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END OF A STRIKE

ON May 27, the 10th death anniversary of Mr Nehru, the Action
Committee of the National Co-ordination Committee for Railway-
men’s Struggle decided to call oft the rail strike Unconditionally. The

. pertformance of tthe strikers was ‘“n sharp contrast with

The massive mobilisation of means of repressio”, backed by psychological
warfare based on lies anddecert, the enlistment of paid Congress volun-
teers and diverse ruffitans on a huge scale, the ruthless action against
the strikers and their families-—the 50,000 or so arrests, 10,000 dismissal
Pletices, 30,000 gvictions ¥rom quarters—all this could not curb the
determination of the workers at the initial stage. Many railway workers
left their colon’es and went into hiding,  pursued by police and para-
military forces. The older folk and the women and children left behind
lived in terror and resisted police and goonda attacks. Tt was leadership
that was lackirg. The 25-day strike by locomotive running staff inJuly—

August last year showed what leadersh’p can achieve, though their union.

was not recognised by the Government. But in the present case the
strikers did ror know wha; to do at the critical moment ; the ‘leaders
did not tell them.

The Goverrment had a provocatory plan which it carried out on a
war-footing - .Indeed, in breaking strikes ard in ‘law and order’ opera-

fions — and in nuclear explosion—it has achieved a high level of efi-

bureaucratic-military complex. This
efficiency, though, is mever scen ‘n action against profiteers, hoarders,
blackmarketeers, unscrupulous traders tn essentials a~d kulaks for the
simjple reason that these elements are acceptable to the Government as
part of the system thag feeds it. Tt is a pity,
leftisy parties wedded to psrliamentarism do Yot have any counter- plans.
On the

ciency and sophisticatton worthy of a

in a civilised manner, that Mrs Gandhi witll play fair. As the Government
resorts to massive a”d unscrupulous use 'of repression, they begin to
vacillate and whine buy they cannot organise any counter.action.
vesul; the workers are lefr to themselves and have to undergo a terrible
ordeal, The militants are sorted out

that of Ithe
faltering, equivocal leadership. They fought agatnst tremendous odds.

it is a scandal that the

eve of any all-Tndia acton, these old and bald heads in New
Delhi and State capitals take it for granted that the Government will act -

As a *

and ro¢ in jail or in the
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: .‘;pmless wﬂderness outs~de

-~ The Action Committee has spoken
~ of the enemy withiny It is a veiled
- reference to the CPI-domlnated
. AITUC which, two or three days be-
~ fore the strike wag called off, said
‘that the decision to withdraw ithe
strike could be taken by railwaymen,
~ group by group or zone by zone.
That was the last straw and the meY
~ still holdirg out knew that the hour
~of surrender had come. But the
other all-India trade union organisa-
tions . ca”not escape the blame Xor
‘the surrender. Now they would all
agitate, as they always do, for ‘no
victimisatton’, they would appeal for

Nuclear

Any concern | ‘that the ‘nlucbear
powers of the world, who also hap-
pen to be the Big Five of the United
Nations, may express ag India’s un-
derground nuclear test in the waste
of Rajasthan will be utwelcome in
India, Comment “n  America haf
- been raucous. It is illogical because the
‘U.S. has carried out the largest num-
ber of nuclear experimenits—539 by
~ the only country to have used the
~ the end of 1970—., besides being
- Bomb as a weapon of war. The
- other super-power, the Soviet Unio",
- has made no comment, though the
- Sovier Press and Radio have repeat-
~ edly—and rather lovingly—-recalled
- India’s assurace that the itest 'was
made for peaceful uses of atomic
‘energy. The first Indian satellite
and the rocket to fire it into orbit
are being mamufactured in the Soviet
- Union, and it may be presumed with
~ reasomable certitude fthat TIndia’s
nuclear plans are no¢ unk"own to
T .§ovlet Union. The Soviet coniri-
E bution to India’s nuclear capability
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is not known, but if Indian rockets
- can be manufactured in the Soviet
= Union why no; Indian nuclear de-
~ vices? An Irdia with nuclear teeth
 will be a more useful ally of the
Sovietr Union in “collective defence”
* against China. This possibility not-
- withstanding China has taken it

pity and compassion, and no; strug-
gle for acceptance of the demands
of railwaymen. Thke Government
would make I'mited gestures while
taking the sternest action against the
hard core of the strikers. Drawing
on Jts experience, it will further
streamline its strategy and tactics of
war against the masses bu¢ the op-
positto parties will keep on using
the old methods because they want
to play safe. What happened 1n

Kharagpur on Tuesday is a warning
that workers will nog take everything

lyirg down. Also, that the authori-

ttes will let hell loose.

Hazards

cool; it has shown no iviclination to
be in jitters. -

It is claimed tha¢ there has been no
radioactive fallouy and the explo-
sion in - Rajasthan was  ipractivally
clean unlike our politics. From the
device to the Bomb of course
is a  process that  will be
longer 1f a sophisticated de-
livery system hag to be built. For
distant countrfes the Rajasthan ex-
periment holds no fear as yet.. The
countries of South Asia stand on a
differenit looting though  Acquisi-
tion of nuclear might by India will
upset them and tension in the region
will rise to an u’precedented level.
How India can reassure them ‘s a
difficult problem of diplomacy. Mrs
Gandhi has written a charming letter
to the Pakistan Prime Minister who,
however, may not be quite eager to
accept everythitig she gays at 1ts fape
value, particularly when even the
big powers have not been able o
use nuclear explosions for peaceful
purposes.

Some of the bitter critics of the
Indian experiment are also the ma-
jor ard-givers of India. Official spokes-
men have said that not a single paisa
in foreign exchange has been spent
on the experiment whose total cost
was & ‘paliy fum 'between Rk, 10/
lakhs and Rs. 30 lakhs ! Even without

)

trying to refute these claimg the aid-
giving countries may turn the ‘screw
on Indiz by choking the flow~Tf_
they do it—our hunch is they wojt
for geopolitical teasoms the Gov-
ernment in New Dellu will be forc
ed to recopsider is prioritsss.  Should
a Government hich ca™mot main-
tain the vas: :sz:—:'Eti of #; people -
on a subhuman level without sizable

foreign assistance toptitee with its -
nuclear frogramme which bas al-
ready eaten op Some R_. 208 gores?
Whether Ind

credit p'xa

cal decision.

country can ignore t

India s not Chima & And in
making the d iew Delhi rfF oo

bear in mind 1t comment of the
Calcutta frus  we ri:r tha: he- does

not know anythinz of the Rajasthan
experiment doss no: care.

An Oily Deal

It i5 a hittle hard 1o ~':z:e the ce7se

of satisfaction 2t Delhi  has
expressed at the a ts ¢ hass
now entered ints h American *
groups for offshore explorafon at
the Bengal a™d Kuich basins. Tge
terms, it has been said. are more T2-
vourable than (hose second for
instance by Indonesia and Britai?

Admittedly in the circumstances they
are nearly the best tha; the country
could expect. The provisions- re-*
lating to cost sharing, risk bearing,
duration of the contract and sharing
df crude are certainly as good as
New Delhi will Tke them to be.
But there is no mistakine that the
tune has bees called by the foreign
collaborators. They  have obviously
baragained from a position of
strength which is but natural: #Ve
have got to pay the price for the
insensate neglect of oil exploration
for nearly. the whole of the 1960s
and the early 1970s. A curious ‘deo-
logical fixation, together with ra“k
callousness, has resulted in loss of
several valuable years and in a con-
dition when the ecotomy does not .

o I ]
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Lnow how to face the oil crisis. The
counjry could have certainly secured
uch better terms if such contracts
were signed in,’ say, the early 1960s
1en a series-of exploration successes
had fraised ‘ts stock ‘substantially.
But we have missed the bus and are
now left stranded as even countries
like Indonesia have forged ahead.
0il exploration, particularly in
offshore ateas, is a highly risky, spe-

E . culative’ operation, and few govern-

ments can have the expertise or the
resources for it. It is a job best done
by specialist and even highly deve-
loped countries are constrained to
seek foreign assistande. But in In-
dia’s case there is a danger in all
this. In all, nive areas excluding the
Bombay High are Intended to be
offered to foreign parties. And as-
suming that oil s struck in all or
Jeast most of these places,—which
itself will be an extremely lucky

§  thing for.the counury—foreign in-

 serets will come to hold a dominant
influence over the oil industry. The
so-called built-in safeguards will
- hardly suffice to stand up to the
combined pressure of this lobby. If
=il is not struck, then also India will

e to depend on foreign companies
who, in any case, will thug come to
L weild excessive importance, Could
= mot New Delhi even at this late
. Seage “try to develop its own explo-
| aton agencies—with aid from the
World Bark and the like—to take
gharge of .prospecting in some of
shese promising areas?

Frontier contact :

" SUNIL KUMAR MOHANTA,
'mlecter_a'te Compound.
 Balurghat, :

Dist. West Dinajpur.
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Hunger-Strike

A -corresondet writes :

Several political ' prsoners have
gone On an indefinite huviger-strike
in various jails of West Bengal since
May 17. Their demard include re-
cognition  as | political Iprisoners,
granttng of political stajus, permis-
sion to read all legally published
hooks and magazines, repudiation of
all black acts like MISA, DIR, PVA

etc. On the eighth day of their hunger-

stitke, the condition of seven prison-
ers was very critical. Amo”g ‘tdem
are Santosh Rana, Nemai Ghosh,
Badal Ghosh, Basu Ghosal, Supro-
santo Halder, Ashim Chatterjee, and
Jangal Santhal.  Their blood pres-
sure and pulse bit wave fallen to 90

60 mm. Hg. ard 40/min., respecively.

Forced feeding by the authorities has
made the situation worse. Iff this
situation continues, these ts a strong
possibility that the strikiteg - prisoners
would be pe permanently paralysed
or = die. Representatives of the
APDR, Legal Aid Comm'ttee and
Committee for Fighting against tde
Parvatipuram Conspiracy jCase mect
tse Jail M:nister on the 17th bug to
no avail, A joint procession was
also taken out by the three organisa-
tions on May 22 in supporg of the
striking  prisorers. To carty the
struggle forward and bring ipressure
on the Government, relatives and
friends lof poliifical pirisoners were
to start a relay hunger-,striike Wirom
May 29 at Esplanade East The
Secretary General of the UNO, and
Amnesty Irternational have already
been told of the alarming situation
prevailing inside the jails.

Democratic and  freedom - lovitg
people should stand by the fasting
political prisoriers and demand that
the Government immediately con-
cede their just demands to save
them from death.

‘The Captains* of
Industry’ Meet

FroMm A CORRESPONDENT

THE avnual meeting of the Fede- =
ration of Indian Chambers of |
Commerce and Industry this year
played out in the open what had
been Mostly 'behindthedkage deveq,
lopments in economic events. It
seemed that the FICCI never found
the Government so inclined, as JoWs
to accept, with sweet reasonableness,
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the prognoses and the dictates care =
fully couched, of course, iy the Vo~ =
cabulary of the sophisticated techno- |
cratic planning; nor, would it seem, =6

the Government ever found more
sympathetic comrades-in-arms. Their
analysis of the present economic.
crisiy offered bug little. Both were
perturbed by the growing ‘politics
of disruption ; both emphasized short-
ages of energy, ard industrial raw ma-
terials and dislocation of the tratsport
system as the main causes of indus-
trial stagnatio, Both underlined the
imminent requirements of production
ard ihe crucial importance of cof-
trolling inflation through retraint
on food prices. Mrs Ganidhi, ad-
dressing the opening day’s . sessios,
expressed appreciatior of the Yact
that the speech this year of the Fe-
deration Preident, Mr Chara;y Ram,
was not an enumeration of griev-
ances but had dealy with the pro-
blems of today’. Each appeared to
be so much the benign spirig of
outual accord that it almosy seemed
as if the transcripts of the speeches
of Mrs Gandhi avd Mr Charat Ram
could have been accideritally inter-
changed. The latter could have been
displaying our planners’ verbage (al-
though, interestingly enough, the
existerce of the Fifth Plan was not
much noticd during the meeting ex- |
cept occasional references) when he
declared that the question was mot
of choosing between economic growth
and social equity but of economic
growth being so directed as to lead to ~
larger , ‘employment opportunities.
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8
and moderating of disparitieg in ‘n-
come. He even attacked the concept
- of laissez faire and elaborated at
~ some ' length his suppory for the
garibi hatao policy”.
Mrs Gandhi, however, wag con-
| cerned with the pressing needs of
~ the present (although the unmistak-
- able emphasis was on the political
situation) —higher productioni—and
called for restraint on unjproductive
| consumption (conspicuous consump-
tion’ and jewellery by now almost
teduced to the profanity of a slogan).
i~ She appealed to the businessmen to
' | evolve a code of conduc; and to
~ adopt some means of penalising
those who failed to conform io “busi-
Diess lethicd”. (There (could be no
| better appreciation by the Govern-
| ment and the FICCI of each other’s
. +philosophy of action and ethics).
. As to the trouble of the present
. | times, apart from haranguing agaivst
. the handful of people exploiting
. the good intenltions of idealist stur
dents for mefarious purposes and
| drawing into the fray some sections
I | of the working classes, she philoso-
. phized on the meta-forces of histori-
- cal destiny. All over the world hung
- a heavy gloom of anxiety. Had the
. Pole Star moved? “The affluent fear-
 ed for their prosperity and the poor
- whose progress was never smooth
- were finding the gointg tougher, How
_ inevitable all this must seem when
- “as scietice moves forward, the tech-
- nology grows, so does the side and
~ domplexity of our problem”. True,
- the Jdevelopivg ‘countrjes (had “dis-
- covered” that the operations of the
. market system resulted in unequal
i development. But before you draw
- the lesson, note: Had not the cen-
trally planned economies too  dis-
covered at last tha; ‘profit surpluses’
. are an index of efficiency in the ma-
- nagemeng of scarce resources? Hence,
behold; all roads lead inevitably to
. the rationality of profit maximiza-
tion avd the ultimate solace is to be
- drawn from ¥wcreasing produdion.
Logically enough, Mrs Gandhi ap-
 pealed to the private industry’s ‘ns-
| tinct for profit maximization and
- coaxel gently: Now that ihe licens-

TR

z\..&.

'FRONTIER |

ing procedure had been streamlined’
and industrial policy rationalized it
was upto the private sector to come
forward to inveg; in ifidustries which
were vital to the ecotomy and which
were open to it. Would it no; be
also clear, by and by, tha; what is
‘vital’ is a definitioral convenience
and what is ‘open’ is bu; a malter
of raising the shutters which requires
but gertle pushing? Mrs Gandhi,
with her. usual candour for making
well-timed confessions, agreed that
the administered prices had been less
flexible than industry wished, that
economy had been held up by short-
ages, by inefficiencies and what was
needed was a powerful shot in the
arm of production,

The FICCI showed a considerable
degree of positive optimism ; capital
that was going so shy and recalci-
tralt in the recent past could be
coaxed into making a boller and
willing appearance provided certain
constraints  were removed without
delay. Mr Charat Ram, in his pre.
‘sidential address projected tray if
some of the more serious constraints
were removed forthwith, industrial
production could grow by 10 per
cent. Mr A, K Jain went to 'the
extent of declaring that ‘“resources
had never been the problem for the
plans in the couriry because none
of the previous plavs had founder-
ed for lack of it’. (Could Mr
Chavan hope for better? He be-
lieved that with an extensive scheme
of reforms, contimuation of develop-
ment rebate, abolition both of surtax
and res'rictio™s jon interconporate
investments, rebates on shareg of new
dnvestmeni, raising of income tax
exemption limits etc., the inwestment
target of the Fifth Plan 'would be
well within reach.

The discussion on tremoval of res.
traints underlined ‘the importance of
increasing  agricultural production.
Mr Chara; Ram pleaded for the al-
location of the country’s best ‘mana-
gement resources’ to agriculture and
of foreign exchange and raw mate-
rials to industries basic for agricul-
tural production. The key words
were Management and Technology

AR e g L L

again, although there was no search-
ing as to how the green revolution
had ‘urned prematurely grey. Myg
Gandhi was warmly congratulated for™ 4
the bold steps to end 'the whéht
take-over but of course ; industry
could not afford rutaway food prices
So the traders were reminded of their
ethical responsibility. The shortfall
in the country’s achievements was
attributed,  apropos the ' resurging
spirit of nationalism, to uncritical -
acceptance in the past of foreign
concepts and  organisation—Ameri-
can and Russian patterns of ‘gigan-
ticism’ and ‘centralism’. “What was
important”, declared Mr Charat Ram
1 promoting production was nog to
whom the State allocates the task of
development and exploitatiori of any
particular resource and industry but
that developmen; should proceed
apace and unabated. The emphasis
should ibe on “quick decisions™
Indeed, shortages especially in crucial
sectors like power and coal could Le
removed if the private sector is per-
mitted to give the country the bene-
fits of its efficieng management.

The industrialists also proposed
that, in the interes; of accelerating
jproduction, an industrial trude for -
five years should be declared. There
had to be rethinkirg on the concept
of ‘large houses’ in industrial licens-
ing as with high prices, high cost of
Investment only large houses could
urdertake large projects. This call-
ed for suspension of the Ac; regard- -
ing monopolistic trade practices. -
Mr Charat Ram made a special plea
that the government policy should
be designed to encourage ‘mport
substitution, in addition fo streng-
‘thening of export promotion. Mrs
Gandh?, in reply, assured him that

.

For Frontier contact
MANITHAN, i

No. 2, Méngesh Street, .
T. Nagar,

Madras - 17.




zed it would be so. Of course,

. was neither the occasion nor the

2ce o question what repercussios

drive for import substitution and

~ &wporg promotion: per se may have

w2 the pattern of industrial produc-
gon and distribution,

—

& Quick Action

That the Governmerk hag mnot
Besn 100 slow to act on lthese sug-
@=stions ald possibly in some cases
e proposals were but formaliza-
ons of trends already. in sfride was
from pieces of rews that apr
cared in the same week. It was re-
ed that the U.P. Government
8ad already allowed ‘an umco-ordi-
=d private sector plan  emerging
iom the local corporate thinking of

P.s industrial executives” to gene-
I3iE power on a cooperative basis,
long-term  firance from the
overnment. The tariff rates were
be decided upon by the irdus-
The Economic Times re-
“Under the guise of diver-
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s@cation of productior the Centre
e lmderstood to  have decided to
»dify the idustrial policy resolu-

d Son. The new scheme to be an-
g anced soon will permit carbon
X * a alloy steels now reserved for the
te public sedtor to be rolled by the
pt mivate sector steel units”. It was
s- &5 o reported that although the de-
of gon on th’s was taken some time
d % and a gazette Totification from
11- #8e Ministry of Industrial Develop.
d- was on fts way, veither the
Bs. ster of Ividustrial Development
lea of Steel and Mines had taken Par-
ild sment ivto confidence to  explain:
ot = “mplications of 'this move when
ag- g srants, camc ujp for discussioM.
Irs such an erosion of policies
hat
ar Frontier contacy
é - ~
PRAKASH,
rar, .
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. jection to the

may nog be exceptiomal® is hinted at
in a letter reportedly from Justice
Nain, the Chairman of lthe Monio-
polies Commission, addressed to
the Governmefit raising 'strong ob-
‘Government’s satc-
tionirg licences to companies be-
longing to' large industrial houses
and dominant undertakings, bypass-
ing the Commission which was
“without work”. (Economic Times,
April 19).
Addressing fthe FICCI, Mr C.
Subramaniam, Minister for Iridustrial
Development, gave the assurance in
Do uncertain terms thag the Govern-
menkt had already enunciated its policy
towards the monopoly houses ‘a"d
foreign companies a year in advarice
of the fifth plan a~d the policy
would remain stable at least during
the plan. He #furlther agsured §i"w
dustry that despite the. great strain
on foreign exchange sources, the
Government would cater fully to the
industry’s currentt years' requirements
and the industry should not upset its
long-term pla®. He further said
that schemes of adminlistered
prices and distribution would be
evolved in consultation with the

FICCIL.

Indeed, the stage has been set, if
would seem, for an honourable a d
holy alliance. Tt wag left to the Uni-
on Minister for Heavy Industries,
Mr. T. A. Pai, to call for an end’
industrial class (T)
bletween ‘Industr¥es as beirp: large,
medium and small and between the
(Econo-

to distinctio™s

public and private sectors.
nomic Times, Alpril 22). Prolfera-
ting of meanings attached to words
a"d of words themselves—.

It would appear that we have al-
most reached a new concep; of ‘class-
less’ society of socialistic vintage.
Despite all the rampant chaos i the

economy perhaps what {5 lemerging

* sharply is the unmaski™g of the rul-
f‘ng Classo

=y

The Rarlwa»y Smk

A Statement

The trick that the Government is
playing is that to the people #m Nort
[ndia they have been saying that
trains 1 South, East and West are
moving well; to the jpeople in South
they say that trains i~ East, West
and North have been ru'“'ning nor-
mal’, and to the people in the West
they are talking just the same, and so
on and so forth. It is not ,p(}sslble
for an - ordinary man to go and
verify and to form any impression. :,tg
Over Rs. 6 lakhs have so far been
spent on newspaper advertlsements
alorie, and to confron; the strike the =
budget ‘s about Rs. 20 crores. +

The North Indiaw fpress is full OF 1
news that traing are moving in near
normalcy in ‘the Bombay region. But :
when T wert there T found that the |
strike was complete and absolultely '3
successful. T also had been to. Hary=
ana and Rajasthan. There also the con-
ditiong are just as in Bombay. The
Railway authoritles are usivg their
gazetted stac to run trains. Tn some =
iplaces policemen are also on the job.
They have also brought in some peo-
ple from industry and other sectors.
As a result very frequert and serious
accidents are 'taking place, and only
few of them are finding a 4place in
the news. The governmen is sprea-
ding canards of sabotage ard intimi-
dation. - During our meeting of the
18th with the Prime Minister she
started by saying ‘that sabotage has
beivg done and loyal workers were
being Intimidated. Wher I ask-
ed her ¥ she could give definite
and specific first-hand informatio”,
she remained silent. The Coordina-
t’on Committee’s circular, which has }
been meligiously adhered to by the
workers, absolutely puts a ban oum
sabotage and all that. 1f there is
any sabotage that is being organised °
by the Government. Tt is using
agents provocateurs and black leg’s
to do it.

What actually the Prime Mﬂﬂuster
said is “We are landed im this pre-
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 could be geen from

- Labour
- clearly reads as follows :

~is the supply of

- a niegotiated

_sent trouble because we accepted cer-
. tain settlements In

the past”. She
said that it is not possible for her
to sit for negotiations because, she
feels, that if she sat for negotiations

 the strike may aggravate arid more
- demands will come. She went Teheral

where she met American stalwarts. It
there that she
wrote a letter stating that no bonus

- will be allowed to railwaymen. O"c

of the demands ©f the railwaymen
is reed-based wage, pending palrity
with public sector undertakings. For
this the resolution uvtanimously adop-
ted at the 15th Session of the Indian
Conference  (July 1957)

“With regard to minimum wage
fixation it wag agreed that the mini-
mum wage was a need-based one
and should ersure the minimum
human needs of the industrial worker
irrespective of any other covsidera-
tion”. T¢ was a governme’f meeting

. in which all the Mirtigtries of the
- Central Government a™d all the State

Governments partfcipated. Sarvasree

Guljarilal Nanda, the then Labour
- Mtnister,
- Finance Mivister, Jagjivan Ram, the

Morarji Desa§, the thev,

then Railway Minister, Lal Bahadur
Shastri, Swaran Singh, K. C. Reddy,
Abid Ali and above all Lalit Nara-
yan Misra, the present Railway Minis-
ter (the them Parliamentary Secretary

| TLabour and Employment) participa-

ted.
Another demand of the railwaymen
subs:dised - food-

grai’s. This is the thing which the

. British did durivg the whole of the

Second World War. Even the pre-
sent Minfister ~for Steel and
Mineg has promised to supply subsi-

~ dised food-grains to the workers of
_jpublic urdertakings. Then why this

discrimination ? ;

The Railways were never serious
about genufne  Tegotians 0T
settlefent  for
various reasons. On April 7, 4 days
before even the negotiations started
atid more than a month before the
date of strike, the Ministry of Home

. Affairs sent out secret circulars and
_inl one of them It stated:

“One of

6

the important ingredients of effect-
ive actiom will be the arrests and
removal from the scene of their ac-
tivities of persons who otherwise
would either contribute to the success
off the strike.. or preate serioug law
ard order problems. It will be ap-
preciated that the timings of such
preventive arrests should be neither
premature ror late” and “The pro-
visions of the Maintena™ice of Inter-
nal Security Act could be profitably
invoked while mundentaking preverit-
ive action. Section (i) (a)- (iii) spe-
pifically enables detention of avy
person with a view to ‘preventing him
from acting in any mavner prejudi-
cial to maintenance of services es-
sential to the Community.

Order oWe were passed on to District
Mag’straltes {'for orgarising eviction
of striking railway workers’ families

and then on April 25, cir-
culars went  out author’sing
the executives to oreate  black

legs. Although the Railways are very.
reluctant to pay Rs. 85 lorores -as
bonus, they have so far spent at least
Rs. 20 crores to break the g¢rike. And
the material loss in cash and kind is
beyond calculation. Ag early as
April 27, in order (o amtagonise the-
travelling! (public, they pancelled as
mamy as 200 passenger trains. They
never meant a negotiated settlement
and wanted a showdownl

Tht Publid Accounts Cmmittee
(1973-1974) has reported the follow-
ing: 1,39. The Commitfee note with
concern that during 1971-72, the in-
ventory holdings of the Railways in-
creased to Rs. 149.6 crores as against
Rs. 129.8 crores at the end of 'the pre-
vious vear. (.40) iInventory holding
on the Indian Rlys is too high, inas-
much ag it is over 50
anrual issues as against 33 per cent
in Canadian Railways. The value of
surplus stores included in the balance
under  stores in stock has gone up
197172y from Rs. $08.6 lakhs to
Rs. 670.3 lakhs.

.. The Railwavs are “ncurring an
annual loss of about Rs. 35 crores
on' the carriage of 17 low rated com-
modities because the tariff rates in
these cases do not even cover the

mer cent Of -

cost of transportation. In the list of - -
these commbdities were sugarcane, '
bamboo, |oil seeds, molaeses -etd.
............ ithey do not see any *ean_
son why industrial raw materialy
should be transported at a loss.

..it is imperative to augmeng re-
venue by improving the carrying ca-
pacity of the coaches and wagons.
Since 1940 very slight improvement
in the ratio of fare weight 'to the pay
loads had been effected by altering
the des‘gns of B. G. wagons and coa-
ches.

Referring to certain equipment,
IBM (Accountancy) equipment, the.
Committee says “it is interestng to
find that the CIF cost of these equip-
ment was declared ag Rs. 6.14 lakhs
by the arm ard the hire charge was
declared as Rs. 6.14 lakhs by the
firm and the hire charges paid up to
June 1972 worked out to Rs. 50.17

Referring to the purchase of 3
disc. packs (IBM Comijpany automas-s
tion) the Committee has this to say:
The payment was made in November
1966 at the rate of Rs. 3712 each
equivalent to the firms, ratalogue
price of $400. The agreement provided .
for the payment at the firm's establish-
ed price at the time of delivery’or ”
the catalogue price whichever was
lower. The ‘term “‘established-priee”
had however not been defined i the
agreement. It is subsequently noticed
that the prices of these disc packs.
shown by the firm ‘n the bills of ™
try ranged between 265 and 275 DM
(Rs. 498 and Rs. 517-. A5

The Central Police cost 1950-51:
3 crores, 1974/75:169/04 crores, In-
come Tax arrears of rich people 900
crores, Defence cost 500-}600 crores.
PM’s meeting .security cost 85,000.
Maintenance of each Central Minister
50,000-70,000p.m. Nehru used to take
a few seats in a plane for trips abroad.

Jyotirmoy Bosu, MP.
(This statement was issued before
the strike was called off).

Our sole agent in Bangladesh .
CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR
14, Banglabazar
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_ he Nixon Papers—II

March 21, . 1973—Nixon, Dean
D—The reason that I thought we
susht to talk this morning is because
&+ conversations 1 have the impres-
‘gon that you don’t know everythirg
1 know and ‘t makes i¢ very difficult
for you to make judgments that only
you can make on some of these things
- 2ad I thought that..

P—In other words, I have to know
why you feel that we shouldn’t unra-
" 3¢l something ?

_ DLet me give you my overall

P_In other words, your judgment
2s 10 where it stands, and where we
_will go.

D—1I think that there is no doubt
~ahout the seriousness of the problem
fo've got. We have a cancer with-
close to the presidency, that is

h erowing daily.. .
e It's compounded, growing 'geome-
led . . wically now, because it compounds it-
sh- w«lf. That will be clear if I, you
or ‘know, explain some of the details of
ot ‘why ig is. Basically, it is because we
* eve being blackmailed; people are
he Soing to start perjuring themselves
xed very quickly that have {pot had to
ks . perjure  themselves to [protect (other
e 4 seople in the line And there is no
)M, - assurance.. .
31 P—That that won't bust?
In: ~ D—Thag that won’t bust. So let
900 me give you the sort of basic facts,
\res. talking first ‘about the vWatergaiat;
300. 2ad then about Segretty and'then
Yister about some of the peripheral items
take nat have come up.
road. First of all on the Watergate; how
W . it all start, where did it start? -
ore OK. It started with an nstruction
s me from Bob Haldeman to see if
—_— ‘we couldn’t set up a petfectly legiti-
h mate “campaign intelligence operation
o= wer a; the reelection committee. Not

Beipz in this business, I turned -to
semcbody who had been in this busi-

- mess, Jack Caulfield. I don’t remem-

1974
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. The Two Meef Again

ber whether you remember Jack or
not. He was your origiral body-
guard before they had the candidate
(protection, an old city policeman.

P—Yes, 1 know him.

D—Jack worked for, John and then
was transferred to my office, I said,
Jack come up with a plax that, you
know, a normal Imfiltration, buying
information from secretaries and all
that sort of thing. He did, he put
together a plans. I¢ was kicked
around. I went to Ehrlichmany with

‘it. I went to Mitchell with it, and

the consensus was that Caulfield was
not the man to do this,

In retrospect, that might have been
« bad call because he s an incre-
dibly cautious person and wouldn’t
have pup the = situation where it ’s
today. After rejecting that, they said
we still need sometithing so I was told
to look around dfor someone who
could go over to 1701 and do this.
That is when I came up with Gor-
don Liddy. They needed a lawyer.
Gordon had an intelligence back-
ground .from his FBI service. I was
aware of the facy that he had done
some extremely sensitive things for
the White House and he had appa-
rently done them well. Goitg out
in Ellsberg’s doctor’s office. ...

P—-Oh, yeah.

- D—And things like this. He work-
ed with leaks. He tracked these
things down, so the report that I got
from Krogh was that he was a hell
of a good man and not only that, a
good lawyer and could set up a pro-
jpper  operation. So we talked *o
Liddy. He wag interested in doing
1t.

I took Liddy over to meet Mit-
ichell..  Mitchell thought highly of
him because Mitchell was partly 1m-
volved n his cominrg to the White
House to work for Krogh. Liddy
had been at Treasury before that.
Then Liddy was told to put toge-

“over and see Liddy’s plan..., :‘*;

would run an intelligence operatiom.
This was _after he was hired ov

there at the committee. Magruder
called me in January of 1972 an
said 1 would like to have you come

“You come over to Mirchell
office ard sit in a meeting wher

the man, but if you want me there
I will be happy to. So I came over '
and Liddy laid out a million dollar
plan that was the most incredible
thing 1 have ever laid my eyes on—
all in codes, and itvolved. black bag
operations,  kidnapping, prowd.mg:g

{prostitutes to weaken the opposition, |
bugging, mugging teams. It was just |
an ‘ncredible thing. Ry

P—Tell me this, did Mitchell go
along ? =

D—No, No, not at all. Mitchell just
say there puffing and laughing, I could
tell from—after Liddy lefi the office
I said that is the most incredible thing
I have ever seen. He said, I agree.
And so Liddy was told to go back in
the drawing board and come up with
something realistic. So there was
a seco”d meeting. ‘ E

They asked me to come over o
that. I came into the tail end of the
meeting. 1 wasn't there for the first.
part, 'I don’t know ‘how long the
meeting lasted. At this poi“tt, they.
were discussing again, bugging, kid-
napping and the like. As this point
I said right i front of everybody,
very clearly, I said. “These are nOt
the sor¢ of things that are ever to be.
discussed in the office of the Attorne
General of the United States—that
was where he still was—and 1 am|
personally ivcensed”; and 1 am try-
ing to get Mitchell off the hook. He%

‘s a nice person and doesn’t like to
have to say “No” when he is talking
with pegple he is going to have tc
work with.

P—Thalls right. , i =

D—So I let it be known. 1 said:
“You all pack that stuff up avd gei
it the hell oug of here. qui*1

]
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- played and whay it
- They came up, apparently, with ano-

- just can’t talk this way in this office
- and you should, reexamine your whole
_thinking.

~ P—Who all was present;

¢ D—It was Magruder, Mitchell,
~ Liddy and myself. 1 came back
right after the meeting and told Bob,
- “Bob, we have a growing disaster on
. our hands if they are thinking this
~ way, and I said: The White House

. has gor to stay out of this and I,
. frankly, am not going to be involved

in v,

He said: “I agree, John”. I thou-
ght at that -point that the thing was
| turted off because it was an absurd
| iproposal.

P—Yeah.
~  D-—Liddy, I did have dealings with

' him afterwards and we never talked

- about it. Now that would be hard
~ to believe for some people, bug we
never did. That ig the fact of the
- matter.

falking with
- him about other things.

D—We had so many other things.
P—He had some legal problems

E‘—'ioo‘. But you were his adviser. And

I understand you had conversations

. about the campaign laws, etc. Halde-

|| man told me that you were handling
i 'f'ajl of that for us.

[t D—Now. So L'iddy werty back
 after that and wag over ar 1701. The

Go ahead.

committee, and this is where I come
info having put the pieces together
. after the fadt as to what I can puit
| together about what happened. Liddy
| sat over there and tried to come up

'7{: |\ with another plan that he could sell.

They were talking to him, telling

: " him that he wag putting too much

-money in it. I don’t think they were

W idiscounting the illegal points. Jeb

~ Is not a lawyear. He did not know
whether th’s i the way the game was
was all about.

. ther.plan, but they couldn’t get it ap-
. proved by anybody over there. So
| Liddy and Hunt apparently came to
' see Chuck Colson, and Chuck Colson
| picked up the telephone and called
. Magruder and said: “You all either
. fish or cut bait. . This is absurd to

. have these guys over there and not

8
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using them. If you are not goi’'g
to use them, I may use them"”, ‘L hings
of thig nature. =

P—When was this?

D—This was apparently February
of 1972.

P—Did Colson know what they
were lalking about?

D—1 can only assume, because of
his close relationship with Hunt, that
he had a damn good idea what they
were  talking  about, a  damn
good 1idea. He would probalbly
deny it today and probably get away
with  denying it. Bur 1 still—
unless Hunt blows on hem.

P—But then Hung rsn’t enough,.
It takes two doesn’t it?

D—Probably, probably. But Liddy
was there also and if Liddy were to
blow...,

P—Then you have a problem—
I was saying as to the criminal liabi.
lity in the White House. g

D—I will go back over that, and
take out any of the soft spots,

P—Colson you think was the per-
son who pushed

D--1 think he helped to get the
thing off the dime. Now something
else occurred though. . ..

P—Did Colson—had he talked to
anybody here ?

D—No, I think this was. .

P—Did he talk with Haldeman ?

D—No, I don'’t think so, Buyt here
is the next thing that comes in the
chain, I think Bob was assuming
that they thad someihing that .was
Proper over there, some intelligence
gathering uperation that Liddy was
operating, And through Strachayp,
who was hig tickler, he started push-
ing them to get some information and
they—-Magruder—took that as 3 sigr
al to probably go to Mitchell and
to say: “They are jpushing ug like
crazy for this from the White House”,
And so Mitchell probably puffed on
his pipe and said “go ahead”, and
never really reflected on what it was
all about.

So they had some plan that obvi.
ously had. I gatther, differerf; tar-
geits ‘they wiere going to go “affer.
They were going to infiltrate, and
bug, and do all thig sont of thing to

a lot of these targets. This is know. "
ledge I have after the fact, _Appa-
rently after they had Cnitially broken
in and bugged the DNG they wer®
gefiting ‘information. The ifforman
tion was coming over here to Strachap
and some of it wag given to Halde-
man, there is no doubt about it.

P— Did he know where it was
coming from ? ' .

D—T do’t really know if he would, -

P—Not necessarily »

D—Not necessarily. Strachan knew
it. There s no doubt about it, And
whether Strachan—I' have never come
to press these people on these Ppoinls
because it hurts them to give up
that next inch. So 1 had 1o piece
things together —Strachan was aware -
of receiving information, reporting to
Bob., :

At once point Bob even gave instruc-
tions to change their capabilities from
Muskie to McGovern and passed this
back through Strachan to Magruﬂ(,?-"
and apparently to Liddy. And Liddy
Wag startilg to make arrangements to-:
go in and bug the McGovern opera-
tion.

D—Now what has happened post
June 17?7 T was under pretty clear -
instructions not o investigate this,
but this could have. been disastrous
On 'the electorate if all hell had bro.
ken loose. I worked on 3 theory of
containment.. . .,

P—Sure.

D—To try to hold it right where
it was. : ; -

P—Right.

D—There is no doubt that I was
totally aware of what the bureau was
doing at all times. 1 was totally
aware of what 'the grand jury was
doing. T knew what witnesses were
going fto be «called. I ktew what
they were asked, and I had to,

P—Why did Peterson play the
game so straight with us? i

D—Because Peterson is a soldier,
He kept me informed. He 'told me
when: had problems where we had
problems and the like he believes
im you and he believes in this
Admiristration. This ‘Administration ,
has made him. I don’t think he has™3
done anyjthing improper, bug he did -



a -
(4
W- == -sure that the investigation was
Pa_ ‘marroived_down 1o the very fine cri-
el T3S inal thing which was a break for
ere & There is ‘no doubt about it...
134 D—Well, they had a—Cuban com-
han siee and they had some of it
de- yas given to Hunt's lawyer, who in
= passed it out. You know, when
was Bunt's wife was flying fo Chicago

§ 5 $10,000 she was actually, 'I

suld. - smderstand  afiter ithe fact now, was
gngz to pass that money to one of
new | Cubans—to meet him in Chicago
And pass it to somebody there.
xome " P— (unintelligible). But I would
oins ainly keep that cover for whatever
P = is worth.
e W
ware - ruction of Justice
ng" to ' D_That's the most troublesome
:-thing because Bob i 'fnvolved
isfruc- that. John is involved in that I
from & involved in thag Mitchell is in-
1 this™ -d in that. Asd that is an ob-
rudlr s iion of justice.
Liddy I In other words, the bad it
its tor You were taking care of wit-
ypera- ses. How did Bob get ini it?

; Well, they ran out of lot money
Epost =3 there, Bob had $150,000 in a
clear - § - over here that was really set
this, for jpolling purposes. And there
istrous no other source of movey,
d bre- ey came on and said you all
ory of got to give us some mMoOney.

1 had (0 go to Bob and say; “Bob,
gv need some money over there”.
where  said: “Whay for? “So 1 had to

: § him what it was for because he

gt just about to send money over
I was willynilly. And John was in-
au was -4 in those discussions. Avd
totally we decided there wag no Pprice
iry was  hizh to pay to let this thing blow
5. were 4n front of the elections
wihat think we should be able to
0. %e that issue pretty well. Maybe
Aay t]ae g Tawsuits. :

: think we can too. Here is
soldier. is happening right now. What
told me of  brings matters - to the
we ._had, s=seligible) ? One, this s goingto
believes ‘2 continual blackmail operation
in this ard Liddy and the Cubans.
idtration B @ebe about it. And McCord, who
k he Has Seher one involved. McCord has
¢ he did =8 for nothing.

-
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McCord did ask to meet with some-
body with Jack Caulfield, who is his
old friend who had gotten him hirtd
over there, and when Caulfield had
him hired, he was a jperfectly legiti-
mate security man, And he wanted
to talk about commutation, and
ihings like ‘that,

And as you know Colson has talked
indirectly to Hunt about commuta-
tion. All of these things are had,
is that they are problems, they are
jpromises, they are commitments. They
are the very sort of thing that the
Senate ig going to be looking most
for. I don’t think they can find them,
frankly.

P—Pregty hard.

D—-Pretty hard, Damn hard. ICs
all cash.

P—Pretty hard, I mean ag far as
the witnesses are concerned.

D—-All righ, now, the blackmail
is continuing. Hunt called one of
the lawyers from the reelection com-
mittee on last Friday to leave it with
him over the weekend. The guy
came in to see me tof give a message
directly to me, from Hunt to me.

P—Is Hunt out on bail?

D—Pardon ?

P—Ils Hunt on bail?

D—Hung ig on bail.. Correct. Hunt
now is demanding another §72,000
for his own personal expenses. An-
other $50,000 to pay aftorneys fees ;
$120,000.., He wanted it as of the
close of business yesterday., He said :
“] am going to be sentenced on Fri-
day and I've got to get my financial
affairs in order.” I told thig fellow
O'Brien: “If you want money, you
came to the wrong man, fellow. I
am not involved in the money. I
don’t know a ithing about it. I
ca’t help you. You better scramble
about elsewhere.” O’Brien is a ball
player. He carried tremendous
water for us.

P—He isnt Hunt’s lawer ?

D—No, he is our lawyer a; 'the
re-election committee.

. P—T see.
D-—So he is safe. There is no
problem there. So it raises the

whole question. Hunt has now made
a direct threat against Ehrlichman.

As a result of this, this is his black-
mail. He says: “I will bring John
Ehrlichman down ‘to thig knees and
put him in jail. T have done enough
seamy things for him and Krogh.
Theyll tever survive it.”

P—Was he talking abou¢ Ells-
berg ?

‘Where are the Soft Points?’

O—Ellsberg, and apparently some
other things. I don’t know the full
extent of it 3

P—I den’t know about amyfthing
else, st

D--1 don’t know gither, and I
hate to learn some of these things.
So that is that situation, Now,
where  are the soft points? How
maty people know about  this?
Well, let me go one step further in
this whole thing. The Cubans that
were used in ‘the Watergate were
also the same Cubans that Hunt and
Liddy used for this California Ells-
berg thing, or ithe break-in out
there. So they are aware of that, |
How hégh their knowledge 15, i,
something else. Hung and Liddy, of
course, are totally aware of i, of
the {fact that i¢ is right out of the
White House. ..,

D—Ybu've gof, then, an
lot of the ' principals involved who
know. Some people’s wives kiow.
‘Mrs Hunt was’ the savviest woman
in the world. She had *fhe ‘whole
picture together. : P

P—Did she?

D—Yes. Apparently, she was the
pillar of strength in that family
before the death.

P—Great sadness. As a matter of
fact, here swas a discussion ‘with
somebody about Hunt’s problem on
account of his wife and 1 said, of
course, commutation could be'con-
sidered on the basis of his wife’s
death, and ‘that is the only conver-
sation. 1| ever had in that light. '

D—Right,

- D—So that is it. That ig the
extent of the knowledge. So where
are the soft spots on “this ~ Well,
first of all, there is the problem’ of
the continued blackmail, which wilt
not only go on now, but it will go

awful ’

Y .




- money,

~because we are no

i

s et

6n while these people are in prison,
and it will compound ‘the obstruc-

“tion of justice situation It will cost

money. It is dangerous.

- People around here are not “pros”
at thig sor¢ of thing. T his is the
sort df thirg “Mafia” people can
do; washing money, getting clean
and things like that. We
just don’t know about those things,
criminals and
‘no¢ used to dealing in that bus’ness.

P—That's right.

. DIt is a tough 'thig to know

how to do.

. P—-Maybe it takes a gang to do
_that.
.. D—That’s right. There is a real
problem as to ~ whether we could
jeven do . Plus there is the real
_problem in raising money. Mitchell
- has been working on raiding’ ‘some
morey. He is one of the ones with
‘the most to lose. But there is no
_denying the fadt that the White
 House, in Ehrlichman, Haldeman
and Dean, are involved in some of
the early money decisions.

P—How much money do
_need ?

DI would say these people are
going to cost a million dollars over
the nex¢ two years.

P_We could get that. On the
_money, if you need the money you
~could  get that. You could geg 2
_million dollars. You could get M
in cash. I know where it could be
gotten. It is not easy, but it could
_be done. But the question is, who

you

_the hell would handle it? Ay
“ideas on that?

D—_That'’s right. Well, I think
that is - something that Mitchell

ought to be charged with.
P—I would think so too.
D—And get some “pros” to help
~him.

~ P—Let: me. jsay there  shouldn’
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be a lot of people runtng around
getting money.... .

P—Your major guy to keep under
control ig Hunt?

D—That is right. :

P—1 think. Does he know a lot?
P—He knows so much. He couid
sink “Chuck” Colson, Apparently he
is quite distressed with Colso™, He
thinks Colson has abandoned him.
Colson was to meet with him when
he was out there aflter, you know, he
had left the White House. He, me
with him, through his lawyer. Hun®
raised the question he wanted money.
Colson’s lawyer told him Colson
wasn’t doing anything with money.
Hunt took offence with thag imme-
diately and felt Colson had abandon-
ed him.

P—Jusy looking at the immediate
problem, don’t you think you have
to handle Hunt's financial situgtion
damn soon?

D—1 think that is..I talked with
Mitchell about that last night and. .

P.—It seems to me we have to keep|
the cap on the boftle that much, or
we don’t have any option.

D—That’s right.

P—FEither thag, on it
right now?

D—That's the question.

D—What. really bothers me ig this
growing situation. As I say, it is
growing because of the continued
need to provide support for the
Watergate people who are going to
hold us up for everything we’'ve got.
And the need for ~some people to
perjure themselves as they go down
the road here. If this thing ever
blows, then we are in a cover-up
situation. 1 ithink iy would be ex-
tremely damaging to you and the—
(President breakg in).

P—Sure. The whole concept of
administration justice. ~ Wiich ‘we
cannot have!

D—That is what really troubles
me. For example, what happens if it
starts breaking, and they do fird a
criminal dase against a Haldeman,
a Dean, a Mitchell, and Ehrlichman?
Thag s that....

P—If it really comes down to that,
we would have to (uritelligible)

all blows

some of the mien. o,
D—That's right. I am~IOming
down to what 1 really think; is that 2
Bob and John and John Mitchelfand =
T can sit down and spend a day or
however long, to figure out one, how
this can be [darved away from you,
so that it does not damage you oOr
the presidency. It just can't. You
are not involved in it and it is some-
thing you shouldn’t.... . Tt
P—That is true. i
D—I know, sir, I can just tell from
our conversation that these are things
that you have no knowledge of.
P—-You cerfainly cani! Bugging, .
etc. Let me say, I am keenly aware
of the fact Colson, et al, were ding
their best to get informafion; as we.
went along. But they all knew" very
well they were supposed to comply
with the law. There was no ques-
tion about that. You feel thay really
the trigger man was really Colson on
this thing? K4 -8
D—No. He wag one of us« HeX’
was just in the chain. He helped |
push the thing. ... Well, I have been™
a conduit for information on taking
care of people out there who are |
guilty of crimes. e
P—-Oh, you mean
lers?
D—The blackmallers. Rjght? =
P—Well, 1 wonder if part of 1t
can’t be, I wonder if that doesn’t—
let me put it frankly — I wonder if-§
that doesn’t have to be continued-
Let me put it this way, leg.us sup- -
pose that you get the million bucks, i
and you get the proper way to handle’’
it. You could hold that side?
D-—Uh, huh. :
P—It would seem to me that ‘would
be worthwhile. x
D—Well, that’s one problem.
P—I know you have a problem
here. You have the problemg with
Hunt and his clemency. =~ :
D—That’s right. And you arg
going to have a clemency problem.
With the others. They all are going,
to expect to be out and that may
pug you in a position that is just
untenable at some point. You know,
the Watergate hearing’s just  Oves.
Hunt’s now dematding clemency ot

like blackmail-




¢ is going to blow. And politically
s impossible for you to do it
; That’s I‘igh't. >

ming D>Ram not sure that you will
that < ever be able to deliver on the cle-
Pand medcy. It may be just too hot.

y or P—You can’t do it politically until

after the 1974 elections, that's for

you, _sure. You're point is that even then
u or - sou couldn’t do it

You - D—That’s right. It may burther
some- favolyve you in a way. You should
st ~ wot be involved in this.

P—No. It ig wrong. Thal's for

from sure :

things " D—Well there have been some
- bad judgmevts made. There have
ging, been some necessary judgments made.
tware P__Before the election ?

@ng‘ y D.—Before the election and n the
s = . wake. The necessary one you know,
T very before_the election. You know, with
mply . me, ithere wag no way, but the bur-
ques- den of the second Administration is
really something that is viot going to go
n on away.
=% - Py>No, it isn't.
< He{" :z_h is not going to go away.
elped P—It is not going to go away.
: been™ D—Exactly.
aking ~ D--What I'm coming in to-day
& aré with is: I don’t have a plam on

®ow-to solve it right now, but I think
‘& 15 at the juncture that we should
‘Becin to think in termg of how to cut

o osses; how to minimize the fur-
of 1t “ther growth of thig thing, rather than
s t— further compound it by, you know
der if- W - ultimately paying these guys for ever,
lnued-. 1 think we've got to look—
3 SHP- . -P—But at the moment, don’t you
bucks, asree “t is better to get the Hunt
handle thig back where that—
? D—That it worth buying time on.
P—That js buying time, I agree.
would D—There are two routes. One is
: to figure out how to cut the losses
1 and m‘nimize the human impact and
oblem get yow up and out and away from
Fwith it ? any way. In a way it would
: ~ never come back to haunt you. That
u are is one general alternative. The
>blem. other is to go down the road, just
going~ - hunker down, fight it at every corner,
t may “every turn, don’t le¢ people testify—
isk just cover it up is what we are really -
now, ¥ - talki bout.
10 ,E.l ng about
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A Letter From France

From A Correspondent

The situation of immigrany work-
ers in ‘France has for some time been
much talked - of. But recengly a
series of actions undertaken by ex-
treme léft onganisatio™s have high-
lighted their miserable working and
living conditions The most spectacu-
lar of these wag the nominating of
am 18-year old Tunisian ‘worker,
Djellali Kamal, as candidate for the
presidential elections. Kamal and a
group of some 35 Pakistati, Mauri-
tian and Arab immigrant { workers
wient on a hunger-strike in March,
Their demands are work permits for
everybody, free entry into Frarice for
those looking for work and improve-
me of working conditions.

The leading French trade unions,
the CGT and the CFDT, were busy
with election camjpaigns for Mitter-
rand, united Left candidate. So fit
was up to the leftist organisations to
look after the floods int Punjab last

immigrant; mostly pakistanis who
came after the year. Many
of them  have been living
on bread and tea, selling news-
papers on thie streets. The MTA

(Mouvement des Travailleurs Ara-
bes) and other leftist unions decided
then to undertake the hunger-strike
‘n order to obtain. the work permits.
Other actions underifalken were a
demonstration by immigrant workers.
These actios have led to clashes
with semi-official organisations like
the Amicale des Algerie™s en Europe.
At an anti-eracist meeting sponsored
by the CGT, the CFDT and the
Am’cale, the workerg on hunger-
strike twere not allowed to use the
mike and were even beaten by mem-
bers of the Amicale. On April 3.
when an Algerian worker wag found
murdered, the Consulate wag mform-
ed on the telephone.
“If all of you kirked the bucket, T
dontt care”. Further proofl off bffi-
cial Algerian solidarity with the
workers in France. : :
In a2 communique, the immigrant

E
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workers declared thay Kamals cand-
didature was no joke. “It is the cry
of millions of men reduced to serf-
dom). All over Europ: 14 wméllion
men ate enchaived in the Common
Market of slavery”. Future actions
of immigravt workers mouvemenit
will be on an all-European scale.

For the first time sitce 1945, the
French trade un‘ons a”d Left parties
were not on the streets for May Day.
The reason: the electoral truce. The
French Communis; Party a~d the
CGT attached greater importance to
Mitrerrand’s catdidapure fand bour-
genis electioncering than to the tra- -
ditioral worker’s day. Tn spife of the
union’s decisions several workers
were on the streets with the extreme
lef; organisations—the Trotskyists, t}}g
Chilean committees,. the Women'’s |
Liberation Movement, the immi-
grant ‘workers, the separatist move-
ments (Breto”, Basque, etc.). Around
30,000 militants filed jpast the Pere
Lachaise Cemetery  (where a hundred
years ago, the last heroes of thel Com-
muve fell). An interesting detail:
the same afternoon, at a country fete
held by same unions who. boycogted
the May Day demonstration, several
members of the Chilean Committee
were physically assaulted by the
uwtion members, for having dared
to sell papers at “their” fete. One
of the slogans of the United Left is
a ‘guaravtee’ of liberty.

The reply was:

JUST OUT !

OUTH INTERNATIONAL

A socio;political journal uxpholding
proletarian unity by distingmis‘chi.‘:?“g
between the prevalent contradictions
‘n India today. :

Enquire at chief at alls.
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Book Review

CHILE'S ROAD TO SOCIALISM
By Salvador Allende

Penguin Books

MPHERE is a body of opiniod
& that in the world today, where
there ig a mighty socialisg world side
by side with the capitalist world, the
capture of power ~may  not
be by armed uprisi’lg or any pro-
tracted armed struggle ; that socialism
is aleady on the order of the day and
the question of who wifs has already
been settled more or less. There-
fore, the proletariat may come to
power through peaceful and parlia-
mentary means. This controvergy
ig -not mew, fthough today
the issue may be posed in 2
special manner. The conlfroversy had
been raging in the communist world
since the death of Evigels in 1895.
It was thought after misinterpreting

- him, that the founder of Marxism

had come to the conclusion thag the
era of forcible overthrow and seizure

_of power by the exploited class was

over and now there was nothing for
peaceful  parlia-
meritary battles for the capture of
State power. In the early years of
this century, Lerin waged a sharp
theoretical struggle against this revi-
sion of Marxism. His condlusio
on this question are uviquestionably
still valid. In sharp polemicg with
Kautsky particularly, Lenin pro-
pounded the thesis that the exploit-
ed class could not go over to the
‘building of socialism unless it seized
power ard established a dictatorship.
The very idea of dictatorship implied
forde or violence, of course against
the minority of the population, fthe
ruling class, the exploiters.

 The entire political - developmerit
in Chile from the day of the election
wictonyl of Salvador Alletde o the
day of his fall after a military coup
in September 1973 is to be judged in
the background of Lenin’s theory.
When Allende came to power il
November 1970 on the basis of elec-
tions, he had to depend on the mercy
of the Christian Democrats. Accord-

B

. ing to the Consittutiony of Chile,

where no cavdidate at a presidential
election gets absolute majority, it is
the Covigress which elects one of the

. firs; two getting the highest votes. In

the Congress, 'the Christian Demo-
crats had 85 members, the Popular
Unity Bloc which supported Allende
had 80 members avd the extreme
right pparty, the National Party, had
only 40 members.  Both before and
after the elections, Allende declared
that he would depend on the law of
the land to implement the radical
measures of the party such as nation-
alisation of the foreign-owned mines.
In June 1971, the Allende Govern-
ment mationalised copper, coal and
other mines and in October 1971,

_the expory -trade in copper. It we't

on to nationalise 200 industries con-
trolling as much as 70 per cent of
pational production. It also nation-
alised the banks. The Government
seems to have dragged its feet, how-
ever, ‘n the matter of lad reform.
When in December 1970, the pea-
sants started taking pessession of the
latitundias, Allende sternly supress-
ed’ the movement. In fact, on May
16, 1972, the police fired on, a crowd
of cultivators killing unarmed men.
The attitude of the : Goverrment
was that all steps towards mational
freedom and socialism would be tak-
en peaccfully.

From the very begitning, the
Allende Government as well as the
Popular Unéty Bloc which supported
it eschewed revolutionary action and
insisted on strictly constitutional
means for achieving their obiectives,
They wanked to take the whele peo-
ple with them and; necessarily, all
the parties. The Government came
to power with the subporg oft - the
right-wirg Christian  Democrats, 2
bourgeois party, and even recked no-
thi"g of includinge even. wepresenita-
tives of the armed forces in the Cabi-
net. These were included as early as
October 1972. But further develop-
ments were more tragic. When the
right-wing reactionaries covsisting of
the bourgeoisie and agenits of the m-

perialists began to plot for the ever- -

throw of the Governmert, the Gov-

ernment more ad more slid ltowa;ds
those very classes which were plgts
ting for its overthrow. As late
August 9, 1973, only a few weeks be-
fore the fateful September 1T, -Allende -
resuffled hig Cabinet and took fm®ur
representatives of the armed forces.
The people were not to be blam-
ed. They demonstrated again avd
again against the covspiracy of the”
reactionaries to topple the Allende
Government. There was a general
strike in Chile on June 21, 1978, in”
supportl of the Govertmeng ' fand °
abou; one million working people
marched in the streets of Santfago.”
It appears, however, that there was
no serious attempt to organise the
proletarian - wevolutionary organisa-
tions, nor wag there any attempt to
arm the people againsy a- possible
coup by the military ini the inter-
ests of the imperialists and the’ bour-
geoisie. When there was a proposal
to organise armed people’s militia in
Febuary 1972, the Government re-
jected that idea because it was -wed-»
ded to bringing about socilist \
transformations only im a legal, peace-
ful avd constitutional manmer. Woe- <
fully enough, iy relied on the State
machinery of the bourgeoisie to bring-
about a socialist transformatipn. of
society. The armed forces are the
most important coercive machinery
on which the class rule of the homr- -
genisie - depevids but 'the Allende -
Government still hoped to build so-
cialism without smashing the army. .
Simélarly, the bureaucracy was left
intact. So abjegt was the reliance
of the Goyvernment on the existing
State machivery of the ruling class
that it reformed the Cabinet by tak-
ing in representatives of the military.
On the other hand, no armed de-
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ts of the class-conscious pro-
iat were formed to carry forward
wlution, It was Allende who
swemed to have refused to acceplt one
wf ihe firse principles of Marxism
sha: socialism as a condition of so-

- ciety is mot automatically born with-
e | i1 the womb of the old society.

L Even, if all prerequisites of transition
& socialist, society are there in the

ler‘:ﬂ . ald society, socialism cannog be built
% 1 “unless there is a revolutionary over-
fpnd throw of the ruling class. And talk
ople. w»f revolutionary overthrow is not an
’ag(?. 1'g:mpty phrase. It means, inter alia,
vg: smashing the State machivery of the

ruling classes.
In Chile, rone of the basid prin-
ci%les of the Marxist concept of cap-
mre of power and; revolutionary
- tra“sformation of society was re-
membered, Allende  declared :
“ ... Torrenfs of blood, imprison-
ment a”d death mark the paths of

re- - :
wed: ~ revolutionary stuggles of maiy
st langs in many contineWts. Even n

thos tries where the Revolution

eace- » 9 %
did triumph, the sodial cost has been

;:;:e. very high. It has bf:e.n, paid for in
Reine \lives, comrades, paid for with the
1ok - priceless lives of children, men a{?d
ik vonien. Even in those counlries
inery ‘where the Revolution triumphed,
ohr- they still had to overcome the eco-
ke 5 “nomic chaos caused by the struggle
t so and trauma of combat or civil war.
rmy; . _Here we can make the Revolut_lon
left = along lives that Chile .has establ}sh-
jance “ed, at th_e r}u.ni'n‘lum social cost, w1t¥1-
sting but sacrificing lives and without dis-
class organising production...” (Speech
tak- broadcast on radio and television on
;t'a(;z. Labour Day.on May 1, 1971).

= There are hundreds of utterarces
1'ke this in the book uvder
which is a selection of plans

e review

and
& ideagfrom  Allende’s
.taken from his speeches and state-
ments ‘during the firgt six months

of his présidericy and including his

programme,

‘naugural address and ‘his first an-
_ tual message to Congress.
KALYAN CHAUDHURI
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What Price Self-Deter-
mination ?
5 1. K. SHUKLA

DOES separation; necessarily lead
to floweritig and {fulfilment or
does i singe and shrink individuals
and communities? Or is seli-deter-
mination a certainy symbiosis involv-
rig temporary abrasions but impel-
ling plermanent adjustments ?
Does not parting of the ways s"mp
and slash much that we hold dear?
In short, does it nog kill?

Oddly, these thoughts occur as
one sees Ga'm Hawa and Kora
Kagaz (released in Bombay April 26
and May 10 respectively), the form-
er relating to 1947 avld its affer-
math and the latter to a matrimo-
néal mayhem, the former portray-
ing the dilemma of a community,
and the latter that of a couple. In
both of them something ’s aflame be-
sides ‘the ega. Is fthe gafme worlth
the candle? Could the wanton waste
be avoided or its quantum cut?

Kora Kagaz, despite its snept, Gul-
shan Nandaesque title, 15 a clean
commercial sevsitively- handled. . Tt
is based on a story of Ashutosh
Mukhopadhyaya. A conceited mo-
ther ruins the mairied life of her
own. daughter Archana (Jaya) seek-
ing to regulate it according to her
own lights which arme awfully poor
and enormously vulgar. The daugh-
ier is caught in a cross. The dis-
tance between her avd her self-res-
pecting, but edgy, husband goes on
widening, culmirating in a divorce,
which she signg much agains¢ her
wiil!  She becomes a teacger a’ld
after a dreary year of rapid routine,
is ready, as usual, to leave for home
during ‘the vacations. On the plat-
form she sees Sukesh (Vijay Anard),
her husband, no less forlorn) and
penitent.  Follows mutual recan-
tationy and, of course, the reunion.

Acting hovours are due to Jaya
"Bhaduri and Vijay Anatd. But
Goldie's age shows The economy of
frlames is commendable and ‘the

I e TS

tear-jerker moment of reunion, psy-
chologically so charged, unexception-
able. Inducmg Deven, Varma fon
a comic patch is perhaps a conces-
sion to the Bombay gharana of film-
craft. But it jars, and makes a ma-
ture work look stupid. Equally =
wrorg ’s the title in that the theme
is exactly contrary to it. Life is not
a plain  paper. It suffers much
splotching and a good deal of scrib-
bling both dirty and delightful. The
symbolism of dry, bare trees and
leaves = aflutter has been a little too
heavily stressed. A meaningful gtory
itelligertly shown. Kora Kagaz
breathes a fresh air in the den of
musty sterility known as Hindi film.
I¢ 1s communal fires trailing our
‘freedom’ in 1947 that Garm Hawa
recalls. Based on a story of Ismat
Chugtai, and fringed with couplets
of Kaifi Azmi both as prologue and
epilogue read in his own voice, this
is a far cry from the arty and trendy
clap-trap wusually finavced by the
Film Finance Conporation.  For
once the FFC deserves thankg and
congrawdations for having subsidiz-

ed a film which breathes freshness
in every ‘frame. Director. M. M.
Sathyu and the casgt of unprofes- |

sional faces eract a memorable pe-
riod piece with utter candour which
is as timely thematically as 1p is
precious as a document.

Salim Mirza, a man of old world
decencies, apolitical, essentially shy,
is a shoe-manufacturer of Agra,
Partition sees his friends and relatives
making for Pakistan. His elder brother,
a demagogue Leaguer and hypocrite,
sneaks away to ‘the Promised Land.
His daughter Mina commits suicide,
two fiances having deserted her and
bolted to Pakistan. His busivless is
in a shambles for want of finance.
His crafty brother-in-law, Faghru,
an erstwhile Leaguer, is now flour- |
ing ag a Congressite. Abandored
ard alone, Salim would not budge
and would stick it out in India.s
But, his elder son Bakar, failing to:
retrieve the situation for him goes
away to Pakistan. His younger sofi
Sikander, a ‘bright graduate, is job-
less. Hie is reduced to penury. His .
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‘mother, a well-conceived character
- with her deadpan comments briig-
ing the house down with laughter,
s Mother Time watching the bizarre
unfold, hurt but helpless. She dies
- ini her husband’s haveli —a death of
peace, even though it is now eva-
cuee property. Salim Mirza’s spa-
cious haveli sold out, he is a tenant
in @ clansfrophabip geltting, iron-
barg overhead accentuating the effect
of a captive existence.  Similarly,
clalppings melt into gunsho's in a
scene, the fusion beivig imaginative
and opportune. The evocative gran-
deur of the Taj and Salim Chishti’s
mausoleum are awe-inspiring offset-
ting as they do human desires a™d
frustrations. Balraj Sahvi, eminently
cut out for the role of Salim Mirza,
{invests the film with a doic gran-
deur anl humane nob: Ality all  his
~ own. The film will remain his best
|  memorial. Shanka; Kaifi ag his wife
acquits herself superbly.

Some mitor flawl. Agra as locate
does not ‘register’ with ity specific
sxghts and sound. The clothes could
; Vbe a little lesg starphed.  The join-
~ “ing of a lefitist procession by Salim
towards the close of the film ig.a
little too abrup¢ and out of charac-
ter. Had the shot been prolonged,
showing him cogitating, perhaps the
~ scene would not have appeared so

contrived. Then the camera lin-
| gering too fondly on Amina and
i Shabnam in the boat makes for

. smutty arousal and not pompassion
for Amina which is what the story
seeks for her from the audience.
~ Tle character of the tea-vendor is not
well developed, though well - con-
ceived. We have knowni his like in
the Dacca University Cantee™, he
(Santoshda ?) along with hig family
having been gunned down by the
Pak lordes in 1971 for havirg been
- popular with ~and generous to the
- students.

|  But 'these small items of slovenii-
. mess do not very seriously distrapt
* the viewer. It will remain a memo-
rable film for many reasons for quite
long. If the idiom is too obvious
| it iy nothing to cavil at. Hindi
- cjne audiences, fed on unadulterat-
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ed horse play and fairyland vulgari-
ties fover. sgveral decades, need ot
be scared away by the subtleties fit
for a too sophisticatedd and intelli-
gert sel of aesthetes. On many counts
this film marks a breakthrough and
will remain distinguished for its
frark expose of the Tndian Muslim’s
dillema. Here 1s an example of a
film hat ‘educates itg audiences.

Letter

A Protest

Sri Chanchal Chatterjee, Sri Girin
Chakraborty, Sri Mrinal Sen, Dr
Asoke Mitra, Sri Birendra Chatterji,
Dr Aurobindu Podder, Sri Jyotsna
Sinha Roy, Prof Dilip Chakraborty,
Prof. Santosh Mitra, Prof Saurind-
ranath Bhattacharyya, Dr Budhadeb
Bhattacharyya, Prof Nirmal Bose,
Prof Sukomal Das Gupta, Prof
Subir Basu Roy, Prof Satya Prodhan
Chakraborty, Prof Asoke Mukherjee
Prof Sudhansu Das Mr Samar Sen,

have issued, the following state-
ment : -
In giving expression to our pro-

test against the way the Congress
Government has unleashed ruthless
oppression on the striking railway-
men and even on members of their
families, including women, and
the way the civic rights of work-
ers are being trampled upon, throw-
ing to the winds all provisions of
the Constitution and democratic
norms, we can only register our
hatred of such actions and cry sha-

me at the perpetrators of such
monstrosities. Thousands of rail-
waymen and other leaders and

workers have been arrested throu-
ghout the country. Their member
has been mounting daily. Reports
of Jarge-scale eviction of striking
railwaymen from their quarters
and numerous instances of attacks
even on women by the police and
anti-socials fare destructive of all
our sense of values. We register
our protest against this worst form
of perversion of all democratic
norms in a State claiming itself to

be a democracy The Congress_ -

desrnbed as natlonal préperty at °
the disposal of party voluntees.
As citizens of this country we stro-
ngly condemn this conversion of
national property 'into jparty pro-
perty. In consequence, railway
property has been exposed to per-
manent damage. The Governmet
has no right thus to gamble with.
the fate' of the nation. By this act
the Congress Government has
made the grossest misuse of its ad-"
ministrative powers. We would
emphatically declare that the peo-
ple of the country do not endorse
such unprincipled acts of the Con-

gress Government in any Why.
Rather, they are being more and

more organised in order to ensure
that this Government is not able
for long to pursue its 1mpertment
policies.

We are of firm opinion that, in
the face of awakened pu_l}_]‘lg_,wpl-
nion these government oppressors
would be forced to stage a retreat -+
and the right of workers and em-
ployers to live established. R

We would in this connection
warn the Central Government of
the consequence of oppression let -
loose by it on the youths in pafti- _

cular and the common man in -
general. The police force of
the country and  hooligans~,

are being deployed for the pur
pose. In West Bengal alone more ~
than 30,000 young men and wo-
men have been kept confined- in
prisons. The People of this coun-
try are not all deaf and dumb.
They have been witnessing -all
these incidents with eyes and ears
open and would seek retribution
one day.

-

The English Book Shop,
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