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MUJIB AS PRESIDENT 1

|

T'IINGS being what they are in Bangladesh and Mujib being what he B,i
the people will not derive any benefit from the dictatorial change in the uj

form of government. Overnight Mujib has discarded the parliamentary fonn "
of democracy—which by the way is not the sacred cow it i supposed to be by
the English-educated elite-—and, as ' President, assumed ‘all executive
authority. It is not exactly the Presidential form of government we know. The Presi-
dent of the USA doges not have the Olympian powers Mujib has assumed: Mujib
at his discretion may permit only one political party to funétion as the nation- 8

al party. Mujib will determine the programme, membership and organisational ?

Supreme Court of Bangladesh has no longer the power to enforce the fum-
damental rights. These rights—if any—wull be enforced by special court, ';‘
tribunal or commission to be appointed * by Parliamknt, ie., Mujib's men.
Mujib can remove judges on grounds of misbehaviour and incompetence. H'n,,. !
too, like Mrs G. would like to have ‘committed’ judges, but in his arrogance 2
of power or lack of sophistication he prefers the ramrod. '..

That absolute and sweeping majorities do not help government to face
economic and political crises is now clear. The trouble in Bangladesh, as
elsewhere, is the creation of the ruling class, a product of class contradictions,
but the rulers and administrators there are perhaps more inefficient and corrupt
and at the same time more greedy for a quick buck than elsewhere. High ,-;
hopes were held out by the crafty, and swallowed by the naive that a |
‘liberated’ Bangladesh would go forward despite the suffering undergome.
But the set that took over as a result of the Indian intervention proved
td He interested in thlemselves to an extent néver seen before in a country
after a true national liberation movement. That the country would be on
the road to ruin was inevitable: opportunistic help from friendly powers did
not help. - In the three years since Mujib returned from his comfortable capt-
vity, things have gone from bad to worse. Thousands of people have died in
floods and famine and a kind of perverse civil war while the same class
which sold their trade and industrial licences during the Ayub regime to Pun-
jabis and basked :is non-hazardous profits are daing rather well. Inflation is
beyond proportions.

What Mujib will do in his delusions of grandsur will not benefit anybody but
himself and his class. Maybe, some innocent people in the countryside still
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look up to him as the Father of the Na-
tion, as a good man fallen among rack-
eteers—a sentiment on which he banks.

But this father-fixation is lunlikely to

last.

What will happen to the Mujib and

Moscow swearing parties if the President

By Force Alone

The Government of India spent over
Rs. 40 crores last year against Rs. 3
crores in 1950-51 to maintain the Cen-
tral Reserve Police. The expenditure

is likely to cross Rs. 50 crores in the

current financial year. Surely these ten-
dencies need to be curbed if the much
proclaimed qemocracy is to survive.
In fact, an impression has been gaining
oround that 'the present Government,
which happens to be one of the most
powerful regimes this side of Suez,
is totally incapable of functioning with-
out the backing of the army and other
paramilitary forces which have been
growing in size and power from year to
involviement of

The fzequent
~ armed forces in civilian affairs has been
causing concern. Some senior army
officers are known to have, on moy:

- with promulgation of such

than one occasion, expressed reserva-
tions about using the army to quell
people’s political movements.

The increasing dependence on the
army and military organisations, coupled
anti-people
laws as DIR and MISA, would not have
been necessary had the ruling party not
shown scant regard to popular institutions.
But flouting democratic norms, bypassing
Parliament and not responding to peo-
ple’s protest movements, the party has
cleared the way for one-party dictator-
ship. The large-scale deplayment of
CRP and BSF which should normally be
patrolling the frontiers to prevent smug-
gling and other illegal activities, and
the frequent alerting of the army de-
monstrate how much love and regard the
ruling party has for democracy. In
Bihar alone 57 companies of CRP in
addition to an undisclosed number of

2

decides on one party? A merger? If
so, Moscow will supply the dialectic.

The latest outrage is called by
Mujib the second revolution. Allah knows
how much ithe people are paying for the
first revolution, engineered and executed
by outsiders. We do hope that the peo-
ple of Bangladesh will survive the second.

BSF are presently stationed on what is
euphemistically described as internal secu-
nity duties.

History bears out that the use of arm-
ed forces for simple law and order pro:
blems can lead to large-scale demorali-
sation in their ranks and widen the gulf
between them and the people. The way
the ruling party is using the armed forces
makes one think that the function of the
Border Security Force is not only to
face external threats but also safeguard
and defend the rulers, however, corrupt
and undemocratic they may be. They
forget that such flagrant disregard” of
popular institutions and failure to de-
mocratise socio-economic structures can
only prove suicidal in the long run.

Instead of taking bold economic de-
cisions to mitigate people's sufferings
and to arrest the rot in the body politic,
the ruling Congress has relied heavily
on use of force and official violence.
Having failed to ensure the smooth fune-
tioning of popular institutions, or resolv-
ing internal bickerings in the party to
get down to the business of ruling, the
party in power is behaving most arbi-
trarily in the exercise of authority.

Another Gimmick ?

One of the favourite words of Indian
politicians is ‘“‘self-sufficiency”,  Come
any occasion when there is even a re-
mote chance of meeting the local demand
from local production—perhaps at some
distant point of time—and they would
start hammering the headlines with this
catchy word. We bhad self-sufficiency
already in food (claimed soon after the

.Sethi of. Madhya Pradesh when he -was

green revolution years of 1968-71 ‘by
none other than our venerahle President
Ahmed®who was then the Minister of
Food), in fertiliser (promised by Mr .

the Petroleum and Chemicals Miniser ~
in New Delhi) and in so many other items :
rom time to time. These promises have
now gone down''the drain. But the
charm of the word remains. Like a’
mantra, our politicians keep on repeat-

ing it in season, out of season. And now

we have got in Mr K. D. Malaviya, the .
Union Petroleum and Chemicals Minis-
ter, once more a formidable.exponent
of this verbal art. He has been pro-
claiming from practically all possible
forums that nothing can prevent India
from achieving selfssufficiency «in oil by .
1980 or 1981. To the credit of M.
Malaviya, it must however be said that
he, more than most others, knows mibre
about oil and such other things. But
even then, he seems to have craned his
neck a little too long,

Mr Malaviya's artithmetic looks some-
thing like this. Bombay High, where
the third test wgell drilled earlier ‘this
month has also struck oil, is expecled
to yield about 14 million tonnes of gruds
by 1980 or 1981. Another about 16
to 17 million tonnes are expiect‘edwz
from increased productiop'from the oir
shore areas. Like all simple mathema-
tical sums, all this looks very facile and .
easy. But the sum has some loose ends.

Can we really set up the technicalgout-

fit for utilising the Bombay High cirude,
assuming that it turns out to be as big,

a bonanza as it is promised, within the & -
deadline mentioned? . T§e itotal cost
would come to a very high figure: -for °
14 million tonnes, it would be around 4
Rs 1,400 crores or so. ‘Wherefrom the
money would come? From the salé pro-
ceeds of oil or from budgetary resour-
ces? More than this, Mr Malaviya’¢

onshore supplies seem

e

projections for
to be very much on the high side. The
Fuel Policy Committee has put the pros | o

ven reserves of oil in the country &tlonly 1
mba;\_ g{

127 million tonnes excluding the

High. So how do all these figures work™ 1 :
out? Or is it just _ another "of those®
gimmicks? \l ¥ ¥
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L& -FILL 1949, the NNC was divided on
v+ the * question of the nature off
Naga independence. While one group
f of Nagas favoured immediate idepen-
“dence and severance of all ties - with
India, another group favoured the con-
S " tinuance of governmental relations with|
India till the Nagas could run their own
State all by themselves. Yet another
group, though very small, wanted Naga-
land to be a Mandatory State under the
British Government for a specified pe-
riod of time. But with the election of
A. Z. Phizo as President of the Naga
«National Council towards the end of
1949, the demand for full’ and imme-
" »dige independence gathered momen-
tum. |(Before being elected President of
the NNC, Phizo, dissatisfied with the
NNC leadership and its  constitutional
* methods, had withdrawn from the
NNC. and formed the People’s Indepen-
dence League. He mobilised the Naga
v “vouth into a Naga Youth ' Movement
and Naga Women's Society and har-
. nessed the tribal, range and village
- Councils to further the demand for in-|
.dependence. . It was under Phizo that
NNC was transtormed from a mere con-
+ stitutional organisation into a militant
body. In February 1950 the NNC
declared that no Naga representa-
tive*would be sent to the Indian Parlia-
, ment and the Assam Assembly. The next
* year, on May 25, 1951, Phizo inaugura-|
*. ted at Kohima a plebiscite on the issue
* of Naga Independence. Volunteers of
., the Naga Youth Movement and the Naga
‘Women’s Society went round the villa-
ges collecting signatures and thumb- im-
" pressions of all adult Nagas and admi-
} ‘nistering them oaths, in the ¢ribal fash-
ion, to fight for Naga independence. The
Plebiscite, which took four months to
complete (May - August 1951), was
* | *a great success with almost. the entire
, Naga population voting for independence.
y «But<ite Government of India decided to

tgnove the plebiscite as a “farce” and

-

EI'-!-' a  “stage-managed show”. The NNC
€' *was not ‘deterred by this, and the same |

Year saw the total boycott of elections
5 | FEBRUARY 1. 1975
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to the District Council. The following

year (1952) the Naga National Council|
demonstrated its refusal to accept the

Indian Constitution and its Sixth Sche-

dule by organising a total boycott of the

General Elections. The Government of

India went through the entire process of||
election. Electoral rolls were prepared,

nominations called for, polling booths

erected—but not a single Naga cast his|
vote.  There were no nominations, no

candidates and no voters! The boycott |
of the General Elections of 1952 proved

beyond doubt where the sympathies of
the average Naga lay, and the NNC suc-

cessfully demonstrated that the plebis-

cite of 1951 was no farce. Both the

plebiscite and the boycott of the election
further strengthened the position of the

NNC and geared up its move-

ment for independence. The next phase,
was to be that of civil disobedience. Peo-
ple refused to pay taxes, the ‘gaonburas’

(village headmen) resigned, government

teachers gave up their jobs, children left

their schools, and all naitonal and off-

cial functions of the Government 'of

India were boycotted. In short, it was

total non-co-operation with the Govern

ment of India.

From 1952 onwards relations between
the Nagas and Delhi gradually worsened
and several incidents added to the grow-
ing hiatus. On October 18, 1952, the
people of Kohima demonstrated against
the torture of 'a young Naga boy by the
Assam  Police at. Dimapur. During
the procession a/ Naga pedestrian was run
over and killed by a police officer’s motor-
cvele and this resulted in the people
turning violent. A judge of the Angami
Tribal Court tried to save the life of
the police officer; but he was shot dead
by a trigger-happy policeman. This re-
sulted in a high degree of bitterness
agamst all Indians. The enquiry com-
mittee set up to look into the matter ex-
onerated the police action. This further
outraged the Naga's sense of justice.

Five months later, in March 1953, Nehru

paid his first visit to Kohima, along with
the Burmese Premier. Despite feelings

against the Indians running high in the
Naga Hills at that time the Nagas gave -
Nehru a rousing welcome, itreating him -
as a guest in true tribal fashion. Repre-

sentatives of the tribal councils and lea-

ders came to listen to Nehru at Kohima. ;

But wher the Naga leaders were denied

any address, either in writing or in speech, .
at the public meeting, all the Nagas
walked out, and Nehru ended up by ad-
dressing the non-Naga officials present.
The Nagas made it clear that if the
Prime Minister of India was not prepared
to listen to them, they too would not
listen to him. This was probably
the only such'incident in Nehru's life-
ume and he was never to forget it: for,
he never visited Kohima again. Im-
mediately after Nehru's visit the police
cracked down on the Naga National
Council and most of its leaders went
underground. The villages of Viswema,
Jakhama, Kigwema and Phesama were
searched in quick succession by men of
the Assam Rifles, and in May 1953, Kho-
noma, the most important of all Naga
villages, was searched and the villagers

humiliated. Thousands of people went.
underground and with™ this began the

period of armed struggle in Nagaland.

The Indian Government had taken the

irst step in this direction,. The strug-
gle in Nagaland now began in right earn-

est—underground propaganda against

the Government of India was stepped up,

government employees were threatened,

schools closed down, the ‘gaonburas’

asked not to collect taxes and re-

turn their red blankets (a sign of ho-

nour conferred on them by the Indian

Government). Thousands of young men

joined the Naga Home Guard or acted

as porters for the wunderground. In

order to prevent this, the Government of
Assam promulgated an ordinance in
September 1953, which empowered the

district authorities to requisition the ser-

vices of Naga young men to act as por-

ters in any emergency. This was nothing

short of forced labour. All this, along

with the police and military actions, fur-

ther embittered Naga-Indian relations

and chances of a negotiated settlement '
became ever remote.

Undeclared War
The *undlerground activities culmina- -
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ted in the formation of the Naga Fede-
ral Government in March 1956. The

‘Federal Government adopted a Consti-
. tution which d:clared:

“Nagaland is
a people’s sovereign republic. This has
been so from time immemorial. There
shall be a parliament with ‘a strength
of 100 tatars (Menibers of the Tatar
Hoho or the House of Representatives),
the President will be elected by the peo-
ple and his Cabinet will consist of fifteen
Kilonsers (Ministers)”, The new Con-
stitution declared that Nagaland would

‘maintain permznent military neutrality,

that there would be no standing army
for the maintenance of law and order
and the Home Guards could function
both as police and as patriot-soldier.
The Federal Constitution also declared:
“Land belongs to the people and it will
remain so. There will be no land tax,
and other forms of taxation will be for-
mulated by different administrative units”.
Religious freedom and the equality of
men and women (w.rt. political rights,

- work and wages) were guaranteed. The

Naga Federal Government set-up was a
carefully planned one and soon a para-
llel government  started functioning in
the Naga Hills. Violence now broke
out on a wide scale. Already by the end
of 1955 the underground was reported
to have mobilised a force of over 15,000
armed Nagas. The Government enforced
the Special Powers Act and the Indian
Army moved in to replace the Assam
Police Battalions. The undeclared war
in the Naga Hills had begun. Army out-
posts were attacked, convoys were am-
bushed, and bridgse and culverts blown
tp by the underground Federal troops.
In retaliation, the Indian Army started
its reign of terror, reports of which are
gradually coming to light today. Entire
villages were burnt down, standing crops
destroyed and the infamous village re-
grouping scheme put into effect,
Meanwhile, the underground Federal
Government having stepped up the ac-
livities, a section of the Naga leaders
under the banner of the Naga People’s
Convention led by Dr Imkongliba Ao

- tried to come to terms with the Govern-

ment of India. Their efforts led to the
formation of the “Naga Hills Tuensang
Area” in December 1957, to be adminis-
tered by the Governor of Assam as the

4 /
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Agent of the President of India. This
new administrative unit was carved out
of the Naga Hills District of Assam and
the Tuensang Division of NEFA, and was
placed under the Ministry of External
Affeirs  of the Government, of India.
Following this, the Naga People’s Con-
vention stepped up. its demand for a
separate State of Nagaland within the|
Indian Union. The Government of India
which was desperately trying to woo the
‘loyal” Nagas accepted the demand, and
in 1960 the Delhi Agreement was rea-
ched. It accepted the 16-point memo-
randum of the People’s Convention along
with the demand for a separate State. |
An Interim Body with Dr Imkongliba
Ao as Chairman started functioning
from February 13 1961. Phizo and the
Federal Government of Nagaland rejeét-
ed outright this agreement with Delhi
and the underground reorganised its forces
and revised its plans of action for a stif-
fer struggle. Recruitment to the under-/
ground forces went up and the Federal
Government started negotiations with
foreign countries for arms supplies.
Phizo declared from his exile in London-
“No agreement can be recognised re-
garding the future of Nagaland except |
with the persons whe are fully represen-
tatide of the Naga people”.  Despite
the Federal Government’s rejection of
the Delhi Agreement, the new State of
Nagaland was inaugurated on December
I, 1963. The Naga Federal Governmeny
now had to wage its struggle not only|
against the Government of India hut
also against the new State Government
of Nagaland. This was bound to have
far-reaching consequences. The Indian
Government’s policy of pitting one group
of Nagas against another was begin-
ning to pay dividends. Yet, although thel
creation of a Naga State within the Indian
Union was a sethack for the Federal
Government, it also further strengthened
ihe underground’s resolve to fight on for
tull independence.  Armed struggle
against the GOI was stepped up and in
April 1963 Delhi announced air-support |
to ground operations in Nagaland in
order “to curb increasing rebel activily
there by Nzga hostiles with assistance
of modern weapons secured from foreign
countries”, The number of Indian,
troops increased severalfold and modern |

heavy armour was brought in. Yet; the
undergroand met with one_striking suc-~

cess after another. The Indian Army
found it tough going in an alien terri
tory where almost every Naga villager
was In sympathy with the undergrognd. ¥
Referring to this in his book, Nagaland
Nighimare, P. D. Stracey writes: “With
sympathisers in every village and the
tremendous walking powers of the ordl
nary Naga, to whora every short cut and
subsidiary trail in this area ' is®
known, is there any wonder
that the quarry s seldom at home?”
Moreover, as the intensity of. the Indian "
army operations increased, support to
the underground from the villagers also
increased. 1

Peace Mission ‘
As the undeclared war in Nagaland

took on new dimensions, and the hfe of [

the Naga people was getting unbearable
in the face of Indian' Army operatiosis,
the Church leaders took the initiative

and formed the Peace Mission in Febru- -

ary 1964. Binala Prasad Chaliha, Jaya
Prakash Narayan and Michael Scott
were' named - its members. As a resuft,
of the efforts of the Peace Missjon, a

ceasefire agreement was signed at Sa-
kraba village in May 1964. Thig_agrée-
ment is also known as the famous Swk-
raba Agreement. It was signed by tlle
three Peace Mission members and six
representatives of the Federal - Govern-
ment led by Mr Zashei Huirey The
Ceasefire Agreement had several signifi-
cant features. No mention was made
of the Nagaland State Government of ’
Shilu Ao; but the existence of the “Naga.
Army”"—this military wing of the-Federal’
Government-—was  acknowledged. In
fact, the Sakraba Agreement recognised'
the “Federal Government of Nagaland”
even if indirectly, and this was a great
gain for the underground. Even . the

term “Ceasefire” had its implications.. .

For, the term “qtasefire” is generally

used only in the event of war between .
two sovereign nations.  Another vemr
important aspect of the Ag.reeuint was
that there would be no patrolling swithia
three miles of the international border
with Burma. The ceasefire terins were’
as followss- : {

“The Security Forces will not under-
FEBRUARY 1. 1975
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take (a) Jungle operations; (b) raiding
of camps of' the underground; (c) pat-
y rolling bevond one' thousand yards of

¢ security posts; (d) searching of villages;

{e) aerial action ; (f) arrests;” and (g)
}ﬁms::wn of labnur Ly way of punish-
rhent”". C
“The Naga Federal Government on its
o bart undertook fo suspend (a)’ sniping
and- ambushing: (b) imposition of fines;
(¢) kidnapping asd recruitment; (d) sa-
botage activities; (e) raiding and firing
~on security posts, towns and administra-
tive centres and (f) moving with arms
or in uniform in towns, villages and ad-
ministrative centres’ wherever there are
decurify posts. It became clear from
the ceasefire terms that the Indian Army
had been indulging in village-searches,
aerial action plus forced labour in Naga-
land. :
2The_ ceasefire was put into effect on

_September 6, 1964, and it was followed

by the peace talks at the Chedama Camp,

five miles from Kohima. After several
rounds of talks, nothing tangible emer-

ged, The Federal side stood firm on the

- question of sovereignty, while the Gov-

ernment of India wanted a solution with-
in the Indian Constitution. The disarm-
,zment plan put forward by the Peace
Mission also fell through because the
- Naga FederaleArmy and the Tatar Hoho
“were of the view that the giving up of
arms would weaken their political case.

This deadlock was followed by the “Peace

Migsion proposals” for a setilement of
the problem.

The Peace Mission {Proposals, after
stating the Naga Federal Government’s
and the Goverriment of India’s stand on
the Naga issue, admitted that the people
of Nagaland were never part of the

Indian mainstream and never dis-

played any urge to be part of the Indian

« Union when the British left in 1947. The
Pcac.e Mission appreciated “the desire
of the Nagas for self-determination” and
for the preservation of their integrity.
It stated that “the Naga Federal Govern-
ment could on their own vélition decide

to be a participant in the Unicn of India”
* end come to a mutual settlement with

e .. Government of India. (Para dication of any change in the Federal :
e P - the  Proposals). Thus, stand. The negotiations, which had ap- The Mall, E
the Peace _Mission Proposals made it parently reached a blind alley, were re- :

" amply clear that the Nagas and the In- newed. A delegation of the Naga Fede- Kanpur,
| FEBRUARY 1, 1975 5
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dians were separate nations and if the
Nagas wished to join the Indian Union
it had to be voluntary. Military force
could not bring about such union. The
Peace Mission “appreciated the courage
and tenacity displaved by the Naga peo-
ple in their endeavour to achieve their
goal”, (Para 12 of the Proposals). The
Peace Mission Proposals were discussed
in detail by a special session of the Tatar
Hoho held in March 1965, which was
also attended by the members of the
Peace Mission. The then Assam Chief
Minister, Chaliha, made it clear that ac-
ceptance of the proposals would not
commit the Federal side to join India,
while J. P. Narayan declared that the
Naga struggle “is most certainly a strug-
The Tatar
Hoho did not reject the Proposals out-
right but did not accept them either. It
insisted on the right of self-determina-
tion which could be the only basis for
a friendly relationship with India. The
Federal side made absolutely so conces-
sions on the question of Nage indepen-
dence. Further peace talks followed,
the ceasefire was extended and the GOI
agreed to a Federal leader going to
London to consult A Z. Phizo. An

- earlier suggestion that a three-member

Naga Federal delegation should wisit
London on Indian passports was reject-
ed by the Federal side, as acceptance of
Indian passports would mean acceptance
of Indian nationality. Finally, Kievi
Yalley (Phizo’s brother and a top lea-
der of the underground) left for London
for talks with Phizo. Before Yalley's
departure for London. the Naga Na-
tional Council, the political wing of the
Federal Government, held an open ses-
sion on May 21, 1965 at Viswema wvil-
iage, after a lapse of nine years. The
session, which was presided over by the
Vice-President of the Naga National
Council, Mr Imkongmeran, reaffirmed the
leadership of Phizo and reasserted the
Naga right to self-determination. Yalley
returned from London in September of
the same year and told Chaliha that
Phizo was willing to take part in discus-
sions with Delhi but there was no in-

ral Government met Mrs Gandhi in Feb- ‘
ruary 1966. Mrs Gandhi herself had ex-a"

pressed willingness for the talks to be ™
resumed. ., The talks with he

in an interview with the Press, the Fore-

ign Minister of the Naga Federal Gov-

ernment, Mr Issac Swu, said that “noth-
ing short of independence”

nomous Nagaland with Defence, ‘Fore-

ign Affairs and Finance under the control." &
of Delhi would be acceptable, Mr Swu

answered: ““This would not be independ-
ence.
India. Any status which does not con-
fer sovereignty on us would not be ae-
ceptable™,

meet by saying: “We may be forced

. N . ]
to seek assistance of foreign countries to

". Till now the Nagas

achieve our objectives’
had received assistance from Pakistan.
but the search for better and more depen-
dable - friends seemed to be yielding

result.

It soon became evident that the gulf -

between the GOI and the Naga Federal
side was widening,
peace talks and mnegotiations.

Both

sides stiffened their attitudes. The Cease- ;

fire Agreement was frequently violated

and reports of village-regroupings, puni-
tive raids and atrocities committed by <

the Security Forces became common.
On February 25 1966, ]. P. Narayan
resigned from the Peace Mission:
that he had forfeited the confidence of
the Federal Government and that he had

never subscribed to the idea of full Naga
This was followed by !

independence.
Chaliha's resignation and the sudden de-
portation of Scott from India.
meantime the Federal side stepped up its
activities and on March 22, 1966, they

celebrated their Republic Day on the

outskirts of Kohima. It was an im-

n

For Frontier contact

CURRENT BOOK DEPOT,

Prime
Minister did not produce any result, and

LA

would satis-
fy the Nagas. When asked if an autos

We don't want to be a part of

Swu concluded ihe Press

despite all the

saying

In the :
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pressive display of Federal strength with
- fully armed units of the Naga Army
‘taking part in the celebrations.  The
Federal flag was hoisted, full Republic
Day celebrations were held and thou-
‘ sands of people participated.  Some
trekked for nights to join in the celebra-
tions. The Federal Republic Day cele-
brations were held right under the nose
of the State Government which had been
earlier notified by the underground. In
the “Republic Day™ address, the Presi-
dent of the Federal Government decla-
red: ' “It is my hrm conviction that the
only practical solution to the problem of
India-Naga relations is self-determina-
tion”". He asserted that the Nagas
wished to have friendly tics with India
but said, “If the worst is to be forced
‘upon ‘us, we have to be prepared as to
be capable of changing the history of
a great part of Asia”. [t was clear that
the State Government and the Indian
Army personnel could not have preven-
ted the observance of Republic Day by
the Federal Government even if they
had wanted to. Later on, of course Delhi’s
stand was that the rebels had taken
“prior permission’ (!) to observe their
,Republic Day. Plenty of commotion
took place in the Lok Sabha over this
*“open expression of distance” by the
Naga underground. But it established
once again that the Naga Federal
Covernment was not just made up
of a group of Western-educated Chris-
tians’ out to break up the integrity of
India. The Federal side had once again
demonstrated their strength and the thou-

sands of Nagas present in the celebra- -

_lions hore evidence to it.
(To be concluded)
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.A New Centre for Communists ? i
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A two-day convention of some ubted the “sincerity of some ameng
communist ‘“‘revolutionary” groups them”. What irked them was their en-

was held at the Town Hall; Exnakulam,
on December 14 and 15, at the end of
~which a new communist party came into

existence. The bourgeois papers cha-
racterised the “ceremony” in different
tunes, viz. “‘formation of fourth Com-

munist party in India”, “Genuine Com-
munist Party”, etc. But it seems that
the already existing splinter groups and

“individual revolutionaries took no notice .

and treated the whole affair as a casual|
incident.

The manner in which this revolution-
ary group was formed is thought provo-
king. The ball startetd rolling with the
formation of a Reception Committee
(sic!). They showed much keenness to
get this news item published in the daili-
es. Its leaders met journalists, explain-
ing to these the programmes and policies
of their future “revolutionary actions”.

Thus everything had been set ready and -

with the participation of about 500 de-
legates from within Kerala the conven-
tion started. Reports and details of the
discussions held inside reached the Press
at lightning speed. For three days al-
most all national dailies published the
news coming from the rostrum of this
aspirant revolutionary convention. La-
ter, a 19-member State Committee head-
ed by A. V. Arvan was elected, and
The group came into being under the name
“Centre of Indian Communists”.

An appeal, printed in English and ad-
dressed to “Comrades and Countrymen’.
had been issued on - November 8.
1974. Tt claims that this convention is.
a prelude to the formation of “a genu-
ine communist party in India”. After
analvsing the treacherous and revision-
ist activities of both the CPI and CPM, the
appeal touches the CPI(ML), characteri-
sing them as “Indian Narodniks” and]
its line as “more dangerous than the
line of the Randive-Namboodiripad cli-
que of 1948 known as the Calcutta
At the same time it least do-

tering 1ntn the “revolutionary arena n
the name of Marxism-Leninism and Com-
rade Mao” while “at the same time
practising the policy of terrorism and
murdering of individuals, which were .
condemned by Marx, Lenin- ahd Mao
as the non-communist path”. This appeal
levelled another charge against the ex-
isting Naxalites—they were accused of
having propagated Debre’s “Revolution
in Revolution” as Mao’s Thought.

situation  witthout bringing any mw
points. It was just a refetition and an
imitation of many we have seen before;
there were several = mere Wranslations:
from the Peking Review'in certain pot-
tions.

The appeal concludes after requeﬂ 18 "
ing the working class and “progressive-
sections” of the people to cooperate “in *
order to build up a genuine communist
party and revolutionary movement and
to develop mass movements and mass
struggles free from the left and right
opportunism or either deviation, through *
the path shown by Marx, Engels Lenin,
Stalin and Mao™.
Like the appeal, the political resos -
lution (printed in Malayalam'}sdnu{_f
indicate the policies or programmes o
the Centre. Divided into two parts, it
analvses the national and international

The resolution never tried to—specify J
its own line, or course of action in a
broad-based way, but dealt with impe-
vialism. social-imperialism, the crisis of
the dollar and the capitalist system on
the world market, the exploitative ten-
dencies of imperialism and  super-
powers, the competition between the
United States and the Soviet Union for
world hegemony, etc. etc. It goegﬁpn
to say that as the super-powers’ are
fighting each other for world dommna-
tion, the contradiction between them re- -
mains. The pacts and friendships be- |
tween them are partial and temporary.
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Actually their aim is to engage in a

terrible and permanent struggle | with
4, each other...... As long as imperial-
¢ ism, social-imperialism, and their exploi-
tation exists in the world there -would not
Be any permanent peace. Either they
will collide with each other; or the peo-
ple will move forward through the
revolutionary path.” . .
. This fails to corroborate *! other
Marxist-Leninist analyses, which hold
that the two super-powers will try maxi-
mally to avoid any possible war be-
tween themselves, but will continue tire-
lessly t6 involve others in wars. as the
first one is disastrous for their own exis-
tence and the second will create addi-
tional markets for their weapons. This
has been proved well in Cuba, Viet-
* nam, the Middle East and recently at
‘Cyprus. :

2After analysing the involvement and
. exploitation of #uperpowers ‘and im-
perialist forces in the under-developed
countries, the resoluticn points out that
if unending struggles are conducted in
the: light of the peculiar circumstances
o Prevailing in each country and they try

to move forward along the path of

independence and self-reliance, smaller

* _ countries will be able to modernise their

trade and agriculture, and can make an
. ove evelopment which was un-
“attainable for their ancestors. This
contention reminds one of the policies
and programmes of the Bihar movement
and_that of JP.
hile discussing the political parties,
.+ the resolution finds no difference between
the ruling and opposition parties. Op-
. position parties- are not trying to edu-
cite"the people about the sloppiness of
our exXisting economic system: instead
tey try to mislead the people by advo-!
cating that with the removal of the pre-
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hght from the Ollur constituency,

sent rulers everything will become all
right. If ‘today's apposition comes. as
tomorrow’s rulers ‘they will jalso con-
tinue the job done by the present rulers,
It exposes the character of both the
CPI and CPM but unlike the Appeal
left the CPI(ML) untouched.

It declares that the main task before
the Centre is to coordinate the commu-
munist revolutionaries throughout India.
It seems that this is the means as well
as the end. Although reports were
published in the n'ewspapers ‘that the
Centre will not take part in the parlia-
mentary system or elections of any kind,
the political resolution never makes an
emphatic declaration to this effect. Like-
wise the case of Naxalite prisoners ‘in-

. side the jails did not find a berth in the

resolution. .

Doubts have been raised from several
quarters about the genuineness of the
Centre regarding the commitment of
leaders as well as the group as a whole.
Till recently its leaders were heading
their own separate groups and wings,
Three of the foremost leaders were ac-
tive in the CPM until 1971, and neither
the Naxalbari-Srikakulam revolts nor the
several armed revolts in Kerala, enabled
them to make a correct assessment of
“genuine Marxist-Leninist principles”.
They remained with the CPM until its
leadership took some disciplinary ac-
tion against them. For example, Mr
A. V. Aryan. In the 1970 mid-term
election, defying the CPM’s directive to
he
fought at Manalur and lost to his Con-
gress rival. His defeat was a great
shock to the CPM, as he was regarded
as “No. 3" in the party leadership.
This led to a call for an explanation
from him and subsequently the split
widened. After that he formed his
own group, known as the Communist

" Unity Centre, in 1972. The timing of

the convention is also relevant—when
all other political parties have started
preparations to fight a snap election.
Like other States in India, Kerala is
still far away from a revolution and
has to go miles ahead to fulfil Victor
M. Fic’s prediction: = “Kerala: The

Yenan of India”,

The Murder Of

Mahalanobis

" ANAMIK BAsAg

PROF’ESSOR Prasanta Chandra Maha-

lanobis was murdered, and his
brainchild outraged, on the morning of
December 16, 1974. A distinguished
gathering of scientists, as well as work-
ers of the Indian Statistical

The venue was the Amra Kunja, the
Mango .Grove inside the ISI campus,
where the Professor gave many exposi-
tions of his scientific vision.

The murder was not called as such,
though. For the murderers were bhadralok,
genteel people, who would never use a
rough word. They belong to a social
category in which “malnutrition”, is used
to mean “starvation”, “interrogation” of
extremists to mean “‘physical torture”,

and poverty and mequality are discussed

in terms of elegant msthematical models
rather than hunger and destitution, The
murder of Mahalanobic was appropriate-
ly dressed up and called “International
Symposium, Recent Trends of Research
in Statistics: in Memory of the Late Pro-
fessor Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis™.
To mark the solemnity of the occasion,
social meets were organised in which
foreign liquor flowed in abundance, while
research in the ISI was grinding to a halt,
and low-paid workers were waiting  in
vain for realisation of legitimate demands,
under an all-pervasive economy drive,
And, all this in memory of Mahalanobis,

But what a perverted mind is it that
equates the noble efforts of upholding the
Professor's memory with murder? Let
us list the pervert's follies and pin.him
down. _

‘What was, Mahalanobis, essentially ?
Certainly, he was no angel. A close
associate of his for over thirty years,
thought he was “an impossible boss”,
“an autocrat, a strategist who did not
place all his cards on the table, and did
not take kindly to those who differed
with him”.) To many, however, who
watched him from a distance, and with
sufficient unbias, the essential Mahala-
nobis was a superbly dynamic mind, in-
volved in the world around him, work-

Institute,
graced the occasion by their presence.
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. ihg on a canvas as large as life itself.
- The ingredients
- this_personality were “a high intellectual

that mixed to shape

calibre, scientific spirit, dynamic leader-
ship, devotion to work, love and sense

. of pride for one's own country, and a

deep concern for the common ‘man”.
The Professor’s concept of statistics,
the concept that led him to create his
brainchild, the ISI, has been aptly sum-
‘marised by another associate of his:?
“For the last two decades the late
Sir Ronald A. Fisher who is considered
the father of modern statistical methodo-
logy. and Professor Mahalanobis have

 hbeen advocating that statistics be looked

upon as a ‘key technology’ for applica-
‘tion in all scientific activities which in

|  volve observation, experimentation and

measurement”’. .. .“From the above con-
ception of statistics as a key technolo-
gy it is obvious that an institution meant
‘primarily for the development of statis-
tical methodology and for the non-rou-
tine application of statistics for the bene-

- fit of other sciences should be so consti-

tuted and organised. that a strong group
of creative workers in statistics can be
in close working relationship with re-
searches in different fields of the natural
and social sciences”.

This, then, was the Professor’s con-
cept of “statistics as a key technology”
and the guiding force behind the creation
of the ISI. That there was some reali-
sation of this concept in the ISI, through
effective utilisation or the close co-exis-
tence of researchers in statistics and other
disciplines, could be illustrated by refe-
rence to the D* statistic, evolved in res-
ponse to problems in anthropology, me-
thods for large-scale sample survey,
elaborated in response to the needs of
‘national planning, and other statistical
tools, developed for use in geology and
genetics. It is in this many-faceted,
collaborative, rationally-integrated charac-
ter where the imprint of Mahalanobis’
mind and the source of strength and
uniqueness of the ISI lie. The best tri-
bute to the memory of Mahalanobis
would be to project this unique charac-
ter of the ISI in all its academic acti-
vities. To destroy this character would be
to assassinate the Professor and outrage
his brainchild.

In this context the post-Mahalanobis

FRONTIER

era in the ISI, especially the recent In-
ternational Symposium, is reviewed here.

While the burners in the crematorium
had not cooled down yet, the mention of
“other subjects” was surreptitiously
sought to be deleted from the statement
of objectives in the ISI’s constitution which
read: “to promote the study and disse-
mination of knowledge of and research
on statistics and other subjects relating
to planning for national development
and social welfare”;% etc. Various re-
search projects, especially those involv-
ing equipment, chemicals, field surveys,
were stifled under the pretext of fund
shortage, and administrative incapabi-
lity. Various forms of corruption ana'l
nepotism were introduced. Workers
were pitted against workers, to fight
battles that were not theirs. The lead-
ership of the ISI Worker’s Organisation
was lulled into a deep slumber, as
though by the deft sweep of a magic
wand. While all these followed in quick
succession, the scientist-administrator at
the top, who had stepped into Mahala-
nobis’ shoes, sat back and played his
fiddle. Was there a method in his mad-
ness?

And then came the deluge, the grand
finale, the International Symposium.

The scientific workers of the ISI who
were not mathematicians, the non-Math-
Stat pecple, were informed of the Sym-
posium, incidentally, in an Office Order

n “Economy Measure”, and then in-
vited, as a second thought, to partici-

- pate, just a few weeks before it began.

Very few of them were thus able to
present their research results to the dis-
tinguished gathering. Not that all Math-
Stat people were treated equally; some
were discriminated against for obscure
The outsiders, especially those

reasons.
from the affluent countries, however,
were invited well in advance. A glance

through the Detailed Programme of the
Symposium showed that 27 out of the
43 sessions were devoted to Math-Stat,
Fair enough. But how many of these
27 had much to do with live data, let
alone with “national development and
social welfare”? How many of all the
contributions were based on' interdisci-
plinary researches done in the ISI,
which could not be carried out in un-
disciplinary orgamisations? How many

of them represented researches jn “‘other ’

subjects” per se, the potential impetus
for sharpening statistical tools? How
many accommodated the works of young i
minds, the ISI students, who were “ex-
posed to a broad spectrum of knowheilge
besides statistics? Did this Symposium,
then project the ISI's unique charac-

. bated on Mahalanobis’ concept of |
statlstlcs as a key technology? Was
there a lack of appreciation of the
Professor’s concept of statistics and his
life-sized canvas in the minds of men
who organised the Symposium and may
shape the ISI of tomorrow?

These are stupid questions, ind#ed,
products of a  perverted mind, never
to be asked, for heaven’s sake, in polite
company. Mahalanobis may ery in pain
and shudder at the sigh of his brain-’

-child being outraged,. mutilated beyond

recognition. But, to the bhadralek, The 1...

genteel people, of the ISI,
dead, long live the king.
Is there a voice of protest) A voice
of protest, did you say?
should have known better: the ISI is

a mini-continent in a continent of Circe,

the king is

where the sorceress, by a magic flicker

E

of her finger, has turned men 'nto
herds of sheep.
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¢ Econoniic Theory and Planning:

! > -

- &mys in-Honour of A. K. Das Gupta
Et_ﬁted by Ashok Mitra -
Oxford University Press. 1974. Rs. 50

L .
Economic Theory and Planming is a

* collection of essays presented to Prof
A. K. Dasgupta on the occasion of his
seventieth birthday. From the list of
Prof Das-
gupta has long been taking a very active
interest in both ecomomic theory and
planning. Essays presented to him cover
precisely the same ground.
=« Some eight essays in the first section
deal with the central issues in economic
theoxy nowadays: the problems of value
and _movement of capital. Regarding
their position on' these issues, econo-
mists are now divided into two distinct

- camps—neo-classical and neo-Keynesian.

The present volume opens with an essay
from J. R. Hicks, the doyen of the neo-

preference and wel-
fare. ,

. It acquaints us with the fact that the
.celebrated Hicks-Allen endpavour was
prompted by Henry Schultze’s effort to
mcasure cross-clasticities straight from
the Marshallian approach to consumer
behaviour. The latter, Hicks realised,
was ill suited for their venture for the
simpﬁ reason that owing to his obsession

_with measurement of utility in terms of

marginal utility of money,
Marshall just could not take care of such

* phenomenon as income-effect which

. would figure as an important factor in

the Schultze business. He and Allen
adoptéd an ordinalised version of Pare-

* tian utility function, and thus their

analysis, Hicks felt, could be the right
kind of springboard for econometric jobs
such as measurement of cross-elasticities
and the like. But Samuelson offered
<he econometricians another springboard

in the shape of the so-called Revealed

~ Prefe®nce approach. Hicks then, in

1958, revised his earlier demand theory

“to state that the old springboard that

%he and Allen had engineered was still
gpod enough for the venture the econo-
FEBRUARY 1. 1975
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metricians are interested in. But since
the dust stirred up over the so-called
“integrability problem” has now settled
so that Hicks can say that it was after
all a mare’s nest, the difference between
the two competitive approaches of Hicks
and Samuelson is that between tweedle-
dum and tweedle-dee. The econome-
tricians, Hicks' public, can sure exer-
cise ‘their right of choicel to tell us
which of the two they are going to fall
for. Hicks sticks to his 1958 pesition
and expects others to follow suit.

" Hicks then proceeds to show how
his preference hypotheses can be more
meaningfully used in the problem of
measurement of social product. The
labour theory of value providing an al-
ternative measure, he says, rests on such
assumption that labour is the only fac-
tor of production and there are no eco-
nomics of scale. To his dismay he dis-
covers that the real world runs counter
to these hypotheses. Hicks then trium-

- phantly restates his measurement theory

of 1958 vintage, which is again his
over-comfensation  criterion  restated.
Naturally from this area, Hicks passes
on to welfare, where we have less of
analysis and more in the way of asser-
tion of faith. Now so far as these mea-
surement theories and ‘New Welfare
Economics’ are concerned, one knows
enough about them and will enjoy what
Hicks has written. But then we are
astounded that even Hicks should give
those arguments against the labour
theory of value. He happens to be
confused between two absolutely differ-
ent ideas—'labour as the only factor of
production’, the bourgeois vulgarisation
of the labour theory, and ‘labour as the
only human agent in the production
process’, the way Marx looks at the
problem. If one is over-interested in
the problem of movement, the present
reviewer can only refer to Passinetti’s
1973  January-April Metro-economics
article. Nagvi's essay in the present
. volume will help one to understand the
problem.

In his article Preference Ordering and
Economic Policy Meade tells us that
the days of the liberal economic theo-
rist are not really over. The economic
theorist can® contribute to the building
up of a good society. The latter “can
be built oaly on the basis of good citi-
zens who in the political arena will con-
sider what is distributionally fair as
well as an efficient set of laws and ins-
titutions to make the market work fair-
ly and efficiently”. There just could
not be a more apt putting of neo-classi-
cal faith. '

Joan Robinson, in her abdicattion of

neo-classical economics, starts out with
Kaldor's criticism of equilibrium  eco-.
nomics. She traces the development of
economic thought from Recardian po-
litical economy through Marxian critique
down to the stage of pure theory. The
latter, one knows, proceeds from a set of
hypotheses through to  deduction of}
some results without ever taking up the
question of comparing the results with
the reality. Marginalist Revolution—
circa 1870—the real beginning of pure

theory—dogged the issue of distribution

that Recardo and Marx were primarily
interested in and solely concerned it
self with  determination of prices in
terms of market-independent preferences
and technology and theory of distribu-
tion of prices. ;
out how this theory can be a powerful
tool of mis-education. Marxists, she

says, in their haste to refute this theory

insisted on Vol I Capitals
resulting

doggedly |
theme of overall exploitation

in an undialectical neglect of Volume

[II's analysis of prices, different from
values in Volume I, distributing surplus
value into non-wage income category-
From Marx’s theory of competitive ca-
pitalism one can proceed to the theory”
of monopoly capitalism cohsidering a
spectrum of profits. commensurate with
the monopoly power of firms.

Class-room Economics

Joan Robinson underlines the failure

of class-room economics to provide a
proper explanation for the existence of
positive rates of profit. Whatever expla-
tions are given founder on the fact that
the rate of profit is rising as capital per
man,
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She finally shows why the various
concepts of capital with the rate of profit
gravitating around it have been tried
out and sedulously taught both in the
mperialist West and in  neo-colonies
(India in particular). If by capital is
‘meant waiting, saving, finance or edu-
cation and technology, and if these alone
cater to increase output, countries wag-
Ing war on poverty must negessarily re-
quire them and pay the ‘appropriate’
price. Naturally pillage of the Third
World by the imperialist West is legiti-
;mised. However, some other countries

- outside the arena of interdependence
between neo-colonies and neo-imperialists

~ have made rapid strides Economi-
cally, culturally and socially without re-

~ course to foreign aid and thereby, have
called the bluff.

Naqgvi’s article on value and prices is
a lucid presentation of some impoprtant
theorems on the labour theory of value

. and relations between wage, profit, price

- and 6rganic composition of capital. As
a method of analysis. Naqvi constructs
simple numerical analogues to metrical
formulations and then passes on to more
rigorous proofs.. The exposition, simple
and elegant as it is, will surely answer
the need of those who emerge from J.
R.’s abdication ' of neo-classicism fully
convinced and are desperately in search
of a new parable,

Amartya Sen’s article on some debates
on Capital theory written 'in the form of an

imaginary dialogue between the Buddha
and Subhuti is a precise and comprehen-
sive account of the so-called two-Cam-
bridge debate. The same ground has
been covered by Harcourt, Kregel,
eic. One ahs to read ‘the present
article to see the difference. However,
one may not agree with him regarding
the consequence of polemic:  And in
fact when Subhuti asks what he has
gained other than debunking the nec-
classical use of capital as factor of pro-
. duction and the determination of the
. rate of profit by the so-called marginsl
product of capital, one is simply astoun-
ded. Is it not the same Subhuti who
began the discussion ‘saying  “despite
early doubts I have become lately “in-

. terested” in using an ‘aggregate produc-
tion function’. And I would ‘like’ te

“have the rate of profit in the economy

10
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determined by the marginal product of
capital” ©  Again debunking the neo-
classical use of capital is just a step to-
wards understanding the essense of capi-
tal —that it is a social relation and basis
of capitalist exploitation and it remains
to be seen whether one is prepared to
face this consequence of the polemic or
still tries to dodge the issue, as has been
done nicely is the present article.
Whatever damage has been done to
neo-classical logic scarcely ever dkters
some of our serious students of econo-
mics pursuing the neo-classical train of
thought. Ashoke Guha's article on over-
taking crithrion and P. Dasgupta’s on
optimum population policy are instances
of this exemplary devotion. In fact,
these two economists set up to Meade’s
dictum, trying their best to make thejr
contribution to the building of a ‘Good
Society’. For those who have a taste
for pure theory of economic policy, these
two articles will do. :

Amit Bhaduri’s essay on forced com-
mercialisation is an analysis of the nature
of the precapitalistic commodity production
system in India’s vast rural areas. The
kingpin of the entire analysis is the hy-
pothesis that the poor peasants tied to
landlerd - cum-moheylender-cum - trader
have perforce to sell a part of their pro-
duce or receipts in kind from sundry agri-
cultural work in order to pay for a part
of the past debt and essential non-crop
expenditure.  Uader the circumstances
they are finally left with an amount of
crop that is less than what is necessary
for bare subsistence and input require-
ment — the latter, in  case of
sharecroppers and owners of tiny plots.
Hence the need for further loans from
moneylenders for purchase of crop which
mmplies greater and greater participa-
tion on the part of the peasantry on the
market, to their economic ruination.
Phaduri insists that the terms of trade
between industry and agriculture are not
responsible for the phenomenon. It
can be explained in terms of the role
played by the merchant’s capital.

The present article being the continua-
tion of his previous discussion on the
stability of semi-feudalism only acquaints
one with the cash nexus of semi-feudal-
ism, but fails to identify the reasons for’
the phenomenon and hence the perpe-
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wation of semi-feudalism. What about_
the relationship of the indigenous mono-.
poly capital and its foster-father, foreign
monopoly capital, to agriculture and con-
sequenitial non-transformation of mer-, 2[
chant’s capital into producer’s capftal?
Ashoke Mitra’s sceptical note on*the
concept of equivalence in exchange’ seeks
to clarify the-concept of equivalence and
informs us that it may be difficul; fo
find an empirical corrplate of the con-~
cept for the insuperable problem of value-
judgment associated with it. He begins
with Marshall’s position on equivalence, .
passes on to Luxembourg’s idea of non-
equivalent jmperialist trade between in-
dustry and agriculture in socialist re-
gimes and its operational significance in
accelerating the price of socialist accu-

———

o LI R T

.

mulation.  As for the concept of equi- c
valence in  a - socialist  regimes 1_
Mitra rightly clarifies the point. that-froms §
mere worsening of the terms of -trade il

it is not correct to infer that exchange -
s non-eguivalent—a point that not only _
Preobrazhensky but later writers such as
Dobb, Leurin, Carr failed to appreciate.

To see if the exchange between industry di
and agriculture is non-equivalent; onen ¥ f
has to see if the rates of profit in indus- tr
try and in agniculture are different. This* kr
is what these authors never itried t6 ¥ g
study. Incidentally Mitra~suggests that su
equivalence in rate of profit on surplus co
value can in fact serve as the empirical "} b
correlate of the concept, although it has he
its own value-implications. ¥ me

Mitra dwells on an important issue, the

raised by Preobrazhensky whether non-}"
equivalent exchange between industry and-
agriculture is a method for socialist ac- i

cumulation. He answers this question Ma
in the affirmative and his reesons for so¢ 4 tive
doing lie in the differences in the savings tra
ratios obtaining in industry and agricul- .4 Eu
ture. This prescription is questionablg, em,

for this method may guarantee accelera- :

ted accumulation, but whether the accu- Th

mulation is socialist is another matter.

One has only to remember in this cong P‘l'a

nection the lessons from the histary of 7 I

the Soviet Union. N, pro
One more point before we.lea¥e this i

essay. It is not evident if Mitra pro-s Lief
perly appreciates Ma_rx's dialectical trea# Hii
ment of equivalence and njém-equivalen;e_ DII}I
in capitalism. Marx shows equivalen:e * |* the

3
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in capitalist exchange in terms of a uni-
que rate of profit in his price analysis
2\4i!ra’s criterion of equivalence). . But
is is appearance while the reality 1s
| non-equivalence, as shown in his *value
analfsis where it is pointed out that
the Yate of surplus value is the rate ,of
exploitation of labour, the only human
agent in capitalist production. %
The firstt section of the book ends with
AN interesting item.. Some preliminary
notes by Daniel Thorner on the princi-
pal modes of production analysed by
Karl ‘Marx.  Thorner was collecting
more infofmation about insufficiently

He felt that specific forms of feudalism
were so widely divergent that each one
: -oi them should be studied as a separate
category.  Then again development
Jdrom feudalism to capitalism has wide
L .

«anatfons, and there is no guarantee
that the capitalist order of economy will
emerge * from the - womb of feudalism.
“Semi-feudalism” may also be a category
which should he studied carefully. From
“Capitalism to Socialism” the course of
davelopment need not necessarily be uni-
form. Now that one has a ‘whole spec-,
trum of ‘socialist’ economics, one has to
know specific characteristics of this cate-
gory also. As the title of these notes
suggests, Therner wanted to study the
concept of reality or study of category
but reading these notes one gathers that
he was in fact interested in the treat-
ment g economic reality by various au-
thors. In Marx's Capital I, this distinc-
tién is only too evident. Marx’s study
of the bourgeois mode of production
qaptures the esdence of capitalism of
Marx’s time, and in the chapters on primi-
tive accurnulation in Capital, which only
trace the path by which in Western
Europe the capitalist order of economy
emerged from the womb of feudalism
we find a brief study of reality. Was
Thorner sure what he was after?

% 8 BN ¥T 8 ¢ ¥

s‘ltgfg‘a

.

e Q. W )

Planning & Public Policy
Essays in Section Two analyse the
‘problem of planning and public policy.
Th lir?l'ﬂu'ee essays respechvely by
Lefeber, Rudra and Islam discuss theory
agel practical difficulties of planning and
plag implementation. Lefeber discusses
!hé?failuu of the old paradigm of deve-

l FFERUARY 1. 1975,

characterised Asiatic and ancient modes. *

FKUNTIER.

lopment and focusses on the difficulties
of replication of experience of capitalist
countrfes in the ‘ungerdeveloped ‘third
world. He says that the Chinese ex-
perience may give birth to an alternative
paradigm. This study  is deliberately
superficial. Any in-depth serious study
of the development programmes which
are under way in the third world could
not but show that these programmes are

but elaborate covers for the ‘ruling clique’:

participation in the economic life of the
country in the interests of the comnrador
bourgroisie and hence there is hardly
any reason to think that successful com-
pletion of these programmes
would bring  morp  of the
amenities of life to people. The search
for,a newer paradigm is again a search
for a newer hoax. ‘Lefebre should under-
stand that just as Western experience
cannot be replicated if only for a reason
different from the one he would go with,
2o is also the Chinese experience of
planning because that presupposes the
“establishment of peoples” power throu-
gh armed revolution. Lefebre’s wrong
framework is . responsible for a gross
misappraisal of the Great leap Forward.
The present reviewer can only refer to
such studies as Wheelright and Macfar-
lane’s The Chinese Road to Socialism
Jan Myrdal's Report from Chinese
Village and Gun Kessle and Jan Myrdal's
China: Revolution Confinued and finally .
John Gurley’s celebrated study on Chi-
nese development strategy. :

Nurul Islam’s Planning and Plan Im-
plementation ‘enlarges upon the problem
of information and necessary statistical
cbstacles to implementation of plan. He
amply illustrates the article with refer-
ence to the problem of planning in Bang-
ladesh. While there is hardly anything
particularly  interesting in this article,
assumptions thatt foreign resources aye
conducive to economic growth—although
tacit in the present paper—can be made
by an apologist of neo-colonialism.

Ashoke Rudra’s essay on “Usefulness of -

Plan Models™ will be found particularly
useful by the students of planning in our
universities, who are taught to study
methods of planning and gloss over the
economy of planning.

" Dr Raj’s article on nationalisation of
banks in India begins with discussion of

various facts of monetary policy and
points out the imitations of banking legis-
lation and control in matters of mone-
tary policy. Hence the justification of
complete nationalisation of commercial
banks. Thereafter he tries to focus on
the success of the measure in terms of
indices such as rise of bank \deposits
and investment in priority areas like agri-
culture and small-scale operations. Rise
in bank deposits is a phenomenon cau-
sed by the steady expansion of govern-
ment expenditure. Since there has not
been any significant change in the rate
of the rise in bank deposits, this index
docs not give us enough information
regarding the impact of bank nationa-
lisation. So far as investment in agricul-
ture is concerned one finds that while
actual investment falls far short of
target figures, most of this investment
has inevitably gone to owners of large
farms. Fortunately for Dr Raj the dis-
turbing information has not yet reached
him that bank nationalisation has not
particularly been a boon to small indus-
tries or how the nationalised banks ac-
tually mop up rural surplus in order to
invest in speculative business in the ur-
ban ajeas or that nationalised banks are
really following in the steps of State-
owned non-banking financial institutions
in the matter of liberally inviesting in
monopoly business. Perhaps he could not
care less. After all, is not the Indira
regime a replica of the progressive bour-
geois whom Marx totally misunderstood?

Fiscal Policy Etc.

There are as many as four articles on
fiscal policy, tax-policy and investment
policy by Lakdawala, Gulati, Dantwala
and Bisaria, and then Prasad.
While Lakdawala’s article not only
does not contain anything substantial on
the subject of fiscal policy in India, one
finds that he has confused between the
instrument and the target. That apart,
the draft of the present article leaves
much to be desired. Gulati’s article
considers the impact of various tax-holj-
day programmes on employment. One
immediately discerns in his arguments a
vestigial trace of the neo-classical pro-
duction function appraoch. Dantwala
and Bisaria in their critiquk of Govern-
ment investment programme and its im-
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‘qualifications as well.
“ments that unless the macro-investment

 limits

pact on unemployment start from a sta-
tistical fallacy that, though according tc
census population has increased over a
decennial period, the total work force
has registered a slight decline. This they

‘observe, is due to the re-definition of
the total work-force in such a way that

those who are secondarily occupied are
not counted in.  They insist that a sound

.investment programme should take into

account not only the volume of unem-
ployment but age and sex composition,
regional characteristics, and educational
Dantwala com-

programme 15 ‘thoroughly disaggregated
and the factors mentioned above are
considered, it will not make any dent
in the unemployment problem. One en-
vies Dantwala’s complacency regarding

the kev to the solution of the unemploy-

ment problem. :
Pradhan H. Prasad's discussion on
to investrient planning is in a
sense a counterpoint to the Dantwala
and Bisaria thesis end brings to the fore
an important question “Development for
Whom*” He shows that investment in
agriculture has “only strengthened semi-
feudalism 'in rural areas. Again funda-
mental to his analysis of semi-feudalism
is the role of consumption loans and the
assumption that the earning of the jote-
dars from the semi-feudal mode would
be greater than that from the capitalist
mode. Hense the non-conversion of mer-
chant’s capital into producers’ capital. His
observations may be taken as an argument
for perpetuation of semi-feudalism. But
he has definitely clarified one very im-
portant point—that while the investment
programme will hardly benefit the under-
employed rural power, it would cater to
the village monewbags

The editor has surely done a fine job
in ‘pulling together some good papers
on very relevant problems of our time,
and Dasgupta festschrift will certainly be
regarded as a valuable addition to eco-
nomic literature.

For Frontier contact
POPULAR B;OOK STALL,
Near Bank of India, -
12
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Clipping '
A Big Pipeline

CHINA: China has just put into service
1152 kilometers |
long, it connects the oil-fields of Tashing
with the pomt of Shin-
Bay of Po Hai. It
northern

its first great pipeline:

in Manchuria
huangtao on the

crosses the provinces of

Liacning, Kirin and Hopei. The pipe-

line has been constructed in two stages,
the first part being started during the
the winter of 1970, the second par has
bieen completed this autumn. N The
pipeline. which is double throughout its
provided with 19

northern section, is
pumping stations
This achievement, underlines the New
China News Agency which gives the
“reflects the  excellent
situation of the Chinese petroleum pro-
duction”. [t is true that there has been
excellent progress in the course of the

last few years. Besides, the future
prospects are even more promising—
to such an extent that China, according
to Japanese experts, can be one of the
world's exporters of petrol.

Petrol is a relative novelty in China.
Only ten years ago, - production was
less than 10 million tons. Progress was
slow till 1970; since then it has in-
creased by leaps and bounds. Thus,
between 1972 and 1973, # has doubled,
reaching 60 million tons. Some West-
ern experts estimate that in 1974 it
was 80 million tons, which will put
China in the same rank with producers
like Libya or Abu Dhabi.

The outlook appears to be even more
bright, though the Chinese are main-
taining a total silence over this point.
The Japanese predict that the Chinese
production will reach 400 million tons
in 1980, that is to say, actually equal
to that of Saudi Arabia. But these pre-
dictions are received with some scepti-

information,

cism in the West where, taking account
of the eventual exploltahon of offshore
deposits in the Bay of Po Hai, it is con-
sidered that the Chinese will run in ;
the difficulty of finding equipmegt: ton §
develop its petsoleum, industry at. this “
pace. But have not the Chinese- often
surprised the experts?

. (Le Figaro, January 4, 1979‘)

Contemporary Artists of

Calcutta
SANDIP SARKAR

A NNUAL shows organised by the Art
academies in Calcutta can be com- |
pared to annual numbers or special issues* § .
brought out by leading dailies of the
city. A lot of money and effort is spenH -
but the net result is polished mmf ncrltv- ~
The Birla Academy’s annual exhlblhml.
January 9-25, was no exception,

One could see that the establlshed
young painters did not feel like partici-
pating. For instance Bijon Chaudhury,
Bikash sBhattacharya and Sunil Das
were conspicuous by their absence. Pra ?
kash Karmakar and Ganesh Pyné were
there with two exquisite paintings but
Rabin Mondal gave a sort of doodling -§:
to show that he is throughly disguated
with the judges who declared the prizes.
From the paintings exhibited one could *
see the trends of the younger genera-
tion of painters. In the past Mo de-
cades young artist would enthusiastically .
copy Picasso or Braque or one of the,”
modern masters, now-a-days they un-
ashamedly mimic Ganesh Pyne or Bikash' &
Bhattacharya. Many a young painter
is wedded to tempera because- of Pyne’s
suctess. Some even show a modicum
of competence. Among them Biswapaty
Maity showed a sense of composition and
intensity bf feeling while Asit Mondal
was rather sugarcoated. The only other
person who got away without being in-
fluenced by Pyne is Darmanarayan Dag §_
gupta who has taken over the miniature
artists’s craftsmanship and mlxe&-lt w1tl1
colourful fanasy. His woman ifi wl'ute 4
against the background of brown twin
mountains and a naked tree withowt
leaves which had green and red snakes
was compelling. ~ Manu Parekh sall *
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T
" blares wx;h mad trombones but is more
convmcmg .

“On the whole the sculpture "section
{ was far better. Bipin® Goswami’s re-
clining nude had a monumentak.quality
angl was one of lhe best exhibits we have
seeh for many - years.  Naturally the
blind judges did not award him the prize.
Ajit Chakravarti's ‘Birds of the Green
“Retreat’ was weak and insignificafit by
comparicion. Debabrata Chakravarti’s
‘Flight” was a copy of a well-known
sculpture done in Hungary. Manik Tal-
.ukdar showed his unlimited possibility
and Sudhir Dhar his fancy.

B. R. Panesar’s collages ‘Page from
Histroy' showed his imaginative flare for
arranging space and his feel for struc-
ture. Remananda: Banerjee’s graphic
““‘Alarm’ was particularly good and the
black and white drawing by Aloke Bha-

—~ ttdsharya had competence. /

Letters

Gandhiana
Thie letter, “Gandhiana™ (December

‘a book, The History Makers, is another
example of distortion of facts and
‘values. These excerpts from the book,
culled chaotically, are considered good
enough reason for Shukla to ask if one]
can have any doubt as to whom Gandhi

sa and served. He evidently sug-
. gests that Gandhi served “the established
mechanism of law and order”. But

is this the last. word on the subject?
Is. a -single scholar’s (though British!)
assessment sufficient to come to sweep-
ing conclusions about Gandhi’s role?
Moseover, it is doubtful if the excerpts
bear the inference drawn by Mr Shukla.

Of course, no one can accuse him of
“ablity or ambition to add to Gandhiana”,
whatever the term, used by him, may
mean. But he surely does not lack in
scholarly ambititon to destroy “Gandhia-

at— na”, if there is any. Unfortunately for
:“g s hire#the 1942 ring-leaders (J.P., Aruna,
WY 4Johia, Patwandhan)”, whom he wants
™4 to project as great heroes have, time
ithow? § ¢ and again, declared themselves to be
‘:‘tﬁi humble fol}owets of the man whom Mr
1475 FEBRUARY 1, .19?5

28) with a patchwork of quotations from
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Shukla is but to denounce, though in
mdependent India their role has been
far from inspiring. Only lately J.P. has
started making amends for his hereto-
fore reactionary role.

Mr Shukla has also said: “That Gan-
dhi’s influence was nil as far as our vast
buzeaucracy was or is concerned is a
patent fact of our history. By and
large that is irue of the police too.” But
who were the people on whom Gandhi
had influence? Is it not a fact that he
had influence over the “dumb millions"
of India and it is they whom he wanted
to serve?

One might as well ask Mr Shukla as
to whom he wanted to serve over a
year ago when he advocated that the
Centre, controlled by Mrs Gandhi and
her henchmen, should take over the ad-
ministration of Manipur which was then
under a non-Congress Ministry?

Or has he chosen Gandhi at this odd
hour to make an oblique attack on ].P.
and his movement in Bihar so as to
render much-needed succour to Mrs
Gandhi in her hour of great difficulty?

" One might also point out to Mr
Shukla that arrogance is no substitute
for clarity and objectivity.

Ramadhar
New Delhi

RWA Split

In the recent 5th conference at Anan-
tapur the Andhra Pradesh Revolutionary
Writers ~ Association = expelled sixteen
members from the organisation for anti-
Association activities and for indiscip-
line. They include former axecutive
members  Jwalamukhi, M. V. Ramana
Reddy, C. Satyam and a former Secre-
tary, Nikhileswar. The Association did
not consider their resignation letters rh-
futing the slanderous allegations of the
aforesaid members and reaffirmed its
faith in continued broadbased ofrgani-
sation of different revolutionary groups.

Secretary, Revolutionary Writers

Association, A. P,

A staleﬁent issued by 13 of the ex-
pelled members, including Jwalamukhi
and Nikhileswar, says in part:

-

i At

The Revolutionary Writers Associatiton

(VIRASAM, Andhra Pradesh) has not.

succeeded in playing a responsible role

as a broad-based mass

all-out exhibitionism of the Charu
Mazumdar faction.
platform to propagate the politics of
Charu Mazumdar. The so called “Re-
volutionary Students” released a pam-
phlet demanding the expulsion of writers
who opposed th

was thus predetermined. Accordingly,

even though, Jwalamukhi,” Nikhileswar -

organisation. -

The #ifth conference of RWA was an 2

faction. The action

It was used as a |

and the Guntur unit announced their re-

signations  openly before the delegates

in' the morning session of 14. 1.
Virasam  adopted a resolution

expel-

ling them.

The signatories appeal to the peoples’
writers and friends of literature to eva-
luate and review this phase of the histori- B |

~al split and also assess the "anti-peopte

role” of Virasam fdeely and objectively.

On Unity

I have gone through the article “On
Unity—A Response” (4-1-75) written

by Comrade Ashim Chatterjee. I broad-
ly agree with his criticism regarding SNS

and SG, and specially with the line of

the ‘Basis of Unity’ given by him. In

the programme placed by SNS and his
group, we find so many ‘revolutionary’
words. But is he or his group practi-

sing the same? What he is saying or -

writing is not being practised and again,
what he s practising is absent from what

he is saying and writing. This is one

of the main forms of opportunism and
revisionism.

What is the COC saying and doing?

Is it practising anything? How will it
find out the truth without going to prac~
tice?

Baldeo Smgli
Jharia
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l ON THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR _ i

[E El GREAT CONSTITUTION |

e

7 let us be vigilant

The Conctitution _of India represents and
oG N\ defines a way of life; the parliamentary

democracy that we have chosen in order
“to fulfil our goals....in order to secure

for ourselves justice — social, economic
and political. ;

L]

This way of life is under attack by those,

S among our own people, who do not like it.
They would not let it prevail, much less
; 16270 succeed. Theirs is another way of life —
r ; Igvl, ; disruption, desiruction, denigration,
o fascism.
75 Let us be vigilant. That is the price of
/? n : freedom and democracy.
Cagy; E’J li| PROTECT THE CONSTITUTION |
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