, with orders to stand by for
a landirg in Cambodia (in the first
week of April). Such a landing
would directly contravene the U.S.
Comngriess’ gfuldehr#es for = American
involvement in that country. The
action occurs at a major juncture inl
the Indochina war as a new coalition
government forms in Laos, and
Cambodia alone remaing outside the
structure of a megotiated settlement.

The urgency of the situation was
highlighted by a weeklong un-
announced visit to Okinawa by Lt.
Gen. Wilson, Commander of the
Fleet Marine Force, in the third
week of March. Amidst rumours
that Wilson’s visit was designed to
check emergency mobilization capa-
bility, military observers recalled the
1964 visiti of the Fleet Commander
prior to the U.S. escalation in Viet-
nam.

Plans for sending Marines to
Cambodia were firs¢ tested last sum-
mer. In a largescale alert, Marines
stationed on Okinawa assembled in
battle gear at Kadens Air Base to
await airlift to Cambodia by trans-
port planes arriving from the United
States. The alert was cancelled
just before the Mamines boarded
the ' planes. This pagt | January,
units of the 18,000 Marines statiop-
ed here were again placed on alert
for a move into Cambodia. Again
the planes arrived, and again the
abert was cancelled.

The early March de&ployment in-
dicates that the Pentagon wanthk
troops within closer range of Cam-
bodia than the long air flight from
‘Gkinawa. According ito unofficial
sources, the orders given the troops
are to land in Cambodia from their
amphibious ships in a show of force.

On March 31 another 1200 Ma--

tnes departed from White Beach,
Okinawa, ahoard ‘thrée amphibious

" ‘Battalion, 4th Regiment, plus sup-

vessels including the USS ]umu i
This group, composed Of the Ist ‘-'.!

porting units, is also o its way to
Cambodia, but it is not yet kpown
whether they will augment or relieve
the original force (2nd Battalion,

3=l e

Fourth |Reginent fand : Huppont ‘

unlits) . Eae= |

(New Asia News, Tokyo)
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The wheels are moving, say AIR
and Government spokesmen — ligrs
all.  The wheels are moving indeed
to rush more Central Reserve Police,
Border Security Force, Provincial Ar-
med Constabulary personnel and paid
Congress mastans to intimidate the
railway workers qt railway sta-
tions, in the bigger railway yards
and colonies. That the workers are
not cracking up despite this brutal
use of force is remarkable, the more
so when some of their leaders are
whining from jail for an audience with
the Empress and her mini-stars.

The strike has pushed up prices
and created uncertainties, but this is
inevitable and unavoidable. Fight the
men and the woman who are misruling
the country, not the railwaymen in
their hour of trial. Fight the people
who, in alliance with industrial-
ists and kulaks haye imposed an
intolerable burden on the masses.
They are the enemies of the people. .

( Space donated 5y
supporters of ﬁghtingrrailwgymen )
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Shadows Of 1984
Pmum

HE recert wave of AIR propa-
ganda against blackmarketegers,
sarders and ‘anti-social elements’
sghlight:ng the evils of strike,
Sandhs, violence and what you have,
sminds one of George Orwell’s
Every five minutes one is
pbarded with a scream, a death,
forecast for disaster, fear and a
dge. Vulgar, crude, systematic
2it-washing indeed.
- »Though like Eursania (Orwell’s
@reamland) we are ot under com-
sion to be under ‘the constant
zil iof TV, mnevertheless ‘the Big
‘Beothers have taken pains to irclude
Vividh Bharaki bn their [propagan-
&2 network. People, who were till
¢ able to castigate the Gover:
n: hold over the radio in their own
sophisticated way—Vividh Bharati
and Radio Ceylon are the biggest
 &raws in India—have been beaten
ith their own weapon.
. In a country with the percestage
illiteracy as high as 80 per cent
- 23d where only two per cent of the
- sopulation reads any sort of mnews-
- paper, radio and TV can be the
- most importarkt  form of ! imedia.
. The Governmert knows it, asd uti-
Beec it fully.
To be fair (o the Indias powers
at be, one should niotf have much
~ abjection to the use of AIR and TV
‘2 propaganda machinery for the
govertment—after all this ¥  just
one of 'the many ‘universal pheno-
- mepa’'—but the crude way in which
this is done here makes one sick.
Often the Governmerit sway crosses
% limits of absurdity.
~ Over the past few years there has
. Been a marked tendency to turh
. All India Radio into All Indira
- Radio. Any AIR official will vouch
Sor the mcreasmg pile of directives
‘ Ihy receive daily from the high-ups
- @ New Delhi. Written instructions
‘” ate sent to differen¢ stations to play

y K .

~ B

up or play down a certain topic,
Where no written directives are

qssued, the AIR authorities them-

selves look to”it that mnothing un-

palatable to the rTuling parky goes

on the air. Anyone with even a
slight experience of AIR mus; have
had a taste of their unofficial den-
sors and obscuratitism. Recently the
Bhopal AIR has deleted the price of
wheat from its foodgrain price bul-
letin. The reason: the wheag prices
as supplied by the Economicg and
Statistics Department far exceed
the price-line imposed by the State
Government. So AIR decided to
igtbre the bitter truth.

A senior official at the Delhi
station wag pulled up las¢ year for
inviting a well-knowr leftist com-
mentator to give a spotlight on
Chile. Ini another incident, the pro-
gramme of a reputed but outspoken
commentator was cut down abruptly.
Later they tried to make an excuse
of ‘lack of time’. These are min’-
scardals that ocour daily. In fact
choosing newspapermen for doing
‘news aralysis’ and ‘spotlight’ for
AIR has long been a racket through
which the Government hag been re-
warding hand-picked journalists.

Recently an employee of the Delhi
AIR Hindi news section, Mr Anand
Swarup Verma, was Sacked even
though he had topped the list of an
all-India competition for the post
in 1970 and his performarice report
was excellent. When there was a
stir by the trade uniovs, a top AIR
official told an employees’ delega-
tion that Mr Verma’s services were
terminated 4t the instadce of the
Home Minfstry; he iwas an jexitre-
mist.

The over-sensitivity to any sor¢ of
criticism is prevalewt on a  whder
scale in TV. '

Mr Darryl D’Monte, assistant edi-
tor, the Times of India, was ap-
proached by the Bombay TV autho-
rities to do a programme on “the
threat to open spaces’. The then
Station Director, Mr P. V. Krishna-
murthy, also expressed his keenness
on such’a programme because of the
public interest.caused at the time

by protests over the Mrharashtra
Government’§ land reclamation pq-
licy.

Mr D’Monte was eventually assight
ed and work on the half-hour pro- §
gramme started in December 1972,
and took three laborious moniths to
complete. Mr D’Monte accompani- |
ed the TV aew to sites such as
Nariman Point, Chowpatty, Nepean
Sea Road ard Bandra and pain-
stakingly recorded the views of a
cross-sect’on of citizeng on the reck-
less reclamation work 4nd the sky-
scraper racket, =

Accordirg to Mr D'Monte, whcn -
the programme was completed, “we
agreed to let the Maharashitra Ur{
ban Developmeny Minister, Dr Raﬁq
Zakaria, see ‘the film and then be
interviewed by me in the las¢ five
minutes, so he could rebug anyth ng
that had been said againg; the State
Gover?ment’s policies?.

Dr Zakaria refused to participate
in the programme and told the Bom-
bay TV officials that if they screen-
ed the programme in ‘that form it
would have serious repercussions
fo¥ everyone ‘concemmed because it
was too “‘anti-government”. ‘

The authorities went through the i?
pretence of stating that they would :
revise the programme to include
some comments of people who fa- 5
voured reclamation, However, not
a single State Mivister or govern. |
ment official was willing to pubhdy
come out in favour of it. Tt is now

a year tha; the film has been lymg,,
unused.

All this because the authomﬁes
have no answer to the criticism of ?
the real estate racket. It is no secret
thay the Maharashtra Governmeng
—with the open blessing of Mrs
Indira .Gandhi—has lbeen ‘,maluﬂk
money while selling plots of reclaim-
ed land. At Narimam Poing the
figure is said to be Rs. 1,000 :‘orr_
momney” for each square mefre of
land which is sold a¢ an average 6f ]
Rs. 4,000.

As Mr D'Monte wrote to Patrakar :
Apart from the specific issue rar;adf 3
by the ban’ on this programme it is
also evident that TV is used as a |
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- It is certain that anything unpalat-
~ able to State Governments will

' excluded from TV ; in other words,
each TV service is being used as a
particular State’s mouthpiece.

= SANDIP

the
. ® Society was onl view a¢ the Birla
.~ Academy of Art from 16th to 30th
| April. Generally group shows can-
nog satisfy entirely. Ye; one always
comes away enthralled from the hall
after seeing aw exhibition of the
~ Sodiety. It is good to see some
~ artists maturing and at the same
‘time it is also painful to see the
- Powers of others gradually failing
them—the sidkening feelity of a

HE annual major show of
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. gardener discovering a worm inside
©  a beautiful rose.

£ The painters of the group live in
~ their own realms—real, ‘maginary,
' | make-believe and fantasy. On  the

face of it one cannot say that this
- is surrealistic. Because mos; artists
i do not wartt to be overpowered by
- their subconscious. Rather they
' want to use ‘the language of dream
and fantasy. They want to create
| their own personal world.

- Manu Rathode has his own strange
. imagery and his use of gouache—the
Jluminous colourg beside darker hues,
- direct and fla¢ contrast with binding
" lines—.accentuates this. However, it
¢~ may not be wrong to say that he has
i | come to a dead end. The present
| | writer has never liked his painitings,
|

|

. | but admires his consisteri audacity.
| Until very late, Bikash Bhaltita-
¢ charya was ithe Indian surrealist
. | par excellence. H deliberate use
- | of the nocturnal dreamworld had a
i 'rkind of conviction -that ,the paint-
: rit'ngrs of this exhibltion: Yacked, It
¢ seems that he canno; free himself
_ from the self-created maltrix and to
" an extent his drawing has deteriorat-
ed. - All this makes his ‘She’ series
quite unconvincing. Mainly the lack

12 -

8 vehicle fo- each State’s propaganda.

be

This is) ‘indeed, an important
issue, for it brings into play censor-
ship which is quite different from
that used by the Films Division or
the one self-imposed by the na-
tional Press. .

Society Of Contemporary Artists

SARKAR

of structure, the use of three-dimen-
sions and pre-impressionist dark in-
door tonality make his paintings
rather disappoirting. He ig afraid
to be a portrai; painter and brings
‘n dolls, or stylises too much (15).
His drawitg of the woman’s feet in
“She and the Morning” is incorrect.

With Shymal Dutta Roy’s water-
colours one enters a world ‘tha, is
different. Everyday objects firld a
place in the fragile pidtorial cons”
truction and gain a certain illusiohl
‘Memoir II' arranges the scene well.
“Street Cur’' ‘emphasibes the desert-
ed hour with a number of slightly
stylised street dogs. When Shymal
\tries Yo repeat his performande in
oil he does not really gucceed. It
seems that the surface tension has
not been unified enough and paint-
ing hag a tendency to split from the
miiddle. Ganesh Haloi lives In a
pretty poetical world. Dharma-
harayan Dasgupta succeeds in build-
ing his fantasy world by mixing ele-
ments of Indian miniatures and ‘the
naive sensibility of Paul Klee. Some-
times he may fail to integrate space
or over-stylises or simplifies too much.
yet there is emough to indicate that
he has potential and the stuff that
our dreams are made of. Evidenily
Suhas Ray is trying hard to mix
Bikash Bhattacharya and Ganesh
Pyne together. Ome can hardly say
anything abou¢ Anilbaran Saha and
Sailen Mitra. o

Ganesh Pyne this time has in-
creased ‘the size of hig paintings and
changed his palette as well. “His
precise drawings, sure stskisakiont
controlled use of colours_—under-
using them and glazing them to

bring out the subdued hues in stageés
—a_technical perfection—point - " to
the fact that he is one of the most .
important artists of Calcutta to-day.
The dark tones are erlivened By
brirging in  bright colouss as a
sort of contrast. Sometimes this is
averworked as he green leaves in
‘Crossing the Fountait’. I suppose
it would have been better if he had
subdued it down to harmonise with
the total tonality. Ye; ‘Crossing the
Fountain’ is a little mastenpiece of
restrained artistry. A sort of {ba-
lance between form and content has
been struck. Ove almost misses the
grim and morbid situation, because
Ganesh brings in thig bright foliage,
deliberately, to suppress the vivi-
archaic imagery. He fights to com.
trol his emotions by force. His
aggressiveness is not outward but
inward looking, for he has an ascetic
streak in him,

iF P R0 BAmMEO D ERLR

Graphics . >
The group seems obsessed lwith_
graphics. Some artists have toftally -
given up painting for graphies. It
has become a fetish, a toy, an obs-
cure way of daydreaming. In Russia
and Eastern Europe graphics has
been an' escape route from  official
norms of art. Picasso and Matisse
did graphics with seriousness buy as
a sort artistic pastime. Moreover,
they could engrave their character
in graphscs. Picasso had also dove
ceramics but that does not mean
painters should become potters. We
admire the graphics of Durer,
Daumier and DeKoonivg and wnoti
Hayter. Publicity of course can gurn
non-art into agt. It i within an
individual’s righ¢ to play with print
making but tall claims should be .
avoided. Highpowered American-
type salesmanship can make it into
anything buy art. Besides, graphiss
has to depend on accidents and to
make this accident work the crafts-
man has to deliberately work out a
design to go with it. Sommath Hore :
has the artistry to make graphics
somewhat linteresting. His [efchings
of a goat and the one with a man
and woman have the quality of good -
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1age, :

awing. In the former he uses a
mass of black and n thé‘ later he
pses lines and convincirigly performs

ih‘a_;mégic. Sanag Kar's ‘Waves' has
‘2 charm. This is because he
'forced us to forget the technical side.
Amitabha Banerjee is a master crafts-
. an, always trying to perfect his
In his

has

technique and  experiment.

‘Etching 3’ he divides the surfacc
~ of the paper into two halves. On

the upper half he uses a screen and

'eipOSes it to light to present the Ko-
 nark wheel ‘n the same way as a
. block is Eventually this
~ bekomes a stopper. In the botiom
haif he employs a zin¢ plate as usual,
‘He uses the roller only ovae to
wrimg out the superficial and deep
imprints, Laluprosad — and Dipak
Barierjee have been domirated by
gcometrical designs.

printed.

-ulpture
The sculpture section seemed the
weakest. Ip was strange to see the
iddle-aged  Ajit Chakraverty in-
wenced by Herry Moore and others.
He has worked
_zhout all one could say. P. Chandra-
vinod ss working away ‘to build an
we tity. His ‘Spiral Theme’ ' (hds
poetry

hard and thag 18

ethereal quality and some
too. Along with Manick Talukdar
~ and Anil Sen he should be carefully
nurtured,

?&Frontier contact :
] KURA NEWSPAPER
AGENCQCY,
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A Maestro Felicitated
By A Music Criﬁc

R Jamininath Ganguly, the vete-
ran musician and music teacher,
was recently felicitated by his stu-
dents and admirerg ag Mahajatt Sadan,
In this convexion, a wholenight
soiree of dance and music was pre-
sented by the members of Vant San-
gitalaya, a music school of Nor¢h
Calcutta. Ragakrir@, a dance-drama
composed in the Kathakali style by
Mr Govindan Kutty, was ePacied
with much gusto by his ensemble
which ncluded himself in the leadi™
male role. The dance-drama ended
with the subjugation of Kaliya, the
stake-king.  Although the roles of
the hero and his gopikas were fairly
enacted by Mr Kutty and his students,
it is a great pity that even in these
days of social strife and turmoil our
musiciang and composers mever bo-
ther to budge an inch from themw
habitual religio-erotic themaes. As
a traditional vepetition it was of
course all right, "but, far removed
from contemporary social wedlity, it
seemed utterly pointless except 1n the
repetitative flourishes of Mr Kutty’s
virtuoso daviing. st
The khyal singing of Misg Shash-
wati Sengupta was not up to the
standard. In the sitar Mr

Subir Mitra contented himself with
the role of the refrain-keeper while

recital

Mr Sanjov Muklierjee, a capable dis-~

ciple of Mr Jnanprokash Ghosh, car-
ried the allofted time on the tabla.
A comparatively competent grasp was
displaved o~ the sarod by Mr Nafen-
dranath Dhar. Mrs Gouri Dey pro-
ved ~her ability ‘n her slow and
quick_tempo khyals, both in Rage-
shri. Mr Vijoy Chakraborty  regis-
ered a bolder display of vocal quality
and mode of singitg in his ‘two
khyals in the nocturnal raga, Mia-
ki-Mallar, although the mystery "of
the chromatic flat and patural seven-
ths cannot be said to have been en-
tirely uny/iveled. He was supported
by.Mr Mahadey Chakraborty on the

“And of the actually decreasing i

L

~ Bachalal Mnshra

§ I

tabla and Mr
the sarelgl, i it 2

The programme was: satisfactorilyy
concluded with the inimitable. and
scholarly -interpretation of the dawn::
raga, Lalit, by Mr ]a.miniﬂathsﬁﬁlflgé o7
guly, who was ably supported by Mr 1
Anil Bhattacharjee on the tabla. &

Letters

Musion And Reality

As an Indian living in West Ger-
many for the past few years ane
having some experience of the *
social reality here, 1iwas ‘pained
of the situation of the working
of the situation fo the working
class in West Germany by Mr Niel-
sen - (Frontier, 9. 3. 1974). =

It is true that the working mas- '
se in West Germany are not ‘star-"
ving and mot haying to live “out
doors ; but the fact that they mus
constantly struggle to ' maintais
their existenceminimum ~(by West:="
ern standards) and remain physi-
cally and psychologically fit in
order to be able to sell themselves,
is the naked truth. This, in the
first place, has nothing to do w
the KBW (Communist League of
West Germany) or any other ‘or
ganisation’s political lstandpo

The writer, while speaking of
majority of German workers having
cars, TV sets, other benefits and"
luxuries, forgets to speak of the
miserable working situation,  the
ever increasing speed of the assem
bly line, the inhuman work pres-
sure. Why does he mnot speak c
the small and cramped houses in
which the worker-families live and
the localities they are situated Fni?
Does he not deliberately forget to
mention the third-rate transport, -
medical and education = facilities
for the workers and their families?

come of the workers compared to
the rising prices? L R
It is true that an average Ger-'
man worker is still mot - sufficiently
class concious, but a part of the wo




~ing class has already begun to rea-
lise its situation—that of being ex-
- ploited by the capitalist class. There
are examples of workers striking
- independently of the unions, thus
- causing the union leadership ex-
- treme displeasure and worrries.
~In his attempt to criticise the arti-
- cle “Development of Communist
- movement in West Germany”
~ (Frontier 1. 12. 73), Mr Nielsen
- merely shows his contempt for the
~ struggling masses in West Germany
~ and other Western countries.
5 D ‘ D. A.
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Heidelberg, W. Germany,

~ Visiting China

At lasg a delegation from the Kot.
- nis Memorial Committee, invited by
- the Chinese People’s Association for
- Friendship with Forcign Countries,
has been allowed by the Government
of India to visit China.

It s good news. The Sinologists
~in Delhi have interpreted the invi-
~ tation as another indirect sign that
- Peking is keen to improve relations
with New Delhi, There is another
- point. The fact that the Russian
- diplomats in India are allowing one
of their well-known Indian employe-
. € (in their publicity outfit) to visit
| China as a ‘member of the delega-
~ tion may be an indication tha¢ the
- Kremlin is no longer so antagonistic
to the Chinese Government. This
- | should be welcome to all lovers of
- | internatioral detente.
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Calcutta

4t 0 lsrael Day

~ May 14 is one of the blackest days
~in West Asian history because on
~ that day, contrary (o the Partition
~ Resolution passed by the United Na-
tions, the Zionist State of Israel was
proclaimed on the Arab soil of

el g

"I Palestine,.  Since tha; dark day,
| which witnessed an unprecedented

= Blﬁedbath'df the innocent Palestini-
an people, peace has not returned to
19

14 -

this lavd, which was equally holy
and sacred to its ‘nhabitants—Mus-
lims, Jews and Christians—who had

been livirg there in perfect harmony.

The events in Palestine during
1918-1948 have served to unmask .the
teal aggressive and imperialist cha-
racter of Zionist intentions and de-
signs, All the Afro-Asian countries,
includiny India, saw the real expan-
s‘onist designs of the Ziowists . and
voted againgt the Palestine Partition
Resolutior.  All Arab Attempts to
get the verdict of the inlternational
Court of Justice on the competence
of the UN to partition a counpy
against the wishes of the majority of
its 'inhabitawits was defeated by 21
votes to 20 with 16 abstentions.

The Partition Resolution allotted
55 per cent of the area of the State
to the Ziovists while their actual land
holdings then did not exceed 9 per
cent. Britain fixed May 15 as the
date for the endivg of the Mandate-
On May 14, the British High Com-
missioner lef; Palestine,.  Immedia-
tely afterwards, against the terms of
the Partition Resolutiow, the Zionist
leaders proclaimed the “state” of
Israel. The 'USA extended it re-
cognition to the State within fifteen
minutes of the Zionis; Ideclaration.

Earlier the Zionists had bagun forcible

occupation Of ithe territorids nof
mentioned in the UN resolution.
For over twentysix years, Israel
has expanded itself by force of arms
After every stage in this expansio”.
Israel hag appealed to "reason” and
has suggested ‘negotiations.  Every
Dew conquest becomes a new basis
for proposed negotiations from a
pokition of istrength, which fignores

the injustice of the previous aggres-

sion;,

Since its formation, Israel has been
condemned by the UN General As-
sembly, ithe Securfty Couracil; {the
Commission on Human Rights, and
the Internatiomal Conference of the
Red Cross 116 times. Tt is the open
military and political support of
imperialist and Zionig; sources which
has sustained Tsraeli effrontery. The
Israelis are *n no pood to "Meed the
voice of reason. Tnstead 'they {pro-

pose (o retain by force the territor§

their army has grabbed. .

ATTAR CHAND
Delhi.

Release Reddy

We, the writers and journalisty of
New Delhfy denounde with vehe-
mence the vindictive action of the
Andhra Pradesh Governmen¢ in ar-
resting Dr M. V. Ramana' Reddy.
A popular physiciant of Proddatur,
editor of the Iterary journal Prg-
bh@njanam  and a  revolutionary -
writer of standirg, he wag first ar-
rested In connection with a conspi-
racy case. When he was on bail, he -
was take Ynto custody bui ‘was Fo-
leased by the High Count on %
habeas corpus petition. This is the
third time he hag been arrested, this
time on the filmsy charge of support-
ing a strike.

The AP. Goverument has ac-
quired a notoriety for proscribing
creative writing on a scale no others
State government has. In 1971 it
detained three leading functionaries
of the A.P. Revolutionary Writers’
‘Alssociation minder 'fhe Preventive :
Detention Act. They were ordered -
to be released by the High Court.
In 1973, it detained three writess
under the MISA but the High Court
held the detention illegal.

We demand the immediate re; =
lease of Dr M. V. Ramana Reddy.

Raghuvir Sahay, Mohan Ram,
Hari Dutt Sharma, Mrityu-
bodh, Kavita Nagpal, Ram
Saran Joshi, Dipak B. R.

Chaudhuri, Haws Raj Rah-
'bar, Mehmood Huss#in and
athers

For Frontier contact -6~

BANI PRAKASH,
Panbazar, -
Gauhati-1,

Assam.

MAY 11, 1974
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Defend Prisoners

The Legal Aid Committee has been
organised 'to defend all those who are

being victimised for holding politi-
cal beliefs dissimilar to those of the
party in power. Our object is to
defend such cases irrespective of the
political ideology of the victims,

There  are thousands of de.
tenus ';a_n'd undertrial prisoners in
West  Bengal only. Innumerable
cases have been pending since 1968-
69. Despite reminders the police are
reluctant to submit chargesheets and
bail is being opposed stubbornly. If
one is granted bail he is tagged to
some other cases. Thus the prison-
ers are virtually denied any defence.
The overwhelming majority of those
who had to be wreleased after the
Supreme Court struck down Section
17A of the MISA, were immediately
re-arrested,

There is great need to expand our
work and the task before us is huge.
We can hope to tackle it adequately
only if greater co-operation is forth-
coming from all democratically-

minded people not only in this State
but in the whole of India.

We appeal to all democratic peo-
plei==s

Cheques drawn in €avour of Bina

To contribute generously to this

Committee ; :
To communicate to us all cases
of political victimization in

need of legal aid.

Baneriee may be sent to either of

the addresses given below;

. > i
money : }

the office (2).

| 7

orders, cash and communications to : {
= |

Bina Banerjee B
Account No, 10816

United Bank of India,
Sealdah Branch,

28, Acharya Prafulla Chandra

Roy Road,
Calcutta-9.
Jayasree Rana -

Legal Aid Committee

:/o. Mukul Ghose, Advocate
9, Old Post Office Strecy

Firsy Floor, .

Calcutta-1,

Visiting hours: 430 p.m. to
6-30 p.m. on iweekdays (bat-
ring holidays) .
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